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CMVijay Launches Breakfast Scheme
Expansion and Dines with Students

CM Vljayfollows in thefootsteps of Kamarajand MGR

CHENNAL: ChiefMinister
Vijayinaugurated the expa-
nsion ofthe ‘Perunthalaivar
Kamarajar Breakfast Scheme’

for middle school students |§'

(Classes6to8) in governm-
entschoolstodayin Chennai.

Atthe GovernmentMiddle § &
Schoolin Thiruvanmiyur, [\ <

Chennai, Chief Minister g,

Vijaylaunched the scheme’s
expansion, servedfoodtothe
students,and satdownto eat
withthem.

He subsequently in-
spected the school prem-
isesand conveyed hisbe-
st wishes to the students.
Ministers Anand, Aadav
Arjuna, Rajmohan, and
Jagadeeswari, along with
ChiefSecretary Saikumar
and departmental officials,
participated in the event.
Police implemented sec-
urity arrangementsatthe

ii-

school andits surroundmg
areasahead of ChiefMinist-
er Vijay’svisit. Additionally,
parentsof studentsand me-
mbersofthe publicgathered
outsidetheschooltocatcha
glimpseofthe ChiefMinister.
Theschemehascomeintoeffect

todayinall districts, excludi-
ngthe Maduranthakamand
Dharapuram constituencies,
whereby&electionsaresch-
eduledtotakeplace.

The ChiefMinister’s Bre-
akfastScheme wasoriginally
launched on September 15,

2022, withtheaim 0fprov1d1ng

breakfastto childrenstudying
in Classes 1to 5in govern-
mentschoolsacross Tamil
Nadu. Later, theschemewas
expandedtoincludegovern-
ment&aidedschoolsaswell.
Under thisscheme, aspecific

Russian Parliamentary Election
Putin’s Party Sweeps to Mega

Victory W|th 355 Seats

MOSCOW: According
toofficial preliminaryresults
releasedbyElla Pamfilova, the
head ofthe Russian Election
Commission, theruling Unit-
edRussiapartyhassecured
57.83% of thevote.

Thisvictory gives Putin
control over more than two-
thirds of the seatsin parlia-
ment. Previously, the party’s
recordstoodat343 seatswon
in2016;thatrecordhasnow
beenbroken, with the party
securinganabsolute majority
of 355seats. With thisstrength,
Putin’sgovernment can eas-
ily passany constitutional
amendmentwithoutneeding
supportfrom other parties.
Thisisthefirstparliamentary
electionheldinthe country
sinceRussialaunchedafull-
scalewaragainst Ukrainein
February2022.

The Moscow government

- -
stated thattheseelectionre-

sultsdemonstrate the Russian
peoplesfullsupportfor Putin
and his war efforts. A total
voter turnout of over 59% was
recordedacrossthethreedays
oftheelection.

TheElection Commission
noted thatdespite Ukraine
launching severe drone at-
tackson Moscowon thefinal
day of voting, citizens cast
their ballots without fear.
FollowingPutinspartyinthe
Russian parliament, the Com-
munist Party secured second

place with 40 seats. The
nationalist LDPR partywon
25seats, the ‘NewPeople’
partysecured 20 seats,and
the Just Russia party took
theremainingseats. All
thesepartieshavealready
beensupportive of Putin’s
governmentregardingthe
warin Ukraine.
Furthermore, 49
soldierswho foughtin the
Ukrainewarhavebeenelected
as Members of Parliament
representing Putin’s party.
Similarly, in the regional
leadership electionheld in
Russia’s Chechnyaregion,
RamzanKadyrov—acloseally
of Putin—securedre-election
bygarnering99.85%ofthevote.
The “Yabloko party, which
openly opposes the warin
Ukraine, wasbarred by the
courts from contesting the
parliamentarygeneralelection;

consequently, the partyfailed
towinasingleseatin parlia-
ment. However,itachieveda
minorvictoryintheNovgorod
regionallegislative election by
securingover 6% of thevote,
withmorethan 12,000 people
voting fortheanti-war party.
Russian opposition figures,
the European Union, and
Western nationshavealleged
thatopposition parties were
suppressedandthattheelection
wasnotfair.

Inparticular, countries
including Britain, Australia,
and Canadahave strongly
condemned thefactthatvot-
ingwasconductedinareas
of Ukraine seized by Rus-
sia. Moscow, however, has
categorically denied these
allegations, asserting that
theelection was conducted
inacompletely democratic
andlawful manner.
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Indian O1l Approves 2,449 Crore
Investment for Kochi Kumari &
Thoothukudi Gas Pipeline PrOJect

DELHI: Indian Oil Co-
rporation hasapprovedan
investment of32,449 crorefor
the Kochi&Kumari&Thoot-
hukudi gas pipeline project.
The Board of Directors of
Indian Oil Corporationhas
sanctioned the investment
tolayand operateanatural
gaspipeline spanning424.65
km from Kochiin Keralato
Thoothukudiin Tamil Nadu.
Through the Kochi&Kann-
iyakumari&Thoothukudi
gaspipeline project, natural

gaswillbetransported from
Kochito Thoothukudi.

The pipeline will have
the capacity to distribute
6.84 million cubic meters
(68.41akh cubic meters) of

(17.11akh cubic meters) per
daywillbeallocated for co- £~
mmon carrier use, allowing
third parties to utilize the
pipelinesubjectto prevailing
regulations.

Approval for the pr-

astructure in Ind1a S southern
coastal regionsand connect
the gasinfrastructurein Ke-
ralawith demand centersin
southern Tamil Nadu.

0)ect was granted dur1-
ng the Board of Directors
meeting held yesterday.
This project will strengthen
thenatural gas pipelineinfr-

breakfastdish—suchas*Kh-
ichdi* or*Pongal*—isserved
daily. Currently, breakfastis
beingprovidedto19.341lakh
childrenstudyingin 37,447
governmentand governmen-
t&aidedschoolsacrossthestate.
After TVK (Tamizhaga Vetri
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Kazhagam) cametopower, the
breakfastscheme wasnamed
afterKamarajarand expanded
tocover Classes 6 through 8.
Againstthisbackdrop, the
inauguration ceremony for
the expansion ofthe ‘Perun-
thalaivar Kamarajar Break-

fast Scheme’ took place this
morningataround 8:30 AM.
Ithad previously been
announced that Chief Min-
ister Vijaywouldlaunch this
schemeon September 17 at
theschoolin Virudhunagar
—thebirthplace of Kamara-
jar. However, thelaunch was
postponedbecause the Chief
Minister wasonan official vi-
sitto London, and the event
took placein Chennaitoday.
Thisinitiativewillbenefit1.53
million students studying
in 15,910 governmentand
government&aidedschools
across Tamil Nadu. Notably,
anadditional3217 crorehas
beenallocated for thispurpose
inthecurrentfinancial year.
A text message (SMS) was
sentto the mobile phones of

students’ parents, reading:
“Greetingstodearparents.
Iamhappytoinformyouthat
the ‘Perunthalaivar Kamara-
jar BreakfastScheme’isbeing
expanded;starting September
22,2026 (Tuesday), nutritio-
usand tasty breakfastwillbe
providedtochildrenstudying
inclasses6to8ingovernment
and government&aided sch-
ools,enablingthemtoattend
schoolenthusiasticallyand
excelintheirstudies” - With
regards, S.Joseph Vijay, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu.
Chief Minister Vijayin-
augurated the expansion
of the breakfastscheme for
middleschoolstudentsatthe
Government Middle School
in Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai.
Studentswereserved Ven Po-
ngaland Sambar;asitwasthe
inaugural day, Sweet Pongal
wasalsoprovided.

