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Union Cabinet Meets Today
Under PMModi’s Leadership

Discussionsregardingadevelopedindiaare settobe heldatthe meeting

NEW DELHI: Twoyears
have passedsincethe BJP&led
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA)assumed poweratthe
Centre,and the government
hasalready moved wellinto
its third year. Despite this,
the BJP hasalreadybegun
preparations for the 2029
general elections.

Sincethe party did not
secureanabsolute majority
inthelastelection, strategies
arebeingformulated—and
workisunderway—toachieve

adecisive majority next time.
Initiatives such asstrengt-
heningthe partyorganiz-
ationally, propagating the
governmentsachievements
acrosseverynookandcorner
ofthe country,and engaging
theyounger generationare
being prioritized. Some mi-
nistershave currentlybeen
reassigned to party work, while
othershavesstepped down.

Meanwhile, several MPs
fromother partieshavejoined
the BJP. Amidstthese chang-
es, therehavebeen frequent
reportssuggestingapoten-
tial expansion of the Union
Cabinet, though nothing
hasbeen confirmed so far.
In this context, new infor-
mation has sparked fresh
speculation regarding the
matter. Typically, Union

CM Vijay Inspects Electricity

Board Headquarters inChennai SupportforUkraine, UNSC reform pushwith
Guterres drive firstday for Japan PMat UNGA

CHENNALIL With
therecentrisein temp-
eraturesacross Tamil
Nadu, thedemand for
electricityhasincre-
ased. Consequently, '
unscheduled power
outagesareoccurring
invarious districts, d
including Chennai,
Trichy, and Nellai. |
Publicfrustration over
nighttime power cuts ' .
hasledtoprotestsinv-
olvingroadblockadesandthe
besieging of Electricity Board
offices. These unscheduled
two&houroutageshavealso
adverselyaffected theindus-
trialandagricultural sectors.

A

Amidstrising complaints
aboutpower outagesacross
thestate, Chief Minister Vijay
personallyvisited ‘Minnag-
am’—theElectricity Board
headquarterslocatedon Anna
Salai, Chennai—to conduct

%

aninspection.

Heinquired with officials
aboutpower outage compla-
ints,remedial measures,and
detailsregardingelectricity
generationand procurem-
ent. Furthermore, he held

discussions with Minister

Nirmal Kumar, Electricity

Board Chairman ArunRoy,

Green Energy Corporation
4 Managing Director Sridhar,
andotherofficialsregarding
strengthening the power
infrastructure, meeting
electricity demand, and
§ theactionstakentoaddr-
essconsumer grievances.
Subsequently, the Chief Mi-
nisterinspected ‘Minnagam’
andthe State Load Despatch
Centre. Duringthevisit, he
soughtinformation fromoft-
icialsregardingthe measures
taken during power outages,
aswellasdetailsonelectricity

generationand demand.

Udhayanidhito Campaign for
Maduranthakam DMK Candldate onSept 27

MADHURANTHAGAM:
UdhayanidhiStalinissetto
campaign on September
27inMaduranthakamand
surroundingruralareasin
supportofParanthaman, the
DMK candidate contesting
the Maduranthakam Asse-
mbly constituencyelection.
Afive&way contesthasemer-
gedintheby&election forthe
Maduranthakam Assembly
constituencyin Chengalpa-
ttudistrict.

Amidstthis, various pr-

ominentleadershavebeen

campaigning for the DMK
candidate, Paranthaman.
Aspartoftheseefforts, Udha-
yanidhi Stalin will campaign
forthe DMK candidate on
September27.Heissched-
uled to campaign from an
open&top vehicleinareas
includingMamandur, Ka-
runguzhi, Maduranthakam
town, Achirupakkam, and
Orathi. Partyfunctionaries

havealsostated thatplansare
inplacetosetupacampaign
stageinthe Maduranthakam

area; consequently, DMK
cadresare makingvarious
arrangements for the event.

Do not go to Malaysia relying on unscrupulous
agents to seek employmentonatouristvisa

Indian High Commission warns

KUALALUMPUR: The
Indian High Commission
haswarned Indians not to
seekemploymentin Malaysia
using touristvisasand urged
themnottofallvictim tofra-
udulentagentsin thisregard.
Thenumber of people tr-
aveling to Malaysia on the
30&day tourist visa facility
provided by the Malaysian
governmentisincreasing
daily. In this context, a stat-
ementissued by theIndian

High Commission in Kuala
Lumpur clarified that the
30&day facilityisintended
solelyforsocialvisits, suchas
tourism or visiting relatives;
itdoesnotgrant permission
toseekemployment.
Workinginthe country
onatouristvisaviolatesim-
migration regulations,and
Indians doingso could face
severelegal consequences.
Therefore, Indians tra-
veling to Malaysia on tou-

ristvisas should notengage
injob&seekingactivities.
Many Indians end up ov-
erstaying their permitted
duration after being misl-
edbyunscrupulous agents
who make false promises
regardingemployment. This
situation canlead toissues
suchasillegal overstaying,
exploitation, arrests, and
legal complications.
Therefore, toavoid im-
migration&related proble-

mswhen visiting Malaysia,
genuine tourists must carry
thenecessary documents.
Touristsarerequired to po-
ssess the ‘Malaysia Digital
Arrival Card’ (submitted
online three days prior to
arrival)andapassportwitha
validity ofatleast sixmonths.
The Embassyhasadvised
Indian citizensnotto travel
toMalaysia foremployment
withoutavalid work permit
ortheappropriatevisa.

Cabinet meetingsare held
on Wednesdays.

These one&day sessions
usually focusonapproving
policy&related decisions;
while the duration might
extendifadditional topics
arise,itisrarefora meeting
tolastbeyondasingle day.
However, reportsindicate
thatthis week’s Cabinet me-
etingwilltake place over two

days—today (Wednesday)
and tomorrow.

Itissaid thatthissession
will function asamajor co-
nsultative meetingora ‘br-
ainstormingcamp. Beyond
merely grantingapprovals,
thediscussionswillalso cover
thegovernmentsjourneyand
performance over the past
two years. With elections
approachinginseven states

andaneed toappointnew
ministerstoreplace those
who have stepped down, it
isreported that this two&-
day meeting mayinvolvea
review of the performance
of current ministersand a
decisionregardinga cabin-
etexpansion based on that
assessment.

Discussions concerning
‘Viksit Bharat’ (Developed
India) arealso expected to
feature prominentlyin the
meeting.

Chma North Korea concerns with Trump,

NEW YORK:JapanPrime §
Minister Sanae Takaichi’sfirst
dayat the United Nations
General Assemblyin New

Yorkwasmarkedbyaseriesof
high-level meetings,including |

discussionswith US President
Donald Trump on Chinaand

North Korea, reaffirmation of &
Tokyo'ssupportfor Ukraine, |§

andapush for United Nations
reform, includingexpansion
ofthe UN Security Council.
TakaichiheldaJapan-US
summitmeetingwith Trump
onTuesdayonthesidelines
ofthe UNGA, describingthe
talksas “veryopenandcordial”
and sayingthetwoleaders
held “solid discussions” on
cooperationacrossawide
range of fieldsand regional
situations.

