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AHMEDABAD.JUN.01
	 D e f e n d i n g 
champions RCB 
faced 2022 champi-
ons Gujarat Titans in 
the final of the IPL 
series at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad yester-
day. RCB captain 
Rajat Patidar won 
the toss and elected 
to field. Batting first, 
Gujarat suffered a 
shock defeat. In the 
first over bowled by 
Jacob Duffy, Sai Su-
darshan hit 2 fours. In 
the next over bowled 
by Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Shubman Gill 
hit a four. In the third 
over, Josh Hazle-
wood’s first ball was 
bowled for a four, but 
when Shubman Gill 
tried to bowl the next 
ball, he was caught 
by Rajat Pattidar, 
who was standing in 
the mid-off direction. 
Shubman Gill, who 
faced 10 balls, scored 
10 runs with 2 fours. 
Then Nishant Sind-
hu came on. Sai Su-
darshan, who played 
calmly, scored 12 

runs with 2 fours in 
12 balls. When he 
tried to hit a bouncer 
thrown by Bhuvne-
shwar Kumar, it went 
high to the right of 
the wicket-keeper. 
Jitesh Sharma ran at 
lightning speed and 
caught it. Jos But-
tler, who came on 
the field after los-
ing 2 wickets for 26 
runs, batted calmly. 
Nishant Sindhu hit 2 
consecutive fours in 
the 5th over bowled 
by Josh Hazlewood. 
Gujarat scored 45 
runs in the power-
play. Nishant Sind-
hu, who had been 
steadily adding runs, 

scored 20 runs in 18 
balls with 3 fours 
when he hit a ball 
bowled by Rashid 
Salam towards long 
on and was caught 
by Devdutt Padikkal 
near the all-round 
line. Following this, 
Washington Sundar 
came into the field. 
Gujarat scored 63 
runs in 10 overs. Jos 
Buttler was stumped 
by Krunal Pandya af-
ter scoring 19 runs in 
23 balls with a four. 
Arshad Khan, who 
came on, hit a six 
towards mid-wicket 
off a ball bowled by 
Krunal Pandya. In the 
14th over bowled by 

Jacob Duffy, Wash-
ington Sundar hit 2 
consecutive fours be-
fore Arshad Khan hit 
the 4th ball for a six. 
Only 16 runs were 
scored in this over. 
Arshad Khan, who 
tried to play aggres-
sively, was caught by 
Rashid Salam, who 
was standing in the 
fine leg direction, on 
a ball bowled by Josh 
Hazlewood. Arshad 
Khan scored 15 runs 
in 6 balls, including 
2 sixes. Then Rahul 
Devatia came into 
the field. Gujarat 
scored 100 runs in 
14.2 overs. Rahul 
Devatia took a catch 

to Rajat Patidar on 
the first ball of the 
17th over bowled by 
Rashid Salam. De-
vattia scored 7 runs 
in 5 balls. After this, 
Jason Holder, who 
came in, followed by 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Rashid Khan, 
followed by Rashid 
Salam and Rashid 
Khan. Washington 
Sundar, who scored 
consistently, scored 
a half-century in 37 
balls with 5 fours. At 
the end of 20 overs, 
Gujarat Titans scored 
155 runs for the loss 
of 8 wickets. Wash-
ington Sundar re-
mained unbeaten on 
50 and Kagiso Raba-
da on 3 runs. For 
RCB, Rashid Salam 
bowled 4 overs, con-
ceding only 27 runs 
and taking 3 wickets. 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Josh Hazlewood 
took 2 wickets each 
and Krunal Pandya 
took one wicket. 
Chasing a target of 
156 runs, RCB were 
given a dramatic 
start by Venkatesh 

Iyer and Virat Kohli. 
Venkatesh Iyer hit 3 
fours and a six in the 
second over bowled 
by Kagiso Raba-
da. Virat Kohli hit 2 
fours and a four in 
the next over bowled 
by Mohammed Siraj. 
Virat Kohli bowled 
the 4th over bowled 
by Rabada. Virat 
Kohli hit 3 fours and 
a six in this over. 
Venkatesh Iyer, who 
hit the 2nd ball of 
the 4th over bowled 
by Mohammed Siraj 
for a six, was caught 
by Rabada while try-
ing to hit the next 
ball towards mid-on. 
Venkatesh Iyer, who 
faced 16 balls, scored 
32 runs with 2 sixes 
and 4 fours. Devdat 
Patil then came in and 
scored one run when 
Rabada hit the ball 
towards third man 
and it was caught by 
Arshad Khan. Fol-
lowing this, Rajat 
Patil came in. RCB 
scored 70 runs in the 
powerplay. Rajat Pa-
til hit the first ball of 
the 7th over bowled 

by Mohammed Siraj 
for a six towards deep 
backward square leg. 
Rashid Khan, who 
bowled the 9th over, 
took 2 wickets and 
turned the tide. Ra-
jat Patidar scored 15 
runs in 13 balls, with 
a six and a four, when 
Rashid Khan tried to 
hit the ball for a six 
and was caught by 
Rabada in the long-
on direction. Fol-
lowing this, Krunal 
Pandya, who came 
into the field, was out 
LBW after scoring 
one run. After this, 
Tim David came into 
the field. Jason Hold-
er bowled the next 
over, 2 fours were 
hit. RCB scored 100 
runs in 10 overs. Vi-
rat Kohli, who played 
aggressively, reached 
his half-century in 
25 balls with 7 fours 
and 2 sixes. Tim Da-
vid hit the 3rd ball of 
the 13th over bowled 
by Rashid Khan for 
a six in the long-on 
direction. Tim David, 
who had been scoring 
runs steadily, scored 

24 runs in 17 balls 
with a six and 3 fours 
when Arshad Khan 
was caught by Jos 
Buttler at the crease. 
Following this, Jitesh 
Sharma came into 
the field. Virat Kohli 
hit the fifth ball of 
the 18th over bowled 
by Arshad Khan for 
a four and the last 
ball for a six as RCB 
scored 161 runs for 
the loss of 5 wickets 
in 18 overs and won. 
Virat Kohli scored 75 
runs in 42 balls with 
3 sixes and 9 bound-
aries, while Jitesh 
Sharma scored 11 
runs in 14 balls. RCB 
won by 5 wickets to 
become the champi-
on. With this, RCB 
became the 3rd team 
in the history of IPL 
to win the champi-
onship. Earlier, CSK 
won the trophy in 
2010 and 2011 and 
Mumbai Indians won 
the trophy in 2019 
and 2020. RCB, who 
won the champion-
ship, was awarded a 
prize money of Rs. 
20 crore.

