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The  bilin-
gual policy will con-
tinue, and the new
education policy will
not be accepted. A
legal expert commit-
tee will be formed
to obtain financial
allocation for Tamil
Nadu from the Union

government. The
Union government’s
discriminatory  ap-

proach towards Tam-
il Nadu will be pub-
lished in a report,”
Governor  Arlekar
said in a speech read
in the Legislative As-
sembly today. The
17th session of the
Tamil Nadu Constit-
uent Assembly began
at 10 am today under
the chairmanship of
Governor R.V. Ar-

lekar. The session
began with the Tamil
Motherland  greet-

ings, followed by the
singing of the nation-
al anthem. Follow-
ing this, Governor
Arlekar delivered
his address. Earlier,
during the swear-
ing-in  ceremonies

Legislative Assembly Drops

of the Chief Min-
ister and ministers,
the singing of Vande
Mataram first, the
national anthem sec-
ond, and the Tamil
Thai Vatsuthu third at
the Governor’s Man-
sion created contro-
versy. In this context,
it is noteworthy that
today’s  legislative
session has begun
with the Tamil Thai

Vatsuthu. Governor
Arlekar mentioned
the names of Anna,
Periyar, Kamaraj,

and Ambedkar in his
speech. He complet-
ed his speech in 39
minutes. It seems that
the Governor read the
government’s speech
without any changes.
The key points in the
Governor’s  speech
are as follows: The
people have decid-
ed and elected Chief
Minister Vijay as the
only one who can
take Tamil Nadu on
the path of develop-
ment, transcending
caste, religious and
money politics, with
Periyar, Anna, Ka-

Bilingual policy will continue

New educatinn nnlicv will not he accented

e

maraj, Ambedkar,
Velu Nachiyar and
Anjalai Ammal as
their policy leaders.
A new achievement
has been achieved
through the coalition
government, which
has achieved °‘share
in governance and
share in power’, un-
precedented in the
history of the Tamil
Nadu government.
The Union Govern-
ment is expected to
provide  necessary
assistance to Tamil
Nadu. A resolution
will be passed in
the Legislative As-
sembly to get Tam-
il Nadu’s due share
of the taxes paid by
the people of Tamil

Nadu to the Union
Government. The
Union Government
will continue to insist
on the state’s welfare
in Tamil Nadu. A le-
gal expert committee
will be formed to ob-
tain financial alloca-
tion for Tamil Nadu
from the Union Gov-
ernment. Every ru-
pee of revenue due to
Tamil Nadu will be
properly documented
and the Union Gov-
ernment’s biased ap-
proach to Tamil Nadu
will be published as
a report. It will be
ensured that Tamil
Nadu receives a fair
financial allocation
from the Union Gov-
ernment. In the last

5 years, the financial
situation of Tamil
Nadu has reached a
very bad state. The
debt level in Tam-
il Nadu has reached
Rs. 10 lakh crore.
In the last 5 years,
Tamil Nadu’s debt
has doubled. Despite
the financial deficit,
the promises made
by this government
will be fulfilled. This
government is tak-
ing decisive action
to completely eradi-
cate drugs. The aim
of this government is
to create a safe envi-
ronment for women
and children. Strict
action will be taken
against those who
commit wrongdoing.

This government has
closed 717 liquor
shops near places of
worship and schools.
Corruption in the
mineral sector has
reduced the revenue
of that sector. Steps
will be taken to pre-
vent the plunder of
natural resources
and increase govern-
ment revenue. Loans
of up to Rs. 75,000
received by small
and marginal farm-
ers have been com-
pletely waived off.
Only farmers have
been allowed to ex-
tract silt from water
bodies. Tamil Nadu’s
legal proceedings
in the Meghedhattu
issue will continue.

Despite the Supreme
Court’s order, the
Karnataka  govern-
ment is only provid-
ing surplus water to
Tamil Nadu. The aim
of this government is
to bring about honest
administration  free
from bribery and cor-
ruption. The two-lan-
guage policy will
continue in Tamil
Nadu. There will be
an insistence on shift-
ing education from
the general list to the
state list. The Tam-
il Nadu government
will oppose the new
education policy.
Tamil should be al-
lowed to be made the
language of proceed-
ings in the Madras
High Court. A branch
of the Supreme Court
will be urged to be
established in Chen-
nai. The Tamil Nadu
government will stop
the Kerala govern-
ment’s attempt to
build a dam as an al-
ternative to the Mul-
laperiyar dam. Steps
will be taken to fill
the vacant posts in
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the education de-
partment. The cen-
tral government
should complete the
caste census as soon
as possible. Once
the central gov-
ernment’s  census
is completed, the
Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment will con-
duct a social justice
survey. The Union
Government should
take appropriate ac-
tion to resolve the
fishermen’s issue.
The 69% reserva-
tion in Tamil Nadu
will be protected.
Permission to start
a business will be
given through a
single window sys-
tem. Tamil Nadu
will become a mod-
el state of India by
2031. There will be

structural ~ chang-
es in the Hindu
Religious Endow-

ments Department.
This is one of the
many positions of
the Thaweka gov-
ernment expressed
in the Governor’s
speech.

