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Additional financial burden of Rs 5,000 crore
Chief Minister vllav s letter to Prime Minister Modi

Chennai

Chief Minis-
ter Vijay has written a
letter to Prime Minis-
ter Modi, stating that
the state government
will face an addition-
al financial burden of
up to Rs. 5,000 crore,
and that changes
should be made to
the VP-GRAMII
scheme, including
continuing 100%
central government
funding for sala-
ries and administra-
tive expenses. The
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme, a 100-day
employment scheme
to improve the liveli-
hood of rural people
across the country,
was implemented by
the Central Govern-
ment. In contrast, the
Central Government
has introduced a new
scheme called Bharat

- Gram Employment
Guarantee and Live-
lihood Scheme (VB-
G Ram Ji), which
has been developed
with some changes.
Through this, 125
days of employment
will be available.
This scheme came
into effect yester-
day across the coun-
try, including Tamil
Nadu. A fund of Rs.
12,642 crore has
been allocated for
the implementation
of this scheme in
Tamil Nadu. Of this,
the Central Govern-
ment’s contribution
is Rs. 7,585 crore.
In this situation,
Chief Minister Vijay
has written a letter
to Prime Minister
Modi regarding this
project. In it, the
Chief Minister said:
The financial shar-
ing mechanism and
operational rules of

te
scheme will cause
an additional finan-
cial burden of more
than Rs. 5 thousand
crores to the state
government and will
have operational im-
plications. However,
major changes and
relaxations are need-
ed in the rules of the
scheme. Failure to do
so will seriously af-
fect the smooth and
effective functioning
of the scheme at the
field level. This will

VP-GRAMIT

also affect the rural

people who depend
on the Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme. Further, as
far as the method of
financial sharing is
concerned, the cur-
rent guidelines stip-
ulate that salaries,
fixed assets and ad-
ministrative expens-
es will be shared
between the Central
and State Govern-
ments in the ratio of
60:40. This change
will impose a huge fi-

nancial bu}den on the
state exchequer as
the Mahatma Gand-

hi National Rural
Employment Guar-
antee Scheme has

been operating under
a different structure
for the last two de-
cades. This is likely
to result in a reduc-
tion in wages and
working days. The
allocation for oth-
er essential welfare
schemes may also be
reduced. Therefore,

Volunteers happy as traitors leave
Palaniswami’s comments at

Chennai

Party Gen-
eral Secretary Pala-
niswami has said that
the party’s volunteers
are happy that trai-
tors are leaving the
AIADMK. A con-
sultative meeting on
the role of women
in AIADMK devel-
opment work was
held yesterday at the
party headquarters in
Royapettah, Chen-
nai, under the chair-
manship of General
Secretary Palaniswa-
mi. Palaniswami
said: AIADMK is a
movement that runs
with democracy.
People from different
castes and religions
are united and work-
ing for the people.
AIADMK, which
has been working for
the people for half a
century, cannot be
destroyed or eradi-
cated. People who
voted for ATADMK

People voted for
ATADMK and made
them MLAs. But

those who won under
the two leaves sym-
bol are resigning and
joining Thaweka.
What qualifications
does Chief Minis-
ter Vijay have to run
this government?
Winning and losing
elections are normal.
Our vote percent-
age in the assembly
elections is higher
than in the last Lok
Sabha elections. Vi-
jay has come to pow-
er without doing any-
thing for the people.
Even after coming to
power, he has been

ruling by \forcing
AIADMK MLAs to
resign without doing
anything for the peo-
ple. The workers are
happy and excited as
traitors are leaving
the AIADMK. Ev-
eryone should work
to strengthen the
AIADMK. Mabhila
Raniya should im-
mediately start the
Thingnai campaign
and tell the people,
especially  women,
about the achieve-
ments made during
the regime led by
MGR, Jayalalithaa
and myself. He said
this. At the end of the
program party Dep-

uty General Secre-
tary K.P. Munusamy
told reporters, “They
are leaving the par-
ty after enjoying all
the comforts and
conveniences of of-
fice. “What do we
care if the traitors
go where they have
faced many cases?
They have betrayed
us at a time when
they should have
supported and held
the party in defeat,”
he said. Women’s
wing leader P. Va-
laramathi says, “The
AIADMK has sur-
vived many trials.
As traitors are leav-
ing, the party is be-
coming pure.” “The
new executives have
started working with
enthusiasm,” he
said. The meeting
was attended by par-
ty chairman Tamil
Magan Hussain and
treasurer  Dindigul
Srinivasan.

Thiru P. Venkataramanan, the Hon’ble Minister for Food and Civil Supplies, inaugu-
rated a free eye screening camp for school students, teachers, and parents—organized by
Dr. Agarwal’s Eye Hospital at the Government Higher Secondary School in Ward 123, Tey-
nampet (Mylapore constituency, Chennai) to mark the 52nd birthday of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu—and interacted with the students.

cial assistance from
the Central Govern-
ment should continue
to cover the salary
and administrative
expenses. The cost
of essential items
should be shared be-
tween the Central and
State  Governments
in the ratio of 75:25.
The proposed cen-
tral-level mechanism
for classifying rural
municipalities  and
distributing state-lev-
el financial alloca-
tions in this scheme,
which  will bring
in a more stream-
lined administrative
management, and a

uniform cost-based
approach across the
country, will allow

state governments to
formulate a separate
mechanism for dis-
tributing funds based
on the local and
field-level needs of
the respective state.

