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MoU for Global Skills Centre in Chennai
signed inthe presence of CM Vijay

High-payingjob opportunltles for800techn|cal professionals

CHENNALI: Atanevent
organized bytheIndustries,
Investment Promotionand
Commerce Department,a
Memorandum of Underst-
anding (MoU) was signed
today—in the presence of
Chief Minister Joseph Vija-
y—between the TamilNadu
governmentsnodalagency
(Guidance)and the US&based
Starbucks Coffee Company.
Theagreement pavesthe way
for Starbucks to establisha
Global Capability Centre
(GCC)in Chennai, creating
high&payingjobsfor 800

technology professionals.

Starbucks, theworld’s largest
coffee company, haschosen
Tamil Naduforits first&ever
GCCinIndia. The company
will operateindependently
ofitsretail joint venture
partnerinIndia, Tata Con-
sumer Products. This MoU
reinforcesthe Tamil Nadu
government’s policy of gen-
eratinghigh&payingjobsin
the GCCsector; Starbucks’

osystem further highlights
Tamil Nadu’semergenceas
aglobalhub for technolo-
gyand business services.
Speakingduring thesigning
ceremony, Anand Varad-
arajan, Chief Technology
Officer of Starbucks Coftee
Company, stated thatthey
consider Indiaacrucial
market. He noted that the
abundance of skilled tec-
hnology professionalsin
Chennai—whoareknown

entryintothestates GCCec-

Assam ChiefMinister Himanta Biswa Sarma Iald the foundation sone yesterdayforthe 3 200 MW Adani
Powerthermal power plant, tobe setup atacostof348,000 crore in Sapahar, Dhubridistrict, Assam.

Chief MinisterVijay congratulates Elavenil
Valarlvan onwinning two medals

daybeforeyesterdayinNag-

oya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan.

Approximately 11,000 ath-
letesfrom 45 countriesare
=3y participatingintheevent,
€& withacontingentof496at-
hletesrepresenting India.

thrilling final, Elavenil se-
cured second place and
claimed the silver medal.
Itisnoteworthythatearlier,
theIndian team—comprising
Elavenil Valarivan, Sonam
Maskar, and Vidarsha Vin-

oth—hadalsowon thesilver
medalinthe women’s 10m
airrifleteamevent.

With this, Elavenil has

Inaremarkableachieveme-
nt,India’s Elavenil Valarivan
won thesilvermedalin the
women’s 10m airrifleindi-

CHENNAL: The Asian held every four years. The
Games, thelargestsporting 20th edition of the games
eventafterthe Olympics,is kicked offingrandstylethe ssive performancein the

Goal to manufacture chips for
cars and televisionsinIndia

vidualeventheld yesterday.
Deliveringan impre-

achieved theimpressive feat
of winningtwomedalsina
singleday.

Union Minister Ashwini Valshnaw

NEW DELHI: Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishn-
aw has stated thata target
hasbeensetto manufacture
chipsforcarsandtelevisions
withinIndiaover thenextfive
years.Indiaaims to design
and produce chips for cars,
electrical systems, televisio-
ns, refrigerators, and other
homeappliances within this
timeframe.

The countryis making
rapid stridesin the semic-
onductor (chip) manufa-
cturing and design sector.

Companiesin thesector must
remainvigilantregardingcy-
berattacksand geopolitical
challenges.

Asother powersinthe
global supply chain may
view India’s growthasath-
reat, the industry must be
prepared to counter cybe-
rattacks and disruptions.
Under the second phase of
thesemiconductor program,
thegovernmenthasallocated

%1.27lakhcroretoexpandthe areunderwaytoexpandthe
domesticecosystemandattr- entireinfrastructure—en-
actglobalinvestments. Efforts compassing not only chip

-

testingbutalso designand
equipment manufacturin-
g—Ashwini Vaishnawsaid.

forlong&termretention
with their employers—co-
mbined with Tamil Nadu’s
excellentinfrastructureand
theincentives provided by
the state government, would
facilitate the development
ofinnovativesolutionsand
business growth. Following
the signing of the Memor-
andum of Understanding,
Chief Minister Vijay exp-
ressed great pleasure that
Starbucks Coffee Companyis

establishingits global center
in Chennai. Hestated thatthe
confidenceshowninthestate
bysuchaworld&renowned
major corporationservesas
atestamentto the talentof
thestate’syouthand demo-
nstrates that Tamil Naduis
anideal destination forsuch
prestigious companies. He
alsoextendedhisbestwishes
for the creation of numerous
new job opportunities for
Tamil Nadu’s talented you-
thandforalong, successful
partnership with Starbucks
Coffee Company.

'Whlte Hose removes CNN fromTV
Poolamid Trump'’ sfeud with media

WASHINGTON
: The White House has
removed CNNfromits
scheduledroleasthe
television poolrepre-
sentativefor Monday,
escalatingadisputethat
began after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
announcedabanon
CNN, MSNOW and §
Politicofromthe White & &
House.

CNN had been
scheduledtoserveas
the TV poolnetwork
onMonday and was
expectedtoaccompany
Trump to New York
fortheannual United Nations
General Assembly. However,
the White House’s Sunday
night “Daily Guidance and
PressSchedule”didnot name
aprimarytelevision network
forMonday’spool. Theschedule
wasissued by the White House
Office of Communications
onSunday night. The change
comes after Trump on Friday
said he was banning CNN,
MSNOW and Politico from
the White House, accusingthe
outletsof what he described
as “fake news.” “Iam proudto
announcethat, effective im-
mediately, lam banning Fake
News CNN, MSNOW (who
recently changed their name
from MSNBC dueto lack of
viewership and credibility!),
and Politico (Therecipients
ofanillegalandridiculous $8
Million Dollar subscription,
an All Time Record, directly
fromthe United States Gov-
ernment, under Crooked Joe
Biden, in order to keep them
“alive” Seems like corruptionto
mel), fromthe White Houseas
aresultoftheir constant “repo-
rting” FAKENEWS!” Trump
saidinaposton TruthSocial.

Trump added that other
media organisations could
alsofacerestrictions.

“Media Outlets shouldn’t
beableto constantly write or
report FICTION and LIES when
they’re coveringthe President
ofthe United States, the Trump
Administration, or the United
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Statesof America. Other Fake
News Media Outletsto follow,”
headded.

Theimpact ofthe decision
becameapparent onSaturday
whenjournalistsfromthe three
affected organisations were de-
niedaccessto the White House
complex, and some had their
press credentials confiscated.
CNN reporter Betsy Klein
said her hard pass failed at a
security checkpointandthata
Secret Serviceagenttold herthe
badgehadbeen deactivated. 1
gothroughacheckpoint with
theSecretService. Ishowthem
myhardpass, andIwalk past,”
Kleinsaidwhiledescribingthe
encounteron CNN.

