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Alshouldnotbeusedasaweapon
itshould also benefitagriculture

NEW DELHI: On the
second day of the BRICS
Summit, Prime Minister
Modiemphasized that Al
should notbe weaponiz-
edand should instead be
utilized for the benefit of
agriculture. The BRICS
Logistics Supply Chain
Cooperation Framework
will help make our supply
chains more reliable and

A S

resilient.

The BRICS Network for
Digital Agriculture will cr-
eate new opportunities for
farmers; through thisiniti-
ative, artificial intelligence,
geospatial technology,and
digital publicinfrastructure
willbeintegrated toaddress

PMin afamily photo with leaders of BRICS Member/Partner Countries Outreach Invitees and Heads of
International Organisations atthe 18th BRICS Summit, in BharatMandapam, New Delhi

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay flags oft Le Mans
Cup at Silverstone during UK visit

ENGLAND:Duringhis
firstofficial overseas visit,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
CJoseph Vijayvisited the
world-famousSilverstone
Motor Racing Circuitin
England, inspected its
infrastructurefacilitiesand
flagged offthe carrace for
the 2026 Michelin Le Mans
Cup, inwhichrenowned
actorand motorracing ¢ F : y
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BRICS Summit: Prime Minister Modiemphasizes

theactualneeds of farmers.
The weaponization oftech-
nologyand critical minerals
could hinder our collective
progress; therefore, we have
advocated forinclusivityin to governments;

theadoption oftechnology. wewantour entrepren-
Indiahaschampionedthe eurs,farmers,researchers,
spirit of friendship, women, youth, and ord-

partnership,and coop-
eration through the BRICS
platform. We have strived
to ensure that BRICS coop-
erationisnotlimited solely

inary citizens tobecome
active participantsas well.
India has championed the
spirit of friendship, part-
nership, and cooperation
through the BRICS platform.
Wehave strived to ensure
that cooperation within
the BRICS framework is

notlimited solely to gove-
rnments; we desire that our
entrepreneurs,

farmers, researchers,
women, youth, and ordi-
narycitizensalsobecome
active participants. Thisis
what Prime Minister Modi
stated.
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mentsand expandoper-
ationsacross keysectors,
includingadvanced manu-
i facturing,electricvehicles

driver Ajith Kumar partic-
ipated.

Vijay personally
inspected thetracklayout,
safety systemsand other
infrastructuralfacilities
thereon Saturdaybeforehe

senior officials,according
tothe CMO.

This follows Chief
Minister Vijay’sannounce-
mentinthe State Assembly
toestablishaworld-class
“Motor Sports City; lever-

(EVs),electronics,and NEW DELHI:

Global CapabilityCentres  Union Minister Jais-

(GCCs). hankarheld discuss-

Theoverseasoutreach  ionswiththe Foreign

aimstogeneratelarge-scale  Ministers of Nigeria

. employmentand further and Cuba. The 18th

) = solidifythestategovern- BRICS Summitiscu-

'\ mentscoreobjectiveof rrentlyunderwayat

decadesbeingportrayedas positioning Tamil Nadu the BharatMandapam
competingstars of Tamil as Asiasleadinginvest- in Delhi, spanning =y

cinema.

Ajithpublicly thanked
Vijayfor takingtimefrom
hisofficial responsibilities
toattend theeventand ex-

Thevisitfollowsa

achieved within 100 days
ofthe Vijay-ledadminis-

ment-friendlydestination.

major economic milestone

three daysstarting |
fromthe11th. Leaders
from member natio-
ns, other countries,
and international
organizations, along with
variousrepresentatives,are

L4
arrived in India following
aninvitation from Prime
Minister Modito attend the

flagged offtherace. aging TamilNadu’sstrong
Theeventwasattended automotiveand EV manu-
bythe MinisterforPublic ~ facturingecosystem.
Worksand Sports Devel- Actor Ajithalsohailed
opment, AadhavArjuna;  theannouncementearlier,
Member Secretary of andtheirmeeting during
the Sports Development theeventgained wide-
Authorityof TamilNadu,  spreadattention,asboth

MeghanathaReddy;and ~ havespentmorethanthree

pressed happinessoverhis ~ trationassumingoffice,
former colleague’spolitical ~duringwhichthestate
journey. signed Memoranda of Un-
Tamil Nadu Chief derstanding (MoUs) secur-
Minister Vijayiscurrently ~ inginvestmentsexceeding
onanofficial visitto the Rs1lakhcroreatthe ‘Vetri

United Kingdom, leading
ahigh-level delegationto

participatingin the event.
Heads of stateandleaders
from variousnations have

Tamil NaduInvestors Con-
ference2026)accordingto

summit. Aspartoftheevent,
Union External Affairs Mi-
nister Jaishankar met with

attractfreshglobalinvest-  an official statement.

LONDON: Ajith Kumar’s team secured thi-
rd placeinthe Le Mans Cup carrace heldin London.
Chief Minister Vijayhastraveled to Britain toattractin-
dustrialinvestments. Whilethere, heinaugurated the Le
Mans Cup Silverstone car race—in which actorand car
racer Ajith Kumaris participating—at 9:30 PM (IST) ye-
sterday. Chief Minister Vijay attended the event at Ajith’s
invitation, followingthe officialannouncementbythe Le
Mansorganization, which conductstherace. Uponarriving
attheracevenue, the Chief Minister rushed over to Ajith
Kumar, warmlyembraced him, and offered hisbest wishes.
Therace,inaugurated by Chief Minister Vijay,hasnow conc-

LondonCar Race
Ajith’s Team
Finishes3rd

luded.Itbeganat9:30PM (IST) yesterdayand ended at 11:47
PM. The ANS Motorsportteam secured first place in this
competition, which coveredaracedistance of 5.1km (501aps).
The RSGP team putup animpressive performancetotake
second place.

Ajith’s team, competing under the banner of Te-
am Virage, finished third. Although Ajith’s team st-
artedin 16th place, they made a historicachievem-
ent by steadily advancing to secure the third spot.
Initially, actor Ajith’s car was running smoothly. Howev-
er, the carsuddenly metwithanincident; it veered offthe
trackand movedtotheside. Arescueteamimmediately
steppedin torectify thesituation. A total of44 cars parti-
cipatedintherace.

Nigeria’s Foreign Minister
Bianca Odumegwu&Ojukwu
and Cuba’s Foreign Minister
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla for
consultations. Inaposton
the social media platform

The UnionMinisterfor Finance and Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman meets the Minister of Eco-
nomicAffairs and Finance ofthe Islamic Republicof Iran, Dr. Seyed AliMadanizadeh, in New Delhi

Union Minister Jaishankar Meets
Foreign Ministers of Nigeriaand Cuba

=" X regarding these
' meetings, Minister
Jaishankar expres-
sed his pleasureat
il meeting Nigerian
4 Foreign Minister
BiancaOdumegw-
¢ u&Ojukwu, noting
=3 that their conver-
= sationfocused on
economic coope-
ration and peopl-
e&to&peopleties.
/" Similarly, he me-

ntioned meeting
Cuban Foreign Minister
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla,
stating thattheyexchanged
viewson cooperation within
the Global South.