The Act requires the
State Government to
declare a period of 60
days in each finan-
cial year, including
the main sowing and
harvesting seasons,
as permanent. It
would make it man-
datory to temporarily
suspend work during
that period. The Dis-
trict Magistrates
would be empowered
to declare a period of
60 days as permanent
in case of unforeseen
circumstances  like
‘El Nifio’. The inclu-
sion of state housing
schemes under the
VP-Jiramji Act will
significantly  accel-
erate the achieve-
ment of these welfare
scheme goals and en-
sure housing for all.
Each of the Central,
State or Local Gov-
ernment Schemes
will have to be no-
tified separately by

the Central Govern-
ment. It would be
most beneficial to
give the State Gov-
ernments the power
to consolidate the
schemes and give
notification and ap-
proval. This project
should continue to
be implemented in
the name of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, in a
manner that honors
his dignity. Tam-
il Nadu has been a
national leader in
implementing  ru-
ral employment
schemes. With these
major changes, the
scheme can be im-
plemented in a more
targeted manner,
benefiting the rural
masses and with a
strong focus on ru-
ral development.
These proposals
will be considered,
the Chief Minister
said in the letter

100 percent finan-
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The Honorable Minister for Forests, Thiru R.V. Ranjithkumar, inaugurated the use of
250 modern weapons procured under the Tamil Nadu Forest Force Modernization Scheme
today and flagged off new security patrol vehicles for frontline forest staff.

Communist leaders meet with Chief Minister despite
Thaweka not participating in meeting of allled parties

Chennai

Leaders of
communist  parties
met Chief Minis-
ter Vijay, despite
not participating in
the meeting of al-
lied parties hosted
by the Tevaga. The
consultative  meet-
ing of allied parties
was held in Kova-
lam yesterday under
the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Vijay.
Although leaders of
allied parties were in-
vited to the meeting,
the communist par-
ties did not partici-
pate. In this situation,
Marxist Commu-
nist State Secretary
P. Shanmugam and
Communist Party of
India State Secretary
M. Veerapandian met
Chief Minister Vi-
jay at the Secretariat
yesterday morning.
They later told re-
porters: M. Veera-
pandian: We present-
ed various demands
to Chief Minister
Vijay, such as job se-
curity for sanitation
workers and work-
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ers from other states
working on a con-
tract basis. The Com-
munist Party of India
and the Communist
Party of India-Marx-
ist did not participate
in the meeting of the
TDP’s allied parties.
We are not part of
the government. We
are not in the alliance
with the ally party ei-
ther. We are support-
ing it from outside
for political reasons
so that the people’s
power should not be
passed on to the Gov-
ernor. We met the
Chief Minister only
so that we would not
spoil the good atmo-
sphere there when

we had a tea party
for the ally parties.
P. Shanmugam: We
have already openly
announced that we
have external support
for the formation
of this government
and that that support
will continue. There
will be no problem
with that. We don’t
see it as strengthen-
ing the government
if it participates in
the tea party, other-
wise it weakens it.
There are reports that
a new alliance is be-
ing formed under the
leadership of Thawe-
ka. Neither the Chief
Minister nor the min-
isters have spoken to

us about thiéﬁ'. It is
not appropriate for
DMK leader M.K.
Stalin to say that
this government will
soon fall. No such
situation has arisen
in Tamil Nadu. The
Chief Minister has
said that the budget
may be presented
by the end of this
month. This is what
they said. Ministers
N. Anand, Adhav
Arjuna, Communist
Party of India State
Deputy Secretary N.
Periyasamy, and for-
mer Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist)
State Secretary K.
Balakrishnan were
present at the event.
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District Collector Durgamurthy, IAS,
Launches UB- EIIAM G nwareness Ilrwe

Dindigul

An  aware-
ness meeting regard-
ing the key features
and benefits of the
‘Viksit Bharat — Ru-
ral Employment and
Livelihood Guaran-
tee Scheme’ (VB-
GRAM G) was held
at Thattarapatti Pan-
chayat in Vedasandur
Panchayat Union,
Dindigul District, on
01.07.2026, in the
presence of Mrs. S.
Gangadharani, Proj-
ect Director of the
District Rural De-
velopment  Agency.
Speaking on this oc-
casion, the District
Collector stated: The
Viksit Bharat — Ru-
ral Employment and
Livelihood Guarantee
Scheme’ (VB-GRAM
G) has officially come
into effect today
across the country,
replacing the Mabhat-
ma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee  Scheme.
To facilitate the seam-
less transition of rural
beneficiaries from the
old scheme to the new
one and to highlight
the additional benefits
of the new scheme,
the Dindigul district
administration has
launched  intensive
Information, Educa-
tion, and Communi-
cation (IEC) aware-
ness campaigns in all
village  panchayats

starting today. The
primary objective of
this awareness drive
is to ensure that every
rural family clearly
understands the new
rights available to
them under the “VB-
GRAM G’ Act, which
has been formulated
with a focus on rural
populations.  Unlike
the previous 100-day
work limit, the “VB-
GRAM G’ scheme
legally guarantees
125 days of wage em-
ployment per finan-
cial year to eligible
rural families. Fur-
thermore, a dedicated
Standard  Operating
Procedure (SOP) will
be formulated under
this scheme for bene-
ficiaries such as wom-
en, the elderly, per-
sons with disabilities,
and transgender indi-
viduals. To foster the
development of vil-
lage panchayats, ap-
proval has been grant-
ed to undertake 318
types of works across
categories including
water conservation,
basic rural infrastruc-
ture, rural livelihoods,

and disaster manage-
ment. Accordingly, an
awareness meeting re-
garding the scheme’s
operations was held
today in areas falling
under the Vedasandur
Panchayat Union, in
the presence of the
Project Director of
the District Rural
Development Agen-
cy. District Collector
Durgamurthy, IAS,
stated that depart-
mental measures have
been initiated to con-
duct similar aware-
ness meetings about
the scheme across
all rural areas of the
district. Officials
from the relevant de-
partments participat-
ed in the awareness
meeting held at That-
tarapatti  Panchayat,
including  Assistant
Project Officer (Wag-
es & Employment)
Prakash, Vedasandur
Block Development
Officers  Karpagam
(Village Panchayat)
and Kumaran (Block
Panchayat), and Ve-
dasandur Panchayat
Union Assistant Engi-
neer Balan.

