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Target set to launcharound
200 chip designing startups in India

NEW DELHI: Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
announced thatatargethas
been set tolaunch approxi-
mately200 chip&designing
startups in India under
the Semicon 2.0 scheme.
The Central Government
had approved the Semicon
1.0 schemein December
2021 toboostsemicon-
ductor manufacturing.
Approvalswere granted for
12 semiconductor manuf-
acturing plants with a total
value 0of¥1.64 lakh crore.

Informationfrom Unlon MlnlsterAshwlealshnaw

Similarly, the Central Go-
vernment approved the
Semicon 2.0 scheme la-
st July, with an allocati-
onof1.275lakh crore.
Following this, the Semi-
conIndiaconference was
heldyesterday at Bharat
Mandapam in Delhi.
Prime Minister Modi
inaugurated the event.
Speakingattheinaugural
session, Union Minister

for Electronics and In-
formation Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said:
“Through Semicon 1.0, India
haslaid the foundation for
the domestic semicondu-
ctorindustry over the past
fewyears.

Atthattime, Prime Min-
ister Modiadvised, ‘Do not
think short&term; think
long&term.

Now, we need tobuild the

The ModiEra: Grassroots
People Rising to the Forefront

Ram Nath Kovind, Former President of India

NEW DELHI: Duringthe
fiveyearsIservedasthePres-
identofIndia (2017-2022),
Iobserved Prime Minister
Narendra Modivery closely.
Drawinguponthatexperience
andmylong&standingasso-
ciationwith himin publiclife,
I'wishtoshareafewthoughts
ontheoccasionofhisbirthday.
Havingservedasthehead of
anelected government for
over 25 years—firstas the
Chief Minister of Gujarat
startingin October2001 and
thenasPrime Minister since
2014—Modihasconsistently
championedthesimpleyettr-
ansformativevision of “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas” (Together
withall, Developmentforall).
Fordecades, the North&East
region was often described
asaremote, peripheralarea
ofIndia.

However, under Prime
Minister Modi’sleadership,
ithasbeen projectedasapr-
ogressivefaceofIndiaanda
gateway to Southeast Asia.
SinceNovember2014, Prime
Minister Modihasvisited the
region more than 83 times.

Freezing of Trinamool
Congress Party Symbol

Theseinitiativesarelinked
totransport,infrastructure,
investment, and sustained
effortstoward peace; notably,
12 major peaceagreements
havebeensignedintheregion.
Furthermore,anallocation
ofoverX7lakhcrorehasbeen
madefor developmentduring
theperiodfrom2014-15to
2025-26.

Thisismanifold higher
thantheapproximately31.4
lakh croreallocatedinthe pr-
ecedingdecade. The ‘Vibrant
Villages Programme’ givesa
structured meaningto this
visionbyfocusingonroads,
transport, tourism, liveliho-
ods,and essential servicesin
borderareas. Thisinitiative
transformed 112 historically
backward districts—mov-

ing tem beyond th;: label
of “permanentlybackward

areas”—byintroducinga
developmentmodelbased on
specifictargets, convergence,
andhealthy competition to
accelerateprogressinhealth,
education, infrastructure,and
livelihoods.

The Prime Minister’s JA-
NMAN scheme focuses sp-
ecificallyon 75 Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs),ensuringtheyre-
ceive qualityhousing, roads,
potable water, healthcare,
and other basicamenities.
More than 59 crore people
from previously neglected
families havebeenbrought
into theformal financial sy-
stemthroughbankaccounts.
The Saubhagyascheme pa-

ved the way for 100% rural
electrification. The Ujjwala
scheme, which providesfree
cooking gas cylinders, has
extended smokeless cooking
fuelfacilitiesto over 10 crore

. households.

TheJalJeevan Mission
hasprovided piped drinking

| water connectionsto 13 crore

rural households. Women
havereceived 68% of Mudra
loans. Furthermore, women
accountfor46% oftheben-
eficiariesunder the Prime
Minister’s Street Vendor’s
Atmanirbhar Nidhi (PM SV-
ANidhi) scheme.

The ‘Lakhpati Didi’ sc-
heme prioritizes women’s
economicempowermentas
thefocal pointofrural trans-
formation. The truemeasure
of progressliesnotinhowhigh
theceilinghasbeenraised, but
ratherinhowmanypeople
havebeenbroughtbeneathit.
That,indeed, isthedefining
policyofthe Modiera: those
whooncestood onthemargins
nolongerneedtowaittoenter
the nation'smainstream—th-
eyaredefiningitthemselves.

Rahul Gandhi Condemns Move

NEWDELHI: Leader ofthe
Oppositioninthe Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, has condemned
thefreezingofthe Trinamo-
ol Congress party’s symbol.
Amidstaconflict between two
factionsregardingthe Trinam-
ool Congress party’snameand
electionsymbol, the Election
Commission has frozen both
asaninterimmeasure.

The Commission stat-
edthat neither faction may
currently use the name “All
India Trinamool Congress”
ortheparty’sflower symbol.
The Trinamool Congress party
splitintotwo factions following
theassembly election defeatin

West Bengal. Factionsled by
former Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee and Ritabrata
Banerjee have both claimed
tobethegenuine Trinamool
party. Consequently, the Ele-
ction Commission decided to
freezethe name and symbol
pending consideration ofthe
claimsmadeby both factions.
Byérelectionsfor the Nandigram
and Rejinagar constituenciesin
West Bengalarescheduled for
October 6. Neither faction can
contest theseelections underthe
“Trinamool Congress”nameor
the “twinflower”symbol. Both
factions havebeen orderedto
selecttheir preferred names and

choosethreesymbolseachfrom
thelist of symbols designated
forindependent candidates
bythe Election Commission,
submitting their choices by
11:00AM on September 18.
The Election Commission
stated that this interim arra-
ngementenables bothfactions
to contest the byerelections
usingdistinct names and sy-
mbols. Thisinterim order will
remain in effect untilafinal
decisionregardingthe party’s
name andsymbolisreached.
Inthiscontext, Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi has
accusedthe Central Govern-
ment—which healleges “stole

votes”—ofnow engaging
inthe “theft of parties.” g
Regardingthis, he stated
the following on X (fo-
rmerly Twitter): “First Shiv
Sena, thenNCP..”(NCP), and
nowthe Trinamool Congress.
Thepatternisthesameevery
time: the BIPand the Election
Commission join handsto sp-
lita party, and subsequently,
that party’selectionsymbolis
confiscated. When an entire
party can be completely us-
urped, itishardly surprising
that the votes of millions of
Indians could also be stolen.
Thetheftof votes, the capture
ofthegovernment, and now

~ superstructure up-

on thatfoundation.

Six pillars mustbe
established for this:

design, machinery
and raw materials,
manufacturing pl-
ants,advanced pa-
 ckaging, research
and development,
and skills.Under
the Semicon 2.0
scheme, chip des-

ignisthefirstpillar. In the
Semicon 1.0 scheme, 105
startupsventured into chip
design and secured invest-
ments totalingI800 crore.
That was merely the be-
ginning. This time, our
ambition ismuch greater.”

