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3 Dead, 5CriticalInSatya

NiketanBuilding Collapse

DelhiCMWarns ‘No One W|II Be Spared’

DELHI: DelhiChief Mi-
nister Rekha Gupta Sunday
vowed toughactionagainst
the personsresponsible for
thebuildingcollapseat Satya
Niketan, Delhi,asthe casualty
countreachedthree. Gupta
paidavisitto thesite of the
incidentand went through
the processof rescue work
beingcarriedoutbythesearch
teamsamidstdebris.

Speakingtoreportersat
thesite, Gupta said theimme-
diatefocusofthegovernment
andtheadministration was
torescue thosestillburied
under the debris. She said
allconcernedagencies were

workingcontinuouslyatthe
siteand thattherewouldbeno
shortageofresourcesduring
therescueoperation. “The
priority rightnowistosave
lives,” Guptasaid, stressing

thattheauthoritieswould |

continue their efforts until
therescue operation was co-

mpleted. Accordingtothe &5

chiefminister, thebuilding
wasrelatively oldand const-
ructionandrenovation work
wasbeingcarried outwhenthe
incidentoccurred. Guptasaid
thatduringthe work, a pillar

DMKstageswaIkoutaftrbelg denied

permission to respond to Ch|ef Minister's speech

CHENNAI: DMK me-
mbers staged awalkoutin
protestafter Speaker ].C.D.

Prabhakardenied thempe- [

rmission torespondto Ch-
ief Minister Vijay’s speech.

When the Legislative Assem- .

bly convened thismorning,
governmentbillswereintro-
duced. Ministers, including
Sengottaiyan and Anand,
introducedbills pertaining
totheirrespectiveportfolios.
Billssuchasthe Tamil Nadu
Salaries (Amendment) Bill,
2026,and the TamilNadu Pan-
chayats (Second Amendment)
Bill, 2026, were introduced
and passed viavoice vote.
Thiswas followed by Chief
Minister Vijay’sreply speech.
Duringhisaddress, Chief
Minister Vijay read out do-
cuments concerningthe Sa-
rkaria corruption casefrom
the DMK’s pasttenure. He
citeddocumentsstatingthat
Murasoli Maran, son&in&l-
awofthethen ChiefMinister
Karunanidhi,had demanded
a2.5% commissiontoaward
the Veeranam drinking water
projectcontracttothe Sathya-

narayanaBrotherscompany.
Furthermore, Chief Minister
Vijaystated that the Enforc-
ement Directorateitselfhad
providedevidence showing
thatcommissionsranging from
7.5%to 10% were collected as
partyfundsduringtheprevious
DMK regime. Vijayalsonoted
thatEnforcement Directorate
documentsidentified Chief
Minister Stalinand Deputy
ChiefMinister Udhayanidhi
amongthosewhodirectlybe-
nefited fromthese partyfunds.
DMK membersvehemently
opposed the Chief Minister’s
remarks. Opposition Leader
Udhayanidhi Stalinand ot-
hersremained standingin
protest. However, the Chief
Minister continued his spe-

ech.He accused the DMK of

allowing “rivers of obscenity
and malice” to flowin Tamil
Naduandalleged thatthey
werejustifying such conduct.
The ChiefMinister questioned
whyweshould engageinob-
scene, slanderous, and toxic
politics, urginginstead that
weadoptonlythepositiveas-
pectsofthepoliticsof thepast.
Hefurther quotedthewords
of Kannadasan: “A tongue
accustomed tolies,ahand
accustomed to takingbri-
bes,and abagaccustomed
tostashing cash” The Chi-
ef Minister remarked that
this epitomizes the DMK.
AsDMKmemberscontinued
tocreatearuckus,the Leader
ofthe House, Sengottaiyan,

urged thataction be taken

% againsttheminaccordance

with therulesofthe House.

B Speakingnext, Speaker].C.D.
: @ Prabhakar stated that the

/‘) | members wereactingwith

the deliberate intention of

) obstructingthe ChiefMin-

ister’sspeechand thatsuch
behavior couldnotbetolerated.
Atthatjuncture, DMK memb-
erssatinfrontofthe Speaker’s
podiumand createdadisturb-
ance, insistingthatthe Leader
ofthe Oppositionbegivenan
opportunity torespond to
the ChiefMinister’saddress.
TheSpeakerdeclared thatthe
opportunitycouldnotbegran-
tedbecausetheyhadacted with
thespecificintentofstifling
the Chief Minister’s speech.
Subsequently, the ChiefMinis-
terrequested permission tosp-
eak, whichthe Speakergranted.
However, when DMK me-
mbers objected to certain
remarkshemade, the Speaker
firmlystated that permission
couldnolongerbe granted.
Protestingthe Speaker’s de-
cision, the DMK members
stagedawalkout.

The work of packing and dispatching
the ‘Thai Maman Gold Ring Scheme

CHENNALI: Asthe
governmentledbythe Ta-
mizhaga VettriKazhagam

preparestolaunchthe “Thai

Maman Thanga Mothiram
Thittam’ (Maternal Uncl-
esGoldRingScheme), the
jewelryfirmsawardedthe

contracthavebegundispa-
tchingtheitemsfrom their

outlets.

ChiefMinis-
ter Vijayhad
announced
thataone&-
gramgold
ringwould
begiftedto
babiesborn
ingovernm-
enthospitals. Consequently,
the Tamil NaduMedical Se-
rvicesCorporationissetto
distribute one&gramgold
ringstoapproximately4.41
lakhbabiesannually.
Theschemeisscheduledto
launchon September 15.To
storethegoldringsprep-
aredforthisinitiative, the

TamilNadugovernment
hasordered theestablishm-
entofsecurevaultsequip-
pedwithmodernfeatures
at 107 centersacrossthe
state. Abudgetallocation of
32,560 crorehasbeenmade
forthis project. Thejewelry
companiesthatsecuredthe
contracthavenowstarted
dispatchingthegoodsfrom
theirstores. The Chairm-
anand Managing Director
oftheJoyalukkas Group
stated: “Joyalukkashasbeen
entrusted with theresponsi-
bility of manufacturingand
supplying89,955ringsin
thefirstoffour phases. These

items has commenced

ringsarepackedinbags
designed exclusivelyfor this
scheme, clearlybearingthe
name “Thai Maman Thanga
Mothiram Thittam?
“Thepackinganddispatch
operationshavecommen-
cedatourdedicated centers
inChennaiand Coimba-
tore. Fromacommercial
standpoint, thegovern-
mentpaysforthegoldat
theprevailing marketrate;
meanwhile, themanufact-
uring, hallmarking (quality
certification), secure packa-
ging,anddistribution ofthe
ringsareourresponsibility;”
headded.

apparently shifted following
excavation, which eventually
causedthestructuretocollapse.

Thebuildingwasbeing
used asapaying guest (PG)
accommodation, with stud-
entsstayinginsideatthetime

“ oftheincident.

Guptamadeitclearthat

. thosefoundresponsibleforthe
| collapsewould faceaction. She

said theresponsibility could
extend tothebuildingowner
aswellasanyofficialfoundto
haveneglected their duties.
“Whoeverisresponsible

forthis, whetheritisthebuil-
dingowner oran official, will
notbespared,” shesaid.
Thechiefministeradded
thattheadministration wo-
uld firstassessthe condition
ofthoserescuedandfocus
onsavingthosestill trapped
before movingahead with
furtheraction. Sofar, three
peoplehavelosttheirlives,
whilefive peoplehave been
reportedtobeincritical co-
ndition. Therescueteamsare
workingon clearingthe debris
andrescuingsurvivors. There

havebeennoreportsaboutthe
totalnumber of people stuck
inthebuildingcollapseasyet.
Theold building, whichis
believedtobe morethan five
decadesold, wasfunctioning
asaPGforstudents.

