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Digital registration v

NEW DELHI: Free pr-
e&registration for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
event, scheduled to take
placetodayin Vadodara,
Gujarat, waslaunched for
the first time through the
‘BookMyShow” app.

Allavailable slots we-
re filled within an hour.
Anofficial statement noted
that this digital initiative
undertaken by the Vadod-

ara Municipal Corporation
received an overwhelming
response from the public;
with all slotsbooked, over
42,000 additional people
havebeen placed on awai-
tinglist. Attendees will be
issued an ‘m&ticket’ and
a QR code for the event.
Arrangements have been

made to verify entry tickets
digitallyand ensure visitors
can proceedto their seats
without overcrowding.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, visiting Vadodara,
Gujarat today, will inau-
gurate various completed
development projectsand
lay the foundation stones

fornew ones. Notably, he
will dedicate to the nation
three sections of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor
—spanning 326 kmand built
atacostexceeding320,700
crore—namely Sanand
(North)&Makarpura, New
Umbergaon&New Sanjan,
and New Sanjan&JNPT.

12 Devotees Die After Vehicle Hits
Barrler and Overturns inUP

LUCKNOW: Twelvepe-

oplelosttheirlivesand 16
otherswereinjured whena
vehicle carrying devotees

overturned on the Eastern
Peripheral Expresswayinthe
Baghpatdistrictof Uttar Pra-
desh. Bhagat Dham,located

e

%8 Maharajand GogaNath Ji;it

§ typicallyattractsalargenumber

ofdevoteesduring the mont-

A hsof Augustand September.
| Inthisinstance,agroup of 32

11| devoteesfromavillageinthe

intheHanumangarh district
ofRajasthan, isasignificant
pilgrimage siteassociated
with Jaharveer Baba GogaJi

Badaundistrictof Uttar Pra-
deshwerereturningtotheir
hometowninaprivatevehicle
aftervisiting Bhagat Dham.

Around 1:00 AM yester-
day, whiletravelingbetween
the Pasiand Badavillagesin
Baghpatdistrict, the vehicle
struckaroadsidebarrierand
overturned.

Twelve people diedin
theincident,and morethan
16injured individuals were
admittedto thehospital.

High level delegation from Kenyaarrivesin
Indlaforcapauty building programme

NEWDELHI: Ahigh-level
delegation consisting of 25
senior Kenyanofficials,headed
by CabinetSecretary Mercy
Wanjau, hasreached Indiato
engageinaspecialised Strategic
CapacityBuilding Programme.

The High Commission of %~

Indiain Kenyaannounced

onMondaythattheexecutive g

initiativefocusingon Smart
Governanceisbeingcon-
ductedattheNational Centre
for Good Governance from
September7t012,2026,under
theauspices of the Ministry
of External Affairs’ Indian
Technicaland Economic
Cooperation framework.

Thediplomatic mission
stated on X, “A high-level
25-member delegation from
Kenya comprising senior
officialsled by Ms. Mercy
Wanjau, Secretary to the
Cabinet,arrivedin Indiato
participateinaspecialised
Strategic Capacity Building
Programme on Smart Gov-
ernance.” Itfurtheradded,
“Hosted atthe National Centre
for Good Governance (NCGG)
from September7-12,2026,
theexecutive programmeis
sponsored under the Indian
Technicaland Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) pro-
gramme of the Ministry of
External Affairs”

Bilateralengagementhas
witnessed steadymomentum,
highlighted by ameetinglast
month where India’s High
Commissioner, Adarsh Swaika,
calledon Kenya’s Prime Cabinet
Secretaryand Cabinet Secre-
taryfor Foreignand Diaspora
Affairs, Musalia W Mudavadji,
toreview cooperativeinitia-
tivesand exploreavenues for
deeper partnership.

The High Commission
ofIndiain Nairobinoted on
Xregardingthatinteraction,
“High Commissioner Adarsh
Swaika called on Prime Cab-
inet Secretaryand Cabinet
Secretary for Foreign and
Diaspora Affairs H.E. Dr.
MusaliaW Mudavadi. High
Commissioner apprised
Hon'blePCSof recentbilateral
developmentsanddiscussed

i
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proposalsandideas forfurther
strengtheningthepartnership”
Additionally, Kenya’s
National Assembly Speaker,
Moses Wetang'ula, travelled
toIndiain Augusttobolster
legislative ties, meeting with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
toadvanceparliamentaryex-
changesvianewlyestablished
Parliamentary Friendship
Groups.Reflecting on the
historicrelationship, Bir-
laemphasised that shared
democraticprinciples and
deep-rooted historical ties
formthe cornerstone ofbi-
lateral camaraderie.
Birlastated on X, “The
recently constituted Parlia-
mentaryFriendship Groups
inboth countrieswill provide
animportant platform for
deepening parliamentary

P .::.-i'r:—‘-—
engagement, fosteringgreater
understandingbetween our
two Parliamentsand strength-
ening people-to-people con-
nections”

Discussions duringthe
parliamentarydialogueen-
compassed mutuallegislative
capacity building via the
Parliamentary Research
and Training Institute for
Democracies, alongside
technologicaladvancement,
artificialintelligence, educa-
tional partnerships, healthcare
cooperation, infrastructure
projects, maritime connec-
tivity, the Blue Economy, and
digital growth. Disclaimer: This
posthasbeenauto-published
fromanagencyfeed without
anymodificationstothetext
andhasnotbeenreviewed by
aneditor

‘BookMyShow’for the
first time for the PM event in Gujarat today

Thiswill establish a direct
raillink to the Jawaharlal
Nehru Portin Mumbai,
thereby expediting freig-
httransportforindustrial
sectors.

Furthermore, the Prime
Ministeris flagging off new
freighttrain services from
New Sanand, New Makar-

state election

BERLIN: A massive pol-
iticalupheaval, unpreceden-
tedin German politicssince
World WarlII, hasoccurred.
Inthestateassemblyelecti-
onheldin Saxony&Anhalt,
theelectorate dealtaseve-
reblowto theruling party.
Theruling party, whichhad
governed thestateforthe past
24years,sufferedacrushing

pura, New Umargam, and
MumbaiNew JNPT, as well
asanew passenger train ser-
vicebetween Vadodaraand
ThandaRoad. Additionally,
heislaying the foundation
stone for three railway pro-
jectsspanning 329 kmand
worth 39,700 crore (Vado-
dara&Ratlam 3rd and 4th

defeat,securingonly17.2 pe-
rcentofthevote. Incontrast,
the AfD’ party—known forits
staunch anti&immigration
stanceand far&rightpolicies
—swepttovictorybygarne-
ring43.8 percentofthevote.
Thepartysecured 39 out of
thetotal 83 seats. Although

lines, Miyagam Karj-
an&Soranda&Malsar
gauge conversion,and
Vishwamitri&Dabhoi
railline doubling), th-
ree national highway

projects worth31,780 |
crore,and Gujarat state -
government projects
worth 32,600 crore.

agovernmentontheirown,

themhas created asituation

theyarejustthreeseatsshort therefusal ofotherparties ofintensepoliticalsuspense

ofanabsolute majoritytoform

toenterintoacoalition with

anduncertaintyin Germany.

