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“People are coming forward oneby one after
|spoke about the ‘Urban Naxal’'mindset”

NEW DELHI: Prime Mi-
nister NarendraModistated
thatoverthepast13years,
Indiahaswitnessedatran-
sformation fromastate of
policyparalysistooneofac-
tive policyimplementation.
Prime Minister Modispoke
while participatingin the
centenary celebrations of
the Shri Ram College of
CommerceinDelhi.Itis
noteworthythathe had
previouslyaddressedthe
samecollegein2013.Spea-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

kingtostudentsatanevent
held on Saturday, he said:
“In2013,Indiafaced sev-
erechallenges, including
terrorism, corruption,
andinflation. Thenation’s
growthwasindecline. In-
flation wasatits peak,and
corruptionscandalshad
reached unprecedented
levels nationwide. Terro-
ristsroamed withoutfear,

and Pakistan wasengaging
incross&borderaggressi-
on.Itwasaperiod ofpolicy
paralysis, and the world
viewed usasaweak nation.
Butlookatthesituation
now: if Pakistan attem-
ptsan attack, we deliver
abefitting response. We
haveeradicated Naxalism.
Peopleare witnessingthe
nation’s policiesbeingef-

US Delegation Visits to Halt Russia
lll(rame War 3 Ilav ceaseilre

MOSCOW:AUS E
delegationhasarrived
inRussiatoholdtalks
aimedathaltingthe Ru- ¥
ssia&Ukrainewar. Foll- [§
owingthis,atemporary
three&day ceasefire [
hasbeenannounced.
The United Stateshas
launchedabold new
initiative to end the
war between Russia
and Ukraine, which
hasbeen ongoing for
over fouryears.

A high&level delegat-

yesterday with theaim of pu-
tting an end to the conflict.

bothnationshaveagreedtoa
temporary ceasefire regard-

fj sian President Putin
lf ordered the military
| toobservea72&hour
| (3&day) temporary
| banonconductingair
strikesagainst Ukraine.

\! After concluding th-
eir talks in Moscow,
4 the US delegation is
scheduledtotravelto
J Kyivtoday (Sunday)to
™ meetwith Ukrainian
President Zelenskyy.
'\ Itisnoteworthythat
amidst these peace
negotiations,amissileattack

fectivelyimplemented.
Inthefirstquarterofthe
financialyear, the nation’s
GDPgrewby?7.8 percent.
Indiaachievedthisdespite
theconflictsituationin
West Asiaandinternat-
ional trade challenges.
Ihadspokenaboutthe
‘Dimagi Naxal’ (ideo-
logical Naxals) at the
Red Fort (referring to

his Independence Day
speech). Sincethen, they
have started to emerge
intotheopen,and we will
takeactionagainstthem.
TheJanDhan Yojanascheme
waslaunched [yearsago];
atthattime, 50 percent of
thepopulationdidnothave
bankaccounts. However,
since2012,approximately
60crorebankaccountshave

beenopened.

In2014,Indiausedto
importsmartphones; now,
wemanufacture phonesand
haveexported phonesworth
approximately32.5crore.
Today’syouthareabletoco-
nceiveandexecutestart&up
ventures—an opportunity
thattheyoung generati-
ondidnothave 13 years
ago.” Itisnoteworthythat
Prime Minister Modiar-
rivedattheeventviathe
Metrotrain.

‘“Letus build asafe and

exemplary Tamil Nadu”

CHENNATI: Chief Mi-
nister Vijay has extended
greetingsonthe occasion
of Police Day, urgingever-
yoneto “pledgetocreatean
exemplary Tamil Nadufilled
with peaceand security”
Inasocialmediapostrega-
rdingthis, hestated:

“On the occasion of
Police Day—celebrated to
commemorate the enact-

organizedpoliceforce—Iex-

ion,including US Presid-
ent Trump’s son&in&law

Theywere personallywelco-
medattheairportbyRussian

ingaerial operations.
After Ukrainian Presi-

launchedbyRussia targeting
industrialand residential

mentofthe Madras District
Police Actof 1859 and the

tend myheartfeltgreetingsto

societyand uphold
theruleoflaw.

| Thebraveryand
| sacrificeofourpolice
personnel—whoprev-
entcrimeand mainta-
inlawandorderinour
state, whilealso cour-
ageouslyworkingon
thegroundto protect
people’slives, prope-
rty,andrightsduring
dangeroussituationsand disa-

itizereducingthe workload
ofpolice personnel,
enhancing their oper-
ational efficiency through
moderntechnology, and
ensuringtheimplementation
ofnecessarywelfareschemes
forthemand their families.
Letuspledgetodaythatthe
publicwilljoinhands with
the police, moving forward
with trustand harmony, to
build an exemplary Tamil

allpolice personnel whowork

areasin Ukraine resulted

Jared Kushner and envoy
Steve Witkoff, traveled to
the Russian capital, Moscow,

representative Kirill Dmitr-
iev.Inlightofthissignificant
visitby the US peaceenvoys,

dentZelenskyyannounced
thatthere wouldbenoaerial
attacksfrom their side, Rus-

inthe deaths offive people,
includingwomen.

Justice Sanjay Kumar Agrawal Appointed
ChiefJustice of Rajasthan High Court

Action taken following complaints
against the Acting Chief Justice

NEW DELHI: Sanjay
Kumar Agrawal hasbeen
appointedasthe ChiefJustice
ofthe Rajasthan High Court
amidstacontroversysparked
by Supreme CourtJudge San-
deep Mehta, whoraisedalleg-
ations—includingcorruption
and abuse of power—against
thethen Acting ChiefJustice,
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma.
Sanjay Kumar Agrawal has
beenappointedastheper-
manent ChiefJustice of the
Rajasthan High Courtaftera
gap ofnearlyayear. Notably,
however,noactionhasyet
been taken regarding Sup-
reme Court Judge Sandeep
Mehta’srequest to transfer
Justice Sanjeev Prakash Sh-
armaoutof Rajasthan. This
announcement comes four
daysafterthe Supreme Court
Collegiumrecommendedthe
appointmentof Sanjay Kumar
Agrawal—currentlyservingas
ajudgeatthe Chhattisgarh Hi-

gh Court—asthe ChiefJustice
oftheRajasthan High Court.
Other ChiefJusticeappointm-
entsannounced on Saturday
include: V.Kameswar
Rao (PatnaHigh Cou-
rt),Ravindra V. Ghuge
(CalcuttaHigh Court),
Mahesh Chandra Tr-
ipathi (Bombay High
Court), AshwaniKumar
Mishra (Punjab and
HaryanaHigh Court),
KrishnaRam Mohapa-
tra(Chhattisgarh High
Court), Alpesh Yash-
want Kogje (Madhya
Pradesh High Court),
and Pushpendra Singh
Bhati (Jammu & Kashmirand
Ladakh High Court). Supreme
CourtJudge Sandeep Mehta
had written aletter to Chief
Justice SuryaKantlastmonth.
Inthatletter, hehighlighted
variousallegations against
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma,
the Acting ChiefJustice of

the Rajasthan High Court.
Theletter noted that Acting
ChiefJustice SanjeevPrakash
Sharmaisduetoretirenextmo-

nth. Itstated thatduringavisit
toRajasthan, severaljudges
hadexpresseddistressand co-
mplained thathe wasmisusing
hispositiontodeliververdicts
favorabletoaffluentlitigants.
Furthermore, theyreport-
edbeingintimidated by the
Acting ChiefJustice. Justice

Sandeep Mehtaurged that
Acting ChiefJustice Sanjeev
Prakash Sharmabetransferr-
edimmediatelytoupholdthe
dignity ofthe Rajast-
hanHigh Court.He

emphasized thatthe
| Supreme CourtColl-
egiummustmakean
immediatedecision
onthismatter, noting
thatanydelaywould
beentirelydetrime-
ntalto theinterests
ofthe High Court.
Similarly,somelaw-
yersfrom the Rajast-
hanHigh Courtalso
submitted various
complaintsregarding Sanjeev
Prakash Sharmato Supreme
Courtjudges. Specifically, they
alleged thathehad recom-
mended theappointmentof
fourfemalelawyersasjudges,
despitethefactthattheyhad
notpracticedlawinaproper
manner.

establishmentofamodern,

selflessly toensure peacein

sters—aretrulypraiseworthy.