Jaishankar holds consultations with
Foreign Ministers of European Union nations

DELHI: External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar held co-
nsultations with the Foreign
Ministers of European Union
nations. The 81stsession of
the UN General Assembly
commenced today at the
UN headquartersin New

York, USA.

This session is sch-
eduled to continue unt-
il the 28th of this month.
Leaders from various cou-
ntriesacross the globeare
participatingin this UN
General Assembly session.

External Affairs Minister
Jaishankarisrepresenting
Indiaattheevent.

Prior to the proceedi-
ngs, Jaishankar met with
the Foreign Ministers of
Europeannationsatthe UN
headquartersin New York.

During these meetings, he
held discussionsonarange
ofissues,includingIndia&-
Europerelations, trade, the
international politicalland-
scape, the Russia&Ukraine
war, and the ongoing conflict
inthe Middle East.

Surgery Performed on Minister Keerthanaat
Pallikaranai Hospital; MLA Kanimozhi Shares Details

CHENNALI: Minister Keer-
thana underwent surgery at
Kamakshi Hospitalin Pallika-
ranai, Chennai, for an injury
to herclavicle (collarbone)—
thelongbone connectingthe
shoulder to the breastbone.
Althoughdoctorshadadviseda
20-dayrest period, shereturned
to work after just four days.
MLA Kanimozhi Santhosh
shared this information on
her X (formerly Twitter) page.
TVKMLA for Kavundampa-
layam, Coimbatore District.
Inapost regarding Minister
Keerthana’s health, Kani-
mozhiSanthosh stated, “As
awoman, Iwish to share this

| becauselwitnesseditfirsthand.

Ivisited my sister, Minister
Keerthana, at Kamakshi Hos-
pitalfollowingher collarbone
surgery. Doctorshad advised
her torest forabout 20 days.
However, driven by her commit-

menttothestate, shereturnedto

The assumption that a

anold, ingrained habit. Just

workwithinjustfourdays. Even womansabsencecanstemfrom four days later—despite not
while confinedto her hospital onlyonecauserevealsnothing yetbeingfullyrecovered, and
bed, shewas coordinatingthe about her; instead, itexposes while taking painkillers and

arrangements for the Chief yourownregressivemindset. wearingabandage...”...she

Minister’strip to London.
Herprimary concerneach
day was not her pain or
medication; her focus was
entirely on ensuringthat
negotiations withvarious
entitiesand allnecessary
arrangements proceeded

heed when Iurged herto
rest. What struck me deeply
wasthis: when Minister Aadav
mentioned that Keerthanahad
beenunwellforafewdays, the
opposition did not pause to
considertheactual cause, her
recoverystatus, orthe physical
agonyshemight haveendured.
Their minds immediately
jumpedto asingle conclusion:
menstruation.

Women are not definedsolely
bytheirbiological cycles. Weare
leaders, professionals, mothers,
and daughters—individuals
whostandfirminthefieldwhile
simultaneouslyshoulderingthe
burdens ofillness, injury, and
duty. Whenno fault can befound
inawoman’swork, thereflex
to attribute her unexplained
absenceto her physiologyis

| went straight ahead to
meetcompanies and sign
| Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) oneafter
~ another, without asingle
pause. This regressive
. mindset must change.
- We should celebrate
= | womenwho continueto
leadevenin challenging
circumstances, rather than
discussingtheir bodily cycles.
Women deserve far greater
respect than this. Tamil Nadu
deservestorisetogreater heights.
Forgiveme, sister Keerthana;
Iknow youwished to keep this
private, butIfeltcompelledto
post this” Minister Kanimozhi
Santhosh stated thisonherX
(formerly Twitter) page.
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Today horoscope

e Arelativewithwhom youhadnotspoken for
(. [ }|alongtimewillinitiate contact. Somefriends will

seek yourassistance. Youwill visit your family
deity’stempleto fulfill religious vows. Atthe

workplace, itisbesttofocussolelyon
your own tasks.

Goodnewswillarrive from outoftown. You ¢
willsecureanewjob. Youwill take prideinyour
children’sachievements. Youwillattend auspi-
cious family functions. Your customer base will
growinbusiness. Youwill receiveappreciation

fromyour superiorsatwork.

Youmayexperiencefleetingmoments of
mental confusion. Familymemberswill be
supportive. Youwill renovateand expand your
ancestralhome. Youwill fulfillvows madeto
your family deity. Business will yield moderate
profits. Itisadvisable toavoidargumentsat the
workplace.

= )\

Itisadvisableto curbyour temper. You will
gainmoneythrough stock marketinvestments.
Benefits will come from governmentsources,
and youwill make connections with people
inpositionsofauthority. Outstandingduesin |
your business that were previously delayed will
berecovered. Avoid makingenemiesatyour
workplace.

Solutionstolong-standing problems will
befound. Relatives from your maternal side will
visityou. Youwillhaveagood flowof money.
Youwilllearn the nuances of yourbusiness,and
apartnerwill offer support. Work-related issues

willberesolved.

Youwillhold theupperhand in family matters. You will

~ cutdownonluxuryexpensesandstartsaving.
i Ancestralhomes, plots, oragriculturalland
willbesold. Youwillmeetkeyindividualstoexpand
your business. Workplaceissues will subside.

Siblings will show great concern for your
well-being. Someone youhavelongwished
toseewill cometovisityou. Youwillhavea
good flowof money. Animportantdocu-
mentyouwere searching forat the office will
befound. Youwillexpand yourbusinessona
largescale.

Relatives will treatyou withrespect. You
willreceiveassistance from unexpected sourc-
es.Inbusiness, youwill gainan understanding g
ofyour customers’ preferences. Atthe work-
T
place, itwillbe beneficial to focus solely on your (U278
own tasksand avoid unnecessaryinvolvement
inothers’ affairs.

