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India has achieved tremendous progress
across all environment-related sectors

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Modi stated that
Indiahasachieved treme-
ndous progressacrossall
environment&related se-
ctorsover thepast 12 years.
Helaunched the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) mo-
bileapp, designed to enable
lawyers and the general
publicto easilyaccessinfor-
mationregardingthe status
ofenvironmental casesand
the Green Tribunal’s caselist.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Speakingat the event, he
said: Indiahasbannedsi-
ngle&use plastics.
Overthelast12years,
Indiahas madeimmense
stridesinallareas concerning
theenvironment. We have
placedsignificantemphasis
onrenewableenergy, which
hasplayedacrucial rolein
environmental protection.

Indiaisthe only G20 nation
tohave fulfilled the pledges
madeat the Paris summ-
itahead of the stipulated
deadline.
Priorto2014,0nly 3,000
electricvehicles were so-
ld annuallyin India. Last
year, 2.5 million (251akh)
electric vehicles were sol-
d—anincredible growth.

This benefits our enviro-
nment.

The FASTag system has
significantly reduced wait-
ingtimesattoll plazasand
lowered fuel costs. Initia-
tives such asthe Interna-
tional Solar Alliance and
the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructu-
re have been established.
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LAHORE: The death
tollfrom the suicide attack
in Pakistan hasrisento 31.
The District Police Headquar-
tersislocated in the city of
Kohat,in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. A

mosque—aplace ofIslamlc

worship—is situated within
thesamebuilding complex.
Yesterday (Friday), Muslims
were performingreligious
prayersatthe mosque when
avehicle packed with ex-

ploswes rammed into the
building and detonated.
Subsequently, terrorists
whohadbeenlyingin wait
stormed the mosque and
the police headquarters,
openingfire.

Combined Operatioﬁl Reviewand Evaluation (CORE)Programme 2026 conclude atManekshaw Centre,
inNew Delhi.

Pakistan Suicide Attack
Death Toll Rlses to 31

Initialreportsindicat-
ed that 16 people had lost

= theirlivesin theattack.
™ The death toll has since

| : @

risento 31,and more than
100 people have sustained
severeinjuries.
Officialsstated that 16
ofthedeceased were police
personnel. Meanwhile, se-
curityforceshavereported

& thatsome terroristsremain

holed up inside the police
headquartersbuilding, and
aconfrontationisongoing.
Meanwhile, the terrorist
group ‘Ittehad-ul-Mujahi-
deen Pakistan’—a splinter
group of the Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan—has claimed re-
sponsibility for this terrorist
attack.

US President Trump signed an
orderimposing a100% tariff on
five countries, including India

WASHINGTON: US
President Trump has signed
alawauthorizingtheimpo-
sition ofa 100% tariffon five

countries,including India.
The outbreak of the Rus-g
sia&Ukraine warledtoa wy

global shortage of crudeoil.

Subsequently, Russi
hasbeen supplying crud
oilatdiscountedrates, pr-
omptingIndiato continue
purchasinglarge quantities
from Russia. The UShasbe-
entaking various measures

targeting Russia’s energy
sector to inflict economic
pressure on the country.
In this context, a billemp-
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owerlng US President
Trump toimposea 100%
tariff on five nations—
including India—was
passed by the USHouse
of Representatives wi-
thavote of262to 159.
Thisbill wasintroduced
with two objectives: im-
posing directsanctions
onRussiaand penalizing
countries thatindirectly
fund the Ukraine war by co-
ntinuingto trade with Russia
andbolsteringitseconomy.

Accordingly, thebillauthor-
izestheimposition ofa100%
customs duty on exports
from the top five countries
inthe world that purchase
large volumes of crude oil
and natural gas from Russia.
Following the House’sapp-
roval, President Trump has
now signed thebillinto law.
Consequently, the 100% ta-
riffisexpected tocomeinto
effect for the five countries,
includingIndia, within the
next 30 days.

The Biofuel Alliance and
similarinitiatives reflect
India’s commitment to the
environment. Before 2014,
metrorail services existed
in only five Indian cities,
withatotal networklength
oflessthan 250 kilometers.
Today, metrorail services
spanningover 1,000 kilom-
etersare operational across

20 cities. Railway electrif-
ication effortshave helped
us save crores ofliters of
diesel, which hasalsobe-
nefited the environment.
Our growthisbothrapid
and sustainable.

“Today, work on an
unprecedented scaleis
beingundertakeninthe

aswell. 1.5 crore water harv-
water conservationsector estingstructureshavebeen said Prime Minister Modi.

created across the country,”

Chennai Airport: CM Vijay writes to PM Modi
seeking transferto prlvate management

CHENNATI: Reports I
indicate that Chief Min-
ister Vijay has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modirequestingthatthe -
management of Chenna
Airportbehanded ov-
er to adifferent entity. ;
According to a report §
published byan English #-
daily, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernmenthasexpressed
dissatisfaction with certain
shortcomingsin the curr-
entoperations of Chennai
Airportandhastakenthe
stance thatachangeinma-
nagementisnecessary. Chief
Minister Joseph Vijay wrote

R

to Prime M1n1ster Modi rega-
rding this matterlast August.
Theletter stated, “Tamil Na-
ducontinuestobealeading
stateinattractingindustrial
investments.
World&classairportint-

rastructureand management
arecrucial forindustrialand
investment growth. Chennai
Airportneedstoimproveacr-
ossthreekeyareas: passenger
volume, aircraftmovement,
and cargo handling capacity.

Asastatethatattractssignif-

| icantindustrialinvestment,

~ thatmeetshigh standards;
J therefore, the currentopera-

tor—the Airports Authority
ofIndia—shouldbereplaced
with a different operator.”

8 Inessence, the Tamil Nadu
i government’s moveto cha-
o ngetheairport’soperatoris

fundamentallyastep towards
privatizing the facility.

Thisactionreportedly
follows the state governme-
nt’sdecisiontoabandonthe
proposedairportprojectat
Parandurin Kancheepuram
district.