President Trump’s FaceonIran
Map: New Al Images Released

WASHINGTON:US
President Donald Trump
hasreleasedanew Al-gen-
eratedimagefeaturinghis
facesuperimposedonamap
ofIran.
Afewdaysago, USPresident
Donald Trumpsharedavid-
eoonsocialmediacreated
usingartificialintelligence
(AI),whichdepictedthe
destructionofIran’s Kharg
Island. Followingthis, the
USmilitarylaunchedamas-
siveattackon KhargIsland
onthe6th, firingmissilesat
thesite.
Againstthisbackdrop,
President Trumpreleased
new Al-generatedimages
onsocialmediayesterday.
OneimageshowsPresident

Trump’sfacesuperimposed
onamapoflran. Another Al
imagedepictsaUSwarplane
droppingbombstodestroy
Iran'sKharglsland;intheac-
companyingpost,hewrote,
“Bye,byeKharg”
Furthermore, President
Trumpstatedinhispost
that“Iranisfalling” Healso
releasedanotherimage

OMAN
UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES

BAHRAIN

QATAR Al

_KUWAI

identifyingIran’s Straitof
Hormuzas USterritory.
President Trumphas
released statisticsindicating
thatIran’scurrencyhasbeen
devastatedanditscrudeoil
exportshavecometoacom-
pletehalt. President Trump
stated onsocialmediathat,
priortothe US-Iranconflict,
20millionbarrelsofcrude

oilweretransported daily
throughthe Straitof Hor-
muz; currently, 18 million
barrelsaretransported daily
withoutIranianinterfer-
ence. Meanwhile, Iranian
Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammadBagher Ghalibaf
stated yesterday, “Inthe
nextphase,attackswillbe
launchedagainst American
oilfieldslocatedin Gulf
nations”
Inastatementreleased
yesterday, Iran’s Foreign
Ministryissuedanopen
warning, statingthatifthe
SouthKoreanmilitary
collaborateswiththe US
militaryinthe Persian Gulf
region, theywill facesevere
consequences.

" Youths Stage Protestin Pune; Opposition
LeadersExtend Personal Support

MUMBAI: Youths in

Punestaged aspontaneous

protest condemning the |3
leakage of government exam
question papers. Opposi- |
tionleadersextended their |

support to the protesters.
A‘Group-B’ examination for

thepostof DrugInspector | &%
washeldin Maharashtralast [
March. Itwasrevealedafterthe Pyjlte,s

exam thatthe question paper
hadbeenleaked. Mumbai
policehavearrested seven
individualsin connection
with this matter, including
afemale candidatewhohad
secured the seventh rank.
Againstthisbackdrop,amas-

sive protest byyouths eupted R

suddenlyin Puneyesterday
tocondemn theirregularities
and question paperleaksin
government examinations.
Thousandsofjobseekersand
exam candidates gathered,
demandingtransparencyin

s ofthe State Public Serv1ce

:47} Supriya Sule, Working Pres-

: 1dent ofthe Nat10nal1st Con-

—~

MLA) from the same party;
g and Congress MLA Vishwa-

) Y Jeet Kadam visited the site

theexamination process They
subsequently marched from
the Omkareshwar Temple
Chowkin PunetotheDistrict
Collector’soffice. Participants
raised slogans demanding
theimmediate resignation of
the Chairmanand Secretary

4| toexpresstheir support for
theyouths.

Much like the protest
heldin Delhiagainst exam
irregularities—organized by
the ‘Karappan PoochiJanata
Dal'—thissudden gathering
and protestbyyouthsin Pune
created asignificantstir.




2 R

Today horoscope

1, Yourwisheswillbefulfilled. Children willact with
)| anunderstanding ofthe familysituation. Youwill

beabletoidentifythe genuine well-wishers

aroundyou.Inbusiness, youwillattract
customers by employing newstrategies. Your career
prospectswillbeexcellent.

Youwillunderstand the feelings of family fi )|
membersandadjustyourbehavioraccordingly. & _
Youwillresolvelong-standing disputes through

dialogue. Financial gainswillbring peace of
mind. Businessactivity will pickup momen-
tum. Avoidargumentsat the workplace.

Confusion within the familywill clear up. Financial
inflowwillbesatisfactory. Youwill renovateand
expand yourancestralhome. Donotmake
promisestoanyone. Youwilllearn thenuances
of thetrade. Yourstandingatthe
workplacewillimprove.

. el
 f—

Youwill face expensesand runningaround
related tosiblings. Youwillattempt tosell
ancestral property, suchasahouse, plot, or
agriculturalland. Youwillexpand yourbusiness
andrelocateyourshop toahigh-footfallarea.
Apartnerwill offer support. Workload at the
officewillincrease.

ouwillrecover moneythatwaslentout. Ego
clashes willberesolved, leadingto greater close-
‘nessbetween spouses. Stomach painand nasal
congestion will subside. Siblings willbe helpful.
Business will pick up momentum. Avoidinter-
feringin others’ affairsatthe workplace.

Increasedincome willallowyouto
replaceoldhouseholditems. Thearrival of
guestswillbringlivelinesstoyourhome.
Youwillconductyourselfinawaythatearns
praisefromsuperiorsatwork. Long-pending
duesinbusinesswillbe collected. Maintaina
cordial relationship with your partner.

Youwillefficiently complete planned tasks. People who
ﬂ previouslybenefited from yourhelp willnow
| assistyou.Businesswill bebrisk. Attheworkplace,

: itisbeneficial tofocussolely on your own duties

and avoid unnecessaryinvolvementwith others.

Practice compromise within your mar-
riage. Youwill fulfill the wishes of your wife
and children. Yoursocialstandingand respect
willincrease. Youwillreceive supportfrom
colleaguesatwork. Youwillsucceed inbusiness
byemploying new strategies.

Youmayfacerunningaroundand expenses
related toyour son’seducation or daughter’s
I’;;Tl" \ ;'Gf'_ﬂ' marriage.ySiblings will offer assistanc%. Avoid
" 4, | makingpromisestoanyone. Youwillsuccessfully
recoveroutstanding duesinyourbusiness. You
willmaintainacalm demeanoratwork.

atiguewillvanish,andyouwillappear cheer- ¢
ful. Unnecessaryarguments will cease. You will
acquire new clothesandjewelry. Oldersiblings
willactwithan understanding of your situation.
Superiorsatwork will value you. Business will pick
up momentum, leadingto good profits.

% Youwillengage in newventures. Yourinfluence
within the familywill grow. You willhave the
supportofcolleaguesat work. Youmaybe
recommended foranew position, bringing
increased responsibilities. You will effectively
handlebusiness competition.

Youwillfindsolutionsto old problems by
adoptingadifferentapproach. Youwillacquire
electronicgoodsforyourhome. Avoidinter-
feringinothers’ affairsat work. Youwillmake
connections with prominent figuresinbusiness.
Youwillundertakeajourney.

Planto Operate Country's First
Hydrogen Tramat 110 kmy/h

Railway Board Chairman
Satish Kumar Shares Details

INDORE Ra1lwayBoard Chairman and CEO Sat1sh
Kumarannounced plansto operate India’s firsthydrogen
trainataspeed of 110km/h. Speakingtoreportersyest-
erdayinIndore, Madhya Pradesh, Satish Kumar noted
that Prime Minister Narendra Modihad inaugurated
Indias firsthydrogen&powered trainserviceon July 17.
Thistrain operates on the 89&km&long Jind&Sonipat
routein Haryana. Whileits currentoperating speedis 75
km/h, trial runs for speedsup to 120 km/h have already
been completed.

