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Malaysia, Ethiopiaagreetostronger
defence cooperation with IndiaPMModi

NEW DELHI: Malaysia
and Ethiopiahave expressed
theirkeenness for stronger
defence cooperation with
Indiaonthesidelinesofthe
BRICS Summit2026, sour-
cesstated.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiheldabilateral meet-
ing with Prime Minister of
Ethiopia Abiy Ahmed Aliat
Hyderabad Housein New
Delhi, followed by meetings
with Malaysian Prime Mi-
nister Anwar Ibrahim. The
meetingstookIndia’s relat-
ionswiththe countriesona
newtrajectory. Theleaders
discussedjoint personnel

trainingas well as defence

procurement from India. ¥;

durlng bllate.ral meetings

Both countrieswelcomed ¥

Indianindustryandinvest-
ment. Accordingtosources,
Ethiopiaespeciallywelcomed
Indian mining companies.

Meanwhile, Semicon-

ductor opportunities were .

discussed with Malaysia.
Accordingto MEA,PM Modi
and his Malaysian counter-

part, Anwar Ibrahim, built |
further on PM Modi’svisitto |}

Malaysiain February2026,
andreviewed the progressin

bilateral cooperationacross
arangeofareas, includingtr-

adeandinvestment, defence
and security, semiconduct-

BRICS Summit: Chinese President Departs
forIndia; KeyTaIks with PM Modi Today

BEIJING: ChinesePres-
identXiJinping departed
from Beijing for Delhi this
morning to participate in
the 18th BRICS Summit.
Accompanyinghimare Cai
Qi,amemberofthe Standing
Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Communist
Partyof China (CPC) Central
Committeeand Director of
the General Office ofthe CPC
Central Committee,aswellas
Wang Yi, the Chinese Foreign
Ministerand amember ofthe
Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee. President
XiisvisitingIndiaafteragap
ofnearlysevenyears.

He previously partici-

patedinaninformal summit
with Prime Minister Modiin
Mamallapuram, near Chennai,
in2019.Priortothat,hehad
visited India for the BRICS
summitin Goain2016and
duringhis first visit to the
countryinSeptember2014.
Speaking on the Modi-Xi
meeting, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ningstated thatthetwoleaders
areset tomeet for the third
consecutiveyear, following
theirpreviousmeetingsinthe
cities of Kazanand Tianjin.
Sheaffirmed that Chinais
prepared—undertheguidance
ofbothleaders—tomanage
India-Chinarelationswitha

long-term andstrategic per-
spective,enhance communi-
cation,andfoster cooperation.
Tensions had persistedin
India-Chinarelations fol-
lowingthe2020standoffin
EasternLadakh. Currently,
bothnationsaretakingsteps
tode-escalatetensionsand
restore normalcy. Ahead
of XiJinping’s visit to India,
National Security Advisor
AjitDovaland Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yiheld
extensivetalksontheborder
issuein Beijinglast month.
Duringthe25thround of
Special Representative-level
talksheldin Beijingon August
25,bothnationsreachedan
eight-pointconsensus. They
alsoagreedtoacceleratene-
gotiationsregardingborder
demarcationand management.
Consequently, theupcoming
meeting between Modiand
XiJinping onthesidelinesof
the BRICS summithasgener-
ated significantexpectations
regardingthefuturetrajectory
ofIndia-Chinarelations.

The 18th BRICS summitis
beingheldin Delhitoday
and tomorrow under India’s
leadership. Originally com-
prisingfive nations—Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa—the BRICS
blocexpandedin2024 with
theinclusion of Egypt, Ethi-
opia,Iran, the United Arab
Emirates,and Saudi Arabia;
Indonesiajoinedin 2025.
Lastyear, Belarus, Boliv-
ia, Kazakhstan, Cuba, Ma-
laysia, Nigeria, Thailand,
Uganda, Uzbekistan, and
Vietnam joined the BRICS
allianceaspartner countries.
Indiaisafoundingmemberof
BRICS.Ithaspreviouslyheld
the BRICS presidencyin2012,
2016,and2021.Indiaassumed
theBRICS presidencyforthe
fourthtimeon January1 of
thisyear.

Theyear2026 marksthe
20thanniversaryofthebloc’s
inception. Followingthe con-
clusion of thissummit, China
issettoassumetherotating
presidency of BRICS.

North Korea Flexes Muscles with
Successive Ballistic Missile Launches

PYONGYANG: Amidst
jointmilitaryexercisescon-
ducted by US, Japanese,
and South Korean forcesin
close proximity to North
Korea, thelatter hastest-fired
intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBMs). Thishas
triggered heightenedtensions
acrossthe Korean Peninsula.
Thismorning, North Korea
conducted testlaunches of
multiple missiles from the
Wonsanarea.

The US, South Korea,
andJapanhadonlyjustcon-
cludedafive-daytrilateral
jointmilitaryexercisenamed
‘Freedom Edge’ yesterday.
Withinhoursoftheexercise
commencing, North Korean
Defense Minister Kim Sang-gi
hadvoicedstrongcondem-
nation. Hewarned thatNorth

Koreawouldtake se-
verecountermeasures,
leveragingitsmilitary [
strength. Therecent &
missiletestsareadirect |l
continuation of this Ji§

stance. Observingthe |
USmilitaryexercises
and North Korea’sre-
taliatorymissiletests,
onemightfeelthatboth
sidesaremerelytrading
accusationsand escalating
tensions. Whenthe USjustifies
itsjointexercises with South
KoreaandJapanbycitingNorth
Korea’spossession of nuclear
weapons and its sporadic
ICBM tests, the argument
seemsvalid. However, there
isanothersidetothe story.
The UShasbeen conducting
suchjointexercisessince 1955.
If Chinaweretoinitiatejoint
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military exercises with Sri
Lanka—rightnexttoIndia—
wouldweremainidle? Military
exercisesintheIndian Ocean
would poseadirectthreatto
India; similarly, US military
exercisesin the waters off
the Korean Peninsulaposea
directthreatto North Korea.
However, itwasonlyin 2006
thatNorth Korea conducted
anuclear weaponstest; after
enduring threats from the

j United States for
fivedecades, itcar-
riedoutsuchatest
onlyrecently. Yet,
manyarguethatit
| isinappropriatefor
the U.S.toconduct
militaryexercises
that further es-
| calate tensions,
citing thistestas
thereason. Inthis
context, theballistic missile
tests conducted by North
Koreain oppositionto U.S.
military drillshave drawn
significantattention. Itis
noteworthy that North Ko-
reacurrently possesses 120
nuclear weapons, aswellas
ballistic missiles designed
tostrike U.S. territory with
precision from thousands of
kilometersaway.
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ors, infrastructure, digital
economy, energy, fintech,

education, tourismand pe-
ople&to&peopleties. The
leadersexchanged viewson
keyregionaland globalissues
of mutualinterest.
Malaysia’s participationin
the BRICS Leaders’ Summit
inNewDelhiisinits capacity
asaBRICS Partner Country,
ontheinvitation of PM Modi.
“The Summitisthehigh-
est&level platform of BRICS,
bringingtogether Heads of
Stateand Government of
BRICSMemberand Partner
Countriestodiscussstrate-

gicissuesrelatingto global
governance, sustainable dev-
elopment, economic coope-
ration, tradeand investment,
digital transformation, and
global challenges affecting
developing countries,” the
Malaysian Foreign Ministry
said ina statement.
Duringhisvisit, Ibrah-
imisalsoscheduled to visit
Keralam, wherehe will meet
Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar, Chief Minister
VD Satheesanand the Grand
MuftiofIndia, Sheikh Abu-

bakr Ahmad, to exchange
perspectives on community
development, educational
advancement,and interfaith
harmony.

