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2-t1ay refresher training
Speaker 1.C.T. Prabhakar informs

Chennai

A two-day
Buddhist  training
course will be pro-
vided to Tamil Nadu
MLAs in Chennai.
Legislative As-
sembly Speaker
J.CT. Prabhakar
said that everyone
should participate
in it. In the recent-
ly concluded Leg-
islative  Assembly
elections in Tamil
Nadu, the Tevaga
party emerged vic-
torious in the most
seats and formed the
government. Out
of the current 229

MLAs, about 145
(60%) are new fac-
es. Of these, only
101 are first-time
MLAs. Meanwhile,
the first session of
the Legislative As-
sembly will begin
on June 18 with the
Governor’s address.
Prior to that, the
MLAs will be giv-

en a 2-day training
on the proceedings
of the Legislative

Assembly. In this
regard, Legislative
Assembly  Speak-

er J.C.T. Prabhakar
told reporters: It is
customary for all
the elected MLASs to
undergo training be-
fore the Legislative

Assembly convenes
after the elections.
Accordingly,  this
time too, a two-day
training camp for all
the MLAs elected
for the 17th Legisla-
tive Assembly will
be held at the Ka-
laivanar Arangathi
in Chennai on June
16 and 17 from 10
am to 5.30 pm. The
Chief Minister will
inaugurate it. He
said that the training
will explain to the
members how they
should behave ac-
cording to the coun-
cil rules.

Government is creating an environment conducive
for women to unleash thelr full potential: PM Modi

New Delh

“In the last
12 years, the Nation-
al Democratic Alli-
ance government has
worked hard to create
an environment con-
ducive to women real-
izing their full poten-
tial,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
completed 12 years
as the Prime Minister.
Modi recently became
the  longest-serving
Prime Minister elected
by the people. In this
context, he said that
in these 12 years, the
government under his
leadership has worked

hard to create an envi-
ronment conducive to
women realizing their
full potential. In his
tweets, he said, “The
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) has
worked hard to ad-
vance women-led de-
velopment in the last
12 years. This is evi-
dent in various sectors.
Women are playing
a key role in various
sectors, from econom-
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ic inclusion and entre-
preneurship to educa-
tion, health, sanitation,

housing, sports, sci-
ence, and administra-
tion. The efforts of the
National Democratic
Alliance government
are based on dignity,
opportunity and em-
powerment. These
efforts have helped
create an environment
conducive to women
realizing their full po-

tential and making a
stronger contribution
to nation building.I
am happy to see In-
dia’s women powering
the field in fields like
science, space, and
innovation. The in-
creasing participation
of women in emerg-
ing sectors like drone
technology is creating
new opportunities and
reshaping the develop-
ment trajectory across
the country.“Our gov-
ernment is providing
strong support to self-
help groups, which
are playing a major
role in making wom-
en financially inde-
pendent,” he said.

Mango festival begins in Chennai: More than
29 varieties from different states on sale

Chennai

‘Let’s celebrate In-
dia’s mango tradi-
tion’, NABARD
Bank and its subsidi-
ary Nabkisan Finance
launched the ‘Mango
Festival - 2026’ at
the Express Avenue
Mall in Royapettah,

Chennai  yesterday,
to provide delicious
mangoes harvest-

ed from the groves
of various states of
the country direct-
ly to the people of
Chennai. More than
25 mango varieties,
including Alphonsa,
Malkow, Imambas-
ant,  Banganapalli,
Sentura, Rumani,
Mallika, Neelam,
Raswali, and Ben-
galuru, from the
states of Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
and Chhattisgarh,
are displayed in 16
stands. The exhibi-
tion will be held from
10 am to 11 pm for 3
days till June 14.Ag-
riculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister R.
Vinoth, who inaugu-

rated the Mangol Fes-
tival, provided loans
worth Rs. 2.25 crore
to 8 farmer producer
institutions from var-
ious districts at the
event. Later, he spoke
as follows: Mango
is cultivated in 1.45
lakh hectares in Tam-
il Nadu and 9.49 lakh
tonnes are produced.
In this regard, under
the National Direc-
torate of Agriculture,
farmers who plant
new mangoes are be-
ing provided with a
subsidy of up to Rs.
30,000 per hectare,
farmers who plant
more mangoes at
short intervals are
being provided with
a subsidy of up to
Rs. 48,000 per hect-

Minister Vlnoth 1naugurated and 1nspected

are, and farmers who
plant more mangoes
at short intervals are
being provided with
a subsidy of up to
Rs. 20,000 per hect-
are for renovating
old mango planta-
tions.Subsequently,
arrangements  have
been made to form
‘Maa’ Special Com-
mittees in Krishn-
agiri, Dharumapu-
ri, Dindigul, Theni,
Vellore, Thiruvallur
and Salem districts
in collaboration with
various departments
to improve the infra-
structure facilities for
‘Maa’. He said that
they have decided to
increase the mango
production, which
is currently 162
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tons, to 1,000 tons

in the next 5 years,

and the produc-
tion of processed
mango products

from 75,000 tons to
1.46 lakh tons.The
event was attended
by Director of the
Department of Ag-
riculture J. Vijaya
Rani, General Man-
ager of NABARD
S.S. Vaseekaran,
Deputy General
Manager H. Manoj,
General Manager
of Reserve Bank of
India Subramanian,
Senior Vice Presi-
dent of NAB Kisan
Mohan Karthik,
and Deputy Chief
Financial  Officer
R.K. Suresh Rama-
lingam.

Deal with US very clnse

Tehran

Iranian
Foreign Minister
Seyyed Abbas Araqg-
chi has said that
the agreement with
the United States is
nearing completion.
In his tweet, he said,
“The Islamabad
MoU is very close to
being finalized. Un-
til it is finalized, the
media should refrain
from speculating
about its content.
In line with our re-
sponsible and trans-
parent approach,
all details will be
shared with the pub-
lic in due course.”
Earlier, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
announced that he
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was canceling air-
strikes against Iran
that were scheduled
for Thursday night.
He announced the
decision after sig-
nificant progress
was made in talks
with Iran’s top lead-
ers. Trump posted
on his Truth Social
media page, “Based
on the discussions

with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran that
have been taken to
and approved by the
highest levels of that
country’s leader-
ship, I, as President
of the United States,
have canceled
the airstrikes and
bombings planned
for today against
Iran.”These dis-
cussions and final
points, both in ba-
sic concept and in
the most detailed
details, have been
agreed upon by all
parties involved, in-
cluding the United
States, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Qa-
tar, Turkey, Paki-

stan, Bahrain, Ku-
wait, Jordan, Egypt,
and other countries.
“Until this agree-
ment is fully fi-
nalized, the naval
blockade will con-
tinue in full force
without any chang-
es. An announce-
ment regarding the
time and place of
the official signing
will be made very
soon,” he said. It
is noteworthy that
this dramatic an-
nouncement some-
what alleviated the
fears of war that had
been prevailing in
the global crude oil
market and in the in-
ternational political
arena.

