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Chennai
	 I will not 
hesitate to remove 
ministers from office 
if they are caught in 
corruption allega-
tions. Chief Minister 
Vijay has strictly in-
structed the cabinet 
meeting that action 
will definitely be tak-
en if anyone is found 
guilty. He has also 
ordered that unnec-
essary inspections 
should not be car-
ried out in schools 
and hospitals. Reels 
should not be re-
leased. The first cab-
inet meeting of the 
TDP government led 
by Chief Minister 
Vijay in Tamil Nadu 
was held on June 5. 
In it, a target was set 
to implement 436 vi-
sionary projects de-

partmentally. After 
that, the Governor 
addressed the Legis-
lative Assembly. Fol-
lowing this, the bud-
get for the current 
financial year 2026-
27 is to be present-
ed in the first week 
of August. Since it 
is the first budget of 
the TDP government, 
there is an expecta-
tion that there will 
be many projects that 
will appeal to the 
people. Meanwhile, 
preparations for the 
budget preparation 
are in full swing. 
In this context, the 
2nd meeting of the 
Tamil Nadu Cabi-
net, chaired by Chief 
Minister Vijay, was 
held at the Chennai 
Secretariat yesterday. 
In this, various as-

pects including new 
industrial invest-
ments, announce-
ments to be included 
in the budget, elec-
tion promises that can 
be fulfilled immedi-
ately, and women’s 
rights were discussed 
in detail. It has also 
been reported that 
some projects have 
been approved. Chief 

Minister Vijay gave 
important instruc-
tions in the meeting 
that lasted for about 
50 minutes. ‘The 
government should 
be a corruption-free 
government. The ad-
ministration should 
be strengthened so 
that there are no com-
plaints of bribery and 
malpractice in all de-

partments. The min-
isters should be firm 
in this and continu-
ously monitor the ac-
tivities of the officers 
working under them. 
Even minor irregu-
larities should not be 
allowed. If any com-
plaints of corruption 
or irregularities are 
received against min-
isters or their depart-

ments, immediate ac-
tion will be taken. If 
irregularities are con-
firmed, I will not hes-
itate to remove the 
minister concerned 
from office. I will not 
look at those who are 
known or unknown. 
Whoever is at fault, 
action will definitely 
be taken. My aim is 
that the government 
should function with 
complete transpar-
ency. Ministers can 
conduct inspections 
in their departments 
and in-charge minis-
ters in districts. At the 
same time, ministers 
should not conduct 
unnecessary inspec-
tions in public plac-
es including schools 
and hospitals. They 
should avoid visiting 
schools in the name 

of inspection and 
posting promotion-
al posts including 
‘reels’ on social me-
dia. Ministers should 
behave responsibly 
and respectfully to-
wards the public 
when visiting dis-
tricts. They should 
not engage in activi-
ties that cause unnec-
essary controversies. 
Ministers, people... 
If I ask who is more 
important, I will say 
that the people are 
more important to 
me. The people have 
trusted me and elect-
ed me and sent me 
here. I have come 
to serve them. You 
should also follow 
me. It is important 
to show it in action. 
We did not come to 
power just to say on 

stage, ‘We will do 
good for the peo-
ple’ and then leave. 
Nothing should be 
in words. It is im-
portant to show it 
in action. Ministers 
should ensure that 
officials do what the 
people need without 
taking bribes. Our 
government should 
be a ‘clean govern-
ment’,” Chief Min-
ister Vijay is said to 
have strictly advised. 
Sources in the Chief 
Secretariat said that 
the Chief Minister 
issued these instruc-
tions in the backdrop 
of controversies that 
arose during the re-
cent inspection of 
some ministers and 
complaints regarding 
some events held in 
schools.

CM warns ministers that they will be stripped of their positions
immediately if they are caught in a corruption scandal
Ban on publishing ‘reels’ to conduct inspections in schools and hospitals

Chennai
	 R e p o r t s 
have emerged that 
the government is 
considering allow-
ing resto bars in ho-
tels in Tamil Nadu, 
like Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala and Karna-
taka. Over 4,000 
TASMAC shops in 
Tamil Nadu generate 
revenue worth crores 
every day. In this 
situation, the new-
ly-elected Thaweka 
government has de-
cided to close 717 
TASMAC shops near 
churches, bus stands 
and places of wor-
ship across Tamil 
Nadu. Subsequently, 
various regulations 
are being imposed 
on TASMAC shops. 
In this situation, it 
has been reported 
that the government 
is considering grant-
ing permission to 
operate resto bars in 

hotels in major cit-
ies of Tamil Nadu, 
like neighboring 
states like Karnataka, 
Kerala and Andhra 
Pradesh. TASMAC 
officials have said 
that this announce-
ment will be made in 
the upcoming budget 
session of the Leg-
islative Assembly. 
Currently, separate 
licenses are not is-
sued to resto bars. A 
senior TASMAC of-
ficial said: In Tamil 
Nadu, FL-1 licenses 
are issued to TAS-
MAC shops, FL-2 
licenses are issued 
to clubs, and FL-3 
licenses are issued to 

star-rated private ho-
tels. In many places, 
some private clubs 
with FL-2 licenses 
have been accused 
of serving alcohol 
along with food to 
the general public, 
even though they are 
only allowed to serve 
alcohol to members. 
This could result in 
a loss of revenue to 
the government. In 
order to regulate this, 
instead of allowing 
such services under 
the Entertainment 
Association license, 
the government is 
planning to issue a 
separate license to 
resto bars. Accord-

ingly, a FLA license 
will have to be ob-
tained to set up resto 
bars. Similarly, there 
are licenses called 
FLAA and FLA. 
Therefore, resto bars 
are operating on be-
half of the Tamil 
Nadu Tourism De-
partment for the con-
venience of tourists. 
Recently, the annual 
special tax for clubs 
with FL-2 licenses in 
Chennai city was in-
creased from Rs. 15 
lakh to Rs. 30 lakh. 
Similarly, there are 
possibilities of im-
posing a tax on new 
resto bar licenses. 
Also, the govern-
ment is considering 
the possibility of 
gradually reducing 
the number of bars 
affiliated to TAS-
MAC outlets and 
promoting licensed 
resto bars instead. 
He said

Tamil Nadu government considering
granting permission to resto bars

Chennai
	 On the occa-
sion of Martyrs’ Day, 
Chief Minister Vijay 
has emphasized that 
we will adopt their 
noble qualities as a 
way of life and create 
a new society with 
humanity and patrio-
tism. Martyrs’ Day is 
observed by the Tam-
il Nadu government 
on July 17 every year 
to commemorate the 
sacrifices of martyrs 
Arya (A) Bhashyam, 
Shankaral inganar 
and Chenbagara-
man, who played a 
key role in the Indi-
an freedom struggle. 