Consequently, Indian Railwaysis planning to operate
thetrainatspeedsofupto110km/h. Consultations with
relevantstakeholdersareunderwayregardingtherouteson
whichthetrainwill operate. Technicalissuesand arrangem-
entsforhydrogen fuel supplyarealsobeingexamined. The
first Vande Bharat train with sleeper facilitiesis currently
operatingbetween Howrah and Kamakhya. Additionally,
fourmoretrainsareready,and another 11 are expectedto
enterservice thisyear. Satish Kumar stated this.
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No bell had rung yet... only Ilalyaraaja
was in the sanctum sanctorum

Whatdid afemaleSub-Inspectordoatthe

Madurai MeenakshiTemple?

MADURAL: Musiccom- Sl
poserIlaiyaraajamadea %

surprise visit to the Mad-
urai Meenakshi Amman |
Temple. However,afemale |

Sub-Inspector reportedly 8

escortedhimintothesanc- |

tum sanctorumahead of the |
usualschedule, sparkinga
controversy. Devoteesare
questioning whyIlaiyaraaja
wastakeninsidebeforethebell
forthefirst*pooja* (ritual) had
evenrung. Thetemple doors
opendailyat4:30 AM.Once
opened, devoteesenter and
waitinline near the Siddhi
Vinayagar shrine.
Theyare permitted to
proceedtothe sanctumsanc-
torum toworship the Goddess
onlyafterthebell for the first
*pooja*ringsat 5:00 AM.
The *Thiruvananthal Pooja*
takes place after this; this
practicehasreportedlybeen
followed for centuries. Some

devoteeseven form special
groupstovisitthetempleat
dawn specifically to witness
this*Thiruvananthal Pooja*.
Againstthisbackdrop, music
composer Ilaiyaraaja visit-
ed the Meenakshi Amman
Temple yesterday morning.

Thenative of Pannaipuram
hasheldadeep emotional
connectiontothe Meenakshi
Amman Temple—datingback
toevenbeforehisvisitsto the
Tiruvannamalaitemple—and
hevisited the Maduraitemple
inkeeping with this bond.
He was accompanied by

individualsincluding Sasi-
kumar, the State Secretary
of the BJP’s cultural wing.
A female Sub-Inspector on
security dutyatthe temple
reportedlyescortedIlaiyaraaja
andhis companionsinside.
ItappearsIlaiyaraaja waited
there forabout five minutes
before the bell for the first
*pooja*rangat5:00 AM.
Afterward, Ilaiyaraaja offered
prayersto Goddess Meenakshi
and thepresiding deity before
leaving the temple.

A questionhasnowarisen
astowhyhewasescorted

tothe sanctum sanctorum
ahead of schedule, given
thatdevoteesare typically
permitted entry only after
theritual bell rings.

Reportedly,somedevotees
presentatthetempleexpressed
their dissatisfaction over this;
aformal complaintregarding
theincidenthasalsobeen
lodged atthetemple’sinter-
nal superintendent’s office.
Devoteesarenowdemanding
anexplanationastowhether
afemale Sub-Inspector was
authorizedtoescortllaiyaraaja
tothe sanctum sanctorum
ahead oftheusual procedure,
orifhewastakenthereearly
forsecurityreasons.

There is considerable
anticipationregarding what
action the templeadminis-
tration will take concerning
thiscomplaintand whether
officialswill providean ex-
planation fortheincident.

“India’sISRO should join the USinthe plan
to establishanew base onthe Moon”

US Ambassador Sergio Gore extends invitation

BENGALURU USAmb-
assador Sergio Gorehascalled
forIndiasISROtojointhe Un-
ited Statesinitsinitiativetoest-
ablishanewbaseonthe Moon.
Athree&dayspaceexhibition
beganyesterdayinBengaluru,

the capital of Karnataka. US
AmbassadortoIndia, Serg-
io Gore, participatedin the
inaugural ceremony.
Speakingontheoccasion,
hesaid, “Weare preparingto
travel tothe Moonagain. We

haveplanstoestablishanew
basethere.
NASAhasinvited India’s
ISRO tojoin this mission.
Reiterating this, I extend
theinvitation once more.
We wantIndiato partner
withusinthislunar mission.
Research concerningthe
Moonand Marsissettobe
conductedunder America’s
Artemisprogram.Indiahas
officiallyjoined thisinitiati-
ve,amovelwholeheartedly
welcome. Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla visited
theInternational Space Station
lastyear” AnIndianastron-

autwasabletoachieveanew
milestonethanksto America’s
constructive contribution.
Various private companies
have now entered India’s sp-
acesector,and thedoors of
the American space market
haveopenedforIndianfirms.
“Wewelcomeyouwarmly. If
Washingtonand Delhijoin fo-
rces, wecanreachnewheights
inthespacesector; theskyis
thelimitforus. Both nations
canwork together toboost
theglobal spaceeconomyand
evenundertakeajointmiss-
iontothe Moon,” stated U.S.
Ambassador Sergio Corre.

Treatment Must Be Provided for Social
Ills Too: DMK Leader Stalm Urges

CHENNAI: DMK lea-
der M.K. Stalin has urged
that remedies be found and

treatment provided for the (%

socialills plaguingthe country.

Theweddingof Amirtha—dau- :

ghterof Thirumavelan, Head of |

the News Divisionat Kalaignar §
TV—to Rabindrantook place i
in Chennai yesterday. DMK &

leader M.K. Stalin attended

the event and congratulated
thenewlyweds. Speaking on
theoccasion, M.K. Stalin said:
“Thisweddinghas been cond-
uctedinaccordancewith the
principlesofthe *Thirukkural*”
“Thisrepresentsthe Tamilway
oflifeand Tamil culture. The
Dravidianmovementhasbeen

.-.4. o

-
championingandimplementing
theseveryvaluesforacentury.
Priorto 1967, therewasnolegal
recognition validating such
SelfeRespect’ marriages.”
“Itwasin 1967 that a statee-
levelparty—the DMK—first
assumed power in Tamil Na-
du, with Anna taking office
as Chief Minister. Hewent to

““.
ahn

the Legislative Assembly and
implemented threelandm-
ark initiatives for the state.”
“Onewasthetwoerlanguage
policy. Another was the act
of officiallynamingthe state
‘Tamil Nadu’” Next, let us
considerthelawthat valida-
tes SelfeRespect marriages.
Theweddingtakingplace here

isaSelféRespect marriage—a
form ofunion that received
legalrecognition through An-

' na. Thiruvalluvar has stated

that married life should be
founded onlove and virtue.
Boththebrideandthegroom

W herearedoctors. [ have an

earnest request for them: ju-
stasyoudiscover medicines
and provide treatment for
human ailments, you must
also find a curefor the social
maladies’ plaguingour country
today and treat them as well.
Turge you to fulfill this duty.
Whether you are blessed with
aboyoragirl, pleasegive the
child abeautiful Tamilname.
Thisishow hespoke.

Those who attack doctors are unfitto walk the
streets-Supreme Court’s strong observation

NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Courtobserved that
individualswhoattackdoctors
areunfittowalkthestreets,
whilehearinga caseinvolv-
inga ShivSena councilor.
OnJuly6,Ramesh Mhatre,a
ShivSenacouncilorfromthe
Kalyan-Dombivli Municipal
Corporationin Maharashtra,
waspresent withsomeassoci-
atesat Shastri Nagar Hospital
in Thane. Atthattime, the
family ofa pregnant woman
alleged that doctorsand staff
weredelayinghertreatment.

