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Projectsworth¥35,000
croreinVadodara, Gujarat

VADODARA: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated projects worth
Rs 35,000 crorein Vadodara,
Gujarat, yesterday. Healso
laid the foundation stones
for several other projects.
The Western Dedicated Fr-
eight Corridor project was
announced duringthetenure
of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh buthad
remained stalled for several
years. Afterassumingoffice
in2014, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modiexpedited the
workon this project. Under
thisinitiative, freight corri-
dorsarebeing constructed
to connect Delhi, Uttar Pr-
adesh, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Gujarat,and Maharashtra.

Aspartofthiseffort, freight
corridors connecting Sanand
(North) to Makarpura, New

Ambarganto New Saphale, |

and Saphaleto JNPT have
been constructed.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiinaugurated these new
freightcorridorsatafunction
heldin Vadodara, Gujarat,
yesterday. The totallength
ofthesecorridorsis 326 km.
Arailwaylinehasbeenlaid
coveringasignificant dist-
ance. Furthermore, helaid
the foundation stone for
various projectsrelated to
railandroadinfrastructure.
Speakingattheevent, Prime

Prime Mmlster Modl maugurated it

notevenasinglekilometer of
trackwaslaid. Project work

! gained momentumafterthe

BJP governmentassumed
officein mid&2014. Cur-

. rently, 2,800 kilometers of

freight corridorshavebeen
constructed. Farmersfrom
Easternand Northern Ind-
iaarebenefiting from this.

& Atpresent,430freighttrains

Minister Narendra Modi jectwas conceptuahzed in However, until 201 4,the
said: “The Western Dedic- 2004, and aspecial entity freightcorridorprojectre-
ated Freight Corridor pro- wasestablished foritin2006. mained merely on paper;

Cauvery Management Authority Orders Karnataka
to Release 6,000 Cusecs of Water to Tamil Nadu

NEW DELHI: The 56th
meeting of the Cauvery
Management Authority

was held yesterdayin Del-

hiunder the chairmanship

of S.K. Haldar. Officials §
from the Water Resources £

Departments of Tamil Na-

du, Karnataka, Kerala,and

Puducherry participated

via video conferencing. i

Duringthe meeting, repres-
entatives for the Tamil Nadu
governmentinsisted that, in
accordance with the Supre-

me Court’sorder regading
Cauvery water sharing,7.8
TMC of water mustbe rele-

thatthe state had notreceived
adequate monsoon rainf-
alland, consequently, was

" unabletoreleasethe water.

§ Rejecting thisargument,

Cauvery Authority Chai-
rman S.K. Haldar ordered
Karnatakatorelease 6,000
cubicfeet persecond (cuse-

® Cs) of waterinto the Cauvery

@8 river for the next 15 days.

the month ofSepteinber,
eveninadroughtyear.
The Karnataka govern-

He directed that this flow
beverified atthe Biligund-
lugaugingstation starting

ased to Tamil Naduduring mentobjected tothis,stating from September 9 (today).

“Must Winthe Bet” Dharapuram, Maduranthakam
By-elections AIADMK Rallles Support!

CHENNAI With |
by-electionsannounced
fortheMaduranthakam
and Dharapuram con-
stituencies, AIADMK §
leaders met TamilNadu
BJP President Nain-
ar Nagendran to seek
support for the polls.
Followingtheassembly
election victory, the
TVK (Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam),led by Vi-
jay, assumed power.
Amidstthis, AIADMK
MULAssplitintotwofactions
duringthe trust vote; one
group supported the TVK
government, whiletheother
opposedit. Amidsttheensu-
inguproar, AIADMKMLAs
representing six constitu-
encies—Maduranthakam,
Dharapuram, Perundurai,
Ambasamudram, Karur,and
Viralimalai—resigned from
their postsoneafteranother
andjoined the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam. Opposition parties
accusedthe TVKofengaging
inhorse-trading. Meanwhile,
thesix MLAsstated thatthey
hadresignedandleftthepar-
tybecause of plans for the
ATADMKand DMK toforma
coalitiongovernment. Earlier,

§
ChiefMinister Vijay, having
wonintwo constituencies,
hadresigned fromthe Trichy
Eastassemblyseat. Seven
assembly constituenciesin
Tamil Naduwere declared
vacant. Legal cases regard-
ingtheelection victoriesin
Trichy East, Perundurai,
Ambasamudram, Viralimalai,
andKarurhavebeenfiledin
the Madras High Court. The
High Courthasissuedan
interim stay onannouncing
by-elections for these seats
until the casesareresolved.
While the caseregarding
the conduct ofby-elections
remains pendingin court,
election dateshavenowbeen
announced specifically for
the Maduranthakam and

Dharapuram constituencies.
Ithasbeenannouncedthat
theby-electionsforthesetwo
assembly constituencies will
beheldonOctober6, withvote
countingscheduled for Octo-
ber9. Thefilingofnomination
papersbeginstoday, September
9,with September 16setasthe
deadline. Thereisimmense
anticipation surrounding
thisevent,asitmarksthefirst
by-election contest for the
TVKpartyledby Vijay. Parties
suchasthe DMK, AIADMK,
and Naam Tamilar Katchiare
strategizingto defeat TVKand
teachthemalesson. Against
thisbackdrop, the AIADMK
planstofield candidates for
theby-electionsin thetwo
constituencies;applications

fromaspiringcan-
didateshavebeen
accepted since
yesterdayand will
continuetobere-
ceived until to-
morrowevening.
Subsequently,
the ATADMK has
' soughtsupport
fromitsalliance
partner, the BJP.
Senior AIADMK
leadersmetwith
BJP functionar-
ies—including State President
Nainar Nagendran—and
handed overaformalletter
requestingthissupport. A del-
egationcomprising AIADMK
leaders K.P.Munusamy, AgriS.
Krishnamurthy, O.S.Manian,
and Dindigul C. Sreenivasan
visited Kamalalayam, the BJP
stateheadquarters. There,
they met Tamil Nadu BJP
President NainarNagendran
and submittedaletter urging
the BJPtobackthe ATADMK
candidatesinthetwoby-elec-
tion constituencies. Sincethe
ATADMKhad previouslywon
boththeseseats, the partyis
preparingto demonstrateits
influenceandteachTVKa
lessoninthese contests.

areoperatingonthe Eastern

7 and Western freight corri-
dors. Duringthe previous

administration, it took six
andahalfhoursforafreight
train to cover adistance of

100 kilometers; now, a fre-
ight train covers the same

distancein 3.15hours” A
double&decker freight tr-
ainisbeingoperated onthe
Mumbai&Vadodararoute;
asingle train on thisroute
cancarry250trucksatonce.

This remarkable progr-
essangers certain “uncles”
They might question what
willhappentotheliveliho-
odoftruckdriversiffreight
istransported byrail. Some
peopleare merely spreading
falsehoods.

Young people will not
get caughtin their web of
deceit. Truth will triumph
over falsehood. India’s youth
willlead our countryonthe

path of development. Since
2014, over 50,000 state&o-
f&the&artrailway coaches
havebeen manufactured.In
contrast, the previousadmi-
nistration failed tobuild even
50,000 toilets overaspan of
tenyears.Indiahasemerg-
edasamanufacturinghub
for railway coaches, metro
coaches,and train engines.
Indian youthareachieving
greatsuccessin the field of
Artificial Intelligence.
Indiamustdominate this
sectorontheglobalstage. A
goalhasbeensettobuilda
developedIndiabytheyear
2047. AllIndians must work
tirelesslytoachieve thisgoal.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modistated this.