Meanwhile, with Abiy
Ahmed Ali, PM Modidisc-
ussedavenuesto furtherstr-
engthen the India&Ethiopia
Strategic Partnershipacross
sectorsincluding economic,
defenceandsecuritysectors.

Bothreiterated their co-
llectivevoice for the Global
South,asperthe MEA. Both
leadersalso exchanged pe-
rspectives onregional and
international developments
of mutualinterest.

President XiJinping, who has arrivedin India, was accorded an enthusiasticwelcome atthe airportin ac-
cordance with traditional Indian culture. He is scheduled to meet Prime Minister Modi thisevening at5:45
PM. Chinese President XiJinping has visited Indiaafteragap of nearly sevenyears.

Chief Minister Vijay visits racing
track at Ajith’s invitation

CHENNALI: Chief
Minister Vijayrecentlyan-
nouncedin theLegislative
Assembly,underRule 110,
thataworld&class motors-
portscitywould beestablis-
hedin Tamil Nadu.
Totakethisinitiative forw-
ard, Chief Minister Vijayis
visiting Londontoinspect
leading motorsportsinfras-
tructurefacilities firsthand.
Aspartofthisvisit,heisset
totourtherenowned Silve-
rstone motor racingcircuit.
Additionally, ChiefMin-
ister Vijaywill flag offthe
‘MichelinLe Mans’ carrace
scheduled tobeginat Sil-
verstoneon Saturday. The
organizing committee for

the Michelin Le Mansevent
hasofficiallyannounced
this. Leading Tamil cinema
actor Ajith Kumarispart-
icipatinginthisraceseries
representinghisown team.
Whiletherewasspecu-
lationaboutapossible
meetingbetween ChiefMi-
nister Vijayand hisfriend
Ajithduringthe London
visit, the fact that Vijay s
flagging offtherace Ajithis
competinginisparticularly
noteworthy. Thishasdelig-
htedfans.
Speakingtoreporters, Ajith
Kumar said, “Weare fellow
actorsinthefilmindus-

try. Thegovernmentled

by Chief Minister Vijayis

taking various measuresto
promotethesportssector
inTamil Nadu. Despitehis
demandingworkschedule,
Chief Minister Vijay has
cometoLondontoflagoft
theLeManscarraceseries
atmyinvitation. Heisdoing
agreatdealtodevelopthe
sportssector.

Ry 1

Chief MlmsteerJ ayiskeen
on creatingafacility similar
tothe ‘Silverstone’racing
trackin Chennai.

Itis mywish thatmotor-
sportsand similaractivities
cometolndia.Idesireto
seeeventsliketheonesheld
inLondontakingplacein
Chennaiaswell”

USand Israel trying to coerce usinto
submission; Iranian President speaks in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Iranian Pr-
esident Masoud Pezeshkian
stated thatthe USand Israel
areattemptingto coercelran
into submission, butempha-
sized thatthe country would
neveryieldtosuch pressure.
SpeakingataneventinDelhi,
Masoud Pezeshkian said, “Iran
standsfirmagainstboth the
USand Israel simultaneou-
sly. They wish tointimidate
us, but we will notbow to
intimidation. If pressureis
exerted onus, wewill retali-
ate. The USand Israel claim

tochampionhumanrights,
yettheiractions contra-
dictthis. Those who used
modern technology tokill
168schoolchildrenatonce
now claim tobe guardians
ofhumanrights”

Earlier, Prime Minister -i:,

Narendra ModimetwithIr-
anian President Pezeshkian
for talks. The twoleaders
discussedissuesincluding
the ongoing conflictin West
Asia, maritimetransport,and
thesafety of ship crews. Prime
Minister Modi specifically

emphasized thenecessity of
ensuringsafeinternational
shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz.

Healsostated that soluti-

onstoestablishlasting peace
and stabilityin the region
should be sought through
dialogue and diplomatic
efforts.
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Today horoscope

Youwilllearn theknack ofactingaccordingto
thesituation. Your foresight willimprove.
Youwillplanto curb extravagantexpenses.
Attheworkplace, itisbesttofocussolelyonyour
owntasks. Business will flourish.

Eventhough expenses mayarisein quick
succession, therewillbeadequateincometo
match them. Youwill successfully complete u
challenging tasks through proper planning. You
will derive happiness from purchasingelectron- -
icgadgets. Business will pickup momentumand
yield profits. Avoid arguments at the workplace.

Youwillembark onanew path. Excellent
opportunities to showcase your talents will
comeyour way. Youwillbeintroduced to
trustworthypeople. Youwillattract customers
byemploying new strategiesinyourbusiness.
Your career prospects willbe excellent.

vy—A
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Youwillbecome moreswiftinyouractions.
Benefitswillarise through government-relat-
ed matters. Youwill quickly complete certain
tasks with the help of influential people. Minor
differences of opinion between spouses willarise
andresolve quickly. Your superioratwork will
appreciateyou. Business will flourish.

Itisadvisabletobeaccommodating within
the family. Cautionisrequiredinboth speech
andactions. Youwill attempttosell ancestral
homes, plots, oragriculturalland. Maintaining
acalm demeanoratthe workplaceisbeneficial.
Youwill manage tosell stagnantstockinyour
business.

Cooperation from your spouse’s side will
increase. Positions of authority will come
your way. You will secureanewjob. New
friendswill offer their support. Benefits will
arise through government-related mat-
ters. Partners will extend their supportin
business. Your standingat the workplace will
improve.
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Youwill successfully complete even challenging
tasks with tact. All obstacles will vanish. You will
makeimportant decisions. Closenessbetween
spouses willincrease. Avoid makingenemiesat
the workplace. Inbusiness, you may relocate your
shoptoadifferentarea.

Youwill repay moneyborrowed from
others. A joyfulatmospherewill prevailin the
family. You will gain benefits through paternal
relatives. You will have the opportunity to meet
prominentfiguresina professional context.
Youwilllearn the nuances ofthe trade.

. Youwillattempt to renovate and expand
P /N ’*P yourancestralhome. Time spent with family
. memberswilldecrease. Businesswillbebrisk,
yieldinghigh profits. Workload at the office will
increase,leavinglittle time for rest.

Therewillbeauspiciousexpensesinthefamily. &
Visits from guestswillincrease. Spiritualjourneys .."d{
willbring peace of mind. Do not make promises
orcommitmentstoanyone. Youwillexpand your
business. Avoid making enemiesatthe workplace.