Anargumentensued when
Mbhatre questioned thedoctors
aboutthis. Mhatre and his
supportersthen proceed-
ed to attack the doctors.
AThanecourtgranted bail
to Mhatre—whohad been
arrestedin connection with
the case—on July 14,butthe
Bombay High Courtissued
aninterimstayonthatorder.
Subsequently,on August7,the
BombayHigh Courtgranted
bailto Mhatre and others,
subjectto certain conditions.
Mbhatreappealed to the Su-

preme Courtseekingthecan-
cellation of these conditions,
whilethe state government
filedanappeal challengingthe
bailgranted tohim. During
anearlier hearing on these
petitions, the Supreme Court
hadremarkedthatthosewho
attackdoctorsarenotentitled
tobail. Thepetitionscameup
forhearingagainyesterday
beforeabench comprising
Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta. Duringthe
proceedings, thejudgesstated:
“Suchindividualswhoattack

doctorsareunfittowalk the
streets.”

Thesituationis deteri-
orating rapidly. The same
grouphasonceagainattacked
doctorsinPalghar. Therefore,
wemust sendamessage that
detersothersfromengag-
inginsuchacts. A notice
mustbeissued to Mhatre,
directing him torespond
tothe State Government’s
petition within three weeks.
Thejudges made these ob-
servationsandadjournedthe
hearingtothe28th.
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NewFungus Species Discovered
inGiantPandaDroppings

Resear‘cher‘s have successfully id-
entified a completely new species of
fungus—previously unknown to the wo-
rld—in the droppings of giant pandas-
Chinese researchers isolated themic-
roorganism from panda feces and condu-
cted astudy.

After examining its physical chara-
cteristics and growth patterns across
various temperatures. scientists pe-
rformed a detailed analysisof its DNA
and ribosomal genes. The results con-
firmed that- while closely related to
known fungal varieties. it isadistinct
species entirely new to the scientific
community-

According to aresearch paper published
inthe journal *Current Microbiologyx. the
fungus has been named *Mucor melanoleucusx.
Although it shares aclose geneticrela-
tionshipwith the fungus xMucor saturn-
inusx. there aresignificant structural
differences. Its sporangium (the sac&like
structure that produces spores) is sma-
ller thanusual. yet the spores it produ-
ces are larger than those of other fungi-.
This discovery demonstrates that cou-
ntless microorganisms. yet tobe iden-
tified by humans. remainhiddenwithin
animal waste and decaying organic matter
inthe soil- Scientists are currently
conducting further research to deter-
mine whether this fungus poses any risk
to humans or animals-.or if it holds po-
Gntlal for medical applications-

DACApproves Pro]ects
Worth | Lakh Crore

NEWDELHI: The
Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC) has
approved military
equipmentprocure-
mentprojectsworth
1.1lakhcroreaim-
edatenhancingthe
defence capabilities
oftheIndian Army,
Navy,and AirForce.
Ameetingofthe DAC
was held yesterday
under the chairmanship of Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. During the meeting, approval was granted for the
procurement of Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
and Nuclear (CBRN) reconnaissance vehicles, high&-
mobility vehicles, automated mine&laying equipment,
Advanced Light Helicopters, ‘Trawl’ tanks, and ‘Sarva-
tra’ bridging systems to meetthe Army’srequirements.
CBRNvehicleswill assistin detectingareas affected by
radiationand chemical agents.

‘Sarvatra’ bridging systemsand ‘“Trawl’ tanks will fac-
ilitate the rapid movement of Armytroopsacrossdifficult
terrains. Approval hasbeen granted for the procurement of
‘Arudra’radarsfortheIndian Navyand for theindigenous
designand development of marine gas turbines used for
the propulsion of warships.

Ajith,aVijay Fanin
Tirupati,ChargesWomen
Only 5 forAutonRides!

TIRUPATHI: Ajith hails from Tiruchanur, near Tirupati
in AndhraPradesh. Anauto&rickshaw driver by professi-
on, heisanardentfan of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Vijay.

Heoperatesasharedautoservicebetween Tiruchanurand
Tirupati. He chargeswomen only35fortheridefrom Tiruch-
anurtothe Tirupatibusstand orrailway station. While other
auto&rickshaws charge passengers30oreven340,andbuses
charge320perperson, heisthe onlyonewho chargeswomen
just35.Devoteesand passengershighlyappreciate his gesture.
Ajithsays, “lamadie&hard fan of Vijay Sir. Ever since he
became the Chief Minister,IThavebeen chargingwomen
only35forthetripbetween Tirupatiand Tiruchanurasa
waytohelp the publicin myown small way” He smiles when
mentioning thatmanypeopleaskhim, “Your nameis Ajith,
yetyouareafanof Vijay?”
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Indian Engineer Arrestedin Russia
Wlfe Pleads for Rescue 1nTearfulV1deo

NEW DELHI: Thewife
ofan Indian engineer from
Kanpur, currently detained
by Russian policein Mosc-
ow, hasallegedthat thereare
attemptsto forcibly enlist
himinthe Russian army.
Chandan Gupta, aneng-
ineer from Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh, works at the Mo-
scow branch of Flex Films,
aNoidaebased company.
Heresides in Moscow with
hiswife, Sneha Gupta, and
their 10&yearérold son.
On thenight of September

5 Russian policearrested
Chandan Guptaand his
friend, Ashish, in Moscow’s
Red Squarearea, accusing
them of consumingalcohol
inapublicplaceand brea-
kingthe windshield ofan
ambulance.
Assertingthat her husband
was arrested despite commi-
ttingnowrongdoing, Sneha
Guptaallegedthat thepolice
arepressuringhimto join
the Russian armyto fightin
the Ukraine war. Through
atearfulvideo message, she

appealedto Prime Mini-

8 ster Narendra Modiand
Uttar Pradesh Chief Mini-
ster Yogi Adityanathtoin-
terveneimmediately and

| ensureher husband’s safe
- rescue. Government sou-
' rcesstated thatthe Indian
| Embassyin Moscowhas

urgedlocal authoritiesto
release Sandan Guptaand
Ashishandhasrequested
permissionto meet them.
Thisincident comes amidst
reportsthat Indianstakento
Russiawith promises ofgood
jobsarebeingforciblyrecr-
uited into the military. The
Ministry of External Affairs
has stated that out of the 227
Indians who joined the Ru-
ssianarmy, 139 have been
released and 51 havelost
their lives, while negotiatio-
nswith Russiaare underw-
aytosecurethereleaseofthe
remainingindividuals.

Free travel passes for staff; Forest Force
revitalization at a costof 100 crore

CHENNAI: Forest Mi-
nister R.V. Ranjithkumar
announcedintheLegislative
Assembly thataschemeto
revitalize the Forest For-
cewouldbeimplemented
bythe Forest Department
atacostof3100.72 crore.
While makingannounce-
mentsregarding the Forest
Departmentinthe Assembly,
R.V.Ranjithkumarstated the
following:

Toenhancethe prepare-
dness, operational efficiency,
andservicedelivery capabil-
itiesofthe Tamil Nadu Forest

India’s BRICS Chairmanship takes centrestageas PM
Modihostsexpanded 11-nation Summitin NewDelhi

NEW DELHI: With New
Delhitakingon the chairship,
discussionswillfocus on steer-
inginternational cooperation
acrosstrade, digitaltechnology,
finance, energy security, and
globalgovernancereform. The
two-day summit will bring
together heads of state and
government from member
nations, alongside invited
international participants
andsenior officials, at Bharat
Mandapam in Pragati Maidan
onSeptember12and 13.

