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Developed countries emit

highlevels ofcarbon

NEW DELHI: “Our co-
untry’s per capita carbon
emissionislessthanhalfthe
globalaverage. Developed
nationsemitsixtimes more
carbonthanIndia. Develo-
pingnationsarebeingunf-
airlyblamed in this matter,”
expressed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Aninter-
national conference titled
“The Future of Environm-
entand Climate Dynamics’
beganin Delhiyesterday.
Seventeen nationsare par-
ticipatingin this two&day
conferenceorganized by the
National Green Tribunal.

Prime Minister Narendra Modiconcerned

Inaugurating theevent,
Prime Minister Modi said:
Theresponsibilityfor carbon
emissionsisoften unfairly pl-
acedondevelopingnations.
However, the realityis that
eventoday, India’s per capita
carbon emissionremainsless
thanhalfthe global average.
Per capitacarbon emissions
indevelopednationsare six
timeshigher thanin India.
Indiahasbeenstronglyhig-
hlighting thisfacton global
platforms. Indiais collabo-

rating with other nationsto
establish new standards for
environmental protection.

Our growthisnotonly
rapid butalso sustainable.
Over thepast 12 years,Ind-
iahasachieved remarkable
progressineverysector
related to the environment.
Greatemphasisisbeing pl-
aced onrenewable energy,
which playsapivotal role
in environmental protec-
tion. Indiais the only G20
nation to have fulfilled the

pledges madeat the ‘CO-
P&21’ summitin Parisahead
of thestipulated deadline.
Indiaseffortsregarding no-

PM Modi Hands Over Appointment
Letters to 51,000Individuals

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

inaugurated the 20th ‘Ro- |

zgar Mela’ (Job Fair) and
urged the new recruits to
prioritize the publicinterest
whilesserving the citizens.
The20th Rozgar Mela, organ-

izedbythe Central Governm- |

ent, washeld simultaneously

at45locationsacrossthe ©

countryyesterday.

Appointment letters
wereissued toover 51,000
youthsjoining various Cen-
tral Government ministries
anddepartments—including
Revenueand Financial Serv-
ices, Railways, Home Affairs,
Health and Family Welfare,
and Defence. Prime Minister
Modiinaugurated the eve-
ntviavideo conferencing.
With these newappointments,
thetotalnumber ofappoin-
tmentlettersissued under
the Rozgar Mela initiative
hasrisen to approximately
12.75lakh.

Speakingat the event,
Prime Minister Modisaid, “I
extend my congratulations
tothenewrecruitsjoining

Central Governmentdepar-
tmentsand to their families.”

New recruits will playa pivotal
roleinbuildingadeveloped
and self&reliant India, with
the goal of transformingthe
nationintoadeveloped coun-
tryby2047. Publictrustisthe
government’struestrength.
Pensioners, students awaiting
scholarships,and farmers
expecting the benefits of
governmentwelfareschemes
—amongothers—primarily
interactwith the government
through its officials. Your
conduct, consistent perfo-
rmance, competence, and
integrity will determine the
quality of the service experi-

ence the governmentdelivers
tothe people. Newrecruits
musttake steps to eliminate
thedifficulties faced by in-
dividualsand their families
inaccessing government
services.
InitiativessuchastheNa-
tional Education Policy, Skill
India, the Prime Minister’s
Skill Development Scheme,
and expanded vocational
training opportunities help
align education and skills
withindustryrequirements.
Under the Prime Minister’s
Skill Developmentand Em-
ployability Transformation
Scheme (PM&SETU), 1,000
Government Industrial Tr-

aining Institutes (ITIs) are
beingmodernized, withan

: investmento0f360,000 crore.

Fiftypercentofrecognized
start&upsinIndiaareloc-
atedin Tier&2and Tier&3
cities. This demonstrates
the growing contribution
ofindividuals from smaller
towns to entrepreneurship
andjob creation.
The ‘Prime Minister’s De-
veloped India Employment
Scheme, beingimplemented
with an outlay of approx-
imatelyX1lakh crore, will
supportthecreation ofnew
employment opportunities.
Freetradeagreementscon-
cluded with approximately
40 countrieswill create new
marketsand trade partner-
shipsforIndianentrepren-
eurs,aswellas generatenew
employment opportunities.
Prime Minister Modistated
thatnewgovernmentempl-
oyeesshould view their work
asaservicetothenationand
discharge their duties with
anapproach prioritizing co-
mpetence, integrity,and the
needsofthecitizens.

Chief Minister Vijay to Visit
Switzerland inJanuary; To Attend
World Economic Forum Meeting

CHENNAI: Reports
indicate that Chief Minis-
ter Vijaywill participatein
the World Economic For-
um meeting scheduled to
beheldin Davos, Switzer-
land, this comingJanuary.
The Tamil Nadu government
hassetatargettotransform
thestateintoa$1.5trillion
economy by2036.

Various measures are
beingundertaken toattract
investors from both within
the countryandabroadtoac-
hievethisgoal. Accordingly,
within thefirst 100 days ofthe
TVKadministration, Mem-
orandumsof Understanding
(MoUs) were signed with

104 companies, attractmg
investmentsworth<1,02,514
crore. Subsequently, Chief
Minister Vijay undertook
atriptoLondon from Sept-
ember 10to 17. Duringthis
visit, MoUs worth 315,300
croreininvestments were
signed withleading global

the Secretariat stated, “The

= World Economic Forum’s

busmess entltles
Amidstthese developm-
ents, reportshave emerged
that Chief Minister Vijay will
attend the World Economic
Forum meetingin Davos,
Switzerland, in January.
Over 100 Countries... Speaki-
ngon thismatter, officials from

annual meetingisscheduled
totakeplacein Davos&KI-
osters, Switzerland, from
January 18 to 22 nextyear.
Governmentrepresentativ-
esfromover 100 countries,
alongwithrepresentatives

= * | from 1,000 leading global
i ;h;'m companies, international

organizations, and soci-
alorganizations, aresetto
participate. Chief Minister
Vijay will attend this co-
nference—where global
industrial investment will
bediscussed—with theaim
ofattractinginvestmentsto
TamilNadu.”

n&fossil fuel usage, solar
energy capacity,and carbon
emission controlarebeing
discussed worldwide.

Twelveyearsago, India’s
solar power generation capac-
ity stood at2 gigawatts; today;,
ithascrossed 160 gigawatts.
Under the ‘Pradhan Mantri
SuryaGhar:Free Electricity
Scheme;, rooftop solar panels
havebeeninstalled on more
than 501akh (5million) homes.
Thisfigure exceeds thetotal
number of householdsin
many countries. Under this
scheme, the government pro-
videsZ80,000 per household.
Over the past 12 years, the

country’s wind power gen-
eration capacityhastripled,
and hydroelectric capacity
hasalsoincreased.