No Pension Needed: High Court
Judge Donates X1.01 Crore

A Moving Gesture on Retirement Day

BHOPAL: Madhya
Pradesh High Court
Judge Avanindra Kumar
Singh,whoretired the
daybeforeyesterday, has
madeatouchinggesture by
announcingthedonation
ofhisentireretirement
benefitofI1.01 croreto
the Prime Minister’s Relief
Fund. Healsoannounced
thatbothhisand his wife’s
bodieswouldbe donated to
amedical college.
Avanindra Kumar Singh
servedasajudgeatthe
Madhya Pradesh High
Courtandretired theday
beforeyesterday. A farewell
ceremonywasheld, at-
tendedbyJustice Singh, his
wifeIndiraSingh,and their
family. During theevent,
Justice Singh movedevery-
onepresentbyannouncing
thathewould donatehis
entireretirementbenefit—
amountingto31.01 crore—
tothe Prime Minister’s
ReliefFund. He further
stated thatbothhisbody
andthatofhiswife, Indira
Singh, wouldbedonated to
amedical college. Speaking
onthematter, Avanindra
Kumar Singh said, “Ibelieve
thattrueserviceto God

liesnotjustin worship, but
incaringforalltheliving
beingsand creations—
greatand small—that He

W,

tothe PMCARESFundto
aidinthenation’sdevelop-
ment.” “MywifeandIare

pensioners. Wedecided to

AN e

hasplaced onthisearth.
Whatisthe pointofliving
solelyforoneself? Guided
bythis principle, we wish
tocontributetosociety.
Consequently, mywifeand
Thavedecidedtodonateour
bodiestoamedical college
forstudents’ studiesafter
we passaway. We formally
registered for thisbody
donation two daysago.
Furthermore, calculations
indicatethatIamentitled
toX1.01croreinretirement
benefits (GPF or General
ProvidentFund).Iam
donatingthisentiresum

contribute our savingsto
thetask ofnation-building
ratherthanleavingthemto
our heirs. Thisis crucial be-
causethePM CARES Fund
isutilized foremergency
reliefassistanceacrossthe
country. Thisisjustthebe-
ginning for me, nottheend.
Tamsettostartanewchap-
terafter retirementand
willbeworkingonanew
platform,” hesaid. Retired
Judge Avanindra Kumar
Singhhasannounced that
heisdonatinghisretire-
mentbenefitstothe PM
CARESFund. PMCARES

stands for ‘Prime Minis-
ter’s Citizen Assistance
andReliefin Emergency
Situations. Thisfundisused
toprovideassis-
tanceandrelief
& tothepublic
duringemer-

" gencies,suchas
% the coronavirus
pandemicand
natural disas-
ters. Avanindra
Kumar Singh,
whohailsfrom
Uttar Pradesh,
hasdonated
notonlyhis
ownbodyand
hiswife’sbodytoamedical
collegebuthasalsocon-
tributed hisretirement
benefits—amountingto
%1.01 crore—tothecause.
HewasbornonSeptember
18,1964, in Etah district.
HecompletedhisB.Sc.and
LL.B.degreesandpracticed
asalawyer. Hebecamea
judgeattheageof37,join-
ingserviceasaCivil Judge
(ClassII) onMay31,1990.
Itisnoteworthythathe
servedinthejudiciaryfor
37yearsandhasnowretired
asajudgeofthe Madhya
Pradesh High Court.
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Today horoscope

~Youwillaccomplish tasks threugh clear-
communication. Ego clasheswillberesolved,
fostering greater harmonybetween spouses.
Youwillsettle outstandingbankloans. Youwill
find peace of mind at workandachieve success
inbusinessby employing new strategies.

Bewillingto compromise with family
members. Itisadvisable to pay closeattention to
yourhealth. Youwillreceive special recognition

atfunctionsinyourhometown. Maintainaco-

operativerelationship with business partners.

Expectsomerunningaroundorhecticactivity
attheworkplace.

Meetinginfluential people maybringabout
changesinyourlife. Yourinterestinyogaand
spirituality willgrow. Maintaining composureat
workwillbebeneficial. Business will flourish,
andemployeeswillbe helpful.

Tasks thathadbeen stalled willreach
completion today. Youwillbenefitfromyour
brothers. Your mind willbe drawn towards
spirituality. Youwilllearn the nuances of your
trade. Work-related travelislikely,and youwill -t
receivesupportfromyoursuperiors.

Youwillmove pastastate of uncertaintyand
~makebold decisions. Youwill receive support
‘fromyour maternalrelatives. You willmake

effortstosellancestral property, suchasahouse,
aplotofland, oragriculturalland. Youwillun-
dertake out-of-town trips for business purposes

and meetkeyofficials.

Youwill find solutions tolong-standing problems.
Confusionwill clear,and happiness will prevail in the family.

Children willbehave responsibly. Youwillhave the

‘,,ﬂ Q,‘ opportunity tomeet prominentfiguresina

professional context. Youwillreceive supportfrom

employeesinyourbusiness.

Youwillmakeimportantdecisionsafter

consultingtrusted individuals. Harmony

between husband and wifewillincrease. Friends (28

willvisityour home. Youmay change your

vehicle. Business will pickup momentum. A
superioratworkwillappreciate you.

Youwillvisityour family deity’stemple
withyour family. Your children’s health will
improve. Youwillreplaceavehiclethathad
been causing frequent trouble. Youwill find
newbusiness partners. Youwill receive sup-
portfromyour colleaguesat the workplace.

Practice mutualaccommodation between
husbandand wife. Itisadvisabletoavoid outside
food. Yourancestralhomewill be sold. Youwill
presideoverlocalevents. Youneed tobeattentive
atwork. Business willgain momentum, though
competitionwillincrease.

a2

Hidden opposition will fadeaway. Others
willmarvelatyouractions. Confusion will
vanish, bringing peace to the family. You will
relocateyourbusinesstoanew premises. You
willgaintheupperhandatwork,andasuperior
willappreciateyou.

7

N Auspiciouseventsthatwere previously
stalled willnowbearranged. Youwillhave
agoodflowofmoney. Payattentiontoyour
mother’shealth. Youwill gain the friendship
of peoplein positions ofauthority. Youwill
overcome competitionat work. Business will
yield profits.
Youwillboldly make someimportantdeci-
sions. Maintaina cordial relationship withyour |
neighbors. Your childrenshealth willimprove.
Cashflowwillincrease. Siblings will offer their
support. Youwill see progressinyourbusiness.

India’s First DengueVaccine
‘Qdenga’- Distribution
Rightsto Dr.Reddy's

l@ﬂﬂ
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NEW DELHI: Dr.Reddy’s Laboratoriesand Takeda Pharm-
aceuticalshaveannouncedapartnership tomarketand distri-
bute ‘Qdenga, India’s firstdengue vaccine, within the country.
Speaking on this development, Mahendar Nayak, Head
of Emerging Markets at Takeda, said, “Wereceived mar-
ketingauthorization onlylastJuly.

Under the partnership with Dr. Reddy’s,and in compliance
with prevailing regulatorynorms, both companies will colla-
borate onactivities suchasengaging with medical professio-
nalsand promotingand distributing the vaccine—intended
forboth childrenand adults—in the Indian private market.
Thelong&term goalistoincludethe Qdengadenguevac-
cineinIndia’s publicimmunization program.”

Companieshaveindicated that the ‘Qdenga’ va-
ccineislikely to go onsalein India’s private health-
care market during the firsthalf of 2027. However,
the price of the vaccine hasnotyetbeen determined.
Itisnoteworthy thatthe Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation had previously granted marketing appro-
valfortheuseofthisvaccine forindividualsaged 4 to 60
yearslastJuly.

—— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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Trinamool Congress Name and Symbol
Frozen Mamata Approaches Supreme Court

NEW DELHI: Mamata
Banerjeehasfiledapetition
inthe Supreme Courtchal-
lenging the Election Com-
mission’sdecisiontofreeze
the Trinamool Congress
party’snameand its ‘twin
flowers on grass’ symbol.
The petition, filed by the

factionledbyMamataBan- -

4

erjee, conteststhe Election _
Commissionsorder barring
both the Mamata&led facti-
onandthefactionledby Arup
RoyfromusingthenameAll
India Trinamool Congress’
and the party symbol, and
mandating thatboth sides
selectseparate namesand
symbols for theupcoming
by&elections.