Nadudefined by peaceand
security”

Our governmentwill prior-
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Thanjavur Waterwasreleased fromthe Kallanai (Grand Anicut) at 11:00 AM today forthe Samba paddy
cultivationinthe Delta districts.

NationalInterestDrives
Russian Crude OilImports

Central Government

NEW DELHI: The Union
Ministry of External Affairs
hasstated thatnational interest
guidesourenergyprocurem-
entdecisions,addressingthe
issue of Russian oilimports.

India continues toim-
portcrude oil from Russia.
Meanwhile, External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar, during
avisitto Ukraine, remarked
that the Ukraine issue wo-
uld notberesolved simply
byacountrybuyingor not
buying oil; rather, it would

besettled through dialo- FT | ’T‘f't igationtomeet
gueanddiplomacy. This ! 2P l \:l theenergynee-
pointwasraised during 2 o= dsof1.4billion
apressbriefingin Delhi, | 8 people. That
whereMinistry of Exter- § ** iswhat guid-
nal Affairs Spokesperson | = & | § esus,and that
Randhir Jaiswal faced | willcontinueto
questions on the matter. beourpolicy.
Hewasasked howIndia TheExternal
had conveyeditsstanceon Aftairs Mini-
purchasing Russian oilto drivesour energyimports sterhasstated

and procurement. Itis our
national interest that gui-
desourenergy purchases.
Furthermore, wehavean obl-

Ukrainian President Zelens-
kyy. Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal respondedasfollows:
“Youarewellaware of what

thatifIndiacandoanything
tohelpbringthe Ukraine war
toanend, itisreadytodoso.
Thus, hestated...
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Your children willbecomeless stubbornand

\ 3 listen to what you say. A marriagealliance for your
. 4 |daughterwillmaterialize soon. Outstanding dues
u willberecoveredinyourbusiness. Giveimportance
toyour partner’s views. Avoid making enemiesat
your workplace.

Prestigious positions will come your way ;

insocial circles. Youwillreceiveincreased | & 0 0

cooperation from your spouse’s family. Youwill S st

secureanewjob. Benefitswillarise through U
government-related matters. Business will pick
up pace, yielding good profits. Your standingat

theworkplacewillimprove.

Suddentravel may cause fatigueand runningaround.

==, Youwillstruggleto complete planned tasks. With

/1 'thesupportofyoursiblings, youwillrenovateand

expandyourancestralhome. Oldbusiness dues

willbe collected. Youwillreceive appreciation

fromyour superiorsatwork.

Youwillshake offfatigueand work
energetically. Peoplein positions ofauthority
willbe friendly towardsyou. Youwillreplacea
vehiclethathasbeen causing frequent trouble.
Inbusiness, youwill procure newstock. Youwill
locateanimportantdocumentyouhadbeen
searchingforattheoffice.

Youwill quickly complete planned tasks.
Youmayhaveto spend your savings to fulfill
your children’s wishes. Exercise caution while
driving. Youwillneedtoworkhard toachieve

‘theexpected profitsinbusiness. Maintaina
calm demeanorattheoffice.

Youwillwin everyoneover withyour tactful
speech. Peace willreturn to the family. The
health of your wife and mother willimprove.
Outstanding dues willbe collected inyour
business. Attheoffice, itisbest tomind your own
businessandfocusonyourwork.

Youwillbeintroduced to prominent figures. You will
understand the feelings of familymembersand
adjust yourselfaccordingly. Business will pick up
pace andyield moderate profits. Avoidinterfering
inothers’ affairsat the workplace.

T I
X T A

Itisbesttoactcautiouslyinall matters.
Curbyourtemper. Practice compromise within
the family. You will renovateand expand your
ancestralhome. Youwilllearn the nuances of
thetrade. Your standing at the workplace will
improve.

Issuesregardingancestral property willbe
~ resolved. Youwillmeet childhood friends. Your
.\ childrenwill conductthemselvesresponsibly.
Youwillattractold customersby employing new
strategiesinbusiness. Your superioratwork will
appreciateyou.

Youwillaccomplish varioustasks using O
your presence of mind. Mutual understand- e -
ingbetweenhusband and wife willimprove.

Exercise caution whiledriving. Youwill have h

the opportunity tomeet prominent peopleina
professional context.

Oldfriendswill seek you out. Stalled govern-
ment-related tasks willbe completed. Youwill
attendauspiciousevents with your family.
f\' Financialinflow willbesatisfactory. Youwill be
|

PR
\
| recommended foranew positionatwork. You

willrelocate yourbusiness premises.
Therewillbeaninflow of money. Youwill
repayamountsborrowed for urgentneeds. Your
prestigeamong maternal relatives will rise.
Businesswillbebrisk,and outstanding dues will
becollected. Avoidinterferinginothers’ affairsat
theworkplace.

Weddlng patyﬁre in
Congo’s capital Kinshasa
leavesatleast22 dead

KINSHASA: A fireatawedding partyin Congo’s capi-
tal Kinshasaleftatleast22 people dead, the regional mayor
said Saturday. Several otherswereinjured. The fire started
Fridaynightand continuedintoearly Saturdayinabuilding
inLingwalainnorthernKinshasa. Thebuilding’s narrow
hallways were constrictedby peopletryingtoescapethefire.

Several people — somealiveand some dead — were
laidbytheroadsideasattendeestried to help those who
werestillalive.

The mayor of Lingwala, Norbert Mushinga, told the
Congolese Press Agency that the provisional death toll was
22.Hesaid thetoll couldrisefurther.

Theexact cause of the firewasunconfirmed. “Itisatra-
gedy;” Jacquemin Shabani, Congo’sdeputy prime minister
andinterior minister, said. The minister visited the site
Saturdaymorning.

Deadly firesarecommonin densely populated areas of
Kinshasawhereurban developmentisoftenimplemented
without provisionssuch asfireservices. Firesarecommon
duringthedryseasonandseveralhavetaken placethisyear,
accordingtolocalmedia.

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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n? Employee Bodies

Seek Clarity Over Private Sector Role

SRIHARIKOTTA:IsModi
govtpushingeverythingtow-
ardsprivateplayers? Thisisa
burningquestion thatISRO
scientists are asking today.
Accordingto thereports,
employeesoftheIndian Space
Research Organisation (ISR-
O)areseekingclarifications
fromthe governmentabout
whether the privatisation
agendawill goasfarasthe
total dismantling of ISRO
asamanufactureroflaunch
vehicles.