Precedingthemainleaders’
gathering, the BRICS Busi-
ness Forum will take place
onSeptember 11 atthe same
venue, alongside a session of
the Women's Business Alliance.
Underits chairship, India has
already organised over 350
BRICS-related meetings and
high-levelengagements across
more than 25 cities nation-
wide.V India’s chairship for
2026isanchoredin the central
theme “Buildingfor Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability”, reflecting the
broadervision of ‘Humanity
First” Discussions acrossvar-
ioussessionsare expected to
addressresilient global supply
chains, cross-border payment
integration, expanded use of
national currencies, micro,
small, and mediumenterprise
(MSME) development, digital
trade, and artificialintelligence.
Talks will also cover energy

Forest Minister’'s announcement

Departmentinadd-
ressing the growing
challengesassociated
with forest protection,
wildlifemanagement,
mitigation ofhuma-
n&wildlife conflict,
and field&level enf-
orcement, the Tamil
NaduForest Forcewill
berestructuredandst-
rengthenedatacostof3100.72
crore over afive&year pe-
riod, from the 2026&27 to
2030&31 financial years.
The Tamil Nadu Forest Fire
Management Scheme will
beimplemented atacostof
%60.58 crore. Induction tr-
ainingcosting12 crorewill
beprovidedto 1,947 newly
recruited uniformed person-
neloftheForest Department.
Twenty&five nature parkswill
beestablishedatacostofI10
croreonlandsownedbythe
government,localbodies,

security, climateresilience,
development finance, the
expansion ofthe New Develop-
ment Bank, and urgentreforms
of multilateral financial and
politicalinstitutions. Operat-
ingacrossthree foundational
pillarsofpolitical andsecurity
matters, economicandfinancial
cooperation, and cultural and
people-to-people exchanges,
thesummitisexpectedtoadopt
ajoint Leaders Declaration
subjectto bilateral consensus.
Theenlarged 11-member core
grouping includes Brazil,
China, Egypt, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, andthe
United Arab Emirates, following
Indonesia’sinduction asafull
memberin2025.
Additionally, 10 partner
nations, namely Belarus,
Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand,
Uganda, Uzbekistan, and
Vietnam, participate within
thebroader BRICS framework
whileremainingdistinct from
fullmember states. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modiwill host
the summit, with confirmed
attendance from Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
expected participation from
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Avisitby President Xiwould
markhisfirsttrip toIndiasince
his2019informal meetingwith
PM Modiin Mamallapuram,
positioningpotential bilateral

and otherinstitutions. The
wood forensicsresearchla-
boratoryfacilityatthe State
ForestResearch Institute will
bemodernizedatacostof35
crore. Initiativestoidentifyand
designate ‘District Biodiver-
sity Symbols’—representing
theunique faunaandflora
foundineach district—will
beundertakenatacostof35
lakh. Compensation amo-
unts for human & wildlife
conflicts and damag-
es caused by wild ani-
mals will be increased.
Fivesolar&electrichybrid
boatswillbe procuredata
costof2 croreforboating
operationsin Pichavaram.
Heissued 12announcements,
includingthe provision of fr-
eebuspasses—intheformof
smartidentity cards—worth
%1.50 croreto 6,200 uniform-
ed personnel workinginthe
ForestDepartment.

exchangesasakeydiplomatic
highlight.

Otherprominentleaders
scheduledto participate in-
cludeSouth African President
Cyril Ramaphosa, Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi,
Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
Belarusian President Alex-
ander Lukashenko, Kazakh
President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, and
Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, alongside expect-
edparticipationfrom United
Nations Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres.

New Delhi’s presidency
places India at the helm of
globaldiscussionsontrade,
financial autonomy, tech-
nological architecture, and
climate action, providinga
platformforcritical bilateral
talks with key international
partners, particularly Russia
and China. India’s four BRICS
chairmanshipsin2012,2016,
2021, and 2026 mirror the
evolvingprioritiesofboth the
grouping and New Delhi’s
diplomatictrajectory. During
itsfirst chairshipin 2012, India
soughttotransformaninformal
dialogue forum into astruc-
tured institution, proposinga
South-financed multilateral
development bank that di-
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Palani MuruganTemple tobe elevatedasa
model institution that draws national attention

Minister Ramesh

CHENNALI: Minister
for Hindu Religiousand
Charitable Endowments,
S.Ramesh, announcedin
the Legislative Assembly
thatthe Palani Murugan
Temple would be elevat-
edtothestatusofamodel
temple, settingan example
thatwould capture theatt-

semblyyesterday, AIAD-
MK member Ravi Manoh-
aran (Palani constituency)
spoke, stating, “Hundreds
ofthousands of devotees
visitthe Palani Murugan
Templeeveryyear.
Contractworkershan-
dlevarioustasksthere,
includingthe temple’s

entionoftheentirenation. *Annadhanam* (freefood

Duringthedebateonde-  distribution) scheme. They
mands for grantsfor the arepaidamonthlysalary of
Commercial Taxesand only310,000.

Registration Department, Permanentstaffshould
aswellastheEnvironme-  beappointedthere” Res-

nt, Climate Change, and
Forests Departmentin the
Tamil Nadu Legislative As-

ISRO willnever

beprivatized
Natlonal space agencychiefclarifies

NEW DELHI: Thehead
of the national space prom-
otionagencyhasstated that
ISROwillneverbeprivatized.
Reportshadrecently sur-
faced suggesting that the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) was set
obeprivatized. Nine ISRO

employeeunionshad deman-
ded a regarding this matter.
Inresponse, Pawan Goenka, Chairman of the Indian Nat-
ional Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN&S-
PACe),issued astatement clarifying thatthereisno truth
tothespeculationabout ISRO’s privatization. Heaffirmed
thatISRO will neverbe privatized, nor willitsimportance
bediminished.

He explained that private sector participationin
thespacedomainisnotaboutreducingISRO’srole; ra-
ther, while theindustry develops mature technologies
and capabilities, it will enable ISRO to focus even more
intensely on India’s next&generation space missions.
Itisnotthesignificance of ISRO thatis changing, butra-
ther thescaleand structure of India’s space ecosystem.
Thereformsimplementedsince 2020 areaimed atexpan-
dingIndiasentirespaceecosystem.

IN&SPACewill facilitateand authorize private sector
participationinthe spaceindustry. ISRO will continue
toserveasIndia’s premier institution foradvanced space
researchandtechnological development, spacescience,
exploration,and criticalas well as frontier space capabili-
ties. Thisiswhathestated.

pondingto this, Minister
for Hindu Religiousand
Charitable Endowments

clarification

S.Rameshsaid, “Irecently
inspectedthe*Annadha-
nam* (freemeal) scheme
operationsand templeinf-
rastructurefacilitiesat the
Palani Murugan Temple.
The memberaccompanied
me duringthatvisit. Lord
Muruganisthe God of the
Tamils. The Chief Minister
hasdirected thatthe Palani
Murugan Templebeeleva-

iyanfrequentlyvisits the
Palani Murugan Temple.
PalaniMuruganhas gr-

" anted him notonly what

tedintoamodel temple th-
atcommandstheattention
oftheentire nation. Acco-
rdingly, itwillbeupgraded
intosuchamodeltemple,
fullyequipped with allnec-
essary amenities.”
**Palani Murugan’s Ge-
nerosity:** Earlier, while
speaking, member Ravi
Manoharanremarked,
“Minister K.A. Sengotta-

heasked forbuthasalso
generouslybestowed up-
"onhimthingshedid not
evenrequest. Therefore,
itis Minister Sengotta-

¥ jyan who should speak
2 themostaboutPalani”

Respondingto this, Mini-
ster Sengottaiyan said, “A
memberhereremarked th-
atLord Murugan of Palani
hasshowered mewithboth
whatIaskedforand whatI
didnot. Justlike Lord Mu-
rugan of Palani, the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu has
alsogenerouslybestowed
uponme;hehasplaced me
inthisposition. Iextend
mybest wishestohim?”