Inher petition, Mamata
Banerjeestates thatthe Ele-
ction Commission failed to
considertheorganizational
structure of the Trinamool
Congress party while eva-
luating the claims made by
both factions. Furthermore,
the petition questions why
the Election Commission

B the Assembly.

placed unduereliance on
documents submitted by
dissident MPsand MLAs,
notingthatdisqualification
petitionsagainstseveral of th-
eselegislatorsarestill pending
beforethe Speaker of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly.
The Mamata&led factionhas
alsofiledaseparatepetitionin
theSupreme Courtalleginga
delaybythe West Bengal As-
sembly Speakerindeciding
ondisqualification petitions
against 10 dissident MLAs.
Additionally, the petition
challengestherecognition
of RitabrataBanerjeeasthe
Leader ofthe Oppositionin

By&elections for the
| NandigramandRejinagar

in West Bengalaresched-
uledfor October 6.In this
election, both the faction
ledby Mamata Banerjee
and thefactionledby Ar-
up Roy staked a claim to
the Trinamool Congress
party’snameandits “twin
flowersongrass” symbol.
Afterboth factionsapproa-
ched the Election Commi-
ssionregarding this matter,
the Commission granted
permission for them to co-
ntesttheby&election using
separatenamesandsymbols.
Accordingly, thename “Ma-
mata All India Trinamool
Congress” and the “Foot-
baller” symbol have been
allotted tothefactionled by
MamataBanerjee. Thename
“Democratic Trinamool Co-
ngress” and the “Envelope”
symbolhavebeenallotted to
thefactionled by Arup Roy.
Inthe West Bengal Assembly

electionsheldlast May, Suv-
endu Adhikari (associated
withthe BJP) contested and
wonin two constituencies.
He subsequently resigned
fromhispostasthe MLA for
the Nandigram constituency.
Following this, the by&el-
ection for the Nandigram
constituencyisscheduled
to take place on October 6.
Sanchita Pradhan Dey was
announcedlast Sunday as
the candidate representing
Mamata’s camp for the Nand-
igramby&election. However,
shesuddenlyannounced her
withdrawal from the contest.
Followingthis, Mamata Ban-
erjeeannouncedhersupport
for the Congress candidate.

Justhoursafter Mamata
Banerjeeextended her sup-
porttothe Congressparty, its
candidate, Milan Pradhan,
wasarrested by the police
yesterdayin connection with
anoldmurder case. A police
official stated thathe would
beproducedbeforethecourt
today.

Student Brain Dead After Boxing Match
atPrivate School Near Thiruverkadu

Parents Donate Organs

POONAMALLEE: A
15&yeardrold student was
declared brainédead followi-
ngastateelevel boxing match
held at a privateschoolin the
Ayanambakkam area.

The decision by his pa-
rents to donate his organs
has deeply moved everyone.
Chandrababu (45), a na-
tive of Kerala, works as an
engineer at a private softw-
arecompany in Perungala-
thur, Chengalpattu district.
Hiswifeis Reshmi (41). The
coupleresidesinthe Teachers’

Quartersin Ambattur, Che-
nnai. Theirson, Harish (15),
wasa 10thegrade student at
aprivateschoolinthe Soora-
pattuarea.
Harishhadparticipatedin
astate*level boxingtournam-
entheldlast week at a private
school campusin Ayanamb-
akkam, near Thiruverkadu,
andhadadvancedtothefinals.
While competingin the fin-
almatch held at the school
campus onthe 12th, Harish
suddenly collapsed. Shocked
teachersrescued Harishand

admitted him to a private
hospitalin Ayanambakkam
fortreatment. Harish, who
was undergoing intensive
carethere, wasdeclared bra-
ine~deadthe night before last.
Subsequently, Harish’s pa-
rentsinformed the hospital
administration of their wish
to donate their son’s organs.
Followingthis, doctors at the
privatehospital harvestedseven
ofHarish’sorgans—including
hiseyes, heart, pancreas, ki-
dneys, and intestines—and
proceededto transplant them

intorecipients.

Harish’s body subsequently
underwent apostémortem
examinationandwashanded
overtohisparents. The Thiru-
verkadu police haveregistered
acaseandare conductingan
investigation.

Bangladesh says review of 101 India pacts
aimed at makmg agreements win &wm

BANGLADESH :
Bangladesh Chief Whip
NurulIslam Monisaid
thatthereviewof 101 |8
agreementsand memora-
ndumsofunderstanding
with Indiaisaimedat
identifyinginconsis-
tenciesandresolving
themtoensurethepacts
servetheinterestsofboth
countries.

Speakingtoover the
phonelateFriday, Moni ‘

said thattherewasnopl-
anto canceltheagreements
signed with Indiaatdifferent
times,addingthat provisions
foundtobeagainstBanglade-
shisinterestswouldinsteadbe
removedafterreview. “Wewill
reviewtheagreementsmade
with Indiato checkwhether
thereareanyinconsistencies.
Ifanysuchinconsistenciesare
found, wewilltrytoresolve
them,” Monisaid. “Therelevant
ministriesand departments
ofBangladeshwillreviewthe
existingagreementsto check
foranyinconsistencies. Only
ifsuchinconsistenciesare fo-
undwilldiscussionsbeheld
withIndiatoaddressthem,”
headded.
Monihadsaidlastweek
that the government was
reviewing 101 MoUs and
agreementssigned with India
duringthe previous Awami
Leaguegovernmentandthat
the outcome of the exercise
wouldbeannouncedsoon.
“Wearereviewingtheagr-

-
-

eementsthatmean 101 MoUs,
andyou will getits (review)
resultsoon,” Monihad said.
Thereviewcomesamidreports
thatBangladeshisexamining
bilateralagreements, including
thoserelated to connectivity,
infrastructureand otherar-
easof cooperation, with the
country’snational interests
inmind. New Delhihastaken
noteofthereportsbutsaidit
hasnotreceived any official
communication from Dhaka
onthematter. “Wealsohave
seensome mediareportson
this matter,butnothinghas
been conveyedtousofficially.
Obviously, Indiawill takeall
necessaryactionsto protect
itsinterests,” Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairsspokesperson
Randhir Jaiswalsaid during
abiweekly pressbriefingon
Friday.
Amongtheareascovered
byearlier India&Bangladesh
arrangementsis connectivity
through Bangladesh, including
Indiasuseof Chattogramand

.