“Wehavesetatargetto
launch 200 chip&designing
startupsacross the country
to meetsemiconductor nee-
ds. Talentservesasthesixth

pillar; under thisinitiative,
the goalis to train 85,000
design engineersover the
nextdecade. Already, 70,000
designengineershavebeen
trainedinjust fouryears.
Through ‘Semicon 2.0, an
additional onelakh skilled
technical personnel willbe
developed for semicondu-
ctor manufacturingfacil-
ities. The foundation laid
so far will pave the way for
realizing India’s goal of bec-
omingadeveloped nation.”
He spokein this manner.
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The Chairrﬁan, Khadiand Village Industries Commission (KVIC), Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enter-
prises, ShriManoj Goel, inaugurates the ‘Seva Sankalp & KhadiMahotsav 2026’ and distributes machines,
toolkits and training certificates under various entrepreneurship programmes beingimplemented across

the country,in New Delhi

Maduranthakam and Dharapuram By
eletions: CM Vijay to Campaign for 4 Days

CHENNALI: ChiefMin-
ister Vijayissettoundertake
afour-day campaign for
the Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram by-elections.
Theby-electionarenaisheat-
ingup forthe Maduranthakam
(Reserved) constituencyin
Chengalpattudistrictand
the Dharapuram (Reserved)
constituencyin Tiruppur
district, Tamil Nadu.

Theruling TVK, themain
opposition DMK, AIADMK,
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the hijacking ofa party—all
these have become hallmarks
oftheerosion of our democr-
acy. Safeguardingthe people’s
mandateisthe Election Com-
mission’s constitutional duty;
yet, instead of doingso, it sides
with thevery forces that seek
to overturnthat mandate.
This struggleis not Mam-
ata Banerjee’s alone; itisa
fight for every political pa-
rty and every voter who de-
sires free and fair elections.
Thisiswhat has been stated
therein.

Naam Tamilar Katchi,and
Communist partiesareall con-
testingindependently, result-
inginafive-cornered contest.
Inthe Maduranthakam con-
stituency, Maragatham Ku-
maravel (TVK), Paranthaman
(DMK), Kanitha Sampath
(AIADMK)), Suganthi(Marx-
ist Communist Party),and
Janakiraman (Naam Tamilar
Katchi) haveentered thefray.
InDharapuram, the contes-
tantsinclude Sathyabhama
(TVK), Suganya (DMK),
Bhanumathi (ATADMK),
Lakshmanan (Communist
PartyofIndia),and Karthika
(Naam Tamilar Katchi).
Thefinallistof candidates for
both constituenciesissetto
bereleased tomorrow.

Following this, leaders
fromvarious political parties
havedecidedtoengageinin-
tensiveelection campaigning
startingafter the 20th (next
week). Partyfunctionariesare
makingthenecessaryarrange-
ments for these campaigns.
Againstthisbackdrop, Chief
Minister Vijayisscheduled to
conductanintensive four-day
campaignacrossthe Madu-
ranthakamand Dharapuram
constituencies.

He will campaign fora
total of four days—two days
ineach constituency—span-
ningthe end of this month
and the beginning of next
month. Arrangementsare

underway for massive public
meetingsin Maduranthakam
and Dharapuram,

where Chief Minister
Vijay is set to speak; the
venues for these events
havealreadybeenselected.

J{r

Ithasbeen decided tohold
the public meeting in the
Thirumalaipalayamareaalong
the Dharapuram-Udumalpet
road. Partyfunctionariesare
confidentthat ChiefMinister
Vijay’s campaign will prove
beneficial, given theimper-
ative for TVK tosecurea
victoryin this by-election.
Duringthe previousassembly
election, massive crowds
flocked to see Chief Minister
Vijay whenever he cam-
paigned, and restrictions
hadtobeimposed on his
campaignmeetings. Now, he
issettocampaignasthe Chief
Minister,and elaborate secu-
rityarrangementsarebeing
madeinboth constituencies.

Thereisimmenseantic-
ipation surrounding these

Ll

publicmeetings,astheymark
the firsttime Chief Minister
Vijay will campaign after
TVKhasassumed power.
Leaderssuchas DMK Pres-
identM.K. Stalin, Leader of
the Opposition Udhayanidhi

Stalin, ATADMK General Sec-
retary Edappadi Palaniswami,
Naam Tamilar Katchi Chief
Coordinator Seeman, and
Communistleadersarealso
preparingtocampaigninboth
constituencies. M.K. Stalin
plansto campaign for two days
inbothMaduranthakamand
Dharapuram,andacampaign
scheduleisbeingfinalized for
the Leader of the Opposition,
Udhayanidhi Stalin, as well.
With leaders gearing up for
ahigh-intensity campaign,
the electoral atmosphere
in Maduranthakam and
Dharapuramisheatingup.
Functionaries and cadres
fromall partiesare making
full-scale preparations to
welcome their respective
leaders.
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Today horoscope

, Youwillgainthroughyour 51b11ngs Your speech
¢ willbecomeclearandarticulate. Childrenwho
were previously stubborn willnowlisten toyou.

Yourmother’shealthwillbeasource of relief.

Youwill make efforts to expand yourbusiness.

Avoidinterferinginothers’ affairsatthe workplace.

Donottarnishyourreputationbytrying
tochampion the causeofothers. Befirmin
financialmatters. Donot criticizeanyoneatthe
workplace. Inbusiness,actingupon theadvice
ofnew partnerswill prove beneficial.

Youwill complete certain tasksthrough your external
contacts. Youwillhaveheart-to-heart
conversations with your familymembers.
Yourinterestinspirituality willincrease.
Out-of-town trips will bring gains. Youwilll
earnthenuancesofthetrade. Avoidarguments
attheworkplace.

Youwillsuccessfully complete tasks that
had previouslystalled. Ego clashes willbe
resolved,leadingto greater closeness between
spouses. Youwillreceive supportfromneigh-
bors. There willbe moderate profitsinbusiness. -
Attheworkplace, itisbesttofocussolelyonyour
ownduties.

Differencesof opinion between spouses will
‘vanish. Journeyswill be satisfying. Your words
‘willcommand greater respectinsocial circles.

Youwill make effortsto clear old debts. A crucial
documentyouweresearching foratwork willbe
found. Youwill expand yourbusiness.

Youwillfeelasense of contentment. Itis
advisable tobeaccommodating within the
family. Anybitterness with your children will
fadeaway. Youwillrepay moneyborrowed
fromothers. Therewillbe profitsinbusiness.
Avoid makingenemiesatthe workplace.

:

Youwill gain frominfluential people. Out-of-town trips
willbring peace of mind. Thearrival of guests will fillyour
homewithhappiness. Your superioratwork willbe

7T supportive. Inbusiness, youwill attract
' AN customersbyemploying newstrategies.

Youmayfacesomeaffectionateyetbother-
someinterference fromrelatives. Payattention
toyour health. Youwillrenovateand expand
yourancestralhome. Itisbesttoavoid hasty de-
cisionsinbusiness. Youwilllocateadocument 7
youhadbeensearching foratwork,and your
superior willappreciate your efforts.