Thecasealsoraisessome
issuesaboutthe safetyand
maintenance ofoldbuildings
usedforstudentaccommod-
ationinthedenselypopulated
areaof Satya Niketan. Acco-
rdingto Gupta, theadmini-
stration will treat the matter
seriouslyaftertherescue mi-
ssionisoverandthe causes
of thebuilding collapseare
known.

Reportsindicate that

the deathtollinthe Delhi
building collapse incident

hasrisento seven.
Sofar, 12 people have

) been rescued alive from
the debris. Personnel
| fromthe DelhiPolice, the
| Fire Department, and
the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
| are engagedinthe debris
clearance operations.

Chief Minister Vijay sneaks
vellementlv, hacked hv evidence

CHENNALI: Following [

the conclusion of the debate
onthedemandsfor grantsfor
thePolice Department, Chief
Minister Vijay delivered his
replytoday, stating: “Inrec-
enttimes,ariver of obscenity
and ariver of malice have
been flowingin Tamil Nadu.
Political views may certainly
beexpressed,butwewillnot
tolerate remarks directed
againstwomen.

Whatneed dowehavefor
abrand of politicsthatrelies
onslander, vulgarity, and
obscenity? Thelawwill take
itscourseifderogatory com-
mentsaremadeaboutwomen.
A memberherespeaksof ‘br-
eakingbones’'—ishean orth-
opedist? Another claimsthat
those who donotvoteforthe
DMKwillmeetawretchedend.
Itispreciselybecause of such
rhetoricthattheyaresitting
intheopposition. Theyought
toshowatleastsomerespect
forthepeople’sverdict. They
keepharpingonabouthaving
witnessed the MISA era; 1, too,
amwellaware of the history
regarding MISA” “DMKme-
mbersasked metoopenthe
threefileson mydesk. Shallwe
lookatasamplefromthem?I
amreadingoutdetailssentby
the EnforcementDirectorate
regardingthe previousregi-
me. Theinquiry commission
reporthasrevealed many
shockingepisodes;the public

needstobeinformedabout
theinformation contained
therein. It would take two
daystoreaditinfull,soIwill
summarizeitbriefly. Sarka-
riaCommission (1977):Itis
alleged thatduringthe DMK
regime, Marandemandeda
2.5% commission—amoun-
tingto¥40lakhs—to award
thetender forthe Veeranam
pipeline project. Thereport
statesthatatotal of325lakhs
waspaidasabribebetween
1970and 1974. Thebribes
were collectedininstallme-
nts. Commissionswerealso
collected for the *Murasoli*
buildingand various other
matters. Thesearetheallegati-
onsmadebythe Enforcement
Directorate. Karunanidhi
misusedhis positionas Chief
Minister toaward thetender
to Sathyanarayana Brothers.
Ifonespeaksofthesethings,
theywillrunaway. Ifevidence
issought, itisavailableinthe
libraryrighthere; goandtakea
look. Theysearchforevidence
elsewhere whileitlies right

be51de them. Theevidenceis

righthere. The Enforcement
Directorate hassubmitteda
100&page report detailing
DMK’scorruptionregarding
partyfunds;itstatesthat ‘party
funds’rangingfrom7.5%to
10% were collected. I possess
theevidenceforthis. Senthil
Balaji, whoservedasthemi-
nister for that department,
misused hisauthority. What
a‘greatachievement’—thatis
the DMK foryou.IASofficers
havealsobecomeimplicated
alongside the minister who
controlled TASMAC. The
Enforcement Directoratehas
alsomadeallegationsregar-
ding Senthil Balaji’sbrother.
Theagencyhasidentified
M.K.Stalinand Udhayanidhi
Stalinaskeyfiguresinvolved
inthecollectionoftheseparty
funds.Ifopeningfiles from
justtwodepartmentsreveals
thissituation,imagine what
monsterswouldbeexposedif
afewmorefileswereopened..”
“Willithappen? They claim that
wherethe DMK exists, there

" arenowrongdoings. I'saythis:
wherethe DMKis, there will
bewrongdoings;and where
thereare wrongdoings, the
DMKwillbefound. Youask-
edforproof—isthisenough?
Therearetwo categories: on
oneside, those who commit
wrongs and get caught; on
theother, thosewho commit
wrongsbutmanagetoactas
iftheyhaven't. The DMKbe-
longstothesecond category.
Mention theword ‘corruption,
and DMK membersimmed-
iatelystand upin protest. But
cantheytrulyclaimtheyha-
ven'tengagedin corruption?
Duringthe previous DMK
regime,lawandorder deter-
iorated,and drugabusewas
rampant.

Beforespeakingaboutlaw
and order,itwouldbewiseto
lookinthemirrorandreflect
onwhathappened during
your own administration.
Annain1967,MGRin1977,
NTRin 1983,and Vijayin
2026—natureand the Divine
areonourside. Theywillcer-
tainly—most certainly—lose
inthefaceoflove.Thavenot
comehereforaseatofpo-
wer or for authority; [ have
come solely to do good for
the peopleandtorepaythe
debtofgratitudeIowethem”
Thus, Chief Minister Vijay
leveled a series of allegati-
onsregarding the DMK’s
corruption.
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Today horoscope

Mental confusion will clear,andhappiness will

3| prevailinthefamily. There willbea positive

changeinyour childrensbehavior. Business

competitionwill decrease; donotdismissthe

dviceofyour partners. Youwillfind peaceat work
Avoid makingenemies.

Donotmakehastydecisions;actwith
composureinall matters.Itisadvisableto curb
extravagantspending. Youwillrenovateand
expandyourancestralhome. Competition
inbusinessislikely. Exercise cautioninyour
speechattheworkplace.

)

Yourrespectand standingamongrelatives willincrease.
e 1hereisapossibility ofacquiring paternal
| property.Oldersiblingswill provide financial
N assistance. Vehicle-related issues willbe

resolved. Youwillexpand yourbusiness. You
willreceiveappreciation from superiorsatwork.
Sendfeedback

Youwillactenergeticallytokeep your
promises. Youwillspend generously on those
closetoyourheart. Your physicalhealth willbe
satisfactory. Business will pickup momentum.
Attheworkplace, itisbesttofocussolelyonyour
own tasks.

Youwillreceive pleasant news. Clarity will
“emerge, dispellingany confusion. Yourrespect
andstandingamong maternal relatives will
increase. Thereisa possibility of meeting prom-
inentfiguresin connection with yourbusiness.
Workloadatthe officewill decrease.

Youwillmakeimportantdecisionsafter
consulting with your family. You will benefit
fromyoursiblings. Youwill settleaportion of
anolddebt. Your career willflourish. Business
will pickup,andyouwill attract customersby
employing newstrategies.

Itisadvisabletobefrugal. Avoid argumentswithin the

family. Youmay face someaffectionateyetbothersome
ﬂinterference fromrelatives. Donot make enemiesat
£ LA theworkplace. Competitioninbusiness will
increase; giveimportance to theviews of new

partners.

Youwillactaccordingto thesituation. You
willgetintroduced to prominent people. An
auspicious family event that was previously
postponed willnowbearranged. Youwill
receive theexpectedloanassistance. Therewill
bepeaceattheworkplace,and youwillexpand
yourbusiness.

Theseries of expensesyouhavebeen facing
willnowdecrease. Youwill successfully complete
even challengingtasks. Youwillseek the help of
" influential people for business matters. Superi-
orsatworkwill offeradvice,and colleagues will
respectyou.

ﬁ,, ?f, "}

Youwillresolve certainissuesbyacting with S
foresight. Spouses shouldadoptaspiritof com- ‘
promise. Children willbehaveaffectionately.
Business willflourish. Importantresponsibili-
tieswillbeentrusted toyouatthe workplace.

ouwillresolvean old problem by thinking froma
new perspective. Differences of opinion with

. yourmotherwillberesolved. Youwillmanage
financial shortages effectively. Competitionin
businesswillsubside. Youwillbe recommen

ded foranewpositionatwork, bringing
|increased responsibilities.