Accordingto Takaichi, the
meeting marked the fourth
timeshehasmet Trumpsince
the G7 Evian SummitinJune
thisyear. “Regardingeconomic
security,anareaofhighmu-
tualinterestfor Japanandthe
United States, we confirmed
our cooperation towin the
technology competitionand
enhanceresilienceinfields
suchas Al semiconductors,
and critical minerals, and
agreed tofurtherstrengthen
thisgoing forward,” Takaichi
saidinapostonX.

Thetwoleadersalsore-
affirmed the importance
of steadilyimplementing
the Japan-USagreementon
tariffsandagreed toadvance
cooperation onbothsides.
Takaichisaidsheand Trump
alsoexchanged views frankly
on “issuesincluding China
andNorthKorea” Akeyissue
raisedbythe Japanese Prime
Minister wastheabduction
issue, whichshesaid shere-
mainspersonally committed
toresolving.

“Inparticular, regarding
theabductionissue, towhich
Iam personally committed
with determination,Ionce
again emphasised theim-
portance of itsimmediate
resolutionand received his
tull support,” Takaichisaid.

Shealso said the talks cov-
eredsecurity, theeconomy,
economicsecurityand the
situationin the Indo-Pacific
region, as well as views on
theInternational Criminal
Court(ICC). “Throughclose
engagementwith President
Trump, weaimto elevatethe
Japan-U.S. alliance to even
greater heights,” Takaichi
added.

On Ukraine, Takaichi
met Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
their first meeting since their
conversationin Evianin June.
Takaichisaid she expressed
respect for the Ukrainian
peopleandunderlined Japan’s
continuedsupportfor Ukraine.
“Tonceagainexpressedrespect
forthe Ukrainian peoplewho
arestandingup forthe peace
of their homeland under
President Zelenskyy’s strong
leadershipand emphasised that
itisessential forall countries
touniteinsupporting Ukraine
inordertoachieve justand
lasting peace’assoon as pos-
sible,” shesaidinaseparate
postonX.

TheJapanese Prime Min-
ister further stated that Tokyo’s
policytoward Ukraineremains

tude for Japan’ssupportand
explained Ukrain€’s current
initiatives. She said Japan
would continue to support
Ukraineand coordinate with
the Ukrainian President.
Takaichialso met UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, with UN reform
and Security Councilreform
featuringprominentlyin their
discussions. Themeetingwas
areunion following Guterres’
visittoJapanin May. “Frommy
side, torealiseamoreresilient
andeffective United Nations,
Iconfirmed our cooperation
on UNreform, includingthe
UNS80Initiative,and stated
thatreform of the Security
Council—encompassing
expansionofboth permanent
andnon-permanent mem-
bership—isindispensable,’
Takaichisaid.
Shealsoreiterated Japan’s
requestforanincreaseinthe
number of Japanese nation-
alsservingin UN-affiliated
organisations. “From UN
Secretary-General Guterres, I
receivedhisgratitudefor Japan’s
supportof UNactivitiesand

expressions of expectation
regarding Japan’scontributions
toeffortstoward UN reform,”
Takaichisaid. Takaichireaf-
firmedJapan'scommitmentto
multilateralism centredonthe
United Nations, saying Tokyo
would continue working with
theorganisation tobuild peace
and prosperity.

Meanwhile, the White
Housealso highlighted the
meeting between Trump
and Takaichi, postingon X.
“President Donald]. Trump
and Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichiatthe United
Nations General Assembly,
furtheringthestrongalliance
betweenthe USA andJapan,’
thepostread.

The meetings brought
together several of Japan’s
keyforeign-policypriorities
during Takaichi’sfirst dayat
the UN General Assembly:
coordination with the Unit-
ed States onregional and
economic-securityissues,
continuedsupportfor Ukraine,
and effortstoward reform of
the United Nationsand its
Security Council.

unchanged. “Talsostated that ~fusmss

Japan stands with Ukraine,
thatthispolicyremainsun-
wavering, and that we will
continuetowork onsupport

for Ukraine and sanctions ||

against Russiain coopera-

tion with theinternational P o 2
Lucknow: Supreme CourtlawyerNeerajdied aftera

community; Takaichisaid.
Zelenskyy expressed grati-

luxury car collided with his scooter.
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Today horoscope

~Youwillachieve anythmg through mental
}|strength. Good newswillarrive from out of town.
Youwillfulfillyour parents’ wishes. Business will
pickup, yielding good profits. Partners will offer
theirsupport. Youwill gain theupperhandatthe
workplace.

Your mother’shealth willstabilize. You
willkeep yourword. Youwill take pridein your
children. Relativesand friends willbe helpful.
Businesswillbe profitable. Atthe workplace,
learnto focussolely on your own tasks.

Youwillmake decisions withafirmand con-
fidentoutlook. Prominent figures will assist you.
Journeyswillgowell. A crucial documentyou
weresearching forat the office willbe found. Your
superiorwillappreciate you. Employeesin your
business will work withastrongsense of duty.

Itisbesttoavoid unnecessarytalkinsocial
circles. Practice compromise within the family.
Youwillmake effortstorenovateand expand
yourancestralhome. Maintain composureat
theworkplace. Avoid makinghasty decisionsin [
business.

Youwillsuccessfully complete planned
“tasks. Youwill focusonraising your children re-
“sponsibly. Youwill receive support from superi-
orsatwork. Inbusiness, youwillattractexisting
customersbyemploying newstrategies.

Youwill devise newwaystosettle old debts. Those who
applied for newjobs willreceiveinterview calls.
Your father’shealth willimprove. Old friends
willcometovisityou. Partnerswill cooperate
inbusiness matters. Careeradvancement
isindicated.

Peace will return to the family. You
will obtainavisa for foreign travel. People
ofdifferent faiths orlanguages will offer
assistance. Avoid pointlessargumentsat the
workplace. Youwillimplement new strat-
egiesinbusiness,and partners will extend
their support.

fo 0

Differencesof opinion between spouses
willvanish. Thearrival of guests will bringlive-
liness to your home. Youwill purchase modern 's
electronicappliances. Businessinventorywill £

sellout quickly. Youwillacceptadvice from
your partners. Your statusand respectat the
workplacewillrise.

Youwillunderstand and fulfill the wishes of
your family members. Your children’shealth will
improve. Bitterness with maternal relatives will
beresolved. Outstanding duesinbusiness will
becollected. Avoidinterferingin other people’s
affairsatthe workplace.

4
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Youmayfeel distressed thinkingabout i
pastissues. Donotrushintoanything. Avoid
long-distancetravel. Youwillrenovateand ex-
pandyourancestralhome. Business will flourish.
Avoid makingenemiesatthe workplace.

) Youwillengagein publicactivities with
1\ self-confidence. Youwill gain benefits through
relatives. Confusion with business partners
willberesolved. Workload at the office will
decrease. Youwillberecommended foranew
position,andsuperiors willappreciate your
work.

y

Youwillfind solutionsto old problems by
adoptingadifferentapproach. Interestinyoga
andspirituality willincrease. Business will pick
up momentum, leadingto profits. Donotinter-
fereinothers’ affairsatthe workplace. Officials
will offerimportantadvice.