Theissuecameupinthe
wake of IN&SPACechairm-
an Pawan Kumar Goenka’s
suggestion that ISRO could
eventually cease manufac-
turinglaunch vehicles, and
leave their production to
private companies or public
sector units. Goenka’s re-
marks have caused anxiety
amongISRO employeesthat
theorganisationstraditional

roleasalaunchvehiclema-
nufacturerand provider of
ancillaryservices could be
terminated intime to come.
InaSeptember4lettertoISRO
chairmanand Departmentof
Spacesecretary V Narayanan,
the employeebodiesasked
the government to clarify
whether the government’s
view was one of an “official
approval’,andifso, thelega-
lity, time&frameandimpact
onthe current work&force.
Theassociationsreferred to
the Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV) asan exam-

pleoftheongoingtransition,
and warned thatthe eventual
productionofbiggerlaunch
systemslikethe Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV)and
LVM3 couldalso follow.
While saying that they
did notoppose private pa-
rticipationin India’s space
programme, theemployees
expressed apprehension th-
atISRO’sown capabilities to
manufacture, testand operate
launch systemswouldbe ph-
ased out. Theysaid thatsuch
amovewoulddeprive ISRO
scientistsand engineersofpr-

ecioushands&on experience
inbuildingandtestinglaunch
vehicles. Theyadded thata
lossofinvolvementinthese
activities would negatively
impactrecruitment, prom-
otionsand career prospects
of ISRO personnel.

India’s space reforms
havefacilitated private sec-
tor participationincreating
satellites, developinglaunch
systemsand commercialisi-
ngspacetechnologies, with
agencieslikeIN&SPACeand
NewSpaceIndiaplayingafa-
cilitatingrole. Theemployee
associations havesoughta
delineation of responsibilities
betweenISROand the priv-
atesector,and theirdemand
isnowdrawingattention to
anissueattheheartofIndia’s
spacereforms: whether private
sector participation will sup-
plementISRO’s capabilitiesor
progressivelyreplacethem.

First woman Army officer from
Kargil graduatesat OTA

CHENNAL When Offic-

er Cadet Stanzin Tsangyang
stood onthe paradeground
atthe Officers Training Ac-
ademy (OTA),on Saturday,
shewascarryingmore than
therankbadgesshewasabout
toreceive.
The23&year&old from
Kargilwasbecomingthefirst
woman Army officerfromthe
district,ajourneythatbegan
inthemountains of Zanskar
inLadakh. “I'wascompletely
lostduringclasses11and 12,
shesaid, recalling thather
career choicesthenseemed
limited to engineering, me-
dicineorlaw. Sheeventually
choseengineering, pursuing
Mechanical Engineering.
Itwaswhilein college,
throughthe NCC, that she
learntmoreabouttheIndian

Army Themoreshelearnt,
themore convinced. “Tknew
frominsidethatthisiswhatI
wanttodo,” shesaid.

The Army’sactivelifest-
yleandthescopetoremain
physically fitappealed to
her. Comingfromacivilian
familywith nomilitarybac-
kground, shesaid theideaof
becomingan Army officer
wasnotsomething shehad
grownuparound. “Thereare
many whoareinthe Army
in Ladakh, buttheyarenot
officers,” shesaid.

Earlier, youngsters maynot
haveknownabouttheroutes
intothe officer cadre or may
havehesitated because of the
difficultselection processand
limited vacancies.

Stanzinalso pushedback
againstaperceptionshesaid

wassometimesheld
outside Ladakh that
thereisaninherent
friction between
he Armyandlocal
people.

“Peopleof Lada-
khrespecttheIndian
Armytoomuch,”she
Ny said. “Livingcloseto
theborders, residents
understoodthe Arm-
srolein protecting

e theirhome”

Colonel OPN
Kalyan (retd) knows whatit
takestoenter the Army. His
fatherjoinedin 1940; Kalyan
himselfwascommissioned
in 1969. Thistime, it washis
grandson Lt Rashwantpre-
paringfor the uniform. Ori-
ginallyfrom Orathy, asmall
villagein Chengalpattu, he
wasso proud in continuing
hisfamilylegacy. “It'salwa-
ysbeenmydreamtoweara
uniform,” Rashwantsaid.He
wasamong29womenand313
maleofficer cadets commis-
sionedintotheIndian Army
atOTA Chennai. Another 17
cadetsfrom seven friendly
foreign countriesincluding
Seychelles, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zimbabwe, Eswatini, Bhutan
and Lesotho completed their
training.

The 122nd Passing Out
Paradewasreviewed by Ch-
iefofthe Naval Staff Admiral
KrishnaSwaminathan who
congratulated thenewly com-
missioned officersand urged
themtoupholdthevaluesof
selflessserviceand the pursuit
ofexcellence.

Onthe paradeground,
manyrootsconverged. Oft-
icer Cadet Mohit Arorafrom
PhagwarainPunjabhadspent
sevenyears pursuinghis Army
ambition.

Thesonofan ArmyPostal
Serviceveteran, he turned
downadmission opportun-
itiesatthreeIIMsto pursue
hislong&held goal ofjoining
the Army. Battalion Under
Officer Sagar Bhadanacame
fromanagrarian familynear
Faridabad with no military
background. Foranother ca-
det, theuniformrepresented
afamilylegacy. Officer Cadet
PrashantGurunggrewupwith
thestoriesofhisgrandfather
and father, both associated
withthe GorkhaRifles. And
forRitikaDubey, fromasm-
allvillagein Gorakhpur, the
routeinvolvedscholarships,
athleticsand volunteering
before shebecame thefirst
member ofher familyto pu-
rsueamilitary career.

UNEP report: ‘Some climate damage
irreversible, emitters mustact’

NEW DELHI: World
temperaturesarerunn-
ing dangerously close to
crossingthe 1.5&degree
Celsiusglobal warming

threshold,and 50 yearsof ” 5

technological progress w111
notreverse thedamage,a
top United Nations offic-
ialhassaid, warning that

“thingsmaynotreturnto £

normal.” The UN Environ-
mentProgramme (UNEP)
report, titled ‘Limiting
Overshoot’ andreleased
on Wednesday, cautions
thatglobal temperatures
aresettotemporarilybrea-
chthe1.5&degree Celsius
markabove pre&industri-
allevelswithin the next few
years. This overshoot will
intensify extreme weather,
destroyfragile ecosystems,
andthreaten thesurvival
of smallisland developing
nations, makingimmed-
iateandsustained cutsin
greenhouse gas emissions
non&negotiable.

Balaknshna P1supat1
head of UNEP India, said
long&term policyand
investmentdecisions must
urgentlyadaptto chang-
esthatare permanent. He
emphasised that while so-
meenvironmental impacts
canstillbereversed, others
are permanent,and unde-
rstanding that distinction
isvital forevery country,
community,and individu-
alacrosstheworld.

Highlighting South
Asia’s severevulnerabili-
ty, Pisupatinoted that the

regioniscaughtinaweb of
overlappingcrises. “South

~ Asiais challenged byde-

mographic pressures, in-
comeinequality, unequal
accesstotechnology,anda
justenergytransition. Like
many developing countr-
ies,South Asiaislargelyat
thereceivingend of global
warming,” hesaid.
“Many of these chan-
gesdon’trespectpolitical
boundaries, whichiswhy
wehave multilateral pro-
cesses, negotiations,and
frameworkslikethe UN
Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNF-
CCC),”headded.
Pisupatipointed out

* thatseveral climate “clo-
| cks”aretickingsimulta-
. neously,eachmovingat
itsownspeedandtime
horizon && spanning
theheatclock, glacier
clock, sealevel clock,
ecosystems clock,and
human clock.
“Taketheheatclock
% &&themomentwere-
duce warming, we may
seeanimmediate effect.
Buttheglacier clockis
different. Eveniftempe-
raturesfallbackto 1.2 or
1.3 degrees Celsiusaftera
hundredyears, glaciers wi-
lInotsimply re&form,and
icecapswillnotreturnto
howtheywereinthe 1800s
or 1900s,” he explained.
Headdedthatthese-
a&level clockmoves even
faster, warning thatits
disastrousimpactwillbe
“impossible” toreverse ov-
eradecadeevenifwarmi-
ngiscappedat1.5degrees
Celsius.
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Crowned:JohairyMola..
DominicanRepublicwins Miss
Worldtitleafter44years...