Indonesian ship carrying

240 passengers goes missing in Java Sea
searchoperationsintensify

JAKARTA: An In-
donesian passenger ship
carrying over 240 people
hassuddenlylostcontactin
theJavaSea. Rescueteams e
arenowactivelyengaged * ot
. . | AR $ EpAY ) =
gll asearch operation for ﬂéq;"i-“ ————

evessel. S

The passenger ship, smsmnnn-
named ‘Virgo Transport .
8,had departed fromthe
cityofSurabayain EastJava § :
province, headingtowards == =
Banjarmasin, thecapitalof ~ around2:00 AMtoday.
South Kalimantan province. The passenger man-
Officialsstated thattheship, ifestindicatesthere were
whichleftSurabayaat10:13 241 passengers on board.
AMyesterday, lostcontact Preliminarydatabasedon

Java Sea

i

o5 Javaz

i kL =
theship'slastrecordedsignals
suggestitwaslocatedinthe
JavaSea,approximately 148
kilometers from the portof
Banjarmasin. Consequent-

i i

ly, the Banjarmasin
4 rescueteaminitiated
# a search operation,
andarescuevessel has
beendispatchedtothe
area where the ship
waslastbelieved tobe.
Giventhelarge number

1’ ~ ofpassengersand crew

beingconductedona
- war footing. There s
currentlynoconfirmed
informationregardingthefate
ofthoseonboard, noristhere
anyimmediateinformation
concerningcasualties.
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Rs 3.45 Crore Cash Seized fromKarnataka
Minister Satish Jarkiholi’s Residence

Enforcement Directorate Action

Youwillidentifyand distance yourselffromthose
whohavebeenacting covertly. Your words will
gainsupportwithin the family. Relatives from
your father’sside willseek youout. You will receive
supportfrom colleaguesatworkandattend to the
maintenance of yourhomeand vehicle.

Planned tasks willbe completed swiftly.
Yoursocial circleand external contacts will
expand. Youwillmake effortstosettle old debts.
Legal mattersthathadbeen dragging on will
conclude favorably. Unnecessary running
aroundand tensioninbusiness will subside.

Youwill promptly fulfillthe needs of your family mem-
bers. Understanding the family situation, your
childrenwill conductthemselves responsibly.
Youwillreplace old electricalappliances with new
onesand initiateeffortstoexpand yourbusiness.

e
el

Avoidstarting newventures. Itisadvisable
tobeaccommodating with family members.
Therewillbemoderate profitsin business.
Unexpected expenses maylead toasituation
whereyouneedtoborrowmoney. Youmayface
someaffectionate yetbothersomeattention
fromneighbors.

Youwill feel asurge of self-confidence.
Solutions willbe found for existing family con-
fusions. Youwill fulfillyour children’s wishes.
Siblings will provide timely assistance. Business
willyield moderate profits. You willacquire
artisticitemsor collectibles.

Youwillreceiveassistance from the
sources youapproach. Youwillfindamicable
solutionsto property-relatedissues. Youwill
attend special eventshosted by prominent
figures. Thoselookingforahomewillfinda
well-equipped property. Youwill gain profits
fromstockmarkettrading.

Your administrative skillswill shine. Along-awaited
m sumofmoney willreach you. Youwillacquireart
Vi objects. Youwillidentifyand encourageyour
childrenstalents. Jobseekerswill find employment

inagood company.

Fatigue will vanish,and you will feel rejuve-
nated. Issuesinvolving your elder brotherwill
beresolved. Youwill deliberate on purchasinga
houseorland. Youwill planvisitsto
holyplaces. Youwill gainnew customersin

yourbusiness.

Youwillsuccessfully complete even chal-
o lengingtasks. Along-delayed payment willbere-
*‘ e l"i"? ceived. Differences of opinion between husband
4. andwifewillcometoanend. Youwilldiscuss your
children’s future. Youwillundertakeasudden
journey.

Minor familyissues mayresurface. Anytask & 0 %
r
youundertake will face delaysbefore completion
Donotinterfereinother peoplesaffairs. Exercise

caution while driving. Youmay face the wrath of h

asuperioratwork.

Youwillattend auspiciouseventsatrelatives’
homes. A joyfulatmosphere will prevailin
the family. Youwill purchase clothesand
jewelry. Youwillhappilymeet childhood
friends. Financialinflow will besatisfactory.
Youwill engagein spiritualactivities.

Youwillachieve your goalsthrough gentle
speech. Youwillhelprelativesand friendsbyun-
derstanding their needs. Thearrival of guests will
makeyourhomelively. Agood marriagealliance
willbe found for your daughter. You will skillfully
handle competitioninbusiness.

EventHonorlng Wives
at Temple Festival

200 Couples Participate

ALANGULAM: Near Alangulamin Tenkasidistrict,an
eventhonoringwives—celebrating the dignity of women—
wasorganized bythe Alangulam Manavalakkalai Mandram
duringthefestival of the SriRamasamyand Mariamman
Templein Maruthambuthur.

Duringtheevent,husbands expressed theiraffection
by presentingrose flowersto their wivesand placingthem
intheir hair. The couples exchanged garlandsand had
yellowthreadstied around their wrists. Husbands held
thehandsoftheir wives—who stand by them through life’s
joysandsorrows—and expressed their heartfelt gratitude.
Wivesreciprocated thisaffection by offeringbananasto
theirhusbands. Alecture wasalso delivered on the ways
toensurelastinghappinessand peacein marriedlife. Two
hundred couples from the Maruthambuthurarea partic-
ipatedintheevent.

BENGALURU: Alle-
gationshad surfaced that
Karnataka Public Works
Minister Satish Jarkiholi
hadinvestedingold mines
locatedin African countries.
Following this, Enforc-
ement Directorate (ED)
officials conducted raids ||
onthe9thand 10thatthe |
residenceand office of Mi-
nister Satish Jarkiholiin
Belagaviand Bengaluru.
Additionally, ED officialssear-
chedtheresidencesand offices

of ChikkodiMP Priyanka (Sa-
tish Jarkiholi’s daughter) and
hisson, Rahul. Searcheswere

alsoconducted overtwo con-
secutivedaysat 18locations,
includingtheresidenceand
office of Manjunath—Satish
Jarkiholi’sbrother&in&law
andan Additional Commi-
ssionerinthe Commercial
Taxes Department. A total
0fRs3.45 crorein cash was
seized duringtheseraids; of
thisamount, Rs 2 crore was
recovered from Minister Satish
Jarkiholi’sresidence. During
theraid, documentsrelatingto
hisinvestmentsingold mines

across South Africa, Congo,
and Zambiawererecovered.
Additionally,documentsco-
ncerning hissugarmilland
construction company were
seized. Officials stated thata
diarydetailingthereceiptof
commissions from Public Wo-
rks Department contractors
wasalso found. Meanwhile,
Satish Jarkiholihastermed
thisanactofpolitical vendetta
and stated thathewould face
the Enforcement Directorate’s
caselegally.

