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TheBJPleadershiphasdecidedtolauncha’Service
Pledge’campaignonPMNarendraModi's birthday

NEW DELHI: To mark
the completion of 25 years
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s tenure in high
government office, the BJP
leadership has decided to
launch amonth&long ca-
mpaign titled ‘Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan’ (Pledge of Service),
starting on hisbirthday, the
17th. Various events willalso
beorganized to engage the
younger generation. Senior
BJPleader Modi, 75, served as
the Chief Minister of Gujarat
for 13 years—from October
2001toMay21,2014.

Followingthevictory of
the BJP&led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) in the
2014 Lok Sabhaelections, he
assumed office as the countr-
y’s Prime Minister for the first

timeinlate May of that year.
Subsequently, the NDA alli-
ancealsoemerged victorious
inthe2019and 2024 Lok
Sabhaelections,and Modi
took officeas Prime Minister
forathird consecutive term.
To mark the completion of
atotal of 25 yearsinleader-
ship roles—comprising 13
yearsas the Chief Minister
of Gujaratand 12 yearsasthe
Prime Minister—the BJP hi-
ghcommandhasdecidedto
organize nationwide events
overaone&month period
starting from hisbirthdayon
the 17th, under thebanner of
the ‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’
(Service Pledge Campaign).

Speaking about thisat
the BJP headquarte-
rsin Delhiyesterday,
the party’snationalle-
ader Nitin Nabin said:

“Modi, whobegan his | N

journeyasanordinary

party worker, is today | ﬁ. )

workingtirelesslyas the
country’s Prime Minist-
er. Hehasbroughtabout §
qualitative changesin
sociallifeand hastaken
various measures to uplift
thelivelihoods of the people.
Since the governmentled
by Prime Minister Modi
assumed office, 25 crore
poor families have been
lifted out of poverty. When

Modibecame Prime Min-
ister, the country’s policy
framework was weak, and
the economy was sluggish.
However, our countryhas
now emerged asoneof the
fastest&growing major

Chief Minister Vijay’s First
Overseas Trip Since Taking Office

Departs for London Tonight

CHENNATL: ChiefMin-
ister VijayistravelingtoLo- |
ndon, England, markinghis | g
firstoverseastrip sinceass-
umingofficein TamilNadu.
TheTVKgovernmenthas &
setagoaltotransform Ta-
milNadu’seconomyinto
a$1.5trillion economy
by2036.Consequently,
thegovernmenthasbeen
planning strategically
fromtheoutsettoattract
industrialinvestments.

Aspartofthiseffort, In-
dustries Minister Keerthana
recentlyvisited South Korea,
wheresheheld discussionswith
varjouscompanies, including
anautomobile manufacturer,
andsigned several Memor-
andums of Understanding
(MoUs). Following this, a
Global Investors Meet was
heldin Chennaion August
13, resultingin further Mo-
Uswith various companies.
Governmentsourcesreport

i;! ,

thatinthemorethan 110days
sincethe TVK government
tookoffice, MoUssigned with
companieshaveattractedinve-
stmentsworth31,02,514 crore
and created employmentopp-
ortunitiesfor 1,21,788 people.
Againstthisbackdrop,ahig-
h&level delegationled by Chief
Minister Vijayis set to visit
Londontomeetinvestorsand
invitethemtoinvestin Tamil
Nadu. Accordingly, ChiefMi-
nister Vijaywilldepartfrom
Chennaifor Londontonight
(Thursday)ataround 10:00PM.

alreadytraveledto Londonto
makethenecessary prepar-
ations. Minister Keerthana
isalsotravelingto London.
This marks the first official
overseasvisitundertaken by
Vijaysinceassumingofficeas
Chief Minister. The Assembly
budgetsession concludedjust

== thedaybeforeyesterday,and

Hewilltravelto LondonviaDu-
bai. Histour thereisscheduled
for September 16,and he will
returnto Chennaivia Dubai
at8:00 AMonSeptember17.
While participatingin the
investors’ meetingin Lond-
on, Chief Minister Vijay will
invite representatives from
variousindustrial firmsand
investorstosetupbusinesses
in Tamil Nadu.
Seniorofficialsfromvari-
ous TamilNadu government
departmentsand Public Works
Minister Aadav Arjunahave

followingthat, Chief Minister
Vijayhas prepared for this
foreign trip.

Officials are active-
ly making arrangements
atthe Chennaiairport for
the Chief Minister’s visit.
Thereisintense competition
between TamilNaduand oth-
erstates—including Andhra
Pradesh—toattractindustrial
investments.

Thesuccessoftheindustri-
alsectorliesinattractingmore
investmentthan other states;
hence, the TamilNadugovern-
menthasintensifieditsefforts
tosecurenewinvestments.

On September 15, 2026—the 118thbirth anmversaryofthe eminent IeaderArlgnarAnna—semor party
functionaries, including Party PresidentM.K. Stalin, General Secretary Duraimurugan, and Treasurer T.R.
Baalu, paidtheirrespects by garlanding the statue of ArignarAnnalocated near Valluvar Kottamin Chennai
ataround 9:00AM.

economiesin the world
Our country’s stature and
prestige on the global stage
haverisen.

Morethan 37 countries
havehonored Prime Mini-
ster Modi with their highest

Various eventsarealsobeingorganized toengagetheyoungergeneratlon

| .1y awardshave been co-
K nferredinrecognit-
ionofhisexemplary
leadership qualities.
&% To celebrate hiscom-
4 pletion of 25 yearsin
leadership, the BJP
8| hasplanned various
8% cventsspanningone
month, beginningon
B hisbirthdayon the
17th”

According-
ly, the 17th of this month
will be observed as ‘Seva
Diwas’ (Day of Service).
Blood donation camps will
beheldacross the country.
Alamp&lighting ceremony

willtake placeintheevening
onthatday;beneficiaries of
government schemes and
BJP cadres willlightlamps
to express gratitude for Pr-
ime Minister Modi’s public
service.

On October 7, Prime
Minister Modi completes
25yearsin high&level go-
vernment office. A major
event will be held on that
dayas partofthe ‘Seva Sa-
nkalp Abhiyan’ campaign.
Additionally, foot marches,
aswellasmotorcycleandbic-
yclerallies, willbe organized
inalldistrictheadquarters.
From the 17th of this month
until October 7, the BJP will

organize drawingand spee-
ch competitionsinschools.