The nation is making
rapid strides in nuclear
power generation as well.
Recently, India’s firsthydro-
gentrain waslaunched;itis
thelongesthydrogen train
intheworld. Thismarks the
beginningofaneweraincl-
eanenergy transportation.
Priorto 2014, only 3,000
electricvehicles were sold

annuallyinIndia. Lastyear,
25lakh (2.5 million) electr-
icvehicles weresold. These
vehiclesare highly benef-
icial for the environment.
Abanhasalreadybeenimpos-
edinIndiaonsingle&use plas-
tics. The Central Government
ispromotingacircularecon-
omybased onthe principles
ofreduce, reuse,andrecycle.
Today, thousandsoftonnes
of wastearerecycled dai-
lyinIndia. For centuries,
Indiahasbeen guidingthe
world on mattersrelated to
natureand theenvironment.
Hespokeinthismanner.
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Adistingwshed international seminarwas successfully held atthe renownedAustralian Curtin University,
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locatedin Dubai, United Arab Emirates. His Excellency Dr. Mohammed Saeed Al Kindi, the formerMinister
of Environmentand Waterofthe United Arab Emirates, participated inthe seminaras aspecialguestand
delivered akeynote address.

Rs. 20,000 Festival Advance for
Al TASMAC Employees

Tamil Nadu Government Announces

CHENNALI: Various an-
nouncementsregardingthe
TASMAC administration
havebeenissuedin Tamil Nadu
recently. Key announcements,
includingsalary hikes for TAS-
MACemployees, werereleased
justashortwhileago. Amidst
this, the TamilNadugovernment
hasissued anothersignificant
announcement: anadvanceof
Rs.20,000willbeprovidedto
employeesworkingin TASMAC
shopsto cover festival-related
expenses. The TASMACadmin-
istration hasreleased anofficial
circular regardingthis. This
advanceisinterest-freeandwill
berecoveredinequalinstallments
fromtheemployees’salaries
overaperiodof10months. The

demandforafestivaladvance
hadlongbeenraisedby TASMAC
employeesandvarioustrade
unions. Followingtheapproval
of thisproposalbythe TASMAC
administration, the Minister
for Prohibition and Excise
announced thedecisioninthe
Legislative Assembly. Guidelines
forimplementingthisannounce-
ment have now been issued.
Anannualfestivaladvanceof
Rs.20,000willbeprovidedto
alleligibleemployeesworking
in TASMAC etail outlets.
Nointerest willbe chargedon
this amount. Furthermore,
employees may choose the
specificfestivalforwhichthey
wish toreceive the advance;
optionsinclude Pongal, Diwali,

Christmas, Ramzan, andBakrid.
Thisadvance can be availed
onlyonceayear. A subsequent
advancewillbegranted only
after the full amount of the
previously availed advance
hasbeen recovered from the
employee’ssalary. Employees
wishingtoavailofthe advance
mustsubmitawrittenrequest
tothe District Manager during
themonth precedingthe chosen
festival. Anadvance 0f320,000
willbeprovidedalongwiththe
salaryofthemonthprecedingthe
chosen festival. Foremployees
whodonotapplyforanadvance
forany specific festival, the
Pongalfestival advance will
bedisbursed alongwith their
Decembersalary. Thisamount

willbe credited directly to the
samebank account wherethe
employee’ssalaryisdeposited.
Startingfrom themonth follow-
ingthereceiptoftheadvance,
theamount willberecovered
fromthesalaryin 10 equal
monthlyinstallmentsof32,000
each. Forinstance, ifthe Pongal
advanceisreceived with the
Decembersalary, therecovery
0f%2,000 permonthwilltake
placefrom Januaryto October
ofthefollowingyear, ensuring
thefull320,000iscollected. Itis
furtherstatedthatifanemployee
leaves serviceor retires before
theentireamountisrepaid, the
outstanding balance will be
deductedinasingleinstallment
fromanyduespayabletothem.

Another silverforIndiaElavenil shines by
winning two medals inasingle day

- NOGOYA:
Indiahassecured
anothermedal. Ela-
venilhasimpressed
bywinningsilver
inthe 10mairrifle
event. The Asian
Gamesin Aichi&-
Nagoya, Japan, ki-
cked offwith great
fanfareyesterday.
Athletesfrom45
nationsare partici-

patinginthe games,which
rununtilOctober4.
Intoday’s competition,
India’s Elavenil Valarivan
excelledbywinningthe
silver medalin the wome-
n’s 10mairrifleindividual
event. Performingimpre-
ssivelyinathrillingfinal,
Elavenil securedsecond
placetoclaimthesilver.
Thismarksyetanother
shooting medalfor India.

AnotherIndian compe-
titorinthe final, Sonam
Maskar, finished in seventh
place. Notably, theIndian
team comprising Elavenil
Valarivan, Sonam Maskar,
and Vidarsha Vinothhad
earlierwonthesilver medal
inthewomen’s 10mairrifle
team event. Thus, Elavenil
hasachievedaremarkable
featbywinning twomedals
inasingleday.
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Today horoscope

Youwilldevisenew plans. Oldfriendswillcometo
visityou. Medical expensesfor your mother
willdecrease. Youwillreplaceavehiclethathas
been causing frequenttrouble. There willbe

competitioninbusiness, butpartnerswillbe sup-
portive. Avoidargumentsat the workplace.

Youwillboldly make someimportant
decisions. Your standingamongrelativesand
friendswillrise thankstoyour children. Busi-

ness partners willbe supportive,and outstand-
ingdueswillbecollected. Atthe workplace,
learntomind your ownbusinessandfocuson
your tasks.

There maybe temporarybitterness with
maternalrelatives; avoid acting outofa quick
temper. Youwill renovateand expand your ances-
tralhome. Avoid hastydecisionsinbusinessand
maintainacooperativerelationship with your
partner. Workload at the office willincrease.
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Youwill fulfillyour childrenswishes. You
willresolveissuesregardingancestral property
through dialogue. Inbusiness, youwillattract
existing customers by employing new strate-
gies. Attheworkplace, youwillmove forward
despite facingcriticism.

Yoursocial circlewill expand. Confusion
‘within the familywill clear up. You will take the
‘leadin organizingspecial eventsin yourhome-

town. Yourinterestin spirituality willgrow. You
willsee progressinyourjob. Inbusiness, hard

workwillyield profits.

Thosewho previously criticized you willnow come
forward toinitiate conversation. Good things willhappenat
home. Anexpectedbusiness contractwillbe
L signed. Actingonapartner’sadvicewill prove
beneficial. A superioratwork willextendah
andoffriendship.
Financialassistance will come through your

spouse’sside of the family. Youwill purchase
modernelectronicdevices. Vehiclerepairissues
willberesolved. Youwill meetinfluential people |
regardingbusiness matters. Donotantagonize
your partners. Itisbesttoavoid argumentsatthe

workplace.

Youwillshakeofffatigueandactwith
renewed energy. Ego clashes willberesolved,
leadingto greater closenessbetween spouses.
Youwillseekassistance fromothersfor the
sake ofyour relatives. Newstock will arrive for
your business. Youmayneed tomeetimport-
antfiguresin connection with yourwork.

