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FreeTrade Agreementwith India:Bill

NEW ZEALAND: The
New Zealand Parliament
haspassedthebill for the
Free Trade Agreement
withIndiabyavoteof93to
29. With thesupportofthe
opposition Labour Party,
thelegislationtoimple-
menttheagreementwas
approved. Indiaranksas
New Zealand’s ninth&larg-

andservices.
Fromthedatetheagree-
mentcomesinto effect,
morethanhalfofallgoods
willbe exempt from tarifts.
Under thisagreement
signed between Indiaand

estexport marketfor goods

New Zealand, allIndian
goodsexportedto New
Zealand willreceive 100
percentduty&freeaccess.
More than 50 percent

of New Zealand’s goods
willbe granted tariff
exemptions from the day

theagreementbecomes
operational.

Tariffson 95 percent
ofgoodswillbeeitherre-
duced or completelyelimi-
nated. Wellington hasalso
agreed toinvest20billion
New Zealand dollars (Rs

Gujarat: Massive Explosion
at Chemical Plant

|

GANDH
A massive explosion oc- plantoperatingin Gujarat. inthe VagraareaofBharuch thecauseofthefire.

INAGAR: curredtodayata chemical An industrial parkislocated

district, Gujarat, wherenu-
merous factories operate.
A chemical plantwas func-
tioning within this park.
Eightworkerswere onduty
attheplanttoday,asusual,
when a massive explosion
suddenlyoccurred, followed
byafire. Shocked by thein-
cident, the workers quickly
evacuated the premises.
Uponbeingalertedtothefire,
fire department personnel
rushedtothesceneandextin-
guished theblaze. Noinjuries
or casualtieswerereported.
Thepoliceareinvestigating

US charges five linked to Russian intelligence
overalleged global murder, terror plots

WASHINGTON: The
USDepartmentofJusticehas
unsealed chargesagainstfive
individualsallegedly working
forRussianintelligenceservices
tocarryoutattacksand murders
around theworld, including
inthe United States.

Accordingtotheunsealed
indictmentissuedon Wednes-
day, the networkallegedly
recruitedand paidindividualsin
theUSandelsewheretoconduct
pre-operational surveillance
andcarryouttargetedkillings,
while also commissioning
attacksagainstcivilianand
militaryinfrastructurein
European countries aligned,
orperceived tobealigned,
with Ukraine.

Thefivedefendantsremain
atlarge, theJustice Department
said. “We will not tolerate
effortsto finance terrorist
activitiesand engageinactsof
violence—particularlywhen
theseactivitiesare commis-
sionedbystateactorsand touch
Americansoil,” US Attorneyfor
theSouthern Districtof New
YorkJamie McDonaldsaidin
thestatement. “Asalleged, the
defendants, working for the
intelligenceservicesofRussia,
conspiredto cause destruc-
tionand mayhemaroundthe
world, includingrightherein
the United States,” McDonald
added, describingthealleged
networkas “brazen,aggressive,
andfar-reaching” US Attorney
General Todd Blanche said
theJustice Departmentand

FBIwereworkingto prevent
Americasadversariesfrom
carryingoutviolencein the
country.

“Itisourjobtostop Ameri-
casadversariesfromunleashing
violenceandterroron American
soil,” Blanchesaid. “And that’s
preciselywhatweare doing
thankstotheworkofthe FBI
andour Justice Department
prosecutors,” headded. The
defendantsnamedinthein-
dictmentare Yuri Khrameev,
aformer Russianintelligence
colonel; hisson Kirill Khra-
meev,identifiedasanofficer
inRussia’s Federal Security
Service; Cubannational Oemis
RomagozaDurruthy; Cuban
national Yaidel Delgado Suarez,
alsoknownas “Viking”;and
Venezuelan national Angel
Eduardo Castro,according
totheJustice Department.

Prosecutorsallege that
three ofthe defendantswere
seniormembers of whatthe
indictmentdescribesasthe
Russian Intelligence Services
Network, or RISNetwork, which
allegedlyfocuses onattacks
againstRussiandissidentsand
peopleincountriesperceived
assupporting Ukraine.

US Assistant Attorney Gen-
eralforNational SecurityJohn
AEisenbergsaid thedefendants
allegedlyoperatedaspartofa
globalassassination network
thatreachedinto the United
States. “These defendants
allegedlyoperatedaspartofa
globalassassination network

thatreachedinto the United
States,attemptingtorecruit
U.S.citizensand foreignersto
carryoutkillingsatthebehest
of theKremlin, Eisenbergsaid.
Theindictmentallegesthat,
duringthe summer, Suarez
recruiteda US-basedindividual
toconductsurveillanceona
prominentRussian dissident
believedtoberesidinginthe
United States.
Prosecutorssaid thein-
dividual wasoffered between
USD 1,000and USD 1,500
forsurveillanceand waslater
offered USD 40,000 to “elimi-
nate” or “disappear” thetarget.
Accordingtotheindictment,
Suarezand Castroalsosought
toidentifysomeonewhocould
carryoutthekillingafter the
recruitedindividual said he
didnotwanttodoithimself.
TheJustice Department fur-
therallegesthatthenetwork
previouslyattemptedtorecruit
aUScitizentosurveilandkill
apersonin Lithuaniawhothe
networkallegedlydescribedas
a“badguy”whowas “tellinglies
aboutRussia.” Prosecutorsallege
that Yuri Khrameev offered
the US citizen approximately
USD25,000tokill thetarget
andlater proposedalternative
acts, includingsetting fire
toproperty orattackingan
electricalsubstation.
Theindictmentalsoalleges
that Durruthy coordinated
logisticsforattacksinthe Czech
RepublicandLithuaniain2024,
includingtravelarrangements

and communications with
participants.

FBIofficials said theal-
leged operation wasdisrupt-
ed through coordination
among multiplefield offices
and partneragencies. “The
FBIdisrupted thisoperation
throughrelentlessworkand
rock-solid partnership,” said
James CBarnacle]r, Assistant
Directorin Chargeofthe FBI's
New YorkField Office. Darren
B Cox, Assistant Directorin
Chargeofthe FBI's Washington
Field Office, said the charges
followed efforts to disrupt
alleged Russianattemptsto
conductviolentactsinthe
United States. “The charges
announcedtodayrepresentthe
culminationofextraordinary
work by multiple FBI field
offices,components,and part-
neragenciesthatcollectively
disrupted Russia’s attempts
toconductviolentactsinour
nationscapitaland throughout
the United States,” Coxsaid.