ChiefMinistersand Un-
ion Ministers will present
certificates to the winners.
Health campsand aware-
ness programs regarding
government schemes will
be conductedinallvillages.

A‘SevaFirstInnovation
Challenge’ competition will
alsobeheldforyouth, studen-
ts, start&ups, industry exper-
ts,and corporate innovators.
Furthermore, cleanliness
driveswillbe carried outin
all districts on October 2.
Variousevents willbe orga-
nized to engage the younger
generation, educatingthem
about the country’s histo-
ry, heritage, and culture.
Hesstated this.

CPI to Contest Thattanchavadi By election
Letter Submitted to Minister Anand

Seeklng TVK’s Support

PUDHUCHERRY: The
Communist Party of India |

(CPI) is set to contest the |

Thattanchavadi byerelect- t
ion. Aletter seekingsupport |
was submitted to TVK to-
day. State Secretary Salim
stated that they have also
requested supportfromthe
Congressand VCK parties.
TheINDIA alliancein Pudu-
cherryhadpreviously fractured
dueto operationalissues. In
thelastelection, Vinayagam,
acandidatefromthe Manitham
Makkal Kazhagam (MMK)
—whichwaspartofthe TVK
alliance—securedsecondplace
in Puducherry. Vinayagam
had expressed his intention

\ a.

sl

to contest again within the
TVKalliance. Additionally,
thepartyleader, MLA Nehru,
visited Delhito meet Congress
representatives; they planto co-
ntestunder the Congress party
symbol. Amidst this, the CPI
hasdecidedto contest the Tha-
ttanchavadi byerelection. The
party’sexecutivecommitteehas

selected State Secretary Salim
asitscandidate. Consequently,
Salimand other officee>bear-
erstraveledto Chennaitoday
to seek support from TVK.
When asked about this, Salim
said, “The Thattanchavadi
constituencyin Puducherry
isa CPI constituency. There
was confusion regarding the

contestlast time, but we are
contestingtheelection thistime.
Wehave sought supportfrom
the Congress, VCK, and CPM
parties. Wesubmitted aletter
to Minister Anandin Chenn-
airequesting TVK’ssupport.
Wewill certainly contest this
timewith the backingof TVK,
Congress, VCK, and CPM.”

Union Cabinet Approves 5 Railway
LineProjectsWorth¥10,021 Crore
Across 5 States, IncludingTamilNadu

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet yesterday approved

_;:;;

fivemultiertrackingrailway - -

projectsworth?10,021 croreac-

rossfivestates, including Tamil —__

Nadu. A meetingofthe Cabinet =

Committeeon Economic Affa-
irs, chaired by Prime Minister
Modi, was held yesterday.
Approval was granted for
Sfivemultietrackingrailway
projectsinvolving an invest-
ment 0f310,021 croreacross
17districtsinthestates of Ta-
mil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Telangana.
Theseprojects willadd appro-
ximately 540 kmto the Indian
Railways’existing network.
These projects willimprove
rail connectivity for around
2,121 villages, benefitingap-
proximately 52lakh residents
livinginthese areas.
Accordingtothe official

statement, the projectsinclude
the Arakkonam-Renigunta
3rdand4thrailwaylines (77
km) and the Whitefield-Ba-
ngarapet 3rd and4thlines (47
km). The approved projects
include the Hosur-Omalur
doublerailwayline (147 km),
the Salem-Karur-Dindigul
doublerailwayline (159km),
andtheSecunderabad (Ghat-
kesar)-Kazipetline (110km).
Increasingthe capacity of these
railway lines will significantly
improvepassenger andfreight

transportation. These multies-
trackingprojects are designed
toreducerailtraffic congestion
andarescheduledfor complet-
ionbytheyear2029-30.
These projects are set to
beimplemented under the
Prime Minister’s Gati Shakti
scheme. Furthermore, rail
connectivitywillbeimproved
forkeytourismand spiritual
sites, including Tirupati, the
Tiruttani Subramanya Swamy
Temple, the Tiruchanur Sri
Padmavathi Thayar Temple,

theKotilingeswamr Temple,
. theSriSeethi Bhairaveswara
— Swamy Temple, Bangaru

— = _7' Tirupati, Kolar Gold Fields,

' Hogenakkal Falls, Hosur Fort,
Mettur Dam, the Kodaikanal

W hillregion, Sathyamangalam

Wildlife Sanctuary, the Na-
makkal Anjaneyar Temple,
Namakkal Fort, the Kalyana
Pasupatheeswarar Temple,
Yadagirigutta Temple, Bhu-
vanagiri Fort, Surendrapu-
ri, and Swarnagiri Temple.
Theserailwaylinesarecrucial
fortransportingvariouscom-
modities, including coal, cem-
ent, iron and steel, containets,
vehicles, foodgrains, petroleum
products, andfertilizers.

Through capacity enhanc-
ementworkson theselines, an
additional 47 million tonnes of
freighttraffic can be handled
annually.
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Today horoscope

Youwill purchasehigh-valueitems. Relatives
fromyour spouse’s side will visit you. You wil
lguideyour children ontoanew path. Business
will pickup momentum, leading to profits. A
partnerwill offer support. Your performanceat
workwillbe excellent.

Youwillreceive assistance froman expected
source. Youwill discover your children’sunique |
talents. Youwillmake effortstorenovateand
expandyourancestralhome. Benefits will come
through government-related matters. Your
administrative skills will shine at the workplace.
Business willflourish.

(

s
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Youwillactwithself-confidence. Youwill
meetindividuals connected to government
affairs. Siblings will provide strongsupport.

Youwill haveyour vehicleserviced orrepaired.
Bothbusinessand employment prospects will
be excellent.

S— v}

Youwillhold the upper handin family
matters. Old friends willapproach youseeking
assistance. Medical expensesrelated toyour
motherwill decrease. Newstock willarrive for
yourbusiness. Attheworkplace, itisbesttomind
your own businessand focus onyour tasks.

Youmay experiencehealthissues or mental
fatigue. Youmightstruggle to complete planned
‘tasks. Youwillattempt to sellancestral property,
suchasahouse,aplotofland,oragricultural
acreage. Business will yield moderate profits. It
‘isadvisabletoavoid argumentsatthe work-
place.

Youwill curbunnecessaryexpenses. Hos-
tility with paternal relatives will fade away.
Yourbondwithyour children will strengthen.
Your trueworthwillberecognizedat the 7
workplace. Youwillattractold customersby i
employing newstrategiesin your business.