Youmayfacehurdlesin completing planned
tasks. Practice compromise within the family. De-
laysregardingadispute overancestral property
will persist. Employees may cause troublein your
business. Your statusand respectwillincreaseat
theworkplace.

Youwillcomplete tasks thathad been &
pending. Youwill consider purchasing property.
Relativesand friends will visityou. New custom-
erswillbeintroduced toyourbusiness. Youwill
undertake out-of-town trips for work-related
reasons.

-

Auspiciousevents that were previously de-
layed willnow materialize. Youwill goonatrip
with your family. Ego clashes will beresolved,
leadingto greater closenessbetween spouses.
Childrenwillactresponsibly. Your career will
flourish. Youwillmeet prominent figuresin
business.

Youwill fulfill the wishes of your family
members. Misunderstandings with your
father’sside of the familywillberesolved. You
willembarkon effortsto expand your business.
Superiorsat workwill consultyoubefore making'
importantdecisions.
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Tqu Becomes Karnataka S
SecondAdditional
Administrative Language

BENGALURU: The Tulu language is widely sp-
oken in districts such as Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Chikkamagaluru, and Shivamogga in Karnataka.
Belongingto the Dravidian language family, Tulu—m-
uch like Kannada—contains a significant number of
Tamilwords. Thelocal population had long been deman-
dingthattheir language be declared an official language.
Againstthis backdrop, a Karnataka Cabinet meetingwas
held in Mangaluru the day before yesterday, presided over
by D.K. Shivakumar.

Duringthe meeting, the proposalto grant Tuluthe status of
thestate’ssecond additional official administrative language
wasdiscussedin detail. Followingthe unanimous approvalofthe
ministers, aresolution to this effect was passed by the Cabinet.
Members of Tululanguage associations andthe local public
celebratedthis move by the Karnataka government by bursting
firecrackers and distributingsweets. Meanwhile, Kannada
organizations haveexpressedtheir opposition to thedecision.
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‘We the Leaders’ Membership
Crosses 2 Million Mark

A Major Milestone: Annamalai

CHENNATI: The num-
ber of memberswho have
joined the ‘We the Leaders’
organization, launched by
Annamalai, has now surp-
assed the 2 million mark.
Inastatementregarding this,
Annamalai, the founder of
‘We the Leaders’, said:

“Wehavereachedasi-
gnificant milestonein the
journey of our ‘We the Le-
aders’ organization, with
over 2 millionleadersha-
vingjoined us. Thisachi-
evementbelongs to every
leader who has placed their
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butbecomingtheveryforce
thatcreatesit.
Inresponsetorequests
fromourleaders, weare fur-
ther expanding theavenues
forjoiningour organization.
While registration facilities
via Android andiOS apps
arealreadyin place, weare
nowsettointroducea ‘Reg-
istration Helpline’ (Missed
CallMembership) option.
Details regarding the mo-

trustin our organization creatingchangeinsociety. bile number for this will
and stepped forward to Ourjourneywill continue beannouncedsoon. Let
contribute theireffortson towards our goal of not uschange,andletusbring
the ground with theaim of merely expecting change, aboutchange.”

Passing of ‘Nadigar Thilagam’
Sivaji Ganesan's Eldest Daughter

CHENNALI: Shanthi,
theeldest daughter of the
latelegendaryactor ‘Na-
digar Thilagam’ Sivaji Gan-
esanand Kamala Ganesan,
andafilmproducer, passed
awayearly thismorning
(September20).

The couplehad two sons—
Ramkumarand Prabhu—
and two daughters—Shan-
thiand Thenmozhi.

Shanthiwastheeld-
est. ‘Shanthi Theatre’ on
MountRoad, which stood
asaniconiclandmark of
Chennai, wasbuiltin 1961

andnamed afterher. The
theatre wasinaugurated
by the then Chief Minister
KamarajonJanuary12,
1961. Subsequently, the
Sivajifamily constructed
twomoretheatresin Than-
javur,named ‘Shanthi’and

‘Kamala’after the eldest
daughterand the wife,
respectively.

Sivaji'sbrother, V.C.
Shanmugam, oversaw
theoperationsofthese
theatres.

Shanthimarried Naray-
| anasamy on November
3,1968.

Shelater ventured
into film production; she
playedasignificantrolein
producingtheacclaimed
film *Thanga Pathakk-
am* (1974), starring Sivaji
Ganesan. Itisnoteworthy

thatfollowingthe deaths
of Sivaji Ganesan (2001)
and Kamala (2007), Sha-
nthiNarayanasamyand
hersister Thenmozhihad
approachedthe Madras
High Courtregardingthe
division of family assets.
Shanthi’s mortal remains
havebeenkeptatherresi-
dencein Valasaravakkam
for publichomage.
Membersofthe film
fraternityand fansareexp-
ressingtheir condolences
over the passing of Shanthi
Narayanasamy.

FirstSaturday of Purattasi Month
Devotees Throng Perumal Temples

CHENNALI: Special pr-
ayerswereheld at Perumal
templesacross Chennaiandits
suburbstomarkthe first Sat-
urday of the Purattasimonth.
Alargenumber of devotees
gathered toworship the deity.
The month of Purattasiis
considered particularlyau-
spicious for Lord Perumal.
Itisadeeplyheldbeliefthat
observingafastand worshi-
ppingthe Lord on Saturdays
during this month brings
manifoldblessings.

Accordingly, special ri-
tuals were conducted yest-
erday—the first Saturday of

= in T. Nagar, the presiding

2 deity, Lord Venkatesa Peru-
mal, graced devotees while
adornedinagoldenrobe
2 (*Thanga Angi*).

3 Atthe Chennakesava Pe-
: rumal Temple in Pookkadai,

“4 *Tulasi Archana* (worship

Puratta51—1n all Perumal
templesacross Tamil Na-
du. Devotees waited inlong
queues, chanting “Govinda,
Govinda” with great devoti-
onastheysoughtthe Lord’s
darshan.
AttheParthasarathy Te-
mplein Triplicane, crowds
surged from the earlyhours
ofthemorning. Special *Th-
irumanjanam* (sacred ablu-
tion) rituals were performed
forboththe presidingdeity
(*Moolavar*) and the proc-
essional deity (*Utsavar*).
Atthe Tirumala TirupatiDe-
vasthanams (TTD) temple

~ withholybasilleaves) was
. performed for the presiding
deity, and special food offe-
rings (*Naivedyam*) were
presented. Atthe Adikesava
Perumal Templein Mylapore,
special *Thirumanjanam*
rituals were conducted for
the Lord and the Goddess
(*Thayar*), and the deities
werebeautifully decorated
with colorful flowers. Wor-
shipservicesatthe Srinivasa
Perumal Temple in Puras-
aiwakkam began with*Go
Puja* (cowworship). Inthe
evening, devotees partici-
patedinthe chantingofthe
*Vishnu Sahasranama*.
Grandritualswerealso
heldattheNeervanna Perumal

Templein Thiruneermalai,
wherethe Lord appearsin
four distinct forms: standi-
ng, sitting, reclining,and as
Narasimha.
Althoughrenovationwork
forthetemple’sconsecration
(*Kumbabishekam*)iscu-
rrentlyunderway, excellent
arrangements were made
toensure devotees could
worship the deity without
difficulty. A large number
of devotees offered prayers
atvarioustemples,including
Kanchipuram Varadaraja
Perumal and Ulagalanda
Perumal; Thiruvallur Vee-
raraghava Perumal; Poon-
amallee Thirukachi Namb-
igal&Varadaraja Perumal;
ThirumazhisaiJagannatha
Perumaland Thirumazhisai
Azhwar; Ponneri&Thiruay-
arpadiKarikrishna Perumal;
Devadanam Ranganathar;
Minjur Varadaraja Perumal;
and Thiruninravur Bhakta-
vatsalaPerumal.