Youwill control your temperand contemplate
waystoadvance. Your children willactresponsi-
bly. Yourinterestin spiritual matters willincrease.
Youwill maintaina calm demeanoratwork.
Businesswillbe profitable; give dueimportance to
theviewsofnew partners.

& y (;;i

o

Youwillbekeptbusywith matters con-
cerningyour son’seducation oryour daughter’s
marriage. Tryto maintain cordial relations with
your neighbors. Therewillbe progressinlegal
disputesregardingancestral property. Business
willflourish. Youmayneedtoattendtooffice
workathome.

&\ Bitternessbetween husband and wife will
vanish. Youwill repay moneyborrowed from
others. Your temper will cool down. Youwill
berecommended foranew positionatwork.
Outstanding duesinbusiness willbe collected,
and partnerswill offer their support.

Oldfriendswill seek your help. Confusion
willclear,and happiness will prevailin the family.
Youwill purchaseanewvehicle. Youwillemploy
new strategiesinbusinesstoattractold custom-
ers. Your opinions will gain increasing supportat '
theworkplace.

Threesisters of former Pakistan
PM lmran Khanarrested

LAHORE: Reportsindicate that threesisters of former
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan have been imprisoned.
Imran Khan, the former captain of the Pakistan cricket
team, served as the country’s Prime Minister from 2018
t02022. He has been imprisoned for over three years in
the highe»security Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi following
his arrestin connection with various corruption cases.
Reports suggest that his health is deteriorating significa-
ntlywhile in custody. His family has alleged that there are
threats to his life and that they are being denied permission
to meet him. The Pakistan TehreekereeInsaf (PTI) party
hasbeen demandingImran’srelease. The PTI had annou-
nced plansto stage a protest on September 27 to press this
demand; however, the Pakistan government categorically
statedthat the protest wasillegal and would not be permitt-
ed. Meanwhile, the PTI party has alleged that Lahore police
havearrested and imprisoned Imran Khan'sthree sisters—
Aleema Khan, Uzma Khan, and Noreen Khan—who had
been consistentlyraisingtheirvoices demandinghis release.
Apartyspokespersonstated, “Thepolice arrested Imran Kh-
an’sthreesisters and their family members, forcibly dragging
them away. Whilethe children were subsequently released,
thethreesisters werelodged in Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat Jail.”
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Indian Tea lndustry Must
Evolveintoa Global Brand

| Vlce President’s Call

COONOOR: Vice Pre-
sident C.P.Radhakrishnan
emphasized thatthe Indian
teaindustryneedsto cre-
ateastrongbrandidentity
thatisrecognized globally.
The centenary celebrations
ofthe UPASI Tea Research
Centrein Coonoor, Nilgiris
district,commenced yest-
erday. C.P.Radhakrishnan
inaugurated theevent, while

UPASI President Ajay Dipp-
ayyadelivered the welcome
address.

Tamil Nadu Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
presided over the function.
Afterreleasing the comm-
emorative souvenir, C.P.
Radhakrishnansaid: “For
the past 100 years, UPASI
hasbeenservingboth small
andlarge plantation owners

technologies” The Indian
teaindustry should move
beyond focusingsolely on
wholesaletradeandinstead
worktowardscreatingstrong,

i ~ globallyrecognizedbrands.
- | Brandingyieldshighervalue,

| premium pricing,andastable
- market. Furthermore, new

: . research centersequipped

inSouth India. Beyond mere
production, focus mustalso
be placed on quality, value
addition, and marketing.
Although SriLankaisasmall
nation, itposesstiff compet-
itiontotheIndianteatrade.

Therefore, UPASIshould
expanditsresearchactivities
tofocusonreducing pro-
duction costs, improving
quality,and introducing new

- withmoderntechnology
- needtobeestablished within
theteaindustry.
Speakingonthe occ-
asion, Governor Arlekar
remarked, “A person who
was once a tea seller has
todayrisentobecomeagl-
oballeader (Prime Minister
Modi).Research, innovation,
technologicaladvancements,
and quality productionare
earningglobalrenownand
acclaimforIndiantea” Tea
Board Vice&Chairman C.
Murugan, Ooty MLA M.
Bhojarajan,and several oth-
ersparticipatedintheevent.

70 Acres Allocated for ISRQO’s State of

the Art Radar Research Centre

Assam CM Announces

GUWAHATI: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarmaannounced
yesterday that 70 acres ofla-
ndwouldbeallocated free of

costfor ISRO s state&of&th-

e&artradarresearch centre.
Speaking on the matter, Ch-
ief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said: “The Assam

government has provided

feeta

approximately 200 *bigh-
as*—roughly 70 acres—of
landfree of costto the Indian
Space Research Organisa-

tion (ISRO) to establish a
state&of&the&artradar
research centre for the ‘I-
SRO Telemetry, Tracking
and Command Network’ at
Chandrapur, near Guwahati’”
“Thisradar centre willmo-
nitorand analyze various
activitiesin spaceand sh-
_are the collected data with

e | the governmentand other

scientificinstitutions. I ex-
pressmygratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
sanctioningsuchaunique
projectfor Assam,” headded.

Minister Prabhufiles <I crore defamation
suitagainstYouTuber Maridhas

CHENNALI: Minister
for Minerals T.K. Prabhu
hasfiled adefamation suit
inthe Madras High Court
against YouTuber Mari-
dhas, seeking31 crorein
damages for spreading
defamatoryallegationsag-
ainsthim onsocialmedia.
Dentist T.K. Prabhu serves
asthe Minister for Min-
eralsin Tamil Nadu. He
hasinitiatedlegalaction

against YouTuber Marid-
has, claiming1 crorein
damages.

Inhispetition, hestated,
“Maridhashasbeenspr-
eadingfalseandbaseless
corruptionallegationsag-
ainstmeonsocialmedia.
Asheisactingwith theint-
entto tarnish myreputati-
on, the courtshould order
the paymentof%1 croreas
damages.”

“

]ustlceK G. Thrlagavathl
heard the petition. Shead-
mitted thepleaand direct-

edthe High Court Reglstry.
toformallylistthe matter
forhearing.

