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Chennai
	 We are not 
those who want to 
turn a blind eye and 
clash with the Union 
government, even 
if we stand in direct 
opposition to the 
party affiliated to 
the Union govern-
ment on policy lev-
el. The development 
of Tamil Nadu is 
always important to 
us. We are not any-
one’s ‘B’ team, we 
are always a team of 
pure people,” said 
Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Vijay. 
Speaking in the As-
sembly today, thank-
ing the Governor for 
his speech, Chief 
Minister Vijay said, 
“The opposition 
parties are talking 
as if I came straight 
from a shooting and 
became the Chief 
Minister. Since the 
1990s, I have sup-
ported the people in 
many ways. In my 
films, we have talk-
ed about corruption 
eradication, social 
justice, education, 
and politics as much 
as possible. For that, 
my films have faced 
many problems. We 
are in power today 

because the people 
have clearly under-
stood us. Within 40 
days of coming to 
power, we have im-
plemented projects 
including the Lion-
ess Task Force, 200 
units of free electric-
ity, Kuruvai Cultiva-
tion Package, Drug 
Eradication Force, 

closure of 717 liquor 
shops, renovation 
of Amma Canteens, 
putting an end to 
daylight robbery in 
the Deed Registra-
tion Department, 
and waiver of crop 
loans. The treasury 
of Tamil Nadu is 
worn out and lying 
idle. Having creat-

ed such a situation, 
they say that we 
do not know how 
to govern. We only 
know how to do 
public service, we 
do not know how to 
exploit public mon-
ey. Although Tamil 
Nadu is a power-rich 
state, the adminis-
trative irregularities 

that occurred in the 
past, malfunctions 
in electrical equip-
ment and trans-
formers, and the 
deliberate actions 
of some people are 
the reason for this 
power outage. We 
are those who have 
the principle of fed-
eralism in the Union 
and autonomy in the 
states. Even if we 

stand in direct oppo-
sition to the current 
Union government 
party in terms of 
policy, we are not 
those who want to 
turn a blind eye and 
engage in conflict 
with the Union gov-
ernment no matter 
what. The develop-
ment of Tamil Nadu 
is always important 
to us. We will nev-

er compromise on 
political principles 
and state rights for 
that. Let the peo-
ple, our minority 
brothers and support 
movements have no 
doubt about this.We 
are not anyone’s ‘B’ 
team, we are always 
a team of clean peo-
ple. We are deter-
mined not to have 
NEET exams. Our 

stance is to sing 
Tamil Thai Vatsuthu 
at the beginning of 
government func-
tions. The opposi-
tion parties do not 
seem to be listening 
attentively on the 
law and order issue. 
What the opposition 
parties are doing on 
the law and order 
issue is defamation 
politics,” he said.

I don’t want a blind conflict with the united government
Chief Minister Vijay’s speech in the assembly

Chennai
	 Only Tamil 
Nadu knows the sto-
ry of a wife looking 
for her husband in 
Chengalpattu court. 
Therefore, Vijay 
should forget about 
being an actor and 
at least behave like 
Chief Minister Vijay 
from now on,” said 
Udhayanidhi Stalin, 
Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. In his 
post on X, he said, 
“The Chief Minis-
ter is acting out by 
throwing out defam-
atory remarks written 
in the name of a re-
ply to the Governor’s 
speech in the Legis-

lative Assembly. It 
is not appropriate for 
the Speaker of the 
Assembly to shoot 
his speech in a single 
take, thinking that 
the live camera of the 
Assembly is a cinema 
camera, without any 
interference from the 
opposition parties. 
The Chief Minister’s 
response consisted 
only of baseless al-

legations and punch 
lines, but there was 
no response about 
the power cuts, the 
farmers’ problems, 
the deteriorating law 
and order situation, 
or any plans to ful-
fill the promises. His 
insulting of farmers, 
saying that they are 
protesting at the insti-
gation of opposition 
parties, is condem-

nable. His statement 
that he is telling a 
short story is com-
pletely against the 
dignity of the House. 
“Only Tamil Nadu 
knows the story of a 
wife looking for her 
husband in Chengal-
pattu court. There-
fore, Vijay should 
forget about being an 
actor and at least be-
have like Chief Min-
ister Vijay from now 
on,” he said. Earlier, 
Chief Minister Vi-
jay’s story about a 
son looking for his 
father caused a stir at 
the Sadada Perava-
sa, and Udhayanidhi 
made a comment in 
response.

A story only Tamil Nadu knows
Udhayanidhi’s response to CM Vijay’s story

Chennai
	 The judges 
have adjourned the 
hearing on the re-
view petitions filed 
by former minister 
K.N. Nehru and oth-
ers, and the hearing 
on the petition filed 
by the Thaweka gov-
ernment seeking per-
mission to withdraw 
the review petition 
filed by the previous 
DMK government, 
to July 10. The Ma-
dras High Court 
had ordered the An-
ti-Corruption De-
partment to register a 
case based on a letter 
sent by the Enforce-
ment Directorate al-
leging that bribes of 
Rs 634 crore were 
received for the ap-
pointment of 2,538 
assistant engineers 
and junior engineers 
in the municipal ad-
ministration depart-

ment during the last 
DMK regime. A con-
tempt of court case 
was filed by AIAD-
MK MP Inpadurai 
after the case was not 
registered based on 
this order. Similarly, 
petitions were filed 
by former minister 
K.N. Nehru seek-
ing a review of the 
order to register the 
case. Following an 
appeal by Nehru that 
the Anti-Corruption 
Department had reg-
istered a case while 
the contempt of 
court and review pe-
tition were pending, 
the Chief Justice’s 
bench had ordered 
that no further action 
should be taken on 
the case registered 
by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Department un-
til today (June 23). In 
this situation, these 
cases came up for 

hearing again today 
in a bench of Chief 
Justice Sushrut Ara-
vind Dharmadhikari 
and Justice G. Arul 
Murugan. At that 
time, petitions were 
filed by former min-
ister Nehru’s brother 
and others seeking 
a review of the or-
der to register the 
case. Tamil Nadu 
Government Advo-
cate General Vijay 
Narayan said that 
the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau has filed a 
petition seeking the 
withdrawal of the 
petition filed by the 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment seeking a re-
view of the order to 
register a case. Nehru 
and others objected 
and argued that even 
though the regime 
has changed, the po-
sition taken by the 
current government, 

contrary to the posi-
tion taken by the pre-
vious government, 
cannot be accepted, 
and that the order 
should be reviewed 
since the order was 
issued without hear-
ing their side’s ex-
planation in the main 
case. Following this, 
the judges have ad-
journed the hearing 
on the review peti-
tions filed by Nehru 
and others, as well 
as the hearing on 
the petition filed by 
the current govern-
ment seeking per-
mission to withdraw 
the review petition 
filed by the previous 
DMK government, 
to July 10. The judg-
es have also extend-
ed the interim order 
not to take further 
action on the case 
registered in this re-
gard till then.