TVKDevises Strategy Led by
AadhavArjunaand Sengottaiyan

ia B

CHENNALTVKhasform-
ulatedanewstrategytosecure
victoryin theby&elections
for the Madurantakamand
Dharapuram constituencies.
Teams comprising five minist-
erseach—ledbySengottaiyan
for Dharapuramand Aadhav
Arjuna for Madurantaka-
m—havebeen appointed
andinstructed to oversee
election&related activities.
By&elections forthe Madu-
rantakam and Dharapuram
constituenciesin TamilNadu

are scheduled for October6.

Theby&electionswerenec-
essitated after Maragatham
Kumaraveland Sathyabama,
whohadpreviouslywonre-
presenting the ATADMK,
resigned from their postsand
joined TVK. Thefiling ofno-
mination papersfor thesetwo
constituenciesbegan today.
Amidstthisbackdrop,ame-
eting of parties supporting
TVKisscheduled for this
evening, duringwhichana-
me will be finalized for the

TVK&ledalliance. Conse-
quently, itisanticipated that
TVKwillenter the electoral
fray withrenewed strength.
Withthe DMKand AIAD-
MKalso contesting, thereis
keenanticipationregarding
whowill emerge victorious
inthis three&way contest.
Maragatham Kumaraveland
Thilagabhamaaresettocon-
testagainas TVK candidates,
promptingthepartytodevise
aspecialized strategyfor the
campaign. Fiveministers,led

by Minister Aadhav Arjuna,
havebeenappointedtoover-
seeelectionoperationsforthe
Madurantakam constituency.

Similarly, ateam of five
ministers,led by Minister
Sengottaiyan, willhandleelec-
tionwork forthe Dharapuram
constituency. Ithasalsobeen
reportedthatTVKleader Vijay
willconductroadshowsand
participatein public meetings
inboth constituencies,adev-
elopmentthathasenergized

i TVKcadres.

However, since DMK
and ATADMK candidates
are expected to center the-
ir campaigns on attacking
TVK,thequestionarisesas
towhat strategy TVK will
deviseto counter this. Even
ifthe campaign focuses on
attackingthe DMK to garner
votes, itisworthnotingthat
the ATADMK remainsastrong
forceinboth constituencies;
consequently, Vijaymayfind it
necessarytoaddresstheissue
of EdappadiPalaniswamiin
orderto capture AITADMK’s
votebase.

Singapore Prime Minister Surpasses
Trump! Tops the Listin Salary

SINGAPORE: ThePrime
Minister of Singaporeholds
the top spot globally for the
highest&paid primeminister,
earningmore than US Presi-
dentDonald Trump. Thishas
sparkedinternational debate.
Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wonghasreceived
a64% salaryincrease. This
bringshismonthlyearnings
to32.25crore, resultinginan
annualincome of327 crore.
Thisnew payhike comesinto
effecton October 15.In con-
trast, USPresident Donald

Trump’s monthly salaryis
merely327.8lakh; Lawrence
Wong’ssalaryisseven times
thatamount. Acknowledging
thepublicdebatesurrounding
thisraise, Wongannounced
inParliament thathe would
donatetheadditional salary
amountto charitabletrusts
for thenextfiveyears. With
the Prime Minister receiving
araise, itisexpectedthatot-
herswill follow suit; reports
suggestthatministers’annual
salariescouldbesetbetween
38.22croreand13.46crore.

Similarly, theincomeofajun-
iorministerisexpectedtorise
from368lakhto31.12crore.
While thismayappeartobe
amassivesalaryhikeatfirst
glance, thelasttimeministe-
rs’salarieswereincreasedin
Singaporewasin2012.Even

-l

then, theproposedincrease
wasreduced by 36% due to
publicopposition. Subse-
quently, scheduled salary
commissionreviewsin2017
and 2023 were postponed due
toeconomicconditions. On
the otherhand, Prime Minis-
ter Lawrence Wong’ssidehas
explainedthatthissalaryhike
isnecessarytoretaintoptalent
inpoliticsand to completely
prevent corruption, given
thesignificantriseinsalaries
withintheprivatesectorand
thejudiciary.
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Today horoscope

Youwillidentifyand distance yourselffromthose
whohavebeenacting covertly. Your words will
gainsupportwithin thefamily. Relativesfrom
your father’sside will seek you out. Youwill receive
supportfrom colleaguesatworkandattend tothe
maintenance of yourhomeand vehicle.
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Youwill promptly fulfillthe needs of your family mem-
"% bers.Understanding the familysituation, your
childrenwill conductthemselvesresponsibly.

/ \
Youwillreplaceoldelectricalappliances with new
onesandinitiate effortsto expand yourbusiness.

Avoidstarting newventures. Itisadvisable
tobeaccommodating with familymembers.
Therewillbemoderate profitsin business.
Unexpected expenses maylead toasituation
whereyouneed toborrowmoney. Youmayface
someaffectionateyetbothersomeattention
fromneighbors.

Planned tasks willbe completed swiftly.
Yoursocial circleand external contacts will
expand. Youwillmake effortstosettle old debts.
Legalmattersthathadbeen dragging on will
concludefavorably. Unnecessary running
aroundand tensioninbusiness will subside.

Youwillfeelasurge of self-confidence.
‘Solutions willbe found for existing family con-
fusions. Youwill fulfillyour children’s wishes.
Siblings will provide timely assistance. Business
willyield moderate profits. Youwillacquire
artisticitemsor collectibles.

Youwillreceiveassistance fromthe
sources youapproach. Youwillfindamicable
solutionsto property-related issues. Youwill
attend special eventshosted by prominent
figures. Thoselooking forahomewillfinda
well-equipped property. Youwill gain profits
fromstockmarkettrading.

Your administrative skills will shine. Along-awaited
sumofmoney willreach you. Youwillacquireart
objects. Youwillidentifyand encourage your
children’stalents. Job seekers will find employment
inagood company.

[T an N
L

Fatigue will vanish,and you will feel rejuve-
nated. Issuesinvolving your elder brother will
beresolved. Youwill deliberate on purchasinga
houseorland. Youwill planvisitsto
holyplaces. Youwill gainnew customersin

yourbusiness.

Youwillsuccessfully complete even chal-
lengingtasks. Along-delayed payment willbere-
| ceived. Differences of opinion between husband
and wifewill cometoanend. Youwilldiscuss your
children’s future. Youwillundertakeasudden
journey.

Minor familyissues mayresurface. Anytask & 50,
youundertake will face delaysbefore completion
Donotinterfereinother peoplesaftairs. Exercise

caution while driving. Youmayface the wrath of b

asuperioratwork.

Youwillattend auspiciouseventsatrelatives’
homes. A joyfulatmospherewill prevailin
the family. Youwill purchase clothesand
jewelry. Youwillhappily meetchildhood
friends. Financialinflowwill be satisfactory.
Youwillengageinspiritual activities.

Youwillachieveyour goalsthrough gentle
speech. Youwillhelprelativesand friendsbyun-
derstandingtheir needs. Thearrival of guests will
makeyourhomelively. A good marriagealliance
willbe found for your daughter. You will skillfully
handle competitioninbusiness.

