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Chennai
	 Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Vijay 
has ordered a 100 
percent complete 
waiver of crop loans 
for micro, small and 
other large farmers 
who have taken crop 
loans of up to Rs. 
75,000 through co-
operative banks. In a 
press release issued 
by the government 
regarding this, it was 
stated that “Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minis-
ter Vijay announced 
a crop loan waiver 
scheme on May 25, 
2026, completely 

waiving crop loans 
for small and margin-
al farmers who have 
taken crop loans of 
up to Rs. 50,000. Re-
quests were received 
from various quarters 
from across the state 
to reconsider this 
farm loan waiver. In 
accordance with the 
order of the Chief 
Minister of Tam-
il Nadu to consider 
the above requests 
with sincerity, a re-
view meeting was 
held at the Secretar-
iat on June 15 to re-
view the above crop 
loan waiver scheme. 

In this review meet-
ing, led by Chief 
Minister Vijay, the 
issue of crop loan 
waiver for farmers 
was reviewed with 
the ministers and 
officials of the Ag-
riculture - Farmers 
Welfare Department, 
Cooperatives De-

partment, Finance, 
Planning and Devel-
opment Department. 
In accordance with 
the Reserve Bank of 
India’s Model Oper-
ating Procedures for 
Government Loan 
Waiver Schemes 
dated November 28, 
2025, the govern-

ment should fully 
disburse the entire 
amount of crop loan 
waiver within 45 to 
60 days, and consid-
ering the current fi-
nancial position and 
financial resources 
of the Tamil Nadu 
government, and in 
this difficult situa-
tion, the Chief Min-
ister of Tamil Nadu 
has ordered a waiv-
er of approximately 
Rs. 6,000 crore to 
14.43 lakh farmers 
who have taken crop 
loans from cooper-
ative banks from 
May 1, 2025 to 

February 28, 2026, 
as follows. The dis-
count details are as 
follows: Discount 
for micro, small and 
other large farmers 
(in rupees) - Full 
(100%) loan amount 
will be waived for 
those who have re-
ceived up to 75,000. 
A discount of Rs. 
35 thousand will 
be given to small, 
marginal and other 
large farmers who 
have taken loans 
of more than Rs. 
75,000. Through 
this, all farmers who 
received crop loans 

in the last financial 
year will receive 
a cash benefit of a 
maximum of Rs. 
75,000 and a mini-
mum of Rs. 35,000. 
This crop loan waiv-
er will be of great 
benefit to farmers 
who wish to obtain 
loans for the up-
coming cultivation 
season. · 8,33,773 
marginal farmers to 
receive Rs. 3,599.67 
crore in rebate · Rs. 
1,995.42 crore re-
bate for 5,16,183 
small farmers  
93,548 other large 
farmers to receive 

a rebate of Rs. 
337.15 crore Thus, 
the proposed crop 
loan waiver amount 
for an additional 
14,43,504 farmers is 
Rs. 5,932.23 crore. 
“Under this crop 
loan waiver scheme, 
14,43,504 farmers 
who have taken crop 
loans from coop-
erative banks from 
May 1, 2025 to Feb-
ruary 28, 2026 will 
benefit. This will re-
sult in an additional 
expenditure of Rs. 
5,932.23 crore to the 
government,” the 
press release said.

Complete waiver of crop loans up to 
Rs. 75,000: Chief Minister Vijay orders

Chennai
	 Tamil Nadu 
BJP president Nain-
ar Nagendran sud-
denly met actor Ra-
jinikanth today. In 
his X post, he said, 
“Today, at Poes Gar-
den in Chennai, we 
respectfully met In-
dian film superstar 
Rajinikanth, who has 
received the Dada-
saheb Phalke Award, 
Padma Bhushan, 
along with Arvind 
Menon, the nation-
al secretary of the 
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and the in-charge 
of the Tamil Nadu 
BJP. At that time, we 
were pleased to pres-
ent to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi spe-
cial books published 

to highlight the major 
development projects 
implemented during 
the last 12 years of 
his people’s welfare 
rule and the country’s 
journey of progress. 
“Bharatiya Janata 
Party State Secretary 
Karate Thiyakarajan 
and State Campaign 

Unit Organizer Pan-
diaraj also participat-
ed in the event,” he 
said. Former Tamil 
Nadu BJP leader 
Annamalai recent-
ly left the party and 
started a movement 
called ‘We the Lead-
ers’. He has also said 
that he will soon 

start a political par-
ty. In this context, 
Rajinikanth’s wife 
Latha has also started 
a movement called 
‘People’s Platform’. 
In this context, BJP 
leader Nainar Na-
gendran has met Ra-
jinikanth, which has 
created expectations.

Nayinar Nagendran’s surprise
meeting with actor Rajinikanth

Chennai
	 DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin has ques-
tioned Chief Minister 
Vijay, saying, “Do 
you think I should not 
ask for anything for 6 
months, even when 
the lives of people 
and the safety of chil-
dren are at stake?” In 
a social media post he 
posted about this, he 
said: “I have appoint-
ed efficient officers” 
and “I have formed a 
lioness army.” After 
seeing these news, 
didn’t the Chief Min-
ister hear the cries of 
the parents who are 
mourning the loss of 
their children? When 

will the ‘call sheet’ 
be issued for public 
safety issues? What 
steps have been tak-
en to prevent crimi-
nals from committing 
crimes without any 
fear? When will the 
one who has given 

up the challenge and 
the fight, come out of 
Silent Mode? Do you 
think I should not 
ask anything for six 
months, even when 
the lives of people 
and the safety of 
children are at stake? 