SriLankan MP Urges PM Modi to Save Tamil
Man Facmg Death Penalty in Saudi Arabia

COLOMBO: Agroup
ofHindus from Jaffna, Sri
Lanka, undertook a holy
pilgrimageto the Kataraga-
ma Murugan Temple a few
months ago. A dognamed
Subramaniam accompan-
iedthem. A Muslim youth
assaulted thedog, and a
video of theincident went
viralon social media. Follo-
wingthis, the Muslim youth

was arrested but subseque-
ntlyreleased on bail.
However, theincident spar-
ked amajor debate on social
media in Sri Lanka.
Anojan Sivarasa, a Sri
Lankan national working
inSaudi Arabia, participa-
tedin these online discussi-
onsand posted comments.
Itisallegedthat hemade
derogatory remarks about

Prophet Muhammad duri-
ngthese exchanges.
Saudipolice arrested him
in connection with this ma-
tter. A Saudi Arabian court
initially sentenced himto
fiveyearsinprisonandim-
posedafineofT7.55 crore.
Anappealwasfiled against
thisverdict; upon hearing
the appeal, the court sent-
enced Anojan Sivarasato
death. Against this backd-
rop, Mano Ganesan—an
MP andtheleaderofthe
Tamil Progressive Alliance
inSriLanka—statedina
social media post yesterday:
“Averyclosefriendship ex-
ists between Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Saudi Crown Prince
Salman.

Therefore, Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake should pers-
onally speak to Prime Mi-
nister Modiand securethe
release of Anojan Sivarasa
with his assistance.”

september 20 Sweden 2026

Woman ofIndian origin
electedas MPin Sweden

Inthe general electionheldin Sweden
on the 13th, NilaVikhe Patil (41)-daugh-
ter of the renowned educationist Ashok
Vikhe Patil fromMaharashtra—contested
from the Stockholm City constituency
representing the Green Party. She has
been declared the
winner. NilaVikhe
Patil hails froma
prominent politi-
cal and cooperative
sector family inMa-
harashtra. Sheis the
great-granddaughter
of Vitthalrao Vikhe
Patil, whoestablishedAsia’s first coop-
erative sugarmill, and the granddaughter
of the Tate UnionMinister Balasaheb Vikhe
Patil. Sheisalsotheniece of the current
BJPMinister RadhakrishnaVikhe Patil.
Born in Sweden, Nila spent her early
childhood in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra.
After completing her MBA in Sweden, she
has been activelyworkingwith the coun-
try’s Green Party for the past 25 years.

Previously, she served as a po-
Titical advisor for finance and
housing in the government of Swed-
ish Prime Minister Stefan L6fven.
Speaking about her victory, NilaVikhe
Patil said, “I amdelighted to be part
of the 349-member Swedish ParTiament.
My grandfather, Balasaheb Vikhe Patil-
who used to make me read the Maharashtra
state budget when I was just 15-would
have been proud of my success had he been
alive today. I Tove Indiaverymuch.” The
electionof awomanof Indianoriginasan
MP has brought great joy to the people of
Maharashtra, occurring as the opposition
alliance in the Swedish parliamentary
election securedarazor-thinmajority

@yw1 nning 176 seats. Y,

WestBengal Issue
BJP Lacks Courageto
Face Fair Elections

Pramod Tiwari Lashes Out

NEW DELHI: Congress Rajya Sabha MP Pramod
Tiwarihasstated thatthe BJP lacks the courage to face
the West Bengal Assembly by&electionsinafair manner.
Heexpressed hisviews onseveralissues, including thearrest
ofaCongress candidate contesting the West Bengal by &e-
lection, allegationsregarding ameetingattended by Rahul
GandhiinIndore,andanotice sentto Arvind Kejriwalin
; Delhiunder
the SIR (Sy-
stematicIn-
formation
Retrieval)
process.
“They (the
BJP) enga-
geinintim-
idating, threatening, or co&opting opposition candi-
dates. Theylack the courage to contest elections fairly.
Thatiswhya Congress candidate in West Bengal hasbeen
arrested in connection with a20&year&old case.

There was no wrongdoing on his pa-
rt in that matter; that is precisely why he has be-
en active in the public sphere all these years.
Doesthe BJP nothave the chance to win by facing ele-
ctionsdemocratically? Ithasbecome their habit to eit-
herbuy off opposition candidates or send them tojail.
Union Minister Pralhad Joshihasalleged that Rahul
Gandhi criticized Prime Minister Modi’s mother during
hisspeechinIndore.Ilistened to Rahul’s speech twi-
ce;he madeno commentsregarding anyone’s mother.
Through the SIR process, an exerciseisunderway to rem-
ovethe names of Delhi’s former Chief Minister, his wife
(anIncome Tax official), and his family members from
theelectoralrolls. By doing this, the BJP isremoving vo-
terswho donotsupportthem ordonotvote for them,”
Pramod Tiwaristated.

_BDead Arter Gar Swept Away by

Floodwaters

Upon receivingthe informa-
tion, arescueteamrushedto
thescene.

The car, which had been
trapped inthe stream, was
pulledout. The eight occupa-

BHOPAL: Floodwaters
weresurging through astream
near the Maa Baglamukhi
Templein Nalkheda, located

in theAgarMalwa districtof ntswereretrieved and taken
Madhya Pradesh. A car atte- toanearbyhospital; however,
mptingtocrossthestreamwas doctorsexamined themand
sweptaway by the current. declaredalleight dead.
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Glimpses of closing ceremony of SEMICON India 2026 at Yashobhoomi,
Dwarka, in New Delhi

16,500 Police Pexsonnel
Deployed for Security

CHENNAI Vlnayagar

idolswereimmersedin the
seayesterday after being
takenin processionsalong
designated routesin Chennai.
Astheimmersion process co-
ntinuestoday, 16,500 police
personnelhavebeendeployed
toensuresecurityand prev-
entanyuntowardincidents.
Vinayagar Chaturthiwas
celebrated with great ferv-
oracrossthe countryonthe
14th. Following this, theim-
mersion ofidols—whichhad
beeninstalled forworshipin

il
Chennai—isproceedingin
full swing.