Ll ohairy Mo-
la Dominguez. a
c4s&yearg&old fr-
om the Dominican
Republic. won the
Miss World title.
The grand finale of
" the ?73rd Miss World
) pageant took place
‘i inthe city of Nha

Trang. Vietnam. Th-
ismarked the first
time the Miss World pageant was held in
Vietnam. Surpassing lll other contestants-
Johairy Mola Dominguez claimed the title.
With this victory. the Dominican Rep-
ublic has secured the Miss World crown
againafter 44 yearss the country had
previously won the title in 1982 thr-
ough Mariasela Alvarez. Johairy Mola
thus becomes the Dominican Republic’s
second Miss Worldwinner. Spain®’sEli-
sabeth Reyes was named the first runne-
r&ups while Malaysia®s Dhanushia Che-
tty secured the second runner&up spot-
Nikita. representing India. advanced
to the top 40 but was eliminated after
failingtoqualify for the top 20. The
Miss Worldtitle in 2025 had been won by
Qpal Suchata Chuangsri from Thailandu

Chhattisgarh Case: NIA Court
Convicts 10 People forKilling 29

BASTAR: A National Investigation Agency (NIA)
courthasconvictedall 10individualsaccusedin the ca-
seinvolving thekilling of 29 peoplein Chhattisgarh.
OnMay25,2013, Maoistsintercepted and attacked a
convoy of Congress partyleadersreturning fromthe
‘Parivartan Rally’ in the Jhiram Valley of Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar district. Twenty&nine people, including Chha-
ttisgarh Congress chiefNand Kumar Patel, werekilled
intheattack.

The Bastar district policeinitially registered a caseand
began aninvestigation. The case was subsequently ha-
nded overto the NIA. Proceedings were conducted at
the NIA courtin Jagdalpur. NIA officials filed the charge
sheetin2014,and 101 witnesses were examined during
thetrial.

Following the conclusion of the trial, NIA Judge Ab-
hay Singh Rajputdelivered the verdict yesterday.
Thejudgedeclaredall 10accused in the case guilty. He
furtherannounced that the details of the sentences for
the 10individualswould be pronounced on the 16th.

Left keeps cards close on
joining Sept 9 TVK meet

CHENNALI: The Left parties on Saturdaysaid they would
announcetheirdecision onwhethertoattend the meeting
convened by theruling TVK on September 9 before that
day, without specifyingatimeframe, heighteningsuspense.

Speakingtoreportersafterameetingofthe Left parties’
coordination committee, Shanmugam said the CPTand
CPMwereyettodiscusstheinvitation extendedby TVKto
partiessupporting the governmentand thosein thealliance.

“Therespective party committees willmeetand takea
decision. Wewill certainlyannounce our decision before
September 9, hesaid.

Shanmugamsaid TVKhad madeafreshattempttobring
together parties supporting the governmentandforman
alliance. Unlikethe earlier meeting, which the Left parties
didnotattend, the ministerswho met the two parties’state
secretaries on Friday clearlyexplained the objective ofthe
September9 meeting.

Meanwhile, Shanmugam announced that the Left
partieswould hold a massive workers’ rally in Tiruchy
onOctober 15. Therally, earlier scheduled for October 6,
was postponed due to unavoidable reasons. The national
generalsecretaries of thethree Left partiesare expected to
participate. Therallywillbeheld under the slogan “Tamil
Nadutowardsthe Left”, Shanmugam said. Hesaid the ob-
jectivewasto strengthen Leftideologyacross Tamil Nadu
and mobilise peoplein supportofLeft politics.

Hesaid therallywouldfocusontheaspirationsand de-
mandsofworking peopleand oppose economicinequality,
caste discriminationand variousformsofoppression. A
statewide campaign for the rally will begin on Sunday, with
the Leftparties planningto take their messageand demands
tovillages, townsand households.

CPIstatesecretaryM Veerapandiansaid the Left parties
hadbegunaseparate politicaljourney through the coord-
ination committeeand wouldjoinhandswith democratic
forcestodefeatthe BJP when circumstancesrequired.

“Wesupportgoodschemesand governance,butoppose
thoseagainstthe public without compromise. Ourvoice
willalwaysbeon the side of workers, the poorand the we-
akersections, hesaid.

a
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Gatherlng atthe centenary celebrations ofShrl Ram College of Commerce (S
RCC)atMaurice Nagar, in New Delhion September 05, 2026. PM addressing

ontheoccasion.

Viral Delhi Metro Phone Sticking Stunts
DMRCWarns Content Creators,

Strict Action Will Be Taken

Youmusthaveseenvi- whoshareaspacewiththem, ageofcommuters,especially
ralvideos,in which,some andcanalsocausedamageto incrowds.
peoplesticktheir phonesto
arunningmetroswindowto

shoottheirvideojustfor sake
ofsomelikes,however, they
don’trealisehowdangerous
itcanbe. Takingcognizance
of suchinstances, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC)hasastrict warni-
ngtocontentcreators of the
dangersofattaching their
mobilephonesto Metro train
windowstorecord videos,
sayingitwould takeaction
againstanysuchindividual.

Suchactionscan causedi-
scomfort,inconvenienceand
injuryto fellow commuters

thephonestheycarry.
DMRCsstated that such

kind of filming can causea
nuisance or cause harm to
fellow passengers, and can
alsodamagethephonesbeing
used. The corporationsaid it
wasconcernedandwould take
actionagainstanyone found
recordingshootsinside Metro
premises.
Theadvisorybringsto
light theissue of phonesbe-
cominglooseinthehandsof
the carrier causinginjuryto
fellow passengersandalso
thedanger of filmingactivity
causing obstructionto pass-

DMRC

DMRChasbeenaddress-
ingsimilarissues with content
creatorsover the past
weeks of disruptive so-
cialmediacontentbeing
madeinsidethesystem,
withdance, pranks, staged
performancesandother
shootsbeingreported.

Whilepassengersare
accustomed tousing their
mobile phones for com-
munication, messaging
and personal photogra-
phy, DMRC’sconcernis
with therecordingofvideos
thatinvolvedisruptiveset&-
upsor causes discomfort to
others. The corporationhas
urged creatorstoavoidsuch
practicesinside the Metro
systemand reminded passe-
ngersthatsuchspacesshould
remainsafeand comfortable
foreveryone. With short&-
formvideosincreasingly
beingfilmed, DMRC’slatest
advisorymakesclearthatviral
contentshouldnotcomeatthe
expense of passenger safety
orinconvenience.

MOSCOW: Russian Pr-
esident Vladimir Putin met
with US envoys Steve Wit-
koffand Jared Kushner at
the Kremlin on Saturday for
talkstotrytoreviveastalled
pushtoendthe Russiae»Uk-
rainewar.

Putin, Kushnerand
Witkoffspoke for more than
three hours in closede~door
talksthat come as bothssides
continueto escalateaerial
attacks. Putinand Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyybothagreedto
pausestrikesoneachother’s
capitals whilethe talks took
place. Washington’s push to
endthefightinghaslost mo-
mentumas US attention has
been focusedforthepast six
monthsonthelranwar. The
lastknown visit to Moscow
by Witkoffand Kushner, US
President Donald Trump’s
sonerinelaw, wasin Janua-
ry, whenthey also heldtalks
with Putin at the Kremlin.