Palani Arulmigu Koonakkali Amman Temple
Festival: Procession Featuring Over 200 Mula|ppar|sI

Palani

The festi-
val at the renowned
Arulmigu Koonak-
kali Amman Temple,
located on Kacheri
Pudhu Street in Pal-
ani, Dindigul dis-
trict, is currently be-
ing celebrated with
great grandeur. The
Mulaippari  proces-
sion—considered
a highlight of the
festival’s second
day—was conducted
magnificently. Mr.
Palanivel, propri-
etor of Palani Sid-
dhanathan & Sons,
formally inaugurat-
ed the procession,
which commenced
from the temple

f)rémlses More than
200 participants, in-
cluding women and
children, carried
the  *Mulaipparis*
(sprouted grain pots)
with deep devotion.
Accompanied by the
sounds of tradition-
al drums and mu-
sic, and punctuated
by spectacular fire-
works, the proces-
sion wound its way
through the town’s

el \ ¢ ol

main streets before
finally returning to
the temple complex.
A large number of
devotees, youth, and
members of the pub-
lic gathered to wit-
ness this captivating
procession and offer
prayers to the deity.
The temple adminis-
trators and local res-
idents had made ex-
cellent arrangements
for the festival.

Tenkasi, July 2
Aadivelu,
previously serving
at the Alangulam
police station, has
assumed charge
as the Inspector of
the Puliyangudi
police station (part
of the Puliyangu-
di sub-division in
Tenkasi district). It
is noteworthy that
he had previously
served as the In-
spector in Puliyan-
gudi. Following
Aadivelu’s transfer
from Alangulam to
Puliyangudi, Sahul
Hameed took over
as the Inspector
at the Alangulam
station.  Aadivelu
has a distinguished
service record in
the region; he be-
gan his career as a
Sub-Inspector  in

!
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Puliyarai and sub-
sequently  served
as an Inspector in
areas including
Tenkasi, Puliyan-
gudi, Kadayanal-
lur, Sendamaram,
as well as in the
Ramanathapuram
and Sivaganga dis-
tricts  (specifically
Kalayarkoil). He
was previously ap-
pointed as a Special
Inspector to appre-
hend the gang re-
sponsible for a bur-
glary at the home

of a private school
owner in Adaikka-
lapattanam  (near
Alangulam);  fol-
lowing that assign-
ment, he has now
assumed the role of
Inspector at the Pu-
liyangudi  station.
As he takes charge
of the Puliyangudi
station for the sec-
ond time, he is re-
ceiving congratula-
tions from political
figures, social ac-
tivists, journalists,
and friends.

Reading is the Foundation for Success

Advice from Devakottai Treasury Officer Karunanidhi

[ Tl T cﬁ J@g@wwm

Devakottai, July

A prize distri-
bution ceremony was
held at the Chairman
Manickavasagam
Middle School in De-
vakottai, Sivaganga
district, to honor stu-
dents who had read
books and provided

excellent feedback
during the summer
vacation. School

teacher Vinodha de-
livered the welcome
address, and Head-
master Le. Chocka-
lingam presided over
the event. Devakottai
Sub-Treasury Officer
Karunanidhi attended
as the special guest;
he presented prizes
to the students who
excelled in reading
and commended their
efforts. Speaking on
the occasion, he said:
“It is important not
only to read a book
but also to reflect on
and record what we
have learned from it.
Reading helps make
productive use of
time while enhancing
memory, communi-
cation skills, critical
thinking, and gener-
al knowledge. Good
books help shape a
person’s  character.
Achievers across var-
ious fields worldwide
have reached great
heights largely be-

»)QI

the habit of reading.
Therefore, students
should make read-
ing an integral part
of their lives. One
should also cultivate
the habit of shar-
ing the ideas gained
through reading with
others. This practice
boosts self-confi-
dence, language profi-
ciency, and the ability
to express oneself ef-
fectively. In addition
to books, one should
read newspapers dai-
ly. Reading both Tam-
il and English news-
papers, in particular,
improves  language
skills  and raises
awareness of current
affairs.  Knowledge
of current events is
crucial for success in
competitive  exam-
inations. Even if one
does not succeed in a
particular exam, one
should not lose heart;
there are many more
opportunities ahead.
Success is certain if
one persists in their
efforts. Life offers
abundant opportuni-
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cause they cultivated

ties. If one opportu-
nity is missed, one
must seize the next
one with determina-
tion. One must dream
big and work steadily
towards a goal to turn
that dream into reali-
ty. Continuous learn-
ing and reading have
played a pivotal role
in my current position
as a Treasury Officer.
My father was a re-
tired teacher; the mo-
ment I signed his pen-
sion documents as an
official remains one
of the proudest and
most  unforgettable
moments of my life.”
He delivered this in-
spiring address to the
students. Subsequent-
ly, students who had
read books during the
summer holidays and
provided  excellent
written reflections
were honored with
prizes. Parents and
teachers commended
the school’s initiative
to encourage reading
habits among the stu-
dents. Finally, Teach-
er Sridhar delivered
the vote of thanks.

Protest for temple worship rights near Thiruchuli

Former CPI(M) MLA Balabharathi arrested

Vlmdhunagar

A continuous
protest was planned
for today in Thoppa-
lakkarai village, near
Thiruchuli in Virud-
hunagar district, de-
manding permission
for people from all
sections of society
to worship at the lo-

cal temple without
discrimination.  Bal-
abharathi, a senior

leader of the Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist) and a for-
mer Member of the
Legislative Assembly

n(MLAi, arriVéd at the

village to support and
participate in this pro-
test. However, the po-
lice stopped her at the
village outskirts, pre-
venting her entry, and
arrested her following
a heated argument. As
the incident caused a
stir in the area, the po-
lice issued stern warn-
ings to the villagers to
abandon the protest.
Nevertheless, remain-
ing steadfast in their
resolve not to back
down until their le-
gitimate right was se-

cured, the villagers de-
fied the police warning
and staged a sudden
road blockade protest.
With traffic brought to
a standstill and a tense
atmosphere prevailing,
the police arrested all
the protesting villagers
and detained them in
a private wedding hall
in Mandakasalai. Fol-
lowing this incident,
heavy police security
has been deployed in
Thoppalakkarai  and
surrounding areas, and
a state of high tension
persists.