Chennai

As the Tam-
il Nadu Legislative
Assembly  convenes
today, DMK mem-
bers who visited the
assembly wore black
badges with the slogan
“Open your mouth,
CM”. They also wore
banners with various
slogans, such as ‘Tam-
il Nadu is witness to
the rule of the poor’,
‘Reels are here, where
are the real ones?’,
‘Pure power is not the
power of sorrow’, crit-
icizing the Thawega
government’s coming
to power, and ‘Didn’t
you hear the cries,
CM?’, demanding
justice for the sexual
assaults against wom-
en and girls that are
taking place in Tamil
Nadu. The first ses-
sion of the Tamil Nadu
Legislative ~ Assem-

|
bly begins with the
Governor’s  address.
Accordingly, the Leg-

islative Assembly
began its session last
January under the

chairmanship of the
then Governor R.N.
Ravi. Governor Ravi,
citing the non-playing
of the Vande Mataram
song, walked out of
the assembly with-
out reading the gov-
ernment-prepared
speech. Thereafter, a
resolution was passed
that only the speech
prepared by the gov-
ernment should be in-

cluded in the agenda
of the assembly and
the then Speaker of
the Assembly M. Ap-
pavu read the Tamil
speech. In this con-
text, the 17th session
of the Tamil Nadu
Constituent Assembly
will begin at 10 am
today under the chair-
manship of Governor
R.V. Arlekar. Earlier,
Assembly Speaker
J.C.T. Prabhakar, who
recently met Governor
Arlekar, invited him
to address the assem-
bly. With the Tamil
Nadu Legislative As-

sembly set to meet at
10 am, there is also
an expectation that
the Tamil Thai Vatshu
will be played first in
the meeting. Similar-
ly, expectations have
also grown as to what
kind of challenge Ud-
hayanidhi will pose to
the government as the
Leader of the Opposi-
tion. How Chief Min-
ister Vijay will deal
with them is also high.
In this context, DMK
members who visited
the Legislative Assem-
bly wore black badges
with the slogan “Open
your mouth, CM.” It
is worth remembering
that during the previ-
ous regime, AIADMK
members wore black
badges saying ‘“Who is
that sir?” in the sexual
assault incident of a
student at Anna Uni-
versity in Chennai.

A meeting took place between the Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru
S. Joseph Vijay, and senior officials from HD KSOE regarding a state-of-the-art shipbuilding
project in Thoothukudi, which entails an investment of approximately X38,000 crore and is
set to generate employment for 15,000 people.

A review meeting regardlng the activities of the Transport Department and the
schemes proposed for implementation was held under the chairmanship of the Honorable
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru S. Joseph Vijay.

Legislative proceedings will continue
live from now on - Minister Rajmohan

Chennai

The live
broadcast of the Leg-
islative Assembly,
which was blacked out
for two or three years,
has resumed. From
now on, the Legisla-
tive Assembly will
continue live,” said
Minister Rajmohan.
Speaking to report-
ers at the Legislative
Assembly  premises
after the Governor’s
address, Minister Ra-
jmohan said, “Tamil
is our breath, Tamil
is our speech, this life
was given to Tamil.
Therefore, Tamil al-
ways comes first. Ac-
cording to the Union
Government’s circu-
lar, Vande Mataram
should be sung first.
But instead of follow-
ing that, Tamil Thai
Vatshu was sung first

today as p'ef the Tamil

Nadu Government’s
stand. The Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly
has a dignity and re-
spect. The opposition
parties can express
their reaction demo-
cratically. Even today,
DMK members were
wearing black badg-
es. The opposition
parties can show their
opposition. But, they
should have come like
that in the previous
regime. They have
come a little late. This
government is under-
taking various activi-

ties, including the Li-
oness Special Force,
to maintain public
peace, law and order,
and justice. Therefore,
they must have worn
these badges during
the previous regime.
Today’s  Governor’s
address has started
well. It is a good start.
Today there is a busi-
ness review meeting.
Further announce-
ments will be made
soon. They say that
in 2024, an average
of 30 cases were reg-
istered per day. Now
the crime rate has
decreased even more.
As the sense of secu-
rity at police stations
has increased, more
and more victims are
coming out. The cur-
rent regime is taking
swift action without
any bias and is work-

ing to ensure maxi-
mum punishment. We
have been continu-
ously insisting that a
caste-wise census and
a social justice audit
should be conducted.
The central govern-
ment will conduct the
caste-wise census,
and the state govern-
ment will conduct the
social justice audit.
“Chief Minister Vijay
has kept his promise.
The live broadcast of
the Assembly, which
was blacked out for
two or three years, has
resumed. From now
on, the live broad-
cast of the Assembly
will continue. This
is a great example of
democracy. Today’s
event is a great exam-
ple of transparency
and honest adminis-
tration,” he said.
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The concluding ceremony of the Jamabandi
as successfully held at the T|rupattur Taluk Office

Tirupattur, June 19 —
The con-

cluding ceremony of

the Jamabandi took

A\ AV

place today at the ‘

Taluk Office in Tir-

upattur town. During ~“a

the seven-day event,
a total of 1,095 peti-
tions were received
from the public, cov-
ering issues such
as requests for land
ownership  records
(patta), agricul-
ture-related matters,
and grievances from
differently-abled in-

dividuals. Immedi-
ate resolutions were
provided for 150 of
these petitions. Dis-
trict Revenue Officer
Narayanan, Revenue
Divisional Officer
Varadharajan, Taluk
Tahsildar Navaneeth-

am, and Village Ad-
ministrative Officers

participated in the
proceedings, taking
action on the petitions
and facilitating the
distribution of wel-
fare scheme benefits
to the applicants.

Two-wheeler thief arrested at Ambur
Government Hospltal 5 Vehlcles seized

Ambur, June 19
Several
two-wheelers had
been stolen from
the Ambur Govern-
ment Hospital in Tir-

upathur district over |

the past few days.
Following multiple
complaints lodged at
the town police sta-
tion, a special team
formed by the Dis-
trict Superintendent
of Police conducted
an investigation us-
ing CCTV footage
from the hospital.
The investigation re-

vealed that the pef—
son involved in the
thefts was Imran, son
of Khader Basha, a
resident of the 2nd
Street near the Ud-
hendhiram Mosque
in Vaniyambadi.
Subsequently, the
town police regis-

tered a case agalnst
Imran and seized
four  two-wheelers
from his residence.
Further interrogation
led to the recovery
of one additional
two-wheeler, and the
police are continuing
their inquiries.