Both USenvoyswillalso
visit Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv,
forthefirsttimein the peace
processon Sunday, Ukraini-
anofficialssaid.

Atthestartofthemeet-
ingin Moscow, Putin asked
Kushner and Witkoffto
passonhiswarmwishes
andgratitudeto Trump,
anddescribedthesituation
in Ukraineas “not simple.”
Russian forces launched an
allé~outinvasion of Ukraine
onFebruary24,2022.

“(Russian President
Vladimir) Putin has ordered
that nostrikes be carried out
against Kyivfor threedays,
startingat midnight today,”
presidential spokesperson
Dmitry Peskovtold Russia’s
Tassnews agency.

Zelenskyysaidthat
Ukrainewas preparedto
halt strikes on Moscow until
Monday. Hesaid he spoke
onSaturday afternoon with
the US delegation after their

USambassador calls violent Israeli settlers
‘terrorists’ after weeks of West Bank unrest

JERUSALEM: The United
States ambassador to Israel
condemned Israeli settlerviol-
enceintheoccupied West Bank
again on Saturday, callingthe
behaviouran “actofterror”
ashevisited with Palestinian
Americanresidentsshaken by

months of attacks.
Ambassador Mike Huc-
kabeereferredtosuchsettlers
as “terrorists,”awordthat US
officials usually reserve for
Palestinian militants. “If th-
erearesquattersthatcomein
and putup theirownflagsand
take possession of something
that doesnot belongto them,
ifthey burnacar, iftheytorch
amosque, ifthey go into som-
eone’shomeandvandalizeit,
paintgraffitionthewalls, that’s
acriminalact. Butitextends
beyondacriminalact. It'san
actofterror,” Huckabee said
duringhisvisit to the village
of Turmus Ayya, which has
reported frequent attacks by
settlersoverthepast year.
Such attacks have surged
sincethewarin Gaza began

B v

with the Hamaserled attack
onsouthernIsraelon Oct. 7,
2023, accordingtothe United
Nations humanitarian office.

Huckabee also used the
term “terrorists”last month
after weeks ofunrestinthe West
Bank town of Qusra, where

settlers surrounded several
homesincludingoneowned by
aPalestinian American. Days
later, residents ofthe West Bank
village of Bazariyasaid settl-
ersburned amosque andleft
amessageonawallingraffiti
reading “Huckabee regards
fromtheterrorists”in Hebrew.
“I'mgladthey admittedit,”the

religiousin Israel’shistory. Ithas
presided over asurgeof settle-
ment construction inthe West
Bank. Most oftheinternational
community views settlements
asillegal. OnSaturday’svisitto
Turmus Ayya, theambassador
began hisremarks by making
clear he was addressing US
citizens, who make up asm-
allpercentage of theroughly
3 million Palestiniansin the
West Bank but a significant

y partofthevillages population.

“I'mveryawarethatalot
ofthe American people who
livein Turmus Ayyaandother

8 communitiesacrossthisregion

renotenjoyingthelife they
deservetolive, notenjoyingit
inapeacefulway,” Huckabee
said. “Itsalifethatisdisturbed
by people who have created
extraordinary challengesthat
areunfairandillegal”

The US Embassy can’tin-
vestigate criminal activity,
hesaid, butit can tell its host
government “thereareneeds
that needto be addressed, th-

ambassadorsaidSaturdayof ereareissuesthat cannot go

theincident, adding: “Idon’t
think thatswhat they intended
todo, butIdothink that they
representaverytiny minority.
A week ago, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu
condemned the actionsofa
“handful of rioters,” and the
foreign ministry called the
settlers’actions ‘adisgrace.”
Netanyahu’sgovernmentis
themost ultranationalistand

unnoticed, andspecificcrimes
and acts ofterror that cannot
continuewithout that country
doingthe investigation and
adjudication thateveryperson
hasarighttoexpect.”
Huckabee met with about
10Palestinian American resid-
entswhodescribedtheimpact
oftheviolenceontheirlivesand
properties, the municipality
told The Associated Press.

Israel captured the West
Bank, alongwith Gaza and
east Jerusalem, in the 1967
Mideast war, territories the
Palestinians want for a futu-
restate. The UN andmuch of
theinternational community
consider them to beillegally
occupied. Sincethen, the Israeli
government has built nearly
150settlementsthat arehome
towell over 500,000 Jewish
settlers. Many settlements
resemble developed suburbs.

Israel’smilitary operates
inall partsofthe West Bank,
butrights groups have said
themilitary frequently turns
ablindeyetosettlerviolence.
Thesettlersarelsraeli citizens,
and Israel’s defense minister
recently announced plansto
fullytransfer law enforcement
amongsettlersto the Israeli
police.
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arrivalin Moscow.

“Fromnowthroughthe
endofSaturday, aswell as
onSunday and Monday,
Ukraineisreadytorefrain
fromstrikeson Moscow,
andweexpect the Russians
todo thesameregarding
Kyiv hesaid.

The US envoys were met
attheairportin Moscow by
Russianenvoy Kirill Dmitr-
iev, Tassreported. Dmitriev
shared photos of him meeti-
ngwiththe US delegation as
they disembarked, alongs-
idethe caption, “Welcome
to Moscow Peacemakers.”
With peaceeffortsstalled,
Russia hasintensifiedits att-
ackson Kyivand other cities
with relentless bombardm-
entsstretchinginto daylight
hours, takingadvantage of
Ukraine’s shortage of air def-
ensesystems.

On Friday, a Russian
dronehit one ofthemost
important government bui-
Idings in Kyiv — the headq-
uartersof Ukraine’s Security
Service, known as the SBU,
whichisoneofthe agencies
involvedin carryingout de-
epéstrikeoperationsinside
Russia.

Thelongerrange strikes
by Ukraine have hit Rus-
sian militaryfacilities, oil
refineries and edcommerce
hubs, seekingtoundermine
the Kremlin's war effort and
economy, aswellas make
ordinarycitizens feel the
consequences ofthe war.
Theair war between Russia
and Ukraine has intensifi-
edastroopshavestruggled
to make progressalongthe
1,250 kilometrefrontline.
Russiahasrecently been usi-
ngfasterflying, jetérpowered
drones, andtherecurring
wailof airéraidsirens has
becomepartofdailylifein
Kyiv.

Inasocialmediapost
onSaturday, Zelenskyysaid

that Russiahad carried out

overnightstrikes on Kyiv
and Boryspilinternational
airports, andlinkedthe atta-
cktotheplanned US visit.

“Clearly, these Russian
strikesontheairportsarea
reaction tothediscussions
andpreparations for the
possibility of the USside
usingan aircraft to travel to
Ukraine,” hesaid.

“Wehavetakennote of
this Russian move, and next
week wewill adjust our ope-
rationaccordingly regarding
Russian airspace, which has
becomedangerous because
ofour dronesandmissiles
inthesky. Of course, there
areandwillbenothreatsto
diplomacyfromourside.”
Russian attackskilledfive
peopleandwoundedfive
othersatanindustrialfac-
ilityin Ukraine’s southern
Dnipropetrovsk region, local
military administration he-
ad Oleksandr Hanzhasaid.
Hedescribed thosekilled as
employees at thesite.

“Alocksmith, an elec-
trician, aplumberanda
machinist. People of peac-
eful professions. They were
simply working their shift.
Theyweredoingtheir job
when enemy missiles cut off
theirlives,”hesaid.