Road Roko in Oddanchatram
Differently-Abled Association

Oddanchatram

A road block-
ade protest was held
in Oddanchatram
by the ‘Tamil Nadu
Association for the
Rights of All Types
of Differently-Abled

and Caregivers’ to
condemn the Cen-
tral Government.

Led by J. Sivakumar,
the Union Secretary
of the association, a
protest involving a
road blockade, the
burning of a copy of
the legislation, and
the wearing of black
badges took place
near the Oddancha-
tram railway station
in Dindigul district.
Union President Dan-
dapani and Treasurer
Shanmugaraj  were
also present as partic-

ipants condemned the
Central Government,
wore black badg-
es, tore up copies of
the legislation, and
staged the blockade.
Over a hundred peo-
ple participated in the
protest, raising slo-
gans to press for var-
ious demands, includ-
ing: Not renaming
the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme to the ‘V.P.G.
Ramji Rural Employ-
ment Scheme’; Not
depriving  different-
ly-abled persons of

ernployént oppor-

tunities through bio-
metric requirements

like iris and finger-
print scanning; Not
imposing a finan-
cial burden on states

District Collector Mrs.
inaugurated a Foot-and-Mouth

Alex, I.A.S.,

P.S. Leela

Disease vaccination camp for livestock to-
day (01.07.2026) at Somanathapuram vil-
lage, Melpadi Panchayat, Katpadi Panchayat
Union, Vellore District, under the National
Animal Disease Control Programme (NAD-
CP). Katpadi Union Council President Mr. V.
Velmurugan, Zonal Joint Director (Animal
Husbandry) (In-charge) Dr. Anthuvan, Assis-
tant Directors Dr. S. Raghu and Dr. T. Rajave-
lu, and Melpadi Panchayat Council President
Mr. Nithyanantham, among others, partici-

pated in the camp.

At a special Gram Sabha meeting
for adolescent girls held today (01.07.2026)
at Vallimalai Panchayat, Katpadi Panchayat
Union, Vellore District, District Collector Mrs.
P.S. Leela Alex, I.A.S., presented certificates
of appreciation to students who excelled
in various competitions—such as speech
and essay contests—focused on women’s
safety, held at the Vallimalai Government
Higher Secondary School. The meeting was
attended by several officials and dignitaries,
including Mr. V. Velmurugan (Katpadi Union
Council Chairman), Mrs. R. Premalatha (Dis-
trict Chief Educational Officer), Mrs. R. Uma
(District Social Welfare Officer), Dr. Renuka
(District Maternal Health Officer), Mr. K. Ash-
win Prasad (District Child Protection Officer),
Mrs. P. Sujatha (Child Development Project
Officer, Katpadi), Mr. M. Kamaraj (Lawyer,
District Legal Services Authority), Mrs. Surya
(Sub-Inspector, ‘Singappen’ Task Force), Mr.
N. Prakash (Assistant Director, Panchayats),
Mrs. S. Selvi (Block Development Officer),
Mrs. S. Vasuki (Panchayat Council President),
and Mr. K. Saravanan (Panchayat Council

Secretary).

Snecial Public Grievance
Redressal Gamp at SP Office
. ‘ !
|

- @
Dindigul

Under the or-
ders of Tamil Nadu
Director General of
Police (DGP) Mahesh
Kumar Aggarwal, A
special public griev-
ance redressal camp
is being held at the
office of the Dindigul
District  Superinten-
dent of Police (SP),
presided over by

District SP Jayaku-
mar. Police officials
stated that immediate
action would be tak-
en if members of the
public submit their
grievances via peti-
tions at this special
camp. This special
public grievance re-
dressal camp is being
conducted from 11:00
AM to 1:00 PM.

District Revenue Officer Mrs. S. Mad-
huranthagi paid final respects to the mortal
remains of the late ‘Vaanambadi’ poet Puvi-
yarasu on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Govern-

ment.

by reducing Central
Government funding
for the 100-day em-
ployment scheme;
Providing the full 100
days of work with-
out discrimination to
all holders of differ-
ently-abled identity
cards; and Providing
employment to every-
one who applies for
the 100-day scheme.
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Controversy over Hindi song

from actress Aishwarya Rai’s
filmin ndlslla s 5tn grade texthook

Bhubaneswar

The inclusion
of a song from a Hin-
di film starring actress
Aishwarya Rai in the
Class 5 textbook of
Odisha has sparked
controversy. The in-
clusion of a film song
in the school textbook
has sparked strong
criticism. The gov-
ernment  textbooks
for Class 5 students
in Odisha were re-
cently released. In
this situation, a song
from the 1999 film
“"Hum Dil Te Suke
Sanam” starring ac-
tress Aishwarya Rai
was included in the
textbook. This has led
to strong criticism on
social media. Many
people, including ed-
ucators, have been
raising questions
about how a film
song can be included
in the textbook used
by school students.
It is a mystery as to
how this song, which
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begins with ‘Nimbu-
da Nimbuda’, ended
up in the textbook.
Therefore, an inves-
tigation is underway
to determine wheth-
er the missing pages
were added by mis-
take while compiling
the textbook. This is
a very popular song,
a national song of
Rajasthan. This song
‘Nimbuda  Nimbu-
da’ is sung as such
in the songbook. It
is believed that this
huge mistake may
have occurred due to
a major carelessness
in the publication of
the song. Meanwhile,
more than 1,600 er-
rors were found in
the textbooks of the
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Odisha State Counc11
of Educational Re-
search and Training
(SCERT). Following
this, these books were
subjected to intensive
scrutiny. In partic-
ular, the textbooks
of Class 8 contained
the highest number
of errors, with 705
errors. Odisha State
School and Human
Resource Education
Minister Nityananda
Gond announced that
the textbooks will be
revised and distribut-
ed to students. Odi-
sha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
announced that an in-
quiry committee has
been formed in this
regard.