Atotalof1,562idols, inst-
alledbyvarious organizations,
hadbeenthefocusof special
prayersover the past fivedays;
the police granted permis-
sion for theirimmersionin
theseayesterdayand today.
Accordingly,arrangements
fortheimmersion havebeen
madein coordination with
the Corporationatfourde-
signated coastallocations:
Srinivasapuramin Pattina-
pakkam, University Nagar

inNeelankarai,

Kasimedu Fishing Ha-
rbour,and theareabehind
the ‘Popular Weighbridge’
inThiruvottiyur. In the fir-
stphase,idolsinstalled by
the ShivSenaand private
organizations weretakenin
processionsand immersed
yesterday.

Today, idolsbelonging
to major organizations,

includingthe Hindu Mun-
nani,arebeingimmersed.
Giantcranes with capacities
of 80 tonnesand 20 tonnes
havebeenkeptreadyatthe
beaches for this purpose.
Furthermore,actingonthe
orders of the Chennai Poli-
ce Commissioner, a total of
18,500 personnel—com-
prising 16,500 officersand
police constablesalong with
2,000 Home Guard membe-
rs—havebeendeployed for
security duties.

India, Japan air chiefs attend
‘Exercise Veer Guardian 2026’
a atJodhpurAlr Fore Statlon

JODHPUR:Indian Air
ChiefMarshal Amar Preet
SinghandJapan Air Self&De-
fenseForce (JASDF) Chiefof
Staff General Takehiro Morita
wereboth presenton Sunday
at Air Force Station Jodhpur
duringthe ongoing Indo&-
Japan bilateral air exercise
‘Veer Guardian&2026.

Thelndian AirForceand
theJapan Air Self&Defense
Force (JASDF)are conducting
thebilateralair exercise, with
bothsides participating with
their frontline fighteraircraft.
ThelAFisparticipatingwitha
diversemixoffrontlinecombat
aircraft,includingtheindig-
enous Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas, Su&30MKIand
Rafalefighterjets.

TheJASDFisparticipating
intheexercisewithits F&2A
fighteraircraft. Thebilateral
airexercisecomesasearlier,on
September 10, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh described
Tokyosendingitsfighterairc-
rafttoparticipatein Exercise
Veer Guardian, takingplace
inJodhpur,asa“significant
milestone” for India&Japan
defencepartnership.

InapostonX,heunder-

lined thatthe maiden visit of
theJapan Air Self&Defence
Force (JASDF) fighteraircraft
toIndiareflectsthegrowing
trustand shared commitment
topeaceandstabilityinthe
Indo&Pacific.

Herecalled the “highly
productivediscussions” with
hisJapanese counterpartin
New Delhilastmonth, and
notedhowmutual exchange
ofvisitssuchas Exercise Veer
Guardianfurtherstrengthens
thissynergy. Meanwhile, on
September 8, theIndian Air
Forcewelcomed F&2 fighter
jetsoftheJapan Air Self&De-
fence Force (JASDF) for the
bilateral combatexercise ‘Veer
Guardian2026’ Announci-
ngthelaunchofthejointair
defencedrills, theIndian Air
Forcehighlighted thestrategic
objectiveoftheengagement.

InapostonX,themedia
coordination centreoftheIAF
wrote, “Theskiesover Jodhpur
aresetforhigh&octaneaerial
actionasthe#IAFwelcomes
F&2sof#JASDF for Ex Veer
Guardian. Strengthening
interoperability, sharpening
skillsand takingthe Indo-J-
apandefencepartnershipto

Bl Force (IAF) and the Jap-
an AirSelf Defence Force
(JASDF) willbeginat Air
Force Station Jodhpur. It
willcontinuetill September

P ——==—~ax 27,2026, the Ministry of

Defencereleasesaid.

Duringthefourteen&-
day exercise, participating
airwarriorswillundertake
advanced operational miss-
ionsand engagein extensive
professionalinteractions.

$45.1 billion,
Pentagontells Congress

WASHINGTON : The
ongoing US conflictwithIran
hascostthe Trump Admin-
istrationanestimated USD
45.1billion, accordingtoa
Pentagon estimate provided
tothe US Congress on Friday,
CNNreported, citing two so-
urcesfamiliar with the matter.

Accordingto CNN, citing
thesources, thelatestfigure
includesUSD43.6billionin
war&related costs through
September 3,alongwithan
additional USD 1.5 billion
for extrafuel. However, the
Pentagon’sestimatedoesnot
representacompleteaccou-
ntingofthefinancial cost of
the conflict. Accordingtoone
ofthesourcescitedby CNN,
thefiguredoesnotincludethe
costofrepairingdamaged US
militarybasesandbuildings
anddoesnotprovidetheUS
Congress with a detailed
assessmentofindirect mili-
tary&operation costs.

Thelatestestimateishigher
thanthe USD 38billion cost
projectedbythe Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) through
August1andalsoexceedsthe
Pentagon’searlier estimate of
USD 37.5billioninJuly. The
CBO, inits September 15
reporttitled Estimating the
Costof Combat Operations
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AgainstIran, estimated that
the Department of Defense
hadincurredapproximately
USD 38billionin costsasof
August 1. Theagencysaid the
estimate covered operational,
logisticaland sustainment
costs,including replacing
expended munitionsandequ-
ipmentlostinbattle,increased
flyinghours, other military
operationsand higher fuel
costs. The CBO cautioned
thatits estimate was subject
to “considerableuncertainty”,
asitrelied on government
databasesand publicrepo-
rtsafter the Department of
Defensedid notrespondto
itsrequests forinformation.
Accordingtothebudget
office, the cost of the conf-
lict could continue torise
dependingon theintensity
offighting. Itestimated that
another month of conflictwo-
uldcostaround USD 2 billion
ifviolenceremainedatlevels
seenin Mayand June, while
monthly costs could reach
USD 3billioniffightingre-
turned toapproximately the
intensity seenin July.
“Monthlycostscouldbe
higherstilliftheviolenceesc-
alated further;’ the CBOsaid.
ThePentagon’slatest USD45.1
billion figure therefore comes

asthefinancialburden ofthe
conflictcontinuestoincrease,
while several categories of
potential expenditureremain
outsidethe currentestimate.
The CBOhadalsonoted that
its USD 38 billion figure did
notinclude costsborne by
otherpartsofthefederal go-
vernmentor certainexpenses
alreadyaccountedforinthe
federalbudget.Italsoident-
ified thelargeexpenditure of
missile&defenceinterceptors
asamajor opportunitycostfor
the Department of Defense,
sayingthe spending would
leavethe USwithareduced
inventoryofinterceptorsfor
several years.
Beyonddirect military
spending, the conflicthasalso
generated wider economic
effects, particularlythrough
disruptionsto oiland natu-
ral&gasshipments through
the Straitof Hormuzand sh-
ippingthroughthe Red Sea.
Accordingtothe CBO, those
disruptionshave contributed
tohigherglobalenergyprices,
affecting crude oilaswell as
refined petroleum products
suchasgasoline, dieselandjet
fuel. Theagencyestimated that
higherenergyprices would
putadditional pressure on
consumer inflation. It proj-