Shesaidshe completedthe
usualsecurity process before
attemptingto enter the com-
plex. “I put my stuffthrough
essentially whatlooks like an
airportsecurity conveyor belt,
andItap mybadgeontoacard
reader. Itypein afouredigit
PIN.Ididallofthattoday. The
onlydifference wasthere was
agroup of cameras waiting
outsidethegate, watchingme
walkin,”Kleinsaid. Shesaid the
badge was rejected when she
triedtoenter. “Iwalk in, Itap
my badge, it beeps a couple of
timesandturnsred, blue, and
green, anditdidn’taccept my
PINnumber. The Secret Service
agentontheguard [post] asked
toseemybadge, and hetoldme
thatithad been deactivated,”
sheadded. Klein said she asked
the agent for an explanation
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butwasdirectedtothe White
House Press Office.

“Iasked him ifhe could
provideanexplanationasto
whyithad been deactivated,”
Kleinrecounted. “He said he
hadnofurtherinformation. I
asked him once moreifhehad
anymoredetails hecould share
withme, and hesaidthatIsh-
ouldbereferredtothe White
House Press Office,”sheadded.
Kleinalsosaid theagentreta-
ined her physical press badge.
“WhenlaskedifIcouldgetthe
badgeback, hesaid hewould be
keepingit,”shesaid. MSNOW
correspondent Akayla Gardner
described asimilarincident,
sayinganofficertold her that
herbadge hadbeen disabled.

“Officer asked metohand
overmybadge. Hesaidthat it
wasdisabled. IaskedwhyIwas
notableto getinside. Hesaid it
wasabove him,” Gardner said.

Gardnersaid her photog-
rapherwasalso denied entry,
althoughan MSNOW producer
was able to enter after scan-
ninga badge that remained
functional. The White House
Correspondents’ Association
criticised therestrictions, with
itspresident Jacqui Heinrich
sayingthedecision violated
the First Amendment. “To-
day’saction revoking access
forjournalists from CNN,
POLITICO, and MSNOW
violates the First Amendm-
ent. Theimplicationsextend
beyondthese organizations:a
standardused toexcludeone
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newsoutlet because ofits
coverage could beapplied
toanyoutletinthe futu-
re,”the statement read.
CNN also said it would
continue covering the
US government despite
 therestrictions.
“CNN’smissiontorep-
ortontheU.S.government
will continue regardless
ofany attemptsto restr-
ictphysical access to the
White House and other
government buildings
orany other attempts to
impede our journalism.
Wehavearightunderthe
U.S. Constitutiontodoour
reportingwithout hindrance or
interferencefromthegovern-
ment and thisbanisanillegal
assault on this fundamental
right” CNN saidin a statem-
ent. The dispute now centres
onthe White Housetelevision
pool, arotatingarrangement
involvingfivemajor networks
that provides shared footage
of the President’s activities,
includingtravel and events
where the entire press corps
cannot be present.
CNN’sscheduled Monday
assignment was particularly
significant because Trump is
duetotravelto New York for
the United Nations General
Assembly. CNN had been
designated asthepoolrepres-
entativeforthetrip beforethe
White Houseremoved it from
Monday’sschedule. Thedispute
hasalso raised the prospect of
legalaction. CNN, MSNOW
and Politico are preparingto
challenge therestrictionsin
court, while CNN has said it
will continueitsreporting de-
spitetheloss of physical access.
The latest development
marksafurtherescalationin
the confrontation betweenthe
Trump administration and
the affected news organisa-
tions, with the White House
nowremoving CNN froma
scheduled pool assignment
that would havegiven the ne-
tworkasharedrolein covering
the Presidentstrip tothe UN
General Assembly.
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Today horoscope

Youwill purchasehouseholditemsand elec-
tronicorelectricalappliances. Yourinterestin
spiritualitywillincrease. Directand indirect
competitioninyour profession or business will
fadeaway, and superiorsatwork willbe
supportive.

Fears, worries,and confusion will vanish,
bringing mental clarity. Your parentswillbe
relieved of fatigue and exhaustion. You will
receiveassistancein settling old debts. You will
generate profitsbyimplementing significant
changesinyourbusiness.

Youwill complete the tasks you undertake
onlyafterastruggle. Practiceaspiritof compro-
mise within the family. Outstanding duesinyour
businesswillberecovered. Composureisre-
quiredatthe workplace. Youwill extend whatever
helpyou cantothose whoseek yourassistance.
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Youwillworkenergeticallyand complete
importanttasks. Good news willarrive from
yourhometown. Outstandingduesinbusiness |+
thatyouthoughtwerelostwillberecovered. At |-
work, youwill complete tasks efficientlyand
earnappreciation.

~ Youwillcomplete certaintasksjustas

‘expected. Youwilladoptanaccommodating
attitude towardsyour spouse. Youwill replacea
vehiclethathasbeen causingfrequenttrouble.
Therewillbesudden profitsinbusiness,and
neworderswillcomeyourway.

Youwill quickly complete the tasks you
undertake. Youwillbeabletoidentifythe
trustworthy peoplearound you. Youwill
take prideinyour children’sachievements.
Youwillhave the supportofhigher-ups
atwork. Your interestin spirituality will
increase.

Youwillfindamicablessolutions to oldissuesafter
discussing them with family members.
Professionally, youwillmeetinfluential people
(VIPs). Colleagueswillbe supportiveat work.
Patienceisrequiredin

allyourendeavors.
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Unexpectedjourneys willbring gains.
Your enthusiasm and personal charisma
willincrease. Youwill gain the friendship of |}
influential peopleandbenefit fromit. Govern-
ment-related matters willbe resolved quickly.
Harmonybetween husband and wife will

improve.
e

Mental confusionwill clear, allowing you to
make firm decisions. Closenessbetween husband
and wife will grow. Yourrespect,honor,and status
insocial circles willrise. Inflow of moneyand
material possessions willbringhappiness.
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Unnecessary expenses mayarise due torela-
tivesand friends. Peace will prevailin the family
afteralongtime. Business will yield moderate
profits. Cautionisadvised while traveling by
vehicle. Youwillacquireartisticitems.

4\ Friendswill providehelpattherighttime.
Youwillfindjoyin purchasinghigh-value
items. Youwillexpand yourhome or place of
business. Interestin spiritualityand
meditation willincrease. Competitionin
businesswill decrease.

Youruniqueapproach willlead to perma-
nentsolutionsforold problems. Youwillholda
position ofinfluence within the family. You will
getacquainted with peoplein high-ranking posi-|
tions. Interestin spiritual matters will grow.