RCB retained the IPL title - 
how did they finally defeat Gujarat?

THANJAVUR.JUN.01
	 An AIAD-
MK executive 
committed suicide 
by setting himself 
on fire near Kum-
bakonam. He took 
this decision due 
to the turmoil in 
the AIADMK, and 
AIADMK Gen-
eral Secretary K. 
Palaniswami paid 
tributes by garland-
ing his body. He 
continued, “The 
AIADMK will bear 
all the educational 
expenses of Ma-
hendran’s daughter 
until she grows up, 
starts school and 
completes her ed-
ucation. Similarly, 
Rs. 30 lakhs will be 
given to the fami-
ly on behalf of the 
party and Rs. 25 
lakhs will be giv-
en to the family on 
behalf of the Than-
javur East District 
AIADMK.” Ma-
hendran (37), son 
of Kaliyamoorthy, 
of Thiruppanandhal 
Vayalkarath Street 
near Kumbakonam, 
was running a flow-
er shop in Thirup-
panandhal. He was 
the joint secretary 
of the Eastern Dis-
trict Trade Team in 
the AIADMK. He 
is survived by his 
wife Muneeswari 
(32) and a daugh-
ter named Nithsree 
(2). In this situation, 

Mahendran posted 
a video on Face-
book last night. In 
it, he said, “I cannot 
tolerate the AIAD-
MK being divided 
into two, AIADMK 
should unite, Edap-
padi Palaniswa-
mi should become 
the Chief Minister 
again, and I should 
be born as a simple 
servant of AIAD-
MK in my next 
life as well.” “I am 
committing suicide 
because I am in 
emotional pain. If 
the Secretary-Gen-
eral pays tribute to 
my body, my soul 
will rest in peace,” 
he posted a video 
and committed sui-
cide by pouring pet-
rol on his body and 
setting himself on 
fire. Upon learning 
of this, AIADMK 
General Secretary 
K. Palaniswami vis-
ited Mahendran’s 

house in Thirup-
panandhal this af-
ternoon (June 1), 
laid a wreath on his 
body, paid his re-
spects, and offered 
condolences to the 
family. Speaking to 
reporters at the time, 
K. Palaniswami 
said, “The news of 
Mahendran’s death 
is deeply shocking 
and heartbreaking. 
He served the party 
in this area in an ex-
cellent manner for 
many years and was 
very loyal to the 
party executives, 
workers and leader-
ship. His demise is 
an irreparable loss. 
I express my deep-
est condolences to 
his family and the 
AIADMK who are 
grieving his loss. 
The AIADMK will 
bear all the educa-
tional fees of Ma-
hendran’s daughter 
until she grows up, 

starts school and 
completes her ed-
ucation. Similarly, 
Rs. 30 lakhs will be 
given to the fami-
ly on behalf of the 
party and Rs. 25 
lakhs on behalf of 
the Thanjavur East 
District AIADMK. 
The lives of AIAD-
MK workers are 
priceless, I humbly 
bow down and pray 
at the feet of the 
workers that no one 
should get involved 
in such an incident 
again. We are all 
deeply saddened by 
this incident. We are 
deeply shocked. Ev-
ery volunteer feels 
how that family is 
crying today, every 
administrator feels 
it. “I am deeply sad-
dened and deeply 
hurt by the situation 
and I cannot express 
any other opinion at 
this time,” he said 
through tears.

AIADMK executive commits suicide by 
setting himself on fire near Kumbakonam

 EPS pays tribute in person
PUDUCHERRY.JUN.01
	 MP Vaithil-
ingam acted in the 
elections to vacate 
Narayanasamy and 
former Congress 
ministers. If he has 
a conscience, he 
should resign from 
the post of MP,” 
Puducherry Minis-
ter Malladi Krish-
na Rao has alleged. 
Puducherry NR 
Congress Minis-
ter Malladi Krish-
narao told reporters 
today: “Congress 
MP Vaithilingam 
has said that the 
Puducherry Chief 
Minister gave me 
the ministerial post 
after taking money. 
A few months ago, 
MP Vaithilingam 
accused me of tak-
ing bribes. After I 
said that I was ready 
to discuss it direct-
ly, he did not open 
his mouth. No one 
in India, not just 

Puducherry, is qual-
ified to talk about 
bribery and corrup-
tion in Malladi. I 
am doing everything 
with my own mon-
ey. Unsubstantiated 
allegations should 
not be made. The in-
formation that many 
people are reporting 
outside should be 
reported with evi-
dence. I am ready 
to discuss this any-
where. Chief Minis-
ter Rangasamy is not 
in the habit of giving 
ministerial posts in 
exchange for money. 
If there had been a 
money deal, would 
Jose Charles Martin 
have been given the 
ministerial post right 

away? Vaithilingam 
MP acted in the last 
election to vacate 
Narayanasamy and 
former Congress 
ministers Shahjah-
an, Kandasamy, Ka-
malak Kannan and 
others. It should also 
be clarified whether I 
gave money as a min-
ister when Vaithilin-
gam was the Chief 
Minister. Similarly, 
Vaithilingam, who 
had been criticizing 
the previous MLA 
in Yenam, Kollapal-
li Srinivasan Ashok, 
should explain the 
reason for suddenly 
giving him the op-
portunity to contest 
in the Congress. 
He should explain 

whether he gave him 
the opportunity by 
taking money from 
the corruption that 
took place there in 
gambling and gar-
bage collection. 
Despite being an 
MP for the last sev-
en years, he has not 
brought any projects 
to Puducherry. If he 
has a conscience, 
Vaithilingam should 
resign from the post 
of MP. Vaithilingam 
is the most ineffi-
cient MP among the 
MPs so far. Even 
if there is a BJP 
government at the 
center, why should 
someone who does 
not know how to 
bring projects to 
Puducherry be an 
MP? The cabinet ex-
pansion and portfo-
lio allocation issues 
will be concluded 
in Puducherry this 
week,” said Minister 
Malladi Krishnarao.