Central Government Urges Bank
Employees to Call Off Strike

NEW DELHI: The Unit-
ed Forum of Bank Unions
(UFBU)hascalled forathree-
daynationwidestrikefromthe
28thtothe30th ofthismonth.
The protestisbeingheld to
pressfordemandssuchasthe
implementation ofafive-day
work weekand the withdrawal
ofthe performance-linked

incentive scheme.
Followingdiscussions with
bankemployee unions, the
governmenthasstated that
theincentive scheme has
already been putonhold,
andthe demandforafive-day
work week remains under
consideration. The Ministry

ofFinance hasurged em-

The Uttar Pradesh Leg|slat|veAssemnyelectlons
arescheduledtobe heldin February2027.As politi-
calpartiesare already gearing up forthe polls, Sam-
ajwadiPartyleaderAkhilesh Yadavhasadoptedthe
campaign style of TamilNadu Chief Minister Vijay.

ployeesto call offthe strike
toavoid disrupting banking
services, noting that most
issuesraised by the unions

havebeenresolved and that
the government continuesto
take measures for the welfare
ofbankemployees.

september 22 Washington 2026

Little Yoga Teacher American
GlrISets Guinness Record

A five-year-oldgirl fromthe United
States has garnered international atten-
tion by settingaGuinnessWorldRecord as
theworld’s youngest female yoga teacher.
Phoenix Giselle Hicks, fromHouston,
Texas, earned this recognition after
successfully completing a 200-hour
certifiedyoga teacher training course
alongside adults when shewas just five
years and 337 days old. Now six years
old, she has also been featured in the
*Guinness World Records 2027* book.
Phoenix’s yoga journey began when she
was just a three-month-old infant. She
developed aninterest inyogaby partic-
ipating in “Mommy and Me” classes with
her mother, Sydney Hicks, whoisalsoa
yoga teacher. By the age of four, she had
mastered the ability to performrigorous
and advanced yoga poses (asanas) . As she
grew, her passion for yoga deepened; she
achieved this qualification through
hard work—-studying complex anatomy,
writingarticles about yoga, and con-
ducting daily yogapractice sessions.
Phoenix conducts yoga classes for both
children and adults alongside her mother.
When teaching, she encourages her stu-
dents by saying, “If any child finds a pose
difficult, remember: you candoit—just
giveityour best shot. Exhale sTowly, and
it’s okay if your bodywobblesalittle.”
Her mother, Sydney, speaks proudly of
this achievement: “Through her playful
yet energetic teaching style, Phoenix
isn’t just teachingyoga; sheis creat-
ing anew kind of change, sowing seeds of
peace and mindfulness in the community.”
Phoenix has stated that her ambitionis
to become an astronaut in the future and
be the first person topracticeyogain
space. Her favorite yoga poseis ‘Vrik-
shasana’ (Tree Pose). This young yoga
teacher, who has achieved a Guinness
World Record through hardwork at such
an early age, is receiving praise fr'om

\H over theworld.

CMVijay’s Campaign Venue
Shifted to Thozhupedu

MADHURANTHAGAM: Thevenue for the election
campaign by Chief Minister Vijay—scheduled for the 25thin
supportof Maragatham Kumaravel, the TVK candidatefor the
Madhuranthakam Assembly by&election—hasbeen shifted
from Achirupakkam to Thozhupedu due to security reasons.
Maragatham Kumaravel is contesting the Madhurant-
hakam Assembly by&electionin Chengalpattu district
asthe candidate for the *Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam*
(TVK). Partyleaderand Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Vijay
wasscheduled to campaign for herin the Achirupakkam
areaonthe25th.

However, the campaign venue hasnowbeen moved
toadifferentlocation due to security considerations. Ac-
cordingly, itisreported that preparationsare underway
tosetupastageonasite spanningover 40 acresnear the
Trichy&ChennaiNational Highwayin the Thozhupedu
area. Furthermore, itis said that only individuals from
the Maduranthakam constituencywill be permitted to
attend this campaign meeting; party membersare rep-
ortedly collecting Aadhaar numbers for this purpose.
Partysources state thatthe venue was changed dueto secu-
rity considerationsand the anticipation ofalarge turnout.
Thisdevelopmenthascreatedastirinthe Thozhupedu area.

The Union Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting and Parliamentary Affairs, Dr. L. Murugan,
addressing the gathering atthe inauguration of “Raja Ravi Varma Chitranjali2026”, organized by Megh
Mandal Sansthantomark 10 years of Chitranjaliand the 120th death anniversary of Raja RaviVarma, at
Dr.Ambedkar International Centre, in New Delhion September21,2026. Former CAG of India, ShriG. C.
Murmualsoseen.
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The Ministry of Defence has S|gned a contractW|thAccu rate Industnal Controls
Private Limited to procure Auxiliary Power Units (APUs)for T-72and T-90 Tanks
inthe presence ofthe Defence Secretary ShriRajesh Kumar Singh,in New Delhi

New Bus Terminus Inaugurated in

CHENNALI: Ministers
Vijay Tamilan Parthibanand
Maria Wilsoninaugurateda
newly constructedbusterm-
inusin Tondiarpetyesterday,
builtatacostof2.50 crore.

Theinauguration cerem-
onytookplaceforthenewbus
terminus—spanning 16,000
square feetand constructed
atacostof32.50 crore using

Tondlarpetata Costo

f ¥2.50Crore
E

5 rsingroom for mothers,a
| waitingarea,aroom for the
. bustimekeeper,andrestr-
~ oomsformen,women,and
- persons with disabilities.

Theterminusisequipped
with facilitiessuchasanu-

- Additionally, 122 tripsare

@

the MLA ConstituencyDe-
velopment Fundand capital
funds—located onthe Ton-
diarpetIOC&Ennore Hig-
hway (Ward 38, Tondiarpet
Zone, ChennaiCorporation).
Transport Minister Vijay
Tamilan Parthibanand Fin-
ance Minister Maria Wilson
inaugurated theterminusand
ﬂaggedoffthe bus operat1ons

beingoperated from thiste-
rminususing 12buses. More
than 18,000 residentsofthe
areawillbenefitfromthis.
Corporation Commis-
sioner G.S.Sameeran, Me-
tropolitan Transport Corp-
oration Managing Director
V.P.Jayaseelan, North Region
Deputy Commissioner Swe-
thaSuman, and Tondiarpet
Zonal Officer A. Rajkumar,
amongothers, participated
intheevent.
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Shortage of AravanaPrasadamat Sabarimala: Conflict
Between DevaswomBoard and Kerala Government

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM: A conflicthas
arisenbetween the State
Governmentandthe Tra-
vancore Devaswom Board
duetoashortageofthe
famous‘Aravana Payasam’
*prasadam* atthe Sabarim-
ala AyyappaTemple.

The Sabarimala Ay-
yappa TempleinKerala
had openedfor the ‘Kanni
Masam’ (Malayalam month
of Kanni) rituals. Amidsta
massiveinfluxof devotees,
thedistribution of Aravana
Payasamhadtobeseverely
restricted duetoinsufficie-
ntstock, forcingdevoteesto
waitforlongperiods.