Flight Training Acc1dent
TwoKilled, Including

Student from Tamil Nadu

OTTAWA: Two people, includinga student from Tamil
Nadu,losttheirlivesinaflighttrainingaccidentin Canada.
Sivakumar,ayoung man from Tamil Nadu, and Srisaran
Thirugnanasambandam,ayoung man from Puducherry,
were pursuing their studiesin Canada. The two students
wereengagedin flight training the daybefore yesterday.

They were conducting a training flig-
htinasmallaircraft from Regina to Manitoba wh-
enthe plane unexpectedly crashed to the ground.
Bothstudents, Sivakumarand Thirugnanasambandam,
diedintheaccident. Rescueteamsrecovered theirbodies
followingtheincident. The Indian High Commission has
stated thatitisreadyto provideallnecessaryassistance
regardingtheaccident.

Floodimpact: Over 6,000 people missing—Nepal
governmentreports. Chinese mediareports state
that43 peoplelosttheirlivesinthefloodsinthe Chi-
neseregion,and more than 500 people are missing.
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Iran Sets 7 Conditions for the
USto HaIt the West Asian War

TEHRAN:Iranhaslaid
downseven conditionsforthe
United Statestostopthewarin
West Asia.Iranhasalsowarned
thatitis prepared forwar shou-
ldtheseconditionsberejected.
The US militarylaunched
attacksonIranonFebruary
28.Theconflictbetweenthe
twosideshasbeenongoing for
approximately seven mont-
hs. The USmilitaryhasbeen
targeting Iranian military
basesand weaponsdepots.
Inretaliation, Iranianforces
havebeenattacking USmilit-
arybaseslocatedin countries
suchasSaudi Arabiaandthe
United Arab Emirates.

ThegovernmentofQatar
iscurrentlyengagedinmed-

iation effortsbetweenthe US
andIrantohaltthehostilities.
Mohsen Rezaei, Secretary of
Iran’sNational Security Cou-
ncil, stated yesterday:
“Wehavesetseven co-
nditions for the US to stop
the war. We have convey-
edthese conditions to the
USthrough Qatar. Attacks

against Iran must cease.”
“Iran’sfrozen financial assets
mustbereleased. Shipping
traffichasbeen disrupted
byactionstargetingIranian
ports” “Wemustensurethe
free maritime movement of
our ships. Wehavelaid down
seven conditions, including
thisone.

Weareawaitingaresponse
fromthe United States. Ifour
conditionsarerejected, we
areprepared for war,” stated
MohsenRezaei. Furthermore,
reportsindicatethatadvanced
fighterjets,includingthe B&1B,
havebeen placed onstandby
atBritishRAFbasesand US

3 airbasesacross Gulfnations.

USembassiesinIraq, Bahra-
in,Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Qatar, Lebanon, Kuwait,and
Jordanhaveissued warnings
advising American citizens
inthesecountriestoremain
vigilant.

Consequently, reports
suggest thatamajor war co-
ulderuptbetween the United
StatesandIran.

ChiefMinisterVijay to Campaign
mAchlrupakkam onthe25th

MADURANTAKAM: Maragatham
Kumaraveliscontestingasthe candidate
forthe*Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam*
(TVK)inthe Madurantakam Assembly
constituency (Chengalpattudistrict).
Itisreported thatthe party’sleaderand
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Vijay, will
campaigninthe Achirupakkamarea
onthe25thinsupportofthecandidate.
Preparationstoerectastageatthe
foothills of Vajragiri Hill, locat-

ednear the Achirupakkam Natio-
nal Highway, have already begun.
Preliminarywork, includingleveling
the ground for the stage, is currently
underway.

Ezhil Catherine—whoissettocon-
testthe2026 Assemblygeneral election
fromthe Madurantakam constituency
representing TVK,asannouncedbythe
partyheadquarters—inspected thesite
inperson.

Remarks ahout the Prime Minister
and his mother are undignified

Senior BJPleaderscondemn Rahul Gandhl

NEW DELHI: Senior
BJPleadershave condem-
nedtheundignified rema-
rksmadebyRahul Gandhi
regarding Prime Minister
Modiandhismother dur-
ingastudenteventheldin
Indore.

Aneventtitled ‘ShatronKi
Goonj (Voice of Students)
tookplaceinIndore, Mad-
hyaPradesh, thedaybefore
yesterday.

Rahul Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition
inthe Lok Sabha, part-
icipatedintheevent,as
did stand&up comedian
Pulkit Mani. The event was
organized todiscussissues
concerningstudents. A vi-

deooftheeventwasshared
onthe Congressparty’sX
(formerly Twitter) page.
Thevideo shows Pulkit
Manisharingthestage
with Rahul Gandhiand
mimicking Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi. BJP
leadershavealleged that
remarkswerealsomade
regarding Prime Minister
Modi’slate mother during
the event. The BJP has
accused Rahul Gandhi of
mockingthe Modi&led
government’s diplomatic
approachbymimicking
the Prime Minister’svoice
inahumorous manner.
BJP National Spokesper-
son C.R.Kesavan stated,

“Bymockingthe
Prime Minister-
’smother, Rahul
Gandhihasinsulted
women. No civilized,
well&intentioned
personwould find
such uncivilized
and cheap behavior
amusing. Yet, Rahul
shared astage with
acomedianand]la-
ughedheartily. This
very culture ofincivility
thatRahulendorsesisthe
reasonwhyneither henor
the Congress partyhas
beenableto connectwith
theyouth”

Union Education Minister
PralhadJoshiremarked,

“Rahul Gandhiandthe
Congress partyhavehit
amoralrockbottom. By
insulting Prime Minister
Modi’slate mother, ithas
becomeevidentthatthey
lackevenaniotaofbasic
humanityor political dece-

»

ncy.

Five peopledied and two are missing after
being caughtinlandslides and flash
floods caused by heavy rainsin Kerala

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM:Fivepeoplehave
losttheirlivesafterbeing
caughtinlandslidesand
flashfloodscaused by heavy
rainsin Kerala;asearch op-
erationisunderway fortwo
otherswhoaremissing.
Heavyrainsarelashing
various partsof Kerala,
includingMalappuramand
Kottayam;landslides, soil
slips,andflash floodsres-
ulting from the downpour
have claimed fivelives.
Twomoreindividualsare

Asian Games: Double medal for Indiain 10m
AirRifle Impressive silver and bronze wins

NAGOYA:Indiahassecuredtwo ingsilverandbronze, respectively. and Hi- [}

medalsinasingleevent—themen’s Inthe final showdown for the
10mairrifleindividual category.
The20th Asian Gamesare currently
underwayin Japan. Intoday’s men’s
10mairrifleindividual final, India’s
Himanshuand Rudranksh putup

animpressive performance, winn-

missing,and anintensi-
vesearch operationisin
progress; rescue teams
areengagedinmoving
residentsfrom flood-
&affected areasto safer
locations.
Inviewoftheworsening
situation, Chief Minist-
er V.D.Satheesanhasdi-
rected officialsto review
thesituationeveryhour.
Hehasinstructed the
District Collectors of
Idukkiand Kottayamto
evacuatepeoplebasedon

gold medal,

Himanshu Dhillon compet-
edagainst China’s Sheng. Sheng
scored233.0 pointsto clinch the
gold, while Himanshu Dhillon se-
curedthesilver with231.0 points.

the prevailing conditions.
TheIndiaMeteorological
Departmenthasforecast

AnotherIndian shooter, Rudr-
anksh Patil, finished third in the
final withascore of230.9 points,
thereby claiming the bronze medal.
Earlier, Indiahadalsowonasilver
medalinthe men’s 10mairrifle team
event. TheIndian team, compris-
ing Rudranksh Patil, Parth Mane,

heavyrainfallin certain
partsof Keralaover thenext
fourdays.

manshu
Dhillon,
secured
second
place

withascoreof1890.1 points.