Payattention to yourhealth. Youwillattempt to
ellyourancestralhome. Workload at the office
willbeheavy;be cautious when speaking with ¢
olleagues. Youmayrelocate yourbusiness
premises. Your drive toachievesuccess
willgrow.

Elderbrotherswillbesupportive. Avoid
antagonizingyour neighbors. Thosewhohave
beenwaitingafterapplyingforjobswillsecure
employmentwithagoodsalary. Yourleadership
and personalitytraits willbe enhanced at work.
Business willflourish.
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Bihar’ FmouDeIicacies
for BRICS Guests

NEW DELHI: Famous Biharifood items—specific-
ally*Sattu*and *Makhana*—aresettobeserved tothe
guestsattendingthe BRICS summit.

The BRICS summitistaking placein Delhiover two days,
startingtoday (September 12). Guestsandjournalists
participatinginthe eventwillbe offered popular Bihari
delicaciessuchas*Sattu*and *Makhana* *laddus*.
Anofficial organizing the BRICS summitstated: “The
‘welcomekit’ provided toguestswillincludeawat-
erbottle,acoffee mug,aBRICS summitdiary,apen,a
commemorativesouvenir,and snackslike *Sattu* and
*Makhana**laddus*. Additionally, thebagcontaining
the welcomeXkitwill feature Koraput coffee powder from
Odishaandhandicraftsfrom Gujarat”

Meanwhile, Bihar’s Deputy Chief Minister Samrat Ch-
oudharyhasexpressedhis gratitude to Prime Minister
Modiforincluding Bihar’s snacksfor the BRICS summit
guests.

Bihar’s*Makhana* received the Geographical Indication
(GI)tagin2022.*Sattu*isafood productmade fromro-
asted gram flour. Itisworth noting that *Saathu*ishighly
nutritious, despiteitslow price.
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Vice President paysfloral tributesto portraits of Bharathiyar

and Immanuel Sekaranar ontheir remembrance day

NEW DELHI: On the
occasion of the remembr-
ance day of Mahakavi Sub-
ramania Bharathiyarand
the martyr Immanuel Sek-
aranar, Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan paid floral
tributes to their portraitsat
the Vice President’sresidence.
InasubsequentpostonX, he
stated: Mahakavi Subramania
Bharathiyarwasanobleson of
MotherIndiawhodedicated
hislifeto theservice ofthe na-
tionand the Tamillanguage.

Hefamouslyproclaimed, “She
speakseighteenlanguages,
yetpossessesasinglemind”
—emphasizingthatdespite

speakingvariouslanguages,
wearecitizens ofagreat nati-
onunitedinthought. Wedo
notknowhow manyeras it

will take foranother such
greatpoettobeborn. Let
us cherishthe memory of
Bharathiyar, who champi-
oned patriotism, equality,
and theadvancement of
women throughhispoetry.
MartyrImmanuel Sekaran-
arwasatrulygreatman. He
sacrificed hislife touphold
f theprincipleofequaljusti-

ce,advocating that people
shouldnotviewoneanother
assuperiororinferiorbased
oncaste.

TirupatiLord Venkateswara Temple Receives
36.94 Crorein OfferingsinaSingle Day

TIRUMALA: The Tir-
upati Lord Venkateswara
Temple hasreceived 36.94
croreinhundi(offeringbox)
contributionsinasingleday.
Thisisconsideredarecord.
Devoteesareflockinginlarge
numberstothe Tirupati Lord
Venkateswara Templein An-

dhraPradesh. With thearrival
of weekendsand consecutive
holidays,devoteeshavebeen
gatheringat Tirumala.
OnWednesday, the 9th,
atotal 0f69,771 devotees of-
fered prayersto thedeity. Of
these, 25,888 devoteesoffered
theirhair. A total of4.421akh

‘Laddu’ *prasadam* units
weresold,and*Annadanam*
(freefood distribution) was
providedto2.651lakh people.
Notably,36.94 crore was col-
lectedinthetemplehundion
that Wednesday alone. This
isconsidered thehighestsi-
ngle&dayhundicollection

inthehistoryofthe Tirupati
Lord Venkateswara Temple.
Previously,
hundicollectionshadre-
ached the36 croremarkonly
threetimes. Inthisinstance,
thecollection onthe 9th—at
%6.94 crore—cameveryclose
tothe37 crore mark.

Other countries praise s, but opposition can'ttolerate this”
BJP'sMadan Rathore on P Chidambaram's BRICS remarks

JAIPUR: BJP Rajasthan
presidentand RajyaSabha MP
MadanRathoreon Saturday hit
backat Congressleader P Chi-
dambaramover hisremarkson
BRICS, sayingtheopposition
partywasunabletounderst-
andtheseriousness of India’s
growingglobalstanding.

Reactingto Chidamba-
ram’s remarks, Rathore said
the Congress was unable to
understand the significance
ofthework beingdoneby the
BJPe&ledgovernment.

“The Congressis not un-
derstandingtheseriousness.
They couldn’t dothethings we
aredoing... Wehave conveyed
themessageof Vasudhaiva Ku-

tumbakany'... Other countries
praiseus, buttheoppositioncan’t
toleratethis, sotheyaremaking
suchstatements,” Rathoretold.
On Wednesday, senior Congress
leader and Rajya Sabha MP
P Chidambaram questioned
thetangible benefits Indiahas
gainedfromrecent BRICS su-
mmits, sayinghehadnot seen
anysignificant outcomesfrom
thelasttwo orthree meetings.

Speakingabout the upco-
ming BRICS Summit 2026 in
Delhi, ChidambaramsaidIndia
ispartofseveral multilateral
groupings, including BRICS,
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), G20and
QUAD, but questioned what

concrete benefitsthe country
hasreceivedfromthem. “Idon’t
knowhowmany Presidentsand
howmany Prime Ministersare
coming. Idon'tthinkthelasttwo
orthree BRICS summits have
resultedin tangible benefitsor
tangibleresults,” Chidambaram.
“Infact, wearepart of BR-
ICS, wearepartof SCO, weare
partofG20,andwearepart of
QUAD. What benefitsarewe
gettingoutofthat?Ican’tsee.In
thelasttwo orthreesummits, I
didn’tseeany benefits. Earlier,
the BRICS Summitsresultedin
sometangiblebenefits” headded.
Meanwhile, the theme of
this year’ssummit is “Buildi-
ng Resiliencefor Innovation,

Cooperation, and Sustainable
Development.”Indiaisafoun-
dingmemberof BRICSandhas
previously chairedthegrouping
in2012,2016and2021. BRICS
hasemerged asanimportant
platform for coordination
amongmajor emergingeco-
nomiesandforadvancingthe
interestsofthe Global Southin
multilateralinstitutions. Its
agenda covers development,
finance, technology, tradeand
peopleertoepeopleexchanges.

The grouping currently
comprises 11 countries &¢
Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africaand
the UAE.