German Language Training
for Tamil Nadu Youth

Minister Thennarasu Announces

CHENNAI: While annou-
ncinginitiatives from the Chief
Minister regardinghis departm-
ent, Minister for None»Resident
Tamils Welfare, Thennarasu,
stated the following: The public

facesdifficulties in registering
grievance petitions, tracking
their status, and ascertaining
theactions taken on them via
the Chief Minister’s Help Centre website.
Therefore, an Alpowered chatbot and an interactive voicee~bot
servicewill beintroduced on the Chief Minister’s Help Centre webs-
ite. Anannualfund of 32.18 crore will be allocatedfor this purpose.
Funds amountingto 330 lakhwill be allocated to install
digital kiosks at all District Collector offices and the Che-
nnaiSecretariat. The monthly cash assistance provided to
SriLankan Tamils livingin camps willbeincreased: the
head of the family will receive 71,800, adults (aged 12 and
above) 31,200, and children under 12 years of age T600.
The educational assistance provided to the chil-
dren of camperdwelling Sri Lankan Tamils  for higher
education will beincreased by 32,000 for all courses.
Anewawardtitledthe Vetri Tamilar Award’ (Successful Tamil
Award) will beinstituted to honour None~Resident Tamils
who provide assistance for the welfare of Tamilslivingabroad.
AnAlerbased, instant global platform named IGM’ will
becreated for overseas employment opportunities. Free
German language training will be provided to the youth.
The monthly financial assistance for exéservicemen and
widowswill beraisedto6,000. Hestated these details.

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) hasalleged
thattheKerala&based mining
company, Cochin Minerals
and Rutile Limited (CMRL),
madeirregularfinancial tra-
nsactionsamounting to32.78
croreto Exalogic Solutions—a
now&defunctcompanyowned
byT. Veena, daughter of former

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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CorruptionAllegation:
EnforcementDirectorate writes toregister

FIR against Pinarayiand his daughter

Kerala Chief Minister Pinar-
ayi Vijayan—under the guise
of “IT consultancy services”
LastJune, the ED conducteda
searchinvolving Veenaatthe
rented residencein Thiruva-
nanthapuramwhere Pinarayi
Vijayanlived. Subsequently,
inastatementreleasedin
August, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) revealed

thathandwritten notes co-
ntaining details offinancial
transactionsinvolving Dubai
wereseized duringsearches
conducted against Veena.
Reportsindicatethat,based
onevidencegathered during
theinvestigationandsearch-
es,the ED haswrittento the
Kerala Director General of
Police (DGP) requestingthe

Local 09.09.2026 OutStation10.09. 2026|

registration ofan FIR against
former Kerala ChiefMinister
Pinarayi Vijayan, his daughter
T.Veena,and hisson&in&la-
w—CPI(M)leader P.A. Moh-
amed Riyas—amongothers.
TheEDsentthisletterbasedon
information obtained under
Section 66(2) of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act(PMLA).

27 1AS Officers Transferred

CHENNATI: Twenty&s-
evenIASofficers,including
Commissioner of Revenue
Administration Murugana-
ndamand School Education
Department Secretary Chandr-
amohan, havebeentransferred.
ChiefSecretary Saikumar
issued theorderregarding
thesetransfers.

Accordingly, Dharmendra
Pratap Yadav (formerly Chai-
rman of TANSI) hasbeenapp-
ointedasSecretaryofthe Rural
Development Department;

P.Chandramohan (formerly
School Education Secretary)
asCommissioner of Revenue
Administration;and N. Muru-
ganandam (whoheldthelatter
post) as Chairman of TANSL
J.Innocent Divya, forme-
rly Managing Director of
Co&optex, hasbeenappoi-
ntedas Secretary ofthe Sch-
oolEducation Department.
Additionally, Perambalur
Collector Sharanya Arihas
beenappointed as Virudh-
unagar Collector; F. Abdul

Rasik (Sub&Collector, Pon-
neriDivision) as Perambalur
Collector;

and V. Nalla Sivam (Su-
b&Collector, Chengalpattu
Division)as Tiruppur Colle-
ctor. T. Mohan (formerly MD
of MTC) hasbeenappointed
as Additional Secretary, Home
Department; V.P.Jeyaseelan
(Directorof Tourism)asMD of
MTC; Saravana Velraj (MD of
TAMIN) as Commissioner of
Stationeryand Printing; Ajay
Yadav(MD of Aavin) as Co-

mmissioner of Civil Supplies;
and Sivarasu (Director of Civil
Supplies)as Director of Aavin.
T.N. Venkatesh (Secretary,
Handlooms Department)
hasbeenappointedas MD
of TIDBITCO;K.S. Kanda-
samy (MD of TAHDCO) as
MD of TAMIN; and Kavitha
Ramu (MD of TIDBITCO) as
MD ofthe Tamil Nadu Skill
Development Corporation.
Atotalof27IAS officershave
beentransferred across Tamil
Nadu.

Auto & rickshaw meter fares to berevised
soon: Minister Vijay Tamilan Parthiban

CHENNAI: Minister
Vijay Tamilan Parthiban has
stated thatstepswillsoonbe
taken toreviseauto&ricks-
haw meter fares. Speaking
yesterdayin the Legislative
Assemblyduringthedebate
on demands for grants for
departmentsincludingthe
Transport Department, Latha
(CPI&M MLA fromKilvelur)
said, “Tomeet the needs of
Tamil Nadu’s current popu-
lation, 30,000 buses should
be operated; however, only
20,500are currentlyinservice.
Thenumber ofbusesmustbe
increasedinproportiontothe
population. Pensionerssho-
uldreceivetheirretirement
benefitsontheverydaythey
retire. Inaccordance with

election promises, free bus
travel for women must be
implementedacrossthestate.
Privatization effortsmustbe
completelyabandoned. Private
busoperatorshavearbitrarily
hikedfares;actionmustbetak-
enagainstthis. Auto&rickshaw
and taximeter fareshavenot
beenrevisedsince1977;the
governmentneedstofixthese
rates. The MLA Constituency

DevelopmentFundshould
beincreased to 35 crore.
Policerestrictions on me-
mbersofthe publicvisiting
the Secretariat to submit
petitionsshouldbeeased”
| Respondingtothis, Transport
Minister Vijay Tamilan Par-

¢ thibansaid, “Wewillconsult
~ withofficialsregardingthe

member’srequestsandimp-
lementthosethatarefeasible.
Regardingauto&rickshaw
meter fares, a consultative
meeting chaired by me was
held on July 9 with autodr-
ivers,owners, trade unions,
and the public. Subsequently,
acommittee was constituted
onAugust5toaddressmeter
installation and fare fixation;
thiscommittee submitted its

initial recommendationsto
thegovernmentonthe21st.
Based on this, measures to
revise auto meter faresand
install meters will be taken
soon.” Continuinghisrema-
rks, Minister Rajmohanssaid,
“Some commotion mayarise
duetothelarge number of
peoplevisitingthe Secretariat
simultaneously; the Public
WorksMinisterhasissuedan-
nouncementstoaddressthis.
The Speaker, whohasensu-
red thelivebroadcasting of
Assemblyproceedingsfrom
thefirstdaytothelast,could
wellbecalled the ‘Heroof Live
Broadcast’ Arrangementssh-
ouldalsobemadeto provide
signlanguagefacilities for the
hearingimpaired”

Key to Kolkata Kali Temple’s 7100 Crore
Jewelry Vault Mlssmg Complamt Filedin Court

NEW DELHI: The Kal-
ighat Templeissituated on
thebanksofthe Adi Ganga
RiverinKolkata. Itis consi-
deredarenownedandsacred
pilgrimage site for Hindus
andisregardedasoneofthe
51 *Shakti Peethas* associ-
ated with Goddess Parvati.
Itisbelieved that the toes of

GoddessParvatisrightfoot =

fellatthisveryspot.
Thetemplehousesauniq-
ueidolof Goddess Kalifeatur-
ingalong,goldentongue. The
historicKalighat Templehas
recentlybecomeembroiledin
amajor controversy. Jewelry
accumulated over centuries
through offeringsfromdev-

oteesis keptlocked inavault.