Elderlymanreuniteswith
familywith ChatGPT'shelp

b

Saman LaTl (72) hails from Fatehgarh
Gujranvillage in the Ludhianadistrict
of Punjab. On the 11th, he visited the Go-
Tden Temple inAmritsarwithhis family.
Saman Lal has Tong suffered frommemory
loss. During the trip to Amritsar, he
unexpectedly became separated fromhis
family. He did not have a mobile phone with
him, making it impossible to Tocate him.
Disoriented due to his memory issues,
Saman Lal boarded a train and traveled
to the Gaya region of Bihar.

He wandered in search of his family,
ending up about 1,200 km away from home.
A few days ago, he asked a young man named
Neeraj fromGaya for food. Upon realizing
the elderlyman’s plight, Neeraj took him
home and provided shelter. Saman Lal,
who spoke onTy Punjabi, couldonly rec-
all the name of his village (Fatehgarh
Gujran). Neeraj used ChatGPT to search
for thevillage’s location and discov-
ereditwas in the Ludhianadistrictof
Punjab. As SamanTal could not be sent
alone, he set out for Punjab and Tocated
Samanlal’s family.

Not only the family but the entire
vilTlage community warmly welcomed Sam-
anlal and expressed their gratitude to

Qhe young man, Neeraj. Y,

(entral Government Targets
Manufacturing Indigenous Bullet

Train Capable of 350 km/h by 2030

NEW DELHI: The Central Government has set
a target to manufacture ‘indigenous’ bullet tr-
ains capable of speeds of 350 km/h by the year 2030.
The Ministryof Railwayshas prepared arevised estimate
forthe Mumbai&Ahmedabad high&speedrail project.In
the proposal submitted to the Union Cabinet forapproval,
Indiahassetagoal tomanufacture ‘P35’ seriesindigenous
bullettrains—capable of operatingat 350 km/h—by2030.
Notably, Japanalso plansto commence production ofitsne-
xt&generation ‘E10’seriesbullettrainsin 2030; India’s ‘P35’

trainisconsidered equivalentto the Japanese ‘E10” The Union
Cabinethasapprovedarevised costexceeding?2lakh crorefor
the 508&km Mumbai&Ahmedabadhigh&speed rail project.
Thisfigureisdoubletheinitial estimate madein2015. This
additionalexpenditure ofapproximately¥1lakh crorewillbe
metthroughbudgetarysupportfromthe Central Government.
InDecember2024, Japanannounced the phased discontin-
uationofthe ‘E5’seriestrains currentlyin use. Consequently,
Indiainitiated work on developingthe ‘P35’ class of bullet
trains. Officialshave stated thatsince the production of Japan’s
‘E10’trainsissettobeginin2030withentryintoserviceby
2034, their operation onIndianroutes willbe considered once
theyareready. Meanwhile, workhasalready commenced
onmanufacturing ‘P28’ high&speed trainsinIndia, capable
ofspeedsupto280km/h. Furthermore, Indiaisdeveloping
theBharat Train Control System (BTCS) to manage train
speed, spacing, and safety—a system comparable to the
‘CTCS signalingmethod used in China’s railway networks.
Ofthetotal 508 km distancebetween Mumbaiand Ahm-
edabad... Atargethasbeensettocompleteallhigh&speed
raillineworksby December 2030.

th 1899.0 points, while Sou-
th Korea took the bronze with

Chinawon the gold medal wi- 1841.4points.
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The Minister of State for Defence, ShriSanjay Sethwitnessed the show bythe
SuryakiranAerobatic Team (SKAT) ofthe Indian Air Force took to the skies of
Meerutforthefirsttime to captivating spectators with abreathtaking display

Dengue Testing at Anna University
Over 20 Students Unwell

CHENNALI: Denguetests
wereconductedon studentsat
Anna University, Chennai.
Theuniversityadministration
has advised students found
to havelow platelet countsto
returntotheir hometowns for
appropriatemedicaltreatment
beforecomingbacktothehostel.
Withthe onset of themonsoon
season, the spread of dengue
feverin Tamil Naduisincreas-
ingdaily.

Notably, the Health De-
partment reportedthat 253
peopleinthestatecontracted
denguefeverinasingledaythe
day beforeyesterday. Reports
claimingthatthree Anna Uni-

versitystudentshad died due
todengue caused significant
alarm; however,

the Health Department
clarified that the student death
attheuniversitywasnot caused
by denguebut by an infection
resulting from the *Scrub
Typhus*bacterium. Amidst
this situation, dengue tests
were carried out on students
at Anna University due to
fever-relatedillnesses. Medical
screenings were conducted
onover200students, andthe
resultsrevealedthat morethan
20studentshadlow platelet
counts.

Consequently, the univer-

sityadministration advised
thesestudentstotraveltotheir
hometownsfor proper medical
treatment before returning.
Itwasalso announced that
students who do not wish to
returnto their hometowns
couldstayinahospitaltoreceive
treatment, inaccordance with
theuniversity administration’s
guidelines.

Reportsindicatethat on-
goingmedical checksarebeing
conducted to monitor the
students’health. The earlier
death ofan Anna University
student duetofever hasalready
created anxiety among the
student body.

elangana: Neurologist Dies After
Car Crashesinto Road Divider

HYDERABAD:Dr. Jaga-
deesh Babu,aneurosurgeon
from Khammam, Telangana,
wasdrivingaloneto Hyde-

outof control andcrashed =

intotheroaddivider.
Momentslater, the car
caughtfireand was engulf-
edinflames. Consequently,
Dr.Jagadeesh Babu, who
wasinthedriver’s seat, was
unable to escape the vehi-
cle. Firefightersand police

rabad yesterday morning. |
Around 7:15 AM, while l_’-—
his carwastravelingalong |
thenational highwaynear

P111a1amarr1 in Suryapet ;_ !
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arrived atthe scene upon
receiving the information
and extinguished the fire;
however, the car was comp-
letely gutted. Dr. Jagadeesh
Babu’scharredbodywasrec-
overed fromthedriver’sseat.
Preliminaryinvestigations

i

suggest thatthe vehicle may
have gone outof controldue
toalackofsleep. Police sta-
ted thataninvestigationis
underway todeterminethe
exact cause of theaccident
and the precisereason the
car caughtfire.
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Italian PM Meloni announces ban on burqas, nigabs
inschools; plans cap on foreign students per class

ITALY: Italian Prime Mi-
nister Giorgia Meloni has
announced plansto prohibit
facecoveringssuchasburqas
andnigabsinschools, while
alsoproposingalegal capon
thenumber offoreign students
permittedineach classroom.