Youwill findkeysolutions tolong-standingissues. You
will gain the friendship of prominent people. Benefits will
come through government-related matters. Your

mother’shealth willimprove. Youwill complete
tasks quicklyatworkand expand your
businesssignificantly.

Yourwords will carry more weight within
the family. Youwill complete tasks by acting with
presence of mind. Businessinventorywillsell
out,andyouwillreceive expected assistance.
Along-soughtdocumentwillbefoundatthe
workplace,and your superior willappreciate
yourwork.

Youwillfeel energized byanew friendship.
'»P Youwillundertakehome expansion. Youwill
" receivehelpfrom people of differentlanguages
or faiths. Business willbe briskand profitable,
andyouwillenjoythesupportofyoursuperiorat
work.

Youmayhavetostruggletocomplete planned [
tasks. Avoidargumentsinsocial circles. Itisbest
to focus solely on your own work at the office.
Confusionmayariseinbusiness,and travel could

proveexhausting.

. Thosewho havebeen searching foremployment
willfindajob. Confusionwill clear, bringing
peace to the family. Youwill purchaseelectronic
appliances. Youwillberecommended foranew
positionatworkand willexpand your

businessonalargescale.

\

Youwillenjoy meetingold friends and fulfill
thewishes ofyoursiblings. You will take new
initiatives to expand your business, with support
fromyour partner. Atwork, itisbesttoavoid
interferingin others’ affairs.

License Revoked for
Unsanitary Canteen at
ajivGandhi Hospital

CHENNALI: Thelicense ofa canteen operatingunder
unsanitary conditionsat the RajivGandhi Government
General Hospitalin Chennaihasbeenrevoked.
Officials from the Chennai District Food Safety Dep-
artment conducted inspectionsyesterdayataprivate
canteenandateastalllocated within the RajivGandhi
Government General Hospital premises.
Duringtheinspection, the canteen wasfound tobe unhy-
gienicand unclean.

Consequently, prioritizing the welfare of patients,
officialsimmediatelyrevok ed the canteen’slicenseand
prohibited further sales. Similarly,afine of315,000 was

imposed ontheteastall foritslack ofhygiene,and officia-
Iswarned thatstrictaction wouldbe takenifthedeficien-
cieswerenotrectifiedimmediately.
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Kashmir CM Omar supports singing
thefull 'Vande Mataram’ song

CRITICISM: Congress
need notissue directives
Srinagar: Jammuand Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abd-
ullahhasexpressed support
forsingingthefull version of
the “Vande Mataram’ song.
The National Conference
hascriticized the Congress
party, stating thatthereisno
needforthemtoissueanydir-
ectivesregarding thismatter.
ChiefMinisterOmar Abdullah
and National Conferencelea-
derFarooq Abdullah,among
others,attendedaneventheld
last Mondayin Srinagar, the
capitalofJammuand Kashmir.

During the event, the

full “‘Vande Mataram’ so-

ng was sung with the supp-
ortofboth seniorleaders.
Meanwhile, senior Congress
leaderandtheparty’sin&ch-
arge for Jammuand Kashmir,
K.C. Venugopal, shared a
videoofthesongbeingsung

onsocial mediaandstated,
“Thefull version of ‘Vande
Mataram’should notbesung.

Greatfreedom fighters
createdandhanded downa
shortened version of the so-
ngtous. Therefore, wemust
respect their wisdom and

Al judgment.

The National Confere-

| nceshouldalignitselfwith
4| the Congressparty’sstance.”

Commentingonthis,senior

P, National Conferenceleader
B Bashir Ahmed said, “There
| isnoneed for the Congress

—ouralliance partner—to
dictateto our partywhether

— the‘Vande Mataram’ song

shouldbesunginitsentirety
ortowhatextentitshouldbe
sung. Senior Congressleader
Venugopal hastherighttoex-
presshisviews,butheshould
notimposethemonalliance
partners. Thisisamatter of
the people’spreference”

Colombo: SriLankan PreS|dentAnura Kumara Dissanayake has assured Rajnath Singh thatthey will
neverallowtheircountry’s soilto be used foractivities detrimental to India’s security interests.

US Attacks Five Iranian Crude
Oil Tankers

WASHINGTON: Inretali-
ationforanattemptedattackon
aUSwarship, the United States
hasattackedfiveIraniancrude
oiltankersnear KhargIsland.
Iran’sIslamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) hadlau-
nchedballisticmissilesataUS
warship ontwo consecutive
occasions.

US President Dona-
ld Trump ordered an ap-

propriateresponse to th-
ese attempted attacks.
Consequently, USforcesat-
tacked five crude oil tanker
ships—the*M/T Kavis*,*M/T
Sharminar*,*M/T Harrison
1*,and*M/T Risco* in the
GulfofOman,and the*M/T
Derya*near KhargIsland.
On September8,US Central
Command (CENTCOM)re-
leased satellite video footage

showingthedestruction of
thesefiveIranian oiltankers.
Itisreported that US forces
warned thesailorsonboard
theshipstoevacuatepriorto
theattacks.

The United States has
accusedIranofutilizing this
shadowy shipping network
toraise funds for militant
groupsintheregion. Mea-
nwhile, IransIRGC—led by
Mojtaba Khamenei—has
warned thatasevereretalia-
tionwould followthisattack.
Earlier,

onSeptember 5, USforces
haddestroyed threelranian
crudeoil tankers. CENTCOM

reported that US warships
successfullythwarted missile
attackslaunchedbyIranian
forcesandthatno American
personnel sufferedinjuries
orharm.

Inthemeantime, the Tru-
mpadministrationimposed
newsanctionson Tuesday ta-
rgeting Iran’saviation sector.
Theseeconomicsanctionshave
beenimposed on27Iranian
airlinesand nineagentswho
providedservicesto Mahan
Air.Itisnoteworthythat Ma-
han Airhasbeenonthe US
sanctionslistsince2011due
toallegations of providing
assistancetothe IRGC.

Kolathur MLAV S.Babu Hospitalized

T

y
AHMEDABAD: Thr-
eemonthsago,avideosh-
owing Sophia (22)—who
worked asareceptionistat
ahospitalin Ahmedabad,
Gujarat—withamalefriend
wentviral onsocial media.
Believingthatthishad tar-

4N o
Fatherand brother arrested forkilling young
woman afterwdeownh malefriend wentwral

nlshed their family’s honor
andsocial standing, Sophia’s
father, MohammedFaroogq,
andherelderbrother, Moh-
ammed Hafiz, hatchedaplan
tokillher.