In this regard, the 
Chief Minister post-
ed on social media, 
“My heroic salutes 
to martyrs Arya (A) 
Bhashyam, martyr 
Sankaralinganar and 
martyr Senbagara-
man, who sacrificed 
their lives for the 
freedom of India and 
the rights of the peo-
ple, on the occasion 

of Martyrs’ Day.” 
The tireless work 
and selfless sacri-
fice of martyr Arya 
(A) Pashyam, who 
lowered the British 
Union Jack flag fly-
ing on the ramparts 
of Fort St. George in 
Chennai and hoist-
ed the Indian tricol-
or flag to uproot the 
British rule, martyr 

Shankaralinganar, 
who sacrificed his 
life for the noble 
cause of naming our 
state ‘Tamil Nadu’, 
and hero Shenbaga-
raman, who gave the 
slogan ‘Jai Hind’ to 
the freedom strug-
gle and mobilized 
international support 
for India’s indepen-
dence, are forever 
worthy of praise. 
“Let us adopt the no-
ble qualities of such 
martyrs as our code 
of life and create a 
new society with 
humanity and patri-
otism,” said Chief 
Minister Vijay.

Let us create a new society with humanity and
patriotism Chief Minister Vijay’s call on Martyrs’ Day

Chennai
	 The Su-
preme Court has 
ordered the Tam-
il Nadu govern-
ment to inform 
the government of 
its position on the 
establishment of 
Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya schools 
in every district of 
Tamil Nadu within 
3 weeks. A case was 
filed in the Madras 
High Court on be-
half of an organiza-
tion called Kumari 
Mahasabha, seek-
ing an order to the 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to establish a 
‘Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya’ school 
in every district of 
Tamil Nadu. The 
Madras High Court, 
which heard the 
case, ordered the 
Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to grant 
permission to open 
Jawahar Navodaya 
schools.The Tamil 
Nadu government 
appealed against 
this in the Supreme 
Court in 2017. Fol-
lowing this, when 
the case came up 
for hearing on De-
cember 11, 2017, 
the Supreme Court 
stayed the Madras 
High Court order 
and adjourned the 
case.Meanwhile , 
the previous DMK 
government had 
stated in an affida-
vit filed last March 
that ‘the quality of 
education in Tamil 
Nadu is excellent 
even without Navo-

daya schools in the 
state.’ Therefore, 
instead of opening 
new schools like 
Jawahar Navodaya, 
the central govern-
ment should im-
mediately release 
the outstanding 
education funds of 
Rs. 3,548.22 crore 
due to Tamil Nadu 
under the Samagra 
Shiksha Yojana. But 
the Supreme Court 
had instructed the 
Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to identify 
and inform about 
the locations for 
establishing Navo-
daya Schools in 
Tamil Nadu. In this 
situation, the case 
came up for hearing 
again yesterday in 
a bench compris-
ing Supreme Court 
Justices P.V. Naga-
ratna and R. Ma-
hadevan. Addition-
al Chief Advocate 
Haripriya, who was 
present at the time, 
stated that the Tamil 
Nadu government 
was holding con-
sultations regarding 
the Jawahar Navo-
daya School issue. 
To this, Justice P.V. 
Nagaratna raised 
questions, “Are we 
asking you to iden-

tify land for the con-
struction of schools, 
or are we asking 
you to immediate-
ly establish Navo-
daya schools?” 
In response, the 
Additional Advo-
cate General of the 
Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment requested 
that the Tamil Nadu 
government be giv-
en 12 weeks to re-
spond regarding 
Navodaya schools. 
Priyadarshini, the 
lawyer for the re-
spondent Kumari 
Mahasabha, argued 
further, “There are 
already 1500 CBSE 
schools operating in 
Tamil Nadu, but the 
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is citing the 
three-language poli-
cy as the reason for 
establishing Navo-
daya schools only. 
“Three languages ​​
are already being 
taught in many 
schools, and Hindi 
is also being taught, 
but the Tamil Nadu 
government is re-
fusing to establish 
Navodaya schools, 
citing opposition to 
Hindi,” he argued. 
At that time, Justice 
R. Mahadevan inter-
rupted and said, “As 

far as Tamil Nadu is 
concerned, they are 
not opposing Hindi; 
they are opposing 
the imposition of 
Hindi.” Speaking 
further, Justice P.V. 
Nagaratna said, 
“The three-lan-
guage policy is not 
limited to Hindi. 
Any other language 
can be chosen.” At 
that time, the Tamil 
Nadu government’s 
lawyer interrupt-
ed and pointed out, 
“Now the central 
government has 
introduced a tri-
lingual policy, and 
it has been made 
mandatory for 9th 
grade students.” 
Responding to that, 
Justice P.V. Naga-
ratna said, “There 
may be a three-lan-
guage policy, but 
it is from the 6th 
grade onwards.” 
“It should be im-
plemented. At the 
same time, making 
the three-language 
policy mandatory 
for 9th grade stu-
dents will cause a 
lot of stress,” he 
said.Following this, 
the judges issued 
an order, saying, 
“The Tamil Nadu 
government’s posi-
tion regarding the 
identification of lo-
cations for setting 
up Jawahar Navo-
daya schools in 
Tamil Nadu should 
be clarified and re-
ported to the court 
within 3 weeks. The 
next hearing will be 
held on August 11.”

Navodaya Schools case: Supreme Court 
gives 3 weeks to Tamil Nadu government
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DINDUGAL
	 The ‘Profes-
sor T. Kanna Karup-
piah Research Schol-
ars Trust’ has been 
established at the 
Department of Tam-
il, Gandhigram Rural 
Institute – Deemed 
University, under 
the auspices of the 
Ammayanaickanur 
Nagarathna Edu-
cational Trust. The 
founder of the trust, 
Professor T. Kanna 
Karuppiah, handed 
over a cheque for ₹1 
lakh—representing 
the trust’s endowment 
fund—to the Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor, 
Dr. N. Panchana-
tham, and the Reg-
istrar (i/c), Professor 
K.S. Pushpa. His re-
search scholars—Dr. 
Ayyappan, Dr. M.S. 
Elangomani, and Dr. 
M. Selvatharasi—
along with the Head 
of the Tamil De-

partment and Trust 
Coordinator, Dr. P. 
Anandakumar, were 
present on the occa-
sion. Speaking about 
the trust, Professor P. 
Anandakumar said, 
“Professor T. Kanna 
Karuppiah is a retired 
Professor of Tam-
il from Thirunelveli 
Thiraviyam Thayu-
manavar Hindu Col-
lege and a former doc-
toral research scholar 
of the Department 
of Tamil at Gandhi-
gram Rural Institute. 
He currently serves 
as a Visiting Expert 
in the Department of 

Tamil. Established by 
his research scholars 
under the banner of 
his Nagarathna Ed-
ucational Trust, this 
foundation aims to 
organize an annual 
lecture on the wor-
ship of folk deities. 
Special lectures will 
be conducted annual-
ly in the Department 
of Tamil using the 
interest accrued from 
the endowment fund 
he has provided. This 
initiative will pave 
the way for students 
to gain knowledge 
about folklore-relat-
ed research.”