CapaqtyEnhancementforChenna| Metro Phase1
New Consultancy Contract

X35.97 Crore

Worth

CHENNALI: A new co-
ntractworth35.97 crore
hasbeenawarded to pro-
vide consultancyservices

for project management
and detailed design,aimed
atenhancingtransport
capacityalongthe Chennai
Metro Phase&1 corridors.
Ataneventheldin Che-
nnai, theagreementwas
signed by Manoj Goyal,
Director (Systemsand
Operations) of Chennai
Metro Rail Limited (CM-
RL); Sunil Kumar Reddy
Kasa, Regional Director of
AECOM India;and Satis-
hlalSuneja, Joint Director

of Nippon KoeiIndia.K.
Mani Venkata Kumar,
Chief General Manager of
CMRL, along with other
officials, participatedin
theevent.
Officialsfrom CMRL
stated that this project
wasinitiated because the
number of Chennai Metro
passengersissteadilyincr-
easing; the projectaimsto
increasethe frequency of
metro trainson Phase&1
corridorsand upgrade
stationsas well as technical
infrastructure. All these
improvement works will
becarried out while ensur-

rectlylaidthegroundwork for
theestablishment of the New
Development Bankin2014.
Bythe2016 Goa Summit, held
under the theme “Building
Responsive, Inclusive and
Collective Solutions”, India
broadenedthe bloc’s focus
towards counter-terrorism,
regional connectivity, and
collectivesecurity, leveragingthe
platformtourgeinternational
action againstterror networks
and cross-border threat financ-
ing. Duringits third chairship
in2021, conductedvirtually
amidthe COVID-19pandemic
and complex military standoffs
alongthe Line of Actual Con-
trol, India adopted the theme
“BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS
Cooperation for Continuity,
Consolidationand Consensus.”

New Delhi successfully
preserved the functioning
of the multilateral platform
whileprioritisingpublichealth,
economicrecovery, anddiplo-
matic consensus. In2026, as
hosttoan expanded BRICS+
framework, Indiais deploying

NEW YORK: Spain’s Ca-
rlos Alcarazhasadvancedto
the quartere-finals ofthe US

itschairship to champion Global
Southpriorities, positioningthe
groupingasaleadingvoice for
institutionalreform, financial
inclusivity, and sustainable
development.

Disclaimer: This post has
beenauto-publishedfroman
agencyfeedwithoutany mod-
ificationstothetextand has
notbeenreviewed by aneditor

Opentennistournament.
Ontheeighthday ofthe
tournament currently un-
derwayin New York, world
number2 and defending
champion Carlos Alcaraz
defeated the 20the>ranked
American, Tommy Paul,
inthemen’ssingles fourt-
herround matchtosecurea

i

ufapt gy of
8 MEETING OF THE

spotinthequartere>-
finals. Meanwhile,
American Frances
Tiafoe (ranked 11th)
faced Russia’s Daniil
Medvedev (ranked 7th);
Tiafoe defeated Medvedev
instraight sets—7¢+6 (7¢1),
64, 7¢06 (8¢6)—to enter
thequarterefinals.
Additionally, American Ben
Shelton (ranked 8th) advan-
cedtothe quarterefinalsby
defeating Greece’s Stefanos
Tsitsipas (ranked 53rd) with
ascoreof6e»2,6e3, 6&4.
Meanwhile, Argentina’s

Tomas Etcheverry (ranked
27th) lostto American Alex
Michelsen (ranked 46th)
instraight sets: 6&7 (6¢8),
4¢+6,4¢6. Inthe women's
singles fourthround, top
seed and defending cham-
pion Aryna Sabalenka of
Belarus defeated American
Taylor Townsend 6¢+4, 63
toadvancetothe quarterfin-
als. Additionally, Linda No-
skovaofthe Czech Republic
(ranked 6th) beat Ukraine’s
MartaKostyuk (ranked 11t-
h)7¢»5, 567, 6e4tosecure
aspotinthequarterfinals.

ingthatpassengerservices
continue safelyand witho-
utanyinterruption.
Under this project, the
consultancy firm will
fullyhandleall technical
advisoryand superviso-
rytasks—including the
preparation of detailed
plansforarchitecture, rai-
Iwaytracks,and electrical
and mechanical works
for the Phase 1 corridors;
the formulation of tend-
erspecifications;and the
on&site supervisionand
managementof construc-
tionactivities. They stated
this.

The Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation, ShriAmit Shahinagroup photograph during chairs
the 28th meeting ofthe Western Zonal Council at Panaji, in Goaon September07,2026.

AlcarazAdvancestoUS
Open Quarter & finals

Thirderseeded American
Jessica Pegula defeated
16thérseeded Romanian
Sorana Cirstea 6¢»3, 6654,
while 26therseeded Ame-
rican Emma Navarro beat
2l1stérseeded Russian Anna
Kalinskaya 64, 6¢>2to ad-
vancetothe quarterfinals. In
thesecondround ofthe men’s
doublesevent, theIndoe»A-
merican pair of Sriram Bal-
ajiand Evan Kinglost 4¢6,
5e»7tothe 12theéseeded duo
of Edouard Rogere~Vasse-
lin (France) and Hugo Nys
(Monaco).
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Delhi Hostel Collapse: Death Toll
Risesto7;5 Oﬂic1als Suspended

NEWDELHI: Thedeathtoll ~

,ﬂ

inthestudent hostel building 5=

collapsein Delhihasrisen to

seven. The Delhigovernment

has ordered the suspension

of fivemunicipal officialsin
connectionwiththeincident. .

Whileinitialreportsindicated
threefatalities, four more in-

dividuals succumbedto their &

injuries,
bringingthe total death
tollto seven. Additionally,

s =

Rescue opemtzons contznued

five people are undergoing foraseconddayyesterday, asit

treatmentin the hospital; the
condition ofsomeisreported

is believedthat morestudents
might still be trapped in the

tobecritical, raisingfearsthat ~collapsedstructure.

thedeathtollcouldrisefurther.

Mayor Rekha Guptavisited

il / were the causes ofthe collap-
.,,1/1/-‘ se. “Thaveordered ajudicial
« =g inquiryintotheaccidentand

directedthatacaseberegistered

R againstthebuildingowner,”he

M said. The Delhigovernment

theszte yesterday to mspect the
rescueefforts. She statedthat
theaccumulation of water in
the building’s foundation and
renovation work carried out
onthe50eyeardroldstructure

hasordered the suspension

=— offiveofficials—the Deputy
- Commissionet, Executive

Engineer, Superintending
Engineer, Assistant Engineet,
. and Junior Engineer—in con-
nectionwith the accident. The
buildingowner, 81&yeardrold
Hariram Gupta, wasarrested
yesterday in Bhiwadi, Rajas-
than; thepolice also arrested
hiswifeandson.