Onthenightof August12,
Hafizconcealedanironham-

|

CHENNATI: V.S. Babu,
the TVKMLA representing
the Kolathur constituen-
cy,hasbeenadmittedtothe
hospital due toill health.
Havingrecently participated
inthelegislative assembly
session, he fellill early this

| morning. Reportsindicate
| thathehasbeenadmittedto

merinhisclothingand,acc-
ompaniedbyhis father, took
| Sophiaoutonatwo&wheeler.
Duringtheride, Hafizsteered
thevehicleontoasecluded
sandy path near Keljipura
village. There, he brutally
struck Sophiaonthehead
threetimeswith thehammer,
causinghertocollapseina
poolofblood. Theyimme-
diatelymoved Sophia’sbody
tothemainroadandstaged
anaccidentbysmashingtheir
owntwo&wheelertomakeit
appearasthoughaspeeding
vehiclehad struckthem.
Theythen contacted the
police, claiming thatan uniden-

theIntensive Care Unit (ICU)
duetobreathingdifficulties.
Doctorsarecloselymonitoring
hisconditionatthehospitalin
Aminjikarai. Supportersand
membersofthe TVK party
aretakingtosocial mediato
expresstheir wishes for his
speedyrecoveryandreturn
home.

tified vehiclehadrammedinto
therear oftheir two&wheeler
athigh speed, causingthem
minorinjuries whileleavi-
ngSophia criticallyinjured.
Policearrived atthe scene,
rescued thecriticallyinjured
Sophia,andsentherto Shola
Civil Hospital; however, she
succumbedtoherinjuriesthe
followingday. A subsequent
intensive policeinvestigati-
onbroughtthetruthtolight.
Consequently, the police
arrested both the fatherand
thebrother—whohadkilled
theyoungwomanand staged
theaccident—andremanded
themto custody.

september 10 KualaLumpur 2026

72yearold Malaysian
football legendmarries
20yearoldwoman

“ 787 s &

v

Datuk Abdah Alif is a highly renowned
name among Malaysian football fans. Having
played for the national teamduring the
“GoldenEra™ of Malaysian football—span-
ning the late 1970s and early 1980s—he has
once again stepped intothe limelight. this
time for gettingmarried at the age of 72-
Abdah Alif was akey player for the nati-
onal teamduring that golden era. He was
part of the squad that qualified for the
1980 Moscow Olympics and holds the di-
stinction of havingplayed in the match
where Malaysiadefeated South Korea2-1.
However. despite qualifying. Abdah was
unable to compete in the 0lympics because
Malaysia boycotted the games in protest
against the Soviet Union's invasionof
Afghanistan. Now. years later. Abdah
Alif is back in the headlines—not for
football. but for hismarriage at the age
of 72. The wedding took place on August
2?7 inKuala Terengganu. Malaysia-. While
the fact that hemarried at 72 is surpri-
sing. the bride”s age—reportedly around
20—adds another layer of astonishments
there is said to be an age gap of appro-
ximately 52 years between the couple-
Meanwhile. a former teammate of Abdah
Alif has confirmed the authenticity of
the wedding photos-. Datuk Yunus Alif—Abda
Alif s younger brother. a former Malays-
iannational footballer. and a coach—has
confirmed the marriage. He stated that the
wedding took place on August 27th with the
consent and blessings of both families-
Furthermore. the family did not oppose
the union despite the significant age
gapi instead. Abda Alif s family happily
welcomed the marriage. “Welcome to our
family. Dad. we are so happy for youa" he
said. offering his congratulations. As
soon as news of the wedding broke. the
media attempted to contact Abda Alif by
phone. but he reportedly did not answer
the calls. When asked about this. his br-
other Yunus Alif explained that Abda was
spending timewithhisnewwife and that
the couple was likely on their honeymoon.
With the family®s support behind this
marriage at the age of 72+ the event has
become amajor topic of conversationon
Qalaysian social media- -

Uproarinthe
Assembly: 22 BRS
MLAs Suspended

HYDERABAD Members ofthe main 0pp051t10n
party, BRS, created aruckusin the Telangana Legisla-
tive Assembly for the third consecutive day, pressing
for demandsthatincluded addressing the death th-
reatissued against BRSleader Chandrashekar Rao.
Consequently,actingon therecommendation of Legislative
Affairs Minister Sridhar Babu, Assembly Speaker Prasad
Kumarordered the suspension of22 BRSMLAs—includ-
ingtheparty’s Working President K.T. Rama Rao—for the
entire duration ofthe monsoon session.

DMK proteston
the coming 12th

CHENNAL A statementissued yesterday by the DMK
leadership condemned Chief Minister Vijay’s remarksin
the Assembly, which disparaged the DMK, thelate five-time
ChiefMinister Karunanidhi,and DMK leader Stalin (who
wasarrested under MISA attheage 0f23). The statement
noted thatthe Chief Ministerhasdegraded himselfintoa
personoflowstandardswhoresortsto crudelanguage to
evadeaccountability for hisadministration’s failures. To
condemn hisremarks, the DMK will hold protestsacross
revenuedistrictson the 12th of thismonth, led by district
secretaries.
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BUILDING FOR SILIENCE, INNOVATION,

COOPERAIION AND SUSTAINABILITY
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The M|n|sterofFore|gnAffa|rsofEth|0p|a Mr. GedlonTlmothewosarrlvesm
New Delhito participate inthe 18th BRICS Summit—2026 hosted by India at
Terminal 3, Indira GandhiInternational Airport,in New Delhi

Two Soldiers Killed in Chinese Tank
ExplosioninBangladesh

CHATTOGRAM: Two =
Bangladeshiarmy soldiers "+

havelosttheirlivesfollowing ) »-;“*.
the explosion ofa Chines- é}; 155

e&madearmored vehicle
(militarytank).
Yesterday, army sol-

=
o o

- Tho

iﬁr;e_ :
i T

diers wereengagedinro- L&

utine combat training at
the Hathazarimilitaryba-
se grounds in the city of
Chattogram, Bangladesh.
Chinese&made Type&59
armored vehicleswerebei-
ngused duringthe exercise.