ABVPScoreRoundm
Victory in Kerala College

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Studentunion elections
wereheld atthe Government Sanskrit College in Thripp-
unithura, Kerala. The Akhil Bharatiya VidyarthiParishad
(ABVP)—thestudent wing of the RSS, theideological
organization behind the BJP—secured all key positions.
With this result, the Students’ Federation of India (SFI),
whichhad managed the college student union for years,
haslostall postsfor the first time.

Thisvictory forthe ABVPinacollege considered an
SFIstrongholdisviewedasasignificantshiftin Kerala’s
student politics. Snigdha M. Hari was elected President,
AdityaT.A.as VicePresident,and Vignesh Bhatas General
Secretary. The ABVP hasalleged that previous SF1&led
student unions failed to promote the Sanskritlanguage
andraised questions regarding the utilization of funds
collected from students. Meanwhile, the BJP had also
recently captured the Thrippunithura municipality. Itis
noteworthythatthe ABVP hasnowsecuredavictoryin
the college student union elections, following the BJP’s
takeover of the municipality—whichhad been held by
theLeftfor45years.

NEW YORK: Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney
hasannounced that Prime
Minister Modiissettovisithis
countrythiscomingDecember.
Mark Carney, whoisatten-
dingthe 81stsession ofthe
United Nations General Ass-
embly, wasaskedabouttrade
relationsbetween Canada
andIndiaand the timing of
Prime Minister Modi’s visit.
Heresponded as follows:
“Wehave made significant
progressintradenegotiations
withIndia.

I consider thisveryim-
portant, asourrelationship
spans variouslevels—inc-
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luding people&to&people
ties, security, the economy,
and trade. Prime Minister
ModiandIdiscussed thisat
the previous G20 summit,and
anagreementisexpectedto
bereachedatthe upcoming
summit.

The G20 summitfor this
yearisscheduled for December,
and Prime Minister Modiwill
visit Canadaduringthattrip.
Whiletheexactdatehasnotyet
beenfinalized, Ilookforwardto
hisvisit,” Mark Carneystated.
Prime Minister Modihad

Local 23.09.2026 OutStation24.09. 2026|
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PM Modi to Visit Canadain
December: Mark Carney Confirms

previouslyvisited Canada
inJuneoflastyearat Mark
Carney’sinvitation. Mark
Carneyassumed officeas
the Prime Minister of Ca-
nadain March 2025;itis
worthnotingthatheisan
economist by profession.
Thisyear’s G20 summit s
scheduled to take placein
Florida, USA,on December
14and15,undertheleader-
ship of USPresident Trump.
Prime Minister Modi will
participateintheevent,and
reportsindicatethatheisalso
expected tomeetand hold
discussions with President
Trump duringthevisit.

Textileshopin Surat setonfire,
causmg X24 croreindamages

SURAT: Anaccountant,
furiousoverthenon&pay-
mentof310,000inoutstan-
dingwages, decidedtoteach
hisemployeralesson; his
actionsresultedinalossof
324 crorefortheentiretexti-
lemarket.
Thisincidentoccurredin
Surat, Gujarat. A firebroke
outonthe8thofthemonth

atthe Shyam Sangini Textile
Marketinthecity, destroy-
ingtextilestockworth324
croreacross 14shops. The
Sarolipoliceregistereda
caseregardingtheincide-
ntandexaminedfootage
frommultiplesurveillance
camerasinstalledunderthe
‘Vishwas Project Phase&2’.
Thefootage capturedan

= individual, withtheirface
- coveredbyacloth,setting

firetotextileparcelsplaced
outsideoneoftheshops.
Thepoliceidentified

VinodPandit Sawle, aresi-
dentofPhilipatraResiden-
cyintheDindoliarea,and
arrested him.
Regardingthesubsequent
interrogation, thepolice
stated: Vinod Sawlehad
workedasanaccountantata
textileshop for threemont-
hsstartinglast April.
Hewasdismissed from
thejobinJunebecausehe
wasunabletohandlethe
accountingtasksproperly.
Furthermore,angeredby
hisemployersdelayinpa-

yinghisoutstandingsalary
0£310,000, Sawle planned
toteachtheshopownera
lesson. Tothisend, he purc-
hased petrolworthapproxi-
matelyI150inabottlefrom
alocalpetrolstationand, in
September...Onthe8th, he
enteredthemarketatmid-
nightand proceeded tothe
targeted shop;hetookouta
bottlefilled with petrolfrom
hisbagand pouredthecon-
tentsontotheboxesofcloth
andparcelskeptoutsidethe
shop.Hethensetthemabl-
azeusingamatchstick. The
firespread rapidly, engulfi-
ngseveralshops. Thepolice
stated that the textilemarket
sufferedatotallossof324
croreduetothisincident.

40 Years of Women in CRPF: Plans to

Honor Key Female Personnel
e

\—3‘

NEW DELHI: Tomarkthe
completion of40yearssince
theinduction of womeninto
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF)—apremier
centralsecurity force—female
personnel who have played
pivotalrolesintheforceare
settobehonored. The CRPF
istheoldestamong India’s
central securityforces.

Originallyestablished du-
ringtheBritish era, theforce
initially comprised onlymen.
Subsequently,on September
25,1986,adedicated women’s
unitwasformed, markingthe

firsttime women wereindu-
ctedascommandoswithin
the CRPE.

September 25 ofthisyear §
marksthe completion of40 !

yearssince theinception of {#)

thiswomen’scontingent. To 2
commemorate thismilestone, §:
the CRPFwillhostaceremony |
tohonorthewomenwhohave {
servedintheforce. Donning &%

theuniformandshouldering
theresponsibility of national
securityisachallengingtask;
itinvolves standingat the
forefront of the fightagainst
terrorismand Naxalism, as

wellas makmg the ultlmate
sacrificefor the nationwhen
theneedarises.

Tothisend, female pers-
onnelinthe CRPFhavebeen
performingdutieson parwith

b A
&,

their male counterparts for
the past40years. Notably,
according to CRPF data, six
femalebattalionsarecurrently
deployedinkeysecurityzones
acrossthecountry.

Tamil Nadu Farmers’ Association Demands
Pension forAII Farmers Aged 60and Above

m&ﬂ;’_’d’r ek g L

" protestshave been taking

placeacross India deman-
dingamonthly pension of
310,000 for farmers—w-

i ho feed thenation despite

battlingthe elements and

facingvariouslosses.
Thegovernment sho-

uldprovide this pension

0f10,000 without imposi-
ngany conditions.

september 23 Jaipur 2026

Eventhe ‘King ofthe Jungle’
getsdrowsyafterameal...
Atigertakesaquicknap

A severe traffic jamoccurred on
a forest road in a Rajasthan park be-
cause a tiger decided to take a nap.
Yesterday (Tuesday), a tiger settled
down for an afternoon snooze on a forest
track within the world-famous Rantham-
bore National Park inRajasthan. This
resultedinapeculiar traffic jam, with
around 30 safari jeeps lined up behind
it. Elena, a foreign tourist visiting
the forest, captured this rare sighton
her camera and shared it on Instagram.
Describing the incident, she noted,
“This was the third tiger I sawacross
the four safaris I wenton.