Delhi High Court refuses to lift interim
stay in llayaraja- Sarlgama copyright case

New Delhi

The Delhi
High Court has re-
fused to lift the inter-
im ban imposed on
Ilaya Raja on using
the songs of Sarigama
Niruvana in the Ka-
purimai  Vivakaara.
In this regard, the
Sarigama Foundation
filed a petition, stat-
ing that “when they
have copyrights for
134 film songs in-

cluding  Annakkili,
16 Vayathinile, Ka-
vikkuyil, Muklum

Malarum, Ra}‘aparvai,
Netrikan, and Kaly-
anaraman, llayaraja’s
use of them is an act
of violation of copy-
right.” Hearing this
petition, Delhi High
Court Justice Tushar

Rao Ketilla imposed
an interim ban on mu-
sic composer Ilayara-
ja on February 16th
from using film songs
released on behalf of
the Sarigama Foun-
dation. Subsequently,
music composer Ila-
yaraaja  approached
the Delhi High Court
seeking lifting of the
interim ban. Hearing
the petition, Delhi
High Court Justice
Tushar Rao Ketilla
refused to lift the in-
terim ban.

Ayodhya

The Special
Investigation = Team
investigating the Ram
Temple donation
scam has arrested 8
people. Among them
are Lavkush Mishra
and Anukalp Mishra,
who are brothers-in-
law. The two of them
worked together to
steal a huge amount
of money from do-
nations and amassed
properties in several
places. The ordinary
employees suddenly
bought new vehicles.
The Ayodhya police
have taken the help of
the Income Tax De-
partment to examine
their money trans-
actions and assets.
During the interroga-
tion of the eight ar-
rested persons, it was
revealed that during
the Kumbh Mela last
year, a large number
of offerings and dona-

tions were made to the
Ram temple, and that

temple employees
and bank employees,
with the help of them,
took a lot of money.
The task of counting
the temple offerings
was entrusted to the
State Bank of India.
They appointed a
private firm for this.
A team of 14 people
counted the donations
made by devotees in
the four panchayats of
the Ram Temple. Of
these, 11 are bank em-
ployees and 3 are em-
ployees of the Ram
Temple Trust. One of
the arrested accused,
Avinash Shukla, kept

pands.

yoga centre owned by
his brother Abhishek
in Kaushalpuri. Police
conducted a raid there
and seized Rs. 89 lakh
hidden in four boxes.
Cash was also seized
during a raid at the
house of Dinu Yadav,
driver of Ram Temple
Trust general secre-
tary Sampath Roy.
15-day extension The
UP government has
granted a 15-day ex-
tension to the Special
Investigation  Team
(SIT) as the investi-
gation into the Ram
Temple donation and
donation scam ex-

"M GUMo Mfusrmash

A massive protest demonstration was held by the Dindigul
East District unit of TMMK to condemn the verdict delivered by Jus-
tice G.R. Swaminathan, which denied reservation benefits to back-
ward-class individuals who have embraced Islam.

Case registered against 20 members of
Kannada organization for damaging

Hindi nameplate in Bengaluru

Bengaluru

A case has
been registered
against 20 people in
connection with the
vandalism of a Hindi
nameplate in Benga-
luru. The nameplate
of the Bharat Elec-
tronics Corporation,
a central govern-
ment-owned compa-
ny in Bengaluru, was
inscribed in Hindi on
a square in the city.
The Kannada Rak-
shana Vedike, who
protested against
this, last week sub-
mitted a request to
the B.E.L. manage-
ment to remove the
nameplate. After the
B.E.L. company re-

jected the request,
more than 20 people
from the Kannada
Rakshan Vedike or-
ganization went to
the place yesterday
and broke the Hindi
name board. They
also raised slogans
against the imposi-
tion of Hindi and the
central government.
Meanwhile, Ben-
galuru City Police

Commissioner See-
mant Kumar Singh
has directed the Vid-
yaranyapura police
to register a case
against the Kannada
activists who broke
the Hindi nameplate.
Following this, the
police have regis-
tered a case against
20 people from the
Kannada  Rakshan
Vedike Association.

New Delhi

The CBI
has registered a case
and is investigating
a gang involved in
manufacturing  and
selling fake medi-
cines in Puducherry.
In this case, a busi-
nessman from
Puducherry named N.
Raja has been brought
into the CBI ring as
a key point. To es-
cape the CBI inves-
tigation against him,
businessman Raja
has approached Delhi
Police Crime Branch
Inspector Pradeep
Singh. Pradeep Singh
has assured him that
he will successful-
ly conclude the case
through senior offi-
cials he knows. Sub-
sequently, when he

met in person, CBI
IPS officer Deepak
Gehlawat demanded
a bribe of Rs. 3 crore
from businessman
Raja, claiming that he
would use his person-
al influence to obtain
a favorable outcome
in the investigation.
In the first phase,
businessman Raja
prepared Rs. 1 crore
through hawala mon-
ey transfer system
and gave it to Inspec-
tor Pradeep Singh.
Out of this, Rs. 50
lakh was given to IPS
officer Deepak Kehla-
wat through an inter-
mediary by Pradeep
Singh. CBI officials,
who got information
about this, arrested 5
people including the
IPS officer.

Chief Minister Vijay holds talks with allied parties
New alhance emerges under Thaweka leadership

Chennai

Chief Minis-
ter Vijay held a meet-
ing with the coalition
parties supporting
the Thaweka govern-
ment at the Taniyar
Natchathira Hotel in
Kovalam, near Chen-

nai, yesterday. On
the Teva side, top
officials including

Ministers N. Anand,
Adhav Arjuna and
Nirmal Kumar par-
ticipated. On behalf
of the alliance parties,
Tamil Nadu Congress
President Manickam
Thakur, VVIP Pres-
ident  Thirumavala-
van, MDMK General
Secretary Vaiko and
IUML President Kad-
er Moideen partici-
pated. Also present

were MPs P. Chid-
ambaram, Praveen
Gandhi, Jyotimani,

Robert Bruce, Durai
Vaiko, Nawaz Gani,
ministers  Viswana-

than, Rajesh Kumar,
Vanniyarasu, Shah-
jahan, IUML general
secretary Mohammed
Abubakkar, VKC
deputy general sec-
retary Chintanai Sel-
van and many other
executives. Commu-
nist parties did not
participate in  this
meeting. The consul-
tation meeting will be
held from 4 pm to 5
pm. At that time, the
pro-Tawaka  parties
should be formed into
a formal coalition.