Althoughagovernmentbank
lockerwasallocated to safe-
guardthe Goddesssjewelry
and other pricelessitems,a
complainthasarisenstating
thatthekeytothislockerhas
been missing since 1980.
Sabarna Roy Chowdhury,

4

aprominentmemberofthe

region'straditionallanded ge-
ntry,hasfiledapetitioninthe
CalcuttaHigh Courtseeking
aninquiryinto this matter.
Inthepetition, SabarnaRoy
statesthe following:

This strong room was
constructed specifically to

safeguard thetemple’sassets
andjewelry.
However, the key to it
hasbeen missing for over
1| 46 years. Furthermore, the
tenure of the committeere-
= sponsible formanagingthe

{| temple’sassets has expired.

Deep concerns havearis-
enregarding the whereab-
outsand safety of the Go-
ddess’s pricelessjewelry.
Additionally, thereisasuspi-
cionthatfinancialirregular-
itiesand fraudamountingto
over31,000 crore mayhave
occurred. Therefore, thepe-
tition urgesthatthe matterbe
investigatedand appropriate
legalaction taken.

100% Tuition FeeWaiver for Ex &
Agniveers Enrolling at Indore University

INDORE: DeviAhilya
University in Indore, Madh-
ya Pradesh, hasannounced
a 100% tuition fee waiver for
exerAgniveersto help them
pursuehighereducationand
secureemployment oppor-
tunities.
Speakingonthisinitiative,
theuniversity’s Vicee»Cha-
ncellor, Dr. Rakesh Singhai,
stated: “Underthe Agnipath
scheme, Agniveersareind-
ucted into the armed forces
onashortertermbasis,
keepingthe nation’s current
defenseneedsinmind. Th-

ese Agniveers, who protect
thecountry, dedicatefour
golden years oftheir lives to
military service. Consequ-
ently, they are often unable
to continue their education.
With theaim ofenabling th-
emto completetheir higher
education, securegoodjobs,
andembark onanewlife
after their military service,
ouruniversity has decided
to offer thema 100% waiver
ontuitionfees.” Ifformer
Agniveerssecure admission
toany of the approximately
200 courses offered by this

university—established by
the Madhya Pradesh gover-
nmentin 1964—theywill be
granted a 100% tuition fee
waiver.

Agniveers must have compl-
etedtheir fouréyearservice
tenure. Those who weredis-
missed fromserviceorfaced
disciplinary action during
their tenure areineligiblefor
thisfee waiver. Thereisno
upper limit set for this con-
cession; alleligible former
Agniveerswillreceivethis
benefit.

Inthefuture, the university

may consider providingre-
servation quotas for former
Agniveersinstudent admis-
sions and could also develop
special coursestailoredfor
them.

Children of personnel se-
rvinginthearmedforces
arealready granted a 50%
concession onuniversity tu-
ition fees. A 100% tuition fee
concession is providedto the
children ofarmy personnel
whodiedin theline of duty
andto thechildren of retired
army personnel. The Viceer-
Chancellor announcedthis.
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FiveOrangutan Cubs
‘RescuedinOdisha

Locals ina v111age in Odlsha s Bala-
soredistrict were astonished yesterday
morning to see five small orangutan cubs
wandering through a forest area- Forest
department officials immediately int-
ervened and rescued the rare primates.
Pratik Prakash Indalkar. the Divisional
Forest 0fficer (DFQ) of Balasore. stated
that members of the public spotted five
young orangutans roaming a forest area
near Badabai village in the Bhograi region
around b:00 AM. News of theserareanimals
spreadrapidly- andwithin an hour. thou-
sands of people had gathered at the site-
Forest officials intervened promptly
tobring the situation under control
and safely rescued the animals. It is
suspected that the orangutans may ha-
ve been smuggled into the state by an
international wildlife trafficking
gang- The five rescued orangutan cubs
were subsequently taken to the fore-
st department office. Four of the five
rescued cubs are in very good health.
They are consuming food and ORS solution-.
Veterinarians are examining and trea-
ting them- They are currently under the
direct care and supervision of Forest
Department officials. Forest Department
officials are conducting an intensive
investigation into the cross&border
wildlife smuggling incident. Prateek

Kr‘akash stated this-.

AdwcetoUSbasededusto
celebrateVmayakaChaturth|athome

WASHINGTON: Various Hindu organizationshavead-
vised Hindusliving in the United Statesto celebrate Vinayaka
Chaturthiintheirownhomesratherthanin publicplaces.
Approximately 5.5 million Indians reside in the Uni-
ted States. Racially motivated attacks against Indians
havebeen ontherisein various states, including Ca-
lifornia, Texas, New Jersey, New York, and Florida.
Itiscustomaryfor Hindusinthe USto gatherin publicpl-
acesand celebratethefestivalonagrandscaleeveryyear.

However, considering the currentsituationin the
country, various Hindu organizations areissuingim-
portant guidelines to the community via social media.
Intheirsocialmedia posts, these organizationshaveurged
allHinduslivinginthe USto celebrate the Vinayaka Cha-
turthifestival within theirownhomes.

Theyhaveadvisedagainstholding celebrationsinre-
sidential complexes, neighborhoods,onroadsorstreets,
orinotherpublicspaces.

Vijay Vasanth Appointed
Head of Tamil Nadu
Congress Social Media Wing

CHENNAI MP Vijay
Vasanth hasbeenappo-
inted asthehead of the
Tamil Nadu Congress
party’ssocialmediawing.
Inastatementregarding
this, AllIndia Congre-
ss Committee (AICC)
General SecretaryK.C. [
Venugopal said, “The ‘
Congress Presidenthas
approved the propos-
al toappoint the state head and coordinators for the
Tamil Nadu Congress party’s social media wing.
Theseappointments comeinto effectimmediately.
Accordingly, Vijay Vasanth hasbeenappointed asthe
statehead of the wing, while Sakthi Marithasan, G.K. Mu-
ralidharan, Sivasathyaraja Gunasekaran, Sanjay Gandhi,
John Samuel,and Abdul Rahman havebeen appointedas
coordinators.”
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Atemporaryincrease of 695 billion tons ofice inAntarcticahas astonished the

scientificworld...

| AlwarThlrUIﬁéﬁjanaletaI
Performed at TirupatiLord Venkateswara
Temple Ahead of Brahmotsavam

TIRUMALA:Inprepar-
ationfor the Brahmotsavam
festival, the entire Tirupati
Lord Venkateswaratemplewas
cleansedyesterday morning
inaccordancewith*Agama*
rituals. Consequently, devo-
teeswere permitted to have
*darshan* ofthe deity only
after theafternoonhours. It
iscustomaryto observethe
‘Alwar Thirumanjanam ' ritual
atthetemple onthe Tuesday
preceding major festivals
such as Vaikunta Ekadasi,
Anivara Asthanam, Telugu

Ugadi,and Brahmotsavam.
With the Brahmotsavam fes-
tivalscheduled tocommence
onthe 15th (flag&hoisting
ceremony)and continue un-
tilthe23rd, theentiretemple
complexwas cleansed yeste-
rday usinga mixture ofrose
water, turmeric, vermilion,
andaromaticsubstanceslike
*pachaikarpooram* (edible
camphor).