61-day ban ends tomorrow
Fishermen prepare to return to fishing

Chennai

In order
to increase the fish
population in the
sea and to ensure its
breeding season, the
central government
has banned fisher-
men from going to
sea for fishing in
the Bay of Bengal,
which borders the
states of Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh,
located on the east-
ern coast of the coun-
try, for 61 days from
April 15 to June 14.
Similarly, a fishing

ban has been an-
nounced in the Ara-
bian Sea for 61 days
from June Ist along
the western coast, in-
cluding Kerala. Due
to the fishing ban
in the Tamil Nadu
coast, powerboat
fishermen are not al-
lowed to fish in the
deep sea. During this
ban, fishermen have
been busy repairing
their boats, nets, and
other machinery. In
this situation, the
fishing ban ends to-
morrow (June 14)

night. Therefore, the
powerboat fishermen
are getting ready to
fish in the deep sea.
Accordingly, more
than 1 lakh fishermen
in over 15,000 power
boats from the coastal
districts of Chennai,
Kasimedu, Thiruval-
lur,  Chengalpattu,
Villupuram, Cud-
dalore,  Thanjavur,
Thiruvarur, Nagapat-
tinam, Mayiladuthu-
rai, Puducherry,
Karaikal, Pudukkot-
tai, Thoothukudi
Tirunelveli, a-

manathapuram and
Kanyakumari are
getting ready to go
to sea.The fisher-
men were engaged
in tasks such as low-
ering the repaired
boats into the sea,
folding and hoist-
ing nets on them,
carrying ice boxes,
fitting engines, fill-
ing with diesel, and
buying groceries for
cooking from shops.
They are set to set
out for the deep sea
at 12 midnight to-
MOTTOW.

should | enter politics?

Actor Raghava Lawrence asks opinion

Chennai

Actor  Ra-
ghava Lawrence has
sought public opin-
ion, saying, “I have
received my moth-
er’s permission to en-
ter politics. You, the
people, should de-
cide whether I should
enter politics or not.”
Speaking about this
yesterday via vid-
eo conferencing, he

said: “If T want to
contest in the Trichy
East  constituency,

I must first enter
politics.” T have al-
ways done whatev-
er social service I
could, such as rais-
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ing children in my
home, helping the
disabled, perform-
ing heart surgeries,
and providing edu-
cational assistance.
When Rajinikanth
announced his entry
into politics, I want-
ed to support him.
But my mother did
not agree to it. In
this situation, after

seeing the public
support my friend
Vijay received in
the current election,
my mother’s opin-
ion changed.“Peo-
ple have come to
believe that if good
people enter poli-
tics, they will make
them successful. Go
into politics,” he has
now given the green

light.“Should I enter
politics? Do I have
the qualifications for
it? My fans and the
people, who are like
mothers, should an-
swer. I am waiting
for your decision,”
he said. Further-
more, in his X-site
post, he said, “My
only intention was
to support some-
one close to me and
serve the commu-
nity if they entered
politics.” But today,
circumstances have
brought me to a
point where I have
to get involved in
politics,” he said.

Verdict on bail application of 3 including
Ponnai Balu in Armstrong murder case postponed

Chennai
Armstrong,
the state president of
the Bahujan Samaj
Party, was murdered
in Perambur on July
5, 2024. Ponnai Balu,
Manikandan, and
Santosh, who were
arrested in this case,
had filed a petition for
the third time in the
Madras High Court
seeking bail. The
hearing on these peti-
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s
tions was held before
Justice C. Kumarap-
pan. At that time,
lawyer M. Sridhar,
appearing for the pe-
titioners, said, “The
petitioners have been

in jail for more than
700 days.The other
accused were granted
bail. The High Court
issued an order quash-
ing the charge sheet in
the case and transfer-
ring it to the CBI for
investigation.“Even
after the change of
government, the gov-
ernment has not tak-
en any stand on the
CBI investigation,”
he said. Government

lawyer Ganesh Ku-
mar, appearing for the
police, objected, say-
ing, “Bail cannot be
granted to these peo-
ple as there is a possi-
bility of intimidation
of witnesses.” After
hearing  arguments
from both sides, the
court adjourned the
verdict on the bail ap-
plications of the three
without specifying a
date.
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Minister P. Rajkumar instructs

officials to act with honesty and
integrity Wllllﬂ S_ﬂ\llll!l the Illlllllc

Cuddalore, June 12
A review
meeting  involving
all officials was held
at the Thittakudi
Municipality. The
meeting was presid-
ed over by the Hon-
orable Minister for
Housing and Urban
Development, Mr.
Rajkumar. Officials
from various depart-
ments  participated,
discussing ongoing
schemes and devel-
opment works spe-
cific to their respec-
tive departments.
Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Raj-
kumar stated, “You
must all function
with honesty and in-
tegrity. There will be
no political interfer-
ence from the TVK
(Tamizhaga  Vettri
Kazhagam) side.
Should any such in-
terference occur, you
may bring it direct-
ly to my attention.”
He further instruct-
ed officials to ensure
immediate repair of
electrical faults and

unlnterrupted power
and water supply to
the public. Regarding
the issuance of free
housing site pattas,
he directed officials
to conduct field in-
spections and issue
them only to eligible
beneficiaries, em-
phasizing that they
should not bend the
rules or yield to pres-
sure from the ruling
party. He warned
that action would be
taken against any of-
ficial found violating
these directives. Fol-
lowing this, petitions
were received from
the public. The meet-
ing was attended by
numerous TVK func-
tionaries, including
Thittakudi constitu-
ency District Trea-
surer  Kannadasan,

Joint Secretary Shan-
kar, Town Secretary
Ashok Kumar, Union
Secretaries (Senthil,

Neelakandan, Vi-
jayakumar  Anand,
Prashanth, Isaithami-
lan, Surya, Aravind),
Town Panchayat
Secretary Rajesh,
District ~ Executive
Committee members
(Muthusamy,  San-
thoshkumar, Saroja),
District Youth Wing

member Venkate-
san, Student Wing
members  (Prakash,

Manimaran), Advo-
cate Abibathmavathi,
Umakanth, Town
functionaries (Kan-
nan, Santhoshraj,
Sarath, Balaji, Dilip,
Vishnu), and var-
ious other district
and town-level office
bearers.