Thearrival ofguests will bringliveliness
toyour home. Siblings will share your work-
load. Peoplein positions of authority will offer
assistance. Youwill findanewbusiness partner.
Youwillhave the opportunity to meet prominent
figuresin connection with your work.

Indonesia’s Krakatoa

Volcano Eruption

6 Airports Closed; Over
300 Flights Affected
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]AKARTA:Followmgthe eruptzon ofIndoneszasAnak
Krakatoavolcano, six airports have been closed, and the
operations of more than 300 flights have been disrupted.
Operationsatsixairports, includingthe capital Jakarta, were
temporarily suspendedyesterday. Aftervolcanicash spread
through theairspace, Jakarta’s Soekarnoe»Hatta Internati-
onal Airporttemporarily halted servicesstartingat5:30AM
localtime. Consequently, approximately 22,800 passengers
were affected in a single day. Flights to international cities
suchas Singapore, Hong Kong, Sydney, Amsterdam, Seoul,
Doha, and Kuala Lumpur, aswell as domesticflights to cities
like Bali and Surabaya, were cancelled. Some flights were di-
vertedtootherlocations. Passengers waited in long queues
atthe airportsto claim refunds andretrieve their luggage.
Followingthevolcaniceruption, two large ash clouds have
been detectedviasatellite imagery. One of these ash clouds
rose to a height of approximately 20,000 feet (6,100 meters),
affecting Jakarta andits surrounding areas. Another large
ash cloudroseto an altitude exceeding 50,000 feet (15,200
meters) andis spreading over the Sunda Strait and parts of
theIndian Ocean.
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Drug & freelndiato berealized
by 2029: Amit Shah asserts

PANAJI: Union Home

Minister AmitShahhasstat-
edthatadrug&freeIndiawill
berealized bytheyear2029.
Speakingtoreportersin Pa-
naji, Goa, yesterday, hesaid:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modihassetagoal tobuild
adeveloped Indiaby2047.
Creatingadrug&freeIndia
isessential for thisobjective.
UnderPrime Minister Narendra

Modi’sguidance,wehave
successfullyeradicated
Naxalextremismacross
the country. Specifically,
terrorismhasbeensup-
pressedinKashmir,and
Left&wingextremism
hasbeeneliminatedin
' theNortheastern states.
Naxaland Maoistextre-
mismhavebeenwiped
outinvariousotherstatesas
well. Alongthe Maoist corri-
dorstretchingfrom Tirupati
to Pashupati,alargenumber
ofextremistshavelaid down
theirarmsand surrendered
tosecurityforces. Justaswe
eliminated Naxal extremism,
wewilleradicate drugabuse
acrossthenation. A drug&free
Indiawillberealized within

thenextthreeyears—by2029.
The Central Governmenthas
formulated variousschemes
toachievethis.

Onehundredinternat-
ional groupsareinvolvedin
drugtraffickingacrossvarious
Indianstates; all suchillicit
groups willbe eliminated.
Onehundredindividualsimp-
licated indrugtrafficking cases
arecurrentlyhidingabroad.
Theywillallbebroughtbackto
Indiaand madetofacejustice.
Priorto2014, measurestaken
againstdrugtraffickingwere
limited in scope; however,
since the BJP government
assumed officeatthe Centre,
massive operationsagainst
drugtraffickinghavebeen
undertaken.

A newunitnamed the
Anti&Narcotics Task Force
(ANTF)hasbeenestablished
andisoperationalacrossall
statesand Union Territories.
Furthermore, the Narcotics
ControlBureau (NCB)isbe-
ingstrengthened; notably, the
number of officersand staff
withinthe organization has
beensignificantlyincreased.
Morethan 1,400 officersfrom
centralandstatesecurityforces
areworkingin collaboration
with Interpol, theinterna-
tional police organization.
Thisinitiative will intensify
anti&drugoperations. Tre-
atmentand counseling are
beingprovidedtorescueyoung
peoplestrugglingwith drug
addiction; thisiswhathestated.

5 Dead After Amazon Cargo Plane
Barrelled Off Runway at Miami Airport

MIAMI:An Amazoncargo
planebarrelled offarunwayat
Miami International Airport
onSunday, killing at least five
peopleasit struck vehicles
and burstinto flames, auth-
oritiessaid.

Theaircraft overranthe
runwayaround2pmafterar-
rivingfrom San Juan, Puerto
Rico. Fivepeople werekilled,
three critically injured and
two othershospitalised with
less severe injuries, Miami-
&Dade County officials told
anews conference.

Miamiofficials said Sun-
day afternoon that it wastoo
soon todeterminewhetherthe
peoplewho diedwereonboard
theplane orinthevehiclesthe
planehit. Thecrash, whichsent
thick black smoke billowing
intothe sky, trapped the pilot
and copilotinthe cockpitand

someoccupantsin cars, said
Miamié~Dade Rescue Fire Chief
RayJadallah. The agencysaid
another person wastrapped
underavehicle. It also halted
flights at the busy travel hub
formuchoftheafternoon. Fire
crewswerestilldealingwitha
fuelleak ontheplaneseveral
hours after the crash, Jadall-
ahsaid. The Prime Air plane
cametorestbesidearoadway
neartwo semietrucks, images
from the scene showed. The
aircraftappearedto beresting
onitsbellyandwaslargelyin-

tactdespzte the ﬁre The ﬂzght
hadbeen operated by 21 Air,
acargo carrier based in North
Carolina. The 32¢yearérold
Boeing 767 wasoriginally built
tocarrypassengersand flew
forseveral airlines for more
thantwo decades before being
convertedtoacargoplanein
2015, accordingtoflightértrac-
kingsite Flightradar24. About
250flights were delayed at the
airportlateafternoon Sunday,
accordingto FlightAware, a
website that tracks flight dis-
ruptions. The National Tran-

12 Die After Consuming lllicit
Liquorin MadhyaPradesh

CM Orders Strict Action

BHOPAL Twelvepeople
tragicallylosttheirlivesafter
consumingillicitliquorin Ma-
dhyaPradesh. Several others
areundergoingtreatmentand
remainincritical condition.
Thenightbeforelast, several
men from Barajvillageinthe
Sagardistrictof MadhyaPrad-
eshpurchasedand consumed
illicitliquorsoldinthearea.
Subsequently, theybegan
suffering from symptoms
suchasnauseaand vomiting.

Theirfamiliesimmediat-

Civil Hospital. Similarly,
manyindividuals from two
neighboringvillageswerealso
admittedtothesamehospital
with the same symptoms.
Theywerelater referred
to Bundelkhand Medical
College and the Sagar Dis-
trict Hospital foradvanced
treatment. Despitereceiving
intensive medical care, 12
ofthem succumbed to the
effects. Many othersremain
incritical condition, raising
concernsthatthedeathtoll

onthematter, Dr. Devesh Ba-
tharia, ChiefHealth Officer
atSagar Hospital, said, “Tw-
elve peoplewho consumed
illicitliquor havelost their
lives. We have dispatched

+ teams comprisingdoctors
“ andnursesto theaffected

villages.Individuals whose
healthhasbeen compromised
areurgedtoconsultadoctor
iftheyhave consumedany
typeofliquor withinthelast
24to48hours”

State Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadavhasannounced
thatajudicialinquiryhas
beenorderedinto thein-
cident. He stated, “I have
instructed officials to take
immediateaction, enforce
stringentmeasures,and con-
ductathoroughinvestigation
regarding theillicitliqu-
orissue. Our governme-
ntwill never tolerate such
incidents”

elyrushedthemtotheBanda

couldrisefurther. Speaking

Continuousrainfallin Biharhas caused the Punpun River—atributary ofthe
Ganges—toflood. The floodwaters have crossed the danger mark; rising high
enoughtotouchtherailwaybridge builtacrosstheriver.Apassengertrainis
seen crossingthe bridge. Location: Patna.
|

sportation Safety Board said
itissendinga team to Miami
led by Chairwoman Jennifer
Homendytoinvestigate.