No, do you expect a 
big struggle from the 
Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam? MK Sta-
lin has raised a series 
of questions. A Bihar 
youth has been ar-
rested in connection 
with the sexual as-
sault and murder of a 
3-year-old girl in the 
Pudupettai area near 
Gummidipoondi. In 
this context, when the 
lives of people and 
the safety of children 
are at stake, do you 
think I should not ask 
for anything for six 
months? DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin has ques-
tioned Chief Minister 
Vijay.

Do you think I shouldn’t ask
for anything for 6 months?  

MK Stalin’s  question to CM Vijay

Chennai
	 “The poli-
cy brought by the 
DMK government 
that electricity tariffs 
can be increased by 
a maximum of 6% 
per year is wrong. 
This affects every-
one. The Chief Min-
ister will be con-
sulted regarding the 
electricity tariff hike 
and steps will be 
taken to ensure that 
the people are not 

affected,” said Pow-
er Minister Nirmal 
Kumar. Speaking to 
reporters, he said, 

“The order issued 
in 2022 states how 
electricity tariffs 
should be increased 
annually. Steps will 
be taken to ensure 
that the people are 
not affected by the 
increase in electric-
ity tariffs. A deci-
sion will be taken 
after consulting the 
Chief Minister and 
officials on this. 
The policy brought 
by the DMK gov-

ernment that elec-
tricity tariffs can be 
increased by a maxi-
mum of 6% per year 
every year is wrong. 
This affects every-
one. “There have 
been complaints that 
unnecessary trans-
fers are taking place 
in prisons. Action 
will be taken regard-
ing this. Transfers 
will now take place 
with transparency,” 
he said.

Electricity tariff hike
Measures to ensure that the public is not 

affected - Minister Nirmal Kumar informs

	 Mr. Vivekanand Choubey, Chief General Manager (Chennai) of the State Bank of 
India, along with General Managers Mr. M.V.R. Muralikrishna and Mr. Ravikumar, as well as 
other bankers, met with the Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Mr. S. Joseph Vijay.

	 Mr. Sali S. Nair (Managing Director and CEO), Mr. M.D. Vincent (Executive Director), 
Mr. P.R. Ashok Kumar (Executive Vice President), and Mr. Venkatesan (Chennai Regional 
Manager) of Tamilnad Mercantile Bank met with the Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu, Mr. S. Joseph Vijay.

	 The Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru S. Joseph Vijay, inaugurated the 
training program for the Members of the 17th Legislative Assembly by lighting a traditional 
lamp at the Kalaivanar Arangam in Chennai, in the presence of the Honorable Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly, Thiru J.C.D. Prabhakar.
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	 Public Grievance Redressal Day meeting held at the District 
Collector’s office, government officials—in the presence of Tiruvan-
namalai District Collector Mrs. Vandana Garg, IAS—took the pledge 
for the ‘Day Against Elder Abuse’ on behalf of the Department of 
Social Welfare and Women’s Rights

	 Tiruvannamalai District Collector Mrs. Vandana Garg, IAS, 
distributed assistive devices (15.06.2026) after taking immediate ac-
tion on the petitions submitted by persons with disabilities seeking 
such equipment during the Public Grievance Redressal Day meeting 
held at the Welfare Office for the Differently-Abled within the Dis-
trict Collector’s office.

Ambur, June 16 
	 An inci-
dent near Ambur in 
Tirupattur district, 
where a biologi-
cal mother sold her 
two-month-old baby 
girl for ₹50,000, has 
caused shock. The in-
fant, who had passed 
through several 
hands, was rescued 
in Namakkal district; 
police have arrest-
ed and imprisoned 
six individuals—in-
cluding the couple 
who purchased the 
child—in connec-
tion with the sale. 
Shabeer, a different-
ly-abled man, and his 
wife Jabeena, hailing 
from the Tharaikadu 
area of ​​Pernambut in 
Vellore district, had 
been wandering and 
begging in the Nari-
yambattu area near 
Ambur. Jabeena gave 
birth to a baby girl 
two months ago. At 
that time, Rasheed 
Ahmed, a construc-
tion supervisor from 
the same area, ap-
proached Jabeena and 
offered money in ex-
change for the baby. 
It is reported that 

Jabeena subsequent-
ly handed the baby 
over to Rasheed 
last month after ac-
cepting ₹50,000, 
without her hus-
band’s knowledge. 
Later, noticing the 
baby was missing, her 
husband questioned 
her about it. Fright-
ened by his threat 
that he would not 
let her live with him 
unless she produced 
the child, Jabeena 
approached Rasheed 
again and demand-
ed the baby’s return. 
When the baby was 
not returned, Jabeena 
lodged a complaint 
with the Umarabad 
police station. Fol-
lowing this, a special 
team was formed 
under the orders of 
Tirupattur District 
Superintendent of 
Police Akshay Anil 
Makare to inves-
tigate the matter. 
Police investigations 

revealed that the 
baby had changed 
hands through sev-
eral middlemen and 
was eventually sold 
for ₹13 lakhs to a 
childless couple in 
K u m a r a p a l a y a m , 
Namakkal district. 
Subsequently, the 
police traveled to 
Namakkal and safe-
ly rescued the baby 
from the couple, 
Sathishkumar and 
Harini. The police 
arrested six indi-
v i d u a l s — J a b e e -
na, Rashid Ahmed, 
Pugazhendhi, Uma 
Maheswari, Sathish-
kumar, and Harini—
in connection with 
the sale of a baby. 
The police are also 
investigating anoth-
er person involved 
in the incident. 
The sale of a two-
month-old baby for 
money has caused 
great shock in the 
Ambur area.