Areasranging fromthe
sanctum sanctorum to the
flagstaft, *Bali Peetham* (sac-
rificialaltar), sub&shrines, the

mainentrancetower,and the
*Vimana Gopuram* wereall
purified with thesearomatic
ingredients.

Devotees were all-
owed to worship the dei-
ty only after 12:00 PM.
PR.,the Chairmanofthe De-
vasthanam Board of Trustees,
participatedin this event.
Naidu, Additional Executive
Officer Venkaiah Chowdary,
TirupatiSP Subbarayulu,and
Board of Trustees member
Bhanuprakash,amongoth-
ers, participated.
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PM Modi and Russian President
Putin to Meet on September 11

NEW DELHI: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
andIndian Prime Minister
NarendraModiarescheduled
tomeetin Delhionthe1lth
ofthismonth.

Dmitry Peskov, the sp-
okesperson for the Russian
Presidential Palace (Kre-
mlin), stated that the two
leaderswillhold significant
discussionsregardingthe pr-
ocurementof Russian Su&57
fighterjetsfortheIndian Air
Forceduring this meeting.
The BRICS summitissched-
uledtotakeplacein Delhion
the 12thand 13th. President
Putinisarrivingin Delhion
the 11thtoparticipateinthe
event.

Arrangementsarebeing
madeforaone&on&oneme-
etingbetween Prime Minister
ModiandPresident Putinon

thatday. Duringthesetalks,

keydiscussionswillbeheld

acrossvarioussectors, incl-
udingdefense, trade, energy,
technology,and nuclear power.
SpeakingtoIndianreporters
viavideolinkregardingthis,
Kremlinspokesperson Dmitry
Peskovnoted thatavery clo-

sefriendship existsbetween g
President Putinand Prime |,

Minister Modi. Thetwoleaders
arescheduled tomeetin Delhi
onSeptember 11,wherethey
willhold discussions onbila-
teralandinternationalissues.
Thetwonationsare collabora-
tinginsectorssuchasenergy,
nuclear power, defense, space,
andeducation.

Russia will continue to
provide assistance for the
expansion of the Kudank-
ulam Nuclear Power Plant.
Discussionsarealsounderway

re gardlng theestablishmentof
anewnuclear power plantin
Indiawith Russianassistance.
Indiaand Russiaarejointly
manufacturing BrahMos
missiles, whichhavereceiv-
edsignificantinternational
acclaim. During the BRICS
summit, Prime Minister
Modiand President Putin
aresettoholdkeydiscussions
regarding the procurement
ofRussian Su&57 fighter jets
fortheIndian Air Force. Talks

willalsobeheld concerning
the transfer of technology
for these fighterjetstoIndia.
President Putinand Prime
Minister Modiwillalsodiscuss
thesupply of Russian S&400
missilesystemstoIndia; Ru-
ssiawill certainlyhonor the
commitmentithasmade. We
arereadyto provide Russia’s
state&of&the&art defense
technologies to India. We
willidentify Indiansserving
inthe Russian militaryand

repatriatethem.

Thereare some complica-
tionsregardingrupee&based
financialtransactionsbetween
Russiaand India; thesewillbe
resolved gradually. Exports
ofIndian goodsto Russia
areincreasingsignificantly.
Plansarein placetoincrease

_ airconnectivity betweenthe
| twonations.

Crudeoil exports from
RussiatoIndiaarecontinuing
steadily. Whilesspecificstatist-
icscannotbedisclosed, crude
oilexportstoIndiaarereach-
ingnewhighseverymonth.
Negotiations are underw-
ay between Russiaand the
United Statesregarding the
war in Ukraine. President
Putin will fully brief Prime
Minister Narendra Modion
this matter. This was stated
by Dmitry Peskov.

Threearrested, includingamanwho
entered the Modl eventvenue withagun

MUMBAI: Threeind-
ividuals, including aman
who entered the venue of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’seventcarryingaha-
ndgun, havebeenarrested.
Theyare currently undergo-
ingintensiveinterrogation.

Aninternational fintechco- |

nferencebeganyesterdayat
theJio World Plaza centerin
Mumbai, the capital of Ma-
harashtra.

Prime Minister Nare-
ndra Modi participated in
the event. Amidst this, a
24&year&old man visited
the Jio World Plaza complex
last Monday. Police person-
nelondutyattheentrance of
theeventvenue stopped him.
Theyoungmanclaimedtobe
anofficial from the Prime Mi-
nister’s Officeand produced

“Dirty politics”: AAP leader Anurag
Dhandha hits back at Rahul Gandhi’s
criticism over Gulzar Singh suicide case

NEWDELHI:AAP
mediaine~charge Anurag
Dhandha on Wednesday

hitback at Congressleader
Rahul Gandhi’s criticism

ofthe Punjabgovernment

over Gulzar Singh’s death,
accusing Congress of indul-
gingin ‘dirtypolitics”.
Rahul Gandhihad
called for Punjab Minister
HarpalSingh Cheema’s
resignation after Gulzar Si-
ngh, aworkerfrom Sangrur
district, died by suicide after
allegedly beingharassed for
publicly questioning Che-
emaabout theillicit drug
trade.
Dhandhasaidthat the
accusedinthecasehasbeen
arrested. Slammingthe
opposition, he held the Shi-
romani Akali Dal, BJP, and
Congress governmentsresp-
onsibleforthe drugmenace
in Punjab.
DhandhawroteonX,
“Rahulji, Congressleaders
wereattemptingtoengage
inthesamedirty politics du-
ringtheir visitto thevictim’s
village, butthepeople chased
them away fromthere. All
theaccusedhavealready
been caught by the police
based onidentification by
thefamily”

“The Akali BJP and Con-
gressgovernmentshave been
responsibleforspreading
drugsin Punjab. Inthe AAP
government, no drugsmu-

I T

gglerisspared,”thepostread.

Earliertoday, inan X
post, Rahul Gandhislam-
medthe AAPgovernment,
callingfor justice for Gulzar

Singh’s family. Healso called
foranindependent probein
thecase.

Gandhiwrote, ‘A dang-
erouspatternisemergingin
Punjab’s AAPgovernmen-
terifyou question governm-
entfailures, the response will
comeintheformofthreats
and torture. Gulzar Singhji,
fromthe Dalit community,
who hadtowatch hisson fall
victimtodrugs, askedthe
Finance Minister just this
much: why hasthegovern-
ment failed somiserablyin
stoppingthe drugtrade?”
Sharing Gulzar’svideo,
before he consumed poison
anddied, the Congresslead-
erallegedthat he was pressu-
redto apologize for questio-
ningthe Punjab Minister.
“Forjust this, hewas
tortured and humiliated so
much, pressuredso intensely
toapologize, that he cons-

umed poison. Wandering

fromonehospital to another,

without accessto treatment,
heultimately lost the battle
for hislife,”he added.