Anti-Corruption Bureau case against K.N. Nehru
HC orders no action to be taken till July 10

Chennai
	 Tamil Nadu 
BJP leader Nainar 
Nagendran has said, 
“Chief Minister Vi-
jay should at least 
know his worth and 
behave accordingly 
in the Legislative As-
sembly.” Speaking to 
reporters today, he 
said, “I don’t know 
if Minister Nirmal 
Kumar has studied 
law. If he says that 
the order of the High 
Court judge to light 
the lamp in Thir-
uparankundram can-
not be implemented, 
then according to the 
Constitution, he is 
not only a member 
of the Legislative 
Assembly but also 
a person who is not 
qualified to continue 
as a minister. Like 
Thaweka, BJP is not 
an ordinary party. 
No matter how many 
elections come, 

BJP is the party that 
will rule the coun-
try. It is not known 
whether Thaweka 
will be there in the 
next election or not. 
Our Chief Minister 
is the one who talks 
the most in the As-
sembly; he talks the 
most and gives the 
most answers. In the 
Assembly, the Chief 
Minister has not an-
swered a single ques-
tion from the MLAs. 
Nirmal Kumar is a 
minister in the cab-
inet of such a Chief 
Minister. Nirmal Ku-
mar was in the BJP; 
then he joined the 
AIADMK. Now he 

is in the Thaweka. 
I don’t know which 
other party he will 
join next year. How 
many times did you 
go to the Governor’s 
Mansion to take 
oath as the Chief 
Minister? Nirmal 
Kumar, you are a 
law graduate... Shall 
I tell you who you 
called and asked to 
let the Chief Min-
ister take oath? Is 
the BJP happy only 
then? The governor 
sent it back saying 
he didn’t read the 
law properly; he 
didn’t know how 
to write it properly. 
“Speak only about 

necessary matters 
in the Assembly. In 
the previous regime, 
they said that a squir-
rel came to solve the 
power outage issue; 
now they say that a 
monkey came,” he 
said. Responding 
to a question about 
Chief Minister Vi-
jay’s gesture in the 
Assembly today, he 
said, “Chief Minis-
ter Vijay is in the As-
sembly thinking the 
same way he does in 
movies.” “Accord-
ing to the tradition 
of the Assembly, 
such actions should 
not be shown; you 
know what hap-
pened to those who 
did this in the past. 
At least from now 
on, the Chief Minis-
ter should know his 
worth and behave 
according to the tra-
dition of the Assem-
bly,” he said.

Just like acting in a movie, acting in a parliament
Nayinar Nagendran attacks Chief Minister Vijay

	 Mr. Sergio Gor, the U.S. Ambassador to India and Special Envoy to South and Cen-
tral Asia, met with the Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru S. Joseph Vijay, at the 
Secretariat today (June 22, 2026)

	 Minister for Human Resources Management Thiru T. Sarathkumar inaugurated the 
training classes for the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) Civil Services Main Exam-
ination at the All India Civil Services Coaching Centre in Chennai.
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Chennai
	 F o r m e r 
Minister Thangam 
Thennarasu told re-
porters at the Secre-
tariat complex: The 
Mekethatu issue is a 
livelihood issue for 
Tamil Nadu. In this 
regard, an arbitration 
court was request-
ed on behalf of the 
DMK in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. After 
the Chief Minister 
accepted and pro-
posed it, it was left 
to the decision of the 
council members, 
and a resolution was 
passed against the 
Meketatu Dam with 
the support of all 
members. The forma-
tion of a new tribunal 
will not affect in any 
way the final award 
of the Cauvery Tribu-
nal delivered by the 
Supreme Court on 
February 16, 2018. 
That award cannot be 
changed. When the 
Karnataka govern-
ment tried to build a 

dam across the Penna 
River, the Tamil Nadu 
government opposed 
it. A case was also 
filed in this regard 
during the AIADMK 
regime. The Supreme 
Court, which heard 
the case, allowed the 
Central Government 
to approach it for the 
appointment of an 
arbitral tribunal. As 
a result, I would like 
to point out that in 
2019, a request was 
made to set up a new 
arbitral tribunal to 
prevent the construc-
tion of a dam across 
the Penna River. The 
resolution brought by 
the Chief Minister, 
accepting the amend-
ment submitted by 
the DMK to set up a 

new arbitration panel 
regarding the Meketa-
tu Dam, is an attempt 
to protect the farmers 
of the Delta district. 
Creating another de-
bate on a matter that 
protects the interests 
of farmers will un-
dermine the sense of 
unity we have shown 
in the Assembly and 
will also create the 
appearance of divi-
sion between political 
parties. Such an envi-
ronment should not be 
created. It will be in 
the favor of the Kar-
nataka government. 
Therefore, all the po-
litical parties in Tamil 
Nadu should be united 
and unanimously ac-
cept the amended res-
olution. He said this.

The formation of a new tribunal in the
Mekethatu case will not affect the

Supreme Court’s verdict: Thangam Tennarasu

Chennai
	 Char i table 
Trusts Minister Ra-
mesh criticized the 
previous govern-
ment for allowing 
the construction of 
a multi-storey car 
park at a cost of 
Rs. 10 crore from 
temple funds, while 
many temples lack 
even the basic fa-
cilities required for 
devotees. A debate 
on the motion of 
thanks to the Gov-
ernor’s address was 
held in the Legis-
lative Assembly 
yesterday. Its de-
scription: Oppo-
sition Leader Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin: 
All the points in the 
Governor’s speech 
only help the ruling 
party post ‘reels’ on 
websites, but do not 
provide solutions 
to ‘real’ problems. 
The Governor’s 
speech stated that 
the income from the 
movable and im-
movable properties 
of the Charitable 
Trusts Department 
will be used only for 
its sacred purpose. 
This raises the ques-
tion of whether the 
Thaweka govern-
ment is acting as the 
voice of the BJP and 
saying that the char-
ity sector should not 
exist. They are also 
saying that schools 
and colleges should 
not be started with 
that fund. Does this 

stance apply not 
only to marriage 
halls and commer-
cial complexes, but 
also to schools and 
colleges? Hindu 
Religious Endow-
ments Minister C. 
Ramesh: The proj-
ects were started 
with the sole aim of 
building marriage 
halls etc. for com-
mercial purposes 
and generating rev-
enue through them, 
without providing 
basic facilities to 
the devotees. We 
have cancelled the 
ban on it in various 
cases. The previous 
minister had given 
permission to build 
a parking lot for 
five vehicles there 
with the funds of 
the Coonoor Vinay-
agar Temple at Rs. 
10 crore. An aver-
age of 500 devotees 
visit the temple ev-
ery month. When 
50 temples in the 
area do not even 
have basic facilities 
like toilets, is it nec-
essary to park a ve-
hicle at Pannaduk? 
In the government 
order banning such 
projects, we have 
said that an alter-
native plan will be 
implemented so 