₹1 Lakh Endowment Launches 
T. Kanna Karuppiah Research Trust

	 Land was ac-
quired by the Railway 
Department near Ve-
dasandur in Dindigul 
district for the expan-
sion of rail operations 
at the Vadamadurai 
railway station. It is 
reported that compen-
sation was paid based 
on square footage to 
some individuals and 
by the acre to others. 
While some land-
owners accepted the 
compensation, an in-
dividual named Sar-
avanan refused the 
government’s offer; 
he appealed to the 
railway administra-
tion, arguing that the 

compensation should 
be calculated properly 
and paid at a higher 
rate. When the rail-
way administration 
did not accept this de-
mand, he obstructed 
railway workers from 
carrying out their du-
ties on the land. Work 
on laying the railway 
track on the acquired 
land commenced to-

day, following an 
order from the Rev-
enue Divisional Offi-
cer (RDO).  When he 
caused a disturbance 
again as work began, 
the Railway Protec-
tion Force arrested 
Saravanan. They ad-
vised him to address 
the issue through 
legal channels and 
subsequently released 
him on his own recog-
nizance. It is notewor-
thy that Saravanan is 
an AIADMK func-
tionary and the hus-
band of Kavitha, the 
AIADMK councilor 
for Ward 7 of the Va-
damadurai Town Pan-
chayat.

Husband of AIADMK Ward Councilor
Arrested by Railway Police

Vadamadurai
	 Participants 
highlighted the need 
to eliminate Den-
gue-breeding mosqui-
toes at an early stage 
to prevent the spread 
of disease and em-
phasized the impor-
tance of maintaining 
a clean environment. 
Chanting slogans 
such as “Let us eradi-
cate Dengue and safe-
guard public health,” 
the procession moved 
along the Railway 
Station Road. A large 
number of sanitation 
workers, health de-
partment staff, and 
town panchayat em-
ployees participated 

in the event. Notable 
attendees included 
Vadamadurai Town 
Panchayat Chairper-
son Niruparani, Vad-
amadurai DMK Town 
Secretary ‘Medical’ 
Ganesan, Block De-
velopment Officer 
Seethalakshmi, Va-
damadurai Block 
Medical Officer Dr. 

Nagendran, Vadamad-
urai Town Panchayat 
Executive Officer 
Padma Latha, Ayyal-
ur Town Panchayat 
Executive Officer Su-
sai Inba Rajesh, and 
Vadamadurai Health 
Inspector Porappan. 
The rally concluded 
after passing through 
the bus stand.

A rally focused on Dengue eradication 
was held today in Vadamadurai

Vaniyambadi, July 17 
	 P r o t e s t i n g 
against a power out-
age that lasted over 
seven hours near 
Vaniyambadi in 
Tirupattur district, 
youths from the Old 
Vaniyambadi area laid 
siege to the substa-
tion at Perumalpettai. 
Residents faced se-
vere hardship due 
to a sudden disrup-
tion in power supply 
across various areas, 
including Devastha-
nam, Old Vaniyam-
badi, Chettiyappanur, 
Janathapuram, Vanni 
Adigalar Nagar, and 
Indira Nagar. High-
lighting the suffering 
of children, the el-
derly, and the general 
public, the youths vis-
ited the substation to 

demand an explana-
tion from the officials. 
An argument ensued 
when the youths felt 
the officials failed 
to provide a satis-
factory response. 
Upon learning of the 
situation, town police 
personnel and Elec-
tricity Board Assistant 
Executive Engineer 
Iqbal arrived at the 
scene and held talks 
with the protesters. 
The youths called 
off the siege and dis-
persed after officials 
assured them that 

the power supply 
would be restored 
to all areas shortly. 
Explaining the situa-
tion, Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer Iqbal 
stated, “The power 
disruption was caused 
by a technical fault 
in the substation’s 
transformer and mi-
nor damage to electric 
poles in the Old Vani-
yambadi area. Repairs 
have been carried out, 
and power supply 
is being restored to 
all areas in a phased 
manner.”

7-Hour Power Cut Sparks
Protest in Old Vaniyambadi

	 District Collector Mr. K. Ravikumar, 
I.A.S., and District Superintendent of Police 
Mr. Akshay Anil Waghmare, I.P.S., inspected 
an accident-prone stretch of road near Sa-
cred Heart College in Tirupattur Municipal-
ity, Tirupattur District, today (16.07.2026). 
They were accompanied by officials from 
relevant departments, including Highways 
Department Divisional Engineer Mr. Mura-
li and Tirupattur Regional Transport Officer 
Mr. Panneerselvam.

Sholavandan, July:
	 To mark the 
124th birth anniversa-
ry of freedom fighter 
‘Karmaveerar’ Ka-
marajar, the Indian 
National Congress 
organized a tribute 
event in Sholavandan. 
District President 
Noor Muhammad, 
Block President Pala-
nivel, and Town Presi-
dent Muthupandi paid 
floral tributes to the 
full-size statue of Ka-
marajar. Subsequent-
ly, a procession was 
held, concluding at 
the statue of freedom 
fighter V.O. Chidam-
baranar (known as 
‘Kappalottiya Tami-
lan’). There, a signa-
ture and thumbprint 
registration drive was 
conducted—support-
ing the Tamil Nadu 
Congress’s people’s 
movement against 
corruption and brib-
ery—near the V.O.C. 
statue in front of the 
Sri Jenagai Mariam-
man Temple. Madurai 
North District Con-
gress President Noor 
Muhammad presided 
over the event and in-
augurated it by regis-
tering his own signa-

ture and thumbprint. 
Following this, a 
large number of peo-
ple—including Con-
gress office-bearers, 
party cadres, the gen-
eral public, and social 
activists—registered 
their thumbprints and 
signatures. Sholavan-
dan Town Congress 
President Muthupan-
di, Block President 
Palanivel, Mahila 
Congress leader Chel-
lappa Saravanan, and 
Scheduled Castes 
(SC) Wing State 
Vice-President San-
karapandi were pres-
ent at the forefront of 
the event. Many oth-
ers participated, in-
cluding office-bearers 
Mani, Sonaimuthu, S. 