Unidentified manflees with ¥4 lakh after
throwing chilipowder atbank staff

policeapprehend h1m W1th1n 30 mlnutes

NAGPUR: A State Bank
ofIndia (SBI) branch is
located in Nagpur, Mah-
arashtra. The day before
yesterday, at6 PM, aman
entered the branch posing
asacustomer. He was wea-
ringared *kurta*andblack
*pyjamas™.
Asheapproachedthe cash
countet, he covered his face
withaclothand threw chili
powder—which he had ca-
rriedinabag—intotheeyes
ofthebank employees. The
staffscreamedin agony as

the chilipowder hit their ey-
es. Seizingthis opportunity,
theman grabbed ¥4 lakhin
cash fromthe counter and
fled. Although the emplo-
yeesandthe bank security
guardtriedto catch him, he
managed to escape by tak-
ingadvantage of the crowd
insidethe bank.

Thepolice were inform-
edoftheincident; they arri-
ved promptly and examined
footage from surveillance
cameraslocated both inside
andoutsidethe bank.

S;tb;equently, based on the |

directionin which the susp-
ecthadfled, the police set up
checkpoints atvariousloca-
tions. The police apprehen-
ded the unidentified indiv-
idual ashortdistance from

- =F .

thebank branch and seized
X4 lakh from him. They were
commended for arresting
himwithinjust halfan hour
ofhisescape. Thepolice are
currently interrogating the
arrested man.

State Honorsforthe Late Professor
Solomon Pappalah Tamll_Nadu Government

CHENNALI: The B
Tamil Nadugovern- \§
menthasannounced
thatstatehonorswill ¥
beaccordedtothe
late Professor and
Tamil scholar Solo-
mon Pappaiah. Mi-
nister Nirmal Kumar
shared thisinform-
ation on the social
media platform X.
Minister Nirmal Ku-
mar tweeted on X that
state honors would
be conferred upon the Tamil
scholar Solomon Pappaiah.
Earlier,reportershad asked
Minister Nirmal Kumar wh-
ether statehonorswouldbe

accordedtothelate Solomon
Pappaiah;thisannouncem-
ent followsthoseinquiries.
The Tamil Nadu governm-
entstated that statehonors
wouldbeaccorded during

hisfinaljourneytoday,in
recognition ofhis contribu-
tionsto the Tamillanguage.
Solomon Pappaiah: There-
nowned debate moderator
and eminent Tamil scholar,

= Professor Solomon
Pappaiah, passed
¥l away at the age of
90 duetoillhealth.
Tamil enthusiasts,
scholars, political

! spectstohismortal
remainsin Madurai.
Followinghis pass-
ing, ChiefMinister
 Vijay, former Chief

Ministers Stalinand
EdappadiPalaniswami, as
wellasvarious political party
leaders, ministers, and film
personalities, expressed their
condolences.

september 12 Riyadh 2026

Shortage ofpetroland
dieselimminent

Impact duetoakey
decision by SaudiArabia

Saudi Arabia has shut downacrit-
ical oil pipeline following a drone
attack Taunched fromIraqg. This move has
sparked fears of aglobal crudeoil cri-
sis and the Tikelihood of further hikes
inpetrol and diesel pricesinIndia.
Drones Taunched from the Iraqi border
struck Saudi Arabia’s vital East-West
oil pipeline network, forcing the
Kingdom to shut the Tines down. The
Saudi ForeignMinistry reported that
the attack caused some injuries and
minor property damage. Notably, this
single pipeline accounted for 4-5% of
the global crude oil supply. Investi-
gations revealed that the drone attack
originated fromIraq’s Maysan province,
which borders Iran.

Acknowledging that its territo-
ry was used to Taunch an attack on a
neighboring country, the Iraqi Prime
Minister immediately ordered the
dismissal of the province’smilitary
commander and directed a thorough
investigation into the incident.
Saudi Arabiais theworld’s Targest
crude oil exporter.

Amidst escalating tensions in
the Strait of Hormuz, the King-
dom had been distributing crude
0oil via this 1,200-km-long East-
West pipeline to bypass that route.
With this pipeline now shut, Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen have
announced that they have brought the
Red Sea region and most of the coastline
along the Bab e1-Mandeb Strait under
their control. These two incidents
have heightened international anxiety
regarding crudeoil.

Consequently, the price of crude
0il has crossed the $100-per-barrel
mark for the first time since July.
Saudi Arabiadidnot Taunchamilitary
retaliationin response to this attack
fromIraqg; instead, it commended Iraq’s
efforts to prevent attacks onother
nations fromits soil. Nevertheless,
Saudi Arabia has assertedits right to

take all necessary measures to protect
Kts citizens.

4 OOO year-old rock palntlngs Neollthlcgrlndlng
grooves, and Megalithicritual remains have been
discovered atthe foothills of ThenparaiHill, near
Kadamalaikundu.

BangladeshiHindureligious
leader granted 3 hour parole
toattend mo/th_r’sfueral

DHAKA: ChinmoyKrishnaDas,aHindureligiousleader
whohasbeenimprisoned in Bangladesh for over two years, was
granted parole forjust fivehourstoattend hismother’s funeral.
Chinmoy Krishna Das,aspokesperson for the ‘Bangla-
desh Sammilita SanataniJagaran Jote’ organization, was
arrested on charges of seditionin November 2024.

Hismother, SandhyaRaniDhar (71), passed awayat
Hathazari Hospital duetoill health. Following her death,
Chattogram Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Jahidul
Islam Miaissued an order granting Krishna Das parole
forfivehoursto participatein the funeralrites,according
toareportby*The Daily Star*. An emotional video has
goneviral onsocial media showing Chinmoy Krishna
Das—whowastemporarilyreleased from prison—wee-
pingashetouchesthefeetofthe Radha&Krishnaidolsat
the Pundarik Dham temple in Chattogram.




Local12.09.2026 OutStation 13.09.2026

PM meetlng with Crown Prlnce of Abu Dhabl Shelkh Khaled Bin Mhamed Bin

ZayedAlNahyanonthe sidelines ofthe 18th BRICS Summit,in New Delhi

Weddings for 102 Couples in a Single Day
Tomorrow at Thiruparankundram Temple

THIRUPARAKUN-
DRAM: Weddingsfor 102
couplesarescheduledto
takeplacetomorrowinasi-
ngledayatthe Thiruparan-
kundramtemple, the firstof
Lord Murugan’ssixabodes
(*Arupadaiveedu*).
Auniquefeatureofthe Thi-
ruparankundram templeis
that Lord Murugan graces
devoteesinaseated pos-
ture, dressedinwedding
attire. Devoteesbelieve that
gettingmarried herebrings
allformsof prosperityand
blessings. Consequently,

numerous coupleschoose
thisvenue fortheirwed-
dingsonauspiciousdays
(*Muhurtham*).Onthe
23rd ofthismonth—the
firstauspiciousdayofthe
*Aavani* month duri-
ngthewaxing phase of
themoon—104 couples
weremarriedinasingle
day. Following this, 102
coupleshaveregistered
togetmarried tomorrow
(Sunday), whichisanother
auspiciousday. Additiona-
lly, 52 coupleshavealready
registered forweddingson

theupcoming17th,and
bookingsare continuing.
Permissionisgranted only
for couples performingth-
eirfirstmarriageatthe Th-
iruparankundram temple,
andregistration mustbe
completedatleast20 days
inadvance. Theceremonies
takeplaceattheshrineof
Lord Muthukumaraswa-
miand Goddess Deivanai
Ambal,located withinthe
*Thiruvatchi Mandapam*
complex. A fee 0£34,500
percoupleischarged; this
coversthemarriageregi-
stration feeand provides
entryticketsfor*darshan*
atthesanctumsanctorum
foragroup of20 people,
includingthe coupleand
their family members. Bas-
edonthis,with 102 couples
registered for tomorrow,
thetempleisexpectedto
generatearevenueof34.59
lakhs.