Minister Ramesh Condemns Sekar Babu’s
Criticism of Chief Minister Vijay

CHENNAI:Former Minis-
ter Sekar Babu, whilespeaking
ataprotestorganized bythe
DMK in Chennaiyesterd-
ay, severely criticized Chief
Minister Vijayand Minister
Nirmal Kumar. Minister for
HinduReligiousand Chari-
table Endowments, Ramesh,
hascondemnedtheserema-
rks.Regardingthis, hestated
onhis X (formerly Twitter)
handle: “Thereisno partyin
Tamil Naduother thanthe
DMK thatoperatesunderthe
impression that obscenity,
slander, derogatorylang-

uage,andintimidationare
politicaltools. Inparticular,
the conductofaformer Mi-
nister of the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
Department—who, forgetting
thedignityoftheofficeand
the minimum standards of
publicdecency, engagesin
abusive speech, insults me-
mbersofopposition parties,
andthreatensthe public—c-
onsistently exposesthelow
level ofhispolitical conduct.
A ministerial positionisnot
meantfor flaunting power. It
isshameful thatsomeonewho

onceheldsucharespons-
ibilitynowbehaveslikea
third&ratepolitical orator.
Noonecanintimidate us
intosubmission. Wewill
neverbecowedbyslander

orthreats. Stoopingtothe
samelowlevelassomeone / »
whospeaksvilelyisnot pa- /'
rtofourpolitical culture.

Thatisnothowour Chief
Ministerhasgroomedus. |

Therefore, he shouldbemi-

ndfulofhiswords” Otherwise,
theywould createasituation
where they themselveswould
havetorespondinthevery

samepoliticallanguage they
initiated. Thisiswhathasbeen
stated. Ministers Keerthana
and Vinoth havealso conde-
mned Sekarbabu’sremarks.

ved Across Tamil Nadu

.02 Lakh Pending Cases Reso

Rs.982.18 Crore Compensation
Awarded Ina Single Day at the Lok Adalat

CHENNALI: Toreducethe
numberoflong&pendingcourt
cases, the ‘Lok Adalat’ (Peop-
les Court)isconductedatthe
nationallevelfourtimesayear.
Accordingly,anational&level
Lok Adalatwasheldyesterday.
InTamil Nadu, theevent was
organizedbythe Tamil Nadu
State Legal Services Authority.
Theproceedings were cond-
uctedunder the guidance of
Madras High Court Chief
JusticeS.A.Dharmadhikari
andsupervisedbyJusticeS.M.
Subramaniam, the Executive

Chairman ofthe State Legal
Services Authorityandase-
niorjudgeofthe High Court.
Atotalof 524benchesheard
thecases.
Theseincludedbenches
presided overbyJustices P.B.
Balaji, K. Rajasekar, and G.
Arulmuruganatthe Madras
High Court; Justices M.D.
Sumathiand N. Gunaseka-
ranatthe MaduraiBench of
the High Court;andvarious
judges, Sub&Judges, and
Magistrates at the district
level. Awiderange of case-

s—including motor vehicle
accidentclaims, chequebo-
uncecases,and civildisputes
—weretakenup forhearing.
Judgesfacilitated negotiations
between the partiesinvolved
andresolved thecasesthrough
mutual consent. Speakingon
the matter, Justice S. Balakr-
ishnan, Member Secretary
of the State Legal Services
Authority, stated, “A total of
1,02,501 cases wereresolved
withthe consentofboth parties
duringtheNational Lok Adalat
heldin TamilNaduyesterday.

Consequently, the concerned
partiesreceivedatotal comp-
ensationofRs.982,18,99,358”
“Regarding Chennaidistrict,
the National Lok Adalatwas
heldunder theleadership of
P.Karthikeyan, the Principal
DistrictJudgeand Chairman
oftheDistrict Legal Services
Authority. A total of 17,840
cases were taken up forhea-
ring,and 15,948 cases were
resolved with the consentof
both parties. Throughthis, the
affected partiesreceivedatotal
0f3172,82,04,543,” hessaid.

Amid PR campaign by CJPfor schoolsin
AAP-ruled Punjab, Anganwadi centres in
Jalandhar struggle with ratlon shortage

PUNJAB: Anganwadi
centresinJalandhar district of
Punjab have been struggling
withashortage ofration sup-
pliesfornearly threemonths,

leadingtoahaltinagovern- |
mentnutrition programme %

foryoungchildren ¥
Children between three ’
andsixyearsarebeinggiven
biscuits, toffeesandnamkeen
instead of the nutritious meals
they are supposedtoreceive
under theprogramme.
Theprogrammeprovides
children with dalia, khichdi,
panjiriandfunpops (murmure).
Pregnant women, lactating
mothersandchildren between
sixmonthsandthreeyearsare
alsoentitledtotake-homerations
fromthecentres. Accordingto
areport by The Tribune, the
shortage began after Markfed
suspendeditstender forsupplying
fooditemsin April following
complaintsabout poor quality.
Sincethen, regular supplieshave
notreached the Anganwadi
centres. Thesituation comes
shortlyaftera CJPteamvisited
three government schoolsin

Ludhwma aspart ofwhatthey
called aschool audit, but the
team turnedthevisitintoa PR
campaign for Punjabsgovern-
mentschools. CJPspokesperson
SauravDasledtheteam, which
visited a government School
of Eminence, agovernment
seniorsecondaryschoolanda
government primaryschool.

andformer Delhi chiefminister
ArvindKejriwal also thanked
Dasforpointingout thedeficien-
cies. Whiletheso-called school
audithasfocusedattentionon
relatively better-performing
government schools, the con-
dition of Anganwadi centresin
Jalandhar highlights a bigger
probleminvolvingbasicservices

AccordingtoDas, theSchoolof  for children and women, an

Eminencehadrelatively good
infrastructure, includinga
swimmingpoolandbadminton
court, whiletheothertwoschools
hadseveralshortcomings. After
thevisit, Das and other CJP
membersmet Punjab Education
Minister Harjot Singh Bains,
whoreportedly assuredthem
thataction would be taken on
the complaints. AAPfounder

issuethat wasnotaddressedby
the CJPduringitsvisit. Nirlep
Kaur, district president of the
Punjab Anganwadi Workers
Union, saidall 1,634 Anganwadi
centresacross Jalandhar’s 11
blockshadbeenwithout regular
foodsuppliesforthepastthree
months.