2-month-old baby girl sold for ₹50,000
6 people, including the couple 

who bought her for ₹13 lakhs, arrested

	 M. Rajaselvan assumed office to-
day as the District Public Relations Offi-
cer of Dindigul.

Tirupathur, June 16 –
	 District Col-
lector K. Ravikumar 
welcomed Forest 
Minister R.V. Ranjith 
Kumar with a bou-
quet upon his arrival 
at the District Col-
lector’s office com-
plex in Tirupathur. 
Subsequently, at an 
event held within 
the complex, Forest 
Minister R.V. Ran-
jith Kumar, District 
Collector K. Raviku-
mar, and Tirupathur 
MLA Dr. N. Thir-
upathi planted sap-

lings together and 
emphasized the im-
portance of environ-
mental conservation. 
District Superinten-
dent of Police Ak-
shay Anil Makare, 
District Forest Offi-
cer Mahendran, and 

officials from various 
departments partic-
ipated in the event. 
This tree-planting 
program was con-
ducted as part of 
initiatives aimed at 
increasing the green 
cover in the district.

District Collector welcomes visiting 
Minister Ranjith Kumar and plants saplings.

Tirupathur, June 16 –
	 S u r e s h k u -
mar, a resident of 
the Kakkangarai area 
near Tirupathur, sub-
mitted a petition to-
day during the public 
grievance redressal 
meeting held at the 
Tirupathur District 
Collector’s office. 
The petition high-
lights that while the 
government allo-
cates funds to private 
schools to provide 
free education to 
underprivileged stu-
dents under the Right 
to Education (RTE) 
Act—specif ical ly 
covering 25% of the 
student intake—pri-

vate educational in-
stitutions conceal this 
fact. They mislead 
parents by claiming 
that only 25% of the 
tuition fee is waived. 
Furthermore, even 
though the govern-
ment pays the full fee 
amount for RTE stu-
dents, these schools 
also collect 75% of 
the fee from the par-
ents. Consequently, 
private schools are 

engaging in exploit-
ative practices by 
securing 100% of 
the payment from the 
government while 
simultaneously col-
lecting 75% from 
the students’ parents. 
The petition urges 
authorities to inspect 
private schools in-
volved in such fraud-
ulent practices and 
take appropriate ac-
tion against them

Petition to Tirupathur Collector Alleges

Private Schools Collect 175%
Fees Through RTE Misuse

Vaniyambadi, June 
17 
	 CCTV foot-
age showing a man 
stealing a cell phone 
from a female phar-
macy employee in 
Vaniyambadi, Tir-
upattur district, us-
ing a clever ruse has 
gone viral on social 
media, causing a stir. 
Mohankumar runs a 
pharmacy on Kacheri 
Road in Vaniyam-
badi. On the day of 
the incident, he had 
stepped out of the 
shop for work-relat-
ed reasons, leaving 
the young female 
employees alone 
at the pharmacy. 
An unidentified man 
arrived, pretending 
to be a customer 
looking to buy med-
icine. He claimed 
that a relative had 
been admitted to a 
nearby hospital for 
treatment and asked 

the female employ-
ee for her cell phone 
to contact them. 
Trusting him, the em-
ployee handed over 
her phone. The man 
pretended to make a 
call for a short while; 
seizing the moment 
when the employee 
was occupied with 
other customers, 
he fled the scene 
with the phone. 
Pharmacy owner 
Mohankumar has 
lodged a complaint 

regarding this in-
cident at the Vani-
yambadi Town 
Police Station. 
Acting on the com-
plaint, the Vaniyam-
badi Town police 
have secured and 
are examining the 
CCTV footage re-
corded at the scene. 
They are also con-
ducting an intensive 
investigation to iden-
tify the unidentified 
man who fled with 
the phone.

Cell phone stolen from female 
pharmacy employee in Vaniyambadi 

using a ruse; CCTV footage goes viral.

Tirupattur
	 On the occa-
sion of World Elder 
Abuse Awareness 
Day, government of-
ficials took a pledge 
against elder abuse 
at the Tirupattur 
District Collector’s 
office conference 
hall, presided over 
by District Collector 
K. Ravikumar. Also 
present were Dis-
trict Revenue Officer 
J. Narayanan, Spe-
cial Deputy Collec-
tor (Social Security 

Schemes) Booshana-
kumar, Assistant Di-
rector of Panchayats 
(South) Mahadevan, 
Additional Person-
al Assistant to the 
Collector (Land) 
Murugesan, Assis-
tant Commissioner 
(Excise) Vediappan, 
District Adi-Dravi-
dar Welfare Officer 
Thamaraimanalan, 
District Tribal Wel-
fare Project Officer 
Senthilkumar, and of-
ficials from the con-
cerned departments.