that the temples and 
devotees benefit.
The central gov-
ernment was ready 
to provide funds to 
build a Siddha hos-
pital in Palani. The 
project was shelved 
in the previous re-
gime. We have now 
taken it up in hand. 
Former Minister 
Sekar Babu: The 
plans were brought 
in accordance with 
the law and in ac-
cordance with the 
demands of the con-
stituency MLAs. In 
Coonoor, on the rec-
ommendation of the 
municipality, it was 
brought in because 
if parking is brought 
to Pannaduk, the in-
come of the temple 
will increase. Minis-
ter Ramesh: We can 
lease the land to the 
municipal adminis-
tration and provide 
basic facilities from 
the income generated 
from it. But should 
we take the temple 
funds of Rs. 10 crore 
and build a parking 
lot for Pannaduk? 
None of the devotees 
have asked for a park-
ing lot for Pannaduk. 
They are only asking 
for basic facilities. 
This is how the dis-
cussion took place

Temple Fund Allocation Under Scrutiny
Ramesh Questions Parking Lot Approval

Chennai
	 I n d u s t r i e s 
Minister Keerthana 
has explained that 
Tamil Nadu has lost 
investments worth 
Rs. 3.34 lakh crore 
during the DMK re-
gime. Speaking to 
reporters at the Sec-
retariat complex, he 
said: “During the last 
5 years of DMK rule, 
25 major investments 
that should have 
come to Tamil Nadu 
have been ceded to 
other states.” The to-
tal value of these is 
Rs. 3.34 lakh crore. 
Due to this, more 
than 2 lakh 3 thou-
sand youth have lost 
their job opportuni-
ties. Past administra-
tive shortcomings and 
corruption are the rea-
son why investments 
by leading companies 
like Tata Semicon-
ductor, Suzuki Motor, 

JSW, and Toyota have 
gone to states like Gu-
jarat, Odisha, and Ma-
harashtra. But today, 
after the Thaweka 
government took of-
fice, they are spread-
ing false propaganda 
that investments are 
going to neighboring 
states like Andhra 
Pradesh. Apollo 
Tyres’ investment in 
Andhra Pradesh is an 
old project announced 
in 2016. At the same 
time, Apollo has now 
started the process 
of selecting land in 
South Tamil Nadu 
for the ‘Green Field’ 
project. Royal En-

field, which already 
has 4 manufacturing 
plants in Tamil Nadu, 
is planning to set up 
a 5th plant in Andhra 
Pradesh as part of its 
risk mitigation strat-
egy. Google Data 
Center has invested in 
Andhra Pradesh sole-
ly because of its vast 
arid lands and water 
availability. Adani 
Group’s hydro storage 
project is operational 
in Vellore and Nellai. 
A final decision has 
not been taken on the 
Reliance project yet. 
He said that no such 
project has left Tamil 
Nadu

Investment loss of Rs 3.34 lakh 
crore during DMK’s 5-year rule
Minister Keerthana explains

Chennai
	 P.R. Pandian, 
general secretary of 
the Tamil Nadu Cau-
very Farmers’ Asso-
ciation, has said that 
demanding a new 
arbitrator in the Me-
kethatu dispute is il-
legal. Speaking to the 
people in Mannarku-
di, he said: “The 
previous DMK-led 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s letter to the 
Central government 
expressing its dis-
satisfaction over the 
construction of a new 
intermediate dam 
for the Megedhattu 
Dam is tantamount to 
usurping our Cauv-
ery rights.” It is high-
ly condemnable that 
the letter was raised 
against his will with-
out any discussion at 
the All Party meeting 
or the Legislative As-
sembly meeting. The 

Tamil Nadu govern-
ment should come 
forward and declare 
in the Legislative As-
sembly that this letter 
is illegal. Following 
the rejection of the 
Mekethatu draft proj-
ect report by the Cau-
very Management 
Commission, which 
stated that it could 
not be legally debat-
ed or approved, the 
Central Water Re-
sources Commission 
will also have to pass 
a resolution to reject 
it again in the Leg-
islative Assembly. 

The previous DMK 
government tried 
to misuse the Chief 
Minister Vijay-led 
government in the 
Legislative Assem-
bly to justify the let-
ter it had deliberately 
and illegally raised. 
Therefore, the inclu-
sion of the demand 
of Opposition Lead-
er Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin in the resolution 
is a huge historical 
mistake. It should be 
rejected. We realize 
that the demand for a 
mid-term review for 
Meghadat is contrary 
to the final judg-
ment of the Supreme 
Court, the Cauvery 
Mid-term Review 
Board, and the gov-
ernment orders pub-
lished in the Central 
Gazette, and we urge 
the Chief Minister to 
immediately remove 
it. He said this.

P.R. Pandian’s opinion
Requesting a new arbitration 

in the Meketatu Dam issue is illegal

Chennai
	 Firefighters 
battled for over 2 
hours to extinguish 
a sudden fire that 
broke out at the 
Bharat Petroleum 
Company’s storage 
facility in Than-
daiyarpet. There is 
a storage depot of 
Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation near 
the Vaidhyanathan 
flyover in Thandai-
yarpet. More than 
100 employees 
work here. In this 
situation, it is said 
that a fire suddenly 
broke out yester-
day in the waste 
materials accumu-
lated in the premis-
es of the company. 
In a short time, the 
fire spread slowly 
and spread to the 
nearby sheds. As 
a result, the waste 
there caught fire 
and burned, and 
black smoke was 

emitted in large 
quantities. The 
smoke surround-
ed the entire area 
around Thandai-
yarpet. As a result, 
the general public 
in the area is said 
to have suffered 
physical injuries 
such as eye irrita-
tion and difficulty 
breathing. Upon 
receiving infor-
mation about this, 
fire engines from 
Thandaiyarpettai, 
K o r u k k u p e t t a i , 
and Vannarpettai 
fire stations rushed 
to the scene. Fire-
fighters struggled 

to put out the fire 
for a long time. 
They fought for 
about 2 hours to put 
out the fire. Mean-
while, all the em-
ployees working in 
the storage facility 
immediately left, 
averting a major 
tragedy.The Than-
daiyarpet police 
have registered a 
case and are inves-
tigating the cause 
of the fire. The in-
cident, which was 
shrouded in black 
smoke, caused 
panic among the 
people of the area 
for some time.