Suddenly, oneofthearmored
vehiclesexploded. Two so-
ldiersdied in theincident,
and anearby army officer

“Devbhoomiremains vibrant with

sustained seriousinjuries.
Hehasbeenadmittedtoa
militaryhospitalin Dhaka
fortreatment.

energy ofculture and martyrs”

UTTARAKHAND: BJP
National President Nitin
Nabinand Uttarakhand Ch-
iefMinister Pushkar Singh
Dhamion Thursdayoffered
prayersand performedrituals
atthe MahalaxmiTemplein
Haldwani.

Afterthetemplevisit, Na-
binsaid thathe prayedforthe
continuedstrength of India’s
heritageand culture,adding
that Uttarakhand, knownas
‘Devbhoomi’ (Land of Gods),
reflectsthe true imprint of
Indian culture.

“Iprayedto Godthe way
our heritageand cultureare
establishedacrosstheworld,

ifonewishestowitnessthe
trueimprintofIndian cu-
Iture, one needs onlylook
atthis ‘Devbhoomi’ (Land
of Gods). Thissacredland
remains perpetuallyvibrant
withenergy. Thisistheland
of martyrs. Thevalor of our
martyrsshinesbrightly from
thissoil. Webelievethat this
land’senergy, combined with
development, trust,andthe
spiritof service with which
we have worked here, will
garner usthe public’sbless-
ings,” Nabintold reporters.

Meanwhile, the BJP Nat-
ional President Nitin Nabin
and CM Dhamiattended

the party’s Extended St-
ate Working Committee
meetingat Hotel Vintage
Greenin Haldwanihereon
Wednesday.
Themeetingisfocused
onkeyorganisationalissues,
strengtheningthe party’s
grassroots network and
expandingthe outreach of

x government welfare sche-

' mesacross Uttarakhand.
Senior partyleadersand
workers are participati-
nginthe meeting, where
discussionsare centred on
strengtheningbooth&level
organisationandincreasing
coordinationamongparty
functionaries. The BJPlea-
dershipisalsodeliberating
onorganisational priorities
andstrategiesto furtherstr-
engthentheparty’spresence
atthegrassrootslevel across
thesstate.

The meeting assumes
significance as the party
seeks to consolidate its or-
ganisational structureand
ensure that the benefits of
public welfareinitiatives
reach people effectively.

Workerkilled in oxygen
cylinder explosionin Delhi

DELHI: A workerwaski-
lledwhenanoxygencylinder
explodedataprivatecompany’s
warehousein the Okhla&l
areaof Southeast Delhi.

A private company op-
eratesan oxygen cylinder
warehousein Okhla&1, sup-
plyingcylindersforindustrial

andhospital use. Yesterday,
workers were engaged in
unloading cylinders bro-
ughtbyavehicleatthesite.
Duringtheprocess,acyl-
inder fell from the vehicle
andsubsequently exploded
withaloudblast. Inthissho-
ckingincident, five workers

were thrown by the force of
the explosionandsustained
severeinjuries. Tragically,
oneofthemdied onthespot,
whiletheotherfourhavebeen
admitted to AIIMS Hospital
fortreatment. Theincident
caused considerable shock
and commotioninthearea.

Twoyouthsinjured after
Ganeshaidol topples

MUMBAIL:Twoyo-
uthswereinjured when
a10&foot&tall Ganesha
idol,beingtransportedin
aprocessionbya ‘Ganpati
Mandal group from Dhar-
avi, Mumbai, toppled over.

Thegroup wasmovingthe
idolfrom Vidyaviharto
Dharaviaround 9:45PM
thenightbeforelast. As
theprocessionreachedthe
Sheetal Talaoareaon LBS
RoadinKurla West, the

idol—mounted onapedes-
tal—unexpectedlytoppled
andfell,sustainingdamage
intheprocess. Twoyouths
standing nearby, Santosh
(28)andRohit (25), were
injured when theidolfell.

Opportunity to share views with the Prime Minister

Applications open until September
30 for‘VlkS|t Bharat’ dialogue

CHENNALI: Senthil Ku-
mar, Director (Tamil Nadu
region) ofthe Union Min-
istryof Youth Affairsand
Sports,hasannounced that
thoseinterestedin partici-
patingin the “Viksit Bharat
YoungLeaders Dialogue’
mayapply by September 30.
National Youth Dayiscel-
ebratedonJanuary12,the
birthanniversary of Swami
Vivekananda.

Inconjunction with
this, the Union Ministry of
Youth Affairsand Sports
organizesthe ‘Viksit Bharat
YoungLeaders Dialogue’
annuallyatthe Bharat Man-
dapamin Delhi.
Youngpeople candirect-

lyshareinnovativeideas,
suggestions,andsolutions
with the Prime Minister re-
gardingthe goal of transfor-
mingIndiaintoadeveloped
nationby2047.Inthiscont-
ext, selection processesand

quizcompetitionsforthe

event scheduled forJanuary
2027 have commencedacr-
ossthecountry.
Senthilkumar, Director
(TamilNaduand Puduch-
erry) ofthe Union Ministry
of Youth Affairsand Sports,
stated thefollowingrega-

AD§R5

rdingthis: The
‘Viksit Bharat
YoungLeaders
Dialogue’isbeing
.. conductedin five
stages.Inthefirst
... stage,anonline
*  quizcompetiti-
on,whichbegan
" onSeptember 1
* onthe ‘MyBhar-
.~ at’portal (mybh-
* arat.gov.in), will
continue until
September 30.
Asthesecond stage,an
essay competition willbe
held onlinefrom October
5to19.Inthethirdstage,
thetop 50 essaysfromeach
districtwillbeselected fora

PowerPoint (PPT) prese-
ntationround. Thedistri-
ct&level PPT presentation
round will take place from
November 10to 16; thiswill
bebased onthemessuchas
theblueeconomy, human
resources,and global com-
petitiveness.

Inthefourthstage, the
state&level ‘Viksit Bharat
Dialogue’willbeheld from
November 17 to Decemb-
er12. Thenational&level
competition, servingasthe
fifth stage, willbeheld from
January 10to 12.Interested
youthscanregisterand pa-
rticipateviathe ‘MyBharat’
website. So far, 70,000 yout-
hshaveregistered, hesaid.

BJPReceived {1,473 Crorein Donations
During Elections in 5 States

NEW DELHI: The BJP
has informed the Election
Commission, through afiled
report, thatits central headq-
uartersreceived total dona-
tionsamountingto31,472.8
crore during the assembly
elections held in five states
and union territories— Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Assam,
Puducherry, and Kerala.