Thedefendantsarecharged
with conspiracyto finance
terrorism, which carriesa
maximumpenaltyof20yearsin
prison. Khrameev, Suarezand
Castroalsofaceaconspiracy
to commit murder for hire
charge carryingamaximum
penaltyof10years.

TheJustice Department
stressed thatthe chargesare
allegationsand thatall five
defendants are presumed
innocent unless and until
provenguilty.

1lakhcrore) inIndiaover
thenext 15years. The free
tradeagreementbetween
Indiaand New Zealand
was concluded on April
27.The Union Ministry of
Commercehasannounced
thatthisagreementwill

comeinto effectonthe
19th of next month.
New Zealand hasalso
agreed to makeinvest-
mentsworth31,91,855
crore (US$20billion)
inIndiaoverthenext15
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passedinNew Zealand Parliament

Onthe occasion ofthe birth anniversary of S.S. Ramasamy Padayatchiar, the Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam paid tribute today by garlanding his statue and showering flowers on his portraitlocatedin
Guindy, Chennai.

US: News helicoptercrashesinLA,
killing 3; National Transportation
Safety Board to lead investigation

CALIFORINA : Anews
helicopter crashedinacom-
mercialareaofaLos Angeles
suburb on Tuesday night,
leavingatleastthree people
deadand multiple othersin-
jured,accordingto officials.
TheNational Transportation
SafetyBoard (NTSB) willbe
leadingtheinvestigation.

Accordingto CNN, the
helicopterworkingforNBC4
and Telemundo 52 crashed
justbefore7 p.m. (localtime)
inChatsworth,aneighbourh-
oodabout25milesnorthwest
of downtown Los Angeles,
whileitwas providingaerial
newscoverage. Thehelicopter,
identifiedas NewsChopper4
and operated by Angel City
Air, was coveringadeadly
Metrobuscollisioninthearea
whenitcrashed,accordingto
NBC4’swebsite. NBC4anchor
Colleen Williams confirmed
onairthatthecrashinvolved
itshelicopter team after the
station earlierreportedlosing
contactwithitscrew.

“Wearedeeplysaddened
tosharethatahelicopter pro-
vidingaerial news coverage
forNBC4and Telemundo 52
wasinvolvedinafatalaccide-
ntinLos Angeleson Tuesday
evening,” thestationssaidin
ajointstatement. “Weextend
our heartfelt condolences
tothe families, friendsand
colleagues ofthosewholost
theirlives” AccordingtoCNN,
threepeopleweredetermined
deadatthesceneandatleast
twootherswereinjuredand
transported toahospital. The

identities ofthevictimswere
notimmediatelyreleased.
Oneofthethreedeceased
wasa “pedestrian who was
outside, in the parkinglot,”
Los AngelesFireDepartment
Captain Branden Silverman
toldreporters,accordingto
CNN.SilvermansaidtheLos
AngelesPolice
Department
was involved

fromthefire.
Silverman
saidthehelico-
pterwas “pretty
welldestroyed,”
addingthatau-
thoritieswould
havetosearch
throughtherubbletoidentify
victimsand the helicopter’s
identification. The crash ca-
usedafireasthehelicopter
landed near several vehicles
andtwolarge cargo containe-
rs,accordingto CNN. Thefire
waslater extinguished, while
fourvehiclesand twostorage
containers were damaged.
Morethan70firefightersres-
pondedtothescene.Inapost
onX,theLos AngelesPolice
Departmentsaid thatofficers
responded on September 15,
2026,ataround 6:58 pm (loc-
altime) totheareaof Lurline
Avenueand NordhoftStreet
in Chatsworthregardinga
reported helicopter crash.
https://x.com/LAPDPIO/s-
tatus/2100066994947248282
“TheNational Transpo-
rtation Safety Board (NTSB)

willlead theinvestigation,”the
LAPDsaidinthepost.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bassalsosaid the NTSBwill
lead theinvestigationandan
investigatorisexpected to
arriveatthescene Wednesday
morning.InapostonX,Bass
said, “Thisisatragicnightfor

Los Angeles. My thoughts
arewith thoseimpacted by
thebuscollisionandthehe-
licopter crash,and with the
entire NBC4 familywholost
membersoftheirteamwhile
theywere doingtheirjobs”
https://x.com/MayorOfLA/
status/2100091554459480288

“I'mdeeplygratefultoour
firefighters, paramedics,and
policeofficerswhoresponded
immediatelytotwoincredibly
difficultscenestosavelives
andrenderaid,” sheadded.
“TheNTSBwillbeleadingthe
investigation. Rightnow, our
focusisonthevictims, their
familiesandloved ones,and
supportingeveryoneimpacted
bythesetragedies,” Basssaid.
Accordingto CNN, the cause
ofthecrashisunknown,and
authoritieshavenotsaidhow

manypeoplewereaboardthe
helicopter. The Federal Avi-
ation Administrationisalso
involvedintheprobe.
FAArecordscitedby CNN
showthattheaircraftwasa
Eurocopter AS350B2builtin
2004, asingle&engine utility
helicopter.InaFacebookPost,

California Governor Gavin
Newsom also expressed co-
ndolencestothevictimsand
theirfamiliesina Facebook
post. “Our hearts are with
thevictims and families of
tonight’sdevastating Metro
busandhelicopter crashes
in Chatsworth,and with the
entire NBC4 family. Thank
youtothefirstresponders
working tirelessly tonight,”
Newsom aid. Los Angeles
CountyBoard of Supervisors
member Lindsey Horvathsaid
therewere “serious questions
aboutwhathappenedtonight,”
accordingtoCNN. “Tonightis
notthetimetospeculateabout
thoseanswers;tonightisthe
timeto careforthepeoplewho
arehurting, tosupportourfirst
respondersandtostandtogether
asacommunity; sheadded.
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Today horoscope

. Youmayfeel frustrated thattasksare notbeing
“ 3| completedasplanned. Practice compromise
within the family. Youwillattempt to
renovateand expand yourancestralhome.
Maintain composureat the workplace.
Avoidantagonizing yourbusiness
partner. 2

Youwill purchaseartobjects. Therunning
around caused by mattersrelated tosiblings
willcometoanend. A newjob opportunity will
arise. Youwillstrive to expand your business,
andpartnerswill extend their support. Avoid
interferingin others’ affairsat the workplace.