Fire breaks out at Bharat Petroleum 
warehouse in Thandaiyarpet

Chennai:
	 As per the 
election promise, a 
series of sloganeer-
ing protests were held 
yesterday in front of 
the Registrar of State 
Cooperative Societ-
ies, Chennai, on be-
half of the Tamil Nadu 
Farmers’ Unions 
State Committee, de-
manding a complete 
waiver of coopera-
tive crop loans tak-
en by farmers. More 
than 300 people, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu 
Farmers’ Association 
(TPA) General Sec-
retary P.S. Masilama-
ni and Tamil Nadu 
Farmers’ Association 
(CPM) State Gen-
eral Secretary Sami 
Natarajan, participat-
ed in the protest. In 
this regard, the state 
committee adminis-
trators of the Tamil 
Nadu Farmers’ Asso-
ciations said: Only a 
subset of farmers will 
benefit from the gov-
ernment’s initial an-
nouncement that the 
crop loans taken by 
farmers from prima-
ry agricultural coop-
erative banks across 
Tamil Nadu will be 
processed to the tune 
of Rs. 2,044.46 crore. 

We staged an atten-
tion-grabbing pro-
test on behalf of our 
associations on May 
26, demanding that 
the government issue 
a loan waiver noti-
fication for a large 
portion of farmers as 
per its election prom-
ise.We met the Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minis-
ter in person on June 
2 and urged him to 
reconsider the loan 
waiver. Accordingly, 
the state government 
issued a new notifi-
cation on June 16. It 
has announced full 
waiver for those who 
have taken crop loans 
up to Rs. 75,000 
and Rs. 35,000 for 
farmers who have 
taken loans above 
that. This is a small 
improvement over 
what was announced 
earlier, but it is not 
a complete waiver.
Therefore, as per the 
election promise, 
the loans of farmers 
who have taken crop 
loans up to 5 acres 
should be complete-
ly waived, and 50 
percent of the loans 
of farmers who have 
taken crop loans over 
5 acres should be 
waived, he said.

Farmers’ associations continue
to protest demanding complete

waiver of cooperative crop loans

Chennai
	 A student 
died after being 
swept away by a 
wave while bath-
ing in the sea with 
friends. Ishanth 
Kumar (17) from 
P u r u t h i v a k k a m , 
Chennai. He had 
completed his 12th 
standard and was 
about to join a pri-
vate college in 
Nungambakkam. 
In this situation, Is-
hant Kumar went 
to the Thiruvanmi-
yur beach with 4 of 
his friends the day 
before yesterday 
morning. There, ev-
eryone was bathing 
in the sea together. 
It is said that they 
were touching each 
other and playing. 
At that time, a huge 
wave suddenly 
arose and dragged 
Ishant Kumar into 
the sea. His friends 

tried to save him but 
were unsuccessful. 
Friends informed 
the Thiruvanmiyur 
police about this. 
Following this, the 
police rushed to 
the spot and con-
ducted an investi-
gation. They also 
started searching 
for the student with 
the help of fire bri-
gade personnel and 
rescue workers. In 
this situation, after 
some time, Ishanth 
Kumar’s dead body 
washed ashore near 
the Thiruvanmiyur 
Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Following this, the 
police recovered 
the body and sent it 
to the government 
hospital for autopsy. 
The Thiruvanmiyur 
police have regis-
tered a case and are 
conducting an in-
vestigation into the 
incident.

Tragedy strikes while bathing

in the sea with friends: Student
dies after being caught in a wave

	 A procession to raise awareness about drug pre-
vention was held yesterday, organized by the Prohibition 
Enforcement Wing of Ulundurpet, Kallakurichi district.

	 District Collector J.E. Padmaja, IAS, 
inspected the SIPCOT Industrial Estate com-
plex in E. Sathanur, Ulundurpet Taluk, Kallak-
urichi District, yesterday (23.06.2026) to re-
view the establishment of drainage facilities 
for water discharge.
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Lucknow
	 15 people 
died in a fire that 
broke out in a build-
ing housing an ani-
mation training center 
in Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh. It has been 
reported that an en-
gaged couple died in 
the fire. Nine people 
working at the train-
ing center where the 
fire broke out died. 
These included Nilesh 
Kumar and Anamika 
Samant. Both fam-
ilies had arranged 
for the couple to get 
married. In this situa-
tion, their married life 
was destroyed in the 
fire. The deceased, 
Nilesh and Anami-
ka, met at work. The 
two became friends 
and eventually be-
came lovers. Both 
their families have 
approved their rela-
tionship. Following 
this, last week, An-
amika’s parents and 
family came to Luc-
know from West Ben-
gal and met Nilesh’s 
family. In this situa-
tion, Nilesh’s family 
was planning to go 
to West Bengal next 
week. In this context, 
both of them died in a 
fire accident. Nilesh’s 
family said that he 
died at a time when 
he was close to get-
ting his own house, 
promotion, salary in-

crease, and marriage. 
Now, arrangements 
have been made for 
the funeral of Nilesh 
and Anamika. Luc-
know fire accident 
Aliganj is a district 
near Lucknow in 
Uttar Pradesh. The 
shopping complex 
here has a game cen-
ter, a pet supply store, 
a clinic and various 
other shops. An ani-
mation training cen-
ter was operating on 
the first floor. Many 
students between the 
ages of 15 and 17 
were trained here. 
Meanwhile, a fire 
broke out on the 3rd 
floor of the shopping 
mall yesterday after-
noon. Within a short 
time, the fire spread 
to the next floors. In 
this, students from 
the animation train-
ing center on the first 
floor were trapped. 
They were unable to 
escape through the 
entrance or the front. 
As a result, the stu-
dents broke the win-
dows of the training 
center. As a result, 
7 students jumped 

down. One of them 
fell on the wall and 
suffered a fracture. 
He was taken to a 
nearby hospital. The 
Agam party helped 
to save the students 
who jumped through 
the window. The stu-
dents jumped from 
the first floor and 
the pictures hanging 
from the window 
went viral on social 
media, scaring the 
onlookers. The fire 
spread rapidly due 
to the abundance of 
wooden tables and 
chairs in the training 
center. Firefighters 
fought to extinguish 
the fire that had been 
burning for about an 
hour. The National Di-
saster Response Force 
also rushed to the 
scene and took part in 
the rescue operation. 
Efforts were made to 
rescue the students 
by breaking the side 
wall of the animation 
center. After the fire 
was completely extin-
guished, the bodies of 
15 people were recov-
ered from the training 
center.