Speakingat Fenix,ayouth
eventorganised byher Bro-
thersofItaly partyin Rome
on Sunday, Melonisaida
measure containing the pro-
posed provisionswould soon
bepresented to the Council
of Ministers. “So,ameasure
isabouttoreach the Council
of Ministersthatlegallyintr-
oducesalimitonthe number
offoreign studentsper class.
A maximumnumber, clearly.
Andthat’snotall. Italsointro-
ducesan obligation for parents
offoreign studentswith severe
integrationissuesatschoolto
learnItalianandintroducesa
banonburqasandniqabsin

schools,’ shesaid.

The Prime Minister said
themeasures wereaimedat
ensuring thatpeople coming
toltalytobuild their future
learntheItalianlanguage,
understand the country’s

cultureandrespectitsrules. &

“For us, anyone who
comestoItalyand wantsto
build theirfuturehere must
learn ourlanguage, know
our culture,andrespectour
rules.Itisthe onlyserious
waytowelcomepeople,”she
added. Ontheproposedban
onfacecoveringsinschools,
Melonisaid studentsshould
attendschool with their fa-
cesuncoveredandlinked the
measureto gender equality.

“Becauseyougotoschool
withanuncoveredfaceand
becauseinItaly,noone,inthe
nameofareal or presumed
tradition, can decide that
ayoung woman must hide

herself. Gender equality is
non&negotiable—noton
our streets,and notin our
schools,” she said. Meloni

alsosaid parents of foreign
studentsexperiencingsevere
difficultieswithintegration
intothelItalianschool system
wouldberequired tolearn
Italian. Thegovernmenthas
notyetspecified themaximum
number offoreign students

thatwould be permitted in
anindividual class.
According to current
datafromresearchinstitute
FondazioneISMU,around
930,000 students without
Italian citizenshipare cu-
rrentlyenrolledinschools
acrossItaly,accounting for
nearly 11.6 per centofthe
country’stotal school po-
pulation.
Addressinghigheredu-
cationatthe event, Meloni
alsospokeabout changes
toadmission procedures
formedicalschool. Shesaid
thegovernmenthadscra-
ppedthe multiple&choice
entrance test, describing it
asanunfairmechanism that
restricted opportunities.
“And then university—that
transition where so many
young people choose what
theywanttobefortheyearsto
come. Heretoo,weinheriteda

system that claimedin words
toguarantee opportunity for
everyonebutinpracticeleft
somebehind. Wehave unsea-
tedsome ofthese mechanisms
aswell, starting with one of
the biggest symbols of the
senselessinjustices created
byleft&wing governments:
themultiple&choiceentrance
testformedical school. We
scrapped thisinfernalmec-
hanismbecauseifyouwant
toplaythelottery,youbuya
New Year’sticket—youdon’t
enrolinuniversity; shestated.
Theannouncementswe-
remade as Melonioutlined
thegovernment’s proposed
approachtointegrationin
schools,includinglanguage
requirements for parents of
foreign studentsfacingseri-
ousintegrationdifficulties,
acaponforeignstudents per
classandabanonburgasand
niqabsinschools.

Trump to meet Mayor Zohran Mamdani
ahead of UNGA High Level Week in NYC

WASHINGTON : US
President Donald Trump
isscheduled tomeetNYC
Mayor Zohran Mamdaniin
New York on Monday (local
time),ahead ofthe 81st United
Nations General Assembly
High&Level Week.

Accordingtothe White
House’sdaily guidanceand
pressschedule for Monday,
Trump willmeet Mamdani
at4:10pm (localtime) at Gr-
acieMansion. Themeetingis
listedasclosed press.

The White Houseschedule
alsolistsameetingbetween
Trumpand French President
Emmanuel Macronat5:35pm
(localtime) in New York, follo-
wedbyaRepublican National
Committee (RNC)reception
andaMAGA Inc.dinner.On
Tuesday (local time), Trump
isalsosettomeet Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyyinNew Yorkasthe United

Ukraine Launches Massive Overnight
Drone Attack Targeting Moscow

MOSCOW: Ukrainela-
unchedafierceattack on the
Russian capital, Moscow,
overnight, deployingover
1,000 drones—an unprece-
dentedscale of assault. Two
peoplelost their livesinthe
incident.

The war between Ukraine
and Russia has entered its
fifthyear. Inrecent months,
both nations have been co-
nductingreciprocal attacks
targetingpublic infrastruc-
ture, oilfacilities, ports, and
warehouses.

Amidstthis, Ukraine
targeted Moscow witha
massive overnight drone
strikeinvolvingmore than
1,000 drones. This marks
thelargest droneattack Uk-
rainehaslaunched against

Moscow since the war began.
Notably, the attack occurr-
edwhilethethird andfinal
phaseof votingfor Russian
parliamentary elections was
underway.
Amajoroilrefineryin Mosc-
owwas struck, causingafire
thatsent plumes of smoke
billowinghighinto thesky.
Ukrainian dronesalso hit
residentialareasin Moscow,
resultingin two deaths and
seriousinjuriesto 20 people.
Commentingontheattack,
Moscow Regional Governor
Andrey Vorobyovstated,

‘A 44&yearerold woman
died afteradronestrucka
threeesstoryresidential bui-
Idingin Sofyino; five others,
includingtwo children, were
injured. Similarly, an elderly

persondiedafteraprivate
homewas hitin the Orekho-
vo&Zuyevodistrict.” Mosc-
ow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin
stated, “Amassiveattack
wasthwarted by shooting
downover 1,600 Ukrainian
dronessince Saturday. This
unprecedented attack was
clearly orchestratedwith the
aimofdisruptingtheelec-
tion; however, the enemy’s
objectivefailed”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyystated
thattheoilrefinerywas
targeted as partof Ukra-
ine’scampaign to destroy
energyinfrastructure that
fundsRussia’swar efforts.
Inapostonthesocialmedia
platformX, hestated, “We
have targeted oil hubs that

Oil Refinery Ablaze

generatebillionsofdollars,
fueling Russia’s war machi-
ne. Russian oil and logistics
centershave been destroyed
usingdomestically produc-
ed Flamingo’and ‘Pelican’
missiles, aswellasvarious

| typesofdrones.” Ukraine’s

Defense Minister remarked,
“Thisfacility suppliesmore
thanathird ofthefuelfor the
Moscowregion. Furtherm-
ore, aportion of its petrol,
diesel, and aviation fuelgoes
to the Russian military. Str-
ikingsuch facilities directly
weakensthe enemy’s ability
to continueits war ofaggre-
ssionand supply its military
units.”