Pledge Against Elder
Abuse Taken in Tirupattur on 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day

Tirupattur
	 A public 
grievance redressal 
meeting was held at 
the Tirupattur District 
Collector’s office con-
ference hall, presided 
over by District Col-
lector K. Ravikumar. 
During the meeting, 
petitions contain-
ing various requests 
were received from 
the general public 
and persons with dis-
abilities. The District 
Collector instructed 
officials from all de-
partments to ensure 
immediate resolution 
of petitions received 
under the Honorable 
Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu’s flag-
ship scheme, “Chief 
Minister in Your Con-
stituency” (Ungal 
Thoguthiyil Mudhal-
var). Furthermore, the 
Collector received a 
total of 498 petitions 
covering a wide range 
of issues—includ-
ing matters related to 
the Revenue, Police, 
Rural Development, 
Agriculture, Munic-
ipal Administration, 
Town Panchayat, and 
Forest departments; 

land *patta* grievanc-
es and transfers; free 
house-site *pattas*; 
old-age pensions; 
cooperative loan as-
sistance; housing re-
quests via the Tamil 
Nadu Slum Clearance 
Board; electricity-re-
lated grievances; 
welfare assistance 
for persons with dis-
abilities; the Health 
Department; general 
village issues; drink-
ing water facilities; 
and other matters of 
public interest. He 
handed these petitions 
over to the respective 
departmental officials, 
ordering them to con-
duct proper inquiries 
and take immediate 
action on all eligi-
ble requests. Subse-
quently, at the public 
grievance redressal 
meeting, District Col-
lector Ku. Ravikumar 
distributed govern-
ment welfare assis-
tance worth a total of 
₹71,360 to seven dif-
ferently-abled indi-
viduals on behalf of 
the Department for the 
Welfare of Different-
ly-Abled Persons. The 
assistance included 

hearing aids (worth 
₹3,285 each) for two 
individuals, wheel-
chairs (worth ₹8,000 
each) for two individ-
uals, a mobile phone 
(worth ₹14,490) for 
one individual, a 
prosthetic leg (worth 
₹24,800) for one indi-
vidual, and a special 
chair (worth ₹9,500) 
for one individual. 
District Revenue Of-
ficer J. Narayanan, 
Special Deputy Col-
lector (Social Security 
Schemes) Booshana-
kumar, Assistant Di-
rector of Panchayats 
(South) Mahadevan, 
Additional Personal 
Assistant to the Dis-
trict Collector (Land) 
Murugesan, Assis-
tant Commissioner 
(Excise) Vediappan, 
District Adi Dravi-
dar Welfare Officer 
Thamaraimanalan, 
District Tribal Wel-
fare Officer Sent-
hilkumar, District 
Different ly-Abled 
Welfare Officer Kan-
nan, government of-
ficials from various 
departments, and oth-
ers participated in the 
meeting.

498 Petitions Registered at the 
Public Grievance Redressal Meeting 

Held at the Tirupattur Collector’s Office

Vellore, June 17
	 On the oc-
casion of the Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minis-
ter’s birthday, func-
tionaries of the 34th 
Ward distributed 
school bags, note-
books, and school 
supplies to approxi-
mately 300 students 
in the Arasamarapet-
tai area (part of the 

Vellore West Dis-
trict’s 34th Ward). 
The event was held 
under the leader-
ship of Vellore West 
District Secretary 
R. Velmurugan and 
in the presence of 
Vellore MLA M.M. 
Vinoth Kannan; nu-
merous district-lev-
el functionaries also 
participated.

TVK functionaries distributed
school bags, notebooks, 

of Arasamarapettai, Vellore.

	 Dr. M. Sud-
hakar (IPS), who 
served as the Super-
intendent of Police 
(SP) for Tiruvan-
namalai district, has 
been transferred to 
the post of SP for the 
Non-Resident Indi-
ans (NRI) wing at the 
Chennai DGP office. 
Consequently, A.C. 
Karthikeyan (IPS), 
currently the Depu-
ty Commissioner of 

Adyar, Chennai, has 
been appointed as the 
new Superintendent 
of Police for Tiruvan-
namalai district.

A.C. Karthikeyan Appointed
as New SP of Tiruvannamalai

	 A mega free general medical camp 
was jointly organized by the Lions Club and 
Salem Sri Chellappa Multi-Specialty Hospi-
tal at the Panchayat Union Primary School 
premises in Manalurpet, Kallakurichi dis-
trict.



 0316.JUNE.TUESDAY.2026

New Delhi
	 While 20 
Trinamool Congress 
MPs have written to 
Speaker Om Birla 
demanding that they 
be declared a sepa-
rate party, it has been 
reported that he will 
announce his deci-
sion only after hear-
ing the arguments 
from both sides. The 
internal problems 
within the Trinamool 
Congress party led 
by Mamata Banerjee 
have intensified after 
the party’s defeat in 
the recently conclud-
ed assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal. 
After Mamata Baner-
jee announced So-
vandeep Chattopad-
hyay as the Leader of 
the Opposition after 
the election defeat, 
58 MLAs opposed 
it and supported Ri-
tabrata Banerjee and 
made her the Leader 
of the Opposition. 
Similarly, 20 out of 
the 28 MPs of the 
Trinamool Congress 
party, working as a 
separate team, met 
Speaker Om Birla 
and submitted a letter 
to him seeking rec-
ognition as MPs of 
the Nationalist Cit-
izens Party of India 
(NCPI). This letter is 