The leaders stressed

that a name should be
given to this coalition
and a coordination
committee should be
appointed for it. It
was also discussed
that coordination
committees should be
formed in all districts
to establish harmony
at the grassroots level
among the coalition
parties. Furthermore,
the alliance discussed
working together to
ensure victory in the
upcoming local elec-

tions

nd by-elec-
tions. Chief Minister
Vijay then consulted
the leaders about the
name he has cho-
sen as his partner.
He also said that the
Thaweka-led  gov-
ernment will be com-
mitted to the policy
of secularism. Vijay
assured that there
will be no compro-
mise in continuing
to provide a trans-
parent  government
free from bribery and
corruption. After the

meeting, Tamil Nadu
Congress President
Manickam Thakur,
on behalf of the co-
alition parties, said:
A coordination com-
mittee will be formed
to specifically guide
the alliance. A com-
mon action plan will
be formulated for the
alliance. Discussions
were held on nam-
ing the alliance. In
the next meeting to
be held very soon, fi-
nal decisions will be
taken on the above
three issues. The
name of the alliance
will be announced
as soon as possible.
He said this. Speak-
ing at the gathering,
Chief Minister Vijay
said, “They say the
Thaweka govern-
ment will not last
even for 2 months
or 6 months. But this
government will last
for 5 years.”

Madurai

The High
Court has ordered
that those selected
for the post of vil-
lage assistant do not
have to be residents
of the same wvil-
lage. It is sufficient
for them to be from
that taluka. A peti-
tion was filed by one
Vellaiyappan in the
Madurai Session of
the High Court seek-
ing to quash the noti-
fication issued by the
Natham Taluk Offi-
cer on 9.5.2022 re-
garding the filling of
vacant posts of Vil-
lage Assistant in var-
ious villages in Din-
digul district and to
cancel the appoint-
ment order issued to
Subbaraj. The order
issued by Justice
Mumminiyeni Sud-
hirkumar on the pe-
tition: The petitioner
has participated in
the recruitment pro-
cess for the post of
Village  Assistant.
He was not select-
ed. Subsequently,
he has filed a case
against the selection
notification.  After
participating in the
recruitment process
based on the recruit-
ment notification, a

case cannot be filed
against that notifica-
tion and the condi-
tions. The petitioner
has stated that the
person selected as
the Village Assistant
in Chellappanayak-
kanpatti is not from
that wvillage. The
person selected for
the post of Village
Assistant should be
from the same vil-
lage. Therefore, he
is not eligible for the
post of Village As-
sistant and only if no
suitable candidate is
available in the par-
ticular village, peo-
ple from neighbor-
ing villages can be
appointed. The Rev-
enue Department
has issued a govern-
ment order in this re-
gard on 17.06.1998.
In that government
order, it is stated that
the person appointed
to the post of Village
Assistant should be
a resident of the vil-
lage to which he is
appointed or, if there
is no eligible appli-
cant in that village, a
resident of a nearby
village. In the same
Government Order
issuedon 19.10.2015
by the Revenue De-
partment, it is stat-

ed that the person
selected for the post
of Village Assistant
should belong to
the same taluk. The
condition of being a
resident of the same
village mentioned in
the previous Gov-
ernment Order has
been amended and
removed in the sec-
ond Government
Order. Therefore,
the petitioner’s ar-
gument that a person
from the same vil-
lage was not selected
as Village Assistant
cannot be accepted.
Another argument
is that the petitioner
is a differently abled
person and that res-
ervation has not been
given to that catego-
ry. This cannot be
accepted. The post
filled is for the most
backward  classes.
The person who has
been selected now
belongs to the same
category. Therefore,
there is no reason
to interfere with the
appointment of the
3rd respondent as
the village assistant
of Chellappanayak-
kanpatti village. The
judge said in the or-
der that the petition
is dismissed.

ARIES

TAURUS

TODAY
RASIPALAN

A

A positive day with good opportunities.
Your confidence will help you achieve success.
Pay attention to your health and stay calm.

Financial gains are possible today.
Your hard work will bring good results.
Spend time with family and enjoy the moments.

GEMINI
CANCER
LEO
VIRGO
LIBRA
SCORPIO
SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

gg'% AQUARIUS

g PISCES

Communication will be the key to success.
New opportunities may come your way.
Avoid unnecessary stress and stay focused.

A day for emotional balance and peace.
You may receive good news from family.
Trust your intuition in important matters.

Your leadership skills will be noticed today.
Good time for career growth and recognition.
Be generous and help those in need.

Focus on your goals and stay organized.
A disciplined approach will bring success.
Take care of your health and avoid overthinking.

Harmony in r ips will bring
Good time for ing and making di
Financial situation looks stable.

You may evercome an old challenge today.
Stay patient and trust the timing.
Positive changes are on the way.

A favorable day for learning and travel.
New experiences will bring joy and growth.
Stay optimistic and keep moving forward.

Hard work will bring long-term benefits.
You may receive appreciation from others.
Avoid risky decisions and stay practical.

Creative ideas will help you stand out.
Good day for teamwork and social connections.
Keep your emotions balanced.

Trust your inner wisdom and follow your heart.
A peaceful day with chances for spiritual growth.
Good news may come from unexpected places.
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Vellore District Collector Mrs. P.S.