Monglaportsfortransport-
ingcargotoitsnortheastern
states. Thereported review
includesscrutiny of existing
termsand arrangements.
Energycooperationisano-
ther majorarea ofbilateral
engagement. Bangladesh
dependsonimported power
aswellas cross&border fuel
arrangements. The material
providedindicatesthatsome
power purchasearrangements
havefaced paymentdelaysand
requestsforfinancial renego-
tiationamid foreignexchange
constraintsin Bangladesh.
Indiahasalsoextended more
than USD 7 billion through
multiple Lines of Credit for
rail,roadand port projects
inBangladesh.
SeveralIndian&funded
projectshavebeen subjectto
feasibilityreviewsbyBanglad-
esh’splanningauthorities, with
thereview process potentially
affectingtheimplementation
ofprojectsand deployment of
funds. Security cooperation

i@ alongthesharedborder
d alsoremainsanimp-
7 ortantcomponentof
bilateralties.
Duringtheprevio-
us AwamiLeague gov-
ernment, Bangladesh
" cooperated withIndia
inpreventinganti&I-
ndiainsurgentgroups
fromoperating from
itsterritory. Border
cooperation hasalso
“ coveredissuesincl-
uding cross&border
smuggling, illegalmigration
and militantactivity.
TheBangladeshisidehas
maintained thatthereview
doesnotamounttoablanket
cancellation of existing agr-
eements. Instead, relevant
ministriesand departments
willexamine theindividual
arrangements and engage
withIndiaonlywhereinc-
onsistenciesareidentified.

“Can’twomenliftcylinders?”
|0C fined ¥12lakh for
denymg job toa woman

Sumitra, awoman fromHaryana, had applied
forthe position of ‘Refilling Helper’ atan Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C) LPG bottling plant. However,
shewas deniedtheappointmentonthegrounds
thatwomen could notliftheavy LPG cylinders.
TheSupreme Courtstrongly condemnedthis
decision bythelIndianOil Corporationand sha-
rply questionedtheerroneousassumption that
women areincapable of lifting LPG cylinders. A
bench comprisingjustices Arvind Kumarand
Vipul M. Pancholiremarked, “Doyouthinkwo-
men cannot lift LPG cylinders?In households,
when menare away, itiswomenwho liftand
replace LPG cylinders daily. Giventhis, denying
herthejobsolelybecausesheisawomanisa
graveinsulttowomanhood.”

Bythetimethislong&standinglegal battle
—whichbeganin 1988—reachedthe Supreme
Court,Sumitrahad alreadycrossedtheretire-
mentage of 63.Since reinstating herinservice
was nolongerfeasible, the Courtdetermined
thatmonetary compensationwas the appr-
opriate remedy. Consequently, the Supreme
Courtordered|OCtopaySumitraalump&sum

\compensation of 12 lakh. W,

California Governor
Orders Action to
Address Al Threats

CALIFORNIA: Amidstrising concernsregarding the
securitythreats posed to humanity by Artificial Intelligence
(AI) technology, California Governor Gavin Newsom has
issuedanorderto expedite measuresaddressing these risks.
Newsomisviewedasapotential Democratic presidential
candidateforthe2028 USelection. Hehas taken thisini-
tiativeatatime when theincumbentadministration has
notundertakenanysignificantactionregarding Al safety.
“CEOsofleading Al companies themselvesare calling
for Alregulation.

Yet, the US government under the currentadm-
inistration hasnoteven stepped forward to provide
minimal oversight. Consequently, I have ordered
immediateaction toaddress the threats posed by Al
This move will establish independent oversight of AI
companiesand safety testing—afirstin thenation—and
pavethewayfor newlegislation. Furthermore, T have di-
rected that work begin on developingan AI ‘kill switch}’
Newsom stated.

Technical experts definea ‘kill switch’as amech-
anism to control or haltan Al systemifit goes out of
human control or malfunctions; this feature allows for
theimmediate shutdown of the system’s operations.
Newsomissued this orderagainstthe backdrop of warn-
ings from figureslike Elon Musk, Dario Amodei (CEO of
Anthropic),and Sam Altman (CEO of OpenAlI) that Al
could potentially destroy humanity. Itisworth noting that
Silicon Valley, California, ishome to many of the world’s
leadingtechnologyand Al companies.

The Secretary, Ministry oflhformation and Broadcasting, ShriChanchal Kurrnarr
administers the pledge onthe occasion of National Voluntary Blood Donation
Day,inNew Delhi.
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Alia Bhatt and Ranbirto Renovate 20 Schools
in Mumbai to Mark PN Modi’s Birthday

MUMBALI: Actress Alia
Bhatthasannounced that
she,alongwithherhusba-
ndandfellowactor Ranbir
Kapoor, willrenovate 20
schoolsin Mumbaito mark
Prime Minister Modi’s
birthday.

Prime Minister Modi cele-
brated his76thbirthdaythe
daybeforeyesterday.

Inthis context, pop-
ular Bollywood actress
AliaBhattannounced the
initiative torenovate 20 sc-
hoolsin Mumbaialongside
herhusband, actor Ranbir
Kapoor.Inapostshared on
Xregardingthis,shestated,
“Happy Birthdayto our Pri-
me Minister Modi. Tomark
thisoccasionand support

thenoble cause of ‘Seva Sa-
nkalp Abhiyan; Ranbirand
Ihavepledgedtorenovate
20schoolsbasedonthe
recommendationsofthe
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC). Thro-
ughthis, weaimtohelpcr-
eatebright, well&equipped
spaceswhereour children
canlearnandexcel”

Bomb Laden Vehicle Ramsinto
Mosque Areain Paklstan 21Dead

ISLAMABAD: Twe-

nty&one peoplelost their ™

livesinabombattackcarried

outbyrammingavehic-¢§ *
le packed with explosives mif

=/

nearamosquein Pakistan.
Apoliceresidential comple
islocatedinthe Kohatdistrict
of Pakistan’s Khyber Pakht- |
unkhwa province.

Theattack took place |
yesterdayafternoon near
themosque situated with-
inthisresidential complex.
Unidentified individuals
carried outthe devastating
attackbyramming the ex-
plosive&laden vehicle near
themosque. AsitwasFriday,
special prayerswerebeingheld
atthemosque. Twenty&one
peoplediedintheattack, which
occurred during the prayers.
Additionally, 50 people have

beenadmitted to the hplta

withsevereinjuries.
Itisfeared thatthedeath
toll mayrise, as many of the
injuredarein critical condition.
Followingtheattack, whichleft
alargecraternearthemosque,
additional securityforceshave
beendeployedtothearea,and
intensivesurveillance opera-
tionsareunderway. Pakistani
mediareportsindicate that

army personnel areactiv-
elymonitoring the region.
Noterroristorganizationhas
claimed responsibility for
theattackso far. Meanwhile,
therehasbeenarecentsurge
interroristattackstargeting
Pakistanisecurity forces;
notably, 158 peoplelosttheir
livesin199suchattacksacross
various parts of Pakistanin
Augustalone.