“Thereare 1,634 angan-
wadicentresacross 11 blocks

4 inJalandhar. Allof them
have been without food
suppliesforthepast three
months. In the absence
ofregularrations, weare
distributingwhatever pack-
agedfoodisavailable,”she
said. “Similarly, lactating
/ mothers, pregnant women
! and children below the
ageofthreeyears, whoare
entitledtotake-homerations,
arebeingturnedawaywiththe
assurancethat they will receive
theirfoodoncesuppliesarrive,”
sheadded. Workerssaidmanyof
themhavebeenspendingmoney
fromtheirownpocketstobuy
biscuitsandother packagedfood.
Somehavealso been bringing
extratiffinsfromhomesothat
childrenhavesomethingtoeat.
Suman, an Anganwadiworker
near Lamma Pind Chowk, said,
“Thavenot receivedanyration
supply at my centresince July.
Around 15to 16 childrenattend
thecentre. Ifldonotgivethem
anythingto eat, parents will
stopsendingthem. So, Iarrange
biscuitsforthem. Thechildren
also bringtiffinsfrom home.”

september 13 Washington 2026

MercuryisShrinking
LikeaGrape
Scientists Reveal
Startling Findings

Scientists have discovered that
Mercury—the planet closest to the Sun
inour solar system—is shrinking mu-
ch faster than anticipated. They ha-
ve likened its appearance to that of
agrape shriveled by the Sun®s heat.
Mercury has a total diameter of appr-
oximately 4-900 kilometers. Data fr-
om spacecraft sent by space research
agencies reveals that the planet has
already shrunk by about 23 kilometers.
This figure exceeds earlier scientific
estimates by 30 percent. Because Mercury
issituatedsoclosetotheSun.itsexte-
rior is subjected tointense solar heat-
whileits interior is coolingrapidly.
Scientists explain that this shrinka-
ge is caused by the drastic temperature
difference between the scorching exte-
rior and the rapidly cooling interior.
Space researchers have expressed concern
that this rapid contraction is causing
large&scale rock folds and fissures to

(or*m on Mercury®s surface. J

“Protest by Mobilizing
Fisherfolk if New Secretariat
ProjectIsn’t Dropped”

Seeman Warns

CHENNAI: Seeman,
the Chief Coordinator of
the Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTK), haswarned thathis
partywill mobilize the fish-
ingcommunityandlaunch
aprotestifthe government
W doesnotabandon the plan
' toconstructanew Secre-

tariatin Pattinapakkam.
Inastatementregardingthis, hesaid:

“Itisshockingthat the Tamil Nadu governmenthas
issued a Government Order (G.O.) to constructanew
Secretariatin Pattinapakkam. The government—which
repeatedly claims it cannot fulfill its promises duetoa
debtburden of¥10lakh crore—is nowhastily spending
21,200 croreamidstasevere financial crisis; whatisthe
necessity for buildinganew Secretariat?” If severe cong-
estionandtrafficjamsare cited asissuesat Fort St. George,
isthe decision tobuildanew Secretariatat Pattinapak-
kam—anarea facing even worse congestion and traffic,
and home to the Santhome Church, over tenschoolsand
colleges, numerous commercial establishments, busin-
esshubs, and fishing trade centers—truly for the public
good? Orisitforthe Chief Minister’s personal interests?
The Tamil Nadu government mustimmediatelyabandon
the decision to constructanew Secretariatat Pattinapak-
kam—asite prone to severe congestion, trafficjams,and
tsunami risks—by wasting public tax money for the Chief
Minister’s personal benefit. Otherwise, ‘Naam Tamilar Ka-
tchi’ willmobilize the fishing communities from the nine
villages of Pattinapakkam and launch a massive protest.

We previouslyvowed to prevent projectslike the Salem
eight&lane highway, the Parandurairport,and the pen
statuein the sea; those projects were notimplemented.
Similarly, we will never allow the Secretariat to bebuiltat
Pattinapakkam. Thisis what the statement says.

TamilHockey League: SDAT
Team CrwnedChampions

CHENNALI: The SDAT Sports Hostel team won the
championship title at the Tamil Hockey League (THL).
The men’s final, held yesterday in Chennai, sawa clash
betweenthe SDAT Sports Hostel team and the Indian Ov-
erseas Bank (IOB) team. The matchendedina3&3 draw.
For SDAT, V. Aravind, Srinivasan,and N. Aravind sc-
ored one goal each, while Dilraj Singh (2 goals) and
Muthuselvan (1 goal) scored for Indian Overseas Bank.
Intheensuing penalty shoot&out, bothteamsscored two
goalseach. Subsequently,a‘sudden death’ round wasempl-
oyedtodeterminethewinner; SDAT won 1&0in this phase
and clinched thetrophy.
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OnThursday atapproximately 10:30 AM—marking the 148th birthanniversary
ofthe ‘SunofRationalism,’ Thanthai Periyar—office-bearersfromtheAllIndia
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) headquarters will pay their
respects by showering flowers on the decorated portrait of Thanthai Periyar,
located beneath his statue nearthe Anna Flyoverin Chennai. District party
secretaries, Members of Parliamentand the Legislative Assembly, former
ministers, former MPs and MLAs, state-level office-bearers of affiliated wings,
functionaries atvariouslevels, and party cadres arerequested to participatein
thiseventinlargenumbers.

Chinese President Xi Jinping Calls for a
Permanent Solution to the West Asia Conflict

NEW DELHI: Chinese
President Xi Jinping has
urged fora permanentsol-
ution tothe conflictin West
Asia, noting that the entire
worldisbeingaffectedbyit.
Speakingat the BRICS su-
mmit, Chinese President
XiJinpingsaid, “The world

isundergoing profound cha- |

nges. The strength of Global
Southnationsisontherise.
“Noone canstop theemer-
gence ofamultipolar world.
BRICS hasevolvedintoa
genuine and fair force, str-

GovernmentBusP

allhumanity.
BRICSnationsmustplay toembraceand work with
iving for the well&beingof apivotalroleinestablishing everyone.”

global peace and must
abandon the Cold War
mentality. The people
ofthe West Asiaregion
arefacingseverehard-
ships dueto the confli-
ctthere,and theentire
world is affected by it.
“A permanentsolution
must be found for this,”
he stated. Meanwhile,
Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin remarked,

[ “BRICSisnotopposed

toany country;itseeks

unges into River Near Tenkasi

30 Seriously Injured as Vehicle
Overturns Upside Down

TENKASI: A bustrav-

eling from Tenkasi to Nellai
(Tirunelveli) metwithanacci-
dentthismorning, overturn-
ingintoa 10-foot-deepravine.
Thirty passengers sustained
seriousinjuriesintheincident.
Theaccidentoccurred near
Vettaikkaran Kulam, close
to Tenkasi, where the gov-
ernment bus plungedinto

ariver. Theinjuredare cur-
rently receiving treatment
atthe Tenkasi Government
Hospital. Thebus, enroute
from the Tenkasi New Bus
Stand to Tirunelveli, was
crossingabridge near Vet-
taikkaran Kulam when the
driver suddenlylost control;
thevehiclestruckaretaining
walland overturned upside

down, fallinginto
the 10-foot-deep
ravine. Passersby
alerted thepolice,
and emergency
. teams—including
policeandfireper-
J sonnel—rushed
to the scene to
conductrescue
operations.