Youwill effectively counter covert competi-
tion. Yourinterestin spirituality willgrow. You
willattempttosellancestral property,suchasa
house, plot, oragriculturalland. Business will pick
up pace,leadingto profits,and youwill receive
supportfromyour partner. Youwill complete
your tasks at work quickly.

Your speechwillexude confidenceand au-
thority. Youwill receive expected assistance from
yoursiblings. Your mother’smedical expenses
willgradually decrease. Inbusiness, yourstock
willsell outcompletely,and youmayrelocate
your shop. Youwill see progressin your career.

Actingwithagilityand enthusiasm will
ensuresuccessinyour endeavors. Youwill
receive supportfromfamilymembers,and
your children’s health willimprove. Expensive
clothingandjewelrywillbeacquired foryour
home. Youwillsee progressinbothbusiness
andyourjob.

Anauspiciouseventthathad been delayed
willnow materialize. Youwillunderstandand
fulfillyour children’swishes. Youwill benefit
fromyoursiblings. Youwillexpand your busi-
ness. Atwork,avoidinterferingin other people’s |
affairs.

TVK stands for ‘Thallippodum Vetri

Local 18.09.2026 OutStation 19.09.2026|
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DMK's ‘MupperumVizha' to be held in Chennai
tomorrow underM K. Stalm s leadership

CHENNALI: The postpon-
ed DMK ‘Mupperum Vizha'is
settotakeplacein Chennaito-
morrow (September 19) under
theleadership of M.K. Stalin.
Every September, the DMK
celebrates the Mupperum

Vizha—agrand tripartite September 15atthe party
event—combiningthebirth headquarters, Anna Arivala-
anniversariesof Annaand yam.Ithadbeenannounced
Periyar with the founding thatDMKleaderandformer

dayoftheparty. ChiefMinister M.K. Stalin
Thisyear, theeventwas would participateasthesp-
originally scheduled for ecialguest,deliverakeynote

“8 address,and presentawards

tosenior partyveterans for

their outstanding contrib-
utions.

% However, theeventwas

| postponed duetoasudden

healthissuefaced by M.K.

{ Stalin. A revised date has

| nowbeenannounced.

Inastatementregarding
this, DMK General Secretary
Duraimuruganannounc-
ed, “Thepostponed DMK
‘Mupperum Vizha’ will be
held tomorrow (Septem-
ber19)ataround 5PM at
Anna Arivalayam, Chen-
nai, under theleadership
of M.K. Stalin”

Former Union Minister of State

Sudarsana Nachiappan Passes Away

Leaders Offer Condolences Congress
Party Functlona ries Pay Tribute

SIVAGANGAL: Former

Union Minister E.M. Su-
darsanaNachiappan (79)
passed away yesterday in
Sivaganga duetoill health.
A senior Congressleader
hailing from Eriyurnear Si-
vaganga, Nachiappanserved
asthe Member of Parliam-
ent (MP) for the Sivaganga
constituencyfrom 1999 to
2004 and asa Rajya Sabha
member from2004to2016.
Additionally,heservedasthe
Union Minister of State for
CommerceandIndustryin
the Manmohan Singh&led
cabinetduring2013-2014.
Alawgraduate, healso pr-
acticedasaSupreme Court
advocateandheldaPh.D.from

rapandian: Herepresented
Indiaand spokeatthe United

4 Nations General Assembly.

Deep condolencesonhis
d passing. TMCleader G.K.

il Vasan: Hehad the distin-

MaduraiKamaraj University. er Viswanathan, MP Karti
Heheldvariouspositions,inc- Chidambaram, and C.R.
ludingHead ofthe TamilNadu Sundararajan (representing
CongressHumanRightsWing TVK)paidtheirrespectstohis
(2000), VicePresidentofthe mortalremains. Hislastrites
TamilNadu Congress (2002), arebeingperformedtoday
ChiefWhip ofthe Congress inhisnativevillage, Eriyur.
ParliamentaryParty(2003), Condolencemessagesissu-
andSecretaryofthe AllIndia edbyleadersonthepassing
Congress Committee (2004). of Sudarsana Natchiappan:
Hepassedawayyesterdayat TamilNaduCongressleader
hisresidencein Sivaganga Manickam Tagore: Heraised
duetoillhealth. hisvoicetoprotecttherese-

Heissurvivedbyhiswife, rvationrightsofbackward
Devaki;twosons, Jayasimha andoppressed communities.
and ChanakyaMadhavan;and PMK leader Anbumani:
adaughter, YamunaNachiar. He was committed to Co-
Hewasthepaternaluncleof ngressideologies froma
Congressleader Manickam youngage and deeply con-
Tagore. Manickam Tagore, cernedaboutsocialjustice.
Higher Education Minist- CPIState Secretary M. Vee-

ction of serving the public
{ fromayoungageand wor-
ked excellently for the par-
tyduring the Kamaraj era.

B AMMK General Secretary

T.T.V.Dhinakaran: Thenews
ofthe passing of senior Con-
gressleader SudarsanaNatc-

| hiappanisdeeplydistressing.

Former MP Su. Thirunavukk-
arasar: Heactivelyparticipated
inbothHouses of Parliament
andwasacclaimedasanou-
tstanding parliamentarian.
Observance of Mourning:
Following SudarsanaNatchi-
appanspassing,acondolence
meeting washeld yesterday
eveningat Sathyamurthy Bh-
avanin Chennai,attended by
AllIndia Congress General
Secretaryand Tamil Nadu
in&charge Ghulam Ahmed
Mir, along with other offic-
e&bearers.

Additionally, the party
hasannouncedathree&day
mourning period, during
which all party events will
becancelled.

BirthandDeath Registration
AmendmentAct Comesinto
EffectonOctober 1

The Birth and Death Registration
Amendment Act, passed by Parliament,
comes into force on October 1. The or-
iginal Birth and Death Registration
Act was enacted in 1969, making the
registration of births and deaths ma-
ndatory. An amendment to this Act was
introducedin 2023. The Central Gover-
nment amended Section 13(3) of the Act
with the aimof encouraging the pubTic
to register births and deaths inatim-
ely manner and to tighten the regulat-
ions regarding delayed registration.
This amendment bi11 was passed by both
Houses of Parliament and became Taw Tast
month following the President’s assent.
The Birth and Death Registration Amend-
ment Act is now set to come into effecton
October 1. Mrityunjay Kumar Narayan, the
Registrar General of India, announced
thisviaagazettenotification. Under
the new amendment, registeringabirth
or death between one and two years after
the event occurs still requiresobtaining
anorder fromtheDistrict Collector,
Assistant ColTlector, or an authorized
Executive Magistrate, just as before.
However, if registrationis soughtmore
than two years after the birth or death,
the processwill be subject to rigorous
judicial scrutiny at a higher Tevel.
Specifically, it has been made mandato-
ry toobtainanorder fromaFirst Class
Judicial Magistrate to proceedwith the
(egi stration. )

Nigeria: 33 Prisoners
Die MysteriouslyinJail
A Shocking Incident

ABUJA:Nigeriaisacountrylocatedin West Africawhere
various 1llegal miningoperationsareactive. Thegovernment
hasbeen tak-
ingmeasuresto

M curbtheseillegal
i I mines, which

. extractgoldand
B other mineral
resources. Re-
cently, security
forcesarrested
65individuals
whohadbeenworkingatanillegal minein the country’s
Niger State. All those arrested werelodged inalocal
prison. Prison officials have reported that 33 of them
died under mysterious circumstances, attributing the
deathstoamysteriousillnessthatafflicted the prisoners.
However, allegationshavearisen suggesting thatthe deaths
were caused by suffocationresulting from overcrowdingin
thesmall prison facility. Officialsare currentlyinvestigating
theincident.