If Vaithilingam has a conscience, he should 
resign” - Puducherry Minister Malladi Krishna Rao

A consultative meeting regarding the activities and future plans of the Tamil Nadu 
E-Governance Agency was held under the leadership of the Honorable Minister for 
Artificial Intelligence, Information Technology, and Digital Services, Dr. Kumar. R.
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Following the 
Central Govern-

ment’s drastic hike 
in the import duty 
on gold, the demand 
for gold in India has 
plummeted by ap-
proximately 70%. 
For the common peo-
ple—who are already 
struggling under the 
burden of rising pric-
es for essential com-
modities caused by 
global crises—this 
additional tax impo-
sition has come as a 
crushing blow. With 
consumers’ purchas-
ing power dimin-
ished, gold jewelry 
sales have ground to 
a halt, leaving small-
scale traders facing 
severe financial dis-
tress Due to global 
factors—such as the 
conflict involving 
Iran—market prices 
for fuels like petrol 
and diesel, as well 
as daily food sta-
ples, have already 
skyrocketed. In this 
context—where the 
monthly budgets of 
the general public 
have been severely 
strained—the gov-
ernment has abrupt-
ly raised the import 
duty on gold from 6 
percent to a stagger-
ing 15 percent Since 

a 3 percent Goods 
and Services Tax 
(GST) is levied in 
addition to this im-
port duty, the overall 
effective tax burden 
that the public must 
bear when purchas-
ing gold has surged 
from 9.18 percent to 
18.45 percent—ef-
fectively doubling 
the cost. Consequent-
ly, purchasing gold 
has now been pushed 
to the back burner, 
falling off the list of 
consumers’ essential 
priorities. Further-
more, the current pe-
riod coincides with 
*Adhik Maas* (an 
intercalary month) in 
the Hindu calendar; 
as Hindus typically 
refrain from purchas-
ing high-value items 

like gold during this 
spiritually significant 
time, this cultural 
factor serves as an 
additional contrib-
utor to the current 
market slump. Nota-
bly, the unregistered 
and unorganized 
sector of small-scale 
jewelry traders ac-
counts for approx-
imately 65 percent 
of India’s total gold 
trade. Surendra Meh-
ta, National Secretary 
of the Indian Bullion 
and Jewellers Asso-
ciation (IBJA), has 
stated that this steep 
tax hike has dispro-
portionately affected 
small-scale traders—
who rely primarily 
on grassroots and 
middle-class con-
sumers—far more 

severely than it has 
affected corporate entities. 
As a direct conse-
quence of this, gold 
d e m a n d — w h i c h 
stood at approxi-
mately 25 tonnes 
over a two-week pe-
riod during this same 
time last year—has 
now plummeted to 
a mere 7.5 tonnes. 
Commenting on this 
situation, Joy Aluk-
kas, Chairman of 
the leading jewelry 
retail chain ‘Joya-
lukkas,’ expressed 
concern that gold 
demand across their 
stores has declined 
by over 35 percent. 
What is the back-
ground behind 
this tax hike? 
The government has 
implemented this 

tax increase to bring 
under control factors 
such as the depre-
ciating value of the 
Indian Rupee, rising 
crude oil prices in the 
international market, 
and global geopolit-
ical tensions, as well 
as to stabilize the 
country’s economy. 
Furthermore, restric-
tions have been im-
posed on duty-free 
gold imports under 
the ‘Advance Au-
thorisation Scheme.’ 
Additionally, the 
Prime Minister’s call 
for austerity—urg-
ing citizens to cur-
tail gold purchases 
in light of the pre-
vailing econom-
ic climate—is also 
viewed as a signifi-
cant factor contrib-
uting to this shift in 
consumer sentiment. 
In the Indian mar-
ket—which con-
sumes between 800 
and 850 tonnes of 
gold annually—it is 
projected that, de-
spite a strong start 
to the first quarter of 
this year, the current 
tax hike could lead to 
a substantial decline 
in investment-related 
gold demand during 
the second quarter of 
2026

Jewelry Sales Plunge 70%: Traders
Concerned! Public Also Hit Hard 

RANIPETJUN.01
	 Amidst a 
reshuffle of District 
Collectors across 
various parts of 
Tamil Nadu, Dr. 
Chandrakala the 
former District Col-
lector of Ranipet—
was transferred. In 

her place, Ms. Pri-
ya an official from 
the Tamil Nadu 
Urban Habitat De-
velopment Board 
has been appointed 
as the new District 
Collector of Rani-
pet. Upon her ar-
rival at the Ranipet 

Guest House today, 
government offi-
cials led by Ranipet 
Revenue Divisional 
Officer Mr. Raj ex-
tended a ceremoni-
al welcome to her, 
presenting her with 
a book and a bou-
quet.

Government Officials Welcome

 New District Collector of Ranipet
with a Bouquet at the Guest House 

KALLAKURICHIJUN.01
	 With this, 
she has become the 
fifth District Col-
lector of Kallakuri-
chi District. Since 
the inception of 
Kallakurichi Dis-
trict, Kiran Khurala 
served as the first 
Collector, followed 
by Sridhar as the 
second, Sharvan 
Kumar as the third, 
and Prashant as 
the fourth. In this 
context, following 
the transfer of the 
outgoing Collector 
Prashant to the post 
of Joint Secretary in 
the Finance Depart-
ment, J.E. Padmaja 
has been appointed 
as the new Collector. 
During a ceremony 
held at the District 
Collector’s office, 
J.E. Padmaja signed 
the official docu-
ments and formally 
assumed charge. On 
this occasion, offi-
cials and staff mem-
bers from various 

departments extend-
ed their greetings to 
her. Subsequently, 
speaking to report-
ers, District Col-
lector J.E. Padmaja 
stated the follow-
ing: “All issues 
faced by the public 
in Kallakurichi Dis-
trict will be resolved 
smoothly. I will re-
view and monitor, 
in coordination with 
officials, to ensure 
that appropriate ac-
tion is taken within 
one week regarding 
petitions received 
during the public 
grievance redres-
sal meetings. Mea-

sures will be taken 
to provide proper 
resolutions so that 
repetitive petitions 
concerning the 
same request do not 
arise. Furthermore, 
steps will be taken 
to ensure the man-
datory participation 
of officials from all 
departments in the 
public grievance re-
dressal meetings.” 
She added that the 
cooperation of jour-
nalists would play 
a pivotal role in 
advancing the dis-
trict’s development 
and public welfare 
initiatives.