Women Protest with Empty Pots
Ilemamling Access to Gauvery

Ramanathapuram,
June 12

More than
150 families reside
in Thattanenthal
village, which falls
under the Keelako-
dumalur Panchayat
near Mudukulathur
in Ramanathapuram
district. While the
villagers have strug-
gled for drinking
water for the past 20
years, they came to-
gether in September
2025 to construct a
small storage tank
to meet their needs;
however, the water
supplied to it was
merely nominal.
Residents  reported
that they often have
to fetch water from
nearby villages using
motorcycles or bicy-
cles, leaving wom-
en who do not own
two-wheelers un-
able to access water.
They also stated that
they purchase water
brought by tractors
at X10 per pot—wa-
ter that allegedly
causes ailments such
as kidney stones,
fevers, and cancer.
They alleged that
whenever they in-
formed the Water

Board officials and

the Panchayat ad-
ministration, water
would be released
for  only about
five  minutes—just
enough to fill a sin-
gle pot—before be-
ing shut off again.
Consequently, wom-
en from Thattanen-
thal village gathered
near the storage tank
built for the Cauvery
water scheme, wait-
ing with empty pots.
For two decades, the
villagers have been
misled by politicians
who promise to re-
solve the drinking
water crisis during
elections.  Despite
making repeated vis-
its to the Ramanatha-
puram District Col-
lector’s office and
filing complaints—
after which officials
would inspect the site
and promise immedi-
ate rectification—the
residents of Thatta-
nenthal remain left
longing for a reliable
water supply. Al-

though plpehne 1nfra-
structure for house-
hold drinking water
supply was installed
last year under the
Jal Jeevan Mission in

this  village—which
otherwise lacks a
water  supply—the
pipes remain unused
and have fallen into
disrepair, serving
merely as ornamen-
tal fixtures in front of
each home. Like the
parched land itself,
the water pipes here
have remained dry
for years. Residents
have requested the
provision of a drink-
ing water facility for
the village through
the construction of
an overhead tank
under the Cauvery
Combined Drinking
Water Scheme. Fur-
thermore, the local
people sustain them-
selves through daily
wage labor and by
cutting *Karuvelam*
(Prosopis  juliflora)
trees.

Jamabandi at Rajapalayam Taluk Office

District Adi Dravidar Welfare Officer
and Tahsildar Receive Petitions from the Public

The “Jam-
abandi’ (annual
revenue settlement)
event was held to-
day at the Rajapa-
layam Taluk office
in Virudhunagar
district. Mrs. Shan-
thi, the District Adi
Dravidar and Trib-
al Welfare Officer,
presided over the
event and received
petitions  contain-
ing various requests
from the public.

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi,
the Rajapalayam
Tahsildar, was also
present. Residents
from wvarious vil-
lages within the
Rajapalayam block
participated in the
meeting and sub-
mitted petitions to
the officials seeking
free house-site pat-
tas, patta transfers,
old-age  pensions,
and basic ameni-
ties. District Wel-
fare Officer Mrs.

Shanthi instructed
the concerned rev-
enue officials to
examine the peti-
tions received from
the public and take
prompt, appropriate
action on eligible
ones. Many mem-
bers of the public,
along with revenue
inspectors, Village
Administrative Of-
ficers (VAOs), and
taluk office staff,
participated in this
Jamabandi event.

Kumbakonam, June
12 —

A protest was
held in Kumbako-
nam by the National
Federation of Indian
Women, demanding
the immediate ar-
rest of a young man
from Trichy who is
accused of deceiving
a young woman from
Kumbakonam after
promising to marry
her.Vijay, a resident
of the Karuman-
dapam area on the
outskirts of Trichy,
reportedly ~ worked
at a private bank in
Kumbakonam a few
years ago. During
that time, he became
acquainted with a
young woman from
Kumbakonam. Their
acquaintance eventu-
ally blossomed into
a romantic relation-
ship, and they re-
portedly became inti-
mate. Vijay promised
to marry the woman
and lived with her
for an extended pe-
riod; however, the
victim has filed a
case alleging that
he deceived her by
repeatedly delaying
and ultimately failing
to fulfill his promise
of marriage. Previ-
ously, a few months

ago, the victim had
lodged a complaint
at the Kumbakonam

All-Women  Police
Station, alleging that
Vijay had deceived
her after promising
marriage. Allega-
tions have arisen that
the All-Women Po-
lice Station showed
negligence by failing
to take appropriate
action on the com-
plaint; it is further
alleged that they al-
lowed the accused
to go into hiding and
subsequently ad-
vised him on how to
secure  anticipatory
bail through the In-
tegrated Court com-
plex. Concluding
that relying on the lo-
cal police was futile
and seeking justice,
the victim—with
the help of her rela-
tives—approached

the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High
Court. She filed a
petition detailing the
events and initiated
legal proceedings
to ensure appropri-
ate action is taken
against the man who
deceived her. The
Honorable Judge
hearing the case can-
celled the anticipa-
tory bail previously
granted to Vijay—a
resident of Karuman-
dapam, Trichy, and
the accused in Crime
No. 29/2025 regis-
tered at the Kumba-
konam All Women
Police Station—via
an order passed by
the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High
Court on June 9 (in
CRL MP (MD) No.
13917 of 2025 in
CRL OP (MD) No.
13068 of 2025). Fur-

thermore, the court
ordered the imme-
diate  implementa-
tion of this directive,
mandating the arrest
and  imprisonment
of the accused, Vi-
jay. Amidst concerns
regarding the delay
in securing justice
for the victim, the
National Federation
of Indian Women
(NFIW)  organized
a massive protest
demonstration on
Friday, June 12, in
front of the Kum-
bakonam Head Post
Office, demanding
immediate justice for
her. The protest was
led by P. Saranya, the
Thanjavur North Dis-
trict Secretary of the
NFIW. District Pres-
ident P. Thamarai-
selvi addressed the
gathering, highlight-
ing the injustices