Delhi: Controversial Slogan
atSinghu Border; 3 Arrested

NEW DELHI: Threeind-

ividualshavebeenarrestedin
connectionwith thewriting
of controversial pro&Kh-
alistan slogans on walls at
the Singhuborderin Delhi
on the 6th of this month.

The Special Cell of the Delhi
Policeregisteredan FIRand
conductedaninvestigation

intotheincident. Subseq-

uently, thepolicearrested

threeindividualsinthe
Faridkotarea of Punjab.
Theyhad carried out the-
seillicitactivitiesunderthe
instructions of Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, a Khalistani
terroristand theleaderofthe
SFJ (Sikhsfor Justice),an or-
ganizationbannedinIndia.
Basedon CCTV footage, the
arrested individuals have

beenidentifiedasPreetpal,
Harminder Singh, and She-
eshpal. Thepolicealsoseized
acarused bythem. Among
them, Preetpal wasindire-
ctcontact with Pannun; he
isalso suspected ofhaving
links with Pakistan&based
terrorist organizations, a
matter thatis currentlyunder
investigation. A caseunder
the UAPA (Unlawful Acti-
vities (Prevention) Act) had
previouslybeenregistered
against Preetpal. Further
investigationisunderway.

Poetsand writers should be
appreciated while theyarestill alive

VIT Chancellor G. Viswanathan’s
appeal atthe Bharathi Festival

CHENNAL: VIT University
Chancellor G. Viswanathan urg-
edthatpoetsandwritersbeapp-
reciated whiletheyarestillalive.
The77thBharathi Grand Festival
andtheBharathi
Awardspresent-
ation ceremony,
organizedbythe
BharathiyarSa-
ngam, took place
yesterdayatthe
Bharatiya Vidya |
BhavaninMyl- 4
apore, Chennai. |
G. Viswanath-
an, Chancellor
of VIT University, Vellore,
participatedintheeventand
presentedthe Bharathi Awards.
Theawardrecipientsincluded
John Raja Dasofthe VGP Gr-
oup, writer Bharathi Krishn-
akumar, Professor Kalakkadu
Ramaseethalakshmi, Dharani
KomalofKomal Theatres, and

Bharatanatyamartist H.N.
NandhiniSuresh. Speaking
attheevent, G. Viswanathan
said: “Today, we remember
and honor Bharathiyar. Ho-

wever, duringhis lifetime, no
onetook notice of him. Poets
andwritersshouldbeapprec-
iatedwhiletheyarestillalive”
Thereare 23 stateuniversities in

Tamil Nadu. Ofthese, the post
of Vice¢~Chancellorisvacant
in 17 universities. The prestig-
ious University of Madrashas

beenwithouta Vicee~Chanc-
ellor forthepast three years.
The conflictbetweenthegover-
nmentandthe Governoristhe
reason forthis. Nowthatanew
governmenthasassu-
medoffice, steps must
betakentoappoint
Vicee~Chancellors;
thzs is whathesazd

erSwasankarl and
¢ industrialist V.G.
Santhosham were

i

uswami, Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan Director K.N.
Ramaswamy, and SriKrishna
Sweets Managing Director M.
Muralidelivered congratulato-
ryaddresses. Earliet, Professor
Ulaganayaki Palani, President
ofthe Bharathiyar Sangam,
delivered the welcome and
introductoryaddress.
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Leaders Pay Homage atImmanuel Sekaran’s
Memorial in Paramakudi on His 69th Death Anniversary

8, OOO Pohce Personnel Deployed for Security
s SO h

PARAMAKUDI Pohtlcal
leaders paid theirrespects
atthe memorial ofthelate
Immanuel Sekaranin Para-
makudi, Ramanathapuram
district, on the occasion of
his 69th death anniversary.
A security force comprisi-
ng 8,000 police personnel
was deployed for the event.
Extensivearrangementswere
made for the observance of
Immanuel Sekaran’s death
anniversary.

Tributes were first pa-
idbytheresidents of Sellur
village, his native place. Su-
bsequently, membersofhis
family—including his da-

ughter Sundari Prabharani
and grandsons Chakkarav-
arthy, ArokiyaKoman,and
Jeevan—paidtheirrespects.
Followingthis, tributes were
offered onbehalfofthe Dev-
endiraPanpattuKazhagam.
Minister Nirmal Kumar paid
homage by placingafloral
wreathonbehalfofthe TVK
party. MinistersK.A. Arunraj,
T.K.Prabhu, Madhanraja,and
Rajiv,alongwith MLAs Sab-
ari Aingaran (Periyakulam),
Ilangovan (Manamadurai),
Karthik (Srivilliputhur),
Ayyanar (Nilakottai), Ka-
rthikeyan (Madurai East),
Gopisan (MaduraiSouth),and

Karuppiah (Sholavandan),
* werepresent. Similarly,on
behalfofthe DMK, Oppo-
sition Leader Udhayanidhi
aidhisrespectsbylaying
Jy afloralwreath;hewasac-

2 companied by former

ministers Periyakarupp-
anand Rajakannappan,
aswellasMLAsKhader

lingam,and Kathiravan. 5§
Onbehalfofthe AIAD- j§
MK, former ministers
R.B.Udhayakumarand
Manikandan,alongwith
Ramanathapuram District |
Secretary Muniyasamy,
paid theirrespects. Ad- |
ditionally, tributes were | |
paidbyBJP State President |/
Nainar Nagendran,actress
Kasthuri, former Tamil Nadu
Congress President Selvape-
runthagai, Tourism Minister
Rajeshkumar, Naam Tamilar
Katchi Chief Coordinator
Seeman, AMMK General
Secretary TTV Dhinakaran,
DMDK Town Secretary Anbu

Batcha, Ponmuthurama- o

Dakshinamurthy, VCKrep-
resentativeand Social Justice
Department Minister Vann-
iyarasu, Puthiya Tamilagam
partyleader Krishnasamy,
MDMK representative Sat-

han Thirumalaikumar, PMK
General Secretary Vadivel
Ravanan, ‘Wethe Leaders’
organizationrepresentati-
ve Dharani Murugesan,and
SDPI State President Nellai
Mubarak, among others.
Securityoperations were ov-

3

erseenbyRamanathapuram
District SP Sandheesh, with
8,000 policepersonnel dep-
loyed forthetask. Toprevent
anyviolations, 38 checkpoints
were established acrossthe

ram v ‘q

Ramanathapuram district.
Furthermore, 700 surveilla-
ncecameraswereinstalledin
Paramakudianditssurroun-
dingareas, with continuous
monitoringconducted from
thecontrolroomatthePara-
makudi Town Police Station.