The Election Commission has
publishedthe BJPsexpenditure

report for the assembly elec-
tionsin Tamil Nadu, Assam,
and Puducherry on its website.
Accordingtothereport, the
BJP’s bank balance stood at
%6,722.6 croreon March 15,
2026, when election activities
commenced. By the time the
elections concluded on May
6, 2026, the bank balance had
risento<7,627.2crore. Highest
Expenditurein Assam: The
BJP’scentral headquarters,

alongwithitsstateand di- &

strict units, spentatotalof '

%160 croreontheelections
in Assam, Tamil Nadu, and
Puducherry. Of this, the hi- ‘
ghestamountswerespentin |
Assam (396.3 crore), Tamil

Puducherry(Z11.9crore).
Thisincludes an expendit-
ureofT130.4 croreon party

campaigning and T29.6 K8
croreon advertisements.

Including Tamil Nadu Report Filed with the EIectlon Commlsswn

5,400 Special Buses to Operate Startlng Today
forVinayagar Chaturthl and the Weekend

CHENNAL: TheTransport
Corporation hasannounc-
ed that5,400 special buses
will be operated starting
todaytoaccommodatetra-
velfor Vinayagar Chaturthi
and the weekend holidays.
A statementissued by the
State Express Transport
Corporation (SETC) rega-
rding this matter notes that
planshavebeen madetorun
specialbusesinadditionto
theregular daily services.
Accordingly, buses will be
operated from Kilambakk-
amto destinationsincluding
Tiruvannamalai, Trichy,

Kumbakonam, Madurai, »
Tirunelveli, Nagercoil
Kanyakumari, Thoothu- §
kudi, Coimbatore, Salem,
Erode,and Tiruppur. Th
scheduleincludes 585
busestoday, 1,255 buses
tomorrow, 1,030 buses §

the day after tomorrow, .

and 650 buses on Sunday. B

Buseswillalsooper- ="
ate from Koyambedu to g
Tiruvannamalai, Nagai,
Velankanni, and Hosur.
Buses will be operated to
Bengaluruasfollows: 240
buses tomorrow, another
240the dayafter tomorrow,

and 105 buses on Sunday.
Similarly, planshave been
made to operate 200 special
busesfrom Bengaluru, Tiru-
ppur, Erode,and Coimbatore
tovarious otherlocations.

From Madhavaram 110
special buses willbe oper-
ated daily from tomorrow
through Sundayto destinat-
ionsincluding Kallakurichi,
Tiruvannamalai, Trichy,

Kumbakonam, Vellore,

# Hosur, and Puducherry.

Furthermore, ordershave
been issuedto operate 765

'. " Jocationson September 15th

| to facilitate the return of
passengersto Chennaiand
' Bengaluru from their hom-
etowns, based ondemand.
Regardingtravel during

~| these holidays, advance

bookingshavebeen made
by 8,666 passengers for today,
32,171 fortomorrow, 18,772
for the day after tomorrow,
11,177 for Sunday,and 23,740
for Monday.

India & Australia naval partnership deepens during
visit of CNS Admiral Krishna Swaminathan to Sydney

AUSTRALIA: AsIndiaand
Australiacontinuetodeepen
theirnaval partnership, Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan, inte-
racted withthe Commander
of the Australian Fleetand
discussed opportunities for
enhancinginteroperability
between thetwonavies.

Thedetailswere shared
by the Spokesperson of the
Indian NavyinapostonX.

Itsaid, “Adm Krishna Sw-
aminathan, #CNS, interacted
withRAdm Anita Williams,
Commander Australian Fle-
et, #COMAUSFLT atHMAS
Kuttabul, Sydney”

Asperthepost,thedisc-
ussion of theleaders covered
the Australian Navy’sevolving
fleet capabilitiesand future
inductions, along with op-
portunities for enhancing
interoperabilityand opera-
tionalinteractionbetween
thetwo Navies.

TheNavy Spokesperson

saidthatthe CNSwasalso
givenafamiliarisation
tour of HMASKuttabul,
coveringitsfleetinfrast-
ructureand operational
capabilities. Earlierina
pressrelease, the Min- §
istry of Defence noted
thatthevisitisaimedat
further strengthening
theIndian Navy’sbilate-
ralcooperation with the
Royal Australian Navy
(RAN)andtheRoyal New
Zealand Navy (RNZN).

Thevisitto Australia
buildsuponthegrowing
momentuminIndia&Aust-
raliarelations, followingthe
Third India&Australia Annual
SummitheldinJuly2026 and
theSecond India&Australia
Defence Ministers Dialogue
heldinJune2026. The two
countrieshave continued to
deepencooperationindefence
andsecurity, including ma-
ritime securityand regional
cooperation.

ThevisittoNew Zealand
buildsupontherenewed mom-
entuminIndia-New Zealand
relations, followingthevisitof
PrimeMinister ShriNarendra
ModitoNew Zealandin July
2026.Duringthevisit, India
and New Zealand elevated
their bilateral relationship
toaStrategic Partnershipand
agreedtodeepen cooperation
acrossseveralareas, including
defenceand maritimesecurity.

Accordingtothe Ministry
of Defence,in New Zealand,
the CNSwillhold discussions
withtheseniorleadership of
the RNZN and engage with
senior New Zealand defence
leadership. Theengagements
willfocusonfurtherstrength-
eningoperationalinteraction,
information sharing, training
and professional exchanges
between thetwo navies.

The CNSwillalsovisitkey

operationaland training
establishmentsand inte-
ractwith personnel ofthe
RoyalNew Zealand Navy
and officersundergoing
professional militaryed-
ucation. Thevisitassumes
significanceinthebackdrop
oftherecently concluded
Maritime Cooperation Ar-
rangement, which provides
anexpanded frameworkfor
practical maritime coope-
rationbetweenIndiaand
New Zealand.
Thevisitunderscores
India’s growing defence
and maritime engagement
with Australiaand New Ze-
alandand the commitment
oftheIndian Navyto further
deepencooperationwith the
Royal Australian Navyand
Royal New Zealand Navy,
through practicalandsusta-
ined maritime engagement,
contributing towards peace,
security and stabilityin the
Indo&Pacific.
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Iran war will come to an end after
the US election: President Trump

Ata meetlng heldin T|ruchuI| toexplainthe Congress Party S Organlzatlonal Restructurlng Plan&2
MannaiMadhiyalagan, AICC In&charge for Virudhunagar East District Congress, addressed the gathering.
District Congress Committee PresidentKrishnamoorthy, General CouncilMembers Uzhakudi Selvam, San-
karBose and Thuraipandian, District Executive Committee Member Sivagurunathan, District Spokesperson
Meenakshi Sundaram, and other party functionaries participatedinthe meeting.