Prime Minister Modi’s Fithness Secret

Kazhagam’ (Postponing Victory Party) Energeticevenat76, Drumstick

Tamilisai Soundararajan’s criticism

Kottamin Chennaito
mark Prime Minister
Modi’sbirthday. Former
BJP State President Ta-
milisai Soundararajan
participatedintheevent.
: Speaking to rep-

i orters later, she said:

CHENNAI Former BJP
State President Tamilisai Sou-
ndararajan hascriticized TVK
asthe “Postponing Victory
Party”becauseall planned
initiativesarebeing deferred.
Atree&planting event was

held yesterdayat Valluvar

. “We are celebrating
* Prime Minister Modi’s
R_ birthday from Septem-
ber 17to October17.
Various programs, including
blood donation campsand
medical camps, have been
organized for this occasion.
Amidstpoliticianswhomer-
elymakenoise, BJP members
arepoliticians whoactually

CHENNAI MmlsterVanmArasu
hasconfirmed thatthefundsrequiredfor the Tamil Nadugovernmentsupports thereisnopoliticsinvolvedinthematter

student Bharathidasan’sresearchwillbe

donateblood. Pattinapakk-
ambelongsto thefishermen;
the Secretariatshould notbe
builtthere.

Chief Minister Vijay
mustreconsider this. Inthe
current situation, adecis-
ionalsoneedstobemade
regarding whether anew
Secretariatisevennecessary.
The Chief Minister claims to
haveattracted investments
worth315,000crorein Lon-
don.Itisunclear whetherhe
attracted investments from fo-
reign companies or fromaco-
mpanybasedin Uttar Pradesh.
Therefore, Chief Minister
Vijaymust clarify to the pe-

MinisterVanniArasuassures

released withintwodays. Statingthat Bharathidasan—he emphasized that

theeducation ofall students—notjust ofeducationalfinancialassistance.

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
celebrated his 76th birth-
dayyesterday. Evenatthis
age,heremainsingood
healthand works with great
energy.
Hisyogaandexercise

ople of Tamil Nadu exactly
which companiesare tru-
lysettoinvestin the state.
One mightrewrite scripts
repeatedly forascreenplay,
butoneshould notwritea
flawed script whilein gover-
nance. TVKstandsfor “Tha-

llippodum Vetri Kazhagan’
(Postponing Victory Party).

Thisisbecause the Ch-
iefMinister’s ‘Gold Ring’
schemeisbeingpostponed.
The Mid&day Meal Scheme,
introduced in Kamarajar’s
name,isbeingdelayed. Ai-
rportdevelopmentisbeing
postponed. Thisisthe current
stateof the TVK government””

Educational funds will be providedto
Bharathidasan within two days;

routinesare thereasons
behind this. Thesetopics
oftendominate conversa-
tionsabouthishealth. At
thesametime, hisdietary
habits—whichare quite
simple—playacrucialrole.
Hedoesnotfollowastrict,
elaboratedietchart.
Duringa ‘FitIndia’ inte-
raction with nutritionist

CHENNALI: Police sources
statethat complaints have be-
enreceivedfrom 177 private

Rujuta Diwekarin 2020,
hementioned thatheeats
rotismadewith drumstick
leavesonceortwiceaweek.
Drumstickleavesarerichin
nutrients,includingfiber,
vitamins,and minerals.
Inthe same conversation,
healsorecalled, “Mymoth-
erwould unfailinglyaskme
fromtimeto timeifIwas
consuming turmeric.”
Modinoted thathisdiet
includesitemssuchasroti,
vegetables, lentils (dal),
rice, flattenedrice (poha),
andupma,alongsidevario-
usregional dishes.
Akeymessage fromhis

Leaf Roti,Yoga, and Exerase

conversationwas
theimportanceof
consuming freshly
cookedfoodwhile
reducingtheintake
ofpackagedand
processed foods.
Hedidnotpres-
entlentils,rice,
andgheeastrendy
healthfoods,but
ratherasfamiliar
staples of traditio-
nalIndian cuisine.
Frequent fastingis
alsoamajorfactor contr-
ibutingto Prime Minister
Modisexcellent physical

aconversation thatduring
Navaratri,he completely
abstainsfromfood fornine
days, consumingonlywa-
health;hehasmentionedin rmwater.

Anbil Mahesh to Appear for
Police Inquiry Today

schools allegingthe collection
of moneytosecurerecognition
duringthe previous DMKreg-
ime, with the fraud estimated
tobeworthuptoI100crore.
In connection with this, the

ChennaiCentral CrimeBra- summons toappear for questi-

nchpolice conductedsearches
onthel6thatninelocations
linked to Anbil Mahesh, the
then Minister for School Ed-
ucation. Hewasalsoissueda

oningbeforethe Central Crime
Branch atthe Chennai Police
Commissioner’soffice onthe
18th (today). Accordingly, he
isexpectedto appeartoday.




The Union Ministerof Health & Family Welfare and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri
JagatPrakash Naddavisits the Ram ManoharLohia Hospitalonthe sidelines of
thelaunchof‘Quality and Safety Handbook: AGuide to Policies, Protocols and
PatientSafety’ onthe occasion of World Patient Safety Day—2026, in New Delhi

Local18.09.2026 OutStation 19.09.2026

Indian Man Livinginthe US
Dies 17 Days After Wedding

BOSTON: AnIndian
manresidinginthe United
Stateswasfound deadjust

17 daysafter hiswedding.
Mohammed Jaffer Huss-
ain, 28,livedin the city of
Lowell, Massachusetts. He
hailed from Santosh Nagar
inHyderabad, Telangana.
Havingmovedtothe USin
2021 forhigher education,
Mohammed Jafferhadbe-
enworkingthereasacivil
engineerafter completing
hisstudies. He got married
inTexason August28and

subsequentlyreturnedto
Lowell. Twodaysago, he
wasfounddeadinthebedr-
oomofhishome. Thecause
ofhisdeathremainsunk-
nown. Amanullah Khan,
anofficial from the Majlis
Bachao Tehreek (MBT)
organization, hasappealed
tothe Union Ministry of
External Affairstoassistin
repatriatingMohammed
Jaffer’sbodytoIndia.

Assam Speaker Ranjeet Kumar Dass prays
for PMModi's good healthin Cape Town

SOUTHAFRICA: Assam
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Ranjeet Kumar Dass visited
the Hindu Sewa Samaj Vishnu
Templein Cape Town's Gates-
villeand offered prayersfor the
goodhealth of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

It was PM Modi’s 76th
birthday on Thurday. Dassis
currentlyinSouth Africatoat-
tendthe 69th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference,
beingheldin Cape Town from
September 13to 19. Earlier,
on Thursday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed gr-
atitudeto leadersfromacross
theworldfortheirwishesonthe
occasion of his 76th birthday.