\ﬂ

& Youwill settle old debts. Youwill cutdownon
N expensesandbeginsaving. Your children will
actwitha senseofresponsibility. Youwill attract

cutomers byemploying new strategiesinyour

business. Workloadatthe office will decrease.

e

Youwillfeelasense of satisfactionasyou
complete tasksaccording to plan. Efforts
regarding marriage willbear fruit. Youwill
attendtoand fulfill yourssibling’s wishes. Atthe |
workplace, itisbesttofocussolelyonyourown |
duties.

Your familywillacceptyouradvice. Youwill
-attend tovehiclerepairs. Stubbornnessonthe
-partofyour children willsubside. Avoid antag-

onizingyoursuperiorsatwork. Business willbe
brisk,and competition will decrease.

ouwillfeel refreshed. Youwill secureabankloan. You
willadopta spirit of compromise with yourspouse. Tripsto
your hometown willbeinvigorating. Inbusiness,
youwillmeet prominentfigures. Youwilllocatean

. importantdocumentyouhadbeensearchingforat
theworkplace.

Youwillshowinterestin new ventures.
You will fulfill the wishes of your family
members. Pending government-related tasks
willbe concluded. Business partners will
besupportive. Avoid complaining to theman-
agementaboutanyoneattheworkplace.

T

Ttisbesttoact withcomposureinall matters.
Heedingtheadviceofeldersin the familywill
bebeneficial. Old stockmayaccumulateinyour a8

business; youwillattempttoattract customers '
by employing newstrategies. Yourstatureatthe i §
workplacewillrise.

Youwillamicablyresolve pastissuesthrough
dialogue. Thehealth of your spouseand children
willimprove. Youwill sellancestral property, such
asahouse, plot, oragriculturalland. Youwill seek

experiencedstaftfor yourbusiness. Yourhard
workwillbevaluedatthe workplace.

Youwillrespectthefeelings of your family
members. Youwillgainbenefitsthrough govern- &
ment-related matters. You will settle outstanding
debts. Yourinterestinyogaand spirituality will
increase. Attheworkplace,itisbesttofocus
solely onyour own tasks. Businessactivity will
pickup momentum.

N
f(.ﬂ
-

Youwill renewfriendshipsbyattending
functionsatthehomesofold friends. Your sug-
gestionswillbeacceptedathome. Outstanding
dueswillbe collected in your business. Youwill

berecommended foranew positionatwork,
andsuperiorswillappreciate you.

Youwillcharm thosearound youwith your
realisticand engaging conversation. Harmony
betweenyouandyourspousewillincrease.
Relativesand old friends will come tovisityou.
Youwillhave the opportunity to meet prominent
peopleinaprofessional context. Businesswillbe |
profitable,and you mayacquireanewagency.

Number of Polling Stations
toIncrease by46%in
2029 LokSabha Electlons

NEW DELHI The Election Commission ofIndiahas

announced thatthe number of polling stations willincrease
by46percentfor theupcoming2029 Lok Sabhaelections.
Informationregardingthe2029 Lok Sabha elections was
soughtundertheRightto Information (RTT) Act.

Initsresponse, the Election Commission stated that
10.521akh pollingstations were set up across the country
duringthe2024 Lok Sabha elections. For the 2029 elections,
15.38lakh polling stations willbe established. Consequently,
thenumberof pollingstations will seea 46 percentincrease
comparedto thepreviouselection.

Duringthe2019 Lok Sabhaelections, the Commission
possessed 14.881akh Electronic VotingMachines (EVM-
s)and 11.30]lakh Control Units. Currently, theinventory
standsat30.48lakh EVMsand 21.921lakh Control Units.
Itis customarytoreplaceold Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) withnewonesbefore each election. Accordingly,
3.57lakhEVMsand 1.251lakh controlunitsaresettobe dec-
ommissioned. Intheirplace,new EVMsand VVPAT units
willbeprocuredatacostofI486 crore forthe 2029 elections.

——  ENGLISH NEWS DAILY

NewlIndia

FLASH

Local 16.09.2026 OutStation 17.09.2026|
e

Chief Minister Vijay’s eventin London

cancelled due to security r

LONDON: A schedul-
edeventin London where

Vijaywassettoappear was
cancelled due tosecurity

reasons.
Vijay had traveled
toLondontoattract
© investments to Tamil
. ' Naduand participat-
. edinvariousevents.
Duringthisvisit,
Ml Memorandums of
8N Understanding (M-
oUs)worth312,300
crore weresigned.
Subsequently,anev-
entwas organized for
Vijay to meet fansin
apublicspacein fro-
ntof ‘The Shard, London’s

€asons

tallestbuilding.
However,an overw-
helming crowd gathered
toseehim. Consequently,
thepolice cancelled the
eventasasecurity preca-
ution.
Thishas caused disapp-
ointmentamongthe fans
whohad gatheredtosee
him. Vijay’steam anno-
uncedvialoudspeakers
thatthe event wasbeing
cancelled due tosecurity
concernsand thelackof
police permission.

2,000 Passes for Devotees
Mini ster Nirmal Kumar

MADURAI: Minister
Nirmal Kumar stated th-
atexcellentarrangements
havebeen made forthe Me-
enakshi Amman Temple
consecration ceremony

i
J

\

and that 2,000 passes have
beenissued todevotees.
To prevent overcrowding
during the consecration
ceremony, roadside stalls
inthe temple vicinity have

beenbanned until Septe-
mber 18. Preparations for
the event, scheduled for
tomorrow, are complete,
andacommittee comprising
officialsfromall relevantde-
partmentshasbeenformed.
Passeshavebeenissuedto
{ 2,000 peopletowitnessthe
consecration.
Ihavenotinterferedin

1 L DAL A ‘!‘ the matter of passes. Police

security operations willin-
tensify from 2:00 PM today,
andsecuritydrillsarebeing
conductedalongtheroutes
usedbydevotees. Thereisno
obstruction tothefunctioning

ofthetempletrustees; we will
addressandresolvetheirreq-
uirementsthrough dialogue.
Noonehasinterferedinthe
pass&related matters; entry
willbe granted based onins-
pections by the Public Works
Department.
Restrictionshavebeen
imposed solely to ensure
the public can visit witho-
utdifficulty. The goalis to
conduct the consecration
ceremony successfully,and
arrangements havebeen
made with the needsofthe
devoteesinmind. Minister
Nirmal Kumar stated this.