A 62¢yearerold man
waswounded, and several
homesand an apartment
buildingwere damaged,
inaseparateattack on the
region’s Nikopoldistrict, Ha-
nzhasaid. In astatement on
Saturday, Russia’s Ministry

of Defense said thatithad
carried out strikesontwo
metallurgical plantsin the
region, describingthemas
“major suppliers of metal pr-
oductsfor Ukraine’s military
production.”

Thecity of Dnipro and
the nearby Pidhorodne
community wereamongthe
areashit. Oneperson died
andfive other wereinjured,
includingtwo menwho were
hospitalisedin serious cond-
ition, Hanzhasaid.

Aservicestation, supe-
rmarket, industrialfacility,
apartment buildingsand
vehicles were damaged. A
sixthcivilian wasinjured
inanattack on the Nikopol
district.

A Russiandronealso
struck ahousein Chuhuivin
Ukraine’seastern Kharkiv
region, killingat least three
peopleandwoundinga
40&yeardroldwoman, reg-
ional administration head
Oleh Syniehubovsaid.

Thevictimswerea
19¢yeareroldwoman, an
11&yearéroldboyanda
45&yeareroldman. The
strikedestroyed aresidential
building, an outbuildingand
agarage, Syniehubovsaid.
Firefighters were battling
ablazeaslocalauthorities
searchedtheareaforany
additional casualties.

Two people werekilled
andanother personwas
woundedinaRussian drone
attack onthe Buchadistrict
of Ukraine’s Kyivregion on
Saturday, local officials said.
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Earlier on Saturday, head of
theregional military admin-
istration Tymur Tkachenko
saidthattwo people were
woundedin an overnight
attack ontheregion.

AsofSaturday evening,
28facilitiesinfivedistrictsof
theregionhad been dama-
ged, Tkachenko said. These
includedprivateandapart-
ment buildings, warehouses,
railwaytracks, theterritory
ofanagriculturalenterprise
andvehicles, hesaid.

Russian forces also repe-
atedly struck ashopping cen-
terinthesouthern Mykolaiv
region with drones overnig-
ht, damaging retail premises
and sparkingfires, Ukrain-
el stateemergencyservices
said. A 72&yeardrold man
anda 17&yearéroldgirl we-
rewounded.

Emergency crewsres-
pondingtotheattack were
repeatedly forcedtowith-
draw to safety because of
thethreat of further strikes,
returning whenever condit-
ionsallowed, theemergency
services said.

Russialaunched balli-
sticmissiles from its Rostov
and Voronezhregionsand
deployed 167 attack drones
overnight, Ukraine’s air
forcesaid.

Thedronesincluded
Shahedertype aircraft— ar-
ound halfofthem jeterpow-
ered —aswellas Geranand
decoydrones. Ukrainian air
defencesshotdown or supp-
ressed 128 drones, according
to theairforce.

InRussia’s Belrogod
region onthe border with
Ukraine, two people were
killed and three others were
wounded by Ukrainian
attacks on Saturday, local
authorities said.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
trysaidinstatement thatits
forceshadshot down 53 Ukr-
ainian drones overnight.

Chief Secretary inspects drainage and canal works
insouth Chennal ahead of northeast monsoon

1T

CHENNAL: ChiefSecret- )

aryM Sai Kumaron Saturday
reviewedaseriesof drainage,
canaland waterbodyworks
acrosssouth Chennaiahead
ofthenortheastmonsoon
InSholinganallur, heinsp-
ectedaRs.73 crorestormwater
drainprojectonthe OMRin
Thoraipakkam, where the
Highways Departmentis
workingto connectwater fl-
owingoutofthe Pallikaranai

marsh tothe Buckmgham
Canal. The projectisbeing
carriedoutinanareawhere
Chennai Metro Rail works
areunder way. Theinspecti-
onalsocoveredthedrainage
networkin Perungudi, where
canalimprovement works
areunder wayin Mylai Balaji
Nagar. Workhasbeen carried
outover235metresatacost
ofRs.6.48 croreand over207
metresinthefourth&block

JiEes -——-l | canalatRs. 8.68 crore. The
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' channel will carryrainwater
throughthe drainagenetwork
alongthe Velachery&Med-
avakkamroad towardsthe
Pallikaranai marsh, helping
drainthesurroundingresi-
dentialareas of Ram Nagar
(South), KuberaNagarand
Sadasivam Nagar.
Healsoinspected wa-
ter&hyacinth removal at
Narayanapuram Lakeand
reviewed thesluiceand canal
arrangements for releasing
water. Alongthe Radial Ro-
ad-Perungudidump yard
stretch, officialsweredirected
toclear waterhyacinthand
desilt 17 culverts to ensure
that water can flow towards
the Buckingham Canal wit-
houtobstruction.
In Adyar, heinspecteda

Rs.13.52 crore stormwater
drainat Tidel Parkbeing co-
nstructed over 660 metresto
carryrainwater fromtheIIT
areatothe Buckingham Ca-
nal. Atthe Okkiyam Maduvu
canal, hereviewed ongoing
Chennai Metro Rail works
anddirected officialsto exp-
editethemand remove water
hyacinth tofacilitate the free
flow of rainwater.

The ChiefSecretary di-
rected the Greater Chennai
Corporation, Water Resou-
rces Department, Highways
Department, Chennai Metro
Rail Corporation and Ch-
ennai Metropolitan Water
Supplyand Sewerage Board
to coordinate themonsoon
preparedness works and
completethembytheend of
September.

DVAC threats can’tsilence Oppn’s voice:
Former minister KN Nehru

TIRUCHY: Termingthe
DVACraidspoliticallymo-
tivated, former minister KN
NehruonFridayalleged that
theruling partywastrying
tothreatenand silence the

Opposition from raising
questionsinthe Assembly.
“Wehavefacedseveralsu-
chcaseslevelledagainstus
byseveral ChiefMinisters,
includinglate CMJJayalal-
ithaa,and provedinnocent
everytime,andthistimetoo,
wewill proveit,”
hestressed. Hesaid the
chargesoftenderirregula-
ritieswerefalseand thathe

would provehisinnocencein
court. TheDeputyLeader of
the Oppositionlinkedittoa
directresponsetoquestioning
theruling TVK government
inthe Assembly. Upsetover
executingthe dutyofanoppo-
sition party, theyaretryingto
silenceusbyusingthe DVAC,
healleged.
Speakingtoreportersafter
theraids, Nehrusaid DVAC

sleuthssearchedhishouse, that
ofhisbrotherandthe premi-
sesofpeopleassociated with
himin connection with what
hetermedafabricated case.
“Theteamtook theusual
recordsrelated tohisaccou-
ntsand those ofhisbrother
and gotoursignature for the
documentsandlefttheplace.
We gave full supportto the
team duringthe DVACraids

andour party president MK
Stalin alsoasked usto exte-
nd fullsupporttotheraids,’
Nehrusaid.

Nehrusaid the sleuths
didnotquestionhim about
casesthatwerealreadyunder
investigation. Maintaining
thathe had done nothing
wrong, hesaidhewould face
any chargeslegallyand prove
himselfinnocentin court.
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CJP Hits Backat PM Modi Over
‘Dimagi Naxal’ Remark at SRCC

NEW DELHI: Prime Mi-
nister NarendraModiagain
usedtheterm ‘DimagiNaxals’
duringhisaddressat ShriRam
College of Commerce (SRCC) |

inDelhiand nowthisremark

hasgotasharpresponsefrom |
CockroachJantaParty (CJP) |
leadersSauravDasand Ash- &

utoshRanka.

The criticism mainlyat-
tracted after PM Modiused
this term while addressing
studentsatthe prestigious De-
lhi University college during
itscentenary celebrations.