No Navodaya schools in TamilNadu

A special Assembly session
must be convened to passa
resolution: Udhayanidhi

CHENNALI: Opposit-
ionLeader Udhayanidhi
hasstated that Navodaya
schoolsarenotneeded
in Tamil Nadu and that,
ifnecessary, aspecial
session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly should
be convened to passa
resolution to this effect.
Inhisstatement, henoted
thatwhilehearingacasere-
garding the permission for
Navodayaschoolsin Tamil
Nadu, the Supreme Court
remarked that thestate sh-
ould changeitsanti&Hindi

~ Y
R

stanceand that states cannot
functionasseparate nations.
Merely opposing theimpos-
ition of Hindidoesnotimply
that Tamilswish to function
asaseparatenation;thereis
noconnectionbetween lear-

ning Hindiand patriotism.
Itis gratifying thatthe TVK
government, adheringto
thetwo&language policy,
hasstated thatthereisno
need to permit Navodaya
schoolsin Tamil Nadu.
The TVK government must
continue to put forward
firmargumentsregarding
thisstance.

Ifrequired, a special
Assembly session should be
convened to passaspecific
resolution declaring that
Navodaya schools cannot
be permittedin thestate.

Youth killed by lightning
during football match

KOLKATA: A tragic
incidenthasoccurred
in WestBengal wherea
young manlosthislife
afterbeingstruckbylight-
ningduringafootball
match. Alocalfootball
tournamentinvolving
teamsfromtheareahad
commencedyesterday
inKumarbandhvillage,
locatedintheJhargram
districtof West Bengal.
Whilethe matches were
underwayyesterday
evening,itsuddenlybegan

torain. Consequently, the
playerstookshelternear
atreeinthevicinity. At

©.7 thatmoment, lightning
*‘I

struckunexpectedly.
Deepan Murmu (19)
diedonthespotafter
beingstruckbythelight-
ning. Additionally, 17
otherssustainedsevere
injuries.
Uponlearningofthe
incident, rescueteams

¢ rushedtothescene,

| rescued theinjured,and
! admittedthemtoanear-

byhospital. Thepolice
arecurrentlyinvestigating
thematter.
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US &Greenlandpacta“hugewin’,
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completely

addresses”national security concerns

WASHINGTON: USSe-
cretary of State Marco Rubio
on Friday (local time) hailed
thenewlyannouncedsecurity
agreementreached between
the United States, Denmark
and Greenlandasa “hugewin’,
sayingthe pactwillperman-
entlyaddress Washington’s
national security concerns
inthe Arcticand keep the
territory within North Am-
ericasstrategicdefencearea.
InapostonX,Rubiosaid that
thedealwould permanently
guarantee Washington's sec-
urityinterestsin Greenland
without costto US taxpayers.

“Thishistoricdealisahuge
win forthe United Statesand
the American people. Thanks
toPresident Trump’s vision
andleadership, thishistoric
agreementpermanently gua-
rantees U.S. securityinterests
inthe Arcticatzerocosttothe

U.S.taxpayer. Gree-
nlandwillforeverbe
partofthestrategic
defenseareaofNorth
Americaandexclude
anyadversaryfrom
itand thesurroun-
dingarea. Thisdeal
permanentlyand
completelyaddr-
essesour national
security concerns
in Greenland,” the
postread.
Thiscomesafter US Pres-
identDonald Trump, earlier
intheday,announcedtheag-
reementwith Denmarkand
Greenland, describingitas
an “Infinite Life” agreement
andsayingitgivesthe United
States permanent controlover
securityand othersecurity&-
related needsin Greenland.
Trumpsaid theagreement
would “completely” address

USconcernsover theterritory
andwould comeatno costto
Washington. “Iam pleased
toannounce thatthe United
Statesof Americahasentered
intoan Agreementwith the
Kingdom ofDenmarkand Gr-
eenland, thatgives the United
States permanentcontrolover
security,andall otherneeds,
in Greenland, completely
addressing ALL ofour many
U.S.concerns,” Trumpsaidin

=™ " State Secy Rubio

aposton Truth Social.
“TherewillbeNOCOSTto
the United States!” headded.
Trumpsaid theagreement
wouldallowthe UStotakeme-
asuresitconsidersnecessaryto
secureand defend Greenland
and the United States. “Atmy
direction, we worked with
representatives of Denmark
and Greenland toguarantee
that the United States will
FOREVERhavethecomplete
abilitytodowhatisnecessary
inGreenlandinordertose-
cureand defend thesecurity
of Greenland, and the United
Statesof America,” hesaid.
Healsosaid theagreement
would prevent USadversaries
from establishing military
bases or making sensitive
investmentsin Greenland wi-

thout Washingtonsapproval.
“Additionally, fromnowon,
no USadversarycan EVER
have abasein Greenland,
haveamilitary presencein
Greenland, or make sensitive
investmentsin Greenland,
withoutour expresswritten
approval, Trumpadded.

Trumpdescribed the pact
asan “Infinite Life” Agreem-
ent,sayingtherewouldbeno
expiry. Healso announced
planstoexpand the USmili-
tarypresencein Greenland.

However, Denmark’s
descriptionoftheagreement
hasfocused onstrengthened
security cooperationin the
Arcticand North Atlantic
whilereaffirming Greenland’s
positionwithin theKingdom
of Denmark.

India & NZFTA opens wider study, work
pathways; direct flights likely within a year

WELLINGTON : New
Zealand Trade Minister Todd
McClay on Saturday highlig-
htedthe expanded study and
work opportunities for Indian
studentsunder the India¢>New
Zealand Free Trade Agreem-
ent, saying master’sand PhD
students will be able to work
forlongerinthe country, while
predictingthat direct flights be-
tween Indiaand New Zealand
could beginwithin about ayear.

McClay, duringanintery-
iewwith AN said that Indian
studentscomingto New Zealand
forhigherstudies willhavethe
right towork while studying,
withmaster’sand PhD stud-
entsalsogaininglonger work
opportunities after arriving
inthe country.

Askedaboutwhat the FTA
wouldmean for Indian stude-
nts, professionals and skilled
workers, McClay said New
Zealand would continue to
encourage Indian students
to study in the country, wh-
ile noting that many could
eventually take the skills and
experiencegained there back
toIndia. “Wehave a number

Trade Minister McCla

ofpeoplefrom Indiawho cho-
osetocome and study in New
Zealand andwe willlook to
and continue to encourage
that. Some of the things we’ve
doneareforstudents who want
to come and study a master’s
degreeora PhD; they’reable
towork for longer when they
cometoNew Zealand,”the New
Zealand Trade Minister said.

“They also havetheright
towork whilethey’re here. In
many cases, though, we can
attract studentswho'll come,
getagoodeducation, andthe-
ylltake thoseskills and some of
theexperiencetheygetin New
Zealand backtoIndia asthat
economy continuestogrow. So
itsjustthe cooperation that I
thinkwillsee us benefit the mo-
st”headded. The IndiaéNew
Zealand FTA, signed on April
27,2026, provides expanded
servicesandmobility comm-
itments, includingdedicated
pathwaysfor Indian students
and professionals.