Review meeting chaired by the

District Collector to prevent _
road accidents in Tirupathur ‘lllstrll:t
5 G " Q

Tirupathur, June 19
A review
meeting
the prevention of
road accidents on
National and State
Highways was held
atthe Tirupathur Dis-
trict Collector’s of-
fice conference hall.
Officials from the
Police, Highways,
and Transport de-
partments  partici-
pated in the meeting,
which was chaired
by District Collec-
tor K. Ravikumar.
Discussions focused
on various measures,
including identify-
ing accident-prone
areas to implement

preventive actions,
enhancing road
safety features,

regarding |

FATRUR DisTRicT

and curbing traf-
fic rule violations.
Furthermore,  offi-
cials were instruct-
ed to expedite tasks
such as installing
necessary warn-
ing signs, improv-
ing lighting and
safety arrange-
ments, and raising
public awareness
about road safety.
District Superinten-
dent of Police Ak-
shay Anil Wakhare,
District Revenue Offi-

cer J. Narayanan, Per-
sonal Assistant to the
Collector  (General)
Babu, Highways Divi-
sional Engineer Mura-
li, Assistant Directors
of Panchayats Ma-
hadevan and Murugan,
Regional Transport Of-
ficers Panneerselvam
and Venkataraghavan,
Deputy  Superinten-
dents of Police, and
officials from various
other departments par-
ticipated in the review
meeting.

Action Sought Over lllicit
Liguor Sale Near Vanlvamhadl

Vaniyambadi, June 19
A. Selvaraj,

the DMK Secretary |
Town |

and former
Panchayat President
of Udayendiram (near
Vaniyambadi in Tir-
upathur district), has
submitted a complaint
to the rural police sta-
tion. In the petition, he
stated that spurious li-
quor from other states
is being sold in large
quantities in the C.V.
Patrai area. He not-
ed that this has led to
individuals from out-
side the locality con-
suming alcohol and
engaging in anti-so-

cial activities, such
as harassing women.
Furthermore, the pe-
tition highlights that
liquor is being sold
in the immediate vi-
cinity of a govern-
ment middle school,
creating a situation
where schoolgirls and
women feel unsafe
while commuting.
The petition demands

an investigation and
strict action against

those allegedly in-
volved in the illicit
liquor trade, warning
that a large-scale pro-
test will be organized
with the party leader-
ship’s approval if no
action is taken. The
police are currently
investigating the mat-

Ranipet District Collector N. Priya presented mementos and
certificates of appreciation to government school students who won
the essay competition held to mark ‘World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day’ by the Department of Social Welfare and Women'’s Rights

Nine people, including four children,
rescued from bonded Iabor at a brick k|In

Ambur, June 18

The Tirupat-
tur District Legal
Services  Authority
received information
that nine individuals,
including four chil-

dren, were working ..

as bonded laborers
at a brick kiln run
by one Chinna Kan-
nan in the Bairapal-
li area near Ambur.
Acting on this in-
formation and under
the orders of J. Na-
galakshmi (alias Vi-
jayarani), Secretary
of the District Legal
Services Authori-
ty, a team led by A.
Thanigachalam, the
Vaniyambadi Reve-
nue Divisional Offi-
cer (in-charge)—and
including Ambur
Tahsildar Revathi and

S—

other revenue offi-
cials—visited the site
to conduct an inquiry.

The investigation
revealed that the
workers had been

employed wunder a
bonded labor system
for over ten years.
Subsequently,  offi-
cials rescued the nine
individuals, includ-
ing the four children,
and are continu-
ing their inquiries.

The Revenue Divi-
sional Officer stated
that measures would
be taken to provide
appropriate relief and
rehabilitation  assis-
tance to the rescued
individuals from the
government, and that
legal action would
be initiated against
the brick kiln owner,
Chinna Kannan, for
employing them as
bonded laborers

Grand Gonsecration Geremony
Veera Alllallﬂllal' 8wamv Tﬂllllllﬂ

Kumbakonam: June
17

The grand
consecration cere-

mony (Maha Kum-
babishekam) of the
Veera
Swamy Temple, lo-
cated on the northern
bank of Rettirayar
Kulam in Kumba-
konam city, Thanja-
vur district, was held
with great grandeur
on Wednesday. In
preparation for the
event, various rituals
were conducted at
the Yagasalai (ritual
pavilion) on the eve-
ning of Tuesday, June

16. These included
Vigneshwara  Puja,
Jalaharanam (ritu-

al water collection),
Vastu Shanti, Kalasa
Sthapanam (installa-
tion of sacred pots),
Homams (fire rituals)
for Lord Ganapathi
and the Navagrahas
(nine planets), the
first phase of Homam,
Vimana* purification,
Bimba (idol) purifi-
cation, Kalasa wor-
ship, and Deeparad-
hana (ritual offering
of lights). Following
this, on the morning
of Wednesday, June

Anjaneyar

A T

17, the main Homams
and the procession
of the sacred pots
(Kadam) took place.
Subsequently, during
the auspicious morn-

ing hour, holy wa-
ter was poured over
the temple’s Vima-
na Kalasams (tower
finials) to perform
the Maha Kumba-
bishekam.  Follow-
ing the consecration,
special Abhishekam
(ritual bathing) and
Aradhana were per-
formed for the Veera
Anjaneyar  Swamy
idol using substances
such as milk, curd,
Panchamirtham,
tender coconut wa-
ter, and sandalwood
paste; the deity was
adorned with colorful
flowers, and Deepa-
radhana was offered.
Local residents and a
large number of dev-
otees participated in
the event and offered

prayefs to the deity.
The arrangements
for this Maha Kum-
babishekam—held
at the temple, which
operates under the
Tamil Nadu Hindu
Religious and Char-

itable = Endowments
Department—were
excellently orga-

nized by the temple’s
Executive Officer/
Trustee S. Vinoth
Kumar, Inspector J.
Venkatasubramanian,
the hereditary priest
Na. Guru Raghaven-
dran and his family,
along with the festival
committee and dev-
otees.  Furthermore,
a large number of
devotees participated
in the Maha Kumba-
bishekam ceremony
held at the Veera An-
janeyar Swamy Tem-
ple, located on the
northern bank of the
Rettirayar Kulam in
Kumbakonam

At the Jamabandi (revenue settlement) event for Fasli 1435
held at the Thottiyam Taluk Office in Tiruchirappalli district, District
Collector Pratheek Tayal provided immediate resolutions to peti-
tions received from the public and distributed welfare assistance.