Ninedeathsin Ukraine:Ina
retaliatory dronestrike near
thecapital, Kyiv,awoman
andhertwo children were
killed. Similarly, six people
lost theirlivesin adrone
attackinthe Sumyregion.
Many others sustained sev-
ereinjuriesinboth attacks;
Ukrainian officials confirm-
edtheseincidents.

President Zelenskyy alleg-
edthatinthis week alone,
Russialaunched over 2,000
drones, 1,700aerial bombs,
and 19 missiles of various
typesagainst Ukraine.

States pusheseffortstosecure
de&escalationbetween Russia
and Ukraine, withthetwolea-
dersexpectedtodiscusssteps
towardsreducinghostilities
andreviving negotiations.
Accordingto Axios, Uk-
rainian chiefnegotiator Rus-
tem Umerov, whoalsoheads
Ukraine’s Foreign Intelligence
Service,hasbeen working
with White House envoysto
arrangethetalks. The USPr-
esident'supcoming meetings
comeatatimeasworldleaders
preparetogatheratthe UN
headquartersfortheannual
high&level General Debate,
scheduled from September
22t028.
The81stsessionofthe UN
General Assemblyisbeingheld
under thetheme “Restoring
trust, managing transform-
ation: A United Nationsthat
deliversforall” Bangladesh’s
Khalilur Rahmanispresiding

overthesession.

The General Assembly
willbringtogether presidents,
prime ministersand senior
representativesfromall 193
UNmember states, whowill
outlinetheir prioritiesand

positionsonmajorinterna-

tionalissues. Earlier, United &
NationsSecretary&General

hopeand continued efforts
towardsabetterworldashe
preparestoattendhislastUN &
General Assembly (UNGA) ™,
asUN chief.

InapostonX, Guterres
said, “AsIprepare for mylast
UNGAas@UN Secretary&G-
eneral,I'vebeenreflectingon
theglobal challengespeople
face.Inthesedifficulttimes, we
havetochoosetobehopeful,
nothopeless. We cannot give
up fightingforabetter world
forall &nowmorethanev-
er” Accordingtothe United

o

Antonio Guterres called for it

Natlons the8 lstsessmn w111
focusonrevitalising global
cooperation,advancingthe
Sustainable Development
Goalsand promotingcolle-
ctiveactionfor peace, dignity
and equality. Fromthe Indian
side, External Affairs Minis-
ter SJaishankarisscheduled
toparticipateand deliveran
address.

The UN General Assemb-

-lyshlgh&level weekwillalso

featurediscussionson global
conflicts, development, clim-
atechange,

humanitarian challenges
and other pressingintern-
ationalissues. The General
Debateisexpectedtoprovide
amajor platform forleaders
topresenttheir foreign policy
prioritiesand engageonkey
globaldevelopments.

Typhoon ‘Dujuan’hits Japan
Asian Games postponed

TOKYO: Asthe Asian Ga-
mesareunderwayin Japan, the
meteorologicaldepartmenthas
issuedawarningthatamassive
stormissettostrikethe country.
Named ‘Dujuan’, the stormiis
expectedto passover the Boso
Peninsulain Chiba Prefecture
—located east of Tokyo—bet-
ween thiseveningand tonight.
Warnings have been issued

regardingpotential heavyrains,
strongwinds, and landslides.

The storm has caused di-
sruptions to transportation,
leadingto the closure of ce-
rtain sections of highways.
Theimpact ofthe stormisalso
beingfeltinthe Aichie¢»Nagoya
region, wherethe Asian Games
aretakingplace. Heavyrainsac-
companied by strongwindsare

occurring, promptingthe S
postponement oftheeque- {8
strianeventtotomorrow. g
Meanwhile, photos of
Indian cricket teampla-
yers—whohavetraveled ?
toJapan forthe Asian 3,
Games—posing with i
umbrellas amidst the §
rain havegone viral on ;
social media.

Putin’s Party Shows Its Might! Major Shlft
in Russmn Parllamentary Elections

MOSCOW:Russian par-
liamentary elections have
taken placeamidstdroneand
cyber-attacksby Ukraine. Re-

portsindicatethat Putin’s par- |§
tyispoised foraneasyvictory. §

Thewaragainst Ukrainebegan
inFebruary2022. Thisisthe
firstparliamentary election
heldinRussiasincethe conflict
started. The election serves
asalitmus test for public
supportregarding Putin’s
war policies.

Notably, mostopposition
candidates who opposed
the war were barred from
contesting. Othersanctioned
parties—suchasthe Com-
munist Party, LDPR, and
New People—arelikely to
secureonlyafewofthe450

parliamentaryseats witha
minimal share of the vote.
Politicalleadershad urged
citizens opposed to the war
to gatheratpollingstationsat
noontoregistertheir dissent;
insomeareas, people were
seenwaitinginlongqueues.
While the election was un-
derway, Ukrainelaunched
amassivedroneattackon

Moscowanditssurrounding
areas—anassaultunprece-
dentedinscale.

Three people in the
Moscow region and two
individuals—including
anelection official —in the
Russian-controlled Kher-
sonregion of Ukrainelost
theirlivesin theseattacks.
Adronestrike onan oil refin-

eryin Moscow caused afire,
sending plumes of smoke
into theair. However, Mos-
cow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin
stated that Ukraine’sattempt
todisrupt the election had
failed. The Russian Ministry
of Defencereported shooting

\ down approximately 2,000

Ukrainian dronesand eight
Flamingo cruise missiles
withinthelast24hoursalone.