InaseriesofpostsonX,
PM Modithankedthe World
Health Organisation (WH-
O) Chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni,
Bhutanese Prime Minister Ts-
hering Tobgay and Dominica’s
President Roosevelt Skerrit.
President Droupadi Murmu
alsoextended birthday gree-
tingsto Prime Minister Modi,
referringto his 25 yearsof public
serviceand his contributionto
goodgovernanceandinclusive
development. Prime Minister
Narendra Modiwasborn in
1950to Hiraba and Damod-
ardas Modiin Vadnagarin
Gujarat’s Mehsana district.
OnMay 26,2014, hetook the
oathas the Prime Minister of
India, becomingthefirst Prime
Ministertobeborn after India
attained Independence.

TheBharatiyaJanata Party
(BJP)isorganisingthe ‘Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan’acrossthe

country from September 17
to October 17tomark Prime
Minister Modi’s birthday,
withaseries of servicee~orie-
nted programmesand publzc
outreach initiatives. Ahead
ofthe 69th Commonwealth |
Parliamentary Conference,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
chaired ahighe>level briefing
meetingtoreview preparati-
onsand emphasisedtherole
of the Indian delegation in
discussions, accordingtoan
officialrelease. Heurged all
members of the delegation
toactively participatein the
sessions and workshops. He
emphasised that members
should articulatetheir views
effectively duringdiscussions
sothat Indias nationalinterests
andviewpointscan bestrongly
presented and safeguarded on
theglobalstage.
Hespecificallyunderscored
thatIndiasactive participati-
oninsuchglobalforafurther
strengthens the scope of our
parliamentary traditions
and democraticvalues. Ad-
ditionally, heinstructed all
memberstostrictly maintain
punctualityand discipline in
all meetings and negotiations
duringthe conference, ensuring
that the country’s delegation
setsanexemplary standard.
Themain conference theme
hasbeen set as: “Strengthe-
ning International Law and
Parliamentary Democracy
ina Changing World Order:
Commonwealth Leadership,”
underwhich deliberationsare
takingplaceregardingtherole
of parliamentsinthe changing
globallandscape.
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Duringthe meeting, the
agendaforsixkey Common-
wealth Parliamentary Confe-
rence(CPC)workshopsfor the
Indian delegation wasoutlined.
Theseworkshops cover critical
subjectsincluding promoting
interéparliamentary dialogue
forinclusiveand fairtradein
diverseeconomies, accessible
parliamentsand inclusion for
personswithdisabilities, parli-
amentaryleadership in prom-
otingclimate adaptationand
resilience, artificialintelligence
(Al)inparliaments (current
applications, prospects, and
implementation strategies),
protectinghumanrightsand
promotingpeace, and posterl-
egislativescrutiny, therelease
stated. Inaddition to themain
sessions, a Youth Roundtable
focused on “Rebuilding Youth
Trustand Participationin De-
mocracy” anda CPA General
Assemblydebatewerescheduled
tobeheld. Furthermore, un-
der the 10th Commonwealth
Women Parliamentarians
(CWP) Conference, fourspecial
workshopsbased onthetheme
“Making Gender Sensitivity
an Institutional Mandate:
Ethics, accountability, and
structural change”toserveas
major highlights ofthe event.

Tragedyin Sivakasi: Woman Dies After
Gettlng Caughtin Cutting Machine

SIVAKASI lA woman traglcallylost her
lifeafter getting caughtinacuttingmachine
in Sivakasi. Pandiyammal, aresident of Si-
vakasi,wasemployedatalocal paperboard
manufacturing unit, where she worked on
acuttingmachine.

odloss. She

While she was working this mor-
ning, her saree accidentally got caug-
htin the machine, pulling her into it.
In the accident, Pandiyammal’s arm
was severed, resulting in severe blo-

tragicallydied atthe scene.

Uponreceiving information about the
incident, the Sivakasi East Police rushed
tothelocation, recovered Pandiyammal’s
body,andsentitto the Sivakasi Government
Hospital forapost&mortem examination.
Thepolicehavelaunched aninvestigation
intothe matter. Theincidenthascauseda

stirinthearea.
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India, Nepal review trade, transitissues at

3

inter governmental meetlng in New Delhi

NEW DELHI:India
and Nepalreviewedawide
rangeoftrade, transitand
connectivityissues during
themeeting oftheIndia-
&Nepal Inter&Govern-
mental Sub&Committee
(IGSC)onTrade, Transit
and Cooperationto Contr-
olUnauthorised Tradeheld
inNew Delhion September
16&17,accordingtothe
Ministryof Commerceand
Industry.

Thelndian delegation
wasledbyJoint Secretary,
Departmentof Commerce,
Ujjwal Kumar Ghosh, while
the Nepalidelegation was
ledbyJoint Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Industry, Comm-
erceand Supplies, Buddha
Bahadur Gurung. Senior
officialsfromthe concer-
ned ministriesand depa-
rtmentsofboth countries
participatedinthe meeting.

TheIGSCservesasan
institutional mechanism
for detailed examination
oftradeandtrade&related
issuesandforfacilitating
bilateraltradeand transit,
theministrysaid.

Duringthemeeting,
bothsidesdiscussed mar-
ketaccess, Customsand tr-
adefacilitation, standards,
foodsafety, phytosanitary
measures, pharmaceutica-
Is,medicaldevices, AYUSH
products,borderinfrast-
ructure,andrailandroad
connectivity.

Thetwosidesconsid-
ered measurestofacilitate
greater marketaccess for
Indianand Nepaliprodu-
cts,includingagricultural
and dairyproducts,food
products, pharmaceuti-
cals,medicaldevicesand

AYUSH products. They
alsodiscussed strengthen-
ing Customs cooperation
throughmeasuressuchas
pre&arrival exchange of
information, electronic
verification of Certificates
of Origin, Customs auto-
mationand digitalisation.
Thediscussionsfocused on
facilitatinglegitimatetrade
whilestrengthening mech-
anismsto ensure complian-
cewithapplicablerulesand
preventmisuse of prefere-
ntialtradearrangements,
accordingtothepressrelea-
se. Transitand connectivity
alsofeatured prominently,
withbothsidesreviewing
railand road connectivity,
freightmovement, Inte-
grated Check Postsand
land&portinfrastructure.
Thetwosidesdiscussed
improvingthe utilisation of
existinginfrastructureand
addressing operational bot-
tlenecksaffectingbilateral
andtransittrade.

Indiaand Nepalalso
welcomed continued coo-
perationinstandards,food
safety, plant quarantineand
conformityassessment,
includinginstitutional coo-
perationand capacity&bui-
lding initiatives.

Bothsidesemphasis-
ed continued cooperation
amongrelevantagenciesto
facilitatelegitimate cross-
&bordertradeandaddress
issuesrelated tounauthor-
isedtradeand commercial
fraud. The meetingwasheld
inacordialand construct-
iveatmosphere, withboth
sidesagreeing to maintain
closeengagementthrough
established institutional
mechanismsandpursue

time&boundfol-
low&up onissues
requiring further
technical exami-
nation.Indiaand
Nepalshareclose
historical, cultural
andeconomicties,
withIndiaremain-
ing Nepal’slargest
trading partnerand
animportantsource
ofinvestment, the
ministrysaid.