Mentioning Mohanjeet
Singh’s case, who the Cong-
ressalleged was torturedin
policecustody, Rahul Gan-
dhiadded, “Last week, Ialso
spokewith ayoung Mohan-

jeetSingh, whowastortured
forprotestingagainst Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.”

“Thegovernment’sjobis
toanswer to the people, not
to crushthosewho ask ques-
tions. May Gulzar Singh ji’s
family get justiceassoon as

possible. The Chief Minister
shouldimmediately dem-
andthe Finance Minister’s
resignation and ensure an
independent andimpartial
investigation, with hisname
registeredinthe FIR,”the X
postread.
46&yearerold Gulzar
Singh allegedly died after
consumingpoisonshortly
after publicly questioning
HarpalSingh Cheema about
theillicit drugtrade.
Theincidenttookplace
in Toor Banjaravillage
duringaconstituencyvisit
by Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema.

Gulzar Singh, whose son
isallegedly strugglingwith
severedrugaddiction, had

raised concernswith the
minister about theeasy av-

ailability of synthetic drugs,
locally known as chitta, in
thearea. Followingtheint-
eraction, Gulzar Singh alleg-
edlyfaced harassmentand
pressurefromlocalleaders
andpanchayat membersto
publicly apologise for questi-
oningthe minister.
Helaterrecorded avideo
namingsomeindividuals
allegedly involved and subs-
equently passed away while
undergoingtreatmentata
hospitalin Ludhiana.
Inresponsetothevideo
andthefamily’sstatement,
localpoliceregistered an
FIR againstfiveindividuals
under charges of abetment to
suicide andrelevant sections
oftheSC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act.

anidentity cardasproof. He
wasaccompaniedbyaman,
estimated tobearound 50
yearsold, whowas carrying
ahandgun. Suspicious, the
policethoroughlyexamined
theidentity card presented by
theyoungmananddiscovered
itwasfake. Consequently, bo-
thindividualswerearrested.
Preliminaryinvestigations
revealed thattheyoungman
claimingtobea PMO official

was Rohan Premal Parikh
(24),and his companion
was Dilip Raja Gunde (49).
Uponinspection, the pistol
in Dileep Raja’s possession
wasfoundtobeloaded with
ammunition. A third indiv-
iduallinked tothemhasalso
beenarrested.

All three were pro-
duced before the court.
Duringthe proceedings, a
seniorlawyerappeared on

behalfof Premal Parikhand
| argued as follows: Premal
' 4§ ParikhholdsaB.Sc.degree

£ inMathematics. Since 2024,
i+ hehasemployedapersonal

security guard who possesses

|| | alicensed pistol. Recently,

anindividualnamed Tarun

| Kumarapproached Premal

andissued himanappoin-

tment order fora position

with the Prime Minister’s
Office.

Itwas Tarun Kumar who
instructed him toattend an
eventin Mumbaifeaturing
Prime Minister Modi; ac-
ting on these instructions,
Premal Parikhvisited the Jio
World Plaza centre,accomp-
aniedbyhissecurity guard.
The Mumbai Police strongly
opposedthisargument,req-
uestingthatthethreearrested

individualsundergointensive
interrogation.

Subsequently, with the
court’s permission, the th-
reeindividuals were tak-
eninto police custodyand
are currently undergoing
intensive interrogation.
The Mumbai Crime Branch
isconducting a thorough
investigation into several
aspects: where the fake Pri-
me Minister’s Officeidentity
card was manufactured; how
Premal gained entryintothe
Jio World Plaza complex
where Prime Minister Modi
was present; howthesecurity
guard carryingahandgun
managed to enter; who co-
nstitutes the group behind
them;and whether there was
aconspiracytoattack Prime
Minister Modi.

Former JapanPMIshiba pushesfordeeperSeoul &
Tokyo cooperationin defence, Al, and semiconductors

SOUTHKOREA:
Former Japanese Prime
Minister ShigeruIshibahas
calledfor stronger cooper-
ationbetween South Korea
andJapan, sayingthetwo
countriestogether could
becometheworld’s thir-
d&largesteconomicand
defencepower.

Speakingatthe27th
World Knowledge Forum
inSeoulduringasessionon

“TheFuture of
Korea&Japan
Relations”, Ish-
ibasaid South
Koreaand Jap-
an,whichshare
the corevalues
offreedom,
democracyand
humanrights,
shouldbuilda
“truepartners-
hip ofequals”
Ishibasaid thecom-
binedstrength of the two
countrieswouldrank third
globallyintermsof GDP
and defence capability, wh-
iletheir combined populat-
ionwouldrankninth.
Hestressed that closer
cooperation couldallow
Seouland Tokyo tomakea
greater contributiontothe
international community.

Favoréble conditions created by EINifointhe Thoothukudidistricthave Iéd to
80 percentsaltproduction; however, producers are concernedduetoadropin
prices.

Onthesensitiveissue
ofhistory, Ishibasaid Japan
mustconfrontthehisto-
rical pain caused by the
annexation ofJoseon.

Healsoreiterated that
hehasnotvisited the cont-
roversial Yasukuni Shrine
for25yearsand called for
greaterreflection on Japan’s
wartimehistoryasaprer-
equisite for building trust
with South Korea.

Onregionalsecurity, Is-
hibaproposed developing
an “Asian NATO” framew-
orklinkingexistingallianc-
esintheIndo&Pacific.

Healsobackedan Acq-
uisitionand Cross&Servic-
ing Agreement (ACSA)asa
practical starting point for
greater security cooperati-
on.Commentingon South
Korea’s pursuitofnuclea-

r&powered submarines,
Ishibasaid Seoulhassuffici-
ent capability tostrengthen
itsself&reliantdefenceand
helpreducethesecuritybu-
rdenon the United States.

Hecalled for substan-
tive consultationsamong
SouthKorea,the USandJa-
pantoprepareforapossible
simultaneouscrisisinthe
Taiwan Straitand Korean
Peninsula.Ishibaalsocal-
led for stronger economic
andpeople&to&people
exchangesbetween thetwo
countries, including coop-
erationinsemiconductors
andartificialintelligence.

Hesuggestedjoint
effortstoaddresscommon
challengessuchaslowbirth
rates,ageing populations
and excessive concentrati-
onin capitalregions.

Airfares have doubled
as the Navaratriand
Diwalifestivals approach

NEW DELHII: With the Navaratriand Diwali festivals
approaching,airfares onkeydomesticrouteshave surged
from7,000t0315,000 for travel during this period.

For the Mumbai&Kolkata route, the one&-
way fare hasrisen toasmuch as 316,000 per person
during the Navaratri period (October 12-18); typ-
ically, the fare for this route remains under %8,000.
Faresforthe Delhi&Mumbairoutehavealsoincreased.