Underthe agreement, New
Zealand has offered binding

marketaccessin 118 service
sectorsand Mosteé~Favoure-
de~Nation treatment in 139
sectors. The agreement remo-
vesnumerical capson Indian
students and guarantees a
minimum of 20 hours of work
perweek during study.
Italsoprovidesposterstudy
work opportunitiesofuptothree
yearsfor STEM bachelor’sand
master’sgraduates and up to
fouryearsfordoctoral holders.
The FTA also establishes a Te-
mporary Employment Entry
visapathway for Indian profe-
ssionalsinskilled occupations,
withaquota of 5,000 visas at
anygiventimeandastay ofup
tothreeyears. The pathway
coversprofessionsincluding
AYUSH practitioners, yoga
instructors, Indian chefsand
music teachers, besides hig-
heérdemand sectors such as
IT, engineering, healthcare,
education and construction.
Theagreement further provides
formultipleerentry Working
Holiday Visasfor 1,000 young
Indians annually, allowing

themtoliveand work in New
Zealand forup to 12 months.
McClayalsopointedtogrea-
teropportunities fortrade in

food, servicesandinvestment

betweenthetwo countries.
“Insome areas, we have
accesstosome of thefood we
producewhenitsnot produc-
edinIndiabecause, of course,
there’s a different season of
growing. SoIthink the Indian
consumerswillhavegood acc-
esstoalot ofthis higheérquality,
safefood that New Zealand
produces, firstly. Secondly, Ido
thinkthere are opportunities
forbothinvestment and the
servicestrade. Ipredict within
ayearorso,wewillhavedirect
flights between India and New
Zealand. We'll see peopleesto-
epeopletravelfortourismor
visitingfriends and family, or
businessincrease, and that will
beawinewin for bothof our
economies,” hesaid.

Ongoodstrade, the agr-
eement eliminates duties on
100per centof Indian exports
to New Zealand, while New
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Zealand has committed USD

20billionininvestment. The
agreementalso placesemphasis
onstrengthening MSMEs and
womenérledenterprises, while
Indiahas protected its inter-
estsindairy and agriculture.
The agreement also provides
opportunities forlabourerin-
tensivesectorssuch as textiles
andleather.

New Zealand has alsofac-
ilitated healthandtraditional
medicine services under the
agreement. The FTA’s mo-
bility provisions, alongside
expanded services access, are
aimed at strengtheningecon-
omicand people&rtoepeople
links between India and New
Zealand while creating new
pathways for students and
skilled professionals.

Thanks to my mom and dad: Director
Jason Sanjay at the ‘Sikma’film event

CHENNAL: “Thanks
tomymother;thanksto
my father, whoisthe Chief
Minister today, said Di-
rector Jason Sanjay, son of
Chief Minister Vijay.
‘Sigma’isthe debut film di-
rected by Jason Sanjay, son
of ChiefMinister Vijay. It
stars Sundeep Kishan, Faria
Abdullah,andRajuSunda-
ram, with musiccomposed
by Thamanand produc-
tionby LycaProductions.
Promotionalactivities for
thefilmare currentlyin full
swing.

Speakingatthe film’s

HeavyRainsand Floodlng in Tunisia
DisruptDailyLife e

TUNIS: Daily life in Tunis-
ia has been disrupted by floodi-
ng caused by ongoing heavy rains.
Tunisiaisa North African nation that
hasbeen experiencing heavy rainfall
over the pastfew days. Torrential rains
havelashedvariousareas,including the
capital Tunis, Cité Ezzouhour, Sayada,
ElMourouj, Greater Tunis,and Siliana.

audiolauncheventin
Chennai, Director Jason
Sanjaysaid, “Everyonehas
a‘Sigma momentin their
lives—apivotal pointwhere

Theheavyrainshaveledtofloodinginseve-
ralpartsofthecity,and power supplieshave |-
been cutoffinmanyareas. Consequently, |¢
thedailylives of thousands of residents
havebeendisrupted,andholidayshave —=:
beendeclared forschoolsand colleges. — ==
Peopleare concerned as the meteorol-
ogicaldepartmenthaswarnedthatthe --_
heavyrainsareexpectedto continue.

aspecificneed or problem
arises,and adecision made
atthatjuncture changes
theentire course ofone’s

life.‘Sigma’isajourneythat

reflectssuchamoment.
Thisismydebutfilm;it
isincrediblyspecialand
unforgettabletome.
Beyondthat,everyone
whojourneyed withme
madethisexperiencetruly

- memorable.

“Ithank myfriends, family,

J and mymother.

Ialsothankmy
father—whoisthe Chief

"l Minister today—and my

dearsister, Divya. ‘Sigma’
issettorelease on October
2nd;Taskforeveryone’s
support”
Earlier,speakingatan

eventin Hyderabad, Jason
said, “My fatherbecoming
the Chief Ministerwasa
momentofjoyformeand
everyonearound him. Heis
eagerlyawaitingtherelease
of ‘Sigma’ Althoughhehas
immense responsibilities
asthe ChiefMinister, heis
keentoseetheworkIhave
done.

“Sigma’ isacommercial,
fun-filled film. Right now,
myfocusisentirelyonthe
release process. Iwill cer-
tainly consideractingafter
‘Sigma’isreleased. Thank
youallforyoursupport”
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Rs.23.95lakhreleased for student
BharathidasanstudyinginMalaysia
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CHENNAIL: Asum

ofRs23.95lakhhasbeen
released for Bharathida-
san,astudentfrom Tamil
Nadu currently pursuing
researchin Tissue Engine-
eringand Regenerationin
Malaysiaunder the ‘Annal
Ambedkar Higher Educat-
ionScheme’
A fewmonthsago, herele-
asedavideostatingthathe
hadnotreceived thefunds
duetohimunderthesch-

emeand was continuing
hisresearchbyborrowing
money from fellow stud-
entsand professors. This
video causedastirin Tamil
Nadu’spoliticallandscape
andledtocriticism directed
attherulingparty. Meanw-
hile, the Minister for Social
Justice, Vanni Arasu, has
beenproviding periodic
clarificationsonbehalfof
thegovernment.
Inthiscontext, the Dep-

artmentofSocial Justice
issuedafurtherclarificati-
onthedaybeforeyesterday
(September 17) regarding
thedisbursementofthe
scholarship for Bharathida-
san’ssecond year of study.
Speakingtoreporte-
rsregarding this matter,
Minister Vanni Arasusaid,
“A comprehensive depart-
mentalreportconcerning
the case of Bharathidasan,
astudentstudyingabroad,
wassubmitted yesterday.
The TamilNadugovernm-
entwill provide full support
forhisstudies. Heisthe
onlypersonin Tamil Nadu
conducting PhDresearch
onbraintissue.
Itisour wishthathe compl-
eteshisstudiesandreturns.
Thetuition fee ofI61lakh
andthelivingallowance of

Z6lakhforthisyearhaveal-
readybeensent. Hehasre-

quested fundsforresearch

materials,and thatamount
willalsoreachhimwithina
dayortwo. Thereisnoneed
topoliticize thisissue.