Raman, Aladi Bose, 
Alanganallur Royal, 
Vadipatti Muruganan-
dam, Senthil, Sekaran, 
‘Tailor’ Ravi, Para-
masivam, Narayanan, 
Suresh, Melakkal 
Alagumalai, Parama-
sivam, Srinivasan, 
as well as SC Wing 
Madurai North Dis-
trict President Raja 
and Kuruvithurai Sri-
nivasan. Congress 
leader Chellappa 
Saravanan delivered 
the vote of thanks. 
Afterward, awareness 
was raised among the 
public across various 
parts of Sholavandan 
through the distri-
bution of pamphlets 
against corruption 
and bribery.

Congress-Led Awareness Campaign Against 
Corruption and Bribery in Sholavandan

	 On behalf of TVK, floral tributes 
were paid to the statue of Karmaveerar Ka-
marajar in the Bungalow Medu area of ​​Theni 
district to mark his 124th birth anniversary. 
District Secretary Prakash, Union Women’s 
Wing representative Nagalakshmi, and many 
others participated in the event.

SALEM
	 Actor Sar-
avanan, Director 
Tamilselvan, debu-
tant lead actor Raja 
Singh (who is also 
producing the film), 
debutant heroine 
Anukrishna, and 
supporting actress-
es participated in the 
ceremony. The priest 
offered prayers and 
blessings, wishing 
for the film’s success. 
Following this, actor 
Saravanan spoke to 
the press. He men-
tioned that Director 
Tamilselvan had in-
vited him as a special 
guest for the film *En 
Manaivi Rubina* and 
expressed his heart-
felt wishes for the 
movie’s success, not-
ing that he is also act-
ing in it. When asked 
by a reporter about 
Chief Minister Vi-
jay, Saravanan stated 
that it has been two 
months since he as-
sumed office and that 

he needs more time 
to set things right; 
if given eight, ten, 
or twelve months, 
he would resolve all 
issues. He pointed 
out that the public is 
aware of the reforms 
being implemented in 
sectors such as prop-
erty registration, the 
police force, and the 
transport department. 
Saravanan expressed 
great confidence 
that Vijay—who 

has a background 
in the film industry 
and understands the 
challenges faced by 
theaters and distrib-
utors—would handle 
the film industry ef-
fectively and deliver a 
positive outcome. He 
also noted that while 
there are resource 
shortages, the Chief 
Minister is address-
ing issues step-by-
step and will resolve 
them in due course.

Give CM Vijay More Time
Says Actor Saravanan

Palani
	 On behalf 
of the Palani unit of 
the Tamil Maanila 
Congress, a tribute 
was paid by gar-
landing a portrait of 
Kamaraj at the par-
ty office to mark his 
124th birth anniver-
sary. Subsequent-
ly, a statue located 
near the Saravana 
Poigai at Adivaram 
was garlanded, and 
sweets were distrib-
uted. City President 
R. Shanmuganathan 
presided over the 
event. Attendees in-
cluded State Secre-
tary Manikkannan, 
Dindigul West Dis-
trict President Ra-
siyappan, State Ex-
ecutive Committee 
member Kanaka-
sabapathi, PTC 
Nagarajan, Block 
Presidents Sundar-

arajan, Rajendran, 
Nageswaran, and 
Balasubramaniam, 
District Youth Wing 
President Sundara-
pandian, City Vice 
President Thirug-
nanasambandam, 
City Secretary 
Gopal, Mariap-
pan, City Trea-
surer Bhaskaran, 
Ayakudi Town 
Panchayat Presi-
dent Nattuthurai, 
Neikkarapatti Town 
Panchayat Presi-
dent Shanmugavel, 
District Secretary 
Arun, Veerapan-
di, Keeranur Town 
Panchayat President 
Kattappan, former 
Union Councillor 
Sivasubramaniam, 
Rookwarpatti Sel-
vam, Pethanaick-
enpatti Shanmu-
gasamy, and many 
others.

TMC Leaders Honour Kamaraj
with Floral Tribute in Palani

Palani
	 To mark 
the 124th birth an-
niversary of the 
‘Benefactor of Ed-
ucation,’ Kamara-
jar, a celebration 
was held near the 
Palani bus stand (at 
Mayil Iravundana) 
by the Tamizhaga 
Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK). A portrait 
of Kamarajar was 
displayed, adorned 
with garlands, and 
honored with flo-
ral tributes to cele-

brate the legacy of 
the leader. Presided 
over by senior TVK 
functionary Ma-
heswaran, the event 
saw the participa-
tion of over 50 party 
members—includ-
ing Sanjay, Suresh, 
Victor, Sirajudeen, 
Nivas, Thowfiq, 

Ashiq, Prasannaku-
mar, Rahul, Shan-
kar, Siva, Dinesh, 
Gowtham Kannan, 
and Anas. Together, 
they raised slogans 
praising Kamarajar 
and paid their re-
spects by showering 
flowers on his por-
trait.

Kamarajar’s Birthday Celebration
in Palani Organized by TVK
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New Delhi
	 The Congress 
party has said that it 
will raise issues in-
cluding the Ayodhya 
Ram Temple dona-
tion scam, NEET 
question paper leak 
scam, E20 scam, and 
the setback in foreign 
policy in the upcom-
ing monsoon session. 
The monsoon session 
of Parliament is set 
to begin on the 20th. 
It has been reported 
that the session will 
continue till August 
13. In view of this, 
an all-party meeting 
will be held on behalf 
of the central gov-
ernment on the 19th. 
In this situation, the 
Congress party con-
vened a consultative 
meeting today regard-
ing important issues 
to be raised in Parlia-
ment. The meeting, 
chaired by Congress 
Parliamentary Par-
ty President Sonia 
Gandhi, was attended 
by Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
senior leaders Rahul 
Gandhi, K.C. Venu-
gopal, Shashi Tharo-
or, Jayaram Ramesh, 
P. Chidambaram, 
Manickam Thakur 
and others. Speaking 
to reporters about the 
decisions taken in 
the meeting, the par-
ty’s press secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said, 
“Official information 
is not yet available 
regarding the bills to 
be introduced in the 
monsoon session. An 
all-party meeting has 
been convened on 