Asthenumberofdevotees
arriving for the Kanni Mas-
amritualsexceeded expec-
tations, thestockof2.61lakh
tinsof Aravana Payasam
wasrapidlydepleted; byye-
sterday, fewer than 14,000
tinsremained. Tomanage
theshortage of *prasadam?,
distribution wasrestrict-
edtoonetinof*Aravana
Payasam*and three packets
of*Appam* perdevotee,
and counterswere temp-
orarilyclosed. TheBoard
attributestheshortagetoa
haltinproduction caused
bymaintenance workatthe
plant. However, Devaswom
Minister K. Muralidharan

ARAVANA PRASADAN

hasseverelyreprimanded
officialsfor carryingout
maintenanceand shutting
downtheplantduringdays
whenthetemple wasopen
formajorrituals.
Healsostated thatheis
consideringlegalactionin
the High Courtagainstthe
officialswho failed toinfo-

rmhimabout thesituation
beforehand. Meanwhile,
the Travancore Devaswom
Boardhasclarified thatthe
urgentmodernization wo-
rkcurrentlyunderwayisin-
tendedtopreventasimilar
crisisduring theupcoming
*Mandala&Makaravilak-
ku*season.

However, Devaswom
employees’ unionshave
expressed dissatisfaction,
stating that thisunplan-
ned, suddensuspension
resulted inthe production
ofonlyabout3.2lakhunits,
causingalossof several cro-
rerupeestothe Board.

The governmentisco-
nsideringholdingdetailed
consultations with Chief
Minister V.D. Satheesan
regardingthisissueandis
also contemplating the for-
mation ofaspecial commi-
tteeto oversee Sabarimala’s
administrative operations
andthedistribution of *pr-
asadam*.

Wheelchair facilities available at118
railway stations in the Chennal DIVISIOI‘I

CHENNALI: Railway
officialshaveannounced
thatwheelchair facilities
havebeenprovidedat118
railway stations within the
ChennaiDivision.
Regardingthis, Chennai
Divisionrailway officia-
Isstated: Dueto ongoing
redevelopmentworkat
Egmore Railway Station,
thewheelchairservice for
accessing platformsfrom

MlnlsterVuayabaIajl maugurated a30% discountsaleforDiwali atthe Vasantham Co&optex salesoutlet

located on GandhijiRoad, Erode. Erode District Collector Kandasamy presided overthe event, while MLAs
Anandmohanand Shanmuganwere present.

Iranian President Pezeshkian leaves for 81st
UNGA sessionin New York, sayswill raise
‘distrust created’ by oppressmg ‘nations

IRAN: Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian on Tuesday
morningset offfor New Yorkto
participateinthe81stsession of
the UNGA andtoset forththe
agendaforIran, asreported by
IraniannewsagencyIRNA.

AccordingtoIRNA, the
Iranian President received an
officialfarewellfrom First Vice
President Mohammad Reza
Aref, Deputyfor International
AffairsoftheSupreme Leader’s
Office, Hojjatoleslam Walm-
oslemin Mohsen Qomi, and
agroup of cabinet members.

Priortohisdeparturefor
New York, theIranian President
said,” Wewill forcefully raise
Iranspositionsininternational
forums. Theissueswewillraise
atthe United Nationsareexpr-
essingthe oppressedstate ofthe
Iraniannation, thecrimesthat
haveoccurred, andthedistrust
thathas been created. Wewent
tothenegotiatingtableseveral
times and signed agreements,
butunfortunately, the whole
worldsaw how commitments
werenotfulfilled and thewrit-
ingsweretrampledunderfoot.”

Pezeshkianisscheduledto
addressthe General Assembly

on Wednesday, September 23,

duringthe morningsession. |

Duringthistrip, in addition

£

to attending and explaining &E W

Iran’spositionsatthesession of
the UNGA, the President will
also meet with some heads of
stateattendingthe meeting.
President Pezeshkianwill
also hold separate meetings
witheducated Iraniansliving
inthe United States, aswell as
Americanelitesandthinkta-
nks. Meanwhile, Iran Foreign
Minister Syed Abbas Araghchi
arrivedin New York on Mon-
day (localtime)toparticipate
inthe81stsession ofthe United
Nations General Assembly.
Araghchisaidthatthe Uni-
ted Nations General Assembly
willprovidean opportunityto
discusshowtrustintheworld
bodyhasbeenlostand how it
canberevived, ashe began his
journeyto New Yorkto partici-
pateinthe81st UNGA session,
asreported by Iranian news
agencyIRNA.
AraghchisaidIranwould
usethe UNGA todiscuss how
trust in the United Nations
couldberestored. “Ttisnatural
thatnoother trust remainsin

anorganisation thatisunder
theinfluence ofthese countries.
Therefore, animportantissueis
therestoringoftrust, anditisa
goodopportunitytotalktothe
world about how trustin this
United Nations has been lost
andhowit canberevived,” he
said. Speakingtothereporters,
Araghchisaid Iran’s primary
objectivewastousethe UNGA
asaninternational forumto
defendtherightsandinterests
oftheIranian people.

Hesaid, “Thistripistaking
placeafter theinhumanewar
that has been waged against us
bythe United States andthe Zio-
nistregime, andthesubsequent
developments, andintruth, the
situationthat continuesto exist
asawarsituation. Andinthefirst
place, itisnaturalthat our most
importantgoalistobepresent

inalargeinternationalforum,
whichisthe United Nations, to
defend therightsofthe people
ofIran, therights of the people
ofIran, and theinterests of the
peopleoflran.”
The81stsessionofthe UN
General Assemblyisbeinghe-
ldunderthetheme “Restoring
Trust, Managing Transform-
ation: A United Nations That
Deliversfor All”
Thehigherlevelgeneral de-
bateisscheduledtotakeplace
from September 22¢+26 and
onSeptember28in New York,
withworldleadersexpectedto
discuss major international
challenges. The session’s age-
ndaalso includes highelevel
meetings on climate action,
development, seaelevelrise,
pandemic preparedness and
otherglobalissues.

thePoonamallee High
Road side—exceptfor Pla-
tformNo.11A—hasbeen
temporarily suspended.
Asanalternative,afacility
hasbeenarrangedtoaccess
all platformsviawheelch-
airfromthe Gandhilrwin
Roadside. Thisarrange-
mentwillremainineffect
temporarily untilthenew
foot&over&bridgebeco-
mesoperational. Toassist
senior citizensrequiring
wheelchair support, infor-
mationregardingporter se-
rvicesand their prescribed
chargeshasbeendisplayed
atappropriatelocations
within thestation prem-
ises. Passengersneeding

assistancecanap-
proachthe Station
Manager or Station
Mastertoavail of
thisfacility. Work
isproceedingona
prioritybasisto co-
nstructamassive,
18&meter&wide
foot&over&brid-
geconnectingthe
GandhiIrwin Road
and Poonamallee High
Roadsidesofthe Egmore
railway station.