A

Ranipet District Collector N. Priya, IAS, handed over a loan

cheque worth %20 lakh to an entrepreneur during an awareness
meeting regarding the services of the Tamil Nadu Industrial Invest-
ment Corporation (TIIC), held at the District Collector’s office confer-

ence hall.

CRIME NEWS>

Policeman Suspended

After Assaulting Staff Over
Demand for Liquor on Credit

Chengam

On the night
of the 15th, Sent-
hilkumar, a police
constable from the
Pudupalayam station,
visited a government
liquor shop in Kup-

panatham village
near Chengam, Tiru-
vannamalai  district,

and demanded a bot-
tle of liquor on credit.
The salesman, Shan-

kar, refused, stating
that liquor could not
be provided without
payment. Enraged by
this, Constable Sent-
hilkumar entered the
shop and brutally as-
saulted Shankar. Fol-
lowing the incident,
Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sudha-
kar ordered the sus-
pension of Constable
Senthilkumar.

G2 A

Mettupalayam

A foul smell
was emanating from
a well in a privately
owned factory com-
plex in the Gopi Rasi-
puram area near Siru-
mugai in Coimbatore
district. On receiving
information, the Siru-
mugai police and fire
department  person-
nel went and tied a
rope to the well and
descended. When the
sack floating in the
well was lifted up and
opened, it contained
the body of a wom-
an with her hands
and feet tied. A large
stone was also tied
to the body. The ini-
tial police investiga-
tion revealed that the
woman whose body
was found was from
a northern state, was
probably between

20 and 25 years old,
and was probably a
married woman. No
details including the
woman’s name and
address are known.
It seems that the
woman’s body was
dumped 5 days ago.
Some clothes were
found near the well.
The police also seized
them. District Super-
intendent of Police
Pawan Kumar Reddy
reached the spot and
expedited the inves-
tigation. What is the
reason for the disap-
pearance of the girl?
The police are inves-
tigating whether any
complaints have been
received, whether any
women who worked
in factories and mills
have disappeared, and
who the perpetrators
are.

in Tragedy

Chennai

A young man
drowned and died af-
ter trying to escape
by jumping into a
lake after seeing po-
lice while smoking
ganja. It is said that
on the evening before
yesterday, four young
men were sitting in
an area surrounded
by residential areas
on 10th Street in Si-
vasakthi Nagar in the
Rajamangalam  area
of Chennai, drinking
alcohol and smoking
ganja, causing a dis-
turbance to the public.
Locals informed the
police control room
about the incident.
Following this, patrol
police from Rajaman-
galam police station
rushed to the spot.
Upon seeing the po-
lice arriving, the four
youths fled the scene.
One of them is said to
have tried to escape
by jumping into the
nearby Redtari Lake.
He then unexpectedly
drowned in the lake.
As he did not come
out even after a long
time, the police be-
came suspicious and
immediately launched
a search operation.
However, since he
could not be found,

'Kolathur
and Rescue Depart-

the Fire
ment was informed.
The firefighters who
went to the scene also
searched the lake.
Police investigation
After a long
search, the body of the
youth who drowned
in the lake was re-
covered. Later, the
body was sent to the
Kilpauk Government
Medical College Hos-
pital for an autopsy.
The Rajamangalam
police have registered
a case and are inves-
tigating the matter.
During the investiga-
tion, it was revealed
that the deceased was
Gerald David (20)
from Rajamangalam,
Villivakkam, and that
he was a day laborer.
The police also said
that it was revealed
that Gerald David
used to drink alcohol
and smoke ganja in
public places with his
friends. The police are
continuing their inves-
tigation in this regard.
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Parliamentary Panel Concerned About
CUET: Urges Review of Exam Structure

New Delhi

A parlia-
mentary panel has
expressed  concern

regarding the Com-
mon University En-
trance Test (CUET)
and urged a review
of the exam’s design.
The  Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on Education, Wom-
en, Children, Youth
Affairs, and Sports—
headed by MP Digvi-
jaya Singh—submit-
ted its report on the
CUET system to Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman
C.P. Radhakrishnan

the day before yester-
day. The report states:
“This examination
system was intro-
duced in the 2022-
2023 academic year
to reduce the burden
on students, univer-
sities, and the overall
education system, and
to place students from
diverse  educational
boards on an equal
footing. However,
some members of
the committee do not
agree with the benefits
of introducing CUET
as a common admis-
sion method for un-

dergraduate courses.
The Multiple Choice
Question (MCQ) for-
mat is highly unsuit-
able for Humanities
and Social Science
subjects, which rely
on independent and
subjective  thinking.
The committee rec-
ommends review-
ing the design of the
CUET exam and the
quality of the ques-
tion papers to ensure
the test fulfills the
objectives  outlined
in the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP)
2020.”

‘ TODAY RASIPALAN ‘3£

ARIES

on your goals.

Today brings positive energy and enthusiasm. New opportunities
may come your way. Be confident in your actions and stay focused

TAURUS

unnecessary arguments.

A good day for financial matters. You may receive some good news
related to money. Keep patience in relationships and avoid

GEMINI

instincts.