Whilethefareisusually36,500,ithasrisento 310,000
for the festival months of October and November.
Directflightticketsto major citiesarebeingsold forup to

325,000.
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PMinagroup photograph durlngthe Global Fintech Fest(GFF)2026 atMumbai, in Maharashtra

Strong Opp05|t|on toPrivatelnvestment
in Australla sBigBashT20 League|

AUSTRALIA: Cricket
Australia’s decisionto allow
private investment in the
BigBash League (BBL) and
Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL)hasexposedsignificant
divisions within Australian
cricket. Cricket New South
Wales has warned that this
move couldlead Australian
cricket into a precarious po-
sition—both strategically and
financially—in thelongrun.
On Tuesday, Cricket Australia
confirmedtheimplementation
ofa ‘self-determination” model.
Under thissystem, individual
states can decide when and
howtosecure private invest-
ment for their respective Big
Bash teams. The Melbourne
Renegadesteamis set to be
thefirst put up for sale, with
bids beinginvited for 100%
ownership. Cricket Australia
aims to appoint new owners
beforethe2027-28 season. This
newapproachfollows Cricket
Australiasfailure earlier this
yeartogarnersufficientsupport
forabroader plan tofully pri-
vatize the competition. While
Victoria, Western Australia,

and Tasmania havesupported
bringingexternalinvestment
into the league, New South
Wales has remained staunchly
opposed. Queensland had
also previously joined New
South Walesin rejectingthe
earlier proposal, compelling
Cricket Australiato consider
an alternative model that
grants greater autonomy to
eachstate.

Cricket New South Wales,
which manages the Sydney
Sixers and Sydney Thunder
teams, has openly criticized
Cricket Australiafor proceed-
ingwith this plan despite the
lack of consensus amongall
stakeholders. The New South
Wales cricket board stated:
“Cricket New South Wales is
disappointed by Cricket Aus-
tralia’sdecision to introduce

privateinvestmentinto the Big
Bash Leagues withoutachieving
consensus among all stake-
holdersin Australian cricket.
Thisdecisionrisks placingNew
South Wales and Australian
cricket in aprecarious posi-
tion, both strategically and
financially. In particular, it
will directlyimpact our ability
toinvestingrassrootscricket.
Cricket New South Wales
remains strongly confident
in the futuregrowth of both
the WBBL and BBL compe-
titions. Both leagues, and the
teams competinginthem, are
powerfuldriversofcricket par-
ticipation andfan engagement.
TheBBLisasportsleaguethat
attractsthe highest broadcast
audienceandthesecond-highest
live attendance per match in
Australia. Therecord crowds

and unforgettable moments
fromlastsummer—particu-
larly the memorable Sydney
Smash’ at the Sydney Cricket
Ground—demonstratedthatthe
BigBashisstrongerthanever.
The WBBL continuesto attract
theworld’s best female players
whilesimultaneously encour-
aginglarge numbersofboys
andgirlsto take up thesport.
Thekeyissueishowtherevenue
currentlygenerated by BigBash
teamsisreinvestedintothesport.
Theprofitsearnedbythe Sixers
and Thunder teams [support]
cricketparticipation...” Cricket
New South Wales states that
funds are being reinvested
into expanding programsand
player developmentinitiatives.
Itnotedthatifexternalstake-
holders weretocomeonboard,
aportionofthat revenuewould
flowout of Australian cricket.
Cricket NewSouth Wales further
statedthatithad conveyedits
concernsregardingthismatter
to Cricket Australia, proposed
analternativeapproach, and
obtainedexternal advice high-
lighting the potential risks
associated withthe plan.

Nagapattinam & SriLanka Ferry
Service Cancelled Until the 11th

NAGATI:Ferryservices
between Nagapattinamand
Kankesanthurai (SriLan-
ka) havebeen operatingon
alldaysofthe week, except
Tuesdays. Officialsfrom
the Mercantile Marine
Departmentin Chennaitr-

aveled to Nagapattinamto
inspectthevesselsoperati-
ngonthisroute, specifically
reviewingsafety protocols,
inspection certificates,and
regulatory compliance.
Itisreported thatcertain
deficiencieswereidentified

duringtheinspection,and

the Mercantile Marine De-

partmentissuedadirective
tosuspendferryservices
untiltheseissuesarerect-
ified. Remedial worksare

currentlyunderwayonthe

vessels.

Passengerservicesare ex-
pectedtoresumeafterthe
11th,oncetheseworksare
completed. Until then, all
scheduledtripsbetween
Nagapattinamand Kankes-
anthuraistand
cancelled.

“3.25lakh deaths; smoking banlaw
mustbestrictlyenforced” - Anbumani

CHENNAL “Turgeall
states, including Tamil Nadu,
toenforce thelawbanning
smokingin publicplaceseven
morestrictlyandrigorously;”
said PMKleader Anbumani.
Inastatementregardingthis,
henoted, “A global medical
study hasrevealed thatin
2023 alone, 3.25]lakh people
inIndialosttheirlivesdueto
inhaling secondhand cigar-
ettesmoke.

Itisalarmingthatfatal-
ities caused byinhalingse-
condhand smokehaverisen
significantly, evenafter the
implementation oflawsbann-
ingsmokingin publicplaces.
Aresearcharticle published
in*The Lancet Public He-
alth*—an online medical
journal from the UK&based
Lancet Group—states that
3,25,600 peoplediedin2023
duetosecondhand smoke
exposure. Thisrepresentsa
49.56% increase comparedto
the2,17,700 deathsrecorded
fromthesame causein 1990.
The study reveals that the

death rateincreased by |
61.74% among men and
by 38.35%among women. |
While the number of
people exposed tosecon-
dhandsmokerosebyonly
18.40%—from37.50 crore
to44.40 crore—during
this period, the fact that
the death toll surged by
nearly 50% underscores
the severityand danger of
thesituation. The primary
reason for this worsening
scenarioinIndiaisthefailure
toeffectively curbsmokingin
publicplaces. The practice of
smokingin public, devoid of
anysocial concern,isincre-
asingyearbyyear.Innocent
people—particularlywomen
and children—are severe-
lyaffected by inhaling the
smoke exhaled by smokers.
Itwaswith theaim of putting
anend to thismenacethat,
during mytenureas Union
Health Minister between
2004 and 2009, [Itook ste-
psregarding] smokingin
public places..” I enacted
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thelawbanning smoking
amidst strong opposition
andimplementeditstarting
October2,2008—thebirth
anniversary ofthe Father of
the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi.
Itwasonly thereafter thata
healthy environment eme-
rgedin publicplaces—such
ascinemahalls, restaurants,
and bus terminals—allow-
ingwomen and childrento
moveaboutwithoutinhaling
secondhand smoke.
Although the Central
Government enacted the
law prohibiting smokingin
public places, the dutyand
responsibility ofimplem-
enting it lie with the State
governments. However,

W SH e REECHENNAL

the statisticsreveal that this

lawhasnotbeen properly
implemented in any state.
Forinstance,in TamilNadu,
during the fifteen&and &-
a&half&year period from
thelaw’simplementationon
October2,2008,to March 31,
2024,action wastakenagainst
only 3.89lakhindividuals,
and finestotaling36.83 crore
were collected. The factthat
the TamilNadugovernment
tookactionagainstanaverage
ofjust 68 people per dayfor
smokingin public places—
collectingan average fine of
only177 fromeach—clearly
demonstrates the negligent
mannerinwhich thislawis
beingenforced.