Thebridge willbe equipp-
edwithssixescalatorsand
fiveelevators, providing
accesstoallplatforms. This
projectisexpectedtobe
completedbytheendofthe

currentyear.

Thirteen wheelchairshave
beenplacedatvariousloca-
tionswithin the Tambaram
railwaystation complex.
Wheelchairfacilitieshave
been providedfor passeng-
ersrequiringassistanceac-
rossthe 118 railwaystations
inthe Chennai Division.

Multiple wheelchairshave
beensupplied to major sta-
tions—including Chennai
Central, Beach, Mamba-
lam, St. Thomas Mount,
Chengalpattu, Tiruvallur,
Arakkonam, Tiruttani, Ka-
tpadi,and Jolarpettai—to
meetpassenger needs. They
stated this.

“Ibelieveinafreepress”

Mamdani tells Trump during
NYC meeting amid WH medla ban

NEW YORK:New York
CityMayor Zohran Ma-
mdanisaidthathetold US
President Donald Trump
duringtheirmeetingin New
Yorkthathebelievesinafree
pressand supportsengaging
withjournalistsregardless
ofwhether their coverageis
complimentaryorcritical.
Mamdanimadetheserema-
rksduringaninterviewwith
CNN, followinghis meeting
with Trump onthesidelines
ofthe81stUnited Nations
General Assembly,asthe
dispute overthe White Hou-
se’sdecisiontobar CNN,MS
NOW andPolitico conti-
nued. “WhatIsaidisthatI
believeinafreepress,andI
believein theimportance of
engagingin questionsfrom
all, nomatterwhetherthey
arebasedinacompliment
oronacritique,” Mamdani
told CNN’s Christiane Am-
anpourduringasit&down
interviewon Monday.

“Yousaw thatwespoke
torepresentativesfrom
CNN, from MSNOW, from
Politico, from Crain’s, from
The CityReporter, froma
widevariety,and thatisso-
methingthatwill continue
undermyadministration,
becauselbelieveit'sacriti-
calpartofthefourthestate
beingabletodoitsjob, he
added. Mamdanialsospoke
abouthisrelationship with
mediaoutletsthathavefreq-
uentlycriticised him, saying
heremainswillingtoanswer
their questions. “Youknow
youcould pickupacopyof
theNew York Postalmost
everydayoftheweek,and
youdfindmethereonthe

cover,andI'llstill take quest-
ionsfromtheNew York Post
becauselthinkthatthats
alsowhatitmeanstobein
New York City politics—to
engage with New Yorkers,”
Mamdanitold CNN.
Followinghismeeting
with Trump, Mamdanireit-
eratedhispositionduringa
jointpressconferenceat Gr-
acie Mansion. Asked wheth-
erhehadchallenged Trump
overthedecisiontorestrict
accessto CNN,MSNOW
andPolitico, Mamdanisaid
hehad madeclearthatjour-
nalistswouldbeallowedto
covereventsin New York. “I
toldthePresidentthatwe’re
goingtohaveallofthemem-
bersofthepresshereonthe
lawn. Andthatissomething
thatIbelievein,aseveryone,
nomattertheopinionorthe
critique, thatweengage,” the
NYCMayorsaid.
Thecommentscame
amidadisputeover White
Housemediaaccessafter
CNN,MSNOW andPol-
iticofiledafederallawsuit
challengingtheadminist-
ration’sdecisiontorevoke
their White Houseaccess.
Trump, speakingtorepor-
tersafter themeetingwith
Mamdani,defended the
restrictionsand dismissed
suggestionsthatmediaor-
ganisationswould boycott
him. “Theysaid theywere
goingtoboycottme, but
theyneverboycottme.Sol
wasn'tveryworriedabout
that.Lookatall thatpress,”
Trumpsaid.
Trumpsaidhebelieved
newsorganisationshadan
obligationtoreportfairly.

“I'monlydoingitbecause
Ithinkthepressalsohasan
obligation,” Trumpsaid. He
specificallycriticised CNN
and MSNOW,saying, “If
youlookat CNN, it’sfake
news. IfyoulookatMSNo-
w—Idontevenknowwhat
MSNowis,”whileaccusing
theoutletsofbeingbiased.“I
thinkthattheseoutletshave
anobligationtobefair. And
ifthey’refakenews,Ireally
thinkIhaveanobligation
nottoallowthemintoan-
otherveryspecialhouse,”
Trumpsaid, referringtothe
WhiteHouse. “They’revery
badforthecountry,verybad
fornationalsecurity,solha-
vethatobligation,”headded.

Thedisputebeganafter
Trumpannounced on Frid-
aythat CNN,MSNOW and
Politicowouldbebarred
fromthe White House,
accusingtheorganisations
ofrepeatedlypublishing
whathecalled “fake news.”
Journalists from theaffected
outletsweresubsequently
deniedentrytothe White
Housegrounds, whilesome
presscredentialsweredisa-
bled or confiscated.

The White Househas
defended thepolicy,arguing
thatwhiletheFirst Amen-
dmentprotectstherightof
newsorganisationstopubl-
ish,itdoesnotautomatically
guaranteeanindividualou-
tletaccesstothe White Ho-
usegrounds, briefingroom
orpresidential presspool.
Thethreemediaorganisa-
tionshavechallenged the
restrictionsinfederal court,
allegingthatthedecision
violatesFirst Amendment
pressprotectionsand Fifth
Amendmentdueprocess
rights. A federalhearingis
scheduledin Washington.

Thedisputehasalso
affected the White House
televisionpool. CNNhad
beenscheduledtoserveas
thetelevision poolnetwork
for Trump’s New York trip,
butitsremovaldisrupted
thetraditionalarrangement
underwhich participating
networkssharefootage of
presidential eventswith
othernewsorganisations.
Othertelevisionnetworks
subsequentlyhalted pool
coverageinsolidaritywith
theaffected outlets.
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Brhmotvam FstlaIGrd
ChariotProcessionatTirupati

TIRUMALA: Thecha-
riotprocession took place
with greatgrandeurtoday,
marking the eighth day of
the ongoing Brahmotsa-
vam festivalatthe Tiru-
patiLord Venkateswara
(Ezhumalayan) temple.
Theannual Brahmotsavam
festivalisbeing celebrated
with great pomp and fer-
vor. Daily *Vahana Sevas*
(processionsondivine
vehicles) areheldinthe
morningsand nights; Lord
Malayappa Swamy, seated
ondecorated vehicles, tr-
aversesthe*Mada* streets

toblessthe devotees.
Ahighlightofthe
festival wasthe *Garuda
Seva*held on thefifth day,
which drewhundreds of
thousands ofdevotees for
*darshan*.
Onthesixthday (theday
beforeyesterday), the *Ha-
numantha Vahana Seva*,
Golden Chariot proces-
sion,and *GajaVahana
Seva* were conducted. The
seventh day (yesterday)
featured the *Surya Prab-
ha*and *ChandraPrabha
Vahana Sevas*. Numerous
artists performed cultural

programsduring thestreet
processions.