and sexual harass-
ment faced by wom-
en, and spoke about
the broader issues
women encounter in
society. Many other
female office-bearers
and members partic-
ipated in the event,
including District
Deputy Secretary M.
Priya, Deputy Pres-
idents K. Kalaiselvi
and J. Chandra, and
District Treasur-
er M. Rajalakshmi.
During the protest,
slogans were raised
demanding  justice
for the victim and
the immediate arrest
and imprisonment of
the accused, Vijay.
Additionally, slogans
condemning the po-
lice were raised, al-
leging that they were
delaying action to
arrest Vijay despite
the High Court’s or-
der and were acting
in a biased manner
regarding the case.
At the conclusion of
the protest, City Sec-
retary M. Kavitha
delivered the vote of
thanks. More than 50
female office-bearers
from the Thanjavur
North District unit of
the National Federa-
tion of Women par-
ticipated in the event.

Arulmigu Rudra Kalivamman and
Bhagavathiamman Festival - Karisalpatti

A butter-
milk distribution
stall was inaugurat-
ed in Karisalpatti
Panchayat—part of
the Reddiarchatram
Panchayat Union in
Dindigul district—
to coincide with the
*Utsava* festival
of Arulmigu Rudra
Kaliyamman and
Bhagavathiamman.
Recognizing the im-
pact of the summer
heat, the *Tamizha-
ga Vettri Kazhag-
am* (TVK) set up
and inaugurated
this buttermilk stall
for the benefit of
devotees and the
general public. The
event was graced
by M.L. Vasudevan
(Dindigul  Central

District ~ Secretary),
Tamilarasan (Red-
diarchatram Central
Union  Secretary),
Karnan (Karisal-
patti Panchayat
Secretary), along
with union-level
office bearers, par-
ty functionaries,
and Karisalpatti
branch executives.
Additionally, Divya
Suresh (Reddiarch-
atram Deputy Sec-
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retary and Women’s

Wing Secretary),
Joel Ellison (Ex-
ecutive Committee

Member), and San-
thosh Raja (Party
Functionary) played
a key role in suc-
cessfully organizing
the buttermilk stall.
Buttermilk was dis-
tributed to the dev-
otees and members
of the public who
attended the event

Aayappadi Mujibur Rahman Joins TVK
in the Presence of Minister Venkataramanan

Tharangambadi,
June 13
Aayappadi Mujibur

Rahman, a social ac-
tivist and former in-
dependent candidate
for the Poompuhar
Assembly constitu-
ency, has joined the
*Tamizhaga  Vettri
Kazhagam* (TVK),
led by Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Vi-
jay. Venkataraman-
an, the Minister for
Food and Consumer
Protection and the
Minister  in-charge
of  Mayiladuthurai
district, has been
inspecting  various
government welfare
projects in the dis-
trict over the past two
days. As part of this
visit to Tharangam-
badi, Aayappadi Mu-
jibur Rahman met
Minister Venkatara-
manan in person and
joined the TVK in his

'
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presence. Party func-
tionaries, including
TVK Mayiladuthurai
district administrator
Vaithi, were present
at the event. Mu-
jibur Rahman, who
held a state-level
position in the *Vi-
duthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi* (VCK) for
18 years, had previ-
ously sought a tick-
et to contest from
the Poompuhar and
Mayiladuthurai  As-
sembly constituen-
cies. It is noteworthy
that he subsequently
left that party and

contested as an in-
dependent candidate
in the Poompuhar
constituency during
the 2026 Assembly
elections.  Actively
involved in social
welfare and humani-
tarian work, Mujibur
Rahman works to
bring the basic needs
and grievances of
the public to the at-
tention of the Tamil
Nadu government,
the District Col-
lector, government
officials, and -eclect-
ed representatives
to secure solutions.
After joining the
TVK, he extended
his best wishes for
the successful func-
tioning of Minister
Venkataramanan,
who oversees May-
iladuthurai  district
for the government
led by Chief Minister
Vijay.

The Honorable Minister for Pub-
lic Works and Sports Development, Thiru
Aathav Arjuna, inspected the swimming
pool at the Tiruvannamalai District Sports
Stadium today (12.06.2026). He was ac-
companied during the inspection by Thiru
Sandeep Nanduri, I.A.S., Principal Secretary
to the Government, Department of Youth
Welfare and Sports Development, and Tmt.
Vandana Garg, I.A.S., District Collector of Ti-

ruvannamalai.
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The Honorable Minister for Pub-
lic Works and Sports Development, Thiru
Aathav Arjuna, inspected the Tiruvannamalai
District Sports Stadium today (12.06.2026)
and interacted with female athletes. Thiru
Sandeep Nanduri, IAS, Principal Secretary
to the Government, Department of Youth
Welfare and Sports Development, and Tmt.
Vandana Garg, IAS, District Collector of Ti-
ruvannamalai, accompanied him during the

inspection.

Yesterday, the Minister for Handlooms, Tex-
tiles, and Khadi, R. Gandhi, inspected the
small-scale handloom park located in the
Pichanur area of Gudiyatham Taluk, Vel-
lore District. District Collector P.S. Leela
Alex, Members of the Legislative Assembly
A. Thendralkumar, K. Sindhu, M.M. Vinoth
Kannan, and Dr. Sudhakar, along with Gudi-
yatham Revenue Divisional Officer Subal-
akshmi, Handloom Department Zonal Man-
ager Dalin, Assistant Director Vijayalakshmi,
and others, accompanied him during the in-

spection.
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Indian food production reaches 376 million tonnes
says minister at BRIGS Agriculture Summit

Indore
Pradesh)
Union Ag-
riculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chou-
han has said that
India’s food produc-
tion has reached 376
million tonnes and
the growth of the
agriculture sector
has been recorded
at 4.5 percent. The
two-day confer-
ence of agriculture
ministers of BRICS
countries began to-
day in Indore, the
commercial capital
of Madhya Pradesh
and known as the
cleanest city. In the
inaugural  address,
Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said,