J.E. Padmaja assumed office yesterday 
as the new District Collector of Kallakurichi

	 Minister for Public Works, Highways, and Sports Develop-
ment, Adhav Arjuna, conducted an inspection at the Sports Devel-
opment Authority of Tamil Nadu’s Nehru Stadium in Coimbatore 
district to review world-class infrastructure facilities and assess pro-
posed new project works; he also interacted with female athletes 
who were engaged in Kabaddi training at the venue. During this 
inspection, he was accompanied by officials including Sajjan Singh 
R. Chavan, I.A.S., Secretary to the Government (Youth Welfare and 
Sports Development); J. Meghanatha Reddy, I.A.S., Member Secre-
tary (Sports Development Authority of Tamil Nadu); Pavan Kumar 
G. Kriayappanavar, I.A.S., District Collector; Sivaguru Prabakaran, 
I.A.S., Corporation Commissioner; Dr. R. Suman, District Revenue 
Officer; and L. Sujatha, General Manager.

MADURAIJUN.01
	 The District 
Administration has 
announced that ap-
plications are now 
being accepted in the 
Madurai district for 
the Kalpana Chawla 
Award for the year 
2026. Regarding 
this, officials stated 
the following: The 
Kalpana Chawla 
Award—accompa-
nied by a cheque for 
₹5 lakhs—is sched-
uled to be present-
ed on Independence 
Day, 2026, to wom-
en of Tamil Nadu 
origin who have 
demonstrated cour-
age and performed 
heroic deeds on par 

with men, or who 
have undertaken 
bold and challeng-
ing initiatives for the 
welfare and empow-
erment of women. 
Eligible individu-
als hailing from the 
district may submit 
their applications via 
the website http://
awards.tn.gov.in by 
June 19. Applicants 
are required to for-
ward relevant details 
regarding their heroic 
deeds, photographs, 
and any previous 
awards received to 
the District Social 
Welfare Office locat-
ed within the Collec-
tor’s Office premises. 
Thus they stated.

Applications Open for 
Kalpana Chawla Award

GUDALURJUN.01
	 P a n d i a n 
(66) was a resident 
of Veeranathevar 
Street in Melagu-
dalur. He lived 
with his son, Pra-
bhu. Pandian had 
been suffering from 
a chronic illness. 
Despite receiving 
treatment at various 
medical facilities, 
his condition did 
not improve, leav-
ing him in a state 

of despair. Under 
these circumstanc-
es, the day before 
yesterday morn-
ing—while ev-
eryone else in the 
house was asleep—
Pandian stepped 
outside, poured 
kerosene over his 
body, and set him-
self on fire.Alert-
ed by his screams, 
family members 
and neighbors 
rushed to the scene, 

rescued Pandian, 
and transported 
him to the Cum-
bum Government 
Hospital. Upon ex-
amining him, doc-
tors at the hospital 
pronounced him 
dead on arrival. 
The Gudalur North 
Police have regis-
tered a case regard-
ing this incident 
and are currently 
conducting an in-
vestigation.

Elderly Man Commits 
Suicide by Self-Immolation 

	 Mrs. Vandana Garg, the newly appointed District Col-
lector of Tiruvannamalai, offered prayers along with her fam-
ily members at the Annamalaiyar Temple. She was accorded 
honors on behalf of the temple administration and presented 
with *Prasadam*. Subsequently, she participated in a special 
worship service.

	 World No Tobacco Day was observed 
at the Government Primary Health Centre in 
Somasipadi, Thiruvannamalai District. Med-
ical staff and members of the public partici-
pated in the event, which was held on June 
1, 2026. Awareness was raised regarding the 
health hazards caused by tobacco use, and 
everyone took the World No Tobacco Day 
pledge.

	 During a public grievance redres-
sal meeting held in Kallakurichi under the 
leadership of the newly appointed District 
Collector, Ms. Padmaja, a particular inci-
dent has garnered widespread appreciation 
among the public: upon receiving a petition, 
she summoned the relevant officials and is-
sued a directive, emphasizing that merely 
accepting the petition is insufficient and that 
immediate action must be taken to address 
the grievance.

01.JUNE.MONDAY.2026
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PAPANASAM.JUN.01
	 More than 
10,000 banana trees 
were toppled and 
damaged by gale-
force winds that 
swept through Pa-
panasam and its 
surrounding areas 
near Kumbakonam. 
Yesterday evening, 
sudden and severe 
winds lashed several 
localities within the 
Papanasam vicinity, 
including Eechangu-
di, Someswarapur-
am, Pattukudi, and 
Veeramangudi. Con-
sequently, banana 
crops—cult ivated 
extensively across 
approximately 200 
acres in these regions 
and standing ready 
for harvest—were 
blown down and ru-
ined. The area has 
suffered severe dev-
astation, with thou-
sands of banana trees 

snapping and col-
lapsing, while flood-
waters have stag-
nated in the fields. 
Farmers had invest-
ed over ₹1 lakh per 
acre in these crops. 
Expressing their an-
guish, the farmers 
stated that this sud-
den and unexpect-
ed loss has plunged 
them into deep sor-
row, shattering their 
hopes of earning an 
anticipated return of 
at least ₹2 lakhs per 
acre With these ba-
nana crops—which 
were on the verge 
of being harvest-

ed—now completely 
destroyed, the local 
farming commu-
nity faces massive 
financial losses. 
Consequently, the af-
fected farmers have 
appealed to the Tamil 
Nadu government to 
provide them with 
appropriate compen-
sation. They have 
urged the authorities 
to conduct a com-
prehensive damage 
assessment through 
officials from the 
Revenue and Agri-
culture Departments 
and to disburse suit-
able relief assistance.