Tragedy in Lucknow fire
Engaged couple killed

Hyderabad
	 Heavy rains 
in Hyderabad city 
overnight led to 
flooding on roads 
and power outages. 
People were also af-
fected. The heavy 
rain accompanied by 
thunder, lightning 
and strong winds was 
recorded in various 
parts of Hyderabad 
city. The heavy rain 
lasted for about 2 
hours in areas includ-
ing Kethreddypalli, 
Chandranagar, Mad-
hapur, Kachibowli, 
Hitech City, Man-
ikonda, Film Nagar, 
Jubilee Hills, Charmi-
nar, and Miyapur. 
In this situation, the 
Meteorological De-
partment has said that 
rain will continue in 
Hyderabad city for 
the next five days. 
The Meteorological 
Department reported 
that 12.9 centimeters 
of rain was recorded 

in Kethireddypalli, 
12.7 centimeters in 
Chandranagar, and 
11.7 centimeters in 
Lingapalli. Due to the 
rain, rainwater accu-
mulated on the main 
roads and low-lying 
areas of the city. Due 
to this, electricity was 
cut off in some places. 
This affected the peo-
ple to a great extent. 
Transport was also af-
fected due to the rain. 
Rain in various states 
Monsoon has begun 
in Mumbai, Maha-
rashtra. Rain was re-
corded in Mumbai on 
Sunday and Monday. 
The India Meteoro-
logical Department 

has said that rain will 
continue in Mumbai 
in this context. Due 
to the monsoon, it 
has been reported that 
rain will be record-
ed in the central and 
eastern parts of India. 
Moreover, the Meteo-
rological Department 
has said that there will 
be rain in the states 
including Telangana, 
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Bihar, As-
sam, Meghalaya, and 
Sikkim. Similarly, 
the Meteorological 
Department has said 
that there will be rain 
in the coastal districts 
of Karnataka, Kerala, 
and Goa.

Heavy rains lashed Hyderabad in the 
middle  of the night, causing flooding on the roads

Kolkata
	 A dissident 
group led by Ritabra-
ta Banerjee has an-
nounced the removal 
of former West Ben-
gal Chief Minister and 
Trinamool Congress 
founder Mamata Ba-
nerjee from the post 
of party president. An 
emergency meeting 
of disgruntled Trina-
mool Congress MLAs 
and municipal council 
members (councilors) 
was held at a private 
hotel in Kolkata yes-
terday under the chair-
manship of Ritabrata 
Banerjee. The special 

meeting, which took 
place at around 4 pm, 
was attended by more 
than 40 councilors 
from various munic-
ipalities including 
Kolkata, Baharampur, 
Uttarpara, Srirampur, 
and Dum Dum. At 
the end of the meet-
ing, a 10-member 
new national execu-
tive committee of the 
All India Trinamool 

Congress was unan-
imously formed, po-
litical sources said. 
Top leaders includ-
ing Ritabrata Baner-
jee, Sandipan Saha 
and former Kolkata 
mayor Firhad Hakim 
participated in the 
meeting.As per the 
decision taken in the 
meeting, Mamata has 
been removed from 
the post of party pres-
ident. Arup Roy has 
been elected as the 
new president. Other 
leaders in the group 
have also been given 
important responsi-
bilities.

Mamata Banerjee’s removal
Trinamool disgruntled leaders action

Patna
	 The NEET-
UG re-examination 
was held across 
the country the day 
before yesterday. 
During the NEET 
re-examination held 
in Lakhisarai, Bihar, 
a gang tried to com-
mit a fraud in the 
style of the movie 
‘Munnabhai MBBS’. 
The police foiled 
this. The police have 
accused the gang of 
arranging ‘salvars’ 
(replacements) to 
write the entrance 
exam in place of the 
candidates. In this 
operation, 24 peo-
ple, including med-
ical students and 
employees of a bio-
metric (fingerprint 
verification) compa-

ny involved in the 
exam process, were 
arrested. The police 
suspect Arpit Raj, a 
medical student of 
ANM Medical Col-
lege and Hospital 
in Gaya, to be one 
of the key figures in 
the fraud ring. It is 
worth noting that Ar-
pit Raj was already 
being questioned by 
the CBI in the 2024 
NEET question pa-
per leak case. Anoth-
er medical student, 
Mayank Kashyap, 
who is studying for 
his third year MBBS 
at Patna Medical 
College and Hospi-
tal, was also arrested 
in connection with 
the case. In addition, 
14 employees of the 
biometric company 

involved in the ex-
amination process 
were also arrested. 
The fraud network 
came under the po-
lice’s scrutiny after 
Mayank Kashyap 
allegedly entered 
the Hasanpur Gov-
ernment Higher 
Secondary School 
examination center 
by posing as an em-
ployee of a biometric 
company. He was the 
first to be arrested 
during the investiga-
tion. Following this, 
the police conducted 
raids at KRK High 
School and Kendriya 
Vidyalaya in Lakki 
Sarai. During these 
raids, 7 applicants 
and several others 
involved in the scam 
were arrested.

24 arrested for attempting to commit

Munnabhai MBBS’ style fraud at 
Bihar NEET re-examination centre

New Delhi
	 N a t i o n -
al Testing Agency 
(NTA) Director Gen-
eral Abhishek Singh 
has said that the 
‘NEET-UG’ re-exam-
ination for medical 
courses held across 
the country the day 
before yesterday was 
successfully con-
ducted without any 
irregularities. In an 
interview with a news 
agency, he said: “The 
NEET re-examination 
was conducted in a 
very proper manner 
without any irregu-
larities. The NTA, in 
collaboration with 
the central govern-
ment, took all neces-
sary measures to re-
duce the stress of the 
students and ensure 

their safety. Most of 
the NEET candidates 
are young students 
aged 17 and 18. This 
is because rumors 
circulating on social 
media can affect their 
mood. In particular, 
some scammers have 
tried to deceive stu-
dents and parents by 
creating fake imag-
es of question paper 
leaks on apps like 
Telegram. To prevent 
cybercrimes that ex-
tort money by show-

ing fake question 
papers, the Telegram 
app was temporarily 
banned from June 16 
to 22. The security of 
the question papers 
and the supply chain 
were completely un-
der our complete con-
trol. Strict action will 
be taken by the police 
department as per 
the law against those 
spreading rumours 
and posting fake vid-
eos regarding NEET 
exam. He said.

NEET-UG re-examination 
completed: NDA President proud

Jaipur
	 R a j a s t h a n 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
(ATS) officials said: 
Babita Thakat alias 
Khadija, who was in 
contact with anti-na-
tional forces in Jaipur, 
has been arrested.An 
examination of her so-
cial media accounts, 
including WhatsApp 

and Facebook, re-
vealed her links to 
Jaish-e-Mohammed 
and other extremist 
groups. The woman 
said she converted to 
Islam on the advice of 
a Pakistani mufti over 
the phone. Authori-
ties are investigating 
the matter, the official 
said.