currently under con-
sideration by Speaker 
Om Birla. It has been 
reported that Speaker 
Om Birla will take a 
decision on this is-
sue only after hear-
ing the arguments of 
both sides. For this, 
an email was also 
sent to the Trinamool 
Congress MPs led 
by Mamata Baner-
jee from the Speak-
er’s office yesterday 
(June 16). In it, they 
have been invited to 
meet the Speaker in 
person yesterday eve-
ning. However, since 
Abhishek Banerjee, a 
key Trinamool Con-
gress MP, was under 
investigation by the 
Enforcement Direc-
torate, another MP, 
Kirti Azad, went to 
the Speaker’s office 
to explain. She has 
requested a different 
date and time to meet 
the Speaker Speak-
ing to reporters, Kirti 
Azad said, “We have 
submitted our letter 

to the Speaker. We 
have stated in it that 
the real Trinamool 
Congress is Mama-
ta Banerjee and the 
party is hers. The let-
ter submitted by the 
disgruntled MPs to 
the Speaker is mis-
leading. Some people 
have submitted such 
a letter for self-inter-
est. The party they 
claim to be affiliated 
to has no members in 
Parliament. It is an 
unrecognized, unreg-
istered party. It has no 
identity. This is not 
democracy.” The In-
dian Nationalist Cit-
izens Party, which is 
operating in the state 
of Tripura, is said to 
be actively working 
to strengthen Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s hand. It is 
said that he has wel-
comed the joining 
of 20 MPs from the 
Trinamool Congress 
party, which he be-
lieves will give the 
party a huge boost.

A decision will be taken only after
hearing the arguments of both sides”  

Speaker confirms on Trinamool MPs issue

Guwahati
	 Nine people 
are stranded on the 
India-Bangladesh 
border due to con-
fusion over which 
country they belong 
to. The Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) has 
intercepted nine peo-
ple trying to enter In-
dia from Bangladesh 
at the South Sal-
mara-Mankachhar 
district border in As-
sam. They have been 
advised to return to 
their country. How-
ever, the Bangladesh 
Police Force (BPF) 
has been refusing to 

allow them in. The 
BPF says there is no 
evidence that they 
are Bangladeshi na-
tionals. Since their 
citizenship is yet to 
be confirmed, the 
nine are unable to 
enter either coun-
try. They are stuck 
in the middle of the 
border between the 
two countries. A flag 
meeting is being 
held between the In-
dian Border Security 
Force (BSF) and the 
Bangladesh Bor-
der Security Force 
to resolve the issue. 
However, no deci-

sion was reportedly 
taken in the meeting. 
Tensions have been 
reported at the In-
dia-Bangladesh bor-
der in the Mankachar 
sector after the nine 
people were found 
stranded on the bor-
der on Sunday. In a 
video circulating on 
social media, one of 
them is heard claim-
ing to be Bangla-
deshi citizens and 
has come to India for 
work. Several other 
videos have also sur-
faced showing them 
crying, unsure about 
their future.

9 people stranded at India-Bangladesh border
as border forces of both countries deny permission

New Delhi
	 A severe dust 
storm hit Delhi yes-
terday, as the India 
Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) is-
sued a ‘red alert’ for 
all parts of the city 
Light to moderate 
rain with thunder and 
lightning is likely to 
occur in some parts 
of the capital, along 
with strong winds 
gusting to 60-80 
kmph. Winds gusting 
to 92 kmph were re-
ported in Palam and 
Dwarka districts as 
of 2:30 pm yesterday. 
Earlier, an ‘Orange 
Alert’ was issued in 
many parts of Delhi, 
indicating that light 
rain with thunder and 

lightning is likely. 
The Meteorological 
Department has pre-
dicted that light rain 
will occur in parts 
of Delhi, includ-
ing Fatehabad, Jind, 
Sonipat and Rohtak, 
following the dust 
storm. Delhi also re-
ceived light rain yes-
terday morning. The 
rainfall was caused 
by a sudden western 
disturbance in the 
Himalayan region. 

However, experts say 
that the temperature 
in the capital will 
gradually increase 
from Tuesday as the 
influence of this sys-
tem starts to wane. 
The IMD has said 
that due to a severe 
western disturbance, 
rains will continue in 
northwest India till 
June 19. The rains 
will provide relief to 
the people from the 
intense heat wave.

Dust storm hits Delhi 
winds gust up to 92 kmph

Gilchipur
	 Sardar Singh 
Tanwar is from Mad-
hya Pradesh. He is 
an alcoholic. On the 
night of the 10th, he 
returned home drunk 
and had an argument 
with his wife Mangi 
Bai. When the argu-
ment escalated, he 
beat and kicked his 
wife. After saying 
that he was going 
to file a complaint 
with the police, his 
wife left the house at 
night. The husband 
forcibly brought her 
home, tied her to a 
pillar with an iron 
chain and locked 
her. Then, he heated 
the iron rod in a gas 
stove and applied it 
to several places on 
his wife’s body. No 
one came forward 
to help her. She re-
mained tied to the 
iron chain for a whole 

day. Sardar Singh 
called his villagers 
to the panchayat 
to try to stop his 
wife from filing a 
complaint with the 
police. When the 
husband went out-
side, he picked up a 
nearby stone, broke 
the lock, and cut 
the iron chain. He 
then walked 6 km 
to the police station 
at night. Seeing her 
walking around 
with a chain and a 
padlock around her 
neck, many thought 
she was mentally 
ill. Only one person 

took pity on this 
woman and bought 
her food. At 10 pm, 
Mangibai entered 
the Kilchipuram po-
lice station. The po-
lice were shocked 
to see her condi-
tion. She told them 
that her husband, 
who was drunk, 
had beaten her and 
set her on fire. The 
police removed the 
iron chain and pad-
lock from her neck, 
immediately reg-
istered a case, ar-
rested Sardar Singh 
and produced him 
in court