(Madhya

“Aditi Devo Bhava,
meaning the guest is
the god, is an Indian
tradition. I welcome
all the guests based
on that tradition. In-
dia’s activities are
based on the philos-
ophy of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, which
considers the whole
world as one fami-
ly. India has consis-
tently supported the
principles of global
solidarity, peace and
cooperation. India’s
approach is one of
integration, not war;
peace, not conflict.
These principles
will form the foun-
dation for strong
and effective global
agricultural cooper-
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ation in the future.
Small and margin-
al farmers around
the world are facing
challenges due to

climate change, ris-
ing production costs,
and uncertainty in
agricultural markets.
This conference is a

key platform to ad-
dress these challeng-
es collectively. The
interests of small and
marginal farmers are

crucial in strength-
ening global food
security and sustain-
able agricultural de-
velopment. If small

and marginal farmers
are economically and
technologically em-
powered, the world’s
food security archi-
tecture will become
stronger and more
resilient. Women’s
participation in agri-
cultural and rural de-
velopment is crucial.
One of the stron-
gest foundations of
agricultural  trans-
formation is wom-
en’s empowerment.
Crores of women
across the country
are taking leadership
roles in agriculture
and allied activities
through self-help
groups.  Initiatives
like Drone Didi are
becoming symbols

of technological and
social change in ru-
ral India. The partic-
ipation of youth in

modern agriculture
is increasing. Inte-
grating technology

with agriculture cre-
ates new opportuni-
ties and helps create
an environment to
address emerging
global  challenges.
Greater cooperation
is needed among
BRICS  countries.
All member coun-
tries must work to-
gether to strengthen
smallholder farmers,
ensure food security,
and promote sustain-
able agricultural de-
velopment across the
world,” he said.

Only 170 Constituencies to Be Redrawn?
EAC-PM Offers New Delimitation Roadmap

Potential for the number of constituencie

New Delhi

Following
the failure of the
relevant bill in Par-
liament, the Prime
Minister’s Econom-
ic Advisory Council
has put forward a
new recommenda-
tion to delimit only
170 MP constituen-
cies. The ‘Constit-
uency Delimitation
Bill 2026’—which
sought to increase
the number of Lok
Sabha seats from 543
to 850 based on voter
population and to re-
organize constituen-
cies according to the
2011 census—failed
to secure the neces-
sary majority during
the vote in the Lok
Sabha. Consequent-
ly, the Union Gov-
ernment’s plan to im-
mediately implement
the 33% reservation
for women (passed
in 2023) in the 2029
general elections has
also faced a setback.
Meanwhile, to reform
the electoral system,
the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory
Council has released
a comprehensive
study report titled

the Need for Delimi-
tation of Constituen-
cies in the Indian Lok
Sabha (2009-2024).
Under this proposal,
a plan has been for-
mulated to increase
the total number
of Lok Sabha seats
from 543 to 824. To
achieve this, the Ad-
visory Council has
recommended delim-
iting—specifically
by  splitting—only
those 170 constituen-
cies that have a high
number of voters. It
has been advised that
59 of these constitu-
encies be split into
two, and 111 con-
stituencies be split
into three. This plan
ensures that there is
no significant shift
in the balance of po-
litical power among
the states. Specifi-
cally, the scheme is
designed so that the
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representatlon
South Indian states
changes only mar-
ginally—from 23.7%
to 23.6% —while the
share of North and

West Indian states
shifts from 45.6% to
45.2%. Regarding the
number of constitu-
encies per state, the
seats in Uttar Pradesh
would increase from
80 to 120, and those
in Tamil Nadu from
39 to 59. Recom-
mendations have
been made to raise
the seat counts to
72 for Maharashtra,
60 for Bihar, 44 for
Madhya Pradesh, 42
for Karnataka, 39
for Gujarat, 38 each
for Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh, and
30 for Kerala. The
report also advocates
doubling the number
of seats for small-
er states and Union
Territories such as

 Tamil Nadu to rise to 59

Mizoram, Sikkim,
Puducherry, and
Ladakh Further-
more, recommen-
dations include set-
ting up exclusive
polling stations to
boost female voter
participation  and
extending polling
hours until evening
in metropolitan ar-
eas. If the Union
Government ac-
cepts these recom-
mendations, a new
bill is expected to
be introduced in
the upcoming par-
liamentary session.
Based on the new
report, a total of 824
MP constituencies
would be created by
splitting 59 existing
constituencies into
two and 111 constit-
uencies into three.
Of the 59 constit-
uencies slated to
be split into two,
22 belong to Kera-
la and Tamil Nadu
The states with the
highest number of
constituencies to be
split into three are
Uttar Pradesh (17),
Maharashtra (12),
Bihar (10), and
West Bengal (10).

NEET re-exam time extended hy
15 minutes, numhber of worksheets increased

New Delhi

The National
Testing Agency has
issued a notification
extending the NEET
re-examination time
by 15 minutes and
announcing several
other concessions.
The NEET entrance
exam for undergrad-
uate medical cours-
es was conducted
on May 3. Due to
the early leak of the
question paper of
this exam, the NEET
entrance exam was
canceled across the
country and it was
announced that the
NEET re-examina-
tion will be con-
ducted on June 21.
In this, the National
Testing Agency has
issued a notifica-
tion with the aim of
providing addition-
al facilities to the
students. Its details
are: The duration of

the exam has been
increased from 180
minutes to 195 min-
utes. This means that
the NEET exam,
which starts at 2 pm,
will end at 5.15 pm.
This includes proce-
dures such as signing
the attendance regis-
ter at the beginning
and end of the exam.
This step has been
taken to ensure that
the entire time allot-
ted for writing the
exam is utilized for
the purpose, with-
out wasting time on
practical activities.
During the examina-
tion, the number of
rough work papers
for checking calcu-
lations and taking
notes has been in-
creased from two
to four. Also, the
layout of the rough
work pages has been
changed to accom-
modate left-handed

candidates. Earlier,
these pages were
provided only at the
end of the question
paper, but now they
will be 2 pages be-
fore the questions
and 2 pages at the
end. This will be
available in both the
English and regional
language versions of
the question paper.
These changes will
provide significant
benefits to students
appearing for this
important exam.
The National Test-
ing Agency is com-
mitted to ensuring
that the NEET 2026
exam is fair, secure
and student-cen-
tric. Efforts will be
made every year to
improve the exam
experience for stu-
dents appearing for
the NEET exam,
the National Testing
Agency said.
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New Delhi