India and Thailand discuss further
strengthenmg of Strateglc Partnershlp

THAILAND: India’s Am-
bassadorto Thailand, Puneet

Agrawal, held discussions |

with Thailand’s Vice Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Vijavat
Isarabhakdi, centred on deep-
eningbilateral cooperation
across multiple strategic
domains.
Thediplomaticengage-
menttook placeon Monday;,
duringwhich Ambassador
Agrawal paidacourtesy call
onthesenior Thaiofficial. The
EmbassyofIndiain Thailand
detailed the exchangeonX,
stating, “Ambassador Puneet
Agrawalpaidacourtesycallon
Vice Minister for Foreign Af-
fairsof Thailand HE Mr. Vijavat
Isarabhakdi. Discussions fo-
cusedon furtherstrengthening
theIndia- Thailand Strategic
Partnership, includingin
trade,investment, defence
and security, and cultural
exchanges” Thishigh-level
diplomaticinteraction follows
aseriesofrobustdefenceen-

gagementsbetween thetwo
nations. Lastweek, the 14th
edition of Staff Talksbetween
theIndianNavyandtheRoyal
ThaiNavyconcludedin New
Delhi, focusingonnaval ca-
pacitybuilding, profession-
altraining expansion,and
operational collaboration.
TheIndian NavystatedonX
regardingthe proceedings,
“14th Edition of Indian Navy
andRoyal Thai Navy Staft Talks
weresuccessfully concluded
on 03 Sep 26 at New Delhi.
Co-chairedbyRear Admiral
SachinRSequeira, ACNS(FCI)
andRear Admiral Chaksawat

Saiwong, Director, Office of
Policyand Planning, Naval
Operations Department,
Royal Thai Navy, the talks
focused on strengthening
thefoundations ofbilateral
engagement, reaffirming
commitment for capaci-
tybuilding & training and
identifyingareasfor further
collaboration”

Maritime cooperation
hasseenfurtheroperational
milestonesearlier thisyear.
InJuly, Indian Naval Ships
INS Udaygiri, INS Shakti,
and INS Kavarattifromthe
Eastern Fleet conducted a

Passage Exercise (PASSEX)
alongsidethe Royal ThaiNavy

| vessel HTMS Chao Phraya.

Thejointnaval manoeu-
vres followed a port call by
theIndian Fleetat Sattahip,
designed to boost tactical
interoperability.

TheIndian Navyspokes-
personnotedonXconcerning
thedrill, “Indian Naval Ships
INSUdaygiri,INS Shaktiand
INSKavarattiofthe Eastern
Fleetundertook PASSEX with
HTMS Chao Phraya ofthe
Royal Thai Navy following
their visit to Sattahip, Thai-
land. The exercise provided
anopportunity toenhance
interoperability between
the two Navies, reaffirming
their shared commitmentto
maritimesecurityandregional
stability” Disclaimer: This
posthasbeenauto-published
fromanagencyfeed without
anymodificationstothetext
andhasnotbeenreviewed by
aneditor

Controversy Erupts Over Hindu Group’s
Visit: Staff Strike Closes Eiffel Tower

PARIS: A controversy
hasarisen in France after
femaleemployeeswere
reportedly askedtoleave
their posts duringavisit by
aHinduorganizationtothe
Eiffel Tower. Thetower was
temporarily closed as staff
staged aprotest in response
tothisaction.
Thousands of tourists from
aroundtheworldregularly
visitthe Eiffel Tower in Paris.
Last Saturday, agroup of
100peoplefromthe Bocha-
sanwasi Akshar Purushott-

am Swaminarayan Sanstha

(BAPS)—aHindu organiz-
ation based in Gujarat—vis-
ited thelandmark.
Allegations surfacedthat
femaleemployees working
atthetowerwereremoved
fromthepremises during
thisvisit. Thismove by the
Eiffel Tower’smanagement
sparked outragein France.
Whilepoliticalleaders cond-
emnedtheincident, thestaff
launched astrike.
Consequently, the Eiffel
Towerwas closedforashort

period. It reopened foll-
owingnegotiations with
[ 4 theemployees. Stéphane

tative, stated: “Female
employeesweretoldto
leave their workstations
whentherepresentatives
fromtheHinduorgan-
izationarrived. Male
employees weredeployed
intheirplace”
Thisincident, which occurr-
edoverthe weekend, caused
significant anger amongthe
staff, leadingto ameeting on
Monday. “This meetingwas
held tonegotiate withthe
management and to ensutre
thatwomenwouldnot be
treatedinsucha manner at
the company in the future,”
itwas stated. The openingof
the Eiffel Tower was delayed
asemployees gatheredfor
this meeting; anotice board
atthesiteindicated that the

openingofthe monument
hadbeenpostponed dueto
operationalreasons. Me-
anwhile, theinauguration
ceremony ofa Hindu temple
took placein the suburbs of
Paris; Prime Minister Modi
inauguratedthetemplevia
video conference. Members
of Hindu organizations had
traveledto Franceto attend
thisevent.

Itwas duringthisvisit that
theywent to the Eiffel Tower.
Theprivate company man-
agingoperations at the Eiffel
Tower explained that female
employees wereaskedto le-
avetheworkplaceforashort
periodat the specificrequest
ofthe Hindu group membe-
rs. Addressingthe controve-
rsialincident, Paris Deputy
Mayor Emmanuel Grégoire
stated that an inquiry into
thematter would be ordered
soon.

Odishasistersclimb ahill to
study and clear the NEET exam

Overcomlng poor Internet connectivity...

o AL
MAYURBHAN] Sisters

from Odishahaveamazedev-
eryonebyclearingthe NEET

. ilableattheirhome.
Yajnaseniand Div-
yaseniarethedau-
ghtersof Gouranga
Kathua,apoorfarm-
er,and Sunita,an Anganwadi
helper, from Mahulabhanga

villagein Odisha’s Mayurbh-
anjdistrict. Dueto financial
constraints, theydid notatt-
end private coachingcenters;
instead, theystudied through
self&effortand online classes
toachievesuccessinthe NE-
ET exam.
Sincetherewasnoadeq-
uate mobilenetworkin their
area,theywouldclimbanearby

hillandstudyon theirmobile
phonesuntillateatnight. The
eldersister, Yajnaseni, cleared
theexamonherthirdattempt,
whiletheyoungersister, Div-
yaseni—whostudied under
herguidance—clearediton
her firstattempt. Thesisters’
soleambitionistobecome
excellentdoctorsinthefuture
andservetheunderprivileged.

Local 08.09.2026 OutStation09.09.2026 I
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Mysuru: The volume of water released from Karnataka damsinto the Cauveryriverfor TamilNadu has been
reducedto 5,200 cubicfeetpersecond.

No needto expunge the Chief Minister's remarks
from the House records” - Speaker firm

Weremained

forevenaminute while Chief

DMK memb ers Who protested wereevicted

ol . ]
CHENNATI:Inthe Tamil

Nadu Legislative Assembly,
DMK membersdemanded
thatthe ChiefMinister’sre-
marksregardingthe Sarkaria
Commissionreportandthe
MISA issuebeexpungedfrom
the Houserecords. However,
Speaker J.C.D. Prabhak-
ar firmly declared, “There
isnoneed toexpunge the
Chief Minister’s remarks
from the House records.”
Yesterday, whilereplyingto
thedebate on thedemands
for grants for the Police De-
partmentin the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly, the Chief
Ministerleveled aseries of
allegationsagainstthe DMK.
The Assembly convened at
9:30 AM today, marking the
finalday of this session.
Today’s proceedingsinvo-
Ivedebates onthe demandsfor
grantsforseveral departments:

Pubhc Sector; Non&Re51dent
TamilsWelfare; State Legislat-
ure; Governorand Council of
Ministers; Finance; Planning
and Development; Pensions
and Retirement Benefits;and
Transport.