Husband arrested for 
chaining and torturing wife 

Bathinda
	 Two people 
have been arrest-
ed for installing a 
secret camera on 
an electric pole to 
monitor a military 
base. Bathinda city 
in Punjab is home 
to the largest mil-
itary base and the 
military headquar-
ters. It is also home 
to the Bathinda Air 
Force Base. Police 
were investigating 

a road accident in 
this security-sen-
sitive area. At that 
time, a CCTV cam-
era was installed 
on an electric pole 
on the road. It was 
confirmed that it 
was not installed by 
the police depart-
ment. Later, when 
the CCTV camera 
was examined, it 
was found to be so-
lar-powered and had 
a SIM card installed 

in it. Its recordings 
were found to have 
been sent to anti-na-
tional forces in Pa-
kistan and Canada. 
During the investi-
gation into the per-
son who bought the 

SIM card, a cook 
named Ashok Singh 
(40) from Sarai vil-
lage in Amritsar dis-
trict was arrested. 
He is the one who 
bought the CCTV 
camera and SIM 
card and installed 
it on the electricity 
pole along with an 
unemployed person 
named Akshdeep 
Singh (22). Both of 
them were arrested 
after this. The police 

are looking for the 
mastermind and his 
accomplice behind 
this. They are in-
volved in a conspir-
acy to send video re-
cordings of military 
parades on Bathinda 
Road to extremist 
forces in Pakistan 
and Canada. Fol-
lowing this incident, 
security measures 
are being taken to 
strengthen security 
in the Bathinda area.

Secret camera on electric pole to monitor military base
Two arrested for working on behalf of terrorists in Pakistan, Canada

	 Solomon Raja assumed charge a 
short while ago as the Inspector of Police 
at Vadaponparappi, near Sankarapuram in 
Kallakurichi district. All the police personnel 
at the station extended their best wishes to 
him.

Ariyalur, June 17
	 Amidst ris-
ing temperatures in 
the Sendurai block 
of Ariyalur district, 
strong winds and 
rain accompanied by 
dark clouds swept 
through the area on 
Monday evening. In 
the nearby village of 
Perumpandi, multi-
ple electricity poles 
and trees collapsed 
into residential ar-
eas, damaging the 
homes of residents 
including Kathirvel, 
Shanmugam, An-

jalai, Periyasamy, 
and Ilavarasan. Con-
sequently, local res-
idents are living in 
fear. With the poles 
toppled and power 
lines sagging danger-
ously low, the public 
has urged the district 
administration to im-
mediately repair the 
infrastructure and re-
store the power sup-
ply to prevent acci-
dents. They have also 
requested that steps 
be taken to address 
the damage caused to 
the houses.

Residents Seek Immediate Action

After Storm Damages 
Homes Near Sendurai

	 Office bearers of the Tiruvannamalai 
District and Taluk units of the Tamil Nadu 
Government All-Department Pensioners’ 
Association met the newly appointed Dis-
trict Collector of Tiruvannamalai as a courte-
sy call and conveyed their best wishes.
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Jakarta
	 A 6.7-mag-
nitude earthquake 
struck Indonesia this 
morning, followed by 
strong aftershocks.
Residents fled their 
homes after an earth-
quake struck parts 
of Bali and Central 
Sulawesi on Tuesday 
morning. The after-
shocks, which were 
followed by tremors, 
lasted for more than a 
minute. There was no 
immediate report of 
damage or casualties. 
The epicenter of the 
quake was 46 kilo-
meters east-southeast 
of Bali, the capital 
of Central Sulawesi 
province, at a depth 
of about 10 kilome-
ters, the US Geo-
logical Survey said. 

It was followed by 
another earthquake 
with a magnitude 
of 5.2. According 
to government of-
ficials, the tremors 
were felt strong-
ly in the areas of 
Bali, Sigi, Tongla 
and Tojo Una-Una. 
It has also been re-
ported that people 
moved from coastal 
areas to safer places 
as a precautionary 
measure against tsu-
nami due to the se-
ries of earthquakes. 

Indonesia is a coun-
try prone to frequent 
earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions. 
This is the second 
powerful earthquake 
to hit Southeast Asia 
in June. Earlier, a 
powerful 7.7-mag-
nitude earthquake 
struck the Philip-
pines on June 8. 
In January 2021, 
a 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake near the 
town of Mamuju 
on Sulawesi island 
killed 100 people.