SauravDasaccused PM
Modifortargeting young pe-
oplewhoasks questions from
the peoplewhoarein power
andnotdiscussingtheissues
thatdirectlyaffectstudentsand
teachers. “Wow. Goingtoone
of India’s premier collegesand
onceagainbrandingayoung,
questioning generationas

“Dimagi Naxals” has gotto
beamongthe mostshameful
thingsa Prime Minister can
do. And on Teacher’s Day,”
DaswroteonX.

Hesaid PM Modicould
haveaddressedissuesover
teachers’ medical and chi-
ldcareleave, deteriorating
infrastructureat SRCCand
pressure students feel after
intense competitionamong
students. Dasalso said that
PMshouldhave addressed
issueslike school closures,

unemploymentandaccess
toeducation.

CJP co&convener Ash-
utosh Rankaalsoasked the
same question focusing PM
Modi’sspeech, hesaid hissp-
eechshouldhavefocusmore
oneducation,employment
and challengesfacingyoung
Indians. “Goingtothecenten-
arycelebrationsofacollegeas
reputedas SRCC,youwould
have expected the Prime Mi-
nistertotalkeducation,jobs,
currentchallengesimpacting

students,and whatallIndia
isdoingtosetitselfapartfor
next20years,” Rankasaid.

“Instead, heresortedto
“DimagiNaxal” nonsense.
That’swhathappenswhen
yourdegreeisin “Entire Po-
litical History”” PM Modi
whoreturnedto SRCCafter
13yearsothislastaddressas
CM of Gujarat, thistimein
hisaddressheused theterm
‘dimagiNaxa whichheusedin
hisIndependencedayspeech.
He compared this phraseto
homeopathicmedicine that
initiallyintensifyandillness
beforeevenstarteditseffect.

“AssoonasIgavethe Di-
magiNaxal homeopathy pill,
allthe DimagiNaxals started
comingoutonebyone. And
now thepublicisalsoseeing
thetruecoloursofthosewho
areencouragingthisillness,”
Modisaid.

PM debate matter of past, says Manickam
Tagore ahead offriendlies’huddle

CHENNALI: TamilNadu
Congress Committee pre-
sident Manickam Tagore
onSaturdayreiterated that
Rahul Gandhiremainsthe
Congress's Prime Ministerial
candidate,evenastheparty
preparesto participatein
the TVK’sfriendly parties’
conference on September
9.Tagoremadetheremarks
while speakingtoreporters
afterinteracting with thevisi-
ting TVKministersN Anand
and Aadhav Arjunaat Sathy-
amurthy Bhavanin Chennai.
Despitesourcesin Congress
sayingthatSaturday’smeeting
washeldinaless&than&co-
rdialatmosphere, with the
leadersremainingsilent for
mostofthetime, Tagoresaid
thatthe PM candidate conflict

w1th the TVKwasa matter of

the past. Rahul Gandhiisthe
onlyPMface, heassertedand
confirmed Congress’ part-
icipationinthe September
9TVKfriendlies’ meeting.
Butthe Congresssourcesaid
theatmosphereat Saturday’s
meeting contrasted with their
earlierinteractions,whenthe
leadershad metinafriendly
mannerandspentconsiderable
timediscussingthe political

situationin Tamil Nadu.

“Thistime, thescenario
wascompletelydifferent,” the
sourcesaid.

Themeeting cameaday
after Anand, Aadhav Arjuna,R
NirmalKumarandRajmohan
personallymetleadersofthe
Leftand MDMK and invited
them to the TVK’s friendly
parties’ conference, which
willbeled by ChiefMinister C
Joseph Vijay. During Saturd-

ay’smeeting, Tagoreheld
discussionswith Anand
and Aadhav Arjunainthe
\] presence of Congress mi-
nisters Viswanathanand
Rajesh Kumarand other
senior partyfunctionaries.

Tagoresaidthe Congr-
esswould participateinthe
September9 conference.
“Weassumethatthe TVK
alliancewillbe namedatthat
meeting,” hesaid.

Asked aboutthe Prime
Ministerial candidate, Tagore
said, “OurPrime Ministerial
candidateis Rahul Gandhi”
Hedescribedtheissueasa
“closed chapter”andaccused
somepeopleofbeingkeento
breakthesecular&social ju-
sticealliance. “Thatwillnot
happen,”hesaid.

25 Pakistani Soldiers Killed in
Attacks by BalochForces

ISLAMABAD: Twen-
ty&five Pakistanisoldiers
losttheirlivesintwo separate
attacks carried outbythe Ba-

lochLiberation Army(BLA) :
in Balochistan, Pakistan’s

largest province.

Balochistanis Pakistan’s [}

largest province, where se-
paratistshavebeen fighting
forautonomyin opposition

topolitical repression and

militarycrackdowns.
Inthis context,the BLA

killedinanattackbythe ‘Fa-

tehSquad’ onarmyvehicles
inthe Ziarat Crossareathe

- daybeforeyesterday,

whileanother 7soldiers
wereKkilledin anattackbya
specialstrikeunitinthe Ha-
jikaarea.

Subsequently,48 members
belongingtothe BLA and Te-

; = hreek&e&Talibanwerekilled
stated that 18 soldiers were

inaretaliatoryattacklaunched
bythePakistan Army.

US Strikes Early; Iran Retaliates
Undeterred - Tensions Peak

TEHRAN: Thismorning,
the US attacked and destroy-
ed three of Iran’s massive oil
tankers. Inretaliation, Iran
announcedthatithadattacked
vesselslinked to the US.
Consequently, tensions
in the Middle East have
reached a boiling point.
The USjustifiedits actions
by claiming, “Wewere me-
rely onpatrolwhen Iran’s
IRGCmilitarylaunched
missiles at us—unprovo-
ked. Inresponse, weattacked
and destroyed Iran’s major
oiltankers: the M/T Downy,
M/T Strarkl, and M/T Kylo.”
However, Iran has questioned
the narrative, asking, “Why
wouldwelaunch amissileat-
tack on avesselthatwas simply

passingby?”

Furthermore, Iran stated
that, inretaliation for the US
attack, the IRGC struck three
oiltankers linked to the US.

Unnecessary US actions have
alreadyledto the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, causinga
riseinpetroland diesel prices
globally, includingin India.
In Chennai’s Anna Nagar,
aliter of pure ‘Speed’ petrol
(unblended with ethanol) is

sellingfor3117-118; the US
is the cause of this situation.
Duetothisunnecessary conflict
instigated by the US, the closu-
reoftheStraitof Hormuzhas
paralyzedmaritime
transport. Asaresult,
thevolumeofcrude
oilexportedfromthe
MiddleEastin Aug-
ustdropped by 39%
comparedto January
and February of this
year. Realizingthat
acontinued escalation would
benefitneitherside,
Iranisactively pursuing
negotiations regarding this
issue. Yesterday, Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi
heldseparate, urgenttelephone
consultations with theforeign

ministers of Turkey and Sau-
di Arabia. Thesediscussions
focused on dedrescalating
tensions, establishing peace,
andresolvingtheissues surr-
oundingthe Straitof Hormuz.
Itremainsto beseen how effec-
tivethesetalkswillproveto be.
Compounding this situation,
theconflict between Israeland
Hezbollahin Lebanon hasalso
intensified.