Green Tribunal: Immersion of Vinayagar Idols Not
Permitted at Pattmapakkam and NeelankaraiBeaches

CHENNAI Permzsszon -

cannot begrantedfor theim-
mersion of Vinayagaridols
attheecologicallysignificant
beaches of Pattinapakk-

amand Neelankarai. The
National Green Tribunal
hasorderedthat theidols be
takento otherlocationsfor
immersion.

Immersion ofidolsin water
bodiesduringthe Vinayagar

Chaturthifestival causes po-
llution. In2023, Hariharan,
aresident of Pudupet, Ch-
ennai, filed apetition with
theSouthern Bench of the
National Green Tribunal,
seekingan orderto prevent
theimmersion ofidolsinun-
authorized water bodies.

hpa Sathyanarayanaand

0 Expert Member Prashant

Gargava.
Duringthehearing, reports
weresubmitted on behalfof
the District Collectors of 38
districts, the Tamil Nadu

| Pollution Control Board,

andthe Chennai Corpo-
ration. It was stated that

§ measureshavebeentaken

topreventthesale ofidols
made of Plaster of Paris, and
publicawarenesshasbeen
raisedregardingthisissue.
In Chennai, the beaches at
Kasimedu, Thiruvottiyur,
Ennore, Pattinapakkam,
and Neelankarai have been
identified as designated sites

The casecameup for hearing  for theimmersion of Vinay-

yesterday beforethe Tribu-
nal’s Judicial Member Pus-

agaridols.
Counselfor the petitioner

arguedthat the beaches at
Pattinapakkam and Neel-
ankaraiareturtle breeding
grounds. Furthermore, as
these areas fallunder Coast-
alRegulation Zone (CRZ-
)& 1, permission should not
begranted foridolimmersi-
onthere.

Atthisjuncture, the tribunal
membersintervened and
questionedwhy theidols
intendedfor the ecologically
sensitive areas of Pattina-
pakkam and Neelankarai
couldnot bedivertedto
otherlocations. Responding
to this, the counselfor the
Tamil Nadu government
stated, “Regardingtherelo-
cationto other areas, factors
suchaslawand order, crowd
congestion, and areas sen-

sitivetoreligioustensions
must be taken into account.
Timeisrequiredto consult
with officials and convey the
decision.”
Accepting this submissi-
on, the Tribunalbench ruled
that permission cannot be
granted foridolimmersi-
onatthe Neelankaraiand
Pattinapakkam beaches,
giventheirenvironmental
significance.
Thebenchorderedthata
consultativemeetingbe held
regardingthe diversion of
idols—originally intended
forimmersionat these two
locations—to the other four
designatedsites, and dire-
ctedthat thegovernment’s
positiononthe matterbe
conveyed by September 16.

“Don’t you have time toreview files, evenas
much as you do to check your mobile phones?”

CM Chandrababu Naidu reprimands officials

AMARAVATI: “Don’t
youhavetimetoreviewfi-
les,evenasmuchasyoudo
tocheckyour mobile pho-
nes?” Andhra ChiefMin-
ister Chandrababu Naidu
reprimanded government
officialsat the District Col-
lectors’ Conference.

The 8th District Collect-
ors Conferencewasheld

in Amaravatiunder the
leadership of Chief Mini-
ster Chandrababu Naidu.
Speakingonthesecond
dayofthe conference, Ch-
andrababu Naidu said: “Tt
issurprising thatheads of
certaindepartmentshave
failed toattend this meet-
ing,whichisbeingheld to
discusspublicissuesand

the pendingfilesrelated to
them. Where do they get
theaudacity? The concern-
edsecretaries must explain
thereasons for theirabs-
enceand provide me with
ananswer. Some officials
donotspendasmuchtime
reviewingfilesastheydo
checkingtheir mobile pho-
nes. Youareinastate where

youcannotgoevenafew
hourswithoutyour mobile
phones. Filesare pilingup
fordaysineverydepart-
ment. Whyarethesefiles
accumulating?” Similarly,
thereare complaintsthat
ministers Ramprasad Re-
ddy, KollaRavindra,and
Keshavaretakingtoolong
toprocessofficial files.

“EvenItakeamaximum
ofonlyfourdaystoreview
files. Allministers should
examineand clear filesim-
mediately. The faster files
moveacross your desks,
the faster theadministra-
tion will function; other-
wise, the government will
moveatasnail’space,” he
said.

Invitation extended to Sringeri Swamigal for the Madurai
MeenakshlAmman Temple consecration ceremony

MADURAL Templeoffi-

Swamigal and Vidhushekhara

= the*Kumbabishekam*

(consecration cerem-
# ony) of the Madurai
Meenakshi Amman
Temple, scheduled for
September 17,and to
seek theirblessings.
Centuriesago, when
foreigninvaderssought
todestroytemplesand
- undermine*Dharma*,
Vidyaranya Swamigal—
the 12th Shankaracharya
oftheSringeriSharada
.34 Peetham—helpedest-
ablishthe Vijayanagara

cialsandpriestsvisited Sring- Bharati Maha Swamigalto Empire through thekings
eriJagadguruBharatiTirtha extendaformalinvitationfor Hariharaand Bukka,thereby

preserving *Dharma*.
These kings defeat-
edtheinvaders, protected
the temples, and ensured
that rituals were conduc-
ted withoutinterruption.
KumaraKampanna, theson
of Bukka, took steps to res-
ume worship services that
hadbeenhalted attemplesin
Kanchipuram, Tiruvannam-
alai, Srirangam,and Madurai.
Historicalaccountsstatethat
Goddess Meenakshiappe-
ared in his dream, pointed
outthedisruption of rituals
ather temple, and instru-
cted him to restore them.

Representatives from the
HR&CEDepartmentandthe
temple—including Trustee
P.K.M. Chelliah, Assistant
Commissioner Meivel Sri-
nivasan,and*Shivacharyas*
Shanmugasundaram and
Karthikeyan—visited there-
vered Sringeri Mutttoextend
theinvitation. The Swamigals
blessed them, statingthatth-
eycouldnotattendtheevent
duetotheirobservanceofthe
*Chaturmasya Vrata* (afou-
r&month period of penance
and spiritual practice) but
promisedtovisitand worship
the Goddessatalatertime.
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ChlefMlmsterV D. Satheesan stated tht measures ave beentakento stock 70 Iakh tlns ofAraaa
prasadamatSabarimala.

Former Uttarakhand CM steps
down from Congress party role

NEW DELHI: For-
mer Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Harish Rawathas
stepped down fromhis po-
sition withinthe Congress
partyfollowingallegations
regardinghisaideaccept-
ingmoneyin exchange for
ajob.
OnFriday, Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials
conductedraidsatthere-
sidence of Chandan Singh
Jeena,anaideto Harish Ra-
wat. The ED carried outthe-
seraidsin connection with
allegationsofirregularities
inastate&level recruitment
processheldin2016.
Searcheswere conductedat
premiseslinked to Chan-
danSinghJeena. Officials
reported theseizure of332

lakhin cash,200grams
ofgold,and 12 high&end
watches. Theincident
hascausedastirinstate
politics. Chandan Singh
Jeenacurrentlyservesas
anaideto Harish Rawat;
notably,hehad previ-
ouslyservedasRawat’s
Officer on Special Duty
(OSD) duringhistenure
as ChiefMinister from
2014t02017.