Woman linked to Pak 
terrorists  arrested in Rajasthan

Dehradun
	 The Nihangs 
are a sect of Sikhs. 
They are called 
armed warriors in 
the Sikh religion. 
Nihang Sikhs are 
on a pilgrimage to 
gurdwaras across the 
country. On the 16th, 
a clash broke out 
between 6 Nihang 
Sikhs and villagers in 
Karnaprayag district 
of Uttarakhand. At 
that time, the Nihang 
Sikhs threw swords 
and 4 people were 
seriously injured. 
The condition of one 
of them is critical.
In this regard, 4 Ni-
hang Sikhs were ar-

rested and lodged in 
jail. In this context, 
7 Nihang Sikhs en-
tered the Gurudwara 
in Nagaras village, 
Rudraprayag district, 
Uttarakhand state, on 
the 20th. They have 
taken the Gurudwara 
under their control 
and are engaged in 
a sit-in protest.They 
demanded the imme-
diate release of the 
arrested. Their pro-
test entered its third 
day yesterday. As a 
precautionary mea-
sure, Uttarakhand 
police and army per-
sonnel have been 
deployed at the gurd-
wara complex.

Nihang Sikhs hold sit-in
protest at Uttarakhand 

gurdwara for 3rd day

Mumbai
	 6 MPs from 
the Uddhav Thac-
keray-led Shiv Sena 
joined the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena 
yesterday. In the 2024 
Makkala elections, 
Uddhav Thackeray’s 
Shiv Sena, which 
was in the Congress 
alliance, won 9 seats. 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena, 
which was in the BJP 
alliance, won 7 seats. 
In this context, a 
meeting of Uddhav’s 
Shiv Sena MPs was 
held in Mumbai on 
the 18th. Only 3 MPs 
participated in this. 
6 MPs did not at-
tend the meeting. In 
this context, 6 MPs 
from Uddhav’s Shiv 
Sena joined Shinde’s 

Shiv Sena in Mumbai 
yesterday. Speaking 
at the event, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath 
Shinde said, “A huge 
struggle was waged 
in 2022 to save the 
Shiv Sena. Now, 6 
new MPs have joined 
our team to protect 
the principles of the 
Shiv Sena. We are 
protecting the prin-
ciples and principles 
of Shiv Sena founder 
Bal Thackeray. This 

is why support for 
our team is increas-
ing.” Shinde’s Shiv 
Sena already had 7 
MPs. With the addi-
tion of 6 new MPs, 
the party’s strength 
in the Lok Sabha has 
increased to 13. Since 
two-thirds of the 
MPs have switched 
sides, action cannot 
be taken against them 
under the Defection 
Act. Regarding this, 
former Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thacker-
ay said, “Shiv Sena 
fought against Con-
gress for about 30 
years. But that party 
did not break Shiv 
Sena. Shiv Sena sup-
ported BJP in its de-
velopment. But BJP 
broke our party.”

6 MPs from Uddhav Shiv Sena 
join Shinde’s party

New Delhi
	 India is in 
talks with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates 
regarding the sale 
of Brahmos missiles 
and Agastya air de-
fense missiles. In-
dia and Russia are 
jointly developing 
the Brahmos missile. 
The high-speed Brah-
mos missile can be 
launched from land, 
sea, and air. The Phil-

ippines signed a deal 
in 2022 to buy the 
first batch of Brah-
mos missiles from 
India for $375 mil-
lion. India delivered 
them on time. During 
Operation Sindh, In-
dia used Brahmos 
missiles to strike Pa-
kistani air bases and 
militant camps. This 
has made the Brah-
mos missile popular. 
Vietnam and Indone-

sia have also signed 
deals with India to 
buy Brahmos mis-
siles. Following the 
Iran war, the United 
Arab Emirates ex-

pressed interest in 
buying Brahmos mis-
siles and Aghast air 
defense systems from 
India. It has been re-
ported that talks are 

underway between 
the United Arab 
Emirates and India 
in this regard. Trade 
relations between the 
two countries have 
been improving re-
cently. It is worth not-
ing that several agree-
ments have recently 
been signed between 
the two sides regard-
ing the joint produc-
tion of energy and 
military equipment.

India in talks with UAE over sale of Brahmos missiles
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London
	 British Prime 
Minister Keir Starm-
er resigned yester-
day, asking the rul-
ing Labour Party to 
begin the process of 
choosing a new prime 
minister. The Labour 
Party won the British 
parliamentary elec-
tion in 2024 and came 
to power. On July 5 
of the same year, the 
party’s leader, Keir 
Starmer, took office 
as Prime Minister. 
After taking office, he 
appointed Peter Mun-
dell as the British am-
bassador to the Unit-
ed States. Peter was 
arrested in February 
in connection with 
the Epstein-Kopps 
sexual assault case. 
At that time, there 
was a strong op-
position within the 
ruling party against 
Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer. During the 
election, the Labour 
Party promised to 
strengthen the British 
economy. But under 
Starmer’s govern-
ment, Britain’s econ-

omy has not achieved 
the expected growth. 
There have also been 
various irregularities 
in Britain’s Nation-
al Health Service. 
Health Minister Wes 
Stirling and Defence 
Minister John Healy 
resigned in protest 
at Prime Minister 
Starmer’s administra-
tion. Several senior 
Labour leaders have 
also resigned. The 
ruling party suffered 
a major setback in the 
recent local elections. 
British Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer resigned 
yesterday due to these 
reasons. He told re-
porters in the capital, 
London, that: “There 
have been many ques-
tions raised within the 
Labour Party about 
my leadership. There-

fore, I am resigning as 
leader of the Labour 
Party and as Prime 
Minister.” The filing 
of nominations for the 
new Prime Minister 
will begin on July 9. 
The last date is July 
16. The new Prime 
Minister will be cho-
sen before the cabinet 
meets in September, 
he said. Is Burnham 
the new Prime Min-
ister? Senior Labour 
leader Andy Burn-
ham is the frontrunner 
to become Britain’s 
new prime minister. 
His supporter, Jos 
Symons, recently re-
signed as MP for the 
Mackerelfield con-
stituency. Andy Burn-
ham is set to contest 
and win the by-elec-
tion in that constitu-
ency.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
resigns - what is the background?

Birkenstock
	 The US-Iran 
peace agreement was 
signed on the 18th. 
It was decided to en-
gage in talks to reach 
a final agreement 
within the next 60 
days. Accordingly, 
the first round of talks 
between the two sides 
will take place in the 
city of Birkenstock, 
Switzerland. In this, a 
delegation led by Vice 
President J.D. Vance 
from the US side and a 
delegation led by For-
eign Minister Seyyed 
Abbas Araqchi and 
Speaker Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf from 
the Iranian side par-
ticipated. Before the 
talks, Trump warned 
that Iran would take 
new military action 
against it if it failed 
to curb Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. The Irani-

an delegation walked 
out, citing this. How-
ever, the situation was 
later resolved and the 
talks continued. Some 
important decisions 
were made in this 
first round of talks. 
In a joint statement 
issued by the medi-
ators, Pakistan and 
Qatar, it was said that 
“the two sides have 
agreed on a compre-
hensive 14-point final 
agreement within the 
next 60 days. A com-
munication channel 
has been established 
to ensure the safe 

passage of commer-
cial ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz.” 
Conflict avoidance 
section It was agreed 
to establish a de-esca-
lation zone to ensure 
the cessation of Israe-
li military operations 
in Lebanon. Talks 
will continue on all 
issues. The mediating 
countries will con-
tinue to make every 
effort to ensure that 
the talks continue in 
a constructive atmo-
sphere with a view to 
reaching a final agree-
ment,” it said.