Thedevelopme-
ntscomeas Nepal’s
Finance Minister Swarnim
Wagleisonathree&day
visitto Delhistarting Thu-
rsday. On Thursday, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman metNepal’s
Finance Minister Swarnim
Waglein New Delhitodis-
cussbilateraleconomicties
andIndia’scommitmentto
supportingNepal’sflood
recoveryandrehabilitati-
onefforts. Thehigh&level
meetingtook place during
Wagle'sfirst official visit to
Indiasinceassumingoffice
asNepal’s Finance Minister.
India’s Foreign Secretary
andtheSecretaryofthe
Departmentof Economic
Affairsalsoattended the
discussions.

Expressing sympathy
overthedestruction caused
byrecentnatural calamit-
iesinNepal, the Ministry
of Financesaidinapost
onX, “FM Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman conveyed her
condolencesonthelossof
livesintherecentfloodsin
Nepal,and conveyed India’s
continued supportfor Nep-
al’srecoveryandrebuilding
efforts” Theministrynoted
thatthe dialogue centred

on “the iinp actofthefloods

and Nepals priorities for
reconstructionandre-
habilitation”. The Nepalide-
legationacknowledged the
promptassistance provided
byNew Delhi. “Dr Wagle
thanked the Union Finance
Minister for India’s support
and expressed appreciation
fortheassistanceextended
byIndia,includingrelief
suppliesand technical su-
pportforrescueandrelief
efforts,”itadded.
Beyonddisasterresp-
onse, both finance mini-
stersdiscussedkeyareas
ofbilateral collaboration,
focusingoninfrastructure
and cross&border connect-
ivitytostrengthen econo-
micties. “Thediscussions
covered strengtheningof
bilateral economictiesin
variousareas,aswellasinit-
iativestoenhance connect-
ivity for deepeningoftrade,
investmentsand people-
&to&peopleexchanges.”
“Bothsidesemphasised
theimportance of further
strengthening thetradeand
economicpartnership bet-
weenIndiaand Nepal” Fo-
llowingthebilateral talks,
Charge d’Affaires Surendra

Thapahostedadinnerin
honour of thevisiting Nep-
aliFinance Ministerin the
national capital. The Emb-
assyofNepalinIndiasaid
inapostonXthatduringan
interaction with diplomatic
staff, Wagle “exchanged vi-
ewswith Embassy officials
on Nepal&Indiaeconomic
relationsand encouraged
them to continue working
proactivelyto furtherstren-
gthenbilateraleconomic
engagement.” Ahead of
Nepal Finance Minister
Swarnim Wagle’sarrival

in Delhion Thursday, the
Nepal Ministry of Finan-
ceoutlined the purpose of
histhree&dayvisit, which
includesabilateral meeting
with External Affairs Mini-
ster SJaishankar.

TheNepal Ministry of
FinancesaidinanXpostth-
atWagleisonathree&day
visitand “willhold meet-
ingswithIndian Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
manand Foreign Minister
DrSJaishankar”

“Post&disaster recon-
structionandbilateral eco-
nomiccooperationwillbe
the main topics ofthevisit,”
the ministrysaid.

Mandatory CCTV Surveillance in Pharmacies Proposed

to Monitor Sales Without Doctor’s Prescriptions
Recommendation by the Union Ministry of Health

NEW DELHI: The Union
Ministry of Health hasrec-
ommended making CCTV
surveillance mandatoryin
pharmaciesacross the co-
untry to prevent the sale of
ScheduleH,H1,and X drugs
withoutvalid prescriptions.
Some pharmacies sellmedi-
cations—includingsleeping
pillsand painkillers—without
adoctor’sprescription. These
drugsare often misused for
intoxication or for suicide

attempts. Consequently,
the Ministryhasproposed
mandatory CCTV surve-
illance to curb such sales.
Inastatementregarding
this, the Ministrynoted that
mandatory CCTV surveill-
anceisbeingrecommended
asanadditional regulatory
measure to strengthen the

monitoringofthesaleand .

miﬂu [ —

distribution of Schedule H, objections andsuggestions this proposal. Comments

HI1,and Xdrugs.

from stakeholders and the

andrecommendations may

The Ministry hasinvited generalpublicconcerning besenttothe DeputySecret-

ShivSena’s Novel Protest to
Curb Stray Dog Menace
A

=i

NASHIK: A protest organized by ShivSena to demand action
against the stray dogmemce in Nashik has goneviral online.
Thenuisance caused by stray dogs has escalated in Nashik,
Maharashtra. Amidst this situation, Vikram Randhave,
the district chiefofthe Shiv Sena (UBT) youth wing, vis-
ited the office of Dheeraj Bamre, the Chief Officer of the
Niphad Nagar Panchayat, and released dogs onto his desk.
Explainingthe move, Randhavestated, “The straydog po-
pulationin Nashik has risen. [have been repeatedly urging
Niphad Nagar Panchayat Chief Officer Dheeraj Bamre
to take measures to control them for the past six months.”
“A child was bitten by a dog, yet no action was taken. Con-
sequently, Ireleased two dogs onto his desk. Thisis a final
warning; ifactionis not taken within eight days, we will bring

evenmoredogs,”headded.

ary (Drugs) of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welf-
areor to the emailaddress
drugsdiv&mohfw@gov.in.
Schedule Hdrugsare those
thatcanbesold onlyagainsta
valid prescription fromareg-
istered medical practitioner;
Schedule H1 isasub&cate-
goryofthis, while Schedule
X comprisesdrugsthatare
habit&forming,including
psychotropicand narcotic
substances.

India Affirms Continued Crude Oil

Imports from Russia Response to US
Move toImpose 100% Tariffs

NEW DELHI: Indiahas
stated thatitwill continueto
procurecrudeoilfromvarious
countries, includingRussia, to
meetthenationsen-
ergyrequirements.
Abillimposingsa-
nctionson Russia
andIranhasbeen
passedinthe United
States. Thislegisla- - 7
tionempowers US
President Donald
Trump toimpose =
customsduties ofup to 100%
onthetop fiveimporters of
Russian oil: China, India,
Slovakia, Hungary,and Az-
erbaijan.

The bill will come in-
to effectonceitissentto
the President for appro-

-

val and signed into law.
Regardingthis, the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs
stated: Indiaremains com-

mitted tomeetingtheenergy
needsofits 1.4billion people.
Crudeoilprocurement from
various countrieswillcontinue

based on market conditions.
Allnecessarymeasures will
betakento safeguard the co-
untry’stradeand economic

interests. The government
will workin coordination
withIndianindustrybodies
toaddresstheimpactofthese
developments. Rus-
siaisIndia’sprimary
crudeoilsupplier.In
— July,Russiaaccoun-
 tedfor51.