Inretaliation, Russiahas
stated that it will intensify
attacks on Ukraine’s mili-
tary targets. The Election
Commission reported that,
despiterepeated cyberattacks
onRussias voting systems,
theoverallelectoral process
proceeded smoothlywithout
major disruptions.
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Sexual AssaultCase Against
‘Granite’ Veeramani

Chief MlnlsterVuay Issues Decisive Order

CHENNALI: Chief Mi-

nister Vijay has issued a
decisive order regarding
the sexualassault caseinv-
olving ‘Granite’ Veeramani.
Avolunteer from Chennai
lodgedacomplaintwith the
Anti&ViceSquad on October
6,2025.The complainantsta-
ted, “Anunidentified person
visited my officeand handed
overapendrive.
Heclaimedthedrivecon-
tained video footage showing
Veeramani (aged 84)—thepro-
minentindustrialistand owner
of ‘Gems Granites —engaging
inasexualactwithaminorgirl”
The Anti&Vice Squad exa-
mined thevideo footage on
thependrive, whichrecord-
edindustrialist Veeramani
committingasexual offense
againstaminor girl. Basedon
thisfootage, the Anti&Vice
Squadofthe Chennai Central
CrimeBranchregistered a

caseonOctober7,2025,and
launched an investigation.
Policeinquiriesrevealed that
industrialist Veeramanihad
rentedahousein Teynampet
forawomannamed Shanthi.
Itwasdiscovered that Shanthi
andherhusband, Mahendra
Simkan,hadbeen procuring
minor girlsfor Veeramaniat
thathouse.

Subsequently, the police
conductedsurpriseraidson
theirresidencesand offices.
Duringtheraids, policerecov-
eredvideoevidencerelated to
thecase,aswellasphotographs
of minor girlsand women.
Basedonthisevidence, the
Central Crime Branch An-
ti&Vice Squad arrested ind-
ustrialist Veeramaniunder
the POCSO Actfor sexually
abusing multiple minor gir-
Is.Shanthiand her husband,
Mahendra Simkan—who
hadbeensupplyingthe min-

orgirls—werealsoarrested.
Followingtheinvestigation,
allthree wereremandedto
judicial custodyandimpr-
isoned. AsthisisaPOCSO

o case, Deputy Commissioner

ofthe Central Crime Branch
Geethanjaliand Assistant
Commissioner of the Ant-
i&Vice Squad Rajalakshmi
paidspecialattentiontothe
matterandinitiatedaninqu-
irytoidentifytheminorgirls
andyoungwomen featuredin
the pendrivesubmitted with
thecomplaint.
Severalshockingdetails
emerged duringthisprocess.
Subsequently, businessman
Veeramaniwas taken into
police custody for three days
with courtpermission. Since
Veeramaniisover 80yearsold
and couldnotbebroughtoutof
prisonfor questioning, Deputy
Commissioner Geethanjali
and Assistant Commissioner
Rajalakshmiconducted the
interrogation within Puzhal
Prisonitself—fromlast We-
dnesdayto Friday—inacco-
rdancewiththe courtorder.
Theinvestigation revealed that
hehadestablishedashramsand
provided financialaid forthe
educationofunderprivileged
femalestudentsonlytoexploit
them for sexual gratification;

that ‘Gem Granite’ Veeramani
hadsexuallyabused 100 minor
girlsandyoungwomen;and
thathehadrentedabungalow
inPoes Garden for32lakh
specifically for theseillicit
encounters.

Intensiveinvestigations
into the caseare ongoing.
Amidstthis, Chief Minister
Vijayhasordered thepoliceto
takeactionagainsteveryone
involvedin the sexualassault
caseagainst Gem Granite
owner Veeramani.

With sexual allegations
against Veeramani continuing
tosurface, the ChiefMinister
hasinstructed ChennaiPo-
lice Commissioner Amalraj
toensure thatno perpetra-
torisspared and that swift
actionistakeninthe case.
This directive follows two
direct consultationsheld by
Chief Minister Vijaywith Ch-
ennaiPolice Commissioner
Amalrajoverthe pasttwo days
regarding the matter.

Following the ChiefMin-
ister’sorder, theinvestigation
into the sexual assault case
against ‘Granite’ Veeramani
hasbeenintensified. Furth-
ermore, special teamshave
been constituted within the
Anti&ViceSquadtohandle
thecase.

Syria: Massive Explosion at Arms Depot

'DAMASCUS: A massi-
veexplosionoccurredatan

armsdepotin Syria. Syria
isaMiddle Easternnation

thatexperienceda
civilwar spanning
from2011t02024.
Variousweapon-
s—includingbombs
andfirearmsused
duringthe conflict
—arestoredindepo-
tsacrossthe coun-
try,and explosions
occasionallyoccur
atthesesites.
Inarecentinci-
dent,amassive explosion

tookplacetodayatanarms
depotlocated withina
militarybaseinthetown
of Al&Eis,inthe Alep-
poprovinceofnorthern
Syria. Preliminaryreports
indicate thatfour people
were criticallyinjuredin
theblast.
Uponlearning ofthe
explosion, firefightingand
rescueteamsrushedtothe
sceneandare currentlyen-
gagedinrescueoperations.

Campaign to Oppose Mekedatu Dam
Construction Begins at Poompuhar

Concludesin Tiruvarur on Sept 24

MAYILADUTHURALI
A campaign organizedbythe
TamilNadu CauveryFarmers’
Associationbeganyesterday
atPoompuharin Mayiladut-
huraidistrict.

The campaignaimsto
press for demandssuchas
preventing the Karnataka
government from constru-
ctingadamat Mekedatuand
urging TamilNadu toinitiate
adam projectat Rasimanal.
P.R.Pandian, the General
Secretaryoftheassociation,
presided over theevent. Sp-
eakersincluded Ayyakannu,
StatePresidentof the Nation-
al&SouthIndianRiverInterl-
1nk1ngFarmers Assoc1at10n

and Tamilselvan,

District President

of the Tamil Nadu

Traders Federation.

A.M. Vikramara- |
ja,President ofthe |
Federation, flagged |
offthe campaign. |
Speakingtoreport-
ersin Karaikal, PR.
Pandianstated that
Karnataka Deputy
ChiefMinister D.K.
Shivakumariseng-
aginginafalse propaganda
campaignbyclaimingthat
Tamil Nadu allows surplus
Cauverywatertodrainintothe
sea. Intenseeffortsarebeing

with theillegal construction
ofthe Mekedatu dam. This
campaign tourisbeingund-
ertaken to unite farmersand
political parties from Tamil
NaduandPuducherry,andto
buildaconsensuson constru-

madeto Justlfy andproceed

Following Prime Minister Modi's showcasing ihefamousthirorrldoo

the Rameswaramtemple atthe BRICS summit, the numberofdevotees visiting
toseeitspillarshasbeguntorise.

ctlnga dam at Rasmanal —on
behalf of Tamil Nadu—for
thebenefitoffarmersinboth
Karnatakaand Tamil Nadu.
Gratitudewasexpressed tothe
ChiefMinister of Puducherry
forpassingaresolutionagainst
the Mekedatudam; the Pud-
ucherrygovernmentshould
alsofileacaseinthe Supreme
Courtopposingthe project.
Demandswillberaised
for the Tamil Nadu gove-
rnment to passaresoluti-
onurgingthe constructi-
onofadamatRasimanal.
Thetour proceededviaKar-
aikal, Nagai,and Thiruthur-
aipoonditoreach Mannarg-
udi.Itwasannounced thata
campaign meetingwouldbe
heldin Egmore, Chennai,on
September 23, followed by
the concluding event of the
campaigntourin Tiruvarur
onSeptember24.