Hezbollah operativesin
southern Lebanon launched
anattack usingtwo explosiv-
e laden drones against Israeli
forces. While there were no
casualtiesontheIsraeliside, it
isnoteworthy that the Israeli
military haslaunched heavy
retaliatorystrikesinsouthern
Lebanoninresponse.
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Til Nad honours 39‘6eacher
with Dr.Radhakrishnan Award

CHENNALI: The Scho-
ol Education department
honoured 396 teachers for
their dedicated serviceand
contributiontotheeducation
sectorwith the DrRadhakri-
shnan Award onthe occasion
of Teachers Day.

Thestate&level Teachers’
Daycelebrationwasheldatthe
AnnaCentenaryLibraryhere
onSaturdayand wasattended
byMinister for School Edu-
cation, Tamil Development,
Informationand Advertising,

ARajmohan.
Accordingtothedetails
released for the programme,
teachersfromvarious categ-
orieshavebeenaccordedthe
honour. Thelistincludes 171
teachersfromthe School Ed-
ucationdepartmentand 171
fromtheElementaryEducation
department. Inaddition, 38
teachersfrom private schools
acrossthestatealsoreceived
theaward. Two teacherseach
from Anglo&Indianschools,
Social Welfare Department

schoolsandteachersservi-
ngstudents with disabilities
were also awarded by the
minister. Further, 10 teach-
ersfrom the State Council of
Educational Research and
Training (SCERT) werealso
honoured, taking the total
number ofawardeesto 396.In
hiskeynote, the ministersaid,
“Thecelebrationsareaimed
atrecognisingteacherswho
playacrucialroleinshaping
students’academicand per-
sonaldevelopment. The Dr

Radhakrishnan Awardsserve
asamark ofappreciation for
their commitment,innovati-
onandservicetoeducation”

Headded, “Theeventis
expected tobringtogether
teachersand education offici-
alstocelebrate the profession
andunderlinetheimportance
ofeducatorsinbuildingthe
nextgeneration.” The min-
ister stressed thatteachers
focusonlyonteaching,and
thedepartmentwill ensure
their concernsareaddressed.

Relocation of ChiefMinister’s Office

TamilNadu GovernmentAllocates
¥6.17 Crore-RTIReveals Details!

CHENNALI: Information
obtained under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act has
revealedthatZ6.17 crore was
allocated for the work of rel-
ocatingthe Chief Minister’s
officeto the 10thfloor of the
Namakkal Kavingar Maaligai.
However, thefirmthat won the
contract, Rasi Builders, secured
theprojectfor33.78 crore—a
figure 32% lower than the
government’sestimated cost.
Work is proceedingrapidly to
relocate the Chief Minister’s
officefromthemain Secretariat
buildingto the Namakkal Ka-
vingar Maaligai. It isreported
that this moveis takingplace

because the Chief Minister’s
trusted astrologer, Ricky Ra-
than Pandit, advised that
he should be situated on the
10th floor—a high vantage
point overlooking the sea.
Renovationwork on the 10th
floor of the Namakkal Kavi-
ngar Maaligaibegan asearly
astheend of July. However,
questions arose regardinghow
therenovation was proceeding
without a tender beingissued.
The matter was raised in the
Legislative Assembly, and
photographs of the ongoing
workwere circulated. Minister
Aadav Arjunainitially denied
thereports. Subsequently, the

tenderingprocess was condu-
cted. Tenders wereinvited for
the renovation work, witha
stipulation thatit becompleted
within three months and an
estimated cost ofT5.54 crore.
Companies such as Rasi Bui-
Iders, Eswari Constructions,
SriRaghavendra Builders, and
Cube Infra competedforthe
contract. Rasi Builderswon the
bidwithaquoteofI3.78 crore.
The company won the contr-
actby bidding 32% below the
estimated cost.

Underthe TVK adminis-
tration, securing contracts by
biddingbelow the estimated
value has become a common

trend. However, thisinforma-
tion hasnot yet been officially
announced.

Amidstthis,an RTIquery
wasfiledregardingthe work to
relocatethe Chief Minister’s
officeto the Namakkal Kavi-
gnar Maligai; specifically, the
question sought to know the
expenditureinvolvedin this
move. Ithasbeen revealed that
6.17 crorehas beenallocated
forshiftingthe Chief Minister’s
officetothe 10thfloor of the Na-
makkal Kavignar Maligai. It is
noteworthythatthisisthefirst
officialinformation released
bythegovernment regarding
thismatter.

Brothers reunited after 35 yearsthankstoa
specialintensive voterrevision drive

CHANDIGARH:Si-
taram, anative of Punjab,
hadlefthishometownin
Haryana 35 yearsagotoseek
alivelihoodin Punjab.
Apersonwithadisability, he
secureda ‘Group D’jobwith
the Punjabstategovernment
andsettledthere. Recently, he
returnedto hishometown—
specificallytothegovernme-
ntschoolhehadattendedin
Manoharepurvillage, Jind
district, Haryana—to obtain
acertificaterequiredforthe
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of theelectoralroll.

Whileofficials weresearchi-
ngforhisschoolrecords, info-
rmationregardinghisfamily
cametolight. Schoolstaff
contacted Sitaram’s brother,
Krishna, byphone; thatwas
when Krishnalearnedthat
Sitaramwasstillalive.
Krishnaimmediately con-
tactedthelocal Booth Level
Officer (BLO)and confirmed
thatSitaramwasindeed his
younger brother. Following
this, Krishnarushedtothesc-
hoolandwelcomed his youn-
gerbrother, Seetharam, with
awarmembrace. Krishna's

wifeand childrenalso
ranovertowelcome
Seetharam, shedding
tearsofjoy.
Afterwards, thetwo
brothersleftthesc-
hooltogetherinthe
samevehicle. Newsof
Seetharamreuniting
withhisfamily after
35yearshasgoneviral
online.
Speakingonthe matter, Add-
itional Electoral Registration
Officer (AERO) Dr. Ramesh
Kumarsaid, “Thebrothers
havereunited after 35 years

thanks tothe Special Summ-
aryRevision (SSR) exercise
conducted by the Election
Commission. Itisheartening
toseeafamily, separatedin
life, cometogether again thr-
oughtheSSRprocess.”

Dahi Handi celebration: One dead,
376'Govindas’i inj jured in Mumbai

MUMBAI: A minorboy
diedwhile 376 ‘Govindas were
injured during Dahi Handi
celebrationsin Mumbai, civic
officials said on Sunday.

Dahi Handi, whichispart
of the Janmashtami festival
that marksthe birth of Lord
Krishna, was celebrated across
Maharashtrawithtraditional
fervouron Saturday. Aspart
of thetradition, ‘Govindas’or
participantsform multiertier
human pyramidstobreak Dahi
Handis (clay pots filled with
curd) suspended miderair.

A sevendryearérold boy
died after a brick column co-

llapsed on him when agroup

of children were celebrating
Dahi Handion their own

at Ekta Welfare Society at K8

Chikuwadiin Malvanion

Saturday afternoon, an of-
ficialsaid.
Asmanyas 376 ‘Govindas’

suffered injuries. The highest g

orted from hospitalsinthe
island city at 183, followed
by 126 in the western suburbs
and 62intheeasternsuburbs,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation officials said.
Oftheinjured, 53 are cur-
rently hospitalised, 37 others

arealso under treatment,
while 286 were discharged
after treatment, it said.

The KEM Hospitalin Parel
reportedthe highest number
of injured Govindas at 76,

followed by
HBT Trauma
Care Hospital
in Jogeshwari
with 34,
Rajawadi
% Hospitalin Gh-

. in Vikhroliwith
! 33each, and
™ Nair Hospit-

alin Mumbai
Centralwith 32.

The civicérun Sion Ho-
spitaland BDBA Hospitalin
Govandireported 18 injuries
each, thecivicbodysaid.
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