Your communication skills will be strong today. Important meetings
will bring favorable results. Avoid overthinking and trust your

CANCER

A day for emotional balance and self-care. Focus on your health and
spend time with family. Old problems may find a solution.

LEO

Your confidence will lead to success. You may get recognition for your
hard work. Avoid ego clashes and be humble in your approach.

VIRGO

Plan your tasks carefully and avoid haste. A good day for learning
and personal growth. Financial stability will improve.

LIBRA

Balance is the key today. Your efforts in work will be appreciated.
Avoid procrastination and focus on completing pending tasks.

SCORPIO

You may experience a boost in energy and motivation. Good time for
new beginnings. Be cautious with your spending.

SAGITTARIUS

A favorable day for travel and exploration. New connections will be
beneficial. Keep a positive mindset and stay optimistic.

CAPRICORN

Hard work and discipline will bring good results. You may achieve an
important milestone today. Stay focused and keep moving forward.

AQUARIUS

in need.

Innovation and creanve ldeas will bring success. You may help

harmony in personal

Tragedy in Rajasthan and Uttarakhand
Two Die by Suicide Amidst NEET Re-exam

Dehradun

Two individ-
uals have died by
suicide in the states
of Rajasthan and Ut-
tarakhand, a tragedy
linked to the turmoil
surrounding the
NEET examination.
Riya Kumari (23), a
resident of the Patel
Nagar area in Deh-
radun, Uttarakhand,
had been preparing
intensively for the
National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test
(NEET). She had
been studying in her
room until 10 PM the
night before last but
did not emerge the
following morning.
When her mother re-
ceived no response
despite knocking
repeatedly, the fam-
ily broke down the
door and found
Riya Kumari lying
unconscious Police
arrived prompt-
ly and confirmed
her death. A sui-
cide note recovered
from her room stat-
ed, “I am a burden
to others. I love my
family very much.”
She had previous-

ly appeared for the
NEET exam, which
was subsequent-
ly cancelled due to
question paper leaks
and  irregularities.
Police stated that
she was distressed
over not achieving
the results she had
hoped for. Similar-
ly, in Rajasthan’s
Sikar district—
where a NEET aspi-
rant named Pradeep
Mabhich had already
died by suicide on
May 15—anoth-
er student named
Umesh (22) took
his own life. Umesh
lived in an apartment
complex in Sikar
with his mother and
two siblings. Hav-
ing previously tak-
en the NEET exam,
he was preparing
for the re-examina-
tion when he died
by suicide the night
before last. The
Udyog Nagar po-
lice have registered
a case and are con-
ducting a thorough
investigation. Modi
and Dharmendra
Pradhan Respon-
sible for Students’

Deaths: Rahul Gand-
hi Lashes Out Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, is-
sued the following
statement regarding
the deaths of two
students linked to
the NEET re-exam-
ination issue in Ra-
jasthan and Uttara-
khand: These deaths
are the result of a
broken and corrupt
system. The Modi

government and
Education Minister
Dharmendra  Prad-

han are responsible
for this; instead of
protecting students,
they have consistent-
ly shielded those be-
hind question paper
leaks, exam misman-
agement, and the de-
struction of students’
futures. No child’s
dream should ever
be shattered like this
again, and no parent
should ever have to
lose their child in
this manner. From
now on, the pain of
every family will
resonate across the
nation as the ‘voice
of the students’.”

Why did the gold plates on the

Thiruvananthapuram

It has been
revealed that the gold
plates on the roof
of the Sabarimala
Ayyappan Temple
changed color be-
cause devotees had
been throwing ghee
onto them. Gold plat-

ing was applied to the

temple’s roof, side
walls, and steps ap-
proximately 30 years
ago. Meanwhile, an
incident involving the
theft of gold plates
from the *Dwarapal-
aka* (guardian deity)
statues, the door, and
the doorframe had
caused a major stir
in Kerala. A Special
Investigation = Team
(SIT) is currently in-

Vestlgatmg the matter.
Two days ago, the SIT
conducted an inspec-
tion at the Sabarimala
temple, during which
they discovered dis-
coloration in certain
areas of the roof. Giv-
en the existing suspi-
cion that more gold
plates might have
been stolen, the SIT
decided to investigate

" this

specific issue.
Consequently,  SIT
officials inspected the
roof yesterday The
inspection  revealed
that the discoloration
of the gold plates was
caused by devotees
throwing ghee onto
the roof. Subsequent-
ly, the area affected by
the ghee was washed
and cleaned.
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Trust your intuition today. Spiritual acuvmes will bring peace of mind.
Avoid stress and take time for

No Stay on NEET Re-exam
supreme _court Ruling

New Délﬁi

The National Testing Agency (NTA)
has announced that a re-examination for the
NEET entrance test—held last month—will
take place on the 21st of this month, follow-
ing a question paper leak. Meanwhile, a new
petition was filed in the Supreme Court seek-
ing a stay on the NTA’s decision to conduct
the re-exam and requesting that the process
be halted until a verdict is delivered in the
case. The matter came up for hearing yester-
day before a bench led by Justice Surya Kant.
During the hearing, the presiding judge rec-
ommended that this case be listed before the
bench of Justice P.S. Narasimha, which is al-
ready hearing various other petitions related to
the NEET issue. It was further stated that the
case would be taken up for hearing after the
Supreme Court resumes its regular operations
on July 13, following the summer recess. This
order confirms that there is no impediment to
holding the NEET re-examination scheduled

for June 21.