First round of talks between US and Iran
Agree to reach 14-point final deal within 60 days

Doha
	 13 people, in-
cluding Indians, died 
in an explosion at a 
gas refinery in Qatar. 
Qatar’s Minister of 
Energy Saad Sherida 
Al-Kaabi told report-
ers: “An explosion 
occurred on Sunday 
night at the ‘Bar-
zan’ gas distribution 
plant in the Ras Laf-
fan Industrial Area 
of ​​Qatar.” In this, 13 
workers from India 
and Pakistan lost their 
lives. 66 people who 
were seriously injured 
are receiving inten-
sive treatment. None 

of them are in danger 
of life. This is just an 
industrial accident. 
There is no conspir-
acy or attack in this. 
Al-Kafi said. The 
Indian Embassy in 
Doha has expressed 
deep concern over 
the accident on its X 
page. The Indian Em-

bassy has informed 
that the affected Indi-
ans and their families 
can contact the fol-
lowing phone num-
bers: +974-55647502, 
+974-55384683 and 
the email address 
cons.doha@mea.gov.
in for emergency as-
sistance.

Explosion at Qatar gas plant kills 13
including Indians; 66 injured

Edinburgh
	 A statue of 
Maharishi Susrutha, 
known as the Father 
of World Surgery, has 
been unveiled in the 
Scottish capital, Edin-
burgh. A medical ed-
ucational institution 
called ‘The Royal 
College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh’ is func-
tioning in Edinburgh, 
the capital of Scot-
land, a united part 
of Britain. A bronze 
statue of Maharishi 
Susrutha, known as 
the Father of World 
Surgery, has been un-
veiled at this medical 
educational institu-
tion. Chandra Cheru-
vu, a renowned Brit-
ish surgeon originally 
from Andhra Pradesh, 
installed the statue 
at his own expense. 
Sculptors from Tiru-
vannamalai, Tamil 

Nadu, meticulous-
ly crafted the 90 kg 
statue of Maharishi 
Susrutha and sent it to 
Edinburgh. Maharishi 
Sushruta lived in Va-
ranasi, Uttar Pradesh, 
in the 6th century. He 
studied medicine and 
surgery at a young 
age. He laid the foun-
dation for modern 
surgery and plastic 
surgery. The Sushru-
ta Samhita, compiled 
by Maharishi Su-
shruta, is the world’s 
oldest medical text. 
It contains detailed 
descriptions of sur-

gical procedures and 
Ayurvedic medicine. 
Sushruta documented 
121 types of surgical 
instruments and their 
uses. Susrud suc-
cessfully performed 
modern plastic sur-
gery, which involves 
taking skin from the 
forehead and cheek to 
create a new nose for 
people who have lost 
their noses. This was 
the world’s first surgi-
cal procedure, plastic 
surgery. He is cred-
ited with performing 
about 300 types of 
surgeries.

Statue of Susrudhar, father of
surgery, unveiled in Scotland

London
	 Keir Starm-
er has announced his 
resignation as British 
Prime Minister. He 
has asked his Labour 
Party to begin the pro-
cess of choosing the 
next prime minister. 
The Labour Party’s 
leader, Keir Starmer, 
took office as Prime 
Minister after win-
ning the British par-
liamentary election 
held in 2024. Keir 
Starmer, who took of-
fice on July 5, 2024, 
has been the Prime 
Minister of Britain 
for the past two years. 
With the next general 
election due in 2029, 
there has been a dis-
agreement within the 
party over whether to 
seek re-election un-
der the leadership of 
Keir Starmer. He has 
announced his resig-
nation as party leader 
and prime minister. 
He has asked the par-
ty to begin the process 
of selecting a succes-
sor as party leader and 

prime minister. Keir 
Starmer announced 
his resignation to re-
porters outside the 
Prime Minister’s Of-
fice in London, ac-
companied by senior 
Labour Party officials 
and his family. “Un-
der my leadership, 
the Labour Party 
achieved a huge vic-
tory in the last gener-
al election. The qual-
ity of life in Britain 
has improved over 
the past two years un-
der the leadership of 
the Labour Party,” he 
said. I acknowledge 
that I am not in the 
best position to lead 
the Labour Party at 
the next general elec-
tion. I will therefore 
resign as party lead-
er and prime minis-
ter. I have informed 
the King of my de-
cision to resign. I 
have asked the party 
executive committee 
to begin the process 
of selecting a suc-
cessor. Nominations 
will open on July 9 

and close on July 16. 
If there is a contest, 
a new leader will be 
elected before Par-
liament reconvenes 
in September. I will 
do everything in my 
power to ensure a 
smooth transition of 
power. I will remain 
Prime Minister until 
the end of the leader-
ship race. I will give 
my full and unwaver-
ing support to who-
ever succeeds me. I 
know they will find 
that Britain is a much 
stronger place now 
than it was when I 
took office two years 
ago. “As I step down 
from the most import-
ant job in the country, 
I will be devoting 
more time to another 
even more important 
job. I will be devot-
ing more time to be-
ing a better husband 
to my wife, Victoria, 
who has supported 
me through thick and 
thin, and a better fa-
ther to my children,” 
he said.

Keir Starmer announces 
resignation as British Prime Minister

	 Qatar and Pa-
kistan, which were in-
volved in the mediation, 
have jointly announced 
the conclusion of 
high-level talks between 
the United States and 
Iran held in Switzerland. 
The US-Iran peace deal 
was signed on the 18th. 
US President Trump and 
Iranian President Ma-
soud Bashar al-Assad 
signed the agreement 
electronically. It was 
decided to engage in 
negotiations to reach a 
final agreement within 
the next 60 days. Ac-
cordingly, high-level 
talks were held between 
the two sides in Birken-
stock, Switzerland. In 
this, Vice President J.D. 
Vance, Steve Witkoff, 
Jared Kushner, and oth-
ers participated on be-
half of the United States. 
On behalf of Iran, 
its Foreign Minister 
Seyyed Abbas Araqchi 
and Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
among others, partici-
pated. The first round 