Just Tike my pet cat sleeps at home,
this 200-kilogram tiger lay down right
in themiddle of the road without a
care in theworld, forcing 30 safa-
ri jeeps towaitin line behindit.”
The tiger, weighing approximately
200 kilograms, lay calmly on the road,
completely unconcerned about the tour-
ist vehicles that had come toahalt.
Consequently, the jeeps were unable to
move forward and remained queued up.
“Traffic jams are common in India, but
this time, it was caused by a tiger,”
she remarked humorously.

Afterits brief nap, the tiger rose,
stretched Tazily, and sTowly walked
away into the dense forest. The video has
gone viral onsocial media, garnering

Kund reds of thousands of views.

Petition Seeking Addltlonal
710 TMC of Cauvery Water for

Karnataka Dismissed

NEW DELHI: A writ petition was filed in the Sup-
reme Courtbythe ‘CauveryNeer Rakshana Samithi’ (Ca-
uvery Water Protection Committee). Citingthe drinking
water shortageandagriculturalneedsin Karnataka, the
petitionrequested an additionalallocation of 70 TMC of
Cauverywater to the state from the share originallyallot-
tedto Tamil Nadu.

Uponhearingthe petition, the Supreme Courtjudges
dismissedit, stating, “The Supreme Courthasalready
deliveredaverdictregarding thesharingof Cauvery
water,and thereare existing guidelines from the Cauvery
Management Authority. Therefore, this petition cannot
beentertained”

Rajya Sabha Electlons for
|2 Seats on October |16

NEW DELHI: TheEle-

termofNareshBansal,aRajya 11seats (10in Uttar Prad-

amount to all farmers—w-
hether small, marginal, or

ctionCommissionhasann- Sabhamemberrepresenting eshand1in Uttarakhand)
ouncedthatelectionsfor12 Uttarakhand,isalsocoming thataresoonto fall vacant.

CHENNAI The Tamil
Nadu Farmers’ Association
has urgedthe government
toprovideapensiontoall
farmerswho haveattained
the age of 60.

Inastatement regardingth-
is, the association’s General
Secretary, P.S. Masilamani,
noted that the ‘Pradhan
MantriKisan MaanéDh-
an Yojana’scheme has been
announcedto providea mo-
nthly pension 0fI3,000 to
farmersaged 60 and above.

However, since the sch-
emeis restricted to farmers
owninglessthantwo hect-
ares ofland, other farmers
areunabletojoinit.
Enrollment in the scheme
islimited to individuals
between the agesof 18and
45. Onceenrolled, the gove-
rnment deducts amonthly
premium—rangingfrom
T55t03200dependingon
theindividual’s age—direc-
tly from their bank accou-
nt. For over two decades,

large—who have attained
the age of 60, without requ-
iringany contribution from
them; collecting premium-
s—akintoasmallsavings
scheme—orimplementing
theschemeinamanner that
discriminates amongfar-
mers amounts to a breach
of trust.
Therefore, accedingto the
longerstandingdemand
of thefarmers, the Central
and State governments mu-
stjointly provide a pension

RajyaSabhaseatsacross sz |
threestates,including ‘
Uttar Pradesh, willbe
held on October 16
Thetermsoften Rajya
Sabhamembersrepre-
senting Uttar Pradesh &
—Arun Singh, Geeta}
(aliasChandraprabha),f= /1 /|/ /1l
Brijlal, Ram Gopal Ya-

dav, Neeraj Shekhar, Ramji toanend.

Gautam, B.L. Verma, Seema Consequently, theElec-
Dwivedi, DineshSharma,and tion Commissionhasanno-
Hardeep Singh Puri—areset uncedthatelectionswillbe
toexpiresoon. Similarly,the heldonOctober 16forthese

N Results onthe Sar.ne
aeests®Day: The Commission
hasalsoannounced
thataby&election
I or onevacantRajya
Sabha seatin West
Bengal willtakeplace
on the same day.

Votingwillbeheld
from 9:00 AM t04:00
PM, and vote counting will
beginat5:00 PM. The Elect-
ion Commission stated that
theresultswillbedeclared on
thesameday.
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Atanevent hId yesterdiaiy atthe ChennaiSecretariat, Law Minister

Nirmal

Kumar presented college allotmentorderstothe top 10 studentsintheranklist
forLL.M.admissionsingovernmentlaw collegesforthe currentacademicyear.

Pakistani Minister Abducted
Armed Gang’s Audacious Act

ISLAMABAD: Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek&e&-
Insaf (PTT) partyiscurrently

BiharSchoolgirlSexual Assault Case

PoliceShootand

inpowerin Pakistan'sKhyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, where
FazalShakoorKhanservesas
the Minister for Public Health.
LastMonday, hewastraveling
by caralongamainroadin
the capital, Peshawar, when
agroup of masked, armed
individualsintercepted his
vehicle.

Subsequently, the unid-
entified gangabducted Mi-
nister Fazal Shakoor Khan.
Sourceswithinthe PTIparty
stated, “Wehavelodgeda co-

mplaintat the policestation
regarding Minister Fazal’s
abduction, butno action
hasbeen taken so far. We
suspect that the Pakistan
Armyisbehind theabdu-
ction of Minister Shakoor.
Weare planning toholda
massiverallyinIslamabad
onSeptember27todemand
Imran Khan’srelease from
prison. Continuousattacks
arebeinglaunchedagainstus
inanattemptto preventthis,”
thesourcesadded.

ApprehendKeyAccused

PATNA:Policeshotthe dlydraggedthegirlaway NandanYadavtothescene
keyaccused, Nandan Yad- andsexuallyassaultedher. oftheincident. The police

av,inthelegand
apprehended him —
afterheattempted =4
toescape custody
whilebeinginvesti-
gated forthealleged 8
sexual assaultof }
aClass 10 stude-
ntinJamui, Bihar. o
Onthe19th,aCl-
ass 10 studentin Jamuiwas
returninghomewithamale
classmate after attending
coachingclasseswhenagang
interceptedandattacked them.
Nandan Yadav, a me-
mber of the gang, allege-

Fiveindividualshavebeen

arrestedin connection with
the caseso far; police have
alsostated thattwojuveniles
areinvolved.
Aspartoftheinvestig-
ation, the policehad taken

stated thathewasappre-
hendedafterbeingshotin
| thelegwhileattempting
toescape from custody.
' Bihar Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Vijay Kumar Ch-
audharyhasannounced
thatstrictaction willbe
" takenagainsteveryone

involvedinthisincident.
Meanwhile, Jamui District
Superintendent of Police
Vishwajeet Dayal has war-
ned thatsevereaction will
betakenagainstthose who
sharevideosorinformation
thatreveal thegirl'sidentity.
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72nd National Film Awards Ceremony

ASH
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Awards for Actors Mammootty, Dhanush,

G.V. Prakash Presented by President Droupadi Murmu

GUJARAT President Drou-
padi Murmupresentedthe 72nd
National Film Awardsto film
personalities yesterday. Actors
Dhanush and Mammootty,
musiccomposer G. V. Prakash,
andothersreceivedthe awards.
The 72nd National Film Aw-
ards ceremony—considered
the highest honor inthe Indian
filmindustry—washeldwith
greatgrandeur yesterdayin
Ekta Nagar, Gujarat (for-
merly known as Kevadia).
Traditionally, National Film
Awards ceremonies were held
exclusivelyat Vigyan Bhawan
in Delhi. However, in linewith
the Central Government’s new
decision totakethe awards ce-
remony to other states across
the country, theevent washeld
outside Delhifor thefirst time,
in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat.