Even alliance partners lack faith in
Rahul Gandhi: BIP's scathing criticism

New Delhi
An  editori-
al published on the
15th in *Murasoli*,
the official daily of
the DMK, noted that
Rahul Gandhi was
behaving in a man-
ner that undermines
the unity of the op-
position’s INDIA al-
liance. In this regard,
BJP spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawal-
la issued the follow-
ing statement: “The
DMK’s criticism re-
flects the growing
dissatisfaction among
opposition parties re-
garding Rahul Gand-
s leadership. Con-
gress leader Rahul

Gandhi has become
a liability. Neither the
public nor his alliance
partners have faith
in Rahul Gandhi. He
lacks political ma-
turity; no one trusts
him. The Congress
party has a history of
using its allies and
then discarding them.
At a recent INDIA
alliance meeting in
Delhi, members ques-
tioned Rahul Gand-

hi’s leadership and
expressed reluctance
to work under him.
The Samajwadi Par-
ty—the largest party
in the alliance—has
complained about the
Congress. The sec-
ond-largest party, the
Trinamool Congress,
has already drifted
away. The third-larg-
est party, the DMK,
did not attend the IN-
DIA alliance meeting.
The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty also has grievances
against Rahul Gand-
hi. Even the Left par-
ties—long-standing
political  entities—
have expressed simi-
lar views,” he said.

Rises to 1.78 Lakh Crore

in 2025-26: Union Government

New Delhi

In astatement
released  yesterday,
the Union Ministry of
Defence announced,
“India has achieved
a record in annual
defence equipment
production,  reach-
ing %1.78 lakh crore
in the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year. This
milestone represents
a 15.6 percent in-
crease compared to
the production of
1.54 lakh crore in
the previous financial
year. Defence Public
Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs) and other
public sector entities
contributed approxi-
mately 76 percent of
the total production,
while the private sec-
tor contributed 24

percent. The private
sector’s contribution
rose to approximate-
ly 42,000 crore in
2025-26, reflecting
its expanding role in
the defence manufac-
turing landscape. The
sustained growth in
defence  equipment
production over the
years has signifi-
cantly contributed to
achieving record de-
fence exports worth
%38,424 crore in the
2025-26 financial
year.” Commenting

on this, Union De-
fence Minister Ra-
jnath  Singh stated
in a post on X, “The
significant  growth
in India’s defence
production in recent
years is the result
of the collective ef-
forts of the defence
manufacturing  sec-
tor and all associat-
ed stakeholders. This
growth stands as
clear evidence of the
country’s expanding
defence industrial
ecosystem.”

New Delhi

Over 10,000
students gathered in
Kota, Rajasthan, un-
der the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi to pro-
test against examina-
tion irregularities

and question paper |

leaks. Condemning

10,000 Students Gather

Under Rahul Gandhi's Leadership to Protest
NEET Irregularities; Kota Sees Massive Turnout

Kota serves as a major hub for coaching centers in the country, with approximately 120,000 students
preparing for exams like NEET and JEE at various institutes. With the NEET re-examination scheduled
for the 21st, a conference held by Rahul Gandhi in Kota has created a significant stir.
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the NEET paper leak | o

and irregularities
in the evaluation of
CBSE Class 12 an-
swer sheets, Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, had
announced plans to
hold a series of stu-
dent conferences
across the country
to interact with stu-
dents. The first of
these conferences
took place yesterday
in Kota, Rajasthan.
The Congress had
set a target of gath-

.

erlng approx1mately
10,000 students for
the event. Howev-
er, from yesterday
afternoon onwards,
a large number of
students began mak-
ing their way to the
Dussehra  Ground,
where the meeting
led by Rahul Gand-
hi was scheduled
to be held. Parents
also  gathered in
large numbers, mov-
ing in groups. They

o (T,
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marched
the streets, raising
slogans against the
irregularities sur-
rounding the NEET
and CBSE Class 12
exams. By yesterday
evening, the Dusseh-
ra Ground was over-
flowing with students
who raised slogans

against the exam-
ination malpractic-
es. Rahul Gandhi

arrived at the stage
set up at the Dusseh-
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ra Ground last nfgl‘lt
and began by inter-
acting with the stu-
dents regarding the
examination irregu-
larities under the Mo-
di-led government.
He spoke to them
about their future
plans, their reasons
for choosing to pre-
pare for NEET and
JEE, their dreams,
and the financial
costs involved in
their  preparations.

Subsequently, Rahul
Gandhi addressed the
students as follows:
“l want to state one
thing very clearly:
this is not a polit-
ical meeting. This
is about you; this is
about your future.
This evening belongs
to you.” He spoke
about the environ-
ment and the daily
challenges faced by
students. India’s ed-
ucation system plac-
es immense pressure
on children, causing
them mental distress
and crushing their
spirits; this is not
good for the country.
He expressed a desire
for everyone to work
together to ensure
that no student in the
country ever has to
experience what that
young girl felt.

India’s Exports
Reach Record High
|

e

Desplte West AS|a tenswns and glob-
al trade challenges, India’s exports touched a
record X82 lakh crore, boosting confidence in
the country’s economic growth

Telegram Ban
Challenged in Court
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Messaging platform Telegram has
approached the Delhi High Court against the
temporary ban imposed by the Centre.

FIFA World Cup

/ ENMBLAND
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2026 FIFA WORLD CUP

The 2026 FIFA World Cup group-
stage matches continue today, with England
vs Croatia among the key fixtures.

Crude Oil
Prices Ease

Global crude oil prices softened fol-
lowing developments in the US-lran peace
agreement, providing relief to fuel-import-
ing countries like India
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We will bomh Iran again if it
doesn’t behave properly” - Trump warns

Paris

The deal
with Iran is not final.
US President Trump
has warned that if
the country does not
behave properly, we
will rain down more
bombs on it. The
US-Iran peace deal
has been finalized. It
has been announced
that the agreement
will be signed to-
morrow in Geneva,
Switzerland. In this
situation, US Presi-
dent Trump will not
participate in the G7
summit to be held in
the French capital,
Paris. Trump, who

e\

has been boasting
about his deal with
Iran since he arrived
in France, claimed
that he had stopped
a “global outcry”
suggested by some
“foolish people.”
But he did not spec-
ify who the fool was.
In this context, US
President Trump said

yesterday, “The deal
with Iran is not final.
It is just a memoran-
dum of understand-
ing. If it doesn’t work
out for me or if they
(Iran) don’t behave
properly, we will
start throwing mis-
siles at their heads
again. Because they
have been behaving
badly for the last
47 years.” Donald
Trump reiterated that
the Strait of Hormuz
has already been par-
tially opened and
that it will be fully
opened in the next
day or two.