July 19. We will get 
official information 
from that.” We have 
heard that the Home 
Minister is trying to 
reintroduce the Con-
stituency Redistrict-
ing Bill, which caused 
the government a 
huge defeat last April 
and prevented it from 
obtaining a two-thirds 
majority. We will con-
tinue to strongly op-
pose the Constituency 
Redistricting Bill. In 
this, we will make ev-
ery effort to maintain 
the unity and integ-
rity of all opposition 
parties. A joint par-
liamentary committee 
has been formed to 
look into the issue of 
one nation, one elec-
tion. There was some 
discussion on the re-
port of that commit-
tee. We will also op-
pose the Educational 
Institutions for a De-
veloped India Bill. 
This bill is likely to be 
introduced in this ses-
sion itself. Similarly, 
the FCRA bill is like-
ly to be introduced. 
We will also oppose 
this. We have already 
stated our position 
on giving one-third 
of the seats to wom-
en in the Lok Sabha. 
One-third of the ex-
isting 543 members 

of Parliament means 
181. These seats can 
be reserved for wom-
en right now. We are 
ready to support that. 
But this government 
is trying to bring a 
constituency rede-
lineation bill in the 
name of the Women’s 
Reservation Bill. This 
is a dangerous bill. It 
is true that the Home 
Minister is systemat-
ically working to get 
a two-thirds major-
ity in Parliament by 
creating divisions in 
the opposition par-
ties. But getting such 
a majority will be 
a tainted majority. 
However, they have 
no chance of getting 
a two-thirds majori-
ty in the Lok Sabha. 
We are in touch with 
the opposition par-
ties. Rahul Gandhi is 
in touch.“There are 
other issues we want 
to raise. The Ayodhya 
Ram Temple dona-
tion scam, the NEET 
exam question paper 
leak scam, the ethanol 
blended fuel (E20) 
scam, the foreign pol-
icy failure, and the 
deteriorating situation 
in West Asia are some 
of the issues the Con-
gress party plans to 
raise in Parliament,” 
he said.

What are the issues that Congress is 
going to raise in the Parliament session?
Jairam Ramesh’s explanation

New Delhi
	 C o n g r e s s 
General Secretary and 
Karnataka in-charge 
Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala has said that 
the Karnataka cabinet 
expansion will take 
place soon. Speak-
ing to reporters in 
Delhi regarding this, 
Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala said, “Senior 
Congress leaders in-
cluding Karnataka 
Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, former 
Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, Karna-
taka State Congress 
President P.K. Har-
iprasad have arrived 
in Delhi today. They 
met Rahul Gandhi. 
They are also going 
to meet K.C. Venu-
gopal. This is just an 
initial consultation. 

The cabinet expan-
sion will take place in 
Karnataka soon.” In a 
tweet posted by DK 
Shivakumar after the 
meeting with Rahul 
Gandhi, he said, “We 
met Lok Sabha Oppo-
sition Leader Rahul 
Gandhi along with 
Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala, Siddaramaiah 
and Hariprasad. We 
are committed to 
working for the wel-
fare of the people and 
the development of 
the state.” The Kar-
nataka government is 

currently functioning 
with 14 ministers, 
including the Chief 
Minister. There are 
20 vacant cabinet po-
sitions. More than 40 
people are vying for 
a place in the cabinet. 
The Congress leader-
ship is carefully con-
sidering its decisions 
to avoid internal dis-
content. At the same 
time, the opposition 
parties, the BJP and 
the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar), are closely mon-
itoring the develop-
ments.

Karnataka cabinet expansion soon
Randeep Singh Surjewala information

Bhubaneswar
	 Lakhs of dev-
otees thronged the Ja-
gannath Rath Yatra in 
Puri, Odisha, on Sun-
day, leading to a stam-
pede and stampede. 
One person died and 
over 120 were hospi-
talised due to suffo-
cation. The stampede 
occurred as lakhs of 
devotees thronged the 
Grand Road area to 
witness the Rath Ya-
tra of Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra and Devi 
Subhadra at the Puri 
temple. According 
to initial reports, one 
person died and over 
120 devotees suffered 
from suffocation. Fol-
lowing the stampede, 
the Special Rescue 
Team, Police Depart-
ment and Emergency 
Response Team im-
mediately launched 
rescue operations and 
evacuated devotees 
from the congested 
area. Those suffering 
from respiratory dis-
tress were taken to 
Puri Hospital and oth-

er medical centers for 
treatment. According 
to initial reports, a 
devotee fainted due 
to suffocation and 
was rushed to the Puri 
District Headquar-
ters Hospital. Doctors 
who examined him 
declared him brought 
dead. Following the 
incident, authorities 
intensified crowd 
control measures and 
emergency rescue 
efforts in the Grand 
Road area to avoid 
further incidents. The 
world-famous Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra be-
gan today (July 16) 
in Puri, Odisha. The 
Odisha Police has 
drawn up an extensive 
security plan to moni-
tor all three routes - 

land, sea and air - for 
the festival, which 
will be attended by 
lakhs of devotees, the 
government said. It is 
planned to use sophis-
ticated drones and 
anti-drone equipment 
to control the crowd 
on the ground and to 
monitor the air. Offi-
cials also said that for 
maritime security, the 
Indian Navy, Coast 
Guard and Odisha 
Maritime Police have 
been engaged in joint 
patrols through boats. 
It is worth noting that 
the government has 
also stated that a to-
tal of 12,000 police 
personnel will be in-
volved in security 
work for the 9-day 
Rath Yatra festival.

Puri Jagannath Rath Yatra stampede
One dead, 120 hospitalized

New Delhi
	 Congress na-
tional president Kharge 
has written to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to convene an all-party 
meeting to discuss the 
constituency redelin-
eation issue. In a letter 
written by Kharge in 
this regard, it has been 
revealed that the cen-
tral government plans 
to introduce a constitu-
tional amendment bill, 
which includes constit-
uency redelineation, in 
the upcoming monsoon 
session of Parliament. 
The opposition parties 

have already demanded 
that if the constituen-
cy redelineation bill is 
to be tabled, it should 
be discussed in detail. 
The central govern-
ment should convene 
an all-party meeting to 
facilitate this. I have 
already written a letter 
to the Union Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju in this re-
gard. We are requesting 
that the aspects of the 
bill be discussed at an 
all-party meeting be-
fore it is introduced in 
Parliament. It has also 
been revealed that the 

central government has 
decided to increase the 
seats in the Lok Sabha 
by 50 percent. The 
southern states have 
expressed concern re-
garding this. These 
issues should also be 
discussed in the all-par-
ty meeting.“Therefore, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi should con-
vene an all-party meet-
ing to facilitate detailed 
discussion on issues 
including the controver-
sial bills and the con-
stituency redelineation 
bill,” Kharge said in the 
letter.