Local 09.09.2026 0utStation10.09.2026|

ManipurMusician Beatento Death

Rahul Alleges Lack of Safety for
North & Easterners in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the
Oppositioninthe Lok Sab-
ha, hasalleged that families
from North&Eastern states
livingin the national capital,

Delhi, lack safety, citing the l

incidentwhere Chongtham
Vikram Singh, arenowned
musician from Manipur,
wasbeatentodeathbyamob.
Sharingthison X (formerly
Twitter), hestated: Chongtham
Vikram Singh, a54&year&old
musicteacher from Manipur
residingin Kilokrivillage near
the Ashramarea ofDelhi, lost
hislifeafter beingattacked by
amobduringadispute over
noiseanddisturbanceoutside
hishome.

|

Accordingtothepolice,
theincidentstemmed from
Vikram Singh objectingtothe
noise created by restaurant
staffand delivery personnel
oppositehishouse. Amanhas
beenkilled rightathis own
doorstepinthe capital ofhis
owncountry. Aftersuchrec-
urringincidents, oneisleftto

¥

wonder:arewesafehere? Every

family from the North&East
livingin Delhiisaskingthis
very same question today.
Have Home Minister Amit
Shahand the Delhi Police
takenany measuresto curb
these escalating unlawful
actsagainstthepeopleofthe
North&East? A speedyinv-

estigationinto thisincident
mustbeconducted,and the
perpetrators mustbebrought
tojustice.

Iextend mydeepestco-
ndolencesto Vikram Sing-
h'sfamily. Rahul stated this.
Information regarding the
attack on Vikram Singh on
September 7 wasreceived by

| the Sunlight Colony police

stationin Delhi. Preliminary
investigations confirmed that
hewasattackedafter object-
ingtothenoisebeingmade.
Police officials have stated
thatamurder casehasbeen
registeredin connection with
thisincidentand thatall the
accused, including minors,
havebeenarrested.

Prince RahimAgaKhanVto
beginsevenday Indiavisittoday

NEW DELHI: Prince
Rahim AgaKhan V,the 50th
hereditary Imam (spiritual
leader) of the Shia Ismaili
Muslimsand Chairofthe Aga
KhanDevelopmentNetwork,
isbeginninghisseven&day
visittoIndiastarting Wedn-
esdayattheinvitation of Vice
PresidentC.

P.Radhakrishnan.

Accordingtothe Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA),
duringhisvisittill September
15,Prince Rahimwill callon
President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modiin New Delhi.

Hewillalsomeet Home
Minister Amit Shahand Ext-
ernal Affairs Minister (EAM)
S.Jaishankar.

Inadditiontotheseeng-
agements, Prince Rahimwill
visit Ahmedabad, Mumbai
and Hyderabad, where Aga
KhanDevelopment Network
isinvolvedinvariousdeve-

lopment and community [N

initiatives.

Thisisthefirstvisitof Pr- :;I, &1

inceRahimtoIndiasincehis

accessionasthe 50thImam |
of the Ismaili community, |

the MEA mentioned.
Prince Rahimwasnamed
the 50th hereditaryImam |
(spiritualleader) ofthe Shia
Ismaili Muslimsin Februa-
ry2025followingthe death
ofhisfather, Prince Karim
Al&Hussaini AgaKhanIV,
inaccordancewithhistorical
ShiaImamiIsmailitradition.
Throughouttheir 1,400&-
year history, the Ismailishave
beenledbyaliving, hereditary
Imam.
TheIsmailisliveinmore
than 35 countries,and their
numberisnearly12to 15
million.
PrinceRahimalsoserves
ontheboardsof manyagencies
ofthe AgaKhan Developme-
ntNetwork (AKDN). Hehas

closely followed the work of
theInstitute of Ismaili Studies
andtheIsmailicommunity’s
social governanceinstitutions.
Thevisitof PrinceRahim
comesagainstthebackdrop
oflongstandingengagement
betweenthe AgaKhan Fou-
ndationand India.
Lastyear, Prince Rahim’s
father, Prince Karim AgaKhan
IV, passedaway. Prime Minister
Modihad condoledthedemise
oftheleader, describinghim
asavisionarywho dedicated

hisentirelifetoservice
andspirituality,
AgaKhanIVwasa
spiritualicontomillions
| of Ismaili Muslimsand
| also the founderand
chairman ofthe Aga
Khan Development
" Network (AKDN).He
& passedawayin Lisbon
on February4,2025,
aged 88, surrounded
byhisfamily.

Duringhisvisitto
Indiain2015, AgaKhanIV
was conferred the Padma
Vibhushan forhis contribu-
tionstosocialdevelopment
inIndia.

Prime Minister Modi
hadthenpraised thework of
the AgaKhan Foundation,
especiallyintheareasofrural
developmentandsanitation,
which, hesaid, he had the
opportunity to witness fir-
st&hand whenhewas Chief
Minister of Gujarat.

‘“Pay me 45 lakh for raisingmy
grand daughter for 15 years!”

Mother suesherown son...

BEIJING: InShanghai,
China,amotherfiledalawsuit
againstherownsonfortheex-
pensesincurredinraisingher
granddaughter for 15years.
Xu(60),aresidentofthe Cha-
ngjiangdistrictin Shanghai,
lived with her son, Liang.
In2014,Liangdivorcedhis
wife; atthattime, his daug-
hterwasonlyfouryearsold.
Followingthedivorce, Liang
lefthome for work without
lookingafter his daughter.
Consequently, forthepast 15
years, the grandmother, Xu,
coveredalllivingexpenses—
includingeducation, medical
care,and food—usingher
ownmoney. Recently, Liang
remarriedand moved outof

thehousewithhisnewwife,
leaving his daughter in his |
mother’scare.
Citingoldageandsevere
financialhardship, Xustated |
shecouldnolongerafford to
raiseher granddaughter. She
subsequentlysuedhersonin
aShanghaicourt,accusing
him of failing to fulfill his
family responsibilities,and
demanded 360,000 yuan (over
¥45]akhinIndiancurrency)
ascompensation forthe 15
yearsspentraisingthe child.
Duringtheproceedings, Li-
angargued thathehad cared
forhis daughtertothebestof
hisability, given hismonth-
lysalaryofonly 3,000 yuan
(approximately337,000).

However, the courtdid not
acceptthisargument.
Recognizing that the
primary responsibility for
raising childrenlieswith the
parents, Liangagreed to pay
his mother 200,000 yuan
(approximately¥24lakh)in
compensation,inaccordance

withthe courtsorder. While
itiscustomaryin China’sjo-
int&familytradition for the
elderlytoraisetheirgrandch-
ildren, thisrulinghassparked
anewdebate suggestingthat
thisshould notbeviewedasa
form of compulsorylabor or
anobligation.

India Condemns Houthi Rebel
Attacks on Saudi Oil Facilities

NEW DELHI: The Houthi
rebel group, operating from
Yemen with Iranianbacking,
launchedattacksyesterdayta-
rgetingoil facilitiesand certain
publicinfrastructurein Saudi
Arabia. Theseattackshaverai-
sed concernsaboutescalating
war tensionsin West Asia. The
strikes on Saudi oil facilities
occurredatatime when the
United Statesisintensifying

economicsanctionsagainst
Iran.Inresponse,Indiahas
condemned theseries of at-
tacks carried outby Houthi
rebels on Saudi oil facilities.
The Indian governm-
ent stated that these atta-
cks undermine security
inthe Middle Eastregion.
Speakingtoreportersonthe
matter, Randhir Jaiswal, Spo-
kesperson forthe Ministry of

External Affairs, said, “India
condemnstheattackson
Saudi Arabias sovereign
territory, particularlythose
targetingciviliansandin-
frastructure. Suchattacks,
whichundermineregional
securityandstabilityinthe
Middle Eastand threaten
freedom of navigation
inthe Bab&el&Mandeb
region,areunacceptable”
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