Duringtheprevious
DMK regime,underthe
Ayothidassasr Overseas
Education Assistance Sch-
eme, 601 outof 609 applica-
ntswere found eligible, yet
fundstotalingI84.89 crore
weredisbursedtoonly 181
individuals.In contrast,
thisyearwehaveallocated
%131 croreto365outof437
applicants.

After 15years,wehave
increased thescholarship
amount forundergradua-
testudentsfrom4,750to
%12,000,and for PhD stude-
ntsto310,000.”

“Waste to Energy Plant Projectin Salem
Spells Disaster” - AnbumaniWarns

CHENNAIL: PMKleader
Anbumanihaswarnedthatthe
projecttosetupawaste&to&e-
nergyplant—spanning92acres
inthe Zakir Ammapalayam
areaof Salem city—will spell
disaster forthelocalresidents.
Inastatementregardingthis,
henoted thaton September
2,ChiefMinister M.K. Stalin
announced—underRule110
ofthe Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly—planstoimplement
waste&to&energyprojects:a
10&megawatt capacity plantin
Salem Corporationatacostof
3291 crore,anda9&megawatt
capacityplantin Nellai (Tiru-
nelveli)atacostof3256 crore.
Followingthis, the Municipal
Administration Department
announced thatasolid waste
incineration plantwouldbe
constructedona92.49&acre
government&ownedsitein
Vellakkalpatti(Zakir Ammap-
alayamarea, Salem), opposite
Kongu SRV School,and work
hasalreadycommenced. This
projectwillbringdisasterto
Salemcity.

Wasteincineration plants
haveproventobefailed proje-
ctsglobally; manydeveloped
nationshavebanned them.
Sincealltypesof waste—in-
cludingplastics—areburned
togetherintheseplants, they
release harmful substances
such as dioxins, sulfur di-
oxide, carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide, mercury,
carbondioxide,and furans.
Theyalsoemitairbornetoxic
particles(PM2.5and PM 10)
andvolatile organiccompou-
nds. Manyofthese chemicals
arehighlytoxicand persistent
intheenvironment; theyre-
main dangerous even after
entering the humanbody,

causinglastingharm. Among
electricitygeneration techn-
ologies, waste&to&energy
incineration plantsare the
mostpolluting.
Comparedto coal&fired
thermal power plants, these
incineratorsemit28 times
moredioxin, 3 times more
nitrogen oxides, 14 tim-
esmoremercury, 6 times
more sulfur dioxide, and
two&and&a&halftimes
more carbon dioxide. Th-
esetoxic chemicals cause
ailments such as cancer,
heartdisease, respiratory
disorders,andreduced male
fertility. Wasteincineration
leadstovarioushealthissues,
includingskin diseases,liver
damage,andasthma, with chi-
ldrenandtheelderlybeingthe
mostvulnerable. Beyondair
pollution, theash produced
bytheseincineratorsalsopo-
sessevererisks. Thedangers
posedbywasteincinerators
carrythepotential for cum-
ulativeharm comparableto
theimmediate, devastating
impactofthe Bhopalgasleak.
Despitebeing fullyaware
ofthesefacts, previousad-
ministrationsinitiated and
pursued hazardous waste&t-
o&energyprojectsinlocations
suchasKodungaiyur (North
Chennai), Perungudi(Sou-
th Chennai), Keerapakkam
(Chengalpattudistrict),and
Vellalur (Coimbatore) over
the past decade. Now, the
newlyinstalled TVK govern-
mentisalsoeagertoestablish
similar waste&to&energy
plantsin Salem (Zakir Am-
mapalayam)and Tirunelveli.
Thewaste&to&energy proj-
ectat Zakir Ammapalayam,
Salem,wasactuallyconceived

duringthe previousadm-
inistration’s tenure; every
stage—frominitial planning
tositeidentificationand fin-
alization—took placeunder
the DMK government.
Whyisthe TVK gove-

rnment, which cancelled
various other projectsann-
ounced by the DMK admi-
nistration, sokeentoimple-
mentthisdisastrous project?
Solid waste from urbanlocal
bodiesinthe Salem, Namak-
kal, Erode,and Dharmapuri
districts,aswellasfrom the
Karur CorporationinKarur
district, willbetransported
byroadtothe Salemwaste&-
to&energyplantforinciner-
ation. Since up to 60% ofthis
waste consists of wet waste,
itstransportationalongthe
route causesfoul odors, en-
vironmental degradation,
and the spread of diseases.
Furthermore, the proposed
plantrequires 150,000liters
of water daily.
Althoughaportionofthis
canbeobtained bytreating
wastewater, the majority must
bedrawn from groundwater
sources, placingimmensestr-
ainonthegroundwatertable.
A projecttoestablishatext-
ileparkspanning119acres
inSalem’s Jagirpalayamhas
alreadybeen announced,

and workhas commenced.
Thistextile park, beingbuilt
atacostofI800 crore, issetto
houseover60dyehouses. Not
onlywillthislead to massive
extraction of groundwater,
butthe discharge of chemi-
cal&andtoxin&laden
wastewater from these
dyehouseswill conta-
minatetheland, water,
andair. Since the garb-
ageincineratorisalso
planned for this same
area,theairanddrin-
kingwater consumed
byresidents withina
30&kilometer radius
will causeamultitude
ofailments—ranging from
cancertoheartdisease. The
PMK questionswhetheritis
worthspending291 crore of
publictaxmoneytoinvitesuch
catastrophic consequences.
During World WarI, Jews
captured by the Naziforces
ofthe Germandictator Hitler
wereconfinedinextermination
campsestablishedin Germany
andKkilled using poison gas.
Thewasteincineratorsbeing
setupinareassuchasSalem’s
Zakir Ammapalayamareno
less problematic. Therefore,
the planto establish waste
incineratorsinvarious par-
tsof Tamil Nadu, including
Salem, mustbeabandoned.
Instead, the Central Gover-
nment’s Solid Waste Manag-
ementRules (2026) mustbe
immediatelyimplemented;
thisentails collecting waste
fromhouseholdsand establi-
shmentsbysegregatingitinto
four categories—wet waste,
dry waste, sanitary waste,
and wasterequiringspecial
handling—as mandated by
the Supreme Court.

Horrorinbroad daylight

Mystery gang hacks rowdy to
death in the middle of the road

PUDUCHERRY: Police
have launched a manhunt
foramysterygangthat chased
down and hacked a rowdy
todeathinbroad daylight.
Anand (32) wasaresident of
the Gomatha Temple areain
Karuvadikuppam, Puducherry.
Hehad several casesregistered
against him, including two
formurder. Yesterday, on his
birthday, Anandwasridinghis
motorcyclethrough the Karu-

areas. A mystery gangof eight
indi-
vidu-
als, ar-
riving
onfive
mo -
torcy-
cles,

<
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lowed him, rammed into his
bike, and knocked him down.
Thegangthensurroundedthe

vadikuppam ShivajiStatueand ~ fallen Anand, brutally hacked

Krishna Nagar East Coast Road

him with weapons such as

knivesandsickles, andfledthe
scene. Anandsustainedsevere
injuries and died tragically

Furthermore, it appears that
Anandwasa prime suspect
inthe murder of Vicky, a BJP

onthespot. Uponreceiving functionary, whichtookplace

theinformation, the Lawspet
policerushedtothelocation,
recovered Anand’s body, and
sentitto the Kathirkamam
Government Medical College
Hospital. The murder, which
occurredinbroad daylight,
was captured on surveillance
camerasinstalledinthearea;
the police have seized the
footage and are analyzingit.

lastyearinthe Naveena Garden
area of Puducherry. Conse-
quently, thepolicesuspect that
Anand may have been killed
inretaliation for that murder.
A case has been registered,
and the police are actively
searchingforthe absconding
gang. Thisdaylight murder
has caused a major stirin the
Karuvadikuppam area.
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“Farmers protesting in Trichy should give
the Tamil Nadu government time”
M1n1ster Vanth
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KUMBAKONAM “We
haveheldtalkswith thelea-
dersoffarmers’ associations
regarding the ongoing protest
inTrichy.