President Droupadi Mu-
rmu attended the event and
honoredthe best films, artists,
andtechnicians of2024 by pre-
sentingthemwithawards. G.V.
Prakashreceivedtheawardfor
Best Background Score from
the President forthe 2024 Tamil
film*Amaran*, starringSiva-

karthikeyan and Sai Pallavi.
Followingthis, actor Dhanush
receivedthe National Awardfor
directing *Raayan*, whichwas
selected asthe Best Tamil Film.
The National Award for Best
Actorfor2024waspresentedto
twoindividuals. Actor Mam-
moottyreceivedthe Best Actor
awardforthe Malayalam film
*Bramayugam*, while Kartik
Aaryanwasawarded Best Actor
forhisperformancein the Hin-
difilm *Chandu Champion*.
Yami Gautam received the
National Awardfor Best Act-
ressforthefilm*Article 370

Additionally, Dhanush
was presented with the Best
Actoraward (Special Cate-
gory) for his performancein
the film *Captain Miller*.
Rajkumar Periasamyreceived
the Best Director award for
*Amaran*, andthe producer
of *Kalki2898 AD*—selected
asthe Best Wholesome Enter-
tainment Film—wasalso pre-
sentedwithan award. Awards
for Best Supporting Actorwent
toSanjay Mishra (for thefilm
*Pakshak?*), whileawards for
Best Supporting Actress were

presentedto Rupashree Varkadi

(for *Mithya*) and Sachana
Namidass (for the Tamilfilm
*Maharaja*).

Randeep Hoodareceived
theawardfor Best Debut Di-
rector (for *Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar*). A special award
waspresented tothefilm *Ca-
ptain Miller*, recognized for
upholdingnationalandsocial
values. Shashwat Sachdevrec-
eived theaward for Best Music
Director (for thefilms *Article
370*and *Kalki 2898 AD*).
Director Aditya Dhar accepted
the award for *Article 370%,
whichwasselected asthe Best
Film. President Murmu hono-
redtherecipientswithawards,

including Sukumar (*Pushpa
2*) and Yogesh Deshpande
(*Swargandharva Sudhir
Phadke*) for Best Screenplay,
Venky Atluri(*Lucky Bhaskar*)
forBest Dialogue, Shenad Jalal
(*Bramayugam®)for Best Cin-
ematography, and Nitin Zihani
Choudhary (*Kalki2898 AD*)
for Best Production Design.
Regarding Chennai... Nati-
onal Film Award ceremonies
aretraditionally held in Delhi;
this practice has been follow-
edsince 1954. However, the
17th National Film Awards
ceremony was the only exc-
eption, heldin Chennai, the
capitalof Tamil Nadu, in 1971.
Now, for the first time since

then, the awards have been
presented outside Delhi—this
timein Ekta Nagar, Gujarat.
Mammootty’s4th National
Award: Malayalam actor Ma-
mmootty haswon the National
Award for Best Actor for the
fourthtime.
Hehadpreviouslywonthe
National Awardfor Best Actor
forthefirsttimeforthe films
*Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha*
and *Mathilukal*(1990), a
second time for *Vidheyan*
and *Ponthan Mada* (1994),
and athird time for *Dr. Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar*(1999).
Hehasnowreceived his fourth
National Award for the film
*Bramayugam™,

Rampant Bribery in Government
Offices: What Will the Government Do?

CHENNAI: Amidstthe
rampantbriberyin gover-
nment offices, theamounts
seized duringsurpriseraids
arereachingrecordhighs.
Thereare 55 departments
operatingunder the Tamil
Nadugovernment, approx-
imately22 of which provide
directservicestothe public.
When citizens approach
these service&oriented de-
partments,amajority ofthe
officialsandstafffulfill requests
onlyafteracceptingbribes.
Thefactthatsome members
ofthepublicvisittheseoffices
withouttheproper document-
ation contributessignificantly
totheprevalence ofbribery.

While complaintsregarding
briberyhave persisted for
years—notjustrecently—
awareness slogans stating
“Givingortakingabribeis
acrime” remain displayed
ingovernmentoffices mer-
ely for the sake of formality.
The conflicting claims—go-
vernmentemployeessaying,
“Wetakeitbecausetheyoffer
it and the publicsaying, “We
gaveitbecausetheydemanded
it"—remainanunfathomable
puzzle,muchliketheage&-
old question: “Which came
first, the chickenortheegg?”
The TVK government has
nowassumed officein Tamil
Nadu, withtheparty’sleader,

G4 countries call forimmediate UNSC reform, cite
council’s inability to uphold global peace, security

NEW YORK :The G4 Ministers
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Brazil’s Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira,
Germany’s Federal Foreign Minister
Johann David Wadephuland Japan’s

Foreign Minister Motegi Toshimitsumet  the need forgreaterrepresentation of
underérepresented and unrepresented

inNew York on Tuesday onthesidelines
of the81stsession of
the United Nations |
General Assembly. \
Inajointministerial
statement, the four
countries said the
increasingly chall-
enginggeopolitical '
environment had

made Security Council reform “more
necessarythanever before”. “The G4
Ministers notedthat the UNSCis cu-
rrentlyunableto effectively discharge
its coreresponsibility of maintaining
international peaceand security. The
representativeness, legitimacy, credi-
bilityand efficacy ofthe UNSCarein
question,”thestatement said.

The G4 attributed what they desc-
ribed asthe Council’s shortcomingsto
its ‘anachronistic eightédecadeseold
architecture”, which they said does
notreflect contemporary geopolitical
realitiesandisanimpedimenttoadd-
ressing present and future challenges
concerninginternational peace and
security. Against this backdrop, the
four countries called for UNSCrefo-
rmto beimplemented at the earliest,
stressingthat the Councilneedsto be
“fiterforérpurpose” andreflective of

presenterday global realities. The G4
said expansion ofthe Security Council
inboththepermanent andnonée-per-
manent categories shouldbe centralto
thereformprocess. They also stressed

regionsandgroups, including Africa,
the Asia&Pacificand Latin America
andthe Caribbean.

Thefour countries further highlig-
hted theimportance ofincreasingthe
participation of member states that
contributesignificantly tomaintain-
inginternational peaceand security
and advancing other purposes of the
United Nations. The G4 also welcomed
thepresentation of the African Group’s
reformmodel duringthe Intergovern-
mental Negotiations (IGN) inthe 80th
session ofthe UN General Assembly
andreiterated their support for Afri-
ca’scaseforenhancedrepresentation,
includingin the permanent category
ofmembership.

The ministers expressed concern
overthelimited progress made thro-
ughtheIGN framework, notingthat
ithad been activefor 18 years without

producingconcrete outcomes towards
substantive Security Council reform.
Theyalso expressedreservations over
the presentation of what they descri-
bedasa “bridging proposal” before
the commencement of texterbased
negotiations, sayingit did not reflect

theviews ofa clear majority of

Security Councilthat reflectstoday’s
globalrealities. Will continue towork
together to advance this shared obje-
ctive,’the EAM saidinapostonX.
German Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephulalso emphasised the need for
theSecurity Counciltoreflect changesin
theinternationalsystem, while calling

UN member statesin favourof forstrongerrepresentation for Africa.

expansion in both membership
categories.