Constituency redelineation: Kharge writes
to PM Modi, insisting on all-party meeting

New Delhi
	 Leader of 
the Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi has alleged 
that Uttarakhand has 
become a hotbed of 
question paper leaks 
and said that the fu-
ture of the youth will 
not be allowed to be 
auctioned. Ahead of a 
meeting with students 
in Dehradun, the cap-
ital of Uttarakhand, 
today, he said in a 
statement issued yes-
terday: “The divine 
state of Uttarakhand 
has now become a 
hotbed of question 
paper leaks. An ille-
gal ‘system’ has taken 
root in the examina-
tions of the Assistant 
Civil Services Ex-
amination here. Due 
to this, government 
jobs like Patwari and 
Lekhpal are not filled 
on the basis of merit 

and are being sold at 
a price determined 
by those involved in 
corruption. Despite 
the central govern-
ment bringing strict 
laws against corrup-
tion, question paper 
leaks continue. The 
law is only in paper 
form. But the ques-
tion papers are be-
ing sold freely in the 
market. A student, 
who has been study-
ing for a year, goes 
to remote examina-
tion centers to write 
his exams. But his 
government job is 
bought for a price by 
someone else. This 

is not just a question 
paper leak, it is a 
theft that takes away 
the young man’s 
rights, livelihood and 
future. I have one 
message for every 
student and youth of 
Uttarakhand. This is 
your struggle and I 
stand with you. Let 
us participate in the 
meeting being held 
in Dehradun today 
and make the ‘voice 
of students’ a loud 
voice. We will never 
allow the future of the 
youth to be auctioned 
off and their dreams 
to be shattered. Rahul 
Gandhi said this.

Uttarakhand has become the
epicentre of question paper leaks
Rahul Gandhi alleges

New Delhi
	 The Red 
Fort in Delhi will be 
closed from the day 
before yesterday un-
til August 15 for se-
curity arrangements 
for the country’s 80th 
Independence Day, a 
statement issued by 
the Archaeological 
Survey of India said. 
The country’s 80th 
Independence Day 
will be celebrated 
on the 15th of next 
month. Prime Minis-
ter Modi will hoist the 
national flag and ad-
dress the nation at the 
Red Fort in Delhi. For 

this, massive security 
arrangements have al-
ready been made. The 
Red Fort in Delhi is a 
UNESCO World Her-
itage Site and is un-
der the management 
of the Archaeological 
Survey of India. The 
Red Fort is closed to 
the public for a month 
every year to mark In-
dependence Day. As 
per the rules, the Red 
Fort will be closed to 
the public till the 15th 
of next month. On 
August 15, only those 
with central govern-
ment passes will be 
allowed to participate.

Delhi’s Red Fort closed 
security arrangements

Thiruvananthapuram
	 Kerala Chief 
Minister V.T. Sath-
eesan launched the 
Onam Bumper Lot-
tery with a top prize 
of Rs. 30 crore yes-
terday. Chief Min-
ister V.D. Satheesan 
said in a Facebook 
post, “This is the 
highest first prize 
in the history of the 
lottery. These lot-
tery tickets will be 

available for sale 
from July 20.” Last 
year, the first prize 
in the Onam Bumper 
Lottery was Rs. 25 
crore. This has been 
increased to Rs. 30 
crore this year. The 
second prize of Rs. 
1 crore each will be 
given to 20 people. 
The lottery ticket 
costs Rs. 500 and the 
draw will be held on 
September 26.

First prize of Rs. 30 crore
Bumper Lottery launched

Ghaziabad
	 Hari Om 
Chowdhury (55) hails 
from Modinagar area 
of ​​Ghaziabad, Uttar 
Pradesh. A wealthy 
farmer, he owns 75 
bighas of land near 
the Delhi-Meerut Ex-
pressway and proper-
ties worth around Rs 
150 crore, including 
a shopping mall. He 
has a wife, Anita, and 
sons Nikhil and Nee-
shu. His eldest son 
Nikhil (32) is addict-
ed to alcohol. Because 
of this, Hari Om had 
given Nikhil some 
shops and 25 bighas 
of land. Nikhil kept 
insisting that the share 

be transferred to his 
name immediately. 
But Hari Om refused 
to issue the transfer 
papers, saying that 
Nikhil would destroy 
the property due to his 
drinking habit. In this 
situation, Nikhil came 
home drunk the night 
before yesterday. 
Then, an argument 

broke out between the 
father and son. En-
raged, Nikhil took out 
a gun in front of his 
mother and fired sev-
eral shots at his father. 
Hari Om died after 
being hit three times 
in the face, chest and 
abdomen. The police 
have registered a case 
and formed 5 spe-
cial teams to search 
for Nikhil, who is 
absconding. Further-
more, the incident in 
which Nikhil shot and 
injured his younger 
brother Nishu in 2018 
during a family dis-
pute has now come to 
light in the police in-
vestigation.

Son shoots father dead over
Rs 150 crore property in UP

Tiruvannamalai
	 To mark Ka-
marajar’s birthday, 
pens, notebooks, and 
sweets were distrib-
uted to students at the 
Government Primary 
School and the Kan-
chi Panchayat Union 
Primary School—
located within the 

Pudupalayam Union 
of Chengam Taluk, 
Tiruvannamalai Dis-
trict. The event was 
presided over by K. 
Elumalai, President 
of the Tiruvannamalai 
Kamarajar Alliance 
Association, and was 
attended by fellow as-
sociation members.

Kamarajar’s Birthday 
Celebrated in Tiruvannamalai

Madurai
	 R. Shan-
mugavel, the Secre-
tary of the TT 568 V. 
Ammapatti Primary 
Agricultural Cooper-
ative Credit Society 
in Vedasandur Taluk, 
Dindigul District, 
was dismissed from 
service by the Joint 
Registrar of Coop-
erative Societies 
(Dindigul Region). 
The dismissal was 
based on allegations 
of misappropriating 
funds amounting to 

₹83,13,342 during 
the 2020–2021 crop 
loan waiver scheme 
for 55 farmers. Chal-
lenging this dismissal 
order, the former Sec-
retary, Mr. R. Shan-
mugavel, filed a peti-
tion with the Madurai 
Bench of the Madras 
High Court. Upon 
hearing the petition 
on July 16, 2026, the 
Court issued a signif-
icant order staying 
the decision of the 
Regional Joint Regis-
trar.