The names
of Vinayak Damo-
dar Savarkar, Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya,
Madan Mohan
Malviya, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and others
have been named for
the Delhi govern-
ment’s Hindi Acade-
my Awards. The Del-
hi Government has
been giving awards
annually on behalf
of the Hindi Acade-
my. However, these
awards have not been
given for the last four
academic years. In
view of this, the Del-
hi Government has
invited applications
for various awards
for the academic
years 2022-23, 2023-
24, 2024-25 and
2025-26. Under the
Hindi Academy’s
‘Sahityakar Sam-
man Yojana’, six-
teen types of awards
with cash prizes are
to be given to Hin-
di litterateurs, poets
and journalists who
have worked for the
development of the
national  language.
Residents of the na-
tional capital and its
region can apply for
these awards. The
Delhi  government
has asked for appli-
cations to be sub-
mitted by June 23.
Some of the awards
have been renamed.
The awards will be
given in the names
of Vinayak Damo-
dar Savarkar, Deen
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Dayal Upadhyaya,
Madan Mohan
Malviya, late former
Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and
late senior BJP lead-
er and former Leader
of Opposition in the
Delhi Legislative As-
sembly Vijay Kumar
Malhotra. Vinayaka
Damodar  Savark-
ar, known as Veer
Savarkar, was one
of the leaders who
fought for the coun-
try’s independence.
He was imprisoned
in the Andaman sol-
itary confinement for
many years. He was
the president of the
Hindu Mahasabha.
He was one of the
founders of the Jana
Sangh, the prede-
cessor political par-
ty of the BJP. Pan-
dit Madan Mohan
Malviya was an In-
dian educationist. He
founded the Banaras
Hindu University in
Varanasi. He served
as the president of
the Indian National
Congress for four
terms and was a
freedom fighter. The
‘Hindi Academy
Shalaka  Samman’
award has now been
renamed as ‘Pandit
Deen Dayal Upad-
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hyaya Shalaka\\Sam-
man’ and the award
amount has been
increased from Rs.
5 lakh to Rs. 7 lakh.
The ‘Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Bharatiya
Samskruthi and Jyan
Parampara Samman’
award carries a prize
of Rs 5 lakh. The
Rani Akhalyabai
Holkar Samman for
women writers will
carry a prize of Rs
2 lakh. This award
for women writers
was earlier given in
the name of anti-cor-
ruption activist San-
tosh Koli, who died
in a road accident,
during the Aam Aad-
mi Party rule. The
Chand Ravidas Sah-
itya Samman and the
‘Veer Savarkar Sam-
man’ for developing
national conscious-
ness will be awarded
a prize of Rs. 2 lakh.
The other awards
will be awarded a
prize of Rs. 1 lakh.
The list includes the
Pandit Madan Mo-
han Malviya Hindi
Sahityakar Samman,
the Baba Zorawar
Singh Samman for
children’s litera-
ture, and the Swami
Vivekananda Yuva
Pratibha  Samman.

The two awards, the
Vidya Niwas Mishra
Samman for Hindi
journalism and the
Dr. Vijay Kumar
Malhotra Hindi Sevi
Samman for the pro-
motion of the Hindi
language, carry a
cash prize of Rs. 1
lakh each. The list of
Hindi Adami Awards
of the Delhi Govern-
ment includes the
‘Nirmal Verma Sam-
man’ for Hindi trans-
lation and the ‘Ra-
machandra  Shukla
Hindi Utkarsh Sam-
man’. Along with
this, there is also
the ‘Vasudev Saran
Agarwal Samman’
for folk literary
works. Awards are
also given for works
in science, econom-
ics, political science,
history,  sociology,
and other fields. The
‘Devendra Swarup
Samman’ and ‘Mrid-
ula Sinha Samman’
are awards given to
women Hindi writ-
ers. The ‘Narendra
Kohli Samman’ is
also given to those
who have contribut-
ed works in various
literary forms.After
the formation of the
BJP government in
Delhi under the lead-
ership of Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta,
its Hindi Academy
has been getting a
new lease of life. De-
tails of these awards
have been uploaded
on the academy’s
website.

New Delhi

The  Am-
arnath Yatra will
begin on the 3rd of
next month. The 57-
day pilgrimage to
the cave temple lo-
cated at an altitude
of 3,880 meters in
the Himalayas will
take place. Devo-
tees will travel via
the Pahalgam route
and the Baltal route.
In this context, a
meeting on securi-
ty arrangements for
the pilgrimage was
held in Delhi yester-
day under the chair-
manship of Union

Home Minister
Amit Shah.Nation-
al Security Advisor
Ajit Doval, Jammu
and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, Army
Chief General Up-
endra Dwivedi,
and CRPF DGP
G.P. Singh, along
with other securi-

tand administra-
tive officials, were

present.  Officials
said security agen-
cies are integrating
advanced  surveil-
lance technology,
intelligence-based
monitoring, and
coordination of
multi-sectoral orga-
nizations to ensure

a complete securi-
ty environment for
devotees.  Jammu
and Kashmir Police
has also deployed
state-of-the-art sur-
veillance and an-
ti-vandalism equip-
ment. The police
have introduced
a QR code-based
“Bahsan App” to
digitally verify
workers and trad-
ers working on the
pilgrimage  route.
This  arrangement
will help prevent
unauthorized  per-
sons from enter-
ing the pilgrimage

area. Furthermore,
inspections and in-
telligence activities
at the accommoda-
tion centers have
been  intensified.
CRPF DGP Singh
reviewed the secu-
rity  arrangements
for the Kashmir
Valley and direct-
ed the officers to
take proactive de-
fensive  measures.
Singh said that co-
ordination between
various security
agencies needs to
be strengthened to
ensure a smooth pil-
grimage.
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“Iran’s attack on Indian ships IS
unaccentahle” TI'IIIIIIl S accusation