Reportsindi-
catethat30 peo-
plewereinjured.
Therescued passengerswere
sent to the Tenkasi District
Government Hospital for
treatment. The accident
caused traffic congestion
on the Tenkasi-Nellai
road. The Courtallam po-
licehaveregistered a case
and areinvestigating the
incident.

NEW DELHI: The 18th
BRICS summitbegan yester-
dayatthe Bharat Mandapam
in Delhi. Prime Minister
Narendra Modishared se-
veral photographs from
the event on social media.
Amongthem wasa photo
showing Prime Minister
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Modishakinghands with
Chinese President XiJinp-
ingand Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

This marks the third me-
etingbetween these three
leadersinthepastthreeyears.
Leaders participating in
thesummitincludeIranian

President Masoud
Pezeshkian, South
African President
CyrilRamaphosa,
Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
Indonesian President Pra-
bowo Subianto, Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Mohammedbin
Zayed AlNahyan, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahm-
ed Ali, Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah E1&Sisi, and

Vietnamese Prime Minister
LeMinhKhai. Secretary&-
General Antdnio Guterres,
World Trade Organization
Director&General Ngozi
Okonjo&Iweala, World
Health Organization Dir-
ector&General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus, New
Development Bank President
Dilma Rousseff,and Asian
Infrastructure Investment
BankPresident Jin Liqunhave
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Modi, Jinping, and Putin
Reunite: Third Meeting
inThreeYears

participatedinthe conference.
This conferencehas gained
addedsignificance asthe
global economy faces var-
ious challenges. Notably, it
istaking place amidst the
impacts of the Russia&Ukr-
ainewar, the West Asia crisis,
theblockade ofthe Strait of
Hormuz,andthetradeand
importtariff policies of the
Trumpadministrationinthe
United States.

Bharat Mandapam Captures World Leaders’ Attention
Builtata Costof32,700 Crore Across 123 Acres

NEWDELHI:
Bharat Mandapam, the
venuein Delhihosting
the BRICS summit, has
captured theattention
ofworldleaders.Loc-
atedwithinthePragati __
Maidan complexinthe
heartofDelhi,Bharat |
Mandapamwas constr-
uctedatacostof32,700
crore,spanninganarea
of123acres.
Inauguratedin2023,
thisvenuehasemerged
asakeylandmarkrefle-
ctingIndia’scapability
tohostinternational
events. Thecomplex
isdesignedtoaccom-
modatethousandsof
guestssimultaneously.
Thename ‘BharatMand-
apam’isderived fromthe
12th&century Anubhava
Mandapam. AnubhavaMa-
ndapamisregardedasone
oftheearliestinstitutionsfor
publicdebateand democra-
ticdialogue.

Amagnificent Natarajasta-
tue,standing27feettalland
weighing 18 tonnes,isone of
thecomplex’skeyfeatures.
Thisstatue, craftedfroman
alloyofeight metalsknown
as*Ashtadhatu*, wasdesi-
gnedbyartistsfrom Tamil
Nadu. Themain conference
buildingofBharatMand-

apamisdesignedbased on
theshapeofaconchshell,
symbolizing consciousn-
ess,energy,andauspicious
beginnings.
Itsexteriorandinterior
designsincorporatevarious
elementsofIndian civiliza-
tion. Featureshighlighting
solarenergy, Indiasjourney

from ‘zero toISRO,and the
*PanchaBhootas* (thefive
elementsofnature)arealso
included.Servingasakey
hub forhigh&level diplom-
aticmeetings, the conferen-
cehallatBharat Mandapam
canaccommodatereprese-
ntativesfromover 150 cou-
ntries. Crucial bilateraland

multilateral talks take place
hereduringthetwodaysof
the BRICS summit.
TheInternational Media
Centreislocatedin ‘HallNo.
5. Around 1,200t0 1,400
journalists fromvarious
countriesaround theworld
havegatheredheretogather
newsaboutthe conference.

“No crisis remains confined to a single region”

PM Modi stresses need for greater
“resilience” at 2nd day BRICS Summlt

NEW DELHI : Prime
Minister NarendraModion
Sundaystressed theneed for
greaterresilienceand prepared-
nessamong BRICS countries
amidrising global tensions,
sayingthat “nocrisisremains
confinedtoasingleregion”in
today’sinterconnected world.

Addressing the open
session on “Resilience, In-
novation, Cooperationand
Sustainability: Shaping the

50% of Bengaluru’s sewage
flows intothe Cauvery

KarnatakaEnV|ronmentM|n|sterRama

BENGALURU:Kar-
nataka Environment Mi-
nister Ramalinga Reddy
stated that 50 percentof
Bengalurucity’ssewage
flowsuntreatedintothe
Cauveryand Thenpennai
rivers,eventuallyreaching
TamilNadu.

The Tamil Nadu governm-

enthadfiledacasewiththe |

Green Tribunalalleging
thatsewage from Beng-
alurucitywasdischargi-
ngintothe Cauveryand
Thenpennairivers. With
thecasescheduledfora
hearingnextweek, Karnat-
aka Environment Minister
RamalingaReddyheld co-
nsultations yesterday with
officialsfromthe Bengalu-

rudrainageboard.
Speakingtoreportersafter
the meeting, Ramalinga
Reddysaid: “2,825 MLD of
sewageisdischarged daily
throughthedrainsof Ben-
galurucity. Ofthis, 1,364.5
MLDistreated through 37

| treatment plants.” Su-
bsequently, thetreated
wateristransportedto
. meettheagricultural
needsoftheneighbo-
ringdistricts of Kolar,
Chikkaballapur,and
Tumakuru. Therem-
aining47 percent of
untreated sewage flows
intothe Vrishabhavathi
River,joinsthe Cauvery
RiveratSangamanear
. Kanakapura,andeven-
tually flowsinto Tamil
Nadu. Similarly, untreated
sewage flowsintothe Then-
pennaiRiverand makesits
wayto TamilNadu.
“Wearetaking measuresto
treatthe untreated sewage
thatflowsinto Tamil Na-

ingaReddyadmits

du. Tothisend, weplanto
establish43 newtreatment
plants, whichwillenable
thetreatmentof1,174MLD
of water. These plants will
beoperatedin compliance
with thestandards prescri-
bedbythe Green Tribunal,”
stated Minister Ramalinga
Reddy. The TamilNadu
governmentandvarious
agricultural organizations
havelongalleged thatthe
Karnatakagovernmenthas
beendischargingsewage
intothe Cauveryand Th-
enpennairivers. Against
thisbackdrop,astatement
byaKarnatakaminister
effectivelyacknowledging
thematterhassparkeda
controversy.