Sudden Gale Hits Papanasam
Harvest-Ready Banana Crops

Across 200 Acres Damaged

CHENNAIJUN.01
	 “The AIAD-
MK is coming to the 
Thavagaon because 
the DMK and AIAD-
MK tried to form a 
government together. 
Horse-trading is not 
happening 100 per-
cent here. There is 
no need to negotiate. 
If they go to court, 
we will face it le-
gally,” said Minister 
CTR Nirmal Kumar. 
Speaking to report-
ers, he said, “Gov-
ernment attorneys 
will be appointed on 
the basis of merit. 
We have heard that 
appointments were 
made on payment. 
That will not happen 
again; appointments 
will be made based 
on existing guide-
lines. Government 
attorneys will be ap-
pointed honestly and 
fairly. Chief Minister 
Vijay will not allow 

the construction of 
Mekethatu Dam. The 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will take legal 
action against this. 
They themselves 
have explained why 
the AIADMK MLAs 
resigned from their 
posts and why there 
was a split in the 
AIADMK. Edappadi 
Palaniswami, M.K. 
Stalin, Udhayanidhi 
and a few others tried 
to form the govern-
ment together. This 
was not accepted by 
the two parties pres-
ent. The leaders who 
expelled the DMK 
from the alliance 
have also clearly stat-

ed this. They tried to 
save their families. 
How can the party 
workers travel there 
believing this? The 
AIADMK members 
are coming to Thave-
ka because the DMK 
and AIADMK tried 
to form a govern-
ment together. This 
is their personal de-
cision; how can we 
say it is wrong. There 
is no 100 percent 
horse-trading here. 
There is no need to 
bargain. If they go to 
court, we will face it 
legally. Our alliance 
parties are standing 
shoulder to shoulder 
with us,” he said.

Horse-trading did not happen
if it goes to court, we will face
legal action” - Minister Nirmal Kumar

CHENNAI:JUN.01
	 D M D K 
General Secretary 
Premalatha Vijay-
akanth has advised 
the youth to act re-
sponsibly to pre-
vent such horrific 
incidents from hap-
pening again. In a 
statement issued 
by him, he said: 
“The news that an 
18-year-old young 
woman, Yancy, was 
run over and killed 
by a car following 
an altercation at a 
private liquor bar in 
Koyambedu, Chen-
nai, has caused great 
shock and pain.” 
Reports indicate that 
Yancy, who is said 
to be a Sri Lank-
an Tamil, had gone 
to a bar with his 
friends when an ar-
gument with anoth-
er group of people 
there turned violent, 
leading to the hor-
rific incident. The 
murder of a woman 
by running over her 

with a car is an in-
humane and highly 
condemnable crime. 
Such incidents that 
continue to put the 
lives and safety of 
women in question 
are a great threat to 
society. Violence 
against women and 
patriarchal mentali-
ty are unacceptable 
in any way. There-
fore, we request that 
whoever is involved 
in this murder inci-
dent should be im-
mediately arrested, 
brought to justice 
and given severe 
punishment. A wom-
an’s life is not cheap; 
justice must pre-
vail”. Youth, wheth-
er male or female, 

should be role mod-
els for society. They 
should not engage in 
activities that would 
make society bow its 
head. Youth should 
act responsibly to 
prevent such horrific 
incidents from hap-
pening again Parents 
who guide them in 
the right direction 
and the government 
who must create a 
safe social environ-
ment have equal re-
sponsibility. Only 
if everyone realizes 
their responsibilities 
and acts, can such 
tragic incidents be 
prevented from hap-
pening again,” said 
Premalatha Vijaya-
kanth.

Young woman killed in car accident
Premalatha’s advice to youth

CHENNAIJUN.01
	 A M M K 
general secretary 
TTV Dinakaran has 
stressed that it should 
be ensured that doc-
tors are available 24 
hours a day in gov-
ernment hospitals. In 
this regard, he issued 
a statement: The me-
dia reports of a sani-
tation worker treating 
an injured person at 
the Kunichi Primary 
Health Centre near 

Tirupattur due to 
the lack of doctors, 
highlight the poor 
state of Tamil Nadu’s 
healthcare system. 
The lack of even ba-
sic staff, including 
doctors and nurses, 
in government hospi-
tals, and the fact that 
sanitation workers 
provide treatment, 
is endangering the 
lives of the general 
public and patients 
who visit them. 

Therefore, the Tam-
il Nadu government 
and the health de-
partment should con-
duct a proper survey 
of all primary health 
care facilities across 
Tamil Nadu, starting 
from the government 
hospitals, and ensure 
that medical staff are 
available there on a 
24-hour rotation ba-
sis. This was stated 
in the statement.

Government hospitals should be 
staffed 24 hours a day: TTV Dhinakaran

PALANIJUN.01
	 The for-
est department has 
banned tourists from 
visiting the Berijam 
Lake area for the 
past 15 days due to 
the presence of ti-
gers. Meanwhile, the 
incident of relatives 
of forest department 
officials violating 
the ban has caused 
controversy. One 
of the major tourist 
attractions in Ko-
daikanal, Dindigul 
district, Perijam 
Lake is located in a 
protected forest area. 
Therefore, tourists 
can visit it only after 
obtaining permis-
sion from the for-
est department. On 
the way to Perijam 
Lake, you can visit 
places such as Topp 
Topp Rock, Ma-
dikettan Solai, View 

Point, and Sanit Pal-
lathakku. In this sit-
uation, tigers were 
detected in the Beri-
jam Lake area since 
the morning of May 
16. Due to this, the 
forest department 
has banned tourists 
from going there un-
til further notice for 
safety reasons. As 
a result, the tourists 
returned disappoint-
ed. In this situation, 
a video of some 
people violating the 
ban, driving to Beri-
jam Lake in a forest 
department vehicle 
and then getting into 

their own vehicle 
from the entrance 
gate, went viral re-
cently. Many peo-
ple, both the general 
public and tourists, 
are expressing their 
opposition to the fact 
that forest officials 
misused their pow-
er and allowed only 
those they wanted 
to visit the Berijam 
Lake, despite the ban 
on tourists. It is note-
worthy that when I 
tried to contact forest 
department officials 
on my cell phone re-
garding this, they did 
not answer the call.