Significant Order by the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court
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Tehran
	 The Iranian 
military has warned 
that it will destroy 
and raze the internal 
structures of Gulf 
countries. The US 
and Iran have been 
at war since Febru-
ary 28. After various 
truces, a temporary 
peace agreement was 
signed between the 
two countries on June 
17. After this, the Ira-
nian military imposed 
a ban on oil tank-
ers passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz 
along their border. In 
defiance of this, the 
Iranian military at-
tacked eight oil tank-
ers passing through 
the Sea of ​​Oman. As 
a result, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
announced on the 
8th that the tempo-
rary peace agreement 
would be canceled. 
Since then, there has 
been an intense war 
between the US and 
Iran. US warships 
have been patrolling 
both sides of the Strait 
of Hormuz. US war-
planes launched a bar-
rage of airstrikes on 
military bases, mis-
sile and drone man-

ufacturing facilities, 
and industrial sectors 
in the Iranian capital 
Tehran and the north-
ern part of the coun-
try yesterday. Reports 
have emerged that 
35 people have been 
killed and over 300 
injured in the US at-
tack in Iran so far. An 
oil tanker from the 
Caribbean country of 
Corsica was heading 
towards the Iranian 
island of Cork yester-
day. A US warplane 
launched a missile 
attack targeting the 
engine compartment 
of the tanker, causing 
the ship to stop mid-
way. In addition, US 
warships intercepted 
and turned back sev-
eral oil tankers head-
ing towards the Irani-
an port. In response 
to the US attack, 
the Iranian military 
launched missiles at 
a US air base in Ku-
wait yesterday. The 

Iranian military also 
launched drone at-
tacks on US air bases 
in Jordan, Bahrain, 
Iraq, and Kuwait 
yesterday. Iranian 
military spokesman 
Ebrahim Solbakari 
told reporters in Teh-
ran yesterday: The 
Strait of Hormuz be-
longs to Iran. No one 
can claim this strait. 
We will not give it 
to anyone. If the US 
destroys Iran’s inter-
nal structures, we will 
destroy and destroy 
all the internal struc-
tures of America’s al-
lies in the Gulf. “We 
will attack the enemy 
with all our might,” 
Ibrahim Solbakari 
said. The Iranian 
military has issued a 
veiled warning that it 
will attack oil fields, 
crude oil refineries, 
and storage facilities 
in Gulf countries, 
raising tensions in the 
Gulf.

Iran’s military issues public warning
We will destroy the infrastructure of Gulf countries

	 The UN ref-
ugee agency has ex-
pressed concern that 
more than 500 people 
may have died in two 
separate boat sink-
ings at sea since last 
June, when Rohingya 
Muslims from Myan-
mar and Bangladesh 
were trying to reach 
the country. In this 
regard, the Interna-
tional Organization 
for Migration and the 
UN Refugee Agency 
jointly issued a joint 
statement, saying, 
“The Rohingya Mus-
lim minority from 
war-torn Myanmar, 
and some of the Ro-
hingya Muslims who 
had long lived in the 
overcrowded refu-
gee camps in Cox’s 
Bazar, Bangladesh, 
set out on two boats 
in the last week of 
June in search of 
safety and a better 
livelihood.” Their 

boats, which risked 
their lives in flimsy 
wooden boats, have 
sunk one after an-
other. The first boat 
carrying 250 people 
lost contact shortly 
after setting off. Ini-
tial reports suggest 
that the second boat, 
which set off with 
about 280 people, 
may have sunk off 
the coast of Ayeyar-
wady, Myanmar, on 
the 8th. “There is no 
official confirmation 
of the sinking of the 
boats and the loss 
of life yet. Howev-
er, the International 
Organization for Mi-
gration and the UN 
Refugee Agency are 

deeply concerned by 
this tragic incident. 
These voyages took 
place at a time when 
the maritime envi-
ronment is extremely 
dangerous,” it said. 
Rohingya Muslims 
have long risked their 
lives by traveling 
in wooden boats to 
countries like Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, 
and Thailand. The 
International Organi-
zation for Migration 
and the UN Refugee 
Agency have report-
ed that about 300 Ro-
hingya refugees have 
gone missing or died 
in the Andaman Sea 
and Bay of Bengal 
this year.

500 Rohingya refugees killed in 
boat capsizations in last 2 months

Washington
	 Two oil 
tankers belonging 
to the United Arab 
Emirates were at-
tacked by Iranian 
missiles two days 
ago as they passed 
through the Strait 
of Hormuz off the 
coast of Oman. 
One Indian sailor 
was killed and 10 
Indian sailors were 
injured. India ex-
pressed its condo-
lences. In this sit-
uation, the United 
States, which has 
been carrying out 
continuous attacks 
on Iran for the past 
few days, imposed 
a blockade on Irani-

an waters yesterday. 
No vessels are al-
lowed to leave Ira-
nian ports. No ships 
are allowed to enter 
Iranian ports. The 
US Navy has tak-
en this measure to 
further block Iran’s 
revenue. At the 
same time, the US 
is also expanding 
its airstrikes on Ira-
nian military bases. 
Having destroyed 

military bases on 
the Iranian coast, 
the US is now tar-
geting military bas-
es in Iran’s interior. 
Negotiation. “Iran 
must return to nor-
malcy. If not, there 
will be attacks on 
Iran’s bridges and 
power plants next 
week. There will be 
nothing there,” US 
President Trump 
warned.

US Navy re-blocks Iranian 
waters after attacks on oil tankers

Vijayawada
	 A holy aarti 
ceremony was held 
yesterday at the con-
fluence of the Krishna 
and Godavari rivers 
near Ibrahimpatnam 
in Andhra Pradesh. 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu participated 
in the ceremony. Lat-
er, at a meeting held 
there, he said: “We 
will open the Pola-
varam Dam and ded-
icate it to the nation 
by March 2027. In 
the last 2 years since 
we came to power, 
we have spent Rs. 24 
thousand crores on 
small dams and check 
dams in the water re-
sources department.” 

We will spend Rs. 35 
thousand crores in the 
next 3 years and com-
plete 35 more water-
shed projects. If the 
Penna-Vamsadhara 
rivers are linked, there 
will be no drought 
in Andhra Pradesh. 
Similarly, if the Gan-
ga and Cauvery riv-
ers are linked, our 
country will not have 
any water problem. 

Agriculture will also 
flourish in the coun-
try. The foundation 
stone for the Guntur 
Water Canal Project 
will be laid by the end 
of this month. The 
Polavaram Left Canal 
Project has been com-
pleted. On August 14, 
a Jala Aarti will be 
held for the Godavari 
water at Anakapalle. 
He said this.