Future for Inclusive Global
Growth” onthesecond day
ofthe 18th BRICS Summit
inNewDelhi,PM Modisaid,
“Today, thenumber oftensions
intheworldisconstantlyris-
ing,havingasignificantand
widespread negativeimpact
onthelivesofordinarypeople.
Pandemics, climate disasters,
and supply chaindisruptions
have demonstrated thatin
today’sinterconnected world,
nocrisisremainsconfinedto
asingleregion. Therefore, we
have placed specialemphasis
onenhancingresiliencewithin
the BRICS group. Itisequally
essentialtoidentifychallenges
inatimely manner, remain
prepared forthem, and take
immediateaction”
Hefurthersaidthatacon-
sensushadbeenreachedon
a BRICS Integrated Early
Warning System for the pre-
vention ofand response to
infectious diseases. “Addi-
tionally, Early Warning Data
Integration Guidelineshave
been formulated for disaster
management,” PM Modi
said. Theopensession, titled
“Resilience, Innovation, Co-
operationand Sustainability:
Shapingthe Futurefor Inclusive
Global Growth’,beganatthe
Summit Hallinside Bharat
Mandapamin New Delhion
Sunday. Earlier, Prime Minister
NarendraModiand BRICS
leaders posed for a family
photoofthegroupingat Bharat
Mandapam, thevenueforthe
18th BRICS Summitunder

the chairship of India. PM
Modistoodinthecentrewith
Russian President Vladimir
Putinand Chinese President
XiJinpingbesidehim. Thelast
legofthesummitisfocusedon
thecorepillarsof India’s 2026
BRICS chairshipresilience,
innovation, cooperationand
sustainability. The two-day
summitisbeinghostedbyIndia
onSeptember 12-13underthe
chairship theme, “Building
for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustain-
ability” The open sessionis
partofthe two-day BRICS
SummitbeinghostedbyIndia
onSeptember 12-13underthe
chairship theme, “Building
for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustain-
ability” The open sessionis
providingan opportunity for
BRICSleaderstodeliberate
onareasof commoninterest
anddiscusswaystostrengthen
cooperationamong member
countrieswhileadvancingan
inclusiveapproachto global
growth. Onthesecond dayof
thesummit, Prime Minister
NarendraModiisalsosched-
uledtoholdbilateral meetings
withleadersof South Africa,
Kazakhstan, the Philippines,
Egypt, Burundi, Ugandaand
Nigeria. PM Modiwillmeet
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosaonthesidelines
ofthe BRICS Summit. South
Africahasbeenacorepart
of BRICS. President Cyril
Ramaphosaattended the
BRICSsessionon ‘Inclusive

Global Governance &
Strengthening Multi-
lateralism’ on Saturday §
and visited the ‘Bharat
Innovates’expositionin
New Delhi. PM Modiwill
alsomeet EgyptPresident |§
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. The
Egyptianleader metRus- §
sian President Vladimir
Putinonthesidelinesofthe
BRICS Summiton Saturday.
PM Modiwillalso meet
Kazakhstan President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev, Philippines
President Ferdinand R Marcos
Jr,BurundiPresident Eva-
risteNdayishimiye, Uganda
VicePresident]Jessica Alupo
and Nigerian Vice President
Kashim Shettima asIndia
boostsits ties with African
and Asian nations. Earlier,
on Saturday, BRICSleaders
unanimouslyadopted the
NewDelhi Declaration, with
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
describingtheoutcomeasa
reflection ofa BRICS thatis
“widerinreachandstronger
inpurpose”. PM Modi, who
madeaseriesofpostsonX,
said the declaration focuses
oninnovation, sustainability
and people-to-people ties,
with the aim of making co-
operation “more practical,
development-oriented and
responsive totheaspirations
ofthe BRICS nations”
“I'thankall the fellow
BRICS nations and their
leadersforitsadoption,”the
Prime Minister said. The
declaration expressed deep

concernover the continued
escalation oftensionsin West
Asiaand called for exercising
maximumerestraint,aswellas
avoidingactionsthat could
furtheraggravatethesituation.
TheNew DelhiDeclaration
reaffirmed BRICS’ support
foralasting two-statesolution
tothe Israeli-Palestinian
conflict,whileurgingdeeper
internationalinstitutional
support for Palestine and
reaffirmingIsrael’slegal obli-
gationtoensurethe provision
ofhumanitarianaidin Gaza.

The BRICS countriesalso
calledforanimmediateendto
unilateral economicsanctions
and expressed grave concern
overrising protectionistpol-
icies,warningthatarbitrary
tarifthikesand green-labelled
tradebarriersaredisrupting
global supply chains and
hurtingthedevelopingworld.

India’s presidency, which
beganonJanuary1,2026,is
guidedbythetheme “Building
forResilience, Innovation, Co-
operationand Sustainability”,
deployingahuman-centric
approachacrossits core pil-
larstoreinforceinstitutional
strengthand supportsustain-
ablegrowth.
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SekarBabuin the General Darshan Queue No Entry! Freight Trucks Blocked
Manlpur Completely Cut Off

CHENNALI: P.X. Sekar
Babuwasapowerful minister
inthe DMK government,
overseeing the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) Department. He
spearheaded conse-
crationceremonies
(*Kumbabishekam*)
at temples across
Tamil Nadu. It was
customary for him
to receive special
honors whenever &
hevisited atemple.
However, thescenario |
changedaftertheshift
inadministration. |
Followingavisitto
Tiruttani, visuals
of Sekar Babubeing
denied VIPaccessandinstead
waitingin the general queue for
*darshan*at Tiruvannamalai
havegoneviralonsocialmedia.
Afterthe DMK wonthe2021
assemblyelectionsand formed
thegovernment, Sekar Babu
wasentrusted withthe HR&CE
portfolio. Many questioned
why he was given this spe-
cificresponsibility when
there were various other
keydepartmentsavailable.
Yet,itwasin thisrole that Sekar
Babu trulyexcelled. Temple
propertiesacross Tamil Nadu
werereclaimed, and facilities
atnumerous temples were
upgraded to world-class
standards. Notably, temples
in Palani, Tiruvannamalai,
and Tiruchendur werere-
vampedtobettersuittheneeds
of devotees. Furthermore,

he successfully conducted
consecration ceremonies for
overathousand temples,both
largeand small. Consequently,
the HR&CE Department
emerged as one of the gov-

ernment’s mostsignificant
portfolios. Impressed by his
performance, Chief Minister
M.K Stalinalsohandedhimthe
responsibility for the Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA).
Itcouldevenbesaidthathe
held primaryresponsibility for
both partyaffairsandadmin-
istrative mattersin Chennai.
Inthe2026assemblyelections,
the DMK faced defeatinall
but two constituenciesin
Chennai. Onlytwocandidates
won;one of them was Sekar
Babu. Hesecured victoryin
the Kolathur constituency.
Now, thesituation hasshifted;
Sekar Babu,whooncereceived
tophonorsatconsecration
ceremoniesand templeevents,
currentlywaitsinthe general
queuefor*darshan*alongside

ordinary citizens. On the
occasionoftherecent Aadi
Krithigaifestival, Sekar Babu
visited the Thiruttani Murugan
Temple with his supporters
tooffer prayers. However, the

policedenied permission for
hisvehicletoascend thehill
andalsorefused toallowhim
accesstothespecial darshan.