6.7 magnitude earthquake hits Indonesia

New Delhi
	 Israeli Am-
bassador to India Ru-
wan Azhar has said 
that we do not trust 
Pakistan. The war 
between the United 
States and Iran be-
gan on February 28. 
An interim cease-
fire agreement was 
reached on April 
8. Peace talks were 
held between the two 
sides. After some 
delay, the two sides 
have now finalized 
the peace agreement. 
The agreement will 
be formally signed 
in Geneva on Fri-
day. Prior to this, the 
two sides signed the 
agreement virtually 
online. In this con-
text, Israeli Ambas-
sador to India Ruwan 
Azhar has said that he 
does not trust Paki-
stan. In an interview 
with a news agency, 
he said, “I have al-
ready said this in my 
various interviews. 
We do not trust Pa-

kistan or Pakistanis. 
“I find Pakistan’s 
attitude and actions, 
including the com-
ments made by the 
Pakistani Defense 
Minister against 
Jews, to be condem-
nable,” he said. Last 
April, Pakistani For-
eign Minister Kha-
waja Asif’s com-
ments on Israel on 
social media sparked 
controversy. He had 
said that Israel was 
a curse on humani-
ty. Israel reacted to 
that at the time. In 
this context, Ruwan 
Azhar has now made 
this comment. Paki-
stan mediation Pa-
kistan mediated the 
peace talks between 
the US and Iran, 

which US President 
Trump confirmed. 
Similarly, the cease-
fire in the Middle 
East, followed by 
talks between the 
Iranian and US lead-
ers in Islamabad, are 
examples of this. 
Furthermore, Paki-
stani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif had 
announced in a so-
cial media post that 
the peace agreement 
between the US and 
Iran had been final-
ized. It is noteworthy 
that at that time, She-
hbaz Sharif had men-
tioned the names of 
countries including 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
and Turkey as having 
been supportive in 
this process.

We don’t trust Pakistan
Israeli ambassador openly

Bratislava
	 S l o v a k 
Prime Minister Rob-
ert Fico has stressed 
that India should be 
given a permanent 
seat in the UN Secu-
rity Council. Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, who conclud-
ed his visit to France, 
arrived in Bratislava, 
the capital of Slo-
vakia, on Tuesday 
night. He met and 
spoke to the country’s 
Prime Minister Rob-
ert Fico yesterday. 
Later, the two inter-
acted with reporters. 
At that time, Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi said: The trade 
relationship between 
India and Slovakia 
is strengthening. In 
2017, India launched 
Slovakia’s first satel-
lite into space. The 
Indian space sector 
is growing rapidly. I 
invite Slovak compa-
nies to invest in this 
sector. An important 
agreement on digital 
technology has been 
signed between the 
two countries. An 

important agreement 
on Indian workers 
working in Slova-
kia has been signed. 
Both countries are 
committed to peace. 
In that way, we will 
work together for 
world peace. I invite 
Slovak Prime Minis-
ter Robert to visit In-
dia. He said this. Slo-
vak Prime Minister 
Robert Fico said: Slo-
vakia is a member of 
the European Union. 
We wholeheartedly 
welcome the sign-
ing of the Free Trade 
Agreement between 
India and the Euro-
pean Union. Nar-
endra Modi has the 
distinction of being 
India’s longest-serv-
ing Prime Minister. 
His election victory 
is a global political 
miracle. India is a 

pioneer in the world 
in artificial intelli-
gence, information 
technology and dig-
italization. India is 
growing faster than 
developed countries 
in the world econo-
my. Such a special 
India should be giv-
en a permanent seat 
in the UN Security 
Council. He said.11 
Contract signing 
During the meeting, 
11 agreements were 
signed between the 
two countries on em-
ployment of Indian 
workers in Slovakia, 
mutual cooperation 
in the defense sector, 
exchange of digital 
technologies, coop-
eration in higher ed-
ucation and research, 
audio-video produc-
tion, AI presence 
on behalf of India 

at the University of 
Kosice in Slovakia, 
quantum communi-
cation, natural med-
icine, cooperation 
between Indian-Slo-
vak universities, cir-
cular economy, and 
science. They also 
decided to work to-
gether to counter 
extremism. In this 
regard, three an-
nouncements were 
made, including the 
establishment of a 
special task force 
between the two 
countries. Welcome 
with the song Vande 
Mataram This is the 
first time an Indi-
an Prime Minister 
has visited Slovakia 
since India gained 
independence. Modi 
was given a tradi-
tional welcome with 
bread and salt in the 
capital Bratislava. 
Since bread symbol-
izes prosperity and 
salt symbolizes val-
ue, protection, and 
lasting friendship, 
it is a traditional 
custom to welcome 
guests to Slova-

kia with bread and 
salt. Slovak Foreign 
Minister Juraj Plan-
er welcomed Prime 
Minister Modi. Lat-
er, local artists sang 
Vande Mataram and 
performed folk danc-
es. This impressed 
Prime Minister Modi 
a lot. After conclud-
ing his visit to Slo-
vakia, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 
will return to France 
to participate in the 
G7 summit. Naren-
dra Modi took office 
as the Prime Minis-
ter of India on May 
26, 2014. He was 
re-elected as Prime 
Minister in the 2019 
and 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. During his 
first term, he made 49 
foreign trips. During 
his second term, he 
went to 27 foreign 
countries. Now, in 
his third term, he 
has made 24 foreign 
trips, including Slo-
vakia. In total, Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi has made 100 
foreign trips in the 
last 12 years.