The G4recalledthat consensus
isnotthebenchmark for decisio-
nermaking on Security Council
reform under the UN Charter
andtheIGNmandate. Looking

ahead, the four countries said they wo-
uldworkwith other reforméeroriented
groupstoidentify areasof convergence
and develop a consolidated model
reflectingthe views of the majority of
member states. They said commencing
texterbased negotiations would bea
highpriority, describingthisaskey to
achievingwhat they termed “real and
impactful UNSCreform”.

The G4saidsuch reform was nece-
ssarytorestoretherepresentativeness,
legitimacy, credibility and efficacy of
theSecurity Councilandstrengthen the
wider multilateral system. Jaishankar
also highlighted the G4 shared objective
following the meeting. “Joined my G4
counterparts from Brazil, Germany
and Japan in New York #UNGAS8].
Discussed theimperative of reformed
multilateralism and a morereprese-
ntative, responsive and effective UN

“Since the founding ofthe UN
theworld has changed profoundly &
thisneedsto bereflected in its highest
decisionmakingbody. Together with
India, Brazil, Japan westriveforamore
inclusive UN Security Council. Also,
voicesfrom Africa need to bereprese-
nted moreappropriately,” Wadephul
saidinapostonX.

The G4 ministerssaid they would
continue coordinatingclosely during
the 81st session of the UN General
Assembly and tasked officials from
their respective countries with follo-
wingup onthediscussions. Theyalso
agreed to takestock of progressat the
next Director Generale>level meeting
in New Delhi. Jaishankar separately
met Wadephulon the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly and discussed
ongoingconflictsandtheirmultilateral
cooperation. “Satdown with Johann
Wadephulof Germany on thesidelines
of #UNGA81. Weexchanged assessm-
entson theongoing Ukraine and Gulf
crises. As G4 partners, our cooperation
atthe UNand other multilateralfora
remains robust,” Jaishankar said in
anotherpostonX.

Joseph Vijay, taking chargeas
ChiefMinister. Sinceassumi-
ngpower, hehasconsistently
pledgedtoeradicatebribery
and deliveratransparent
administration to the peo-
ple. Against thisbackdrop,
anti&corruptionpoliceare
frequently conductingraids
ongovernmentoffices.
Theyarespecificallytarg-
eting Sub&Registrar offices,
municipal corporation offices,
municipal offices, Taluk offi-
ces,and Block Development
Offices.Intheraidsconducted
by the governmentoverthe
pastfour months, bribe mo-
neyhasbeenrecovered from
everysingleofficeinspected.
Ithasevenbeendiscovered
thatbribe moneyisbeing
collected via GPay (digital

paymentapps) withoutany
fear of detection. Thereisa
ruralsayingthatasks, “Who
isgreater—thethieforthe
protector?” and conclud-
esthat “the thiefis greater”
Similarly, despite ongoing
crackdownsonbribery, no
oneseemsdeterred bythem.
Briberyshowsnosignsofdim-
inishing, evenintheslightest;
thelegal system often offers
protectiontothewrongdoers.
Yesterday, surpriseraidswere
conductedacross 36 districts
in Tamil Nadu—covering
Taluk, municipal, panchayat,
and Block Developmentoft-
ices. Authoritiesdiscovered
%13,78,207 in cash bribes
and<1,59,70,459inbribes
received via GPay. A total
0f1,73,48,666 was seized.

Thistotalincludes312,750
collectedasvehicle parking
feesusingfakereceiptsatthe
Ramanathapuram munici-
paloffice.
Thefactthatfundsrightf-
ullybelongingtothe govern-
mentarebeingsiphoned off
by governmentofficialsand
employeesthemselveshas
causedshockacrossthestate.
Ifbriberywereeradicatedand
malpracticesprevented, the
governmenttreasurywould
beginto fillup. However, mu-
chlikethesonglyric, “Theft
cannotbeeradicated unless
thethiefdecidestoreform,”
bribery cannotbeeliminat-
edunlessthosewhoaccept
itchoosetostop.Itisnowup
tothe governmentto stamp
outbriberywithanironfist.
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The Brahmotsavamfestival atthe TirupatiLord Venkateswara temple began

withthe flag-hoisting ceremony onthe evening ofthe 15th. The chariot proces-
sioncommenced at8:00AMyesterday, the eighth day of the festival.

*Organ Donors: Guiding Lights foraNew
Lease on Life” - CM Vijay Expresses Pride

CHENNAL “Letus
proudlyhonortheorgan
donorswho,bearingthe
torch ofhumanity, pave
theway forotherstoregain
theirlives,” stated Chief
Minister Vijay.Inaposton
Xregardingthis, hesaid,
“September23rdisobserv-
edannuallyas “TamilNadu

OrganDonationDay’ to
raise publicawarenessabo-
uttheimportance oforgan
donationandtocomme-
moratethedonation ofthe
organsoftheyoungboy,
Hithendran. Organdonati-
onisanoble,humanitarian
actthatgrantsanewlease
onlifetomanythrougha

person’sorgans, evenafter
their passing. Everyorgan
donatedbringsfreshhope
andanewlifetothoseaw-
aiting transplants. On this
day,letusproudlyreme-
mberalltheorgandonors
who, carryingtheflame
ofhumanity, guide others
towardarenewedlife”
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Ayushman Bharat scheme marks 8 years;
60 crore people have benefited

PM Modiexpressespride

NEW DELHI: The Ay-
ushman Bharatschemehas
completed eightyearssince
itsinception. Prime Minist-
er Modihas proudly stated
that 60 crore people have
benefited fromthisinitiative.
The Central Government
implementsthe Ayushman
Bharatscheme, which pro-
videsfree healthinsurance
coverageofuptoI5lakhper
yeartoeach family.

Prime Minister Modi

launched this scheme on
September23,2018; today
marks the completion of
eightyearssinceitslaunch.
Tomarkthisoccasion, Prime
Minister Modisharedapost
onX (formerly Twitter). He
proudlynoted that60 crore
peopleacross the country
arereceivinghealthinsur-
ance coverage through the
Ayushman Bharatscheme.
Hefurtherstatedinhispost:
The objectiveisto ensure

thateveryIndiancitizen has
accesstohigh&qualityand
affordable medical facilities.

The Ayushman Bharat
schemewasintroduced eight
yearsagowiththisveryaim.
Today, more than 60 crore
peoplearebenefiting from
thisscheme, receivinghealth
insurance coverage ofupto35
lakhannually. Poorand middl-
e&classfamilieshavebenefited
bysavingonmedical expenses.
Arrangements havebeen

madetoensurethatallnece-
ssaryhealthcarefacilitiesare
available closetotheirhomes.
Recordsshowover 500 crore
visitsto Ayushman Arogya
Mandir centers, demonst-
rating the strengthening of
primaryhealthcareservices
atthegrassrootslevel.