Amazonsaidin astate-
ment that it would cooperate
withanyinvestigation. “We're
heartbrokentolearnthatfive
peoplelost theirlivesintoday’s
incident at Miami Internati-
onal Airport,” the company
said. “Our deepest sympathies
goout to the families, loved
ones, and allthose affected by
this devastatingloss.” Jackson
Lee, who runsan electronics
shop nearthe crashssite, went
outside with four colleagues
afterthe crashand saw smoke
risingnearthe airport’s fenc-
es, Leesaid. “We hear planes
takingoffand landingevery
Sfiveminutes. IthoughtI'dgot
usedtoit, Leesaid.

“Inever thought it could
comethisclosetous.”

neighbors?
ations.

september 7 Colombia 2026

Colombian Woman Buys
TwoHouses by Selling
Neighbors’Secrets Armenia

Mir‘iam1 ab?8yearg&old woman from Ar-
meniain Colombia®s Quindio department-
has turned the collection and sale of se-
crets from neighboring households into
abusiness- She has purchased two houses
using the income genera-
ted fromthisactivity-
She spends her days si-
ttingoutside her home-
keenly observing her
convers-
Toverify the
authenticity of the
information she gat-ﬁ
hers. shemaintains a §iz
private archive at ho-
me containing photographs and notes-
She sells juicy local details—such as
accounts of extramarital affairs and
family disputes—to interested parties
for a feei onone occasion. she charged
approximately ?700-.000 Colombian pes-
os (roughly 21.073) to keep a person’s
secret. Miriam states that this unusu-
al professionnot only helps cover her
daily expenses but also enabled her to
purchase two houses. She showed her au-
dience a large cashbox filledwith the
currency she earned by peddling gossip-
Although therewas initial oppositionto
her actionsa Miriam—known as the “Queen
of Gossip™—continues toenjoy great su-
ccessinthis field. thanks to her years
Qf experience and solid evidence-

Consecration Cerem-ony: Mounted police
deployed for security at Madurai Meenakshi

AmmanTemple.

Minister Rajmohan Conducts
Scuba Dlvmg Survey

MAYILADUTHURAL:
Minister for School Edu-
cationand Archaeology,
Rajmohan, inaugurated
thethird phase of deep-
&sea excavation workat
Poompuharyesterdayby
conductingascubadive.
Touncover theantiquity of

ancient Tamil civilization, /§§

the TamilNadu Archaeo- ,‘ .

logy Department—with *f§
theassistanceoftheIndian
Maritime University—
had previously conducted
marine excavationsintwo
phases during March 2025
and March 2026 offthe coast
ofPoompuharin Mayiladut-
huraidistrict.
Duringthoseefforts, st-
ructures belonging to the
submerged ancient city of
Poompuhar—such asbuil-
dings, perimeter walls,and
roads—as well as pottery
shardsand bricks were di-
scovered;a 17th&centu-
ryship wasalsoidentified.
Againstthisbackdrop,and
inaccordance with the Tamil
Nadugovernment’sdirective,
thethird phase of excavation
work commenced yesterday
inthedeep&seaarea,locat-
ed 6 km offthe Poompuhar
coast. Tamil Nadu Minister
for School Education and
Archaeology, Rajmohan,and
the Director ofthe Archaeol-
ogyDepartment, Jayaseelan,
inaugurated thethird phase
ofunderwater excavationsby
divingintothedeepseausing
scubagear; theypersonallyin-
spectedand surveyed thesite.
Subsequently,a25&member

team ledbymarlneresearch

consultant Professor Rajan
and comprising Archaeology
Department Joint Director
Yatheeshkumar, retired Jo-
int Director Sivanandam,
official Vasanthakumar, and
scubadivers—venturedinto
theseaaboard amotorized
boatand two fiber boats.
Equipped with state&of&-
the&artdivinggearandun-
derwater cameras, they con-
ducted furtherexplorations.
Later, speakingtoreportersat
the Poompuharharbor, Mi-
nister Rajmohan stated that
Poompuharholdsaunique
placeinhistoryasatreasure
troveofartand culture.
Henoted thatpotterysh-
ardsused by Tamilsaswellas
those offoreign origin were
discovered duringthe excav-
ation. The presenceof pottery
fromvariousnationssuggests
thatPoompuharwasamajor
huboftrade, culture,andart-
—acityofimmensehistorical
significance. Underwater
constructionwallsandring
wellshavebeendiscovered.
Evidence confirmingthat
Tamils livedand conducted

trade here for m111enn1a has
been found. Marinearcha-
eological excavations will
continueatPoompuhar. The
truth that Tamilsverethe ones
whotaughtcivilizationtothe
worldwillberevealed. Weare
onthevergeofprovingthatthe
pointwheretheIndus Valley
civilizationleftoffand the po-
intwhere Sangam literature
beganareoneandthesame.
Hestated that Poompuharwo-
uldshineontheglobalstage.
Furthermore, the Minister
stated, “Regardingtheissue
ofpaddysacksgettingwetin
therain, wewill speak tothe
concerned officialsand take
swiftaction.
Thedemandsoftemporary
teacherswillbe met. Private
schools must transparently
announce their feestructures.
Stepswillbetakentoforma
committeeheadedbyaretired
judgetomonitor this” TVK
District Secretary Gopinath
andother partyfunctionaries
werepresent. Theinspection
ofthe Tharangambadiarea
was cancelled because the
Ministerbecame exhausted
afteraboatrideatsea.
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The Nat|onal Eye Donation Fortnightis observed annuallyfromAugustZSto

September 8. To mark this occasion, an eye donation awarenessrally was

heldyesterday atElliot'sBeachin BesantNagar, Chennai, organized by Rajan

Eye Care Hospital (T. Nagar), Rotary Rajan Eye Bank, and the Rotary Club of
Madras (T. Nagar). Health Minister Arunraj flagged off the rally. Many notable
figures participatedinthe event, including Mohan Rajan (Chairmanand Medical
Director, Rajan Eye Care Hospital), SujathaMohan (Director, Rotary Rajan Eye
Bank), Sriram Duvvuri (Rotary District Governor), and actors Shanthanuand

Keerthi Shanthanu.

US Military Releases Video
of Attack on Iraman Ships

TEHRAN: The US mi-

litary released avideo ye-
sterday showing an atta-
ckonIranian oil tankers.
Tensions between the US
andIran have escalated on-
ceagain since August 30.
Againstthisbackdrop, the US
militarylaunched amissile
attack the day before yeste-
rday onKhargIsland, Iran’s
crudeoilexportterminal. In
retaliation, the Iranian mil-
itaryfired missilestargeting
USwarships; these missiles

were destroyed in mid&air.
Inamovetoretaliateagainst
Iran, the USmilitaryattacked
threeIranian oil tankers th-
atwerepassing throughthe
StraitofHormuzin the Gulf
of Oman.

Allthree tankers sank.
Yesterday, the US military
releasedavideo onsocial me-
diashowingashipsinkingat
sea. Theaccompanying post
stated, “Iran’s*Khaylo* shipis
sinkinginthe Gulfof Oman.
Iranian warshipsalreadylie

sunken ontheseabed,and
the*Khaylo*isjoiningthem.
Wethankthe UStroopswho
carriedoutthisprecisestrike.
Inarelatedstatementreleased
yesterday, the Iranian military
said, “Wearedeliveringafitting
responseto UStransgressions.
Wehaveattacked three of that
nation’swarshipsand three
oiltankerslinked tothe US”

. Furthermore, Iranian military

sourcesreported the destr-
uction ofanunmanned US
droneboatthathad entered
the Straitof Hormuzregion.
A special session of the
Iranian parliamentwas he-
ld yesterday, during which
Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibafstated, “Countries
actingagainstIran’sinterests
willfacea fitting retaliation.
Our counter&attacks willbe
swift” Hehasstated thatthis
attackisextremelysevereand
causesintense pain.