Meanwhile, DMK me-
mbers demanded that the
Chief Minister’s remarks
regardingthe Sarkaria Com-
missionreportand the MISA
issuebeexpunged fromthe
Assemblyrecords. Speaking
ontheoccasion, DMK Whip
E.V.Velusaid, “The Legislat-
ive Assemblyhasestablished
conventions;accordingly, the
Chief Ministerisexpected to
speak with dignity. Howev-
er, Chief Minister Vijay has
violated these conventions.
Furthermore, matters curr-
entlyunderjudicialinquiry
arenottobediscussedinthe
House.

| silent while Chi-
y ef Minister Vijay
s spoke yesterday,
s buthisreadingof
the Enforcement
Directoraterepo-
. rtwasabreach of
Housedecorum.
M.K. Stalinwasim-
prisonedforayear
afterbeingarrested
—iunder the MISA
Act,alawthatwent
againstdemocraticprinciples.
EvenDKleader Veeramani,a
proponentofPeriyar’sideolo-
gy, wasimprisonedalongside
M.K. Stalin. Wealso objectto
the Chief Minister’sremarks
regardingthe MISA Act.
Yesterday, the Chief Mi-
nister spokeabout Maran;
however, therulesstate that
oneshouldnotspeakabout
individualswhoarenotpres-
entinthe House. The Sarkaria
Commissionitselfstated that
theallegationsagainst Kalai-
gnar Karunanidhicouldnot
be provenand thatno case
couldbefiledduetoalackof
evidence. Allunsubstantiated
remarks made by ChiefMin-
ister Vijaymustbe expunged
fromthe Assemblyrecords.”
Respondingto this, Speaker
J.C.T. Prabhakarsaid, “DMK
membersdidnotpayattention

Minister Vijaywasspeaking.
The Chief Minister’smention
of M.K. Stalin’sarrestunder
MISA was a statement of
fact. Similarly, the Sarkaria
Commission hasbeen dis-
cussedin the Assemblyon
numerous occasions. Why
did DMK members display
placardsinthe House without
my permission? Thereisno
need to expunge any of Ch-
ief Minister Vijay’s remarks
fromyesterday’srecords.”
Followingthis, DMK members
surrounded the Speakerand
raised slogans,anactionthe
Speaker stronglycondemned.

Atthatjuncture, Leader
ofthe House Sengottaiyan
intervened and demanded
thatthe DMK members, who
hadbeencreatingaruckusin
the Assembly fortwo days, be
evicted. Following this, the
Speakerstated, “Igrantper-
missiontothe DMK Whipto
speakinthe Assembly; hemay
speakforaslongashewishes”
However,the DMK members
remainedseatedinthe House
and continuedtoraiseslogans.
Consequently, the Speaker
ordered themarshalstoevict
the DMK membersfrom the
House. Followingthisorder,
the marshalsremovedthe
DMK members.

AIADMK Announces 3 Day Window to Obtain
Applications for By Election Candidacy

CHENNATI: Edappadi
Palaniswamihasannounced
thatthose wishingto contest
the Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram by&elections
onbehalfofthe AIADMK can
obtainapplicationformsatthe
partyheadquarters over the
nextthreedays, startingtoday.

TheElection Commis-
sionannounced yesterday
(Monday) thatby&elections
for the vacant Madurant-
hakam and Dharapuram
Assembly constituenciesin
Tamil Naduwouldbe held
on the 6th of next month.
Inastatementregardingthis,
ATADMK General Secretary
EdappadiPalaniswamisaid,
“By&electionsfortheMadura-
nthakam (Reserved)and Dha-
rapuram (Reserved) Assembly
constituenciesarescheduledto
takeplace on October6,2026.
Accordingly, those wishing
tocontestascandidatesrep-
resentingthe AllIndia Anna
DravidaMunnetraKazhagam
(AIADMK) may obtain the
necessaryapplicationformsat
thepartyheadquarters daily
between 10:00 AM and 6:00
PM, starting today (Septe-
mber8,2026) through Th-
ursday, September 10,2026.
Iwishtoinformyouthatthe
forms mustbe filled out cl-
earlywithalltherequested
detailsand submitted to the

headquarters by6 00PMon
September 10,2026
ChiefMinister Vijayhad
contestedand wonintwocons-
tituencies—ChennaiPerambur
and Trichy East—duringthe
Tamil Nadu Assemblyelec-
tions. Afterassumingoffice
as ChiefMinister, heresigned
fromhis MLA post for the
Trichy East constituency.
Subsequently, six ATADMK
MLAs—C. Vijayabaskar (Vi-
ralimalai), M.R. Vijayabaskar
(Karur), Maragatham Kum-
aravel (Maduranthakam),
Jayakumar (Perundurai),
Sathiyabama (Dharapuram),
and Isakki Subbiah (Ambas-
amudram)—resigned from
theirpostsandjoined TVK.
Election petitions concerning
five of these constituencies
—Trichy East, Viralimalai,
Karur, Perundurai,and Am-
basamudram—arecurrently
pending. Meanwhile, the Elec-
tion CommissionofIndiahas
announced thatby&elections
for the Maduranthakamand

T N
Dharapuram constituencies
willbe held on October 6.
Inthe Assembly election,
Maragatham Kumaravel,
contesting on behalfofthe
ATADMK inthe Madurant-
hakam constituency, wonby
securing 69,298 votes. TVK
candidate Ezhil Catherine
secured 62,090 votes, DMK
candidate AmuluPonmalar
received 59,838 votes, and
NTK candidate Janakiraman
obtained 4,950 votes. Mar-
agatham Kumaravel, who
joined TVK after resigning
asan MLA, was appointed
asthe State Deputy General
Secretary.

Amidst this situation,
thereisanticipationregar-
ding whether Maragatham
Kumaravel will contestfrom
theconstituencyorifEzhil Ca-
therine—whohascontested
previously—willbegiventhe
opportunity. Sathyabama,
who contested on behalf of
the ATADMK in the Dhar-
apuram constituency, won

bysecuring 81,100 votes.
DMK candidate Indirani
( secured 64,373 votes, Gauri
Chitrareceived 46,438 votes,

. and NTK candidate Divya

obtained 6,026 votes.
Sathyabama, whoresign-

 edfromherMLA posttojoin

| TVK,currentlyservesasthe
JointSecretaryofthe Tiruppur
EastDistrictunit.Itisreported
thatthereisastrongpossibility
of Sathyabamabeingannou-
ncedasthe candidateforthe
Dharapuram constituency.
Inthe Assemblyelections, the
ATADMK managed towin
both the Maduranthakam
and Dharapuram constitue-
ncies, defyingthe TVKwave.
Consequently,the ATADMK
iskeenonsecuringvictoryin
thesetwo constituenciesonce
again. Itisalsoreported that
the DMK hasdecidedtofield
candidatesthere.
Thefilingofnomination
papers for theby&election
begins tomorrow (Septem-
ber9). Thelastdateforfiling
nominationsis September
16.Scrutiny of nomination
paperswilltake placeonthe
17th. Thelastdaytowithdraw
nominationsisthe 19th. Po-
llingwillbeheld on October
6,andvote countingwill take
placeon October9.The Model
CodeofConducthascome
intoforceinall constituencies.
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