Linking Ganga-Cauvery rivers will 
solve the country’s water problem

Chandrababu Naidu

New Delhi
	 The special 
electoral roll revision 
exercise being con-
ducted by the Election 
Commission in sever-
al states has raised the 
question of whether 
passports can be used 
as proof of citizen-
ship. Speaking to re-
porters, Union Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said, “Pass-
ports are issued only 
after due verification 
and in accordance 
with the prescribed 
procedures. The issue 
of passports to Indi-
an citizens or other 
persons is governed 
by the Passport Act, 
1967 and the Passport 
Rules, 1980. Accord-
ing to the Passport 
Act, 1967, an Indian 
passport is an essen-
tial document issued 
by the Government 

of India to facilitate 
the travel of Indian 
citizens abroad. Fur-
thermore, currently 
less than 8 percent of 
Indians hold a pass-
port. Earlier, during 
the ‘Passport Seva 
Diwas’ event held on 
June 24 last month, 
the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs had 
categorically stated 
that an Indian pass-
port is only a travel 
document and should 
not be considered a 
proof of citizenship. 
Officials said that al-
though a passport is 

issued only to Indian 
citizens, its primary 
purpose is to facilitate 
international travel 
and verify one’s iden-
tity abroad. Under the 
Passport Act, 1967, 
there are opportuni-
ties to issue passports 
to non-citizens of In-
dia. This is why the 
Bombay High Court, 
in a judgment de-
livered in 2013, had 
pointed out that the 
mere possession of 
a passport does not 
constitute a ‘final’ or 
‘complete’ proof of a 
person’s citizenship.

Central government once again clarifies
that passport is not proof of citizenship

it is a ‘travel document’

New Delhi
	 The Delhi 
High Court has di-
rected the authori-
ties to monitor the 
health of social 
activist Sonam 
Wangchuk, who 
is on an indefinite 
fast at Delhi’s Jan-
tar Mantar, daily 
and provide med-
ical assistance if 
required. A con-
tinuous protest is 
being held at Del-
hi’s Jantar Mantar 
on behalf of the 
Karapanpoochchi 
Janata Party, de-
manding the res-
ignation of Union 
Education Minister 
Dharmendra Prad-
han, who is respon-
sible for the ques-
tion paper leak. 
Ladakh-based so-
cial activist Sonam 
Wangchuk, who 
participated in this 
protest, has been 
on a hunger strike 
since June 28, de-
manding Dharmen-
dra Pradhan’s res-
ignation. A public 
interest litigation 
was filed in the 
Delhi High Court 
yesterday, urging 
the protection of 
Sonam Wangc-
huk’s health. The 

petition states, “So-
nam Wangchuk’s 
fast has entered 
its 18th day. But 
the government is 
not even remotely 
concerned about it. 
The government is 
insensitive to this 
issue. “They are 
turning a blind eye 
to Sonam Wangc-
huk, treating him 
like a criminal, a 
traitor, a terrorist. 
If they kill him like 
this, it will be a 
tragedy for the na-
tion to see a citizen 
die before its eyes. 
Sonam Wangchuk 
will not be alive for 
even 2 more days. 
Force him to eat 
food immediately,” 
it was demanded. 
The petition, which 
was sought to be 
heard as an urgent 
matter, was taken 
up for hearing to-
day (July 16). A 
bench comprising 
Justices D.K. Up-
adhyay and Tejas 

Kariya heard the 
case. The judg-
es said, “The life 
of every citizen is 
precious. We point 
out that the gov-
ernment authori-
ties should make 
all efforts to protect 
it.” Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, 
appearing for the 
central government 
and the Delhi gov-
ernment, said, “The 
life of every indi-
vidual is precious. 
The government 
has no objection 
to continuously 
monitoring Wang-
chuk’s health.” 
Following this, the 
judges said, “We 
appreciate the po-
sition taken by the 
Solicitor General. 
We order that the 
health condition of 
Sonam Wangchuk 
be monitored on a 
daily basis and that 
necessary medical 
measures be tak-
en.”

Delhi High Court orders authorities
to monitor Sonam Wangchuk’s health

	 On the evening of July 14, 2026, 
the Tamil Nadu Nurses’ Development As-
sociation organized a massive protest 
demonstration in front of the Tiruvan-
namalai District Collector’s office, demand-
ing the regularization of their employment 
in accordance with election promises. 
Representatives from the Pachaiyappan 
Raja Land Survey Association and others de-
livered speeches in support of the protest. 
Nurses participated in large numbers, and 
slogans were raised during the demonstra-
tion

July 16
	 Praveen Ku-
mar, a student from 
the Vallam area, set a 
world record by par-
ticipating in a yoga 
world record event 
held at M.K.V.K. 
School in Tenka-
si, Tenkasi district. 
Praveen Kumar has 
already set yoga world 

records on two previ-
ous occasions. This 
latest achievement 
marks his third world 
record.Furthermore, 
he has participated in 
various district and 
state-level yoga com-
petitions, achieving 
numerous victories 
and receiving a multi-
tude of awards.

Yoga World Record 
Event in Tenkasi

Alangulam
	 An event was 
held in Marudham-
puthur, near Alangu-
lam, to pay tribute to 
the ‘Father of Edu-
cation,’ Perunthalai-
var Kamarajar, by 
garlanding his statue 
on the occasion of 
his 124th birth an-
niversary. The event 
was organized by 
the Marudhamputhur 
Nadar Association. 
Many individuals par-
ticipated in the event, 

including Nadar As-
sociation office-bear-
ers and members such 
as Union Councillor 
and Advocate Arina-
rayanan; S. Murug-
esan (Human Rights 
Wing); Nainar Nadar; 
Nattamai Sivasubra-
manian; Contractor 
Chairman Raja; Ka-
lakutti; S.S. Bhaskar 
Ramachandran; T.R. 
Rajan; Prem; Ram-
achandran; and Pal-
pandi Narayanan Na-
dar.

Kamarajar’s 124th Birth Anniversary
Celebrated in Marudhamputhur

	
	 Suresh has 
assumed office as the 
District Revenue Offi-
cer (DRO) of Vellore 
district. He has taken 
up this new role fol-
lowing the transfer 
of the previous DRO, 
Sivasubramanian. A 
veterinarian by pro-
fession, Suresh has 

been appointed to 
this position after 
previously serving in 
Kallakurichi.

Suresh Assumes Office as 
Vellore District Revenue Officer

	 Vellore District Collector Mrs. P.S. 
Leela Alex, IAS, inquired about the stock of 
medicines required for emergency treatment 
with the driver of a two-wheeler emergency 
ambulance (108) today (16.07.2026) at Alleri 
village, located within the Pinjamanthai Pan-
chayat of the Anaicut Panchayat Union. Ana-
icut MLA Mr. T. Velazhagan, District Pancha-
yat Council President Mr. M. Babu, District 
Health Officer Dr. Vijay Chandran, District 
Maternal and Child Health Officer Mrs. Renu-
ka, District Chief Educational Officer Mrs. R. 
Premalatha, Assistant Conservator of Forests 
Mr. Manivannan, Anaicut Tahsildar Mr. Suku-
maran, and Block Development Officers Mr. 
Vinothkumar and Mr. Selvakumar, among 
others, accompanied her during this inspec-
tion.