ected that, inthefirstquarter
0f2027,inflation measured
bythe personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) pricein-
dexwouldbe 0.5 percentage
pointshigher thanits Febr-
uary2026 projection, while
core PCEinflation wouldbe
0.3 percentage pointshigher.
The CBOalsoestimated
thathigherenergypriceshad
added2.3percentagepointsto
theannualised rate of overall
PCEinflationinthesecond
quarter of2026, when PCE
inflationstoodat5.3 percent.
Theeconomicimpactcould
extendto USborrowingcosts
aswell. The CBO estimated
thatthree&month Treasury
billrateswould benearly 0.2
percentage pointshigherin
2026thanprojectedin Febr-
uary, whileby the firsthalfof
2027theywouldbelessthan
0.1percentage pointhigher
than previously projected.
Thebudgetofficealsosaid
the USadministration had
requested USD 87.6billionin
supplementalappropriations
inJune,includingUSD 67.1
billion for the Department
of Defense. Of thatrequest,
USD42.3billion appeared

directlyrelatedtothe conflict,
accordingtothe CBO.

Atthesametime,the CBO
saiditcould notestimate pot-
entialadditional costslinked
todiplomaticoperationsand
foreignaid becausesuch ex-
penseswould dependonthe
outcome of the conflictand
couldbespread across dif-
ferentareasofgovernment
spending. Thelatest Pentagon
figure, reportedby CNN, thus
representsahigher costthan
theearlier CBO assessment,
whilealsoleavingoutsome
expensesassociated with the
broadermilitaryoperation.

CNNreported thatthe
Pentagon’s latest estimate
was communicated tolaw-
makers on Friday, with the
USD 1.5billion additional
fuel expenditure bringing
thetotalto USD45.1billion.
The financial assessment
comesas the conflict cont-
inuesto carryimplications
beyond thebattlefield, with
militaryexpenditures, energy
disruptions, shipping press-
uresandinflationaryeffects
contributingtothebroader
economicimpactidentified
bythe CBO.

Yudh Abhyas 2026

Indian, US armies conductlive firing drill
withM777 Howitzers at Mahajan Range

RAJASTHAN: Indian
and US Army personnel con-
ductedaliveefiringdemon-
stration involvingthe M777
Ultra Light Howitzer (ULH)
atthe Mahajan Field Firing
Range (MFFR)in Rajasthan
aspartoftheongoingbilat-
eral Exercise Yudh Abhyas
2026, showcasingartillery
capabilities, operational co-
ordination and exchange of
battlefield practices between
thetwo forces.

Accordingto an official
update by the Indian Army,
thegun crews, fromthe
Indianside demonstrated
precision, professionalism
and combat readiness, while
thevisiting US contingent
laterinteractedwith ULH
Battery personnel at the gun
positions to exchange oper-
ational knowledgeand best
practices.

Thelive-firingactivity
was part ofthe ongoing bil-
ateral military exercise bet-

ween Indiaand the United
States, aimed atenhancing
interoperability, joint op-
erational capabilities and
coordination between the
two armies. The Mahajan
Field Firing Range, located
in Rajasthan’s Bikaner di-
strict, isthe Indian Army’s
largestand oldest fieldfiring
range.
Thelived-firingdemon-
stration followed a Lecture-
&cumeDemonstration on
theday of deployment ofthe
M777ULH conducted at
MEFFR on Wednesday. The
sessionfocused on technical
andtactical aspectsofthe
artillery system, withemph-
asisonimprovingoperatio-
nalefficiency, joint artill-
erytacticsandfielderlevel
coordination. The demon-
stration covered the “duties
ofkey appointments, gun
deployment, local defence
coordination, movement to
alternatepositions during

counteré~bombardment
and shootéranderscoot dril-
Is” Theactivity also provided
anopportunityfor personnel
frombotharmies to interact
and exchange professional
knowledge and best practi-
ces, accordingto the Indian
Army. Exercise Yudh Abhy-
as2026isthe22nd edition of
theIndiae»US joint military
exerciseand began on Sept-
ember 15.

Thetwodrweek exercise
isbeing conducted simulta-
neously atthe Auli Foreign
Training Nodein Uttarakh-
and andthe Mahajan Field
Firing Rangein Rajasthan.
Theexercise brings together
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Acleanupdrivewas conducted at Palavakkam Beach to mark International Coastal Cleanup Day. More than
300 participants took partintheinitiative, removing 2.40 metrictonnes of waste. The eventwas presided
overbyAshaA|jit, Director ofthe Environment, Forests and Climate Change Department; Athab Rasool,
Deputy Commissioner (South Zone); and Sumish Soman, Director of the Tamil Nadu Coastal Area Pro-
tection Project. Bhattacharya, Deputy Secretary, and Bhaskar Seal, Under Secretary ofthe Environment,
Forestsand Climate Change Department, attended as special guests.

around 600 personnel from
eachside. Major General
Amaresh Gunjan, Gene-
ral Officer Commanding,
14 Infantry Division, and
Colonel Benjamin Jackman,
Commander, 1st Infant-

ry Brigade Combat Team,

11th Airborne Division, US
Army, addressedtheparti-
cipatingcontingentsat the
openingceremony.

The US Pacific Comm-
andsaidon X that USand
Indian Armyforces had offi-
cially opened Exercise Yudh
Abhyas2026 on September
15, beginningtwo weeks of
bilateraltrainingfocused on
“readiness, interoperability

and cooperation”.

Accordingto the Minist-
ryofDefence, the exerciseis
aimed at enhancingthejoint
military capability of the two
armies for theemployment
of Integrated Battle Groups
inmountainousand semicr-
mountainousterrain, with
anemphasis on infantrye-d-
ominated operations.

Theexerciseisalsofoc-
used on strengtheninginte-
roperability, facilitating the
exchange of best operational
practicesandimprovingjoi-
nt planning and execution.

Technology infusion is
another key component of
Yudh Abhyas2026. The tr-
aining programme includes
theemployment of drones
and autonomoussystems for
surveillanceandreconnais-
sance, whiledemonstrations
of contemporary weapon
systems are beingconducted
atthe Mahajan Field Firing
Range.

Maharashtra: Luxury Car

FaIIsOffFIyover -3 Dead
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MUMBATI: Three people lost their lives after
aluxury car plunged from a flyover in Maharashtra.

Early thismorning,around 5 AM, aluxury car was tr-
aveling from the Marine Drive area of Mumbai towa-
rds Haji Ali. Four young men were inside the vehicle.
While traversing the flyover connecting Marine Drive to
the coastalroad, the driverlostcontrol, and the car fell off

thestructure.