Washington

US President
Donald Trump has
accused Iran of at-
tacking Indian ships
trying to leave the
Strait of Hormuz,
saying it is unaccept-
able. Recently, it was
reported that the US
military had attacked
three oil tankers with
a large number of
Indian sailors in the
Gulf of Oman. India
strongly condemned
this. In this attack
on one of the ships,
three Indian sailors
were killed. In this
context, Trump has
made a contradic-
tory statement. He
posted about this on
the Truth social me-
dia platform. In it,
Trump said, “Their
(Iran) drone attack
on Indian  ships
passing through the
Strait of Hormuz is
completely unac-
ceptable.” What hap-
pened? The oil tank-
er ‘Sedebello’, which
is based in the Pa-
cific island nation of
Palau, is attempting
to enter the Iranian
port by crossing the
Strait of Hormuz.
Out of the 28 sailors
on board, 24 are In-
dians. The US mili-

tary has accused the
vessel of attempting
to cross the Strait
of Hormuz without

following the in-
structions issued to
it. Subsequently, an
American fighter jet
dropped a bomb on
the engine room of
the aircraft, disabling
it. Indian sailors Ad-
itya Sharma, Shiva-
nand Chaureshia,
and Chief Engineer
Patnala Suresh were
killed. Speaking on
the occasion, Indian
Shipping  Minister
Sarbananda Sonow-
al said, “It is un-
fortunate that three
Indian sailors lost
their lives in the at-
tack on the oil tank-
er Setopello.” “The
Modi  government
stands by the fami-
lies of the deceased
sailors in this hour
of grief. I have di-
rected the authorities
to ensure the imme-
diate repatriation of
the rescued Indian

sailors. The bodies
of the deceased sail-
ors will be brought
back to India im-
mediately for the
last rites,” he said.
India Film Festival
India has expressed
deep concern over
the attack on vessels
in the Strait of Hor-
muz and called for
an immediate de-es-
calation of tensions
in the region. It also
summoned the US
ambassador in Delhi
to express its strong

condemnation of
the attack on Indi-
an sailors. US-Iran

deal The country’s
official news agen-
cy has published in-
formation about the
features included in
the draft report on
the agreement to be
concluded with the
United States by
Iran. It states:The
current draft agree-
ment being finalized
between the Unit-
ed States and Iran

does not include any
commitment to cede
control of the Strait
of Hormuz. Negoti-
ations on Iran’s nu-
clear program will
be conducted within
the framework of
Iran’s fundamen-
tal principles. It has
been reported that
issues such as Iran’s
right to enrich urani-
um and the retention
of enriched uranium
will be emphasized
with a view to being
included in the final
agreement. The draft
statement  includes
ending the war on all
fronts, including in
Lebanon, releasing
$24 billion in fro-
zen Iranian assets,
and setting a 60-day
deadline for negoti-
ations on Iran’s nu-
clear program. It is
reported that this in-
cludes the suspension
of sanctions on Iran’s
oil and petrochemical
sales, the complete
lifting of the US na-
val blockade of Irani-
an ports that has been
in effect since April
13, and the US and
its allies paying Iran
at least $300 billion
in compensation for
damages caused by
the war.

Helsinki
Indian
Foreign Minister
S Jaishankar has
said in Finland that
“India is being at-
tacked with weap-
ons sold by Euro-
pean  countries.”
External  Affairs
Minister S Jaishan-
kar has travelled
to Finland, where
he participated in
a discussion on
the international
environment with
the Finnish For-
eign Minister and

the UAE Minister
of State for For-
eign Affairs. In it,
he said “I would
like to make two
important  points
here. India’s pur-
chase of crude oil
is based on its re-
serves and price.

In that sense, we
bought oil from
Russia.Usually,
European  coun-
tries buy crude oil
from Russia. They
bought oil from
Middle Eastern
countries. So India
bought oil from

Russia at that time.
India acts on this
issue depending on
the situation. Simi-
larly, no European
country is attacked
with Indian weap-
ons. But India is
being attacked
with weapons sold
by European coun-
tries. It is not just
now. This has been
happening for
many years. Indi-
ans do not engage
in activities that
endanger Europe,”
he said.

Unannounced
Power Outage in
Thirumangalam

Thirumangalam,
June 13:
Residents
of  Thirumangalam
faced hardship due to
a power outage that
occurred in various
parts of the town last
night. Frequent pow-
er cuts have become
a daily occurrence
in Thirumangalam.
Areas including Ka-
makshiamman Ko-
vil Street, Ananthan
Street, Kodimara
Street, Rajaji Street,
Kamarajapuram, and
Karpagam Nagar ex-
perienced an unan-
nounced power out-
age lasting more than
two hours. Residents
were severely incon-
venienced by this
unscheduled inter-
ruption to the power

supply.

Kabul

More than 30
women have been ar-
rested in Afghanistan
for violating burqa
rules, according to a
UN women’s rights
group. In a statement
issued by the organi-
zation, it said, “More
than 30 women were
arrested by the Tali-
ban on June 9 for vio-
lating orders to wear
the burga and not use
perfume. Although
some of the arrested
women have been
released, these ac-
tions have increased
fear and anxiety
among women and
girls across Afghan-
istan.” “During the
protest against this
action, the Taliban
opened fire and used
batons to disperse the
crowd. At least two
people were killed
and more than 20

_{
were injured,

Human rights experts
appointed by the UN
Human Rights Coun-
cil said in a state-
ment on the incident,
“The protesters are
accused of throwing
stones. However, the
use of violence that
causes casualties
cannot be justified.
The Taliban, who are
the de facto power
in Afghanistan, must
abide by international
human rights treaties
to which Afghanistan
is a signatory.” “The
fundamental rights
of equality, peaceful
assembly, freedom

~ of expression, free-

dom of movement,
and protection from
detention are essen-
tial to restoring pub-
lic confidence and
preventing  further
deterioration of the
situation,” they said.
“In Afghanistan, the
arrest or detention
of a woman carries a
high stigma in soci-
ety, making her vul-
nerable to domestic
and community vio-
lence even after her
release,” said Geor-
gette Gagnon, the
deputy special repre-
sentative for the UN
in Afghanistan.

Hormuz control no longer What does Iran
say ahoutthe US neace treaty draft report?