International Recognition for BittuTabahi,
Who Cleanedthe River Single Handedly

Invied toWork with aDutch Enwronmental Organization

BHOPAL: Bittu Tabahi
(Surendra Singh Choudh-
ary),a21&year&old college
studentfrom Biaora, Madhya
Pradesh, tooktheinitiativeto
cleanthe Ajnar River—which
flowsthroughthetownandwas

/

heav1ly polluted w1th plastic
waste—entirelyon hisown.
SincelastJanuary,hehasbe-
enenteringtheriver dailyto
remove plastic waste, algae,
and chemicalrefuse.

Whenheshared “before

andafter” photosofthe cleanup
workonsocialmedia, theywent
viral, garneringwidespread
supportforhisefforts. Ami-
dstthis, Boyan Slat,the CEO
of the Netherlands&based
environmental organization
‘The Ocean Cleanup, invited
BittuviaInstagramtojoinand
workwith the organization.
Itis noteworthy that ‘The
Ocean Cleanup’isanon&p-
rofitorganization dedicated
todevelopingand scaling
advanced technologies to
remove plastic pollution from
theworld’soceansandrivers.

Womaninlive-inrelationship beatento
death-Killer thrashed with lathi

BHANAGAR: Astirhas |

been caused in Gujarat after

policeofficersrained baton

blows onamanaccused of §'

beatinghislivee~in partnerto
death, while he wasreenact-
ingthecrimeatabusstation.
Faisal (20), anative of Bhav-
nagar, Gujarat, has pending
casesagainst himinvolving
theft andviolence.

Hehad beenlivingwith
awoman named Kajalben
Paraiya (40) for the past few
years.

Ontheafternoon of Sept-
ember 3, while Kajalben was
standingwith her friend Ravi
atthe Bhavnagar bus station,
anargument broke out when
Faisalarrivedat thescene. En-
raged by adisputeinvolving
suspicions of anillicit affair
and alcohol consumption,
Faisalbrutally attacked Ka-

I
jalben. Her friend Ravi, who
attemptedtointervene, was
also assaulted. The brutal
attack, which lasted sever-
al minutes while onlookers
watched, was captured on
CCTV camerasinstalled at
the bus station. Kajalben,
who had been hospitalized
fortreatment following her
injuries, passed away on Se-
ptember4 asthemedical care
provedineffective. Actingon
acomplaintfiled by Kajalben's

mother, theNzlambagpolzce
registered a murder case aga-
inst Faisal and arrested him.
To examine the manner in
which themurder was comm-
itted, thepolice had the crime
scenereenacted.

Duringthis process, po-
licepersonnel surrounded
Faisalin a crowded public
areaandrained blows on him
withlathis. A video capturing
thisincident is goingviralon
social media.
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PGs Without Rules, Buildings Without Safety

FLASH

Who lees Permission and Whereis

DELHLI: Thefiveerstorey
building collapse in Satya Ni-
ketan, near Delhi University’s
South Campus, thatkilled six
students has once again exp-
oseda problem that extends

farbeyond one building or
oneneighbourhood: India’s
rapidly expanding, poorly
regulated paying guest (PG)
accomodations.

Satya Niketan hasevolved

fromalargely residential col-

onyinto oneof Delhi’s biggest
student accommodation hubs.
With several Delhi University
colleges nearby, easy accessto
themetroand RingRoad, and
farfewer hostelseatsthan the
number of students seeking
accommodation, the neighbo-
urhood has becomealucrative
market for PG operators.

Butinthenarrow lanes
behind the mainroads, the
housing boom has often co-
meat the cost of safety. Large
residential houses have been
dividedintotiny rooms, with
bedspacked tightly together
and common spaces converted
intoadditional accommoda-
tion. Inseveral smaller lanes,
buildings originally designed

for families now function as
informal hostels, housing st-
udents, migrant workers, gig

workers and officee’wgo‘ers,'

Parkingis often noneérexis-
tent, ventilation is poor and
emergency exitsand evacua-
tionroutes areabsent. Thisis
notonlyaDelhiproblem. The
samepatternisvisibleacross
the country & in Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Mumbai
and other majoremployment
and education hubs, where
the demand for affordable
accommodation has fuelled
abooming PG economy.

The problem is not that
every PG is unsafe. Many
operators maintain decent st-
andardsand providestudents
witharelatively affordable and
convenient place tostay. The
concernisthemushrooming
ofunregulated PGsin conges-
tedresidential pockets, where
enforcement and basic safety
standards oftenstruggletokeep
pacewithdemand.

Theeconomics arestraig-
htforward. Therearefarmore
studentsand youngworkers
lookingfor affordable acco-
mmodation available near
employment and educational
hubs. That scarcity hascreated
what someresidentsdescribe
asa PG “mafia” & aloosely
organised, moneyédriven
accommodationecosystemin

the Administration?

. whichlandlordsand operators
| cancommand high rents bec-
ausethey knowthat another
tenantis waiting. A room me-

& antfortwocanbecomearoom

forfour. A common area can
becomeabedroom. A terrace
orbasement can be pressed
into service. And alterations
carried outto accommodate
moretenantscan place addi-
tionalstress on buildings that
werenever designed for such
use. Preliminaryreportsinthe
Satya Niketan collapseindica-
tethat construction work was
underwayinthebasementto
expandthe building’s capac-
ity. That raises an even more
fundamental question: how
closelyaresuch alterations and
conversions beingmonitored?

The safety concerns go
beyondstructural alterations.
Many PGsoperating inside
narrowresidentiallanes have
virtuallyno parkingspace. In
anemergency, thiscan become
aserious problemforfireeng-
ines, ambulances and rescue
teams. Emergency exits are
another concern. In densely
packedproperties, staircas-
escan be narrow, corridors
cluttered and escape routes
poorlymarked. When dozens
ofpeoplearesleepinginsidea
building that was originally
designedasafamilyresidence,
even arelatively smallfire or
structuralfailure can quickly
becomeamassé-casualtyevent.
Yetinspections often happen
after something goes wrong.

Theremoval of PG signboards
across partsof Satya Niketan
after the collapseillustratesthe
familiar pattern: enforcement
becomesvisibleafter atragedy,
rather than beforeit.

What is happeninginin
Delhiis not unique Across
majorurban centres such as
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Che-
nnaiand Mumbai, residential
neighbourhoods closeto unive-
rsities, IT corridors, officesand
transporthubshaveincreasingly
been convertedintoinformal
accommodation clusters. The
tenantshave changedas India’s
urbaneconomy has changed.
Students sharerooms closeto
colleges. Gigworkerslook for
inexpensiveaccommodation
closeto their delivery zones.
Youngemployees choose PGs
becausethey cannot affordin-
creasingly expensiverentsand
deposits. Migrantsarrivingina
cityfortheirfirstjob often find
aPGeasierthannavigatingthe
formalrentalmarket. Forthem,
the PGisnotaluxury.Itisoften
theonlypractical option. That
dependencegives operators
enormousbargainingpower.
Wheneveryextrabedbecomes
abusiness opportunity The
fundamental problemisthe
absence of a uniform, enfor-
ceable safety framework that
keeps pacewiththegrowth of
thisinformalaccommodation
market. A property can effect-
ively become a hostel without
necessarily being designed,
approved or operated like

one. Theresultisadangerous
mismatch: commercialé~scale
occupancyinsideresidentiales-
scale buildings. Themore beds
aproperty canaccommodate,
themoremoney it can make.
Butthebuilding’s staircase does
notbecomewider, its exits do
not multiply and theroad ou-
tside does not become broader
simply because the number of
occupantshasincreased. That
iswherethereal danger lies.
Thebiggerquestionissimp-
le:who allowed these buildings
tooperatethis way, and where
was thelocal administration?
Municipal corporations, local
authorities, police and elected
representatives cannot claim
ignorance ofthese neighbourh-
oods. Theyseetheovercrowded
buildings, unauthorised com-
mercial conversions, blocked
lanes andproperties housing
farmorepeoplethantheywere
designedto accommodate. Yet
suchviolationsareoftenallowed
to continueforyears. Bribery,
politicalpatronage and police
protectionhavelongsurrounded
unregulated local businesses.
Where politicians, policeand
officialslook the other wayin
return formoney The pattern
isdepressingly familiar: aut-
horities wake up only aftera
collapse, fire or death. Inspec-
tionsareordered, signboards
areremoved and enforcement
drivesareannounced. But once
the headlines fade, the same
system often returnse> until
thenexttragedy.