Who violated the ban on entering Perijam Lake
when tigers were present? 

Forest Department in controversy

CHENNAIJUN.01
	 Chennai Metro 
Rail Corporation officials 
announced that overall, 
52.55 percent of the met-
ro line construction work 
in the second phase of the 
Metro Rail project has 
been completed by April. 
In Chennai, the 2nd phase 
of the Metro Rail project 
is being implemented at 
a cost of Rs. 63,246 crore 
and is being implement-
ed on 3 lines over a dis-
tance of 116.1 km. Work 
is underway on the 3rd 
line from Madhavaram 
to Siruseri (45.4 km), the 
4th line from Kalankarai 
Vilakkam to Poonthamal-
li (26.1 km), and the 5th 
line from Madhavaram to 
Cholinganallur (44.6 km). 
In total, work is underway 
to set up 118 Metro Rail 

stations. Of this, about 
42.6 km. 43 underground 
train stations are being 
constructed on the tun-
nel route. The metro rail 
construction work began 
in November 2020. The 
tunnel route work, as far 
as it is concerned, began 
in October 2022 in Mad-
havaram. Following this, 
tunnel works began at var-
ious places including Gre-
enway, Kalankarai Villuk-
gam, Sethupattu, Panagal 
Park. At the same time, 
the construction work of 
the metro station between 
Porur - Vadapalani is un-
derway.Railing work is 
currently underway on the 
Vadapalani - Kodambak-
kam Powerhouse line. El-
evated track work is also 
underway at many places. 
In this situation, a total 

of 52.55 percent of the 
work in the 2nd phase of 
the Metro Rail Project has 
been completed. Regard-
ing this, Chennai Metro 
Rail Corporation officials 
said: We expect the first 
metro rail service in the 
2nd phase of the Metro 
Rail Project to start soon 
on the 4th route, Poon-
thamally - Porur - Va-
dapalani route. Following 
this, the Chennai Trade 
Center - Porur works are 
nearing completion. The 
Porur - Koyambedu ele-
vated railway works are 
also in full swing. A to-
tal of 52.55 percent of 
the work on the second 
phase of the metro rail 
project, including the ele-
vated line and the tunnel, 
was completed by April. 
Notably, 42.71 percent of 

the high-level road works 
and 45.46 percent of the 
tunnel works have been 
completed on Route 3. 
More than 60 percent of 
the work on Route 4 and 
more than 50 percent of 
the work on Route 5 has 
been completed. Work 
is in full swing at many 
places. Due to the Legis-
lative Assembly elections, 
workers from the north-
ern states, including West 
Bengal and Assam, had 
been returning to their 
hometowns for 2 months. 
Now, most of the workers 
have returned. The ongo-
ing work has intensified. 
In the Phase 2 Metro Rail 
Project, it has been decid-
ed to complete all the ele-
vated track works by 2027 
and all the tunnel works 
by 2028. They said this.

52% of the work on the 2nd phase
The Metro Rail project has been completed

Chennai Metro Rail Corporation officials informed

SIVAKASIJUN.01 
	 A young man 
was arrested in Siv-
akasi for selling gan-
ja within a cemetery. 
Police officers were 
conducting a patrol 
in the East Meenam-
patti area of ​​Sivakasi 
when they noticed 
a group of individ-
uals sitting inside 
the local cemetery. 
When the police at-
tempted to apprehend 
and question them, 
four members of the 

group fled the scene. 
However, one indi-
vidual—identified as 
Arumugam (26)—
was caught by the 
police. The officers 
seized 100 grams of 
ganja from his pos-
session. Additional-
ly, they confiscated 
the two-wheeler that 
had been used for the 
sale of the ganja. The 
police are currently 
searching for the four 
individuals who es-
caped.

Man Arrested for 
Selling Ganja in Cemetery

VANDAVASIJUN.01 
	 An elec-
tricity consumers’ 
grievance redres-
sal meeting, aimed 
at resolving issues 
faced by consum-
ers within the Van-
davasi Electricity 
Division, is sched-
uled to be held this 
Tuesday. The meet-
ing—the June 2026 
edition of the elec-
tricity consumers’ 
grievance redressal 
forum—will take 
place on the up-
coming Tuesday 
(June 2, 2026) at 
the Vandavasi Di-
visional Electricity 
Office, which falls 
under the Tiruvan-
namalai Electricity 
Distribution Circle. 
The event is sched-
uled to commence 
at approximately 

11:00 AM at the Ex-
ecutive Engineer’s 
office, located on 
Venkundram Road 
in Kosappalayam. 
It will be presided 
over by the Superin-
tending Engineer of 
the Tiruvannamalai 
Electricity Distribu-
tion Circle. Through 
a press release, Mr. 
Saravana Thangam, 
the Executive Engi-
neer of Vandavasi, 
has informed the 
public that electric-
ity consumers may 
utilize this oppor-
tunity to voice their 
grievances and have 
them resolved.

Electricity Consumers’ Grievance 
Redressal Meeting in Vandavasi
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WASHINGTONJUN.01
	 A US F-15 
fighter jet that 
crashed in southwest-
ern Iran last month 
was likely shot down 
by a Chinese-made 
shoulder-launched 
missile, an investiga-
tive report has said. 
NBC News reported: 
China may have been 
secretly providing 
military aid to Iran in 
the wake of the US-
Iran war on Febru-
ary 28. In particular, 
China is believed to 
have supplied Iran 
with ‘stealth’ tech-
nology that allows 
it to fly without be-
ing detected by ra-
dars and radar sys-

tems that can track 
long-range targets. 
US officials believe 
that such advanced 
equipment could al-
low Iran to accurate-
ly track advanced 
fighter jets such as 
the US F-15E Strike 
Eagle, NBC report-
ed. US President 
Trump had previous-
ly said that the US 
warplane was hit by 

a shoulder-launched 
MANPADS mis-
sile. Meanwhile, the 
news that the missile 
was made in Chi-
na has caused a stir. 
These small missiles, 
which are carried on 
the shoulders of peo-
ple and used to attack 
low-flying aircraft, 
are generally 7 feet 
long and weigh 40 
pounds.