Local 21.09.2026 OutStation 22.09.2026|

The Union Ministerfor Finance and Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman atthe Conference of
Finance Ministers and Finance Secretaries of States and Union Territories with Legislature on “Financing
India’s Journey towards ViksitBharat” organised by Ministry of Finance at BharatMandapam, in New Delhi

For whose whim is the new
Secretariat being built?

M.K. Stalin issues a warning

CHENNALIL Inastatement hm;.

issuedby DMK President M.K. |

Stalin, thefollowing was stated: |
Theunilateral decisionbythe
governmentto constructa
new Secretariatat Pattinapa-
kkam—amovethatdestroys
thehabitatandlivelihoods of
fishermen—deservesstrong
condemnation.

Representativesoffishe-

rmen’sassociationsmetme
todayat Anna Arivalayam
toseekthe DMK’s support
regarding thisissue.Iwish
to state that the DMK ext-
endsits full supportto the
protestsbeing conducted by
the fishingcommunityaga-
instthismoveand willstand
firmly with our fisherfolk
brothersuntil thegovernm-
entwithdrawsits decision.
Therearenumerouslocations
available for constructinga
Secretariat. Thereisalready
the Omandurar Government
Estate complex, which was
builtby ourleader Kalaig-
nar for useasa Secretariat.
Ifdesired, the hospital cur-
rentlyoperating therecould
berelocated,and the complex

couldonceagainserveasthe
Secretariat. However, reports
suggest thatthe Chief Min-
ister chose Pattinapakkam
simplybecauseanastrologer
advised thatthe ChiefMinis-
ter’sofficeshould facethesea.
Itisunacceptable forthelive-
lihoodsofthousandsoffishe-
rmentobedestroyed merely
tosatisfy one person’swhim.

Furthermore, the site
currently selected by the
Tamil Nadu government s
surrounded by numerous
schoolsandisanareaprone
toseveretrafficcongestion.
Establishingthe Secretariat
herewould causeimmense
hardshiptostudentsand the
general public. Additionally,
thefishing Villages of Mullik-

uppamand Srlmvasapuram
arelocated tothesouth ofthe
proposed constructionsitein
Pattinapakkam. Inthenorthe-
rnsector, thereareatotal of 12
residentialareas—including
RajivGandhiNagar, Bhavani
Kuppam, Irudhayapuram,
Selvarajpuram, Doomil Kup-
pam, NochiNagar,and Nochi
Kuppam—situated within
aone&kilometer radiuson
eitherside. Dueregard must
begiventotheletter subm-
itted to the government by
the Mullikuppam Panchayat
and the fishingcommunity.
We had assumed that the
Secretariatwouldnotbees-
tablished in Pattinapakkam,
given that thetwo Communist
parties—which supported

theformation ofthis govern-
ment—werealso expressing
theiropposition.

However, itis shocking
thatthe TVK government
remains adamant on this
matter, disregarding their
opposition and protests.
Theruling TVK governm-

" enthascreated asituation
where the DMK must also

vigorouslyjoin thisstruggle.
The TVK government must
heedthecriesofthefishermen
andimmediately withdraw
itsgovernmentorder.

The ChiefMinister must
openlyannouncetheaban-
donment ofthe decision to
build the Secretariatin Patt-
inapakkam. Instead, housing
for the fishermen should
beconstructedin thatarea.
Iwarn the anti&fisherm-
an TVK government that if
construction work for the
Secretariatin Pattinapakkam
continueswithanattitude of
anarchyandarrogance, the
DMK will spearhead ama-
ssive protestalongside the
fishermen. This was stated
intherelease.

Sudan: Gold Mine Collapse-11Dead

KHARTOUM: Eleven
peoplelosttheirliveswhen
agoldminecollapsedin
Sudan.SudanisaNorth
Africannation wherenum-
erous gold mines operate;
however, many ofthese
mines functionillegally.
Onesuchmineislocatedin
thetownof Oni,intheRed
SeaStateinthecountry’s
northeast.

Yesterday, more than
40peoplewereengagedin
gold extraction workat this
site.
Duringtheoperations, the
roofofthe mine collapsed,
resultinginthedeathsof11

people. Thlrtyothers sur-
vived with severeinjuries.
Additionally, someindivid-

ualsremaintrappedinside

themine. Uponreceiving
thenews, rescue teams

rushedtothesceneandare
currentlyengagedinrescue
operations.

8 “Whathappened toyour promlse7” Congress
questlons PMover rising food prices

NEW DELHI: Withfood
pricesinthe country skyro-
cketing, the Congressparty
hascriticized Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modji, asking,
“Wherehavethose ‘good days’
youspokeofgone,and what
happenedtoyour promise?”

InapostonX (formerly
Twitter) regardingthisissue,
Congress General Secretary
(Communications) Jair-

am Ramesh stated,
“Skyrocketing food
pricesacrosstheco-
untryhave broken
thebacksofthemid-
dleandpoorclasses.
Thelives of common
peoplehavebecome
miserableasthe prices
ofessential commo-
ditieshavehitrecord
highs.Inthelastmonthalone,
thepricesofitemssuchastur-
meric,black pepper, mustard
seeds,and garam masalahave
risenby 10%t025%.
Thepriceofsmall cardam-
omhasincreased from 34,000
t034,400 per kilogram, while
large cardamomhasgoneup
from<2,400t032,800.Cu-
min prices haverisen from

3360t03400 perkilogram.
Thepriceof*toor dal* (split
pigeon peas) hasincreased
fromT100to 3130 per ki-
logram, *chana dal* (split
chickpeas) from370t03100,
and*uraddal* (splitblackgr-
am) from3120t03140. The
priceof mustard oilhasrisen
from3190to3210 perlitre.
InJune, theaverageretail price
ofonionsacrossthe country
was 329.50 perkilogram;
by September, ithad risen
t0353.78. Thisrepresentsa
staggering 82.3% increasein
onion pricesinjustthreeand
ahalfmonths.

Due to rising prices,
pulses and essential food
itemsarebecominguna-
ffordable for the poor.

Yet, the Prime Minister re-
mainssilenton theissue of
rising prices.

‘Prime Minister, where
havethose “Achhe Din” (Good
Days) you promised gone?
Didtheyamounttonothing
morethanemptyrhetoric?”
...iswhatthenationisasking.
Peopleare suffering from
hunger, yetthe government
remainssilent.

Is this the ‘New India’?
Whathappened toyour pr-
omise? Whatbecame of th-
atpledgeand thatresolve?
The Modigovernmentmust
immediately take stringent
measures against this spir-
aling priceriseand provide
relieftothe common people,”
hestated.
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