“2,546 new posts created inthe ‘Singappenn’
SpemalTaskForce” — Chief Minister Vijay...

CHENNALI: Chief Minister
Vijay announcedin the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly to-
daythat 2,546 new postshave
been createdforthe Singappenn’
(Lioness) Special Task Force.
Duringthe Assembly session
held overthe past 18 days, a
key event took place on the
3rd (Thursday): the debate
onthedemands for grants for
the Police, Fire, and Rescue
Services Department, which
falls under the purview of
Chief Minister Joseph Vijay.
Thedebate became heated as
the Leader of the Opposition,
UdhayanidhiStalin, and AIA-
DMK Legislature Party Leader
Edappadi Palaniswami, among
others, participated andspoke.
While Leader of the Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin was spe-
aking, Chief Minister Joseph
Vijay rose and said, “I will
provideclear explanationsfor
allthe questionsraised by the
memberson Monday (today).
EvenwhenIamnot physically
present here, I receive infor-
mation about who is asking
what questions. Iwillgiveclear
answerstoeverything. Inow
seek anassurancefromthemon
your behalf: that none ofthem
(DMK members)should get up
andwalkout whenIdoso,”and
subsequently left the Assembly.
Followingathreee+day break,
the Tamil Nadu Legislative

Assembly reconvenedtoday

(Monday)at9:30 AM. Chief \\\

Minister Joseph Vijay began
his speech—respondingto
the debate on the demands

forgrants forthe Police, Fire, __
and Rescue Services Depart-

ment—amidstapplausefrom * -/
TVKMLAs. Speakingonthe |\ [«

occasion, hesaid: “Thepolice
forceformsthefoundation for
thestate’sgrowthandpeace;
progressisrootedin the state’s
tranquility. Industrialinvest-
mentsflowinonlywhenlawand
order arewellé»maintained.
Thepolicemustact asan
adversarytothose who disre-
gardthelaw. Whenagovern-
mentemployeeisarrestedon
corruption charges and their
name appearsinnewspapers
and on television, the news
affectsnotonly theindividual
but their family membersas
well. Therefore, government
employees mustupholdinte-
grityintheirdutiesandensure
that neither they nor their
families face any disrepute.
Atthe sametime, anti¢cor-
ruption agencies have been
instructed to carry out their
statutory duties without any
hesitation. The TVK governme-
ntwillmakeno compromisesin
itsactionsagainst corruption.
Because thedrug culture was
overlooked by previousadm-
inistrations, ithasnow taken

deep rootand expanded; this
hasbecomeamajorsocialissue
for TamilNadu.

This government is fir-
mly committed to putting
anendto the drug culture.
Adedicated antiénarcotics
squad has been established
forthis purpose. So far, we
have merely lopped off a few
branches ofthe drugtree’; we
musteradicateitentirely, right
downtotheroots. Thisisnota
task that can becompletedina
singleday oreveninahundred
days. Actionis being taken thr-
ough 65 anti¢narcotics squads
operatingacrossthe state’s 37
districtsand 9city corporations.
Under antié~narcoticslaws,
3,263 cases have been regis-
tered, and 4,350 individuals
havebeenarrested. Authorities
haveseized 4,846 kilograms of
ganjaand 116,159 narcotic
pills. Theprimary objective of
thisgovernmentisto disman-

=T dedrugtraffickingand
‘ sales networks whileli-
3 beratingour youthfrom
« thegrip ofaddiction.
' Membersofthe Legi-
] slative Assembly have
expressed concernreg-

W arding crimes against
. women andgirls. Two
femaleleaders..” The
TVK government is

the only administration

guided by clear princi-
ples.Itisagovernment
thatviews women asmothers,

elder sisters, younger siste-
rs, and friends. Creating an

environment where women
canlive safely and without
fearisaparamount respon-
sibility of this government.
Thisgovernment aimsnot only

totake action afteracrimehas

occurred but also to prevent
crimes beforethey happen.
To thisend, the ‘Singappenn’

(Lioness) Special Task Force,

focused onthesafety of women
and children, has been establi-
shed, and 2,546 new postshave
been created. Furthermore, they

havebeen provided with 327
fouréwheelers, 109 twoerwh-
eelers,andmodern equipment
worth3357 crore. Through

thesemeasures, 268 criminal

caseshave been registered. A
total of 125 missing women

and children have been safely
rescued andreunited with their

families. Additionally, 37,150
awareness programshave been
conducted, and 21 child ma-
rriages have been prevented.
Opposition members raised
theissue of custodial deaths
during their speeches. A cu-
stodial deathisnot merelya
loss for afamily; itisacritical
issuethat affects public trust
inthe policeforce. Therefore,
instructions have beenissued
toconduct atransparent, im-
partial, and lawful inquiry
into the circumstances surro-
undingany death in custody.
Inaccordancewiththeguid-
elines ofthe National Human
Rights Commission, infor-
mation regarding custodial
deathsisreportedinatimely
mannert, and the necessary
medical autopsies and ma-
gisterialinquiries are being
conducted systematically.
“Ifapolice officer commitsa
wrongdoing, no protection is
granted simply because they
belongtothepoliceforce; thelaw
dischargesitsdutyimpartially,
regardless of whothe offender
is. Ifirmly state that measures
suchas CCTV surveillance,
medical examinations,

technicalmonitoring, and
accountability mechanisms
willbestrengthened with the
aim of completely preventing
custodial deaths.”

Hestated this.

Rahul Gandhicondemns use of firearms against
protesting studentsin Bihar ’

NEW DELHI: A *ba-
ndh* (shutdown) was
observedin BiharonJuly
25with the supportofop-
position parties to protest
againstthe NEET question
paperleak, examination
irregularities, and unemp-
loyment.
Studentsinjuredin police
firing duringaprotestin

Siwandistricttraveled to
Delhilast Thursdayand
metRahul Gandhi, the

Leader ofthe Opposition

inthe Lok Sabha, athisre-

sidence.
Helistenedto their
accountsoftheinjusti-
cetheyfacedand offered
them words of comfort.
Rahul subsequently shared

photosandvideosofthe
meetingonhissocialme-
dia.Intheaccompanying
post,hewrote: “A student’s
legbone was shattered by
police AK&47 fire, destr-
oyinghisdream ofjoining
the Army. Bullets pierced
theshoulders oftwo other
students. Tearfully, the st-
udentsexpressed that their

futureshadbeenruined.
Will Prime Minister Na-
rendraModiand Bihar
Deputy ChiefMinister
Samrat Choudharyan-
swer forthetraumaand
shattered dreamsofthese
students?” Hehas cond-
emned theuseof “bat-
onsandbullets” against
studentsraisinglegitimate

demandsandhasurgedth-
atanindependentinquiry
beconducted.
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addressing a Curtain Raiser Press Conference for 11th Ayurveda Day at National Media Centre, in New
Delhion September07,2026.