China shoots down US F-15 jet in Iran

SINGAPOREJUN.01
	 US Defense 
Secretary Pete Hex-
ath has said that India 
is a powerful coun-
try in South Asia. 
India’s strength was 
recognized by the 
world during Opera-
tion Sindhu last year. 
In this context, the 
Asia-Pacific Securi-
ty Summit was held 
at the Shangri-La 
Hotel in Singapore 
yesterday. In this, de-
fense ministers, mil-
itary commanders 
and senior officials 
from 44 Asia-Pa-
cific countries are 
participating and 
discussing security 
issues between the 
countries. In this, US 
Secretary of Defense 
Pete Hexath spoke: 
India is a powerful 
country in South 
Asia. It is modern-
izing its military. 

India’s growing 
military capabilities 
and its strategies in 
maintaining balance 
between countries 
are commendable. 
India’s role in the 
Indo-Pacific security 
system is important. 
India is a key play-
er in border secu-
rity in South Asia. 
India’s efforts to 
strengthen its secu-
rity capabilities are 
commendable. India 
is building a strong 
professional and lo-
gistical capability 
to sustain high-level 

military operations. 
Defense coopera-
tion between the 
United States and 
India is expanding. 
Both countries are 
undertaking joint 
production efforts 
to increase military 
readiness and capa-
bility development. 
We have committed 
to continuing joint 
production with In-
dia to improve the 
Javelin anti-tank 
missile. The Trump 
administration plans 
to increase military 
equipment produc-
tion and military 
spending. We will 
produce the world’s 
best weapons in 
large quantities, at 
high speed, and at 
a reasonable price. 
President Trump 
spent $1 trillion on 
defense last year. He 
said this.

India is a powerful country in South Asia
US Defense Secretary Pete Hexath

Thiruvananthapuram
	 An appoint-
ment letter for a gov-
ernment job is usual-
ly a happy moment 
for job seekers. But 
a man from Kerala 
received an appoint-
ment letter after 18 
years, at his retire-
ment age. Abdul 
Majeed, a resident of 
Kalikavu village in 
Malappuram district 
of Kerala, received 
a letter of recom-
mendation from the 
State Public Service 
Commission (PSC) 
last month. He was 
shocked to see the 
letter, which said that 
he had been appoint-
ed as a part-time ju-
nior Arabic teacher. 
Majeed had written 
the PSC examination 
in 2005 (20 years 
ago). It is also inter-

esting to note that 
the ranking list he 
was selected on ex-
pired in 2008. Abdul 
Majeed said in this 
regard, “It has taken 
18 years for the PSC 
to send this appoint-
ment letter. This job 
has come so late that 
it is of no use to me 
in its current state. 
After I crossed the 
age of 60, I have lost 
all hope of getting a 
government job,” he 
said with pain. After 
repeated advertise-
ments and recruit-
ment efforts, Majeed 

has now been sent 
this letter for a vacant 
post for which no 
suitable candidates 
have been found. 
He has to submit the 
necessary documents 
within 3 months of 
receiving the PSC 
letter and join the 
service. However, ac-
cording to Majeed’s 
school certificate, his 
date of birth is May 
27, 1966. This makes 
him ineligible for 
this appointment as 
he has already passed 
the prescribed retire-
ment age.

Appointment letter for
government job at retirement age 

for someone who applied in 2005

SriperumbudurJUN.01
	 It has been 
reported that goods 
worth several crores 
of rupees were gutted 
in a massive fire that 
broke out yesterday 
at the Hyundai Mobis 
car parts manufactur-
ing factory operating 
in the Irungattukkot-
tai Chipkot industri-
al estate near Sripe-
rumbudur. A factory 
called Hyundai Mo-
bis is operating in 
the Irungattukkottai 
Chipkot Industrial 
Estate near Sripe-
rumbudur in Kanchi-
puram district. A fire 
broke out yesterday 
in the department 
that manufactures 
dashboards and air-
bags for cars. The fire 
is said to have spread 
rapidly due to the 
flammable materials 
stored in the area, 
such as plastic. The 

fire engulfed the en-
tire factory complex 
in thick black smoke. 
Upon receiving in-
formation, more 
than 6 fire engines 
from Sriperumbudur, 
Irungattukkottai, and 
Oragadam rushed to 
the scene and started 
the work of dousing 
the fire. After several 
hours of fighting, the 
fire was contained. 
More than 500 work-
ers who worked in 
the factory imme-
diately after the fire 
broke out were evac-
uated, saving lives. 
Dashboards, airbags, 

and other compo-
nents that were man-
ufactured in this ac-
cident were severely 
damaged by fire. The 
damage was initial-
ly estimated to ex-
ceed several crores. 
Amidst suspicions 
that the fire may 
have been caused 
by factors including 
summer heat and 
electrical leakage, 
the Sriperumbudur 
Police Department 
and the Fire Depart-
ment are jointly con-
ducting an intensive 
investigation into the 
cause of the fire.

Fire at Hyundai Mobis factory
Goods worth crores damaged

NEW DELHIJUN.01
	 The Su-
preme Court has 
ruled that when a 
person under the age 
of 18 is abducted for 
commercial sexual 
exploitation, a case 
can be filed against 
him under the POC-
SO Act. The case 
related to sex work-
ers came up for hear-
ing before a bench 
of Supreme Court 
Justices J.P. Parthi-
wala and R. Maha 
Devan. Hearing the 
petitions, the justices 
said: The consent of 
an adult victim to the 
prescribed exploita-
tion is not relevant if 
any of the ‘methods’ 
listed in the Act were 
used, such as intim-
idation, other forms 
of coercion, abduc-
tion, fraud, abuse of 
power, abuse of a po-
sition of vulnerabil-
ity, or the giving or 
receiving of money 
or benefits to obtain 
someone’s consent. 
That is, the consent 

of a child or the vic-
tim is irrelevant. Cas-
es of child trafficking 
for commercial sex-
ual exploitation can 
also be registered 
under the stringent 
POCSO Act, along 
with relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and 
the Immoral Traf-
ficking Prevention 
Act. This Ministry 
of Justice is issuing 
various guidelines 
to alleviate the con-
cerns of sex workers. 
At the same time, we 
are also clarifying the 
relevant legal frame-
work for prosecuting 
perpetrators and pro-
viding redress to vic-
tims. The awareness 
that someone is be-
ing employed in the 

sex industry does not 
remove them from 
the status of a victim 
of human trafficking, 
as they may have 
been misled about 
the working condi-
tions. Those work-
ing conditions may 
have been the ones 
that later became the 
source of the abuse. 
Section 23 of the 
Constitution prohib-
its human traffick-
ing, begging and all 
other forms of forced 
labour. The section 
prohibits human traf-
ficking in any form. 
Therefore, cases of 
human trafficking 
for commercial sex-
ual exploitation can 
be registered under 
the POCSO Act, the 
court said.