Threeoftheoccupants,includingayoungmannamed
SanayGazal (21),died onthespot. Thefourth occupant was
rescued withsevereinjuriesand hasbeenadmittedtoanea-
rbyhospital for treatment. The policehaveregisteredacase
regardingtheaccidentandare conductinganinvestigation.
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Devotees Gathering for GarudaSeva

TIRUMALA: Theann-
ual Brahmotsavam festival
atthe Tirupati Lord Venka-
teswaratemplebeganonthe
15th. Yesterday—the fifth
dayand ahighlight of the
festival—devoteesflocked
to Tirumala to witness the
Garuda Seva. Astheevent
coincided with thefirst Sat-
urday of the Tamil month of
Purattasi, the turnout was
significantly higher than usual.
Large numbersof devotees
from Tamil Nadu, Karnat-
aka, AndhraPradesh,and
Telanganabegan streaming
into Tirumalaasearlyas Fr-
idaynight.

Yesterday morning,
duringthe ‘Mohini Alan-
kara Seva, approximately
200,000 devotees gathered

alongthe four Madastreets
surrounding the temple.
Additionally,around 100,000
peoplehadassembledin ot-
herareas. Reportsindicate
thatapproximately 200,000
peopletraveled between Ti-
rupatiand Tirumala from
yesterdayafternoon through
thenight. Consequently, an
estimated 500,000 devotees
gathered for this GarudaSeva.
Anticipatinga massiveinflux
ofdevoteesfrombothlocal
areasand other states,around
5,000 police personnel were
deployedto ensuresecurity.

Devasthanamsurveillance
teamswerealsoengagedin se-
curity duties. Additionally, the
OCTOPUS commandoforce
andthe Armed Reservepolice
conducted intensive patrols.

Round&the&clock surveil-
lance was maintained using
dronecameras. Asasecurity
measure,abanontwo&wh-
eelerstravelingto Tirumala
wasimposed startingat 6:00
PMon Friday. Sinceall special
darshanslotswere cancelled,
devoteescould only haveda-
rshan ofthe Lord throughthe
general ‘Sarva Darshan’ queue.
Yesterday evening, at precisely
6:30PM, the deity (Malaya-
ppaSwamy) emerged from
the Vahana Mandapam at
Tirumala, mounted on the
Garuda Vahanam. Devotees
chanted “Govinda, Govinda”
with such fervor that the
sound seemed to piercethe
heavens. The Garuda Va-
hana Sevaprocession then
proceeded alongthe Mada

streets. Devotees gatheredin
large numbers everywhere
towitnessthe deity. The De-
vasthanam’s SVBC channel
broadcast the procession
liveon giantscreenssetupat
variouslocations. Freefood
distribution (*Annadanam®)
for devoteesbegan as early
as10:00 AM. Devotees were
provided with free meals,
drinking water,andteaatva-
riouslocationsin Tirumala,
includingthe *Mada* streets.
Officials—including TTD
TrustBoard ChairmanB.R.
Naidu, Executive Officer M.
Ravichandra,and Additional
Executive Officer Venkaiah
Chowdary—frequentlyint-
eracted with the devoteesto
inquire about the facilities
andanygrievances.

Under TVKrule, the competition would be

between power cutsand sickle attacks
Stalinatthe DMK’s‘Mupperum Vizha'

CHENNAIL: DMK Pre- _
sident M.K. Stalin has sta- |
ted, “No oneis qualified to
grademy MISA sacrifice.”
The DMK’s Mupperum Vizha’
(Grand Tripartite Festival)

washeld yesterday at Anna |

Arivalayam in Chennai.
DMK President M.K. Stalin
presided overtheeventand

presented various awards.
Awards were conferred as
follows: the ‘Periyar Award’
to Agricultural Wing Deputy
Secretary Ku. Chellappa; the
Anna Award’to Salem Cen-
tral District General Council
President Salem G.K. Subash;
the ‘Kalaignar Award’to Dep-
uty General Secretary Trichy
Siva; the ‘Pavendhar Award’
to Medical Wing President
KanimozhiN.V.N.Somu; the
‘Professor Award’to Executive
Committee Member MISA
S. Ahmed Thambi; the M.K.
Stalin Award’to Youth Wing
DeputySecretary Na. Ilaiyar-
aja; and the ‘MurasoliSelvam
Award’tojournalistand writer
P Thiruma Velan. Speaking at

theevent, General Secretary
Duraimurugansaid, “Wehave
faced numerouselections; we
havetasted bothvictory and
defeat. Thatisnaturalin elect-
ions. Inthe past, we contended
withavisible adversary. But
this time, an entity resemb-
lingan invisibleillusionist
has arrived and established
itselfhere. Thisillusionist has
spread across Tamil Nadu.
Our cadres are standing on
the battlefield at two fronts.
We must observe whether the
enemy appears as anillusio-
nistor asa tangible opponent.
We must emerge victorious.”
Subsequently, M.K. Stalinspoke
asfollows: “Having claimedto
have quitactingin films, heis
now actingas Chief Minister

U:puuluul.u

beforethepublic. First, itwas
‘punchdialogues, andnow it
is ‘foreign shoots’—itis alljust
‘Reels’” Under the DMK reg-
ime, Tamil Nadu ranked first
ineconomicgrowth; underthe
currentadministration, it ranks
firstintheriseoflivingcosts. Yet,
thenews focuses only on what
coat the Chief Minister wore,
whatsilk *veshti* (dhoti) he
donned, the color of the *pottu*
(bindi) on hisforehead, or what
theastrologer predicted. Itis
truly repulsive to witnessthis.
Tousetheirownparlance, the
only competitioninthisadmin-
istrationis between two things:
power cutsandsickle attacks.
Heclaimsto havevisited Lond-
ontoattractinvestments. Why
travel allthe way to London

 tosignacontractwitha
. companythatisalready
basedinlIndia? Unable
to answer the questions
raised by Udhayanidhiin
the Assembly, they resort
todivertingattention by
bringingup MISA andthe
Sarkaria Commission.
IThave no needtoprove
my MISA detention to you.
You lack the standing to gr-
ade my sacrifices. Usually,
byerelectionsoccuronly up-
onthedeath of alegislator.
However, for the first time,
this byrelection has arisen
because democracyhasdied.
Itservesasan opportunityto
teachtherulingpartyalesson
regardingtheir integrity and
arrogance. Votersin Madur-
anthakamand Dharapuram
mustteach the DMK afitting
lesson by votingagainst them.
Campaigninawaythat appeals
to Gen&Z youth—speaking
their language and reaching
them directly ontheirmobile
phones. M.K. Stalin spokein
this manner.

Rope car service at Palani to
resume from the 2 2nd

DINDUGUL:Ithas been
announced that the rope car
servicewill resume on Septe-
mber 22ndfollowingthe com-
pletion of maintenance work.
Theworlderenowned Palani
Murugan Templeissituated
atop ahill.

Themainroutestoreachthe
templefromthefoothillsarethe
flight of steps and the ‘Elephant
Path. Additionally, rope carand
winchtrainservices are avail-
ableto facilitate easy travel for
devoteesto the hilltop temple.