Today, the eighth day,
the*Rathotsavam* (Grand
Chariot Procession) was
celebrated with great mag-
nificence. Lord Malayappa
Swamy,accompanied by
Goddesses Srideviand
Bhudevi,wasseatedona
massive wooden chario-
t—standing43 feettalland
weighing47 tons—and
takeninprocession throu-
ghthefour*Mada* streets
togrant*darshan* tothe
devotees.

Thousandsof devotees

participatedintheevent,
pulling the chariotand off-
eringtheir prayers.
Dignitaries who particip-
atedinthe chariotproc-
essionincluded Tirum-
alaPeddaJeeyar Swamy,
ChinnaJeeyar Swamy,
TTDBoard ChairmanB.R.
Naidu, Executive Officer
MuthyalaRavichandra,
governing councilmemb-
ers, Additional Executive
Officer Venkaiah Chowda-
ry, Chief Vigilance Officer
Muralikrishna, and offic-
ialsfromthe engineering
department.

“Wewillnot spare anyone who has
usurped temple land” Minister Ramesh

TRICHY: “Wehave
initiatedaninvestigation
intothe Srirangam temple
land fraud case; we will
notspareanyonewhohas
usurpedtempleland,”
stated Minister for Hindu
Religiousand Charitable
Endowments, Ramesh,
categorically.
Speakingtoreportersin
Trichy, Minister Ramesh
said: “Whydoesformer
Minister Sekarbabuneed
toseekanticipatorybail?
Heshouldfacethesituation
boldly.

Heoughttoappearin
courtandpresentallthe
factsduringtheinquiry.
Thereisn’tevenanimme-
diatearrestinvolved. Why

seekanticipatorybail while
theinvestigationisongo-
ing? Fear existswhere there
iswrongdoing; thatiswhy
theyaredoingthis. Sekarb-
abuasks, Tsthemouth that
spokein Tiruvannamalai
thesameasthemouth
thatspokein Madurai?’
Iwonderiftheypossess

evenbasiccommon
sense. Onecancompare
anapplewithanapple,
butnotanapplewithan
orange. Theyfailto grasp
thedifferencebetweenan
appleandan orange.
InTiruvannamalai, it
wasageneral publicdar-
shan;in Madurai,itwasa
consecratlon ceremony
(*Kumbablshekam ).
How canthesebecom-
pared? Udhayanidhikeeps
claimingthat*we* arethe
onessingingthesametune,
yetforthe pastthree weeks,
itis*he*whohasbeensing-
ingthesamesong. Further-
more, Udhayanidhiclaims
heonlylearnswhothemin-
istersarewhenasked. Had

hepaid properattentionto
the Assemblyproceedings,
hewouldhaveknown. He
sayshedidn’'tknowwho
theywereevenafterthe
budgetsession; thatimplies
hewasn’tpayingattention
tothe ‘class’properly.

Youaretheonewho
skipsoutafterjustanhour;
how, then, would youknow
whotheministersare? We
havelaunchedaninvesti-
gationintothe Srirangam
templeland fraud. Based
onthepoliceinquiry,if
irregularitiesare found
elsewhere, those matters
willalsobeinvestigated. We
willnotspareanyone, any-
where, whohasusurped
templeland”

“Uttar Pradesh will be divided into
four parts” - M1n1ster Om Prakash

Lucknow: State
Minister Om Prakash
Rajbharhasstated that
Uttar Pradesh will bedi-
videdintofourparts.
Hespokeaboutthisata
publicmeetingheldin
the Ambedkar Nagar
area.

“Inthe comingdays,
ourstatewillbe divided
into four parts. When
the state of Purvanchal
isformed, itsfirst Chief Mi-
nister willbesomeone from
theRajbhar community.
Keep thisinmind whilewo-
rkingontheground.Turge

i
AnincidentinAndhra Pradesh, where awomandied
afterfallingintoa potofboiling sambar, has caused
shock.

p—
ouryounger generationnot
togoastraybyjoiningthe
Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party, or the Cong-
ress,” hesaid. The Rajbhar
castefallsunderthe OBC

categoryinthestate.

Alargepopulat-
ionofthiscommun-
ityresidesintheeast-
ernregion of Uttar
Pradesh;conseque-
ntly, theirvoteshare
holdssignificant
politicalimportance
intheconstituencies
ofthatregion.
Minister Om Pr-
akash madethis
statementahead
ofthe Assemblyelections
scheduledfornextyearin
Uttar Pradesh. Astheleader
oftheSuheldevBharati-
yaSamaj Party, he stated
that Uttar Pradesh would
besplitintofourregions:
Purvanchal, Madhyanchal,
Bundelkhand,and Harit
Pradesh. However, the BJP
government—currentlyin
poweratboththe Centre
andin Uttar Pradesh—has
notyetcommented onthe
matter.

Uttar Pradeshisoneofthe
largeststatesinIndia.

In2000, Uttarakhand
wascarvedoutasaseparate

state from Uttar Pradesh.
Subsequently,in2007,the
then ChiefMinister May-
awatipassedaresolution
inthe Assemblyregarding
the division of the stateinto
four parts, whichwassent
tothe Central Government
forapproval. Sincethen,
therehavebeenperiodic
discussionsregarding the
division of the state. Min-
ister Om Prakash’srecent
statementisnoteworthyin
this context.
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Chief Minister Vijay Considers
Major Cabinet Reshuftle

CHENNALI: Dissatisf-
ied with the performance
of certain ministers, Chief
Minister Vijayisactively co-
nsideringa cabinetreshuffle.

The TVK governmentass- [

umed office in Tamil Nadu
last May. Vijay took charge
as ChiefMinister, alongside
nine ministersincluding
Anandand Aadav Arjuna;
subsequently, other mi-
nisters—including those
fromalliance parties—were
swornin.

Chief Minister Vijayis
adamantthatnotasingle
member ofhis cabinet sh-
ould face corruption cha-
rges. He has consistently
emphasized thispointduring
cabinetmeetingsand warn-
ed ministers thathe would
takeactionagainstanyone,
regardless of their stature.
However, allegations ag—

CHENNALI: The govern-

ainstsome ministers have
surfaced on social media.