POCSO Act applicable if minors
under 18 are trafficked for commercial

sexual exploitation: Supreme Court orders

NEW DELHI.JUN.01
	 In July last 
year, the Iranian 
Navy intercepted 
and detained the 
oil tanker MV Har-
bor Phoenix near 
the Iranian port of 
Jask. Following 
this, 10 Indian sail-
ors on board were 
arrested and de-
tained. The Colom-
bo Port Authority 
announced that all 
10 Indian sailors 
were released due 
to continuous dip-
lomatic efforts. In a 
statement issued in 
this regard, it was 
stated that, “The 
Indian sailors re-
leased by Iran are 
currently in quaran-
tine. Arrangements 
are being made for 
their return to In-
dia very soon.” In-

dia and Iran have 
long-standing dip-
lomatic and energy 
ties, while India 
balances its close 
ties with the Unit-
ed States and Isra-
el. Iranian forces 
have said they are 
intercepting ille-
gal fuel smuggling 
vessels in the Gulf. 
India has followed 
a policy of keeping 
public comments 
to a minimum and 
maintaining a qui-
et diplomatic ap-
proach in negotiat-
ing the release of 

the Indian sailors. 
No further details 
have been provid-
ed on the reason 
for the arrest of 
the Indian sailors 
or the number of 
hostages. The joint 
website that tracks 
the shipping traf-
fic has dubbed this 
ferry the Palau fer-
ry. India is one of 
the world's largest 
commercial ship-
ping companies. 
Thousands of Indi-
an sailors work on 
the Gulf of Mexico 
ferry routes

10 Indian sailors held captive
by Iran released after months

	 Aadav Arjuna, Minister for Public Works, Highways, and 
Sports Development, inspected the modern sports hostel for ath-
letes—currently being constructed by the Sports Development Au-
thority of Tamil Nadu at an estimated cost of ₹7.95 crore—located 
within the sports complex adjacent to the semi-indoor basketball 
stadium in Coimbatore district.

PUDUCHERRYJUN.01
	 The door-to-
door population enu-
meration process has 
commenced today in 
Puducherry. In the 
Union Territory of 
Puducherry, the Indi-
an Census operations 
for the year 2027 
are being conducted 
from today (June 1) 
until the 30th of this 
month. Conducted 
under the Census Act 
of 1948, this national 
exercise is vital for 
the country’s plan-
ning, the delimitation 
of constituencies, 
and the effective 
implementation of 
public policies. This 
census will be con-
ducted through direct 
enumeration across 
all regions of the 
Union Territory, in-
cluding Puducherry, 
Karaikal, Yanam, 
and Mahe. To fa-
cilitate this, census 
officials will vis-
it every household 
in person to carry 
out the enumeration 
process. During the 
‘House-listing’ phase 
of this exercise, data 
regarding housing 
conditions and ame-
nities will be collect-

ed. According to the 
official notification, 
census officials have 
been authorized to 
ask a set of 33 ques-
tions. To ensure the 
success of this na-
tional endeavor, the 
public is expected to 
fulfill certain duties 
while also exercising 
their rights. Further-
more, the public is 
requested to coop-
erate by permitting 
officials to enter their 
residential premises 
for census purposes 
and to affix census 
numbers or codes as 
required. All personal 
information collected 
by this department 
will be maintained in 
absolute confidenti-
ality under Section 
15 of the Act and 
will not be used as 
evidence in any civil 
or criminal proceed-
ings. District Collec-
tor Kulothungan has 
stated that, in accor-
dance with these reg-
ulations, instances of 
non-compliance or 
the willful provision 
of false information 
may result in the im-
position of a fine of 
up to ₹1,000, as stip-
ulated by law.

Census Operations Begin
Today in Puducherry 

KOTAGIRIJUN.01: 
	 A risk of 
disease outbreak 
has emerged in the 
T h a p p a k k a m b a i 
area—which falls 
under the jurisdiction 
of the Konavakkara 
Panchayat within the 
Kotagiri Panchayat 
Union—due to the 
failure to remove 
accumulated waste. 
More than a hundred 
families reside in 
Thappakkambai and 
its surrounding local-
ities. For the past few 
days, waste collec-
tion has been stalled, 

as the vehicle des-
ignated by the Pan-
chayat Council for 
garbage removal has 
not been operating. 
Consequently, waste 
has piled up in the 
area, creating a haz-
ardous environment 
that poses a risk of 
spreading diseases. 
Therefore, demands 
have been raised urg-
ing the Konavakkara 
Panchayat Council 
to ensure the proper 
and daily removal of 
waste generated in 
these residential ar-
eas.

Risk of Disease Outbreak 
Due to Accumulated Waste

TEHRANJUN.01
	 The United 
States launched a se-
ries of strikes target-
ing Iranian military 
targets a few days 
ago. In this context, 
Iran announced that 
it shot down a US 
MQ-9 Reaper drone 
near Qeshm Island in 
the Strait of Hormuz 
with a domestically 
developed air de-
fense missile called 
‘Arash-e-Kamangir’ 
The US drones are 

said to be worth $30 
million. Iran claims 
that they were shot 
down by a low-cost 
air defense missile, 
without the help of 
radar. The new air 
defense missile is 
named after the Per-
sian mythological 
hero Arash. To cele-
brate this, a billboard 
with the image of the 
famous Persian ar-
cher Arash was put 
up for public viewing 
in Tehran

Iran boasts of downing US 
drone with domestic weapon