Two people includingawoman of Indian
origin, killedin New York trainaccident

 NEW YORK: Malaika
Chithre (24),awoman of Nepal),had graduated from

Indian origin, resided in
Dayton, NewJersey. Sheand

—

herfriend, Navam Kaul (from

Rutgers Universityinthearea
andwerelivingand working

7 inthe United States.
. LastSunday, the two
© visitedasubwaystation
inLower Manhattan.
While attempting to
crosstherailwaytra-
cks, theywere struck
| byanoncomingtrain
| anddiedatthescene.
. Theirbodieswere
subsequently reco-
© veredandtakentoa
hospital. The *New
York Post* reported that
Navam Kaul had acciden-
tally fallen onto the tracks,

and Malaika Chithre was
caughtintheaccidentwhile
attempting torescue him.
Navam Kaulhad completed
hisstudiesatthe Rutgers Bu-
siness School, partofRutgers
University. Similarly, Malaika
Chitre completed her Bach-
elorofSciencedegreeatthe
Rutgers&New Brunswick
Schoolof Artsand Sciences
in2024. Shehasworked as
an Operations Specialistat
AcadiaPharmaceuticalsand
asaData Analystat Navam
Kaul Bloomberg.

BJPwins4,179wardsin Rajasthan local
body elections; Congresswins 3,613  OneVotethe Day After

NEW DELHTI: Electio-
nswereheldintwo phases
foratotal of 10 municipal
corporations, 51 municipal
councils,and 248 mun-
icipalitiesin Rajasthan,
astategovernedbythe
BJP. A total voter turnout
0f74.05% wasrecorded
acrossthetwo phases
heldon September9and
11.Theelectionresul-
tswereannouncedon
Monday.

4,179 wards, whilethe

indicateavictoryforthe

Bhajanlal government.
SeveralkeyBJPleaders
failed tosecurevictoriesin

|

p—

Sharma. Furthermore, the
BJPfaced defeatin Pali, the
stronghold of state party pr-
esident Madan Rathore.
[ I_T :
|

Ofthese, the BJP secured k .

Congresswon 3,613.
TheBJPachieved
significantvictoriesin
Jaipur, Kota, Udaipur,
and Bhilwara, whereas
the Congresssecured
the majorityofwardsin
Ajmer, Bikaner,and Pali.
Independent candidates
andotherpartieswon 2,436
wards. Nineteen candidates
from former UP Chief Mi-
nister Mayawati’s Bahujan
SamajParty (BSP) were
victorious. Thiselection
wasviewedasatestforthe
20&month&oldadminist-
rationled by BJP Chief Mi-
nister Bhajanlal; theresults

theirrespectivewards.
The BJPsufferedadefeatin
Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat’sward.
Thepartycouldnotse-
cureamajorityinJhalawar,
considered thestronghold
offormer Chief Minister
VasundharaRaje. Italso
failed to gainamajorityin
the Bharatpur Municipal
Corporation, thedistrictof
ChiefMinister Bhajan Lal

Similarly, the Congress
partylostintheward where
former Rajasthan Chief
Ministerand senior Con-
gressleader Ashok Gehlot
resides; the BJP’svictoryin
Gehlot’sward marksasign-
ificantturnofevents.

TheBJP alsowon Ward
No.97 ofthe Jaipur Munici-
pal Corporation, wherefor-
mer Union Minister Sachin

Pilotresides.

RS TR TR ey

However, the Congress
achievedaresoundingvict-
oryin Tonk, Pilot’s consti-
tuency.

'L

‘GenZ’ voters—thoseaged
21to22—havemadea
significantimpactin this
election. Young candidates
haveachievedresounding
victoriesinvariouswards
across Jaipurand Alwar. BJ-
P’s21&year&old candidate
Neha Sharmawonin Alw-
ar’s Danakaliward, while
Congress’s22&year&old
Faiz Ahmedsecuredavict-
oryinJaipur’s Ward No.71.
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ImranKhanlanguishesin
prison; hisfirst wifemarriesa
millionaire ﬁnanc:er

A

-;_--- -

Imran Khan, the former captain of the
Pakistan cricket teamand former Prime

Minister, is currently imprisonedin
the country on corruption charges. There
have been persistent allegations that
he is beingmistreatedinprison, and
rumors regardinghis death circulate from
time to time. Amidst this, ImranKhan’s
firstwifehas remarriedat the age of 52.
Imran Khan has beenmarried three times
intotal. His firstwifeis Jemima Gold-
smith, a filmproducer; hemarriedherin
1995, and they subsequently divorced in
2004 . He then married journalist Reham
Khan on January 8, 2015; that marriage
ended on October 22, 2015, with the cou-
pledivorcing. Later, in 2018, Imran
Khanmarried a spiritual guide named
BushraBibi. Currently, BushraBibiis
alsoimprisoned alongside Imran Khan
in connectionwith the corruption case.
Meanwhile, Jemima Goldsmith, Imran
Khan’s firstwife, is now 52 years old.
Bornin London, theBritish capital, she
currently resides there. The couple had
two sons: Sulaiman and Qasim. Both hold
British citizenship. She has recently
been voicingopinions in supportof Imran
Khan and against Pakistan’s Army Chief,
AsimMunir. She alsogarneredattention
for speakingout on social mediaagainst
ImranKhan’s imprisonment. Itisagainst
this backdrop that Jemima Goldsmith has
entered into her second marriage. She
has tied the knot with Cameron0’Reilly,
awealthy tycoon. Her husband, Cameron,
isafinancier; aged 62, hewas bornin
Ireland and is a businessman based in
Australia. Jemima Goldsmithisa film
producer by profession, arole that
Tled to her acquaintance with Cameron
0’Reilly. That acquaintance blossomed
into romance, culminating in theirmar-
riage. Jemima’s family has confirmed
the wedding. Jemima Jones—the wife of
Jemima’s brother, Ben—-shared the news
on Instagram, stating, “The wedding of
Jemima [Imran Khan’s firstwife] and
Cameronwas a grand affair; itwas a

Qru]y happy day.” Y,

Rajasthan Local Body Elections

SonWins by aMargin of

His Mother’s Death

!