Safety of maritime workers is
important: PM Mmll urges Trumn

Paris

Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
has urged US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
to ensure the safety
of Indian maritime
personnel. The G7 is
made up of the Unit-
ed States, Britain,
France, Germany, Ita-
ly, Canada, and Japan.
This year’s G7 sum-
mit began on the 15th
in Avignon, France.
US President Donald
Trump, British Prime
Minister Keir Starm-
er, French President
Emmanuel Macron,
German Prime Min-
ister Friedrich Merz,
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgi Maloni, Cana-
dian Prime Minister
Mark Carney, Japa-
nese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, Europe-
an Commission Pres-
ident Ursula von der
Leyen, and Europe-
an Council President
Antonio Costa were
among those who par-
ticipated. Meanwhile,
Prime Minister Modi
left Delhi on the 13th
for France and then
traveled to Slovakia.
After meeting and
addressing the lead-
ers of that country,
Prime Minister Modi
returned to France the
day before yesterday
to participate in the
G7 summit. Prime
Minister Modi was
the chief guest at the
G7 summit in Avi-
gnon, France, on the
evening before yes-
terday. Prime Min-
ister Modi met US
President Trump on
the sidelines of the
G7 summit yester-
day. The two leaders
shook hands. The two
sat side by side and
spoke for 5 minutes.
Modi, who visited the

met President Trump.
After that, the US
government’s tax hike
caused a slight rift in
the relationship be-
tween the two coun-
tries. In this context,
his meeting with Pres-
ident Trump again the
day before yesterday
after about 16 months
is significant. Final
day of the conference
In this context, on the
last day of the confer-
ence, Prime Minister
Modi met and spoke
privately with the
Prime Ministers of
Britain, Canada, Ita-
ly, and the President
of the United Arab
Emirates, Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan. Following this,
Prime Minister Modi
held a separate meet-
ing with US President
Trump. After partic-
ipating in the confer-
ence programs that
began in the morn-
ing, Prime Minister
Modi met President
Trump during the
lunch break. At that
time, Prime Minister
Modi stressed that 10
percent of the world’s
maritime workforce
was Indian, and the
United States should
help ensure the safe-
ty of Indian mari-
time workers. Prime
Minister Modi also
stressed to President
Trump the need to
provide vital safety
to maritime workers
and the need for them

US in February 2025,

to work without fear.
Amid the ongoing
US-Iran war, the re-
cent incident in which
three Indian sailors
were killed in a US
military strike in the
Gulf of Oman Ilast
week created a new
strain in bilateral rela-
tions. It is learnt that
Prime Minister Modi
raised this issue with
President Trump.
During the meeting, it
is understood that dis-
cussions were held on
issues including bi-
lateral relations, eco-
nomic growth, supply
chains, artificial intel-
ligence (Al), invest-
ment  partnerships,
trade, defense coop-
eration, energy se-
curity, key minerals,
visa-related  issues,
and changes taking
place in West Asia.
Speaking about Prime
Minister Modi, Pres-
ident Trump praised
him and said, “Indian
Prime Minister Modi
is very calm, calm.
He has the ability to
achieve anything. [ am

not like that. Look at | |

how he is.” President
Trump’s praise for
Prime Minister Modi
is significant, even as
India and the US con-
tinue to hold talks on
trade and tariff issues.
Their official meeting
assumes significance
as negotiations on the
India-US trade agree-
ment and regional se-
curity-related issues
are underway.

Bodies of Two Indian Sailors
Shot Dead by US Brought Home

Dubai

The  bodies
of two Indian sailors
shot dead by the US
were brought to In-
dia yesterday. Amidst
the conflict involving
Iran, the US, and Is-
rael, Iran had blocked
the Strait of Hor-
muz—a vital route for
crude oil transport.
Against this backdrop,
the US Navy attacked
the Palau-flagged
commercial vessel
‘MT Cetebello’ in the
Gulf of Oman on the

g

10th of the month.
Three Indian sail-
ors—Patnala Suresh,
Aditya Sharma, and
Shivanand Chaur-
asia—were killed in
this attack. Twen-
ty-one surviving Indi-
an sailors were safely
rescued and brought
back to India the day

before yesterday. Sub-
sequently, the bodies
of the deceased sail-
ors, Aditya Sharma
and Shivanand Chaur-
asia, were brought to
India yesterday. The
Indian Embassy in
Muscat officially an-
nounced this informa-
tion via a post on X.