Mayawati Expels Nephew Akash
Anand from Bahu1an Samaj Party

NEW DELHI: Mayawati . , , Ko
hasexpelled Akash Anand fr- p* : L0

isindeed theright move,
| thoughitcomesquitelate. I

om the Bahujan Samaj Party

S8
(BSP)today,afterprevmusly, 44 ,7-';.7 |

removinghim fromthepo- |

stof National Coordinator |
onthe 3rd of this month. [

Akash Anandisthesonof

of BSP chief Mayawati.
Mayawatihadaccorded
himsignificantimportance
withinthe party, designating
him asher political succe-
ssorandappointinghimas
the National Coordinator.
Complicationsarose within
thepartyduetodifferences of
opinionbetween Mayawatiand
AshokSiddharth—aformer
BSPMPand Akash Anand’s
father&in&law. Thissituat-
ionledtoescalatingfriction
between Akash Anandand

e

il
|22l

Mayawat1 Consequently,

Mayawatireduced Akash
Anand’sprominencewithin
theparty. Shefurtherdeclared
that Ashok Siddharthshould
withdrawfrom politics, stating
thatthiswouldbebeneficial for
Akash Anand’spolitical career.
While there wasalingeri-
ngexpectation that Ashok
Siddharth would step aw-
ay from politics, Mayawati
announced Akash Anand’s

removalfromthepostofNat-
ional Coordinatoronthe3rd.
Followingthisdevelopment,
AshokSiddharthannounced
hiscompletewithdrawalfrom
publiclife. Within hours ofhis
announcement, Mayawati
issued astatementremoving
Akash Anandfromtheparty.
InapostonXregardingthis,
shestated, “Ashok Siddha-
rth’sannouncement today
aboutretiring from politics

welcomehisdecisionbased
ontheprinciplethatitisbe-
ttertoactlatethannotatall.
Akash Anandhasprioritized
personalattachmentsoverthe
party’strueinterestsand his
own political future. Howcan
someonewithadivided mind
benefitthe party? Therefore,
heisbeingremovedfromthe
partyimmediately. I consider
hisremovaltobeinthebest
interestofthe partymembers.
Turgeall Bahujan Samaj Party
cadrestoworkwith full dedic-
ationtowardsthe party’sgoal
offormingagovernmentwith
anabsolute majorityin Uttar
Pradesh”Itisnoteworthythat
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
electionsarescheduledtobe
held nextyear.

Rajnath Singh Meets
Sri Lankan President

Talks Held to Strengthen Bilateral Security

‘

Wl '

COLOMBO: Union
Minister Rajnath Singh,
currently onathree&day
official visit to Sri Lanka, met
with SriLankan President
AnuraKumaraDissanay-
akein Colombo yesterday.
Thismarksthefirstvisitbyan

Indian Defence Minister to
SriLankain 38 years.A state-
mentissued by the Ministry
of Defenceregarding the
meeting noted the followi-
ng: Rajnath Singh conveyed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s congratulations to

Demand for

President Dissanayake on
the completion oftwo years
ofhisadministration. India
and SriLankashareabond
rooted inhistoryand civili-
zation, akin to thatof twins.

Both nations have pl-
edged towork together to
ensure regional securi-
ty, peace, and prosperity.
President Dissanayakere-
iterated theassurance that
SriLankan territorywould
notbepermitted tobe used
foranyactivities detrimental
toIndia’ssecurityinterests.
Furthermore, the President
of SriLanka expressed grat-
itudefor thereliefassistance

provided by India under
‘Operation Sagar Bandhu’
during Cyclone Titli. The
two leadersinaugurated,
viavideo conference, three
‘Bailey’ bridges constructed
byIndian security forces.
Memorandums of Un-
derstanding (MoUs)—in-
cluding one for upgrading
the L&70 guns used by the
SriLanka Air Force—were
signed duringthe meeting,
accordingto the statement.
Addressing the Indian com-
munityin Colombo, Rajnath
Singhstated thatIndia would
always stand firmly by Sri
Lanka duringdifficulttimes.

‘Z’ Category

Security for Thirumavalavan
Commission Orders Tamil Nadu

Governmentto Submit Report

CHENNALI: The Tamil
Nadu Commission for the
Welfare of Adi Dravidars
and Scheduled Tribes has
orderedthe Tamil Nadu
governmenttofileadet-
ailedreportregardinga
petition seeking Z’ catego-
rysecurity for VCK leader
Thirumavalavan.

A “Tamil Nationalist Res-
urgence Conference’ orga-
nized by the VCK was held
onthe 17thoflastmonthin
Ulundurpet, Villupuram di-
strict. When Thirumavalav-
anarrived at the conference
stage, aseverecrush ensued
asmany people surround-
ed him, attemptingto take

selfies.

Astheuncontrollablecrowd

surgedtowards the stage, he
experienced breathlessness
andwas on theverge of faint-
ing. Consequently, hecut his
speechshortandimmediat-
ely left the venue. Subseque-

ntly, acomplaint waslodged
atthe Kallakurichi District
Superintendent of Police’s
officeon behalfofthe VCK,
stating, “The overcrowding
atthe conference stage was
notanatural occurrence; it
appearstobeaconspiracy
orchestrated andinstigated
by certain antiersocial elem-
ents.” Against this backdrop,
lawyers Rajendran and
Napoleonfrom Velachery,
Chennai, filed a petition wi-
ththe Tamil Nadu Comm-
ission for the Welfare of Adi
Dravidarsand Scheduled
Tribesin Chennai. Citing
theincident at Ulundurpet,
theyrequested that armed

policeprotectionand Z’ cat-
egorysecurity beprovidedto
Thirumavalavan.

They also sought an order
foraproperinquiryintothe
incident that occurredon
the conferencestage.
Abenchcomprising Comm-
ission members Anandaraja
andIlanchezhian heard
thepetitionandordered

the ChiefSecretary ofthe
Tamil Nadu Government,
the Home Secretary, and the
Superintendent of Police
(Kallakurichi District) to
conductaproperinquiry
into the matter and submita
detailedreportregardingthe
actionstaken by October 5.

WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Trumphasstated thathe
believestheconflictinvolving
Iranwillcometoanimmediate
endfollowingthe USelections.
Speakingtoreportersabout
this, Trump said:

“Thad anexcellent con-
versation with Russian Pr-
esident Putin. He wants to
reach adeal;if Ukrainian
President Zelenskyyalsowa-
ntstoreachadeal, thatwould
beverygood. However, the
delayiscaused bytwoindiv-

idualswhohateeachother.
Irancannolongerholdout.
Ibelievetheconflictinvolving
Iran willend immediately
afterthe USelections.Iranis
activelytryingtoinfluencethe
election outcome. We have
disabled nineIranian ships;
manyofthemwerecompletely
destroyed.Iwould saywewere
responsible forthoseattacks.
You are going to see many
moresuchincidents.
Iamworkingonsomething
fargreater thanjustanuclear

deal; therearemanyaspects
involvedbeyondnuclearissues.
Anuclear deal will certainly
happen—thatis99.9 percent
certain. However, the nego-

tiationswillnowinclude
manyissuesthatwerenot
even under considera-

' )  tionthreemonthsago.”

. Electionsforthe House of

. l l Representatives, the Senate,
¥ and variousstate govern-

orships, mayoralties,and
localgovernmentbodies
areheld midway through
apresident’sterm. These
electionsare scheduled for
November of this year; this
iswhatPresident Trump was
referringto.

Chenna| M|n|sterAdhavArjuna whomaugurated theChlefMlnlster sTrophysports competltlons
announcedthatarecord 26.38 lakh athletes haveregistered forthisyear’s events.

Nepal Floods: Death TollRisesto 1,377

KATHMANDU: On
August 26, aglacier burst
near the Nepale»Tibet bord-
erinthe Himalayan region
triggered massive flooding
inthe Bhote Koshi River.
This deluge caused seve-
redamage across central
and northern Nepal; the
mud andsilt brought by the
floodwaters completely dev-
astated infrastructure.
Thousands of people were
swept away in this disast-

er, which shocked not only
Nepal butthe entire world.
Manyworkers became trap-
ped amidst thick mud and
debris inside the tunnel of
the Trishuli 3A hydroelectr-
icproject.
Sincethen, the Nepal Army
andrescue teams have been
actively engagedin relief
operations. Approximate-
ly 13,656 people have been
rescued from the affected
areas and movedto safety so

far. Meanwhile, the search
continues forthe 5,130 pe-
oplewho were sweptaway
and remain missing. Repo-
rtsindicate that morethan
500oftheseindividuals are
foreign nationals, includ-
ingcitizens fromIndia. As
rescue operations proceed,
bodies continue to be reco-
vered fromthedebris. The
death tollfromthe floods
that devastated Nepal has
nowrisento1,377.

Police have stated that 102
bodies have been identified
andhanded over to their
relativesso far. Meanwhile,
1,147 unidentified bod-
iesarebeingkeptin safe
custody. Authorities have
announced that DNA sam-
pleswill be collected from
the concernedrelatives, and
the bodies will be handed
over to the families follo-
wingthe necessary testing
procedures.

Russian planes touch down at Noida
airportahead of BRICS Summit 2026

UTTARPRADESH: With
worldleadersstartingtoarrive

inIndiaahead ofthemuche- oo szs o -

anticipated BRICS Summit
overtheweekend, three Ru-

ssian transportaircraft were I

spottedtouchingdown at the
NoidaInternational Airport.

Theirarrivalcomes as Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
issettoarrivein New Delhito
participateinthe 18th BRICS
Summit. Thevisitwould also see
abilateralmeetingwith Prime
Minister Narendra Modiwhich
islikelyon Friday ahead of the
multilateralevent.

Earlier, Kremlin Spokesp-
erson Dmitry Peskov detailed
expectationsforthehighelevel
engagement, confirming that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
willhold abilateral meeting wi-
ththe Russian leader whichis

likely on Friday, September11.

Speakingtoreportersviaa
virtual briefingfrom Moscow,
Peskovsaid, “We'relooking
forwardtothe President and
Prime Minister havinganot-
her bilateral meeting during
thevisit.

Itisscheduled. It is sche-
duled for Friday, so first, like
always, theywilltouch on the
bilateral agenda. Trade and
economiccooperationisavery
widescope.”

Ahead ofthe Summit, Pe-
skovstated that the Russian
President’svisitisan oppor-

ouragendaand our bilateral
relations. Of course, it opens
additional horizons for our

=3s1 cooperation.”

tumtyfor the two countrzes
todiscussissues of bilateral
relations, while also wishing
India successin hostingthe
summit.

Elaboratingfurther, Pesk-
ovadded, “Inacoupleofdays,
President Putinwill begin his
India visit. You know that
ourtwo leaders, Indian and
Russianleaders, areinavery
closepersonal contact. They
arevery pragmatic in their
relationship, and they areas
sincereasto beableto discuss
inaveryopenand constructive

“We have no doubt that
thesummit will be successful.

1 Russia, wearedoingour best

to contribute to further devel-
opment of BRICS cooperation

inthethree main pillars of
our interaction. So, thoseare
policyandsecurity, economy
andfinance, and cultural and
humanitarian contexts. So,

wearesupportingthe idea of
invitingnew countriestojoin

different formatswithin BR-

ICS,”henoted.

Indiais hostingthe 18th
BRICS Summitin New Delhi
on September 12¢+13,2026
withthetheme, “Buildingfor
Resilience, Innovation, Coo-

waythemostsensitiveissuesof - peration and Sustainability.

Rajnath Singh hails India8apan defence ties as
Japanesefighterjets arrive for Exercise Veer Guardian

NEW DELHI: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh de-
scribed Tokyo sending its
fighteraircraftto participate
inExercise Veer Guardian,
taking placein Jodhpur, as
a “significant milestone”
for India&Japan defence
partnership.

InapostonX, heun-
derlined that the maiden

 visit of the Japan Air Sel-

f&Defence Force (JASDF)

fighteraircrafttoIndiaref-
lectsthe growing trustand
shared commitmentto peace
and stabilityinthe Indo&
Pacific.

Herecalled the “highly
productivediscussions” with
hisJapanese counterpartin
New Delhilast month,and
noted howmutual exchange
of visitssuchas Exercise Veer
Guardian further strengthens
thissynergy.
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