JAIPUR: A son won an election by a margin ofasin-
glevotejustone dayafter hismother passed away—ha-
ving casther votein the Rajasthanlocal body elections.
Localbodyelectionsin Rajasthan were held in two ph-
ases,and the votes were counted on Monday. In Ward
No. 6 of the Nadbai Municipality in Bharatpur district,
independent candidate Jagdish Prasad secured victory
byamarginofonevote (151 to 150) over the BJP’s Rams-
haran. Whileafierce contest wasanticipated in thisward,
noonehadimagined the margin would be thisnarrow.
However, when theresultsweredeclared, Jagdish Prasad’s
home—which should havebeena place for distributing
celebratorysweets—instead becameaplace where cond-
olenceswere offered. Consequently, Jagdish Prasad could
notcelebratehisvictory,ashismotherhad passed away
thedayafter castinghervote. A notableaspect of thissitu-
ationisthathad hismotherdied beforevoting, thevalidity
ofJagdish’svictory might havebeen called into question.
Thus,amother’sfinalactasacitizen maywell have paved
theway forherson’svictory. Someelectionresultsare det-
ermined by thenumbers, while othersare remembered for
entirely differentreasons.
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Pradesh Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu, accompanied by his wife, offered silk garments
tothe deity on behalf ofthe state government. Earlier, he offered prayers atthe
BediAnjaneyar Temple, located opposite the maintemplein Tirumala.

Three capsules containing gold worth
1.88 croreseizedat Delhi'sIndira
Gandhi International Airport

&

NEW DELHI: Threeca-
psules containing gold wo-
rth¥1.88 crore wereseized
froma Bangladeshipasse-
ngeratDelhi’sIndira Gan-

Force (CISF) and Customs

| conductedasearchandre-

covered three capsules con-
taininggold valuedat31.88
crore from the passenger.
Thesearchrevealed thatthe

o— = 'I-‘*" capsuleshadbeensecretly

dhilInternational Airport.
Followingreportsofasuspec-
ted gold smugglingattemptat
theairport, officialsfromthe
CentralIndustrial Security

concealedinside the und-
erwear the passenger was
wearing. Thegoldinsidethe
capsuleswasintheformofa

_ chemical paste.

Customsofficialshave
seized the contrabandand
arecurrentlyinterrogatingthe
passenger;aninvestigationis
underwayto determinewho
elsemightbeinvolved.
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“Raidat AnbilMahesh’shomeisadiversionarytactic
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andanactof political vendetta” M.K. Stalin

CHENNAI: DMK Presid-
ent M.K. Stalinhasstated that
theraidbeingconductedatthe
residence of Anbil Maheshis
yetanother diversionarytactic
andanactofpolitical vendetta.
Inapostshared onhisX (for-
merly Twitter) pageregarding
this,henoted:

“The ChiefMinisterisbusy
withafilmshootinLondon,
ignoring theissues shaking
the state—suchas protests
across Tamil Nadu over po-
wer outages, theagitation by
Pattinapakkam fishermen,
the protest outside the Sec-
retariat by relatives of those

missingin Nepal who have
received no properanswe-
rs, publicdistress over the
shortage of Aavin milk, the
double murderin Raman-
athapuram, thebeatingto
deathofagovernmentbus
driver duringthe Vinayaka

tta. Raiding the opposi-
tionwill notquell public
anger. Thisgovernment
willsoonrealize thatfalse
allegations cannotstand
upintheeyesofthelaw”
Meanwhile, the Cen-

, tral Crime Branch police

Chaturthiprocessionin Ch- arrested PT. Arasakumar
ennai,and theharassment :\. ‘ Ix forallegedlyswindling
ofafemale police officer %100 crore from private
byaTVK functionaryin schooladministrators.
Ayanavaram. i Arasakumar, who

Frustrated by itsina- A rananunregisteredas-

bility toresolve theseiss-  former Minister Anbil Mah- sociation named the
ues, theincompetent TVK  eshtodivertpublicattention. “TamilNadu Private Schools
governmenthasdeployed Wewilllegallyconfrontthis Association’inSaligramam,
theweaponofaraidagainst blatantactofpolitical vende- Chennai,hadclaimedhecould

secure permanentrecognit-
ion,schoolupgrades, DTCP
and CMDA approvals,and
otherstatutory clearances
for privateschoolsbylever-
aginghispoliticaland official
connections.

Police from the Chennai
Central Crime Branch have
been conducting asearch
since this morningat the
residence of former School
Education Minister Anbil
Maheshin Thennur, Trichy,
inconnection with thiscase.
Meanwhile, DMKleader M.K.
Stalinhas strongly condem-
nedthissearch operation.

Mid air panic: Passengers scream as plane
tire detaches and ceiling collapses

THERAN: A technical
malfunction occurred on
aflight departing from an
Iranianairport whenatire
suddenly detached. A shocki-
ngvideo hasemerged showing
the plane shakingandthe
ceiling collapsing, causing
passengerstoscreaminterror.
Mashhad Airportislocated
innortheastern Iran.

A Sepehran Airlines
Boeing 737 departed from
this airport bound for the

| section of the ceiling
collapsed. Terrified,

3 ’ . thepassengersscre-
/ amed and prayedto

7 - Godforsalvation,

- fearingfortheirlives.