Itwas onlyafter senior
officialsintervened thatar-
rangements were made for
him to worship. A similar
situationhasnowoccurredat
the Tiruvannamalai temple.
Yesterday, Sekar Babu vis-
ited the Tiruvannamalai
Arunachaleswarar Temple
accompanied by his wife.
Afterentering through the
North Towerand worshipping
Lord Sambandha Vinayagar,
hewaited foralongtimeto
proceedtothe VIP darshan
area. However, neither officials
from the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) Departmentnor
templestaffarrivedtoassist

him. Disappointed by the
longwait, he eventually wor-
shipped Goddess Unnamulai
Ammanviathegeneraldar-
shanqueue;onlythendidthe
priestsofferhim*prasadam*
and garland him.
Withthe Annamalai-
yar Temple gaining
nationwide popular-
ity,many—including
industrialists, politi-
cians,and film stars—
visittheshrine. They
areusuallyaccorded
duerespectbythe
temple authorities
andgrantedaccessto
specialdarshan. How-
ever, DMK members
allegethat Sekar Babu
wasdeliberatelymadetowait.
Meanwhile, officials fromthe
HR&CEDepartmentoffera
differentexplanation. They
pointoutthatthegovernment
hadissuedspecificguidelines
regarding VIPvisitsfollowing
the Thiruttaniincident.

Theseregulations re-
quired celebritiestoinform
the Commissioner’sofficea
dayinadvanceand prohibited
photography or videography
inside thetemple,aswellas
anydisruptiontothegeneral
public’sworship.

Officialsstate that Sekar
Babu was denied special
darshanbecausehearrived
unexpectedlywithout prior
notice;hadheinformed them
beforehand, hecertainlywould
havebeen granted accessto
the special darshan.

Yesterday, the DMK held protests across TamilNadu to condemn remarks made in the LeglslatweAssem-
bly by Chief Minister Vijay regarding former Chief Ministers Karunanidhiand M.K. Stalin. As partofthis, a
protestwas organized near Panagal Maligaiin Saidapet by the DMK units ofthe Chennai South, South-
West, and Westdistricts. Deputy General SecretaryA. Rajapresided over the protest, with former Minister
Ma. Subramanian also presentinaleadingrole. Alarge number of DMK functionaries and party cadres

participatedinthe event.

Water from the Sikkarayapuram stone quarry
arrives to quench the thirst of Chennai residents

CHENNAI Ofﬁc1als
from the Water Resources
Departmentand the Public
Works Department (PWD)
conductedatrialrun
yesterdaytoresume water
extraction fromthestone
quarriesat Chikkarayapu-
ram, near Kundrathur, to
meetChennai’sdrinking
waterneeds.

When the Chembaram-
bakkam Lakedriedup
completelyin2017,the
Tamil Nadu government
transported water from
these quarriesto Chennai.
Thereareatotal of23 stone
quarriesin Chikkarayapu-

ram, near Mangadu, each
ranging from 300t0400 feet
indepth. These quarries

are currentlyfilled with
rainwater. A severedrought
occurred duringthe
summer of2017 underthe
ATADMKregime, causing
the Chembarambakkam
Lake—akeysourceof
drinking water for Chen-
nai—torundry. Conse-
quently, thethen ATADMK
government pumped out
theaccumulated rainwater
fromthe Chikkarayapu-
ramquarriesusinggiant
motorsand transported it
viapipelinestothe Chem-

barambakkam treatment
plantfor distribution.

% Water from these quarries
§ wastreatedandsupplied
. tothe peopleof Chennai

until2019. Extraction
wasgraduallyreducedas
adequatewaterinflows
returnedtolakeslike
Chembarambakkam.

=¥ Currently, the Public

Works Department plans
toutilize the Chikkaray-
apuramquarrywateronce
again. Thewaterlevelin
Chembarambakkam Lake
standsat 16 feet. Anticipat-
ingapotentialdropinrain-
fallandapossibledrinking
water shortageinthe com-
ingmonths,the PWD has
decidedtotreatand usethe
quarrywateragain. Aswa-
terextractionisresuming
afterseveral years, officials
havebeguninspectingthe
oldpipelineroutestocheck
foranyblockagesordam-
age. Atrialruninvolving
theinstallation of massive

electricmotors—designed
tofloatonthe water—to
pump water fromthe
quarrytothetreatment
planthasbeen successfully
conducted. Consequently,
itappearsthatwater from
thestone quarrywillsoon
besuppliedto Chennaias
drinkingwater. Itisworth
notingthatthesite—previ-
ouslyusedbythepublicasa
dumping ground for waste
in2022—hasbeentrans-
formedintoamassivewater
reservoir following the
removal of tonsof garbage.
Expectationsarehighthat,
muchlikein2017,

water fromthis quarry
willonceagainhelp quench
thethirstof Chennai’s
residents. Notably, Chen-
naicurrently sourcesits
drinkingwater fromsever-
allakes, including Chem-
barambakkam, Puzhal,
Poondi, Cholavaram,and
Kannankottai-Thervoy
Kandigai.

IMPHAL.: Residents of
Manipurarefacingsevere
hardshipasprotestershave
blockedtruckscarrying
petrol, diesel,and food sup-
pliesfrom other states from
enteringthestate. Truck
driverstransportingthese
goodshavebeenstranded
ontheroadsidefortendays,
creatingasituation ofex-
tremetensionin Manipur.
Thesetrucksand fuel
tankers, carryingessential
commoditiesfromother
partsofIndia, wereheading
towardsImphal, the capital
ofManipur. Theyhave
beenhaltedatalocation
called New Keithelmanbi
onNational Highway 37,
therouteconnectingthe
border town of Jiribam to
Imphal.