Therecentconclusion of the
budget session broughtthe
ministers’ performanceinto
sharpfocus,anditisreport-
ed that ChiefMinister Vijay
isdissatisfied with some of
them. Issues such as power
outagesand unchecked price
hikes havealso displeased
him. Furthermore, several
incidents—including the
dissatisfaction expressed
bydevotees during the co-
nsecration ceremony of the
Madurai Meenakshi Amman

——

Named ‘Vetri Payanam’ (Jour-

Templeandalle gatlons reg-
ardinganinsulttothe Chief
Justice of the Madras High
Court—haveangered the
ChiefMinister.

He now finds himself
inasituation where drastic
actionisrequired toaddress
publicdiscontent. In such
scenarios, he preferstoadopt
adecisiveapproach, much
like the late Jayalalithaa.
Earlier, Chief Minister Vij-
ayhadtheintelligencewing
compiledetailed reportson
the performance of each mi-
nister—trackingwhom they

meet, whattheydiscuss,and
identifying who mightbring
disrepute totheadministrat-
ion. Hepossesses precise de-
tailsregarding these matters.
Several key government
schemesare currently setto
belaunched, includingthe
expansion of the breakfast
schemeandthe “Thaimaman
Thanga Mothiram’ (Maternal
Uncle’s Gold Ring) scheme.
Additionally, by&elections
arescheduled for the Madur-
anthakamand Dharapuram
constituencies.

Itappears, therefore,
thatthe Chief Minister will
takeafirmstand—cracking
the whip,sotospeak—once
theby&elections conclude.
While thishassparked anx-
ietyamongsome ministers,
certain MLAsare enthusias-
ticallyvyingforaspotinthe
cabinet.

October?2

<

Womenwillbeabletotra-
= velforfreeon12,692buses,
' 1nclud1ng Express, LSS,
Deluxe,and ordinary go-
vernmentbusesoperating
inmetropolitanand urban
areas,suburbanordinary
buses,and ordinarybuses
operatingin hilly areas

mentplanstoexpandthefree neyofSuccess), theschemewill onroutesexceeding40km.
bustravelschemeforwomen. comeintoeffectonOctober2. Chief Minister Vijay held

Vetri Payanam’

consultations with Transport
Departmentofficials regar-
dingtheimplementation of
thescheme.

Transport Minister Pa-
rthiban, Chief Secretary
Saikumar, Finance Secret-
ary Siddique,and Depart-
ment Secretary Nirmalraj
participatedinthe meeting.
Sendfeedback

Iran Warns: We Will Use New Weapons and Combat
Strategies If the US Launches AnotherAttack

TEHRAN:A spokes-
person for Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) has warned that
ifthe United States laun-
chesanotherattack, Iran
will employ new weapo-
nsand combat strategies.
The conflictbetween the
United States and Iran co-
ntinues. In this context,
Brigadier General Hossein
Mohebi Al&Alam,anIRGC
spokesperson, statedina
televisioninterview:

“The conflict with the
UShasnotyetended. The
IRGCispreparedforalo-
ng&term confrontation.
Ifthe USinitiatesanother
attack, afittingretaliation
will follow. Specifically, we
will deploy new, secret we-
aponsthathavenotbeen
used previously.

Furthermore, any new
conflict with the US will
differ entirely from the past
and willinvolve new combat
strategies. These military

capabilities could asto- ¥
nish theentire world.”
“The UShasbeende-
feated in this conflict.

historicand humilia- |
ting” However, Ame-
ricalacksthe courage

toadmit that defeat. g2 45

There are no official
orunofficial relations
between Americaand
our organization. Diplomat-
icties with that countryfall
within the purview of Iran’s

Foreign Ministry. Meanwh-
ile,the IRGCfocusessolely
on maintaining military
readiness. He stated this.

17 yearold girlgang raped by three
~men posing as police officers

Ashockingincidenthas
occurred in Delhi where
three men, posingas pol-
ice officers, gang&rapeda
17&year&oldgirlinsideapark.
The 17&year&old girland
herfriend were conversing
inaparknear Kalkaji Mandir
inDelhi. Yesterdayevening,
threemenarrived, claimedto
bepoliceofficers,andintim-

idated thegirl. Subsequently,
thethreemengang&rapedher.
Special teamswere formed to
apprehendtheaccused. Police
locatedand corneredoneofthe
suspects,identifiedas Asif. He
attacked thepolice, whothen
shotandapprehendedhim. A
search operationisunderw-
ayforthe other two culprits.
Policestated thatthegirl has

been taken foramedical ex-
aminationandlegalactionis
beinginitiated based onher
statement. Investigatorsare
examining CCTV footage
fromthe parkand surrou-
ndingareas. Thismarksthe
fourth incident of sexual
assaultagainstaminor girl
inthe capital within tenda-
ys. Thedetailsareasfollows:
*On September 13,in Sw-
aroop Nagar, North&West
Delhi,a 17&year&old girl
was gang&raped and mur-
dered by four individuals,
including three juveniles.
*On September 16, in the

Sadar Bazararea of North
Delhi,a 10&year&old sixt-
h&gradestudentwassexually
assaulted insideashop after
herhandsandlegsweretied.
*Yesterday, September21,a
six&year&old girl wassexually
assaulted bya 34&year&old
manin theKishan Ganjarea
of Central Delhi. Yesterday
evening, whilea17&year&old
girland her friend wereata
park,athree&membergang
subjected thegirl to gang sexual
harassment. The continuing
incidentsof crime against
women in the capital have
causedastir.

First female playerto cross 11,000 runs,
Smriti Mandhana makes history

NAGOYA: Smriti Ma-
ndhanahas achievedthe
historic feat of becomingthe

firstfemaleplayertosurpass
11,000 runsininternational
cricket.

Mandhana accomplished
thismilestone duringthe
women’s T20 cricket final
against SriLanka, currently
underway at the 20th Asian

Games.

Headinginto the match, she
neededjust 13 runstoreach
the 11,000¢run mark.
Smriticrossedthis massive
milestone by hittinga six
offadeliveryby Sugandika
Kumari. Her career tally
includes 788 runsin 9 Test
matches, 5,411 runsin 120
One Day Internationals (O-

DIs), and 4,788 runsin 178
T20Internationals.

With this achievement, she
holdsthedistinction of being
thefirstIndian player—and
thefirstfemale cricketer glo-

bally—tocrossthe 11,000¢-  forthelossof 3wicketsin

runmark acrossallthree
formatscombined. Additio-
nally, Mandhana holdsthe
recordforthe most centuries

(18) scoredininternati-
onalwomen’scricket. In
thisfinal match, she sma-
shed 79 runs off45 balls,
helpingthe Indian team
amassatotalof216runs -}

their allotted 20 overs. Sri ¢.
Lankaiscurrentlybatti- | =
ng, chasingatargetof217
runsforvictory.
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