Realizingthat conti-
nuingtheflight could
leadto further com-
plications, the pilot
decided to land the
aircraft. He chose to
return to Mashhad

nutes after takeoff. Thepilot could recover, the situation Airport, the point of

cityof Kermanshah, carrying informed the passengersof worsened; the plane began
bothcrewandpassengers. A the malfunction, leaving toshakeviolently, luggagefell
technicalissuearosejustmi- them shocked. Before they fromtheoverheadbins,anda

departure.
Air traffic control was
notified, and the plane lan-

150 Special Buses Daily toTirupatifor

CHENNAI: The Transport
Departmenthasannounced
that 150 special buses willbe
operated daily from Tamil
Naduto Tirupatistarting
tomorrow until September
30,in connection with the

Brahmotsavam festival.
A statementregarding this
wasissued by the Managing
Director of the State Express
Transport Corporation (S-
ETC): The Brahmotsavam
festivalis set to take place

et

5 atTirumala, Tirupati,
thisyear. To cater to
B the needsofdevotees,
g the Tamil Nadu State
Transport Corporations
willoperate 150 special
buses daily from tomo-
rrow until September
30.Thesebuseswillrun
between Tirupatiand
variouslocations—including
Chennai, Trichy, Thanjavur,
Salem, Coimbatore, Madurai,
Karaikudi, Kumbakonam,
Nagapattinam, Sengottai,
Puducherry, Tirupattur,

Brahmotsavam

Tiruvannamalai, Kanchipur-
am, Tambaram, Krishnagiri,
Dharmapuri, Harur, and
Hosur—inbothdirections.
Advancebookingfacilities
areavailable forbusesopera-
ting from Trichy, Thanjavur,
Salem, Coimbatore, Madurai,
Karaikudi, Kumbakonam,
Nagapattinam, Sengottai,
and Puducherry. Devotees
areencouraged to utilize
thisservicebybookingtheir
ticketsthrough the www.tn-
stc.inwebsiteor the TNSTC
mobileapp.

Tiruvannamalai Constituency
DMK CandidateE.V.Velu's Election

Upheld by Madras High Court

CHENNALI: TheMadras
High Courthasdismissed
the election petition filed
against Tiruvannamalai
DMK MLA E.V. Velu.
Former Minister E.V. Velu,
who contested fromthe Tiru-
vannamalaiconstituencyin
therecent Assemblyelections,
wasdeclared thewinnerwith
amarginof2,455votes.

Arul Arumugam,acan-

didatefrom the TVK party,
hadfiledanelectionpetition
in the Madras High Court
challenging Velu’s victory.
A petition seeking the dis-
missal of this case was filed
onbehalfofE.V. Velu. Upon
hearing the matter, Justice
D.Bharatha Chakravarthy
dismissed Arul Arumugam’s
election petition, stating
that there were no grounds

to proceed with the case.
Itisnoteworthy thatthe Ma-
dras High Courthad pre-
viously dismissed election
petitionsfiledagainst TVK
MLA Ilaiyaraja, Jayakumar
(whoresigned after being
elected fromthe Perundurai
constituency), Gobichetti-
palayam MLA Sengottaiyan,
and Coimbatore South DMK
MLA Senthil Balaji.

Individual arrested for making bomb
threat

[

[}
| ‘'

PUDHUCHERRY: Pol-

abomb threatmadetothe

8 ngasamy, is currently
in power in Puduch-
o] erry. Amidst this,an
unidentified person
issuedabomb threat
targeting the Secreta-
riatlocated on Beach
Road. Uponreceiving
"™ thisinformation, the
& Gorimedu policeinit-
B iated aninvestigation.
Bombdisposalexperts,

icehavearrestedamanfrom Puducherry Secretariat. ggsisted bysniffer dogs, con-
Chennaiinconnectionwith TheN.R.Congressparty,led ductedathoroughsearchof

to Puducherry Secretariat

by Chief Minister Ra-

the Secretariat complexand
itsoffices.

Personnel from the
Fire and Rescue Serv-
icesalsoarrived to assist
inthe search operations.
Thesearchrevealed thatthe
bomb threat was merelya
hoax. The Gorimedu police
arrested Seshashailashan
(40),anative of Chennai,in
connection with theincident.
Aninvestigationisunderw-
aytodetermine the motive
behind thethreat.
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Thenion M

inisterfor Communicationsand DveIopmentofNorth EasternRegion (DoNER), Shri Jyti-

ded safely, averting a major
disaster. A few passengers
sustained minor injuries,
but fortunately, there were
noserious casualties.
Thepassengers were su-
bsequently flown to Kerma-
nshah on adifferent aircraft.
Preliminary investigations
revealed that atire had det-
ached fromthe landing gear,
triggeringthesudden technical
malfunction and the violent
shaking. Moreover, media
reportsindicate that partsof
theroofattheairport collap-
sedwhenthe aircraft landed.

| T— i

raditya M. Scindiaaddressing atrelease ofthe commemorative postage stamp inthe sacred memory of
revered saint ShriMalukdas JiMaharajat Talkatora Stadium, in New Delhion September

Former Andhra Deputy Chief Minister
AllaNanipasses away due to heartattack

former DeputyChief =~ DesamParty (TDP) Gene-
MinisterandformerHe-  ralSecretaryand Minister

althMinisterof Andhra  forInformationTechnol-
Pradesh—haspassed  ogy,alsoconveyedhisco-
awayfollowingaheart  ndolences.Inhismessage,

attack. Hewas56years ~ hedescribed AllaNanias
old.Politicalleaders, someonewhointeracted

including AndhraChief — affectionatelywithevery-

Minister Chandrababu  oneandstayed awayfrom

i gl Naidu, haveexpressed controversies. AllaNani
AMARAVATTI: Alla theircondolencesover  hadservedasDeputy Chief

Ministerand Health Minis-
terduringtheprevious YSR

hissuddendemise.
NaraLokesh, the Telugu

KrishnaSrinivas, popularly
knownas AllaNani—the

Congressadministration.
Inthe2024 AndhraPra-
desh Assemblyelections,
hewasdefeated by Telugu
Desam Party candidate P.
Radhakrishnayyainthe
Eluru constituency. Subse-
quently, heleftthe YSR Co-
ngress Partyandjoinedthe
Telugu Desam Party. Alla
Nani’s passing has caused
deep sorrowwithin Andhr-
aspolitical circles.

Heavy Rainsin Canada; Crops
Rotting Across Thousands of Acres

However, unseason-

alheavyrainshave
= severely disrupted
harvesting opera-
tions. Water stagna-
tioninthefieldshas
createdariskof crop
rot,leaving farmers
struggling to har-
vest their produce.
Since August, these
cropshaveremained
submerged, mak-
ingharvestingimpossible.
Consequently, there are
concerns thatcanolaand
wheat crops worth lakhs of

B
and exporter of wheat. Crops
suchas canola (used for mus-
tard oil) and premium-quality
wheatare currently ready
for harvestin the country.