Slovakian Prime Minister urges
India to be given permanent 

seat in UN Security Council

Washington
	 The US-
Iran peace deal will 
be signed in Gene-
va, Switzerland, on 
the 19th. The Strait 
of Hormuz will be 
opened immediately 
upon signing. The 
US Navy’s presence 
there will also be 
immediately with-
drawn. Iran refused to 

sign the nuclear deal, 
and the US and Israe-
li forces launched an 
attack on the country. 
In this, many peo-
ple, including Iran’s 
Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei, were 
killed. Many of 
Iran’s military bases 
were destroyed. The 
war closed the Strait 
of Hormuz, affect-
ing the flow of cargo 
ships. Hundreds of 
ships were stranded 
here, leaving sailors 
stranded. The US 
Navy also intervened 
here and blocked the 
flow of ships from 
the Iranian port. This 
has exacerbated fuel 
shortages worldwide 
and caused prices to 

rise. Then, on April 
8, Pakistan and Qa-
tar joined efforts to 
broker a peace deal 
between the two 
sides to end the war. 
The United States set 
a deadline for Iran to 
either hand over its 
enriched uranium 
to the Internation-
al Atomic Energy 
Agency or destroy it. 
Iran has not agreed 
to this. This led to a 
long delay in signing 
a peace agreement 
between the two 
sides. US President 
Trump warned sev-
eral times that Iran 
would be completely 
destroyed if it did not 
sign the peace agree-
ment. However, Iran 

remained firm in its 
commitment and 
warned that if the US 
attacked, it would at-
tack the Gulf coun-
tries. There were 
also small-scale 
clashes between the 
two sides from time 
to time. In this situ-
ation, the two-month 
standoff has now 
come to an end as 
Iran has agreed to 
give up its nuclear 
weapons program. 
The United States 
and Iran have agreed 
to sign a peace agree-
ment. The peace 
agreement will be 
signed on the 19th 
in Geneva, Switzer-

land. Iran has an-
nounced that Leba-
non has also joined 
the agreement. US 
President Trump 
announced that the 
Strait of Hormuz 
would be opened to 
all shipping from the 
19th after the sign-
ing of the agreement. 
At the same time, 
Iran announced that 
the US naval block-
ade would be lifted 
immediately. Fol-
lowing this, Trump 
posted on his Twit-
ter page that ships 
had started to sail 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz last night, 
carrying oil. Key 
points: The Iran-US 
war will end im-
mediately through 
a peace deal. The 
Strait of Hormuz 
will be opened to all 
shipping. The US 
naval presence will 
be withdrawn within 
30 days. There will 
be an immediate and 
permanent end to 
war and military op-
erations on all fronts, 
including Lebanon. 

US-Iran peace deal signed on June 19
End to 2-month-long standoff

Welcome by
PM Narendra Modi

	 The US-Iran ceasefire agreement 
has been finalized. In this regard, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said in a post on 
social media yesterday: The West Asian 
conflict has caused severe economic dis-
ruption across the world and led to loss 
of life in many countries. I wholeheart-
edly welcome the understanding reached 
between the US and Iran to end it. This 
agreement will help restore peace and sta-
bility in the region and ensure freedom of 
navigation. We look forward to reaching 
a final agreement in the negotiations on 
other issues. The Prime Minister said this. 
The agreement was welcomed by various 
countries, including Turkey and Qatar.

Trump’s greetings:
	  

US President Trump said, “This 
agreement will bring peace and security 
to the entire region. I hereby give full au-
thorization to open the Strait of Hormuz 
without restrictions, and I will immediate-
ly withdraw the US naval force. Interna-
tional shipping will continue. Oil supplies 
will continue to flow unhindered.” US Vice 
President J.D. Vance, who was initially in-
volved in the peace talks, said, “The new-
ly announced ceasefire agreement could 
usher in a new era in the Middle East. The 
Gulf states, Pakistan and President Trump 
applaud the diplomatic efforts that helped 
bring about this agreement, in which we 
can say with confidence that Iran will nev-
er have a nuclear weapon.”

	 Israeli De-
fense Minister 
Itamar Ben-Givir 
has said that the 
US-Iran peace 
deal created by 
Trump will not 
bind us. In a post 
on X, Ben Kivir 
wrote, “Trump’s 
deal does not bind 
us. Israel will not 
submit to Ameri-
ca. We are a free, 
sovereign nation. 
We have a duty 
to the citizens of 
Israel, to the sol-
diers of the Israeli 
Defense Forces, 
and to the Jewish 
people.” It is our 
historic respon-
sibility to pro-
vide protection 
in the Land of Is-
rael for the Jews 
who have been 
exiled, persecut-
ed, and murdered 
for thousands of 
years. Every time 
we bowed to in-
ternational pres-
sure without con-

sidering Israel’s 
security, we paid 
the price in blood 
with interest. That 
was true in the 
Oslo Accords, the 
2006 Lebanon 
Agreement, and 
every agreement 
on Gaza. We love 
America and are 
grateful to Presi-
dent Trump. Any 
drone or missile 
fired from Leba-
non towards Israel 
will be responded 
to. We are not par-
ties to this agree-
ment, which does 
not guarantee our 
security and does 

not restrict us in 
any way. We must 
not compromise 
on anything less 
than the elimina-
tion of Hezbollah. 
We must not re-
turn to a situation 
where thousands 
of terrorists sit 
on the fences of 
northern settle-
ments. “The peo-
ple of Israel are 
a people of 3,000 
years. We are a 
people of strength 
and pride, a peo-
ple who have re-
turned to their 
homeland with 
strength. Israel 

no longer intends 
to lower its gaze 
before its ene-
mies. The days 
when Jews were 
beaten and kept 
silent are over,” 
he said. The near-
ly three-month-
long war between 
the United States 
and Iran is com-
ing to an end. A 
peace agreement 
between the two 
sides has been fi-
nalized. It is note-
worthy that the 
agreement will be 
signed in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on 
Friday.

Israel will not be bound 
by ‘US-Iran peace deal’