The United Naga Council
(UNC)isresponsible for
blockingtheentryofthese
trucks. Theblockade stems
fromanincidenton May
13, where sixmembers of
the Liangmai Nagacom-
munitywereabducted and
subsequentlykilled by Kuki

mlhtant groupsin Leilon
Vaipheivillage, Kangpok-
pidistrict. The UNCis
demandingappropriate
actionagainstthe perpe-
tratorsandjusticeforthe
affected families. Further-

more, Nagaorganizations
have called for the removal
ofManipur’s Deputy Chief
Minister, Nemcha Kipgen,
alleginglinks with Kuki
militantgroups. Addi-
tionally, Nagagroupshave
expressed opposition to
the Central Government’s
decisionsregardingborder
fencingalong the Myanmar

borderandtherevocation
ofthe Free Movement
Regime.
Byblockingthetrucks
fromenteringthestate, the
organizationisattempting
topressure the Centraland
State governmentsinto
consideringtheir demands.
However, therearenumer-
ousotheravenuesavailable
toconveythesegrievances
tothegovernment. Drivers
have questioned whether
interceptingand stopping
trucksisthesolution to this
issue. Speakingaboutthe
situation, onedriversaid,

“Tamadriver from Bihar.I
needtotransportcargoto
Manipur,and myvehicleis
loaded,butIlamunableto
enterthestate.Thavebeen
stranded ontheroad forten
daysnow, withoutaccess
tofood orsafeaccommo-
dation. Tomake matters
worse, extortion gangs op-
erateallalongtheroute,and
theroadisriddled with pot-
holesthatposeathreatto
ourlives. Wedrive through
suchimmensehardship;
therefore, the government
mustinterveneandfindan
immediatesolution.”

Undersea Treasure of Gold and
Silver! ADeep-SeaMarvelinthe
Pacific 0cean Stu ns China

BEIJING: Chinese
researchers have discov-
eredavastnewareain
thedepths ofthe Pacific
Oceanrichingold, silver,
andvarious precious
minerals. Information
regardingthis deep-sea
research has sparked
widespread astonish-
mentand discussion
globally. Thepresenceof
suchamassive quantity
ofminerals beneath thesea
isviewed as crucialforthe
futureof humanity. A team
of scientists from prominent
institutions—including
China’srenowned Tsinghua
University, the Qingdao
Institute of Marine Geology,
and ShanghaiJiao Tong
University—collaborated
to successfully conduct this
research. They achieved this
featwhileaboardthe Chi-
neseoceanographicresearch
vessel Xiangyanghong10”.
Thescientificteamem-
barked ontheirvoyagefrom
theportof Shenzhen, China,
on August 10. Duringthis
18-day expedition, they car-
ried out seven deep-sea ex-
plorationsusingadvanced
underwatervehicles. These
minerals were discovered
inadeep-seatrenchlocated
within China’s Exclusive
Economic Zoneinthe West-
ern Pacific. A keymilestone

of thisresearchwas the dis-
coveryof multiple high-tem-
peratureventsat depths
rangingfromapproximately
700to0 1,500 meters below
theocean surface. The water
temperatures at thesevents
exceed 315 degrees Celsius.
Intensenaturalprocesses
associated with thesevents
arecontinuously generating
variousminerals. Scientists
hadpreviously conducted
smaller-scalesurveysinthis
areamore thanten times;
itwasbased on that experi-
encethatthis precise, large-
scalestudy was successfully
executed. Themineral
depositsdiscovered here
appear asthreelarge, cone-
shapedrock formations.
Tests conductedin the ship’s
modernlaboratoryrevealed
that the mineral ores found
there containgold andsilver
concentrations many times
higherthanthosefoundon
land. Specifically, upto 15.4

gramsofgold pertonne of
orewasdetected. Similarly,
silver contentis exceptional-
ly high, reachingupto 1,271
grams per tonne. Addition-
ally, significant economic
minerals suchas copperand
zincareabundantinthe
area. Preliminary estimates
suggest that theseresources
couldrivalworld-class deep-
seamineral deposits.

This marine areaissituated
nearthe boundarywhere
the Eurasian Plateand the
Philippine Sea Plate meet.
Frequenttectonicplate
movement in thisregion
leadstointensevolcanic
activity. Seawater enters
through fissuresin the sea-
bedandisintensely heated
bytheunderlyingmagma
(moltenrock). Asthishot,
mineral-richwaterrises and
mixeswith the cold seawa-
ter, ittransformsinto solid
sulfideminerals. Overtime,
theseaccumulateto form

large mineral deposits.
Itisthrough this natural
processthat metalslike

| goldand silver have

K concentmted thereinvast

quantities.

- ‘ Researchershavediscov-
~_ eredandphotographed

shrimp, crabs, mollusks,
and unique microorgan-
& ismscapableof surviving
§ intheseharsh conditions
nearthe hydrothermal
vents. Scientistsareamazed
thatthese organismsthrive
in the sunless depths of the
ocean by utilizingenergy
derivedfrom chemical
reactions. They believe these
organismswill provide valu-
ableinsightsinto survival
mechanismsinextreme
environments. Scientists
clarifythat althoughvast,
valuableresources ofgold,
silver, and copper lie beneath
the ocean, they cannot be
extracted immediately. Due
to theimmense water pres-
sureand complex geological
conditionsin the deep-sea
environment, miningfor
thesemineralsis currently
notfeasible. This possibility
might bereconsideredin
the futureastechnology
advances. Nevertheless, this
deep-seadiscoveryisviewed
asasignificant turningpoint
inthescientificworldandin
marineresearch.

The people will soon write the final chapter
forthe DMK: Minister Nirmal Kumar

CHENNAI: Minister
Nirmal Kumarhasstated that
thepeoplewillsoonwritethe
final chapter ofthe DMK in

thepoliticallandscape
of Tamil Nadu. DMK
membershavebeen stag-
ingproteststocondemn
Chief Minister Vijay’s
remarksand gesturesin
the Assemblyregarding
DMK leader Stalin'sarr-
estunder MISA. During
aprotestin Saidapet,
DMK MP Raja spoke
about Chief Minister
Vijayusing disrespectful,
singular&formlanguageand
madederogatoryremarksab-
out Minister Nirmal Kumar.

Condemning this, Minis-
ter Nirmal Kumarissueda
statement posinga series
of questionsto DMK leader
Stalin. Hestated:
“Theobscenespectacle
staged by DMK members
under the guise of a protest
hasleft women shocked.
Whenever questionsregar-
dingcorruption,betrayal, or
falsehoodsareraised against
the DMK, theyresorttovio-
lence orobscenelanguage.
Itappearsthat organizing
stagestospewobscenitiesat

the Chief Ministerand mehas
becomethe DMK’slastresort.
Stalin mustsay whether the
DMK members would be
willing to show the footage
oftheircrudespeechestothe
womenand childrenin their
ownhomes. Stalinneedsto
realize thatevery political
moveisscrutinized by the
people. Wewill confront the
DMK’sexcesseshead&on. It
iscertain thatthe people will
soonwrite the final chapter
ofthe DMK in Tamil Nadu’s
politicalarena”
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