Youth Dies After Collision with Car
Carrying Minister Jagadeeswari’s Family

T andsentittothe Chengalpattu

KATTANKULATHUR:
Avyoungmanlosthislifeafter
acarbelongingto Social We-
Ifare Minister Jagadeeswari
collided with his two&w-
heeler onthe GST Roadin
Kattankulathur.

Police stated that the
accidentoccurredwhilethe
Minister’sthree daughters
were traveling by car from
Rajapalayam to Chennai.
Thedeceasedhasbeenide-
ntifiedasIraianbu (26),son
of Sivakumar, aresident of
Chelliamman Koil Streetin
Kattankulathur, Chengalp-
attudistrict. Hewasriding
hisHondaDiotwo&wheeler
towardsthe Kattankulathur
junctionaround midnight. It
isreported thataMarutiErtiga
car, traveling from Rajapal-

ayam to Chennai, collided
with his two&wheeler near
theKattankulathurjunction.
Iraianbuwasthrown fromhis
vehicleand sustained severe
injuries. Police stated thatthe
accidenttook placearound
12:30 AM today. He died at
thescene. Uponreceivingthe
information, the policearriv-
ed,recoveredIraianbu’sbody,

, Government Hospitalfora
post&mortem examination.
The Maruti Ertiga carin-
volvedintheaccidentwas
drivenbyChinna Agni(28),
amember of the Chennai
CityPolice Armed Reserve.
Policesourcesstated thathe
joined theforcein2017andis
currentlyservinginthePu-
dupet Armed Reserve unit.
The Tambaram Traffic Inv-
estigation Wing police have
registeredacasebasedona
complaintfiledbythefamily
ofthedeceased, Irajanbu.
Thepolicestated thata
casehasbeenregisteredunder
Sections286and 106(1) ofthe
BNS(CrimeNo.511/T1/2026).
Theyareinvestigating whe-
thertherearesurveillance

camerasattheaccidentsite,
thespeed ofthecaratthetime
oftheincident,and whether
driver negligence caused the
accident.

Additionally, the police
are gathering detailsrega-
rding the path taken by the
carandthedirectioninwh-
ichthe two&wheeler was
traveling priorto the crash.
Thefactthatafatalityoccur-
redinanaccidentinvolvinga
car—reportedlycarryingthe
Minister’sfamilyanddriven
byan Armed Reservepolice
constable—hascausedastir
intheKattankulathurarea.
Policestated thatdefinitive
informationregardingthe
cause of theaccidentwould
onlybeknownafterathoro-
ughinvestigation.

Army Recruitment Rally Announced
for 11 Districts, Including Coimbatore,
Tiruppur, Dindigul,and Theni

KRISHNAGIRI: AnIndian
Armyrecruitmentrally for

the ‘Agniveer’ category will *

commence in Krishnagiri
onthe25th ofthismonth for
candidatesfrom 11 districts,
including Coimbatore, Nil-

giris, Tiruppur, Dindigul, *
Theni,and Erode. Thisrally

isbeing conducted torecruit
candidates—who haveal-
readyqualifiedintheonline
Common Entrance Exam—
intovariousroles,including
Agniveer Clerk, General
Duty (All Arms), Technical,
Tradesman, and Women
MilitaryPolice. A pressrelease
issued by the ArmyRecruit-
ment Office, Coimbatore,
states: “An Armyrecruitment
rallyisscheduledtobeheldat
the District Sports Stadium
inKrishnagirifromthe25th
ofthismonthto October 7th.

Thisrallyisbeingconducted
torecruitcandidates—who
havealready qualifiedinthe
online Common Entrance
Exam—into categoriessuch
as Agniveer Clerk, General
Duty (All Arms), Technical,
Tradesman, and Women
MilitaryPolice. Candidates
from 11 districts—Coimbatore,
Tiruppur, Salem, Erode, Krish-
nagiri, Dindigul, Namakkal,
Nilgiris, Madurai, Theni,and
Dharmapuri—areeligible

notbe permitted to partici-
pateintherally. Admitcards
forall Agniveer categories
havealreadybeenissued.
Candidates may contactthe
ArmyRecruitment Officein

| Coimbatoreforanydoubts,

toparticipate. Candidates
must mandatorilybringall
documents specifiedin the
recruitmentrallynotification
available on the website www.
joinindianarmy.nic.in. The
required formats for these
documentsarealso provided
within thenotification itself.
Anycandidatearrivingwithout
complete documentation or
withincorrect forms—spe-
cificallythosebringingan
incorrect affidavit—will

J clarifications, orassistance.
¢ | The Armyrecruitmentpro-

cessis fullyautomated and
conductedinafairandtrans-
parentmanner. Candidates
areadvisedtobe cautiousof
toutsand fraudsterswho claim
they canensureselectionor
securerecruitmentinto the
Army. Onlyhard workand
proper preparationwillensure
selectionbased onmeritand
ranking. Toutsandagents play
norolein Armyrecruitment;
therefore, candidates should
notfallpreytothefalse prom-
isesmadebysuchindividuals
oragencies.”

Insured forX703 Crore... Lord Vinayaka
Shinesin 66 kg of Gold and335kg of Silver

MUMBAI: Mumbai’s
wealthiest GSB Mandal Vinaya-
kaidol—adorned andgleaming
with66kgofgoldand335kg
of silver ornaments—has been
insured for3703 crore. The
Kings Circle GSB Seva Mandal,
regarded as Mumbai'srichest
Vinayaka Mandal, is gearing
uptocelebrateits 72nd annual
Vinayaka Chaturthifestival
withgreatgrandeur over five
days, fromthe 14thtothe 18th
ofthis month. During thefesti-
val, the Maha Ganapati’idol

coverage amount has been
raised toI703.27 crore this
yeartoenhancesecurity and

installed herewillbeadorned  facilities. Thisinsurancecovers

withover66kgofgoldjewelry
and335kgofsilver ornaments
offered by devotees. Whilethe
Mandalhadsecuredinsurance
worth3474 crorelast year, the

theinstalled Vinayakaidol,
thegold andsilver ornaments
adorningit, andthe precious
gemstones. Additionally, insur-
ance coveragehasbeenarranged

forthelives ofthe devoteesand
volunteersattendingthefestival.
Speakingonthis, the Mandal’s
spokesperson, Amit Pai, said,
“Asaresponsible organiza-
tion, itis our duty to ensure
the safety of every devotee
attending the festival and
to protect their belongings.

That iswhy we have opted for
this mega insurance plan.”
Thefirstlook of this Vinayaka

: idol—crafted entirely from
~ eco-friendly materials—will be

unveiledto devoteesfor thefirst
timeonthe 12that8 PM during
aneventtitled Virat Darshan’.
Duringthis five-day festival,
*Annadhanam* (freefood)
willbeprovidedto over40,000
devoteesdaily, and *Prasadam*
will be distributed to more
than 200,000 people in total.
Furthermore, festivalorganizers
haveannouncedthat, starting
this year, digital receipts will
beissuedinstead oftraditional
paperreceiptstoreduce paper
usage and promote environ-
mentalawareness.
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Isolated criminalincidents donotamounttoa
‘breakdown of law and order in the state’

currenceofacrimecannot be

equatedto abreakdown of |

law and order acrossthe enti-
restate. Thereis adistinction
betweenisolated criminal
incidents andthe overall law
and order situation ofthe sta-
te,”stated Chief Minister Vijay
in the Legislative Assembly.
Chief Minister Vijay responded
today (Sept. 7) inthe Assembly
toquestionsregardinglaw and
orderraised by MLAs from
various parties during the
debate on demands for gran-
ts for the Police and Fire and
RescueServicesdepartments.
The Assembly convened at
9:30 AM today. Amidst the
proceedings, opposition party
members created asignifica-
ntcommotion, insistingona
discussionregardinglaw and
order. Government bills were
passedwhilethey continuedto
raisetheirvoicesontheissue.
Followingthis, Chief Minister
Vijay began hisreply.