Leela Alex,

LLA.S.,

inspected the new Box

Cricket center (turf) currently under con-
struction at the District Sports Stadium in
Katpadi today (01.07.2026). District Sports
Officer Dr. V. Sethurajan, Katpadi Tahsildar
Mrs. Maheswari, and others accompanied
her during the inspection.
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Cooperation with India has
hecome IIIBI'E&ISIII!IW important

Tokyo

Amidst the
uncertainty at the
international level,

cooperation with In-
dia has become in-
creasingly important,
said Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe,
who is visiting India.
Speaking to reporters
in Tokyo ahead of his
visit to India, Takaic-
hi said, “As the inter-
national environment
becomes increasing-
ly uncertain, coop-
eration with India,
which shares core
values and the ben-
efits of friendship, is
becoming increasing-
ly important. I plan
to pursue solid co-
operation with Prime
Minister Modi, tak-
ing into account the
current international
situation.” My visit
will focus on three

aspects: strengthen-
ing Japan-India re-
lations,  promoting

cooperation in eco-
nomic security, and
fostering cooperation
between companies
from both countries
towards investment
and innovation. As
part of this visit, we
plan to host a Ja-
pan-India Econom-
ic Forum with the
participation of over
150 members of the
Japanese  business
community. We plan
to broaden the scope

of Japan-India coop-
eration and build a
stronger economy by
bringing together the
public and private
sectors. India, one
of Asia’s leading de-
mocracies, shares Ja-
pan’s responsibility
for peace and stabili-
ty in the Indo-Pacific
region. In that regard,
I plan to discuss with
Prime Minister Modi
efforts to realize the
vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific,
a partnership that
includes Japan, the
United States, Aus-
tralia, and India.
“Since this visit is be-
ing undertaken at the
invitation of Prime
Minister Modi, I see
it as an opportunity to
further strengthen the
relationship based on
personal trust with
him,” he said.

US Supreme Court rejects Trump's
order to end birthright citizenship

Washington
The US Su-
Court  has
rejected

preme
abruptly
President Donald
Trump’s  executive
order seeking to re-
strict the automatic
birthright citizenship
granted to children
born on US soil. Un-
der the 14th Amend-
ment to the U.S.
Constitution,  most
children born on U.S.
soil have been auto-
matically granted cit-
izenship since 1868.
President Trump
has issued an execu-
tive order seeking to
change this practice.
Trump has criticized

the current citizen-
ship policy as a dis-
grace. Similarly, US
Vice President J.D.
Vance had previously
called it the most stu-
pid immigration poli-
cy in the world. Amid
strong legal opposi-
tion, a case was filed
in the Supreme Court
and was heard. At the
time, the Trump ad-
ministration argued
to the Supreme Court

that the long-stand-
ing interpretation of
the 14th Amendment
was incorrect. Don-
ald Trump’s side ar-
gued that children
born to non-citizens
did not come with-
in the jurisdiction of
the United States and
therefore did not au-
tomatically have the
right to citizenship.
However, the Su-
preme Court rejected
the Trump adminis-
tration’s  argument
and ruled by a 6-3
majority that birth-
right citizenship is
granted to all people
born on American
soil.

New Delhi
The An-
ti-Money Laun-

dering and Count-
er-Terrorism
Financing (AML/

CTF) organization |

is operating in the
French capital,
Paris. The Finan-
cial Action Task
Force (FATF) of
the watchdog is
scheduled to meet
in October. It will
decide whether to
add countries that
support extremism
to the ‘Grey List’
and then exempt
countries from this

hst based on
performance. Pa-
kistan, which has
been promoting
extremism, was al-
ready in the grey
zone. However,
Pakistan was re-
moved from the
‘grey zone’ in Oc-
tober 2022. In this
situation, India is

trying

Ministry of External Affairs
i Dl g

Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan
23-D Janpath New Delhi

bring Pa-
kistan back into
the ‘grey zone’.
Accordingly, India
plans to present
videos and other
evidence of Paki-
stan’s continued
support for terrorist
organizations at the
FATF meeting to
be held in October.

US Plans to Operate Supersonic
Rircratt: Lifting a 93-Year-0ld Ban

Washington

The  United
States has decided to
lift a 53-year-old ban
on the operation of
supersonic aircraft—
planes capable
flying faster than the
speed of sound (Mach
1, or 1,234 km/h).
However, the noise
generated by such air-
craft during takeoff
and landing can cause
significant issues. The
resulting sonic vibra-
tions can shatter win-
dowpanes and pose
a risk of structural
damage to buildings.
Consequently, the US
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration  (FAA)
imposed a ban on

of [

supersonic aircraft in
1973. With techno-
logical advancements,
NASA recently suc-
cessfully tested the
X-59 aircraft, which
is capable of super-
sonic flight. A key
feature of this aircraft
is its ability to fly at
high speeds without
generating excessive
noise or shockwaves.
Following this devel-
opment, the FAA has
decided to relax the

53-year-old ban and
instead implement
noise limits. The FAA
also plans to intro-
duce another regu-
lation later this year
regarding the takeoff
and landing of super-
sonic aircraft. Both
rules are expected to
be finalized by mid-
2027. Most current
passenger aircraft fly
at speeds of approx-
imately 900 km/h
(Mach 0.85).

Modi is like me he can't sleep
Us I'resulant Trumll praises

Washington

US Ambas-
sador to India Sergio
Gore said that US
President Trump has
praised Prime Minis-
ter Modi, saying that
he will never be dis-
appointed if he is like
him. The US-India
Strategic Partnership
Summit was held in
Washington. Speak-
ing at the event, US
Ambassador to India

Sergio Corre said:
Two months ago,
I was participating

in an event in Mi-
ami with President
Trump. At that time,
he immediately called
me and asked me to
call Prime Minister
Modi. I hesitated a bit
and said that it was 6

am in India. To this,
President Trump said,
Prime Minister Modi
never sleeps. He is
like me. He would
have gotten out of bed
at any time, he said.
This incident shows
the special bond
between President
Trump and Modi. We
have meetings with
some leaders because
they do not give the
same respect that he
gives to Prime Min-

ister Modi. The next
two years will be
crucial in shaping the
future of the US-In-
dia relationship. The
next two years will
set the course for this
relationship for de-
cades to come. The
two governments are
focused on deliver-
ing concrete results
in areas such as trade,
investment, security
and technology, he
said.