Growth for whom2" - PM Modi asks at
G7 summit, presenting economic metrics

“The key question is: development for whom? with whom? in which
direction: sald Prime Minister Narendra Modl at the G7 summit”

Evian (France):

Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ad-
dressed a session on
the theme of Restor-
ing Inclusive, Shared
and Sustainable Eco-
nomic Growth for All

at the G7 Summit held ~

in Avignon, France. In
his speech, he said, “It
is welcome that this
G7 summit, led by
France, has given im-
portance to this topic.
The reality today is
that growth should not
be about Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP)
or trade figures. The
important  question
is: growth for whom?
With whom? In which
direction. India’s ex-
perience has proven
that inclusive growth
can help achieve am-
bitions. India’s de-

velopment journey is
inclusive, has broad-
based impact, and is
based on democratic
empowerment. It is
based on the princi-
ple of development
for all, with the trust
of all, with the efforts
of all, and with the de-
velopment of all. This
has been reflected in
countless events such
as India’s G20 presi-

dency and the launch
of the India-Middle
East-Europe Econom-
ic Corridor. The crisis
in West Asia, with its
disruptions to fuel,
fertilizer, and food
supply chains, will
have long-term reper-
cussions for the de-
veloping world in the
global South. If we
truly want to strength-
en international sol-

idarity, we must not
leave the most vulner-
able countries to bear
the brunt of these cri-
ses. Our international
financial institutions
must act in support to
help developing coun-
tries withstand these
shocks and main-
tain their economic
strength. By bringing
together the capital of
the G7 countries, the

talent of India, and
the contributions of
the Global South, we
can establish an Inter-
national Mobilisation
Partnership for Accel-
erating Connectivity
and Trade (IMPACT).
“Today, while many
societies are becom-
ing ageing societies,
there is an abundance
of young talent and
entrepreneurs in India
and the global South.
By harnessing this
energy naturally, we
can work together to
create efficient infra-
structure and promote
skill migration,” said
Prime Minister Modi.
The conference was
attended by leaders
including US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
and French President
Emmanuel Macron.

US President Trump Signs
Peace ngreement with Iran

France

US President |
Trump has signed a |

peace agreement with
Iran. The US gov-
ernment released a
14-point statement—
which includes finan-
cial aid worth 28
lakh crore for Iran’s
reconstruction—
while Trump warned
that they would bomb
Iran if the agreement
is violated. The peace
agreement with Iran
has been signed; US
President Trump and
Iranian President
Pezeshkian  signed
the agreement elec-
tronically. While the
peace agreement has
been signed, it will
take 60 days for the
final agreement to
be concluded. Fol-
lowing the signing
of the peace agree-
ment, the US gov-
ernment released a
14-point  statement,

et VBRSPS .2

which includes the
provision of 328 lakh
crore in financial aid
for Iran’s reconstruc-
tion. Meanwhile,
US President Trump
has warned that Iran
would be bombed
again if it fails to
abide by the peace
agreement. The US
government has of-
ficially released the
14 points of the peace
agreement, which
was formulated based
on talks held in Is-
lamabad  regarding
the ceasefire between
the US and Iran. The
agreement includes
provisions such as the
permanent cessation

of military operations
on all fronts—includ-
ing in Lebanon—and
the provision of fi-
nancial aid worth
%28 lakh crore by the
US and its allies for
Iran’s reconstruction.
Speaking to report-
ers on the sidelines
of the G7 summit in
France, US President
Trump stated categor-
ically that under the
peace agreement, Iran
cannot develop or ac-
quire nuclear weap-
ons. Trump also re-
marked that it would
be unfair for Iran to
be without ballistic
missiles when other
nations possess them.
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Corruptlon Allegatlon

Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Son Arrested
Anti- corruntlon commlssmn Takes Action

Colombo

The second
son of former Sri
Lankan President
Mahinda  Rajapak-
sa was arrested yes-
terday. Sri Lanka is
currently  governed
by an administration
led by President An-
ura Kumara Dissan-
ayake. Against this
backdrop, Yoshitha
Rajapaksa, the sec-
ond son of former
President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, was ar-
rested yesterday fol-
lowing  allegations
of corruption. The
Commission to In-
vestigate Allegations
of Bribery or Cor-
ruption had issued a
summons for him to

appear for question-
ing. Yoshitha Ra-
japaksa was arrested
by the Commission
after he appeared for
the inquiry. In a state-
ment regarding the
matter, the Commis-
sion stated, “Yoshitha
Rajapaksa was ap-
pointed as a trainee
officer in the Sri Lan-
ka Navy in 2006. He
was appointed as an
officer in the Navy’s
administrative branch

g ~ /
without meeting the
prescribed qualifica-
tions.  Furthermore,
deviating from stan-
dard appointment and
training procedures,
Yoshitha Rajapaksa
was given the op-
portunity to undergo
training at the Royal
Naval College in Brit-
ain using government
funds. He has been
arrested in connec-
tion with these cor-
ruption allegations.

Ban on Indian Flights in
Pakistani Airspace Extended

Lahore

Twenty-six people, including tourists,
were killed in a major terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam, Kashmir, on April 22 of last year. Follow-
ing this, the ban imposed on Pakistani flights
in Indian airspace—effective from April 30 of
last year—was extended until May 24. Simi-
larly, Pakistan had banned Indian flights from
using its airspace starting April 24 of last year.
This ban has now been extended for another
month, until July 24.

India’s Exports Hit Record

T82 Lakh Crore Despite West Asia
Confllct and US Tarlff Challenges

Ahmedabad

Despite trade disruptions caused
by the conflict in West Asia, India’s exports
surged to an unprecedented $863 billion (Rs
82 lakh crore) in the 2025-26 period. US Pres-

g | ident Trump had imposed a 25% reciprocal

tariff on Indian goods. Subsequently, an ad-
ditional 25% tariff was levied due to India’s
purchase of crude oil from Russia. Following
this, the US and Israel launched a joint attack
on Iran; the resulting closure of the Strait of
Hormuz severely impacted crude oil supplies.
Speaking yesterday at a public outreach event
titled “12 Years of Achievements of Gujarat’s
Special Economic Zones,” Ajay Bhadoo, Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Union Ministry of
Commerce, stated: “From US tariffs to the
crises in West Asia, this has been a very chal-
lenging year. However, India has proven its
remarkable resilience regarding exports. In
the 2025-26 fiscal year, India’s total exports
reached a historic peak of $863 billion (ap-
proximately Rs 82 lakh crore). Over the past
decade, India’s overall exports have nearly
doubled, rising from approximately $441 bil-
lion to $863 billion.”
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