1 percent of
India’s total cr-
ude oil imports.
Thisfigure exceeds
thecombined supply
fromthe United ArabEmira-
tes, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela,
Brazil,Oman,and the United
States. However, Indiaisincr-
easingits purchasesfromthe
United Statesand Venezuela
aspartofanefforttodiversify
itsenergysourcing
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Unveiling of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Wax Statue

?@7

N

statue of Prime Minister
S ? E Modiwasunveiled yest-

KOLKATA: Awax

erdayatthe WestBengal
BJPheadquarterstomark
hisbirthday.
Yesterday marked Prime
Minister NarendraMod-
s 76thbirthday. Additi-
onally,hehascompleted
25consecutiveyearsin
publicoffice,havingser-
vedasthe ChiefMinister
of Gujaratandas Prime

Minister. Tocommemorate
this, the BJP organized va-
riousspecial eventsacross

the country.
Awaxstatue of the Pr-
ime Minister wasunveiled
attheparty’sheadquarters
inKolkata, West Bengal.
Sushanta Ray, thesculptor
who created the statue, said,
“Itwasmylong&held dre-
amto createawax statue of
Prime Minister Modi. The
statueismade of waxand

ironandstands5.7 feettall.
Togiveitadistinctivelook,
ThavedresseditinaBengali
*dhoti*and *kurta*.
Ittooktwomonthsto
createthisstatue.
Imodeledthestatuebased
onthePrime Minister-
‘sappearanceduringthe
celebrationsheld atthe BJP
headquartersin Delhifoll-
owingtheparty’svictoryin
the West Bengal Assembly
elections”

Indla Bhlflitan welcomeRs4000 crore Line of Credit

forenergy pro;ectsdurmg EAM Jalshankar svisit

NEW DELHI: India
and Bhutan welcomedthe {
signingofanagreementona §

concessional Line of Credit |

of INR4,000croreforenergy
projectsin Bhutan during
External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar’s official visit
tothe country,accordingto
ajointpressreleaseissued
by the Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA).
Aspertheofficial press
releaseissued on Friday, Jai-
shankar paidan official visit
toBhutan from September [
16to 18attheinvitationof
Bhutanese Foreign Affairs
and External Trade Minister
DNDhungyel. Duringthevisit,
thetwo ministersreviewedall
aspectsofbilateral coopera-
tionaswellasregionaland
internationalissues of mutual
importanceand expressed
satisfaction with progress
intheIndia&Bhutanenergy
partnership. The two sides
recalledrecentdevelopments
inenergy cooperation, inclu-
dingtheinaugurationofthe
1020 MW Punatsangchhu&II
Hydroelectric Projectand the
signingofits Tariff Protocol,
aswellasthe resumption of
dam constructionofthe 1200
MW Punatsangchhu&I Hy-
droelectric Project.

Theyalsowelcomedthe
activeengagementofIndian
companiesin hydropower
projectsin Bhutan, which
thetwo sides said wasadd-
ingdynamism to existing
energy cooperation. Thetwo
ministersjointlyinaugurated
orlaunchedseveral develo-
pment projects,including
the 65&bedded Gyaltsuen
Jetsun Pema Mother and
Child Hospitalin Mongar,
theJaganathan Bridgeonthe
Samdrup Jongkhar&Trashig-
angHighwayand the 500kW
LunanaHydropower Project.

Thetwosidesalsowelc-
omedthehanding over of54
electricvehiclestothe Royal
Governmentof Bhutanandthe

transfer of43 ]ersey cows from
Indiato the National Cattle
BreedingCentrein Bumtha-
ng,the MEA said. Jaishankar
reaffirmed India’s supportfor
Bhutan'sdevelopmental goals
and priorities, while Bhutan
appreciated Indiassupportfor
programmes underits 13th
Five Year Plan (2024&29).
Thetwosidesalso disc-
ussed the GelephuMindfu-
Iness City, trade and transit,
cross&border connectivity,
digital paymentsand space
cooperation. Indiareaffirmed
itscommitmentto establish
anImmigration Check Post
atHatisarin Assam to facil-
itatemovementofinvestors
andvisitorsto Gelephu. The

two sides alsonoted
progressonthe Gele-
phu&Kokrajharand
Samtse&Banarhatcros-
s&borderraillinks. The
ministerswelcomedthe
operationalisation of
aUPI&based facility
enabling Bhutane-
senationals to make
digital paymentsin
IndiausingBhutanese
mobileapplications.
Theyalsowelco-
med cooperationin
education, including
doublingthe number
of Bhutanese students
eligibleunder the Indian Co-
uncil for Cultural Relations
scholarship from30to60and
increasingseatsunder the Na-
landa University Scholarship
Schemefrom30to55.India
thanked Bhutan forits sup-
portforIndia’scandidature
foranon&permanentseaton
the United Nations Security
Council for the 2028&2029
term, while Indiawelcomed
Bhutan’s ratification of the
Framework Agreement of
the International Big Cat
Alliance. Jaishankaralsoin-
vited the Bhutanese Foreign
Affairsand External Trade
Minister tovisitIndiaathis
earliestconvenience.

Escalationin Saudi-Houthi

RIYADH: Fivepeople
havelosttheirlivesinthe

Meanwhile, duringthe
standoffbetweenthe US

4 andIran, Houthirebels op-

Houth1 rebels hold control
overseveralareas,includ-

o cratingin Yemenlaunched

attackson Saudi Arabia.In

| retaliation, Saudi Arabia

struck Houthi-controlled
areasin Yemen. Further-
more, clashesbetween
Yemenigovernmentforces

conflictbetween SaudiAra- ingthe Yemeni capital, and Houthirebelshave
biaand Houthirebels. Sanaa.lranprovidesvar-  intensified overthepastfew
A conflicthaspersistedfor  iousformsofassistance, weeks.

yearsin Yemenbetween includingweaponry,tothe  Asthecivilwarescalates,
governmentforcesand Houthirebels. Amidstthe ~ Houthirebelsarecapturing

Houthirebels. In this civil
war, Saudi Arabia supports
the governmentforces,
whileIransupportsthe
Houthirebels.

long-standingadversarial
relationshipbetween Iran

and Saudi Arabia,bothna-

tionsareengagedinaproxy

conflictin Yemen.

territories previouslyheld
by Yemenigovernment
forces. They continueto
launchattackson Saudi
Arabia, drawingretaliatory

= Conflict; 5Dead

strikesfromthe Kingdom.
The conflictbetween the
twosideshasheightened
tensionsacrossthe Middle
East.

Inarecentincident, Houthi
rebelslaunched missileand
droneattacksyesterdayon
thecity of Taif, located in
southeastern Saudi Arabia.
Onepersonwaskilled,and
two otherssustained seri-
ousinjuriesin theattack.
Similarly, Saudi Arabia
launchedanattackonthe
cityof Taizin Yemen, which
isunderthe control of
Houthirebels. Fourpeople,
includingthreechildren,
losttheirlivesintheattack.