Harish Rawathassince
postedaboutthe matter
onsocialmedia. Hestated:
“Mediareportshaveem-
erged claimingthatcash
andjewelrywererecovered
fromthe Dehradunresid-
enceofmyaide, Chandan
SinghJeena. Thefactsbeh-
ind this matter willcometo

lightinthe comingdays.
Hehandledkey responsibi-
litieswhileITheld governm-
entand partypositions. He
isahardworkingindivid-
ual. Allegationsregarding
recruitmentirregularities
havesurfaced; however, I
donotbelievehewasinvol-
vedinanywrongdoing,and
thus,Idonotacceptthese
accusations. Peopleoften

" askmeabouttheelections;
| Tusuallysaythattheele-

W | Yet, thistime, instead of my
. home, theyhaveknocked

ctionnotification willbe
announcedonlywhenthe
CBIknocksonmydoor.

onthedoorofoneofmy
aides. Throughthis, they
areattemptingto fabricate
afalsenarrative.
Ourpartyisfightingagain-
stcorruption. Atatimelike
this, suchallegations could
weaken the party’scampai-
gnefforts. Therefore, T have
takenthissignificantdec-
ision:Tamstepping down
frommypartyposition,”
said Harish Rawat. Assem-
blyelectionsarescheduled
tobeheldin Uttarakhand
nextyear.

Three Arrested for Filming Inside
Stanley Hospital Morgue

CHENNALI: A notori-
ousfigure from the Ennore
area, near Chennai, died
suddenly two daysago. His
body was taken to Stanley
Government Hospitalfora
post&mortem examination.
Uponlearningofthis, hisfr-
iends—Sathishkumar (25)
from Vyasarpadiand Dine-
shkumar (alias ‘Deena 30),
amember of TVK—wentto
Stanley Government Ho-
spital early the day before
yesterdayto view thebody.
Accompanied byanother
individualnamed Sankar fr-

om Vyasarpadi, thetwomen
proceededto the hospital’s
morguearea. Theypaid 3200
to Srinivasan, an employee
ondutyatthepost&mortem
facility, toobtain thekeytothe
morgue. Onceinside, they
used their mobile phonesto
recordvideos of thebodies
keptthere. Whenhospital staff
discoveredtheincident, the
hospitaladministrationlodg-
edacomplaintwiththepolice
stationed atthe Stanley Gov-
ernment Hospital complex.
Actingonthecomplaint, the
policevisited thesceneand

conducted aninquiry. The
policearrested threeindivi-
duals—Sathishkumar, Dine-
shkumar,and Shankar—who
werealleged tohave filmed
avideoinside the morgue.
Thepolicetookthethreearre-
stedindividualstothestation
for questioning. Theyadmit-
tedtoenteringthemorgueto
filmthebodiesthereforsocial
media“Reels” Consequently,
acasewasregistered against
themunder three sections,
includingtrespassinginto
the morgue. The police pr-
oducedthethreeindividu-

alsbeforethe George Town
Magistrateathisresidence
thatsamenight; the Magist-
ratereleased allthree onbail.
Arecommendationhasbeen
madetoinitiatedepartmental
actionagainst Srinivasan, a
morgue worker alleged to
havehanded over themorgue
keystooutsiders. Police stated
thatthearrestedindividua-
Is—Sathishkumar (25) and
Dineshkumar (amember of
TVK)—alreadyhave prior
criminal casesagainstthem.

Mumbaicyberfraud racket: Three
heldas 2 898 SIM cards usedinfraud

MUMBAIL: Mumbai Poli-
ce’s Crime Branchhasbusted
acyber&fraud networkalleg-
edlyinvolvingtheuse 0f2898
SIM cardsand multiplebank

accounts, with three men W

arrestedin connection with
theracket.
Apreliminaryinvestigati-
onhasfoundthattheaccused
— Islamuddin Salimuddin
Sheikh, 44, Abdul Razzaq
Rauf,42,and Yasir Nasiruddin
Sheikh, 26 —allegedlyrouted
around Rs24 crorethrough
just 10bankaccounts, police
saidon Friday.
Investigators are now
examiningthefinancialand
technicaltrailtoidentifythe
beneficiaries of thetransac-
tions,and establish whether
thearrested triowaspartofa
larger cyber&fraud network.
Accordingtothepolice, the
accused allegedly opened
bankaccountsintheir own
namesaswellasthose oftheir
associatesand other people.
Theythen purchased multiple

Bl

SIM cards andlinkedthemto

theaccounts.
Aftertheaccountswere
opened, theyallegedly took
control of the passbooks,
ATM cards, chequebooks,
SIM cards,and otherbanking
instruments, using them to
facilitate cyber fraud.
Theinvestigationby Crime
Branch Unit5found thatco-
mplaintshadbeenregistered
againstthebankaccountson
the1930cybercrimehelpline.
Policehaveso faridentified
32such complaintsand found
transactionsworthR24 crore
through 10accounts.
Thescaleofthe operation

emerged during the seizure

of88bankpassbooks, 143 ch-
equebooks, 100 ATM cards,
24 mobile phones, 167 SIM
cards,and twolaptops, besi-
desother documents. Police
said technicalinvestigation
indicated that theaccused
hadused 2898 SIM cards for
cyber&fraudactivities.
Acasehasbeenregistered
atMalad policestationunder
Sections318(4),61,45,and
3(5) ofthe Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita,and Section 66(D) of
the Information Technology
Act. Thethreeaccused have
beenarrestedand remanded
in police custody till Sept-

ember 19. The case comes
amidaseriesof investigations
exposingtheinfrastructure
behind cyber fraud. In Aug-
ust, Dongripolicebustedan
interstate mule&account
racketinwhich 17 accounts
werelinked to 38 cybercrime
complaintsand transactions
wortharoundRs25.45crore.
Inanotherrecentcase, the
West Cyber Policearrested
seven peopleinanalleged
digital&arrestracketand
seized 613 SIM cards, along
with phones, laptops, and
banking documents.Ina
two&month period, Mumbai
Policereportedlydealtwith
24,860 cyber&fraud cases,
blockingRs 18.27 croreand
facilitatingthereturn ofRs
3.97 croreto 6096 victims.
MumbaiPolice’s 1930 cyb-
erhelplinehasbeenoperating
24x7since May2022,allowing
victimstoreportfraudimm-
ediatelyandenablingpolice
toalertbanksandattemptto
freezethedefrauded money.
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PMModi Urges Iran President to Ensure
Seafarer Safety and Uninterrupted Shipping

NEWDELHI: Prime
Minister Modiheldbilat-
eraltalksyesterday with
Iranian President Maso-
udPezeshkian, whoisin
Delhitoattend the BRICS
summit.