of high-level talks be-
tween the US and Iran, 
held yesterday, lasted 
more than 10 hours. 
Pakistan and Qatar me-
diated the talks. After 
the talks concluded, the 
two countries issued a 
joint statement. It said, 
“The first session of 
high-level talks involv-
ing representatives of 
Iran, the United States, 
Qatar, and Pakistan, 
which is mediating, con-
cluded in Burgenstock, 
Switzerland. The talks 
were held in a positive 
and constructive atmo-
sphere. Encouraging 
progress has been made, 
including the develop-
ment of a mechanism 
for technical negotia-
tions.” The High-Lev-
el Committee has ap-
proved an action plan to 
reach a final agreement 
within 60 days. This 
lays the groundwork for 
the immediate start of 
technical negotiations. A 
communication mech-
anism has been estab-
lished to ensure the safe 
passage of commercial 

ships through the Strait 
of Hormuz. It has been 
agreed to establish a 
de-escalation zone to 
ensure the cessation of 
military operations in 
Lebanon. “Negotiations 
on all issues will con-
tinue throughout the 
remainder of this week. 
The mediating countries 
will continue to make 
every effort to ensure 
that the negotiations 
continue in a construc-
tive atmosphere with a 
view to reaching a final 
agreement,” it said. Fol-
lowing this report, Syed 
Abbas Araqchi posted 
on X, saying, “The tire-
less mediation efforts of 
Pakistan and Qatar have 
made great progress in 
ending the Lebanon war. 
The oil and petrochem-
ical export embargoes 
on Iran have been lifted. 
The economic sanctions 
have been lifted. Some 
frozen assets have been 
released. Furthermore, 
a major reconstruction 
and development pro-
gram for Iran has been 
launched.”

US-Iran high-level talks 
conclude - mediators announce

Theni, June 23: 
	 F a r m e r s 
staged a protest by 
throwing and smash-
ing coconuts on the 
street to demand a fair 
price for their pro-
duce. Organized by 
the Tamil Nadu Coco-
nut Farmers’ Associa-
tion, the protest took 
place in front of the 
Theni District Col-
lector’s office. Muru-
gan, President of the 
Tamil Nadu Farmers’ 
Association, presided 
over the event, with 
District Secretary 
Amsarajan and Dis-
trict Treasurer Sub-
biah in attendance. 
Kannan (District Sec-
retary, Tamil Nadu 
Farmers’ Association) 

and Rajappan (State 
Committee Member) 
spoke, explaining the 
demands. During the 
protest, farmers ex-
pressed their griev-
ances by smashing 
and throwing coco-
nuts on the street. 
They demanded that 
the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment fix perma-
nent prices—specif-
ically ₹60 per kg for 
husked coconuts, ₹30 
per kg for unhusked 
coconuts, and ₹180 
per kg for copra—and 
that the government 
directly procure the 
coconuts cultivated 
by the farmers. More 
than 50 coconut farm-
ers participated in the 
protest.

Protest: Coconuts Smashed
on the Street Demanding Fair Pricing

Cumbum, June 22: 
	 Yoga training 
was conducted for 
police personnel in 
Cumbum. To mark In-
ternational Yoga Day, 
a camp was held yes-
terday to rejuvenate 
police officers—who 
often face high lev-
els of stress—through 
yoga practice. Uth-
amapalayam Depu-
ty Superintendent of 
Police Chandrase-
karan presided over 

the event. During the 
session, various yoga 
postures and breath-
ing techniques were 
taught, including 
Trikonasana, Ardha 
Chakrasana, Parsva-
konasana, Virabha-
drasana, Paschimot-
tanasana, Kapalbhati, 
and Bhastrika. Me-
mentos were pre-
sented to yoga expert 
Rajendran and district 
yoga instructor Ravi 
Ram.

Yoga Training for
Police Personnel 

Karimangalam, June 
22: 
	 Police have 
arrested three indi-
viduals—including 
a grandfather and 
his grandsons—for 
assaulting a farmer 
following a dispute 
over a pathway near 
Karimangalam. Mari-
yappan (51) hailed 
from Kittesampatti 
in Kottomaranahal-
li Panchayat, near 
Karimangalam in 
Dharmapuri district. 
A dispute regarding 
a public pathway had 
existed between him 
and Muniyappan (56), 
a resident of the same 
area. Recently, Muni-
yappan attempted to 
construct a shed on 
this pathway. When 
Mariyappan objected, 

an argument ensued 
between the two par-
ties. The situation 
escalated, and Muni-
yappan, along with 
his grandsons Diva-
kar (20) and Jaidee-
pan (19), assaulted 
Mariyappan with an 
iron rod. Bystanders 
rescued Mariyap-
pan, who sustained 
severe head injuries, 
and admitted him to 
the Dharmapuri Gov-
ernment Hospital; he 
was later transferred 
to a private hospital 
in Salem for further 
treatment. Based on 
a complaint filed by 
Mariyappan’s wife, 
Vani, the Karimanga-
lam police registered 
a case and arrested 
the grandfather and 
his grandsons.

Farmer Assaulted 

Kalasapakkam, June 
23: 
	 Twenty peo-
ple were seriously 
injured in a head-on 
collision between 
two government bus-
es in Kalasapakkam. 
Traffic was disrupt-
ed for an hour due to 
the accident, causing 
hardship to motorists 
amidst heavy rain. 
Rainfall had occurred 
in several areas of Ti-
ruvannamalai district, 
including Kalasapak-
kam, Arani, and their 
surroundings. Amidst 
this weather, a gov-
ernment bus departed 
from Tiruvannamalai 
towards Vellore yes-
terday evening, while 
another was traveling 
from Vellore towards 
Tiruvannamalai. The 
two buses collided 
head-on on the Ka-
lasapakkam bridge. 
The front sections of 
both buses were com-
pletely mangled in the 

crash. Twenty people 
sustained serious in-
juries, including gov-
ernment bus driver 
Arun Kumar and pas-
sengers Nithya (35), 
Samikkannu (60), 
Vasanthi (40), Poon-
godi (38), Kalpana 
(38), Sulochana (80), 
Vijaya (43), Arun 
(25), Poongavanam 
(45), 3-year-old Siv-
amithra, Gayath-
ri (24), Sudhakar 
(43), Balayya (78), 
Jagadeesh (49), Pad-
ma (43), Maheshwari 
(43), Ramakrishna 
(49), Usha (19), and 
Srisha (18). Upon re-
ceiving information 
about the incident, 
a police team led by 
Kalasapakkam Police 
Inspector Nagaraj 
rushed to the scene, 
rescued the injured, 
and sent them via am-
bulance to the Tiru-
vannamalai Govern-
ment Medical College 
Hospital.

Accident on Kalasapakkam Bridge; 
20 Seriously Injured in Head-on Collision 

Between Government Buses

	 Ranipet District Collector Mrs. N. Priya, I.A.S., inspected 
the Anganwadi centre in Keelkuppam Panchayat (Arcot Pancha-
yat Union) today (23.6.2026) and interacted with the children. She 
was accompanied by the Project Director of the Rural Development 
Agency, Mr. K. Selvarasu, and Block Development Officers Mr. Ravi 
and Mr. Saravanan.