16 yearold girl gang raped in Delhi; Stabbed
to death (stabbed more than six times)

NEW DELHI: A shock-
ingincidenthascome
tolightin Delhiwhere
al6-year-old girlwas
gang-rapedandstabbed
todeath—sustaining over
sixstabwounds—aftershe
wenttomeetafriend.
Thedecomposedbody of
the 16-year-old girlwas
discovered on September
13inanopenareanear
Kushak Roadin Delhi’s
Swaroop Nagarlocality.
Shehad gonetomeeta

17-year-oldboyknownto
heron September 10.
Investigationsrevealed
thatthe perpetrators
gang-rapedthegirlinsidea fourindividualsincon-

tempovehicle,stabbed her
sixtimes,and dumped her
bodyinthebushes.
DelhiPolicehavearrested

nectionwith theincident,
includinga 19-year-old
mannamed Shivamand
three minors. Police
identified the suspicious
tempovehicleafteranalyz-
ingfootage from over 50
CCTV camerasinthearea.
Allfouraccused were
arrested within72hours.
Theknivesusedinthe
murderhavealsobeen
seized. The Delhi Police
areconductingathorough
investigation.

Local 18.09.2026 0utStatlon 19.09.2026
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The Union M|n|sterofHeaIth & FamllyWeIfare and Chemlcals & Fertilizers, Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda
launchesthe ‘Quality and Safety Handbook: AGuide to Policies, Protocols and Patient Safety’ on the occa-
sion of World Patient Safety Day—2026 at Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, in New Delhi.

London Investments and New Projects

Chief MinisterVijay Holds Consultations

CHENNALI Chief
Minister Vijayisholding
consultations todayregar-
dinginvestmentsand new
projectsfrom London.
Havingtraveledto London
toattractindustrialinves-
tments to Tamil Nadu, Ch-
iefMinister Vijay visited
therenowned Silverstone
motorracingcircuitonthe
12th. Toimplementthean-
nouncementregardingthe
establishment ofaworld&-
classmotorsportscityin
Tamil Nadu, he personally
inspectedthe ‘Race Contr-
ol’andtrackareasthere.

Onthe 14th,inthe
presence of Chief Minis-
ter Vijay, Memoranda of

MOSCOW: Russia is
deeply engaged in the war
with Ukraine. Ukrainian
droneattacks have damaged
Russian oilrefineries, leading

Understanding (MoUs)
andlettersregardingnew
industrialinvestments
weresignedin London.
Theseagreements—
coveringsectorssuchas
automotive component
manufacturing, resea-
rchanddevelopment,
renewable energy, power
infrastructure equipme-
nt,and Global Capability
Centers—secured inve-
stmentstotaling¥15,300
croreand paved the way for
creatingdirectand indir-
ectemploymentforover
10,000 people.
Againstthisbackdr-
op, Chief Minister Vijayis
currently consulting with

foasevereeconomiccrisis
inthe country.
Despite this challeng-
' ingsituation, parliamen-
taryelections are set to
takeplacein Russia over three
days, startingtoday (Friday).
Political analysts believe that
a 100percentvictoryfor Pres-

B T T P Ny e

ministersand 0ﬁ’ic1als on
operationalizing theseinv-
estmentagreements worth
315,300 crore. Heisalso
discussing procedures for
the expansion of the break-
fastscheme (scheduled for
the22nd)and thelaunch of
the “Thaimaman Than-
gaMothiram’ (Maternal

ident Putin’s ‘United Russia’
partyisvirtually assuredin
thiselection. Thisis becausethe
Putinadministration took the
drasticstep of revokingthelegal
recognition of ‘Yabloko’—the
only opposition party that
hadvoiced dissent against
the war. Furthermore, key

Uncle’s Gold ng) scheme
(scheduled for the 25th).
Under thisscheme,aon-
e&gramgoldringistobe
giftedtobabiesbornin
governmenthospitals; the
ChiefMinisteris consu-
Iting officials regarding
thedateand venuefor the
launch of thisinitiative.

Parliamentary Elections
in Russia Begin Today

leaders who criticized the war
have beensidelined, either by
beingimprisoned or forced
into exile. Even amidst public
discontent, itis certain that
Putinwill once again secure
control of the parliament
through the sheer strength of
his authority.

By 2030, Indiawillemerge as the global hub
withthe largestnumber of developers

M1crosoft Chairmanand CEO SatyaNadella

& |

Nadellahasstated that
Indiawillemergeas
the globalhub with
thelargestdeveloper
communityby2030.
A conference titl-
ed IDEAS4INDIA;
bringing together
technology CEOs
from Indiaandthe
~US,washeldin Se-

~ . attle. More than 40
= CEOsandtechnology

-
SEATTLE: Microsoft
Chairmanand CEO Satya

, expertsofIndian or-
' igin—representing
leading companies

suchas Amazon,OpenAl,and

Anthropic—participatedin
the event. Microsoft Chair-
manand CEO SatyaNadella
attended asaspecial guest.
Speakingattheevent, hesaid,
“Itakeprideinwitnessing the
growth ofthe Seattle techn-
ology community over the
past35years.

Tamdelighted toseeitstr-
engtheningitstieswith India.
Alisageneral&purposetec-
hnology;itsbenefitsdepend
onhowwidelyitisadopted
acrossthenations,commu-
nities,and sectorsinvolved.”
Hepraised India'shuman cap-

ital, stating thatthe countryis
poisedtoemergeasthehome
totheworld’slargest deve-
loper community by 2030.
Microsofthasannouncedan
investmentof$17.5billionin
India—itslargestinvestment
in Asia—spanningtheperiod
from 202602029, focused on
cloudand Alinfrastructure
aswellasskill development.
Similarly, Amazon plansto
investatotal of $48 billion
between2026and 2030, wh-
ichincludestheexpansion of
AWS datacentersin Mumbai
and Hyderabad.

The deathtoll fromthe floodsinNepal has
risento 1,410, 6,145 people are missing

== ,—W

search and rehef operatlons areongoing

KATHMANDU:
The death toll from the &=
devastatingflashfloods &
inNepalhasrisento1,410.
Searchoperationsforthe
6,145missingpersonsand
reliefeffortsare ongoing. ;
On August26,our neig-
hboring country,Nepal,
suffered severe damage
duetomassivefloodsand
landslidestriggered by thebu-
rstingofahigh&altitudelake
in Chinese&controlled Tibet.
Affectedareasacross Nepal
weresubmergedinsiltand
mud washed inbythefloo-
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dwaters
Effortstorescuetho-
setrappedinthedebrisare
continuing. The death to-
Ilhasnowreached 1,410.
Search operations for the
6,145missingindividualsand

© * 77 reliefactivities
= are underway.
Security forces
areactivelyeng-
agedinintensive
4 rescueoperatio-

ns;sofar, 13,756

= Relatives

who have lost
theirloved onesin the fl-
oodsarein deep distress.
Similarly, 305 tourists from
Tamil Nadu were strand-
ed; while220 havebeenre-
scued, 85 remain missing.

Their familiesareinastate
ofanxiety dueto thelackof
information regardingtheir
whereabouts. Thesearch for
those missingin the Nepal
floodscontinues, with three
officialsstationed in Kathm-
anduto overseethe process.
Themobilenumbersofthe
missing personsarelinkedto
various governmentservices,
causingfurther complications
fortheir families. Relatives
are facing difficulties, such
asbeingunabletobookgas
cylindersorwithdrawmoney
frombanks.
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