Farmersshould grant
the Tamil Nadu governm-
entsome time to address
thisissue,” said Agriculture
Minister Vinoth.

Membersofthe Federati-
onof All Farmers’ Associations
havebeenstagingacontinuous
sit&in protestat Samayapu-
ramin Trichy, demanding
acomplete waiver of crop
loans. Amidst this, Minister
Vinothhasrequested time.
Acleanlinessdrivetitled ‘Ma-
asaru Thanjavur’ (Spotless
Thanjavur) was conductedat

e
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the Kumbakonam New Bus
Stand. Agriculture Minister
Vinothinaugurated thedrive,
participatedinthe cleaning
work,and subsequently met
withthepress.

He stated, “Sanitation
work was carried outat the
newbusstand in Kumbako-
nam. Weinspected whether
allbasicamenitiesrequired
by passengersarebeingpro-
perlymaintained andlooked
into theissue of mostshops
being positioned inaway
thatobstructs passengers.
Regardingthe protestbeing
staged by farmersin Trichy,
eightministersheld talks wi-
ththeleaders of40 farmers’
associations. Today, three
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ministersare scheduled to
meet the protesting farmers.
Weintend to hold further
discussions with the farmers
regardingthe nextcourse of
actionafter consulting with
all officials.

However, the protesting
farmersshouldallowthe Tamil
Nadugovernmentsufficient
time. With the Mahamaham
festival scheduled for 2028,
infrastructure at the Kum-
bakonam busstand will be
upgraded. Measureswillbe
taken to controlstray cattle
roamingtheroads of Kum-
bakonam.

The Health Depart-
mentisundertaking var-
iousinitiatives to preve-

ntthe spread ofDengue
Cauverywaterwillbereleased
ifrequired for the Sambaand
Thaladicrop cultivation. In
situations where water ava-
ilabilityislow, districtagri-
culture officialsareadvising
farmersonsuitable cropsand
high&yield varieties for their
respectivedistricts.”
Subsequently, after ad-
ministering a pledge for
cleanliness, the Minister
raised awarenessabout the
useofclothbags. District Co-
llector Revathi, City Mayor
Saravanan, Revenue Divi-
sional Officer Thirumalai,
City Commissioner Sudha,
and other officialsand staff
participatedintheevent.

ABVP candidates lead in Delhi
University Students Unionelection

NEW DELHI: Accordi-
ngtothelatesttrendsinthe
Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) election

results, ABVP candidate _ i

Yash Dabasisleadingin the
raceforthe President’s post.
Elections for the posts of
President,
Vice&President, Secr-
etary, Joint Secretary, and
Executive Committee me-
mberswereheldyesterday
(September 18). Allvoting
machineswere transported

under heavypolicesecurity
tothemulti&purposehallof -

thesportscomplexatDelhi
University’s North Campus.

Vote countingbegan at
8:30 AM today (September
19). Asperthecurrenttrends
forthe President’spost, ABVP
candidate Yash Dabasisinthe

lead; followingthe fifthround
of counting, hehassecured
5,790votes. NSUI candidate
Vijay Shankar Meenaisinse-
condplacewith 5,737 votes.
Similarly, in the contest for

the V1ce&Pres1dent s po—

st, ABVP candidate Ishu
Mauryahassecured 3,965
votes.

However,independent ca-
ndidate Deepanshu Shokeenis

currentlyleadingthe
racewith7,655votes.
| In the contest for
the Secretary’spost,
% ABVP candidate
B RiyaSaoudihasse-
8¢ cured 5,216 votes
andis well&posi-
tioned for victory.
Intheraceforthe]o-
3 intSecretary’s post,
ABVP candidateLa-
kshyaRajSinghislea-
dingwith 3,857 votes.
Inlastyear’s

election, the AB-
VP (Akhil Bharatiya
VidyarthiParishad)
wonthreekeyposts,
includingthe presidency,
while the NSUT (National
Students’ Union of India)
wononly the Vice&Presid-
ent’spost.

Supply of Adulterated GheeforTirupati
Laddu Sukrlthl Foods OwnerArrested

w. “® of MoneyLaundering Act

NEW DELHI The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED)hasarrested Kailash
Chand Mangla, the owner
of Sukrithi Foods,in con-
nectionwith the supply of
adulterated gheeusedto
makethe Tirupati Laddu
*prasadam*.

A statementissued bythe
EDregarding this matter
readsasfollows: Kailash

s ﬂ& =

e i
ChandMangla theowner
of Sukrithi Foods, was
arrested onthe 17thathis
officein Hyderabadin co-
nnection withafraud case
involvingtheadulteration
ofgheesupplied for the pre-
paration of Tirupati Laddu
*prasadam*.

Subsequently, he was pr-
oducedbeforethe Special
CourtforthePrevention

(PMLA)in Visakhapatn-
am. Thecourtorderedhim

. toberemandedtojudicial

‘% custody. The gheesupplied

forthe TirupatiLaddu—
arketed ashigh&quality
‘Agmark’ cow ghee—was

actuallymanufactured
/ usingrefined palmoil,
oA palmolein,and chemicals

suchasmonoglycerides,
MyvacetSoft400,and acet-
icacidesters.
Between2019and 2024,
SukrithiFoodssupplied
gheeworth3230croreto
the Tirumala TirupatiDev-
asthanams (TTD),whereas
itsactualvaluewasonly 396
crore.

Kailash Chand Mangla
orchestrated the supply of

adulterated ghee through
variousshell companies,
includingSri VaishnaviDa-
iry Specialities, Malkanga
Milk & Agro Products,and
ARDairyFoods. Tocon-
cealtheuseofadulterated
ingredientsand createthe
impressionthatgenuine
cow gheewasbeingprodu-
cedandsupplied, hefabric-
ated falsedocuments. Vipin
Jain, the ownerand director
of Bole Baba Organic Dairy
Milk, had previouslybeen
arrested by the Enforcem-
entDirectorateonsimilar
charges. Now, Kailash Ch-
and Manglahasalsobeen
arrestedand remandedto
judicial custody,according
toastatementissued by the
EnforcementDirectorate.
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