“A state’s progressis not
determined solely by the con-
struction ofroadsorthe esta-
blishment ofindustries. True
progressliesinhow safely and
fearlesslyevery citizen of the
state lives. When law and
order are wellémaintained,
industrialinvestments flow
in, newjobopportunitiesare
created, andthe tourism sec-

CHNNAL “Themereoc-

tor flourishes. Consequently,
womenand the youth can fr-
eely participatein education
and employment. Thus, the
policeforceisnotmerely an
agencyforarrestingcriminals;
itisapivotalinstitution that
serves as the foundation for
the state’seconomic growth,
social harmony, investme-
nt climate, and public trust.
Forthosewhorespectandabide
by thelaw, thepoliceforce acts
asatrustedfriend; conversely,
forthosewhoviolate the law,
it mustserveas a formidable
adversarythatinstills fear.
Apoliceofficer must em-
body both these qualities.
Thisgovernment accordsthe
highest priority to creating
an environment where po-
licepersonnel can perform
their duties honestly—mai-
ntaininglaw and order—w-
ithout fear or interference.
Thaveemphasizedthat there
mustbenoundueinterference
from any quarter—be it the
Chief Minister, ministers, or

b Vo ¥

government officials—in the
lawfulactions of the police. This
government’s stanceis clear:
action must be taken against
offendersregardless of theirid-
entityorpolitical affiliation, for
everyoneisequal beforethelaw.
Manymembersof this House
haveexpressedtheirviewsre-
gardingthelawérandérorder
situationin Tamil Nadu.
Evenwhensuchviewsare
critical of thegovernment, we
treat these concernsaboutpublic
safetywith theutmost responsi-
bility. Wewillexamine thefacts
andacceptvalidpoints without
any bias or discrimination.
In Tamil tradition, good go-
vernance and justice hold a
placeof supremeimportance.
Regardingthe administration
oflaw and order, thegreat Th-
iruvalluvar articulated long
ago that proper governance
entails deliveringjustice im-
partially—after thorough
examination and without
favoringany party. Former
Chief Minister Kamaraj cham-

pionedhonestadministration,
former Chief Minister Anna
advocatedforaproepeople
government, andformer Chief
Minister MGR stood for the
upliftment of the poor and
downtrodden..” Heemphas-

‘ izedthe welfare of the people.
| Whentheideas of thesefig-

ures are viewed collectively,
it becomes clear that the po-
lice force should not merely
represent authority; rather,
it should stand as a symb-
olofpublicsafety and trust.
There needs to be a shift in
perspectiveregarding crime.
Themereoccurrenceofacrime
doesnotimplythatthelawand
order situation of the entire
statehas collapsed; thereisa
distinction between isolated
criminalincidents and the
overallstate oflaw and order.
“Regardingtheuse of obscene
language towardswomen—I-
ately, a ‘river of obscenity’and
a ‘river of vitriol’ have been
flowingin Tamil Nadu. The
publiciswitnessingthis. People
areobservingtheuse of dou-
bleandeventripleentendres
whenspeakingabout women.
Fromnow on, ifanyone spea-
ks crudely about women, the
lawwilltakeits course. Before
engaginginsuch speech, one
shouldthink ofthe womenin
one’sown family,” Chief Min-
ister Vijay warned.

An opportunity missedfor20years...
India returns totheU &20A5|an Cup

TASHKENY:
TheIndian U&20 team has
qualified for the mainrou-

nd ofthe U&20 Asian Cup |

footballtournamentaftera
gap of 20 years. India faced
Bangladeshinthefinalmatch
ofthe Group Bqualifiersheld
yesterdayin Tashkent. Entering
the match withamust&win

objective, the Indian team |

playedimpressively fromthe
verybeginning. Danny Meitei
LaishramputIndiainthelead
byscoringagoalinthe25th
minute. Inthe 60th minute,
Vishal Yadavscoredabrilliant
goaltoextend India’slead to
2&0. Subsequently, substitute
Mohammed Arbashscored

in the 79thminute, securing

a3&0victory for India. With
thiswinagainst Bangladesh,
Indiaaccumulated 6 points
from 3 matches;however, their
qualificationdepended onthe
outcome ofanother match.

Inthe subsequent matchbe—
tween Syriaand Uzbekistan,
Uzbekistan defeated Syria 3&0.
ThisresultconfirmedIndia’s
qualification. Uzbekistanto-
pped Group Bwith9points,
whileIndiafinished second

with 6 points,and Sy-
| ria took third place.
Bangladesh finished
lastwithoutsecuring
| any points. With the
|| sevenbest second&-
placed teamsacross
| eightgroupsadvanc-
| ingto the Asian Cup,
Indiasecureditsspot
asoneofthoseseven
< )| teams. Indialastplayed
inthe U&20 Asian Cup
~ in2006;after failing to
qualifyfor the subsequent 20
years, thatlongwaithasnow
cometoanend. The U&20
Asian Cupisscheduledtobe
heldin Chinafrom March 24
to April10,2027.

[fIwereto openly reveal who confined the two
[UMLMLAsinthe hotel and kept guard over them

CHENNAIL:IUML
Minister Shahjahanstated
thatifhe wereto publicly
disclose theidentities of
thosewho confinedhim
andhisfellow IUMLMLA
inahotel —whileattempt-
ingtolure them with offers
of croresof rupees—it
would makeitimpossible
foranyoneto continuein
politics. Healsorefuted
claimsby DMK members
that VaniyambadiMLA
Syed FarooqBashahad
criticized the DMKby
allegingtheyengagedin
horse-tradingto prevent
Vijayfrombecoming
Chief Minister. Shahjahan
clarified that DMK mem-
bershad distorted Basha’s
remarksmadeinthe As-
sembly; Bashahad merely
recounted whathehad said
atapublicmeetingin Tiru-
vannamalai—that DMK
membershadthreatened

TUMLMLAsand offered
them croresofrupeesand
ministerial posts—but
thiswasbeing misrepre-
sentedasanallegation that
TVK (Tamizhaga Vettri
Kazhagam)wasinvolved
inhorse-trading. “Idid
notspeakillofanyone. The
DMK had planned tomake
the ATADMK leader the
ChiefMinister on May 7th.
Ourleader, Kader Mohi-
deen, refusedtoaccept
this. Imerelyreiteratedin
our party meeting what
hehadalreadystatedinan

Shahjahan’sremarks

ernmentledbythe ATAD-
MK, given theiralliance
with the BJP. Following
this, thetwo of us were
confinedinahotel on May
[ 8th. Ifwe weretoopenly
revealwhothreatened

# | andguardedus,orwho
1% confined usinthathotel,

interview; Shahjahan said.
Atthatpoint, AIADMK
memberscausedacommo-
tion. Subsequently, Minis-
ter for Minorities Welfare
Shahjahanspoke, clarifying
thatthe AIADMKhadno
connectionto thisspecific
issue. Heexplained thaton
May7th, DMK members
haddecided tomakethe
ATADMK eader the Chief
Ministerand had conveyed
thisproposal totheirleader,
Kader Mohideen.
“Ourleader stated thatwe
would notsupportagov-

| noonewouldbeableto
engagein politics” “We
extended our supportto
TVKpreciselyto prevent
theimposition of Gover-
nor’srule. TVKiscurrently
runninganadministration
freefrom corruption,’
stated Shahjahan. Aad-
hav Arjunaimmediately
interjected, noting thatthe
twoIlUMLMLAshadbeen
confinedatthe Accord
Hotel—apropertyowned
byDMKMP Jagathrak-
shakan—andstated thatan
inquirywouldbeconduct-
edregardingtheir confine-
ment.
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