My best wishes to all
thebeneficiaries of the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme.
Prime Minister Modiment-
ionedthisinhispost.

Al camerasfor 70,000 km ofroadsin
Tamil Nadu to curb accidents

Minister Aadav Arjuna

CHENNAL: “To curbroadacc-
identsin Tamil Nadu, surveillance
cameraspowered by Artificial Intell-
igence (AI) technologywillbeinstal-
ledacrossastretch ofover 70,000 km
within the nextthree months,” stated
Adhav Arjuna, the Tamil Nadu Mini-
ster for Public Worksand Highways.
Speakingatanengineers review
meetingheld in Guindy, Chennai,
hesaid: “Sincethe TVK government
assumed office,nofundshavebeen
collected under theguise of ‘Chief
Minister’sfunds’or ‘party funds’ An
endhasbeen puttotheirregularities

thatprevailedinthe past.

Allofficial transfersarebeing exe-
cuted honestly, withoutanymoneta-

rytransactions.

Officialsmustmoveawayfromthe
old practice of colluding with cont-
ractorsto finalizetenders.Thave not
metany contractorin personso far.
Everythingisconducted transparen-

yearstocomplete.

tlyviatheinternet.
Thenewreforms
introducedrecentlyha-
veresultedinfinancial %
savingsforthe govern-
ment. A new color&co-
dingsystemissettobe
introduced, allowing \
thepublictodirectly
assessthe qualityand
maintenancestatus of government
buildingsin Tamil Nadu.
Structureslikethe Ripon Building,
constructed during the British era,
andthe currentSecretariatremain
beautiful eventoday.
Thecurrent Secretariatlacksadequ-
atespace. Although1,200 crorehas
beenallocated foranew Secretariat,
theprojectwould take threetofour

Governmentbuildingsshould
possessinfrastructure on par with th-
atofprivate corporatebuildings.

y

With theban onnat-
ural sand mining for
construction, Public
Works Department
engineersmustins-
- Pectand certifythe

quality of M&Sand’
usedintheseproje-
cts.Ifsubstandard
materialisdetected,
actionwillbe taken
throughthe Depart-

mentofGeologyand Mining” Over
the pastfiveyears, more than 88,500
peoplehavelosttheirlivesinroad
accidents.

To curbroadaccidentsin Tamil
Nadu, Alsurveillance cameraswill
beinstalledalongastretch ofover
70,000 kilometers within the next
three months. He stated this while
addressingthe gathering.

Public Works Department Secretary

Selvarajand Highways Department
SecretarySiru,amongothers, partici-
patedinthemeeting.

SriLanka Easter Bombings
15 Convicted—220 Years

|nPr|son Each

COLOMBO: A
courthas convicted 15
individuals for the seri-
esofterroristbombings
thattookplacein Sri
Lanka duringthe Easter
festival. Theattacks
occurred on April 21,
2019, targeting three
Christian churchesand
threeluxuryhotelsin
acoordinated series of
suicidebombingsand
explosiveattacks.

Atotal of 270 people,
including 11 Indian nati-
onals,losttheirlivesin th-
eseattacks, while over 500
otherssustained severe
injuries. Theattacks were
carried outby the ‘Natio-
nal Thowheeth Jama’ath,
aterroristorganization

“Houthisare terrorlsts

RIYADH: The Houthi
group operatesin Yemen,
whereithasbeenwaging
aninsurgencyagainstthe
government. A conflictbe-
tween government forces
and Houthirebelshaspersi-
stedinthe countryforyears.
Houthi rebels control
several areas, includi-
ng the Yemeni capital,
Sana’a.In thiscivil war,
Saudi Arabiasupports gov-
ernmentforces, while Iran
backs the Houthirebels.
Amidstthelong&standing
tensionsbetween Iran and
Saudi Arabia, the two nat-
ionsareengagedinaproxy
conflictin Yemen.

Meanwhile, the civil war
in Yemen has intensified

linked to the Islamic State
(1S).

Twenty&fiveindivi-
dualswerearrested and
imprisonedin connection
with thebombings; one of
them subsequently died
whilein custody. Mean-
while, the trial regarding
theattacks proceededin
aspecial courtin Colo-

followingthe escalation of
tensions between the United
Statesand Iran. Clashesbe-
tween Yemeni government
forcesand Houthirebels
haveescalated over the past
fewweeks.
Houthirebelshavebeen
capturing territories previ-
ously held by government
forcesand havealsobeen

mbo. Yesterday, the Sri

Lankan courtdelivered
itsverdict, finding 15 of
the24accused guilty. The
courtsentenced each of
the 15 convicted individu-
alsto220yearsofrigo-
rousimprisonment for
theirinvolvementinthe
terroristacts. Mohamed
Ibrahim Mohamed Nafsar

launchingattacks on Saudi
Arabia. Notably, afew days
ago, Houthirebelslaunched
missileand drone attacks
targeting Mecca, amajor
holysite for Muslims; Saudi
air defense systemsinterc-
epted and shotdown these
projectilesin mid&air over
thecity.

Asthisattempted atta-

Moulavi

Mohamed Sharibu
Adam Lebbe Hayathu
if Mohamed Ahmed
Milhan Mohamed Ib-

| rahim Siddiq Abdull

' ahMohamed Ibrahim
| Hafiz Abdul Haq
'~ Mohamed Anwar

i Mohamed Rizkan

Mohamed Mansoor
Mohamed Sanasdeen
Abdul Manoof Moha-
med Pedrosh Mohamed
Ramzi Mo hamed Sajid
Abdul Latheef Mohamed
Safi Hasinul Rizvi Khalid
Sameer Mohamed Hanifa
Zainul Abideen Moha-
med Mustafa Mohamed
Haris Rasik Raza Hussain
Kachi Mohamed Moham-
edJesmith

- SaudiKing

ck sentshockwavesacross

.. the Middle East, Saudi fo-

rces—alongside Yemeni
government troops—have
intensified their operati-
ons against the Houthis.
Againstthisbackdrop, the

" King of Saudi Arabia has
declared the Houthis to be

errorists. Speakingata Ca-
binetmeetingheldinJeddah,
Saudi Arabia, King Salman
bin Abdulaziz AlSaud (aged
90) condemned the Houthi
terrorists, stating that their
attempttoattack Mecca—an
actdesigned toincite Mus-
lims worldwide—was rep-
rehensible. The Saudi King
alsocommended the Saudi
security forces for thwarting
theattack.

Local 23.09.2026 OutStation24.09.2026

The PreS|dentofInd|a Smt Droupad| Murmu confersthe award for“BestChlldArt|stOnko KiKothin (Bengall)
ChildArtist: ShriTapomoy Deb Rajatatthe 72nd National FilmAwards ceremony at Ekta Nagar (Kevadia),

in Gujarat.

Supreme Court calls Rs. 27,000 price tag
for cancer drug “blatant daylight robbery”

NEW DELHI: The Sup-
reme Courthascondemned
the fixing ofa cancer drug’s
priceatRs27,000—ten tim-
esitsactual cost—calling it
“blatant daylight robbery”
and expressingastonishm-
entthatofficialsare merely
standing by as spectators.
Petitionshavebeen filedin
the Supreme Courtseeking
ordersto prevent pharm-
aceutical companies from
setting exorbitant prices for
essential medicines.