105th Anniversary of the
GCommunist Pﬂl‘W of China

Beijing

President Xi
Jinping attended the
event marking the
105th anniversary of
the ruling Commu-
nist Party in Beijing,
China. President Xi,
currently in his 14th
year of leadership,
noted that China has
achieved in just a few

decades what wealthy
nations took centuries

to accomplish. “The
world has entered a
new era of turbulence
and transformation,
placing humanity at
a critical juncture. I
urge the advancement
of a new type of inter-
national relations that
fosters global peace
and development,” he
said.

Exchange of Prisoner Lists
Between |II[|Ia and Pill(lSlall

Islamabad
The Ministry
of External Affairs

has announced that °

India and Pakistan W

have exchanged lists
of prisoners held
in their respective
custody. Under the
Agreement on Con-
sular Access signed
between India and
Pakistan on May 1,
2008, both nations
are required to ex-
change lists of pris-
oners held in their
jails on January 1
and July 1 of each
year.In  accordance
with this agreement,
both countries have
exchanged their pris-
oner lists. A state-

Ministry of External Affairs
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ment 1ssued by the
Ministry of External
Affairs notes that the
Government of Pa-
kistan handed over
a list to the Indian
High  Commission
containing the de-
tails of 250 Indian
prisoners—compris-
ing 52 civilians and
198 fishermen—held
in Pakistan. Simul-
taneously, the Gov-
ernment of India

L RN, o PSR
provided a list of 439

Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan
23-D Janpath New Delhi

prisoners held in Indi-
an jails who are Paki-
stani nationals or be-
lieved to be Pakistani.
Furthermore, the Min-
istry stated that a re-
quest was made to the
Indian government to
release and repatriate
97 Pakistani prisoners
who have completed
their sentences and
whose nationality has
been confirmed.

Nepal Resumes Tea Exports
to India ‘\ﬂﬂl‘ TW(I Month Hiatus

Kathmandu

Nepal has re-
sumed tea exports to
India after a gap of
two months. India is
a major market for tea
produced in Nepal.
On May 1, the Tea
Board of India had
introduced a manda-
tory 100% inspec-
tion requirement for
all tea consignments
arriving from Nepal,
in accordance with
new quality control
regulations. Howev-
er, due to the lack of
international-stan-
dard testing facilities

in Nepal, tea samples
had to be sent to Kol-
kata, West Bengal,
for testing. This re-
sulted in tea-laden
trucks being held up

at the border and ad-
versely affected tea
production in Nepal.
Subsequently, the
Nepalese govern-
ment sought to have
the regulations for
tea exports to India
relaxed. In response,
India reviewed its
policies regarding the
import of Nepalese
tea. As a result, tea
exports from Nepal
to India resumed the
day before yesterday.
This information was
announced by Ne-
pal’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Shishir Khanal.

Eartlmual(e Ileatll Toll Exceeds 1,700

Caracas

The death toll
from the -earthquake
in Venezuela has sur-
passed 1,700. The
number of fatalities
from the twin earth-
quakes that struck the
South American nation
last week has risen to
1,719, with 5,034 peo-
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ple injured. Fears re-
main that the death toll
could climb further, as
more than 46,000 peo-
ple are reported miss-
ing. An analysis by
the US space agency,
NASA, indicates that
approximately 58,870
buildings may have
been damaged.

Footballer Neymar extends
a helping hand to earthquake-hit
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Brazil

Brazilian
footballer =~ Neymar
has donated $250,000
(R2.4 crore) for med-
ical aid and emergen-
cy relief operations in
Venezuela following
the earthquake. More

than 1,400 people
have lost their lives in
the devastating earth-
quake that struck the
country, and thou-
sands of buildings
have been razed to the
ground or severely
damaged.

US Lifts Sanctions on
4 Indian Companies

Washington
The

United
States has lifted the
sanctions previously
imposed on four In-
dian companies for
trading with Russia.
The US had taken

various measures
to exert pressure on
Russia following the
outbreak of the war in
Ukraine in 2022. The
US alleged that Rus-
sia was using pro-
ceeds from the sale
of commodities—in-
cluding crude oil—
to purchase weap-
ons required for the
war. Consequently,
directives were is-
sued against trading
with Russia, and
strict measures were
imposed on nations
that violated these
rules. As part of this,

were levied against
21 Indian entities,
comprising 19 com-
panies and two in-
dividuals. Now, the
US has revoked the
sanctions  imposed
on four of these In-
dian companies. It
is noteworthy that,
following efforts by
the Central Govern-
ment, the sanctions
have been lifted after
two years for the fol-
lowing companies:
Hyderabad-based
RRG  Engineering
Technologies Private
Limited and Lokesh
Machines Limited;
Ahmedabad-based

Galaxy Bearings
Limited; and Del-
hi-based Shaurya
Aeronautics Private
Limited.

Japanese Prime Minister

Tokyo

The interna-
tional political land-
scape remains in-
creasingly uncertain.
Against this back-
drop, the Japanese
Prime Minister has
stated that the rela-
tionship with India
is now more crucial
than ever for Japan.
As a leading democ-
racy in Asia, India
shares a significant
joint  responsibility
with Japan in main-
taining peace within
the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. The Japanese
Prime Minister is
arriving in New Del-
hi this evening for a
three-day wvisit. This
marks his first official
visit to India. Tomor-
row, he is scheduled
to participate in the
16th India-Japan An-
nual Summit along-
side Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The
Prime Minister in-
dicated that his dis-
cussions with Prime
Minister Modi would

focus on three key

priorities: further
strengthening the
strategic partner-
ship between the two
nations,  enhancing
cooperation on eco-
nomic security, and
fostering  collabora-
tion between busi-
ness enterprises to
boost investment and
innovation. These re-
marks, made prior to
his three-day official
state visit to India,
are considered highly
significant. It is note-
worthy that coopera-
tion between the two
nations continues to
strengthen across
various sectors—in-
cluding trade and in-
vestment, economic
security, defense and
military affairs, sci-
ence and technolo-
gy, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people ties—as
the 75th anniversary
of the establishment
of diplomatic rela-
tions between India
and Japan approach-
es.