TORONTO: Heavy
rainfallin Canadahas put
crops across thousands
ofacresatrisk of rotting.
Canadaisaleading producer

rupees, cultivated across
thousandsofacres,couldgoto
waste, resultingin significant
financiallosses for farmers.
Nevertheless, since conditions
where frostsetsinand the
soilfreezestypically occurin
November, farmersremain
hopeful that there is still
timeto complete the harvest.
However, insomeareas, crops
likewheathavelosttheir color
duetotherainorhavebeen
washed away by the water.
Therearealsofearsthatfungal
infections maybespreading
amongsome of the crops.
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Helicopter Crashes During
L|veTV Coverge 3 Dead

LOS ANGELES: Three InLos ngeles, I}SA, aco-
people have died after a llisionoccurredbetweena ile,ahelicopter belongi-
helicopter crashed during Metrobusandaluxurycar ngtoatelevision station

live television coverage.

near Northridge Streetinthe

'. San Fernando

Valleyarea Two
- peoplediedand
several others
o wereinjuredin

# ionsare curre-
1= ntlyunderway.
Firedepartment
personneland
police officers
hadarrived at
thescene.
Meanwh-

flew over the accident site

tofilm and broadcastlive
footage of the bus crash.

Whilethehelicopterwasbeing
used to film thebusaccident,
itsuddenly crashed, plumm-

; etingbetween twobuildings.

One person on the ground
waskilledin theincident.
However, thefire department
stated thatdetailsregarding
the number of people on
board the helicopter—or
theiridentities—werenot
immediatelyavailable. The
circumstancessurrounding
the crashremainunknown,
and policeofficialsareinve-
stigating the matter.

Saudi Arabia Thwarts Houthi
Drone Attack Targeting Mecca

RIYADH: Saudi Ar-
abiahasannounced that
adroneattacklaunched
by Yemen’s Houthirebels
targeting Mecca, the holy
city for Muslims, was thw-
arted. The Organization of
Islamic Cooperationhas
strongly condemned this
attack.
Amidsttheescalatingcivil
warin Yemen, clasheshave
intensified between Iran&-
backed Houthirebelsand
Saudi&backed governme-
ntforces. The Houthireb-
elshavealsobeen carrying
outattackstargeting Saudi
Arabia.

Inthiscontext, Turki A1&-
Maliki,aspokesperson,
stated that Houthirebels
launched adroneattack
targeting Meccayesterday
(Sept. 15) buttheattem-
ptwasfoiled. Hesaid that
Saudi Arabia’sair defense
systemintercepted and de-
stroyed the Houthidrone
south of Meccabeforeit
couldenterrestricted airs-
pace. Following thisattem-
ptedattack,aredalertwas
issued—and subsequently
withdrawn—forresidents
inSaudi Arabia’s western
coastalareas, including
Mecca, Jeddah, and Taif.
Suchanalertregardingpo-
tential airstrikes onthese

areaswasunprecedented.
TheIsraelinewspaper*Ha-
yom* reported that,due
tothisattack,airtrafficto
the Prince Mohammad
Bin Abdulaziz
International
Airportin Me-
dinawasalso
suspended.
Onthe 14th,
Houthirebels
launchedan
attackon Saudi -
Arabiafrom
Yemenusing
ballisticmissi- |
lesand dron-
es,leaving 13
peopleinjured. Following
this,anattempt wasmade
toattack Mecca. The Isla-
mic coalition, comprising
57 member nations, has
strongly condemned this
attackby Houthirebels.
Commenting on the matt-
er, Turki Al&Maliki, spok-
esperson for the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperati-
on (OIC), stated, “Thisisa
heinousattack. The safety
ofthe Two Holy Mosqu-
esand the pilgrimsisof
paramountimportance;
theseareinviolablesites.
The OICwillnothesitateto
takeall necessary meas-
uresto preventattacksby
Houthirebels”

|

Meanwhile, Houthirebels
have deniedallegations
thatadroneattackwas
attempted against Me-
cca. Hashem Al&Asad,

amember ofthe Houthi
political wing, stated that
theaccusation oftargeting
Meccaisa “worn&outlie”
used previously and that
itwouldnolonger deceive
anyone. Earlier this week,
droneattackslaunched
bythe Houthistargeting
Saudi Arabian oilfacilities
caused firesatseveralsites,
injuring 73 people. Additi-
onally, the Houthis carried
outlarge&scaleattacks
using dozens ofballistic
missilesand dronesagain-
sttheKingKhalid Air Base
in Khamis Mushait. They
havealsobeentargeting
Saudi Arabianvesselsin
theRed Sea. Consequent-

ly,hostilitiesbetween the
Houthisand Saudi Arabia
haveintensified.
Theadvance of Houthi
rebelshasbecomeamajor

S

threatto thevital shipping
lanesofthe Red Sea. Qatar
haswarned thattheclosure
ofthe Babal&Mandab
Straitwouldlead to dire
consequences. Ibrahim
Al&Hashmi, an official
fromthe QatariForeign
Ministry, hasstated that
closingthe straitwould
spell disaster for the entire
world.

Meanwhile, US President
Donald Trump hasreject-
edarequestfromthe Saudi
Crown Princetointerve-
neintheconflict. Trump
stated thatthe Houthishad
contacted himlast Satur-
dayandasked himnotto
intervene.

Details of Hawala’ money transfers to Dubai
found in Pinarayi Vijayan's daughter’s diary

Sensational revelations

THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Bribery
allegationshavebeenraised
againstformer Kerala

ChiefMinisterand current
Leaderofthe Opposition
Pinarayi Vijayan,as well
ashisdaughter, Veena

Vijayan.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) conducted
aninvestigationintothis
matter.

Followingtheprobe,
the ED stated that Exalogic
Solutions—acompany
ownedby Veena—received
monthlypaymentsfrom
themineral firm CMRL
withoutprovidingany
servicesinreturn.
Furthermore, the ED indi-
cated that Pinarayi Vijayan

and hisson-in-law, MLA
and former minister Mo-
hammed Riyas, werelinked
tothisaffair. A change of
governmentoccurred
while thisissue—which
had causedastirin Kera-
la—wasunderinvestiga-
tion. Subsequently,on May
27,the ED conducted raids
attheresidencesof Pinarayi
Vijayanand Mohammed
Riyas;itwasreported that
keydocumentswereseized
duringtheseoperations.