This meeting hol-
dssignificance amidst
rising tensionsin West
Asiacaused bynew US
economic sanctions.
Shippingtraffichasbeen

of Hormuz, a chokepoint

thetalks, Prime Minister
Modiemphasized theneed
toestablish peaceinthere-
gionand ensurethesafety
of seafarersaswellasthe
freedomofuninterrupted
shippingalonginterna-
tional maritime routes.
Modifurther pointed out
thatconflictsin West Asia
cannotberesolved throu-
ghwarandthatsolutions
mustbesoughtthrough

severelyaffected byIran’s accountingfor20percentof dialogueanddiplomacy.In
actionsregardingtheStrait globalenergysupplies. During response, Iranian Presid-

Severe Attacks on 3 Cargo Ships;
42 Indian Crew Members Survive

TEHRAN: Severeatt-
ackshavebeen carried out
againstthree foreign&flag-
gedvessels carryingIndian
crewmembers.
Thevesselsinvolved are the
*Risco* (acrudeoil tanker
flyingthe Zimbabwe flag),
*Horizon 1* (an LPG tan-
ker flying the Palau flag),
and*Mersin Prosperity* (a
crudeoil tanker flying the
Liberiaflag).
The*Risco* was thefirstto
beattacked, on the nightof
the 8th,in the Gulfof Om-
an. Therewere21Indian
crewmembersonboard
duringthisattack, which

wasreportedlycarried
outbythe USNavy; they
immediately evacuated
the ship safelyand sought
refugeatanIranian port.
Around11:30 PMonthe
samenight, the*Horizon

1*wasattacked. That vess- |

elcarriedatotal of 16 crew

members—14Indians

and two Georgians—who =

were safely rescued with
thehelp ofanother nearby
ship.

The following day, a missile
struck the *Mersin Prosp-
erity* near Fujairah. Seven
Indian crew memberswere
onboard,buttheyweresa-

e

felyrescued Intotal, 42 In-
dian crew membersacross
these three ships survived
thesesevereattacks.
Sincetheonsetofthe con-
flictbetweenIranandthe
USin West Asia, therehave
been fourattacks on Indi-

ent Pezeshkian requested
Indiatoleverageitsintern-
ational connectionsto help
restore peaceand avertwar.
Prime Minister Modiexpres-
sedhisgratitudetoIranforits
continued cooperation within
the BRICSbloc, even amidst
challenging circumstances.
Itisnoteworthy thatthetwo
leadersdiscussed India&Iran
relationsduringthismeeting,
which marked theirsecond
interactioninthe pasttwo
weeks.

an&ﬂaggedvessels and 50
attacks on foreign&flagged
vessels carrying Indian
crew members. Theseinci-
dentshaveresultedinnine
deathsand 12injuries,
withoneadditional person
presumed dead.

Tirupati Sacred Umbrella Procession
Organized by Hindu Dharmartha Samithi
Trust Begins Tomorrow in Chennai

CHENNALI: The Ti-
rupatisacredumbrella
procession, organized by
the Hindu Dharmartha
Samithi Trust, begins
tomorrowat the Chenna
Kesava Perumal Temple
inthe Pookadaiarea of
Chennai.

Inastatementrega-
rdingthis, Trust Trustee
R.R. Gopaljisaid: Dur-
ingthe Brahmotsavam
festivalatthe Tirumala
Tirupati Lord Venkateswa-
ra (Ezhumalaiyan) temple,
floralgarlands from Andal
at Srivilliputhur and white
silk sacredumbrellas are
offered from Tamil Nadu for
the GarudaSeva.
Everyyear, on behalfof the
peopleof Tamil Nadu, the
Hindu Dharmartha Samit-
hi Trust carries 11 beautiful
whitesilk sacredumbrellas
inaprocessionfrom Chenn-
aito offerthemto Lord Ven-
kateswaraat Tirumala.

Accordingly, this year’s Tiru-

patisacredumbrellaproces-
sionwill commenceat 10:00
AMtomorrow (September
13)fromthe Chenna Kesava
Perumal Temple in Pookad-
ai, Chennai. The procession
willproceedviaNSC Bose
Road, the Govindappa Nai-
cken Street junction, Bairagi
Madam, and Walltax Road,
crossingGauniat4:00 PM. It
willreachthe Kasi Viswana-
thar Templein Ayanavaram
by night. The sacred umbr-
ellas, travelingvia Villiva-

kkam, Thirumullaivoyal,
Pattabiram, and Tiruvallur,
willreach Tirumalaon the
morningofthe 18th. There,
afteraprocession alongthe
Mada Streets, theumbrella-
s—accompanied by sacred
garmentsand auspicious
offerings—will be prese-
nted to the Devasthanam
officialsinthepresence of the
TirupatiJeeyars. Reside-
ntsand devotees alongthe
processionrouteareinvited
to comewith their fami-
liesto view and pay their

# respectstothesacred
§ umbrellas. During

"™ the procession, no
A oneshouldthrow
| coinsoroffercash
| contributionsonto
¢ thesacred umbrell-
| as. Nodonationsare
, beingcollectedfor
g the Tirupatisacred
umbrella procession;
| therefore, the public
‘ A isadvised nottoma-
keany paymentsto
anyone. For further details,
pleasecontact 7373099562
0r7373099563. This infor-
mation was conveyedin the
announcement. Thepolice
haveannouncedtraffic di-
versionsinareasincluding
Walltax Road, NSC Bose
Road, Mint Road and its
connectingroads, Choolai
Roundtana, and Demellows
Road, inconnectionwith
the Tirupatisacred umbre-
lla Igrimage (*Thirukkudai
Padayatra*).

Fire at Madurai’s Central Theatre
Flreﬁghters Battleto Extmgulsh Flames

MADURAIL A
firebroke outatthe
old Central Theat-
re,located near the
West Tower of the
Meenakshi Amman
Temple.

Central Theatre
isoneoftheold-
ercinemahallsin
Madurai. Currently, &
thetheatreisnolo-
nger operational; the front
sectionhasbeenrented out
foruseasavehicle parking
areaandaplasticwareh-
ouse.
Lastnight,afiresuddenly
broke outinthe carpark-
ingareaandspreadtothe
adjacent plastic warehou-

se,causing flamestoflare
upintensely.
Uponreceiving thealert,
firefighters from the Thidir
Nagar firestationrushed
tothesceneandbattled to
extinguish theblaze. How-
ever,asthefire continued
torage outofcontrol,ad-
ditionalfiretenders were

summoned fromthe An-
uppanadiand Tallakulam
firestations. Ultimately,
firefighters operatingmore
than fivefiretenders mana-
gedtobringthefireunder
controland extinguishit.
Oneortwo carsparkedat
thesite were damagedin
theincident. Prelimina-

ryreportssuggestthatan
electricalshortcircuitmay
have caused thefire.
Thethicksmokebillowing
fromthefirespreadacross
thearea, causingacom-
motion. The Thidir Nagar
policehaveregistereda
caseandareinvestigating
theincident.
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