The petitions demand

strictenforcementofprice
controlsand measures to
stop retail pharmacists from
makingexcessive profits. Ad-
ditionally, they call for discip-
linaryactionagainstdoctors
who fail to prescribe generic
(molecule&based) drugs.
These petitions came up for
hearingbeforeabench co-
mprising Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta.
Duringthehearing, one of
the petitionersargued that
fixing a Maximum Retail
Price (MRP) for medicines

isessential. Appearing for
the Central Government,
Additional Solicitor Gene-
ral K.M. Nataraj stated, “The
Central Governmentisalso
apetitioner; wedonotview
this petition negatively.”
The Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) printedonanessen-
tial cancer drugisRs 27,000,
yetthedrugissupplied tothe
retailer for Rs2,700.
Theretail price hasbe-
ensetattentimesthecostat
whichitwassupplied tothe
retailer. Ifthisisnotrobbe-

ry, whatis? Peoplesell their
homesandjewelrytoafford
medical treatment. Insuch
acontext, thisamounts to
blatantdaylightrobbery co-
mmitted against patients. It
isanactofsheerbrutality—it
mustbetermed nothingless
than murder. How can people
bedeceivedin thismanner?
Thejudgesexpressed surprise
that the officials who ought
totakeactionhaveremained
silent. Subsequently, they
adjourned the hearingto
the29th.

"Debttrap of whoppingRs. 8.24 lakh crore”
Karnataka BJPtargets CMDK
Shivakumar over state’s flscal health

KARNATAKA:Escalat-
ingitsattackonthe Congress
government over its fiscal
management, the Karnataka
unitofthe BharatiyaJanata
Party (BJP) on Wednesday

alleged thatthestateisbeing |

pushedintoan “Rs8.24lakh

croredebttrap”andclaimed |

thatthestate’s Finance Depar-

tmenthasissueda “redsignal” |

against makingunbudgeted
announcements. Inasharply
worded postonsocial media
platformX, thestate BJP targ-
eted Karnataka ChiefMinister
DK Shivakumar, accusinghim
ofmakingarbitraryfinancial
commitments for publicity
despiteaseverely depleted
treasury.

“TheKarnataka Congress
government, whichispushing
thestateintoadebttrapofa
whoppingRs8.24lakhcrore,
hasnowreceivedaredsignal
fromtheFinance Department
itself! Withnotasinglenew
paiseleftinthetreasury, the
Finance Department has
warned Real Estate CM DK
Shivakumar to stop making
arbitraryannouncementsand
grasp therealsituation,” the
Karnataka BJP stated.

The opposition party
claimed that the stateis gr-
appling with severe cash sh-
ortages, makingitunableto
clearvarious pending dues.
“Showman Shivakumar’s
grandiose declarationsare

nothmg morethan publicity
stuntsand showmanship th-
roughadvertisements. Due
tosevere cashshortages, it’s
impossibleto clear dues for
transportcorporations, ir-
rigation corporations, and
power companies. Amidall
this, the Chief Ministershave
announced Rs 10,000 crore for
theRuralRoads Connectivity
SchemeandRs1,000crorein
grants for ‘BharatJodo Yuva
Clubs’ Butisthereanybud-
getaryallocation for these?”
theparty questioned.
Highlighting the state’s
fiscal deficit, the BJPalleged,
“Thestateisfacingarevenue
deficitofRs22,957 crore.Ithas
withheldRs 36 thousand crore
in paymentsto contractors,
andworkswortharoundRs2
lakh crorearestuckinlimbo.
Byemptyingthetreasuryand
making empty announce-
ments, CM DK Shivakumar
ismisleading the people of

Karnataka throu ghhisempty
publicitytactics” The digital
offensive comesalongside
on&ground protests by BJP
leadersin Bengaluru,whoheld
demonstrationsearlierinthe
dayatthe Kengal Hanuma-
nthaiahstatuein Bengaluru,
accusing theadministration
offinancialbankruptcy, ec-
onomic mismanagement,
and diverting funds meant
for Dalitcommunities.
Leadingthedemonstrat-
ion,leaders of the opposition
inbothhouses of the state
legislature mounted asharp
attackonthestategovernment,
demandingimmediateacc-
ountabilityand resignations
overthealleged fiscal crisis.
Leader ofthe Opposition
intheKarnataka Legislative
AssemblyR Ashokaclaimed
thatdevelopmentalworkacross
thestatehascometoastand-
stillduetoasevere financial
crunchand mountingdebt.

Hefurtherdemandedthe
resignation of Karnataka CM
DK Shivakumar for failingto
handlethestate’sfinances ef-
fectively. “Thereisnomoney
for development. We have
alreadytaken theloan...Now
thefinancedepartmentopenly

;== saysthisiscomingunder DK

Shivakumar;heisthefinance

"o, minister. Howisitpossible?...

:

Youhavefailed tomanage the
finance department. That’s
whyyouhavetoresign. That
isthe BJP’sdemand,” Ashoka
toldreporters.

Simultaneously, Karn-
ataka Legislative Council
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
ChalavadiNarayanaswamy
accused the governmentof
exhaustingstate exchequers
and misusing welfare funds
earmarked for Scheduled
Castes (SC)and Scheduled
Tribes(ST).

Speakingto ANI, Naray-
anaswamysaid, “Thegovern-
menthasbecomebankrupt,
butstill theyare spending
theremainingamountlike
water fornoreason,anditis
awaste of money. Indepen-
denceDaywascelebrated by
thegovernment.

But Constitution Daywas
celebrated by social welfare;
why? Thatisthe moneykept
forthe Dalits, SCand STs, for
their betterment. But this
governmentisspendingthat
amountontheseissues”

Gandhi Jayantiand Ayudha Puja
Festivals: Two Special Trains
Announced from Chennai to Kollam

CHENNALI: Several ho-
lidays are approaching in
October. Gandhi Jayanthi
falls on October 2, followed
by Ayudha Puja on October
19 and Vijayadashamion
October 20.

Inlight of this, special tra-
ins have been announced for
the convenienceof passengers
travelingfrom Chennaito their

hometowns. Aweekly special
train (06117)will departfrom
ChennaiEgmoreat 11:40PM
onOctober1,8,15,22,and 29,
arrivingin Kollamat4:20 PM
thefollowingday.
Inthereturndirection, a
weekly specialtrain (06118)
willdepartfromKollamat 6:45
PMon October2,9,16,23,and
30, arrivingat Chennai Egm-

oreat12:30 PM the next day.
Thistrainwillreach Kollamvia
Perambur, Tiruvallur, Arak-
konam, Katpadi, Jolarpettai,
Salem, Erode, Tiruppur, and
Podanur.

The weekly special tra-
in (06121) willdepart from
Chennai Egmore at 11:40
PMon October3,10,17,24,
and 31, reaching Kollam at

4:20 PM the following day.
Inthe return direction, the
weekly special train (06122)
willdepart from Kollam at
6:45PMonOctober4,11,18,
25, and November 1, arriving
at Chennai Centralat 11:35
AMthenextday. Ticket reser-
vations forthesespecial trains
commencetoday (September
23)at8:00 AM.
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