Local 16.09.2026 OutStation 17.09.2026|

TVKwillachieve a historic victoryin
the byelectlon Minister Sengottaiyan

TIRUPUR: Minister
Sengottaiyan stated that
thenumber of TVKMLAs
wouldincreaseand thatthe
partywouldachieveahistoric
victoryin the by&election.
TVK candidate Sathyabama,
contesting the Dharapuram
by&election, filed hernomin-
ation papersaccompanied by
Ministers Anand, Sengottai-
yan, Arunraj, Vijayalakshmi,
and Vijay Balaji. Speaking
toreporters afterwards,
Minister Sengottaiyan said:
“Theby&election resultwill
notmerelybeavictory;itwill
beahistoricone, pavingthe
wayforanincreaseinthenu-

-

mber of TVKMLAs. We will
deliver thishistoric victory
to Chief Minister Vijay. We
willall work tirelessly, day
and night, to secure the fruit
ofvictoryforhim.”

- e
M1n1ster Anandadded,
“Chief Minister Vijay will
certainly come for theelec-
tion campaign; the date will
beannouncedlater” Minister
Arunrajstated: “For the past

60or70years,no one beli-
eveditwaspossibletoruna
corruption&free admini-

' stration; people thoughtit
% would neverhappen.

We are delivering a
pro&people, corrupt-
ion&free government.
Wearenotthinkingabout
the nextelection; Chief Mi-
nister Vijayis planning for
thelongterm with the next
generationin mind. We must
strengthen the Chief Minis-
ter’shands,andthisisagreat
opportunitytodoso;inour
veryfirstelection, we cont-
estedaloneandsecured 35
percentofthevotes.”

Telangana: Fatherand sonarrested
for cultivating cannabis plants worth
¥1.5croreona10acrefarm

HYDERABAD: A father

andsonhavebeenarrested
for cultivating cannabis
plantsworth31.5croreac-
ross 10acresof farmlandin
Telangana.

The farmislocated in
Nagolkondavillage, within
thelimits ofthe Jainoor police
stationin the Asifabad area,
near theborders of Maha-
rashtraand Chhattisgarh.

Cannabis plants were bei-
ng cultivated on thisland.
Actingonatip&off, the police

| conductedaninvestigation.

Duringavehicle checkon
the Patnapurroad, they qu-
estioned Ambure Pundalik
(aged 50).

Upon questioninghim
onsuspicion, itwas discov-
ered thathe was concealing
11 gramsofdried cannabis
inapieceofcloth; the police
seized the contraband. Su-
bsequently, theyraided his
farm and uprooted 1,245
cannabis plants. The police

stated that the value of the
seized plantswas31.50 crore.
Bothheandhisson, Ambure
Ramesh, werearrested. They
hadbeen cultivating canna-
bisasanintercropalongside
cotton.

Thepolicereported that
ittooktenhoursofeffortto
uprootthe cannabis plants.
Investigationsare currently
underway fromvariousang-
les, includingidentifying the
personwhoinstructed him
to cultivate the cannabisand
uncoveringothersinvolved
intheoperation.

Chief Minister Vijay and Political
Leaders Pay Tribute

CHENNAI: TamilNadu
Chief Minister Vijay, DMK
PresidentM.K. Stalin, AMMK
GeneralSecretary T.T.V.Dhi-
nakaran,andothershavepaid
tributeontheoccasionofthe
birthanniversaryoffreedom
fighterand former minist-
er Ramasamy Padayachiar.
InapostonhisX (formerly
Twitter) page, Chief Minist-
er Vijaystated, “Onthebirth
anniversaryofS.S.Ramasamy
Padayachiar—afreedomfig-
hterand former ministerwho
tirelessly championedsocial
justiceandtherightsofthe
backward classes—Ihonorhis
memoryandhisimmensese-
rvicetothepeople. Theservice
herenderedandtheinitiatives
heundertook—fighting for
peoplée’srightsand prioritizi-
ngeducation, social progress,
andequalrights—haveleftan
indeliblemarkonthepolitical
landscape of Tamil Nadu. Let

uscelebratehispublicwelfare
workonthisday”

DMK President M.K. St-
alin,inasocial mediapost,
wrote, “Igratefullyrecallthe
contributionsof Ramasamy
Padayachiaronhisbirthann-
iversary;hewasagreatleader
whoservedthepublicinroles
suchasMember ofthe Legisl-
ative Assembly

,Member of Parliament,
and Minister,and wasasocial

justicewarriorwho fought
fortherightsofthebackw-
ardclasses.

The DMK government
honoredhimbyacceding
tohisrequestto constitute
aBackward Classes Com-
missionheadedby A.N.
Sattanathanandbyerecting
astatue ofhimin Guindy,
Chennai.

IpaymytributetoRa-
masamy Padayachiar, who
advocatedfortherightsof
theworking people”Ina
statement, AMMK General
Secretary TTV Dhinakaran
noted,

“Today marks the birth
anniversaryofS.S.Ramasamy
Padayatchiar,afreedomfighter
whotirelesslychampionedthe
causeofeducation,employme-
nt,andeconomicadvancement
forthedowntroddenandsocia-
llybackwardsectionsofsociety.
Letushonorandpaytributeto

theimmense contributionsof
S.S.Ramasamy Padayatchiar,
whodedicatedhalfacentury
of publiclife—servingasan
MLA,MP,and Minister—to
theprinciplesofequality, soc-
ialjustice,and publicwelfare”
**Tributesby AIADMK Mem-
bers:** Ontheoccasionofthe
109thbirthanniversaryofS.S.
RamasamyPadayatchiar—a
freedom fighter, distinguished
politician, former Minister,and
former MemberofParliament
—ATADMK representatives
paidtheirrespectsathisstatue
in Guindy, Chennai.
PartyPresidium Chair-
manandformer TamilNadu
WagqfBoard ChairmanDr. A.
Tamilmagan Hussain,along
with former Ministers Pon-
naian, D. Jayakumar, and B.
Valarmathi, garlanded the
statueand showered flower
petalsonhisportrait, which
hadbeendecoratedatthebase.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Wednesday arrived in Paro, Bhutan, as part of his official visit
tothe countryfrom September 16-17, saying he looks forward to engagements aimed atadvancing India’s
“uniqueties of friendship” with Bhutan.
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