Tehran

Iran’s of-
ficial news agency
has published in-

formation about the
features included in
the draft report on
the agreement to be
concluded with the
United States. It has
been reported that
no commitment has
been made regarding
giving up control of
the Strait of Hormuz.
The United States
and Israel launched
joint attacks on Iran
on February 28. In
this, Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and the
country’s army com-
mander were killed.
Following this, Iran
launched attacks on
Israel and American

positions in Arab
countries.  Follow-
ing this, Lebanon’s

Hezbollah militants
attacked Israel, and
Israel launched a re-
taliatory attack. Fol-
lowing this, Iran im-

posed restrictions on
the passage of ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz. This led
to an increase in the
shortage of crude
oil and gas in many
parts of the world. In
response, the Unit-
ed States blockaded
the Strait of Hormuz
with its navy. Due
to this, the United
States made it im-
possible for Iranian
ships to enter and
exit. It also brought
Iran’s ports under its
control. Despite the
fighting between the
two sides, reconcili-
ation talks continued.
Following the agree-
ment, US President
Donald Trump an-
nounced on Thursday

that he would sus-
pend planned strikes
on Iran. He also said
that a deal to end the
war could be signed
in the coming days.
The draft report of
the agreement has
now been finalized.
Iran’s official news
agency IRNA report-
ed: The current draft
agreement being fi-
nalized between the
United States and
Iran does not include
any commitment to
cede control of the
Strait of Hormuz.Ne-
gotiations on Iran’s
nuclear program will
be conducted with-
in the framework
of Iran’s fundamen-
tal principles. It has
been reported that

issues such as Iran’s
right to enrich urani-
um and the retention
of enriched uranium
will be emphasized
with a view to being
included in the final
agreement Another
Iranian news agen-
cy, Mehr, reported:
The draft statement
includes ending the
war on all fronts, in-
cluding in Lebanon,
releasing $24 billion
in frozen Iranian as-
sets, and setting a 60-
day deadline for ne-
gotiations on Iran’s
nuclear program. It
is reported that this
includes the suspen-
sion of sanctions on
Iran’s oil and petro-
chemical sales, the
complete lifting of
the US naval block-
ade of Iranian ports
that has been in effect
since April 13, and
the US and its allies
paying Iran at least
$300 billion in com-
pensation for damag-
es caused by the war.
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Bangkok

The Erawan
Shrine in Bangkok,
Thailand, is a popu-
lar tourist destination
for Chinese tourists.
On August 17, 2015,
a powerful bomb ex-
ploded at the shrine,
killing 20 people and
injuring more than
120. Shortly after the
bombing, two men
from China’s Uyghur
Muslim  communi-
ty, Yusuf Miareili
and Bilal Muham-
mad, were arrest-
ed. Based on video
footage, fingerprints
and other evidence,
they were suspect-

A.”"‘

ed of belng 1nvolved
in the bombing. In
this case, the South
Bangkok  Criminal
Court sentenced the
two men to death
yesterday. The court
said that there was
strong evidence
against them, but
that they could not
provide sufficient ev-

idence to prove their
innocence Authori-
ties identified 17 sus-
pects in connection
with the bombing,
but only three were
arrested. It is note-
worthy that charges
against a Thai wom-
an were dropped in
2024 due to lack of
evidence.
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14- year-old boy in critical condition and a
coma following medical negligence at the Periyaku-
lam Government District Headquarters Hospital.

Relatives and lawyers staged a protest, laying siege to the hospital
to condemn Dr. Hariharan, who administered the erroneous treat-

ment.

Sabarimala temple ghee sale irregularities

Koch

An allega-
tion of financial
irregularities  has
been raised in the
anointing oil sold
at the Sabarima-
la Dharma Sastha
(Ayyappan) Temple
in Kerala between
November 17,2025
and December 27,
2025. In particular,
43 employees of
the Thiruvidhangur
Devaswom Board
were accused of
being involved in
financial irregular-
ities out of 16,628
packets of ghee
sold to devotees at
the temple. It was
also alleged that
the sale amount of
the ghee packets
was not credited to
the  Thiruvidhan-
gur Devaswom
Board, resulting in
a huge loss of Rs.
17 lakhs. Following
a complaint filed by
the  Anti-Corrup-
tion Department of
the Thiruvanantha-
puram Devaswom

Order to submit report within 4 weeks

the Kerala

Board,
High Court has suo
motu ordered an
immediate criminal
investigation. In

this situation, the
hearing of this case
was held yesterday
before a bench of
Kerala High Court
Justices V. Raja Vi-
jayaraghavan and
K. V. Jayakumar.
The bench, which
heard the petition,
said: This will be
registered as an
offence under the
Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act and the
Bharatiya  Nyaya
Sambhita. It will ex-
amine whether any
offences punishable
under the Preven-
tion of Corruption
Act, 1988, have

been proven against
the accused persons
and submit a report
to the court with-
in 4 weeks. We are
of the view that the
documents and in-
formation collect-
ed during the in-
vestigation should
be independently
reviewed by the
officer. In such cir-
cumstances, this
situation cannot be
viewed as mere ad-
ministrative negli-
gence or defective
record keeping.
We are of the view
that a detailed in-
vestigation should
be conducted and
the same should be
filed as a report.
Thus, the judges
said.

Investigation into fraud

in Ram Temple donation:
Trust chairman Mahant insists

Ayodhya
Temple
Trust Chairman
Mahant Kamal
Niyayan Das has
urged that an im-
partial inquiry
should be conduct-
ed into the allega-
tions raised in the
Ram Temple do-
nation case. Sam-
ajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav has
alleged that crores
of rupees have gone
missing from the
donation made to
the Ayodhya Ram
temple in Ayodhya,
Uttar Pradesh. He
also urged the Jus-
tice Ministry to take
cognizance of the
matter and investi-
gate it. Meanwhile,
Sampath Roy, gen-
eral secretary of the
Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra
Trust, said that this
is unconfirmed in-
formation and that
verification  work
is currently under-

way. Meanwhile,
yesterday, temple
trust chairman Ma-
hant Kamal Nyaya
Das told the par-
ticipants: There
was no irregulari-
ty in the donations
made by devotees
to the Ram tem-
ple. Accordingly, if
any irregularity is
alleged in the do-
nations to the Ram
temple, an impar-
tial inquiry should
be conducted into
it. He said this. Se-
nior BJP leader and
Union Minister Pi-
yush Goyal said,
“People are not
ready to believe the
false claims made
by Samajwadi Par-
ty leader Akhilesh
Yadav on the Ram
temple donation
issue. The state
suffered greatly
due to lack of de-
velopment during
the previous Sama-
jwadi Party rule in
UP.”