Manydevotees prefer the &
ropecarserviceasitoffers
aquick journey while al-
lowing themto enjoy the
scenic beauty of Palani
Hill; furthermore, the se-
rviceprovides a delightful
fourism experience. ;

Routine monthly and
annual maintenanceworksare
carried out at the Palanirope
carstation to ensure devotee
safety, duringwhich time the
serviceis suspended.

serviceatthe Palani Murugan
Temple had beentemporarily
suspendedforthepast 64days
duetoannual maintenance. Du-
ringthisperiod, devotees used
thewinchtrainandtheflightof carservicewillresumeonthe
Accordingly, theropecar  stepstovisitthe hilltop temple. 22nd ofthismonth.

¥ llation of
- newcabins,
- trialruns,
andrenov-
ationwork—were carried out.
Withallworks now completed,
the temple administration
hasannounced thattherope

Local 20.09.2026 OutStation21.09. 2026|

Biometric Aadhaar Verification
Mandatory by October1to Receive
SubS|d|zedLPG Cylinders

NEW DELHI It has
been made mandatory for
recipientsofsubsidized
LPGcylinderstocomplete
biometric Aadhaarverific-
ationby October 1 inorder
tocontinuereceivingthe
subsidy.

Inastatementregar-
dingthis, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
said, “Biometric Aadhaar
Authentication (BAA)has
been made mandatory for
domesticLPG consumers
toreceive LPGcylindersat
thesubsidized retail price,
effective October1,2026.
Thismeasureaimsto ensu-
rethatsubsidized domestic

LPG cyhnders reach gen—
uineandeligiblehouseh-
oldsandtopreventtheir
diversion for commercial
andindustrialuse.
AsofSeptember19,27.43
croredomestic LPG cons-
umers—representing 89.9
percentofthetotal—have
already completed the Bio-
metric Aadhaar Authentic-
ation. These consumersdo
notneedtotakeany further
action; their LPGcylinder
bookingswill continueas
usual. Oncethisverificat-
ionprocessiscompleted,
consumerswhohavenot
yetdonesowillalsobeable
tobooksubsidized refills.

TheBAA canbe completed
during LPGdelivery,atthe
distributor’sshowroom, or

/ viathemobileappsofthe

respective Oil Marketing
Companies.
Indanecustomerscanuse

- the‘IndianOilONE’ app,

BharatGas consumersthe
‘HelloBPCL app,and HP
Gascustomersthe ‘HP PA-
Y’ app. Consumerscan co-
mplete this processthemse-
lvesfrom homeusingthese
apps. Consumerswhodo
notwishtoorareunableto
completethe BAA cancon-
tinue toreceive LPG;how-
ever,they [mustuse] digital
channels—includingthe
consumer website, mobile
app, WhatsApp chatb ot,or

eir preferencethroughthe
available channels.

Such consumerscan
obtain LPGatmarketrate-
s—withoutthesubsidy—in
locallyavailable 5kgor 10
kgcylinders.

Initially, consumers were

555

askedtocompletethe BAA
(Beneficiary Authenticat-
ion/Verification) process
by June 30,2026.Subseq-
uently, thisdeadline was
extended multipletimes,
with September 14being
thelatestdeadline.
DomesticLPGissoldata
pricelower thanits cost pri-
ce. Thesubsidypercylinder
stood atapproximately
3210in September2026.
TomaintaindomesticLPG
pricesatconsumer&fri-
endlylevels, the govern-
mentprovided322,000
croreincompensationto
oilmarketing companies
during2022&23. Itisalso
providingZ30,000 crore
fortheyears2025&26and
2026&27.Consumerswho
havenotyetcompleted the
‘BAA processareadvised to
dosobefore October 1.
Forassistanceregarding
LPGservices, consumers
cancontactthetoll&free
helplinenumber 18002333

PMaddressing the gatheringonthe occasion of 20th Rozgar Mela via V|deo conferencing.

Number of NGOs Halved Foreign
FundingIncreases

NEWDELHI Overthe

pastdecade, thenumber
ofvoluntaryorganizati-
ons (NGOs)inIndiahas
droppedbyhalf. However,
thetotal volume of fundsre-
ceived fromabroadhasin-
creased. Thiswasstatedina
reportsubmittedtoaJoint

Parliamentary Committ-
eebyateamofofficialsled
by Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan.
In2015,thenumber of
NGOsregistered under
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA)
inIndiastoodat29,022;

currently, thatfigurehasfa-
llento 14,466. Despite this
reductioninthe number of
NGOs, theinflow offoreign
fundsrosefrom?17,832cr-
orein2015&16t0322,974
crorein2024&25.
TamilNaduhasthehighest
number ofactive NGOs
(2,102), followed by Mah-
arashtra(1,578)and Karn-
ataka(1,355). Delhiranks
firstin termsofreceiving
funds.

Amongthe contributors,
the United States provid-
edthehighestamountat
312,113 crore, followed by

the United Kingdom with
32,414 crore. Themajority
ofthe fundswerereceived
forsocialworkand theedu-
cationsector.
Inthe2024&25 financial
year, Christian organizati-
onsreceived31,345crore,
while Hindu organizations
received¥328 crore. Mea-
nwhile, the FCRA registra-
tions0f21,983 NGOshave
been cancelled so fardue
toviolations of regulations
or failure to submitannual
accounts.
Thiswasstatedintherep-
ort.

Son avenges father's murder
after 25yearwait, Agruesome

incidentin Madurai

MADURALI: Aninci-
dentin Madurai,wherea
manavengedhisfather’s
murder after waiting for 25
years, has caused signifi-
canttension.
SappaniSaravanan (50)
wasaresidentof Sappani
Kovil Streetin the Solai
Alagupuramareaof
Maduraicity. Hereportedly
hadseveral criminal cases
pendingagainsthimand
hadpreviouslyservedtime
inprison for some ofthem.
Earlyyesterdaymorning,
hevisitedateashop.
Atthattime, afive-member
gangarrivedand chased

him. Fearingforhislife,
hetriedtoflee. Thegang
pursued himrelentlessly
andhackedhimrepeatedly
asheran.Hesustained
severeinjuriesanddied on
thespot. Uponreceiving
theinformation, theJai-
hindpuram policearrived
atthescene, recovered
Saravanansbody,and
sentitto Madurai Rajaji
Government Hospital for
apost-mortem examina-
tion. Theyalsolaunched
aninvestigationintothe
motivebehind themurder
andbegansearchingforthe
perpetrators.

Subsequently, the
policearrested ten
individualsaccused
ofthemurderand
interrogated them.
Theinvestigationre-
vealed that Sappani
Saravananhadbeen
theprimeaccusedin
thebrutalhacking
murder of Push-
paraj,aresident of
Melaraja Street,
backin2001.
Policeinquiries further
disclosed that Pushparaj’s
son, Balamurugan—who
hadbeenwaitingtoavenge
hisfather’sdeath—carried

outthekillingalongwith
hisaccomplicesafteralapse
ofapproximately25years.
Thisincidentofretalia-
torymurderhascauseda
major stirandshockacross
Madurai.
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