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CMVijaytoVisit Madurai Meenakshi
AmmanTempletheDayAfter Tomorrow

MADURATI: Policeare
intensifyingsecurityarran-
gementsas Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijayplanstovisitthe
Meenakshi Amman Temple
duringhistripto Maduraithe
dayaftertomorrow (Monday).
The*MahaKumbabishekam*
(grand consecration ceremo-
ny) oftheworld&renowned
Madurai Meenakshi Amman
Templetookplaceonthe17th,
followingagap of 17 years;
hundreds of thousands of
devotees participated and
offered prayers.

Subsequently,*Mandala
Poojas*havebeenunderway

Metro RaiIService BetweenPoonama

Arrangements tocurrently being madebyboththetempleadmlnlstratlonandthepollcedepartment

from September 18to October
2.Meanwhile, thelaunchevent
forthe Maternal Uncle’s Gold
Ring Scheme'—intended for
babiesbornin government
hospitals—was originally
scheduledtobeheldin Us-
ilampattion September 28.
However, thevenue wassud-
denlychanged,and theevent
isnowsettotakeplaceonthe
same dateatthe Government
Rajaji Hospitalin Madurai.
Consequently,government
sourcesindicate that ChiefMi-

nister Vijayalso plans 5;—
tooffer prayersatthe .
Meenakshi Amman _
Temple during his
visittoMadurai.
Arrangementsto
welcome the Chief
Ministerarecurrently =~ =
beingmadebyboth

trationand thepolice &
department. AsChief
Minister Vijayisvisiti-
ngMaduraiforthefirst §

timesinceassuming =

eeand Vadapalani

Governor and CM to Participate

CHENNAI PrzmeMmz-
ster Narendra Modiwillina-
uguratethe Metrorailservice
between Poonamalleeand Va-
dapalani—part ofthe Phasell
Metroproject—on October 11.
Governor Arlekar and Chief
Minister Vijay will participate
intheevent.

Under Phasel, Chennai
Metro Rail Limited currently
operatesservices across two
corridors coveringa distan-
ceof 55 km: from Centralto

St. Thomas Mount and from

Wimco Nagar to the Airport.
The Metrorail hasreceived a
positiveresponse from pass-
engers. Consequently, under
Phasell, newraillines spanning
118.9kmare beingconstructed
atacostof363,246 crore. These
includethe Madhavaramto
SIPCOT route(Corridor3),
Lighthouse to Poonamallee
Bypass route (Corridor 4),
and Madhavaram to Shol-
inganallur route (Corridor

5). Construction work onthe
Poonamallee Vadapalani
stretchof Corridor4 (Lighth-

| ouseto Poonamallee Bypass)

wascompleted last February.
The Commissioner of Railw-
ay Safety inspected this 14.64
km stretchandissued a safety
certificatelast May, clearing
it for passenger operations.
However, the launch of
Metro services on this route
had been delayed, and the
publichad been eagerly aw-
aitingthestart of operations
between Poonamallee and
Vadapalani. It has been an-
nouncedthat Prime Minister
Narendra Modiwillinaugurate
the Metrorail service between
Poonamalleeand Vadapalani
on October11.
Afterinaugurating the
service, the Prime Minister

willtravel by Metro train up
to Porur.

Subsequently, he willin-
augurate the Vellore Airport
andvarious National High-
way projects at an event held
attheIIT Madras campus.
Hewillalso lay the founda-
tion stones for new projects.
Governor R.N. Ravi, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, and
other officials are expected
to participatein these events.

Plansareinplaceto op-
eratetrains at 10&minute
intervals during the init-
ial phase on the Poonam-
allee»Vadapalani route.
As construction work on the
Saligramam and Alapakkam
stations—located between
Vadapalani and Porur—has
notyet been completed, trains
willnot stop at these stations.

Madurai Corporation Bribery Case: Engineering
Wing Officials Likely to be Transferred

MADURALI: Following
theregistration ofacase by
the Directorate of Vigilan-
ceand Anti&Corruption
(DVAC) against Madurai
Corporation engineering
wing officials over the seiz-
ure ofbribe money, reports
suggestthatall officialsinvo-
lved may faceamasstransfer.
Theengineering wing has
alwaysbeenapowerfuland
politically connected arm
ofthe Corporationadmin-
istration.

Theroleofthese officials
iscrucial,encompassingev-
erything from announcing
onlineand offline tenders
—ranging fromafewlakhs
to thousands of crores of
rupees—and issuing work
orders, to constructing new
roadsandbuildings, planni-
nginfrastructureupgrades,
securinggovernmentappro-
vals,and overseeing project
implementation. Generally,
officialsand contractorsavoid
antagonizing oneanother;
however, the specific cont-

ractsawarded and the con-
tractorsengaged often shift
dependingonwhich officials
hold power within the wing.
Issuesregarding “kickbacks”
(or “greasing palms”) usually
cometolightwhen officials
coerce contractorsinto ma-
kingsuch payments or when
the “commissions” collected
arenotshared equitablyam-
ongtheofficialsthemselves.
Insuchinstances, disgrun-
tled officials mayreportthe
matter—backed by some
evidence—to higherauth-
orities. Ifthose superiors
choosetoturnablindeye,
theaggrieved officials,asa
lastresort, bring theissue to
theattention of theanti&co-
rruption police. Itisreported
thattheraid conductedbythe
Anti&Corruption police on
September 22—triggered
byatip&offregardingthe
exchange ofbribesbetween
contractorsand officialsin
the Corporation’s central of-
ficeengineering wing—was
orchestrated by adissident

faction of officials within
the department. Comme-
ntingontheincident,some
engineering wing officials
said, “On September22,all
officials of the central office
engineering wing were su-
bjected to the policeraid.
However, none of them—f-
romthe ChiefEngineerand
his Personal Assistantto the
otherengineers—were cau-
ghtred&handed accepting
bribemoney.

Nevertheless, the police
seized¥1.35lakhinunacco-
unted cash from the officials,
contractors, and contract
staff presentin the office.
The police subsequently
interrogated and recorded
statements from the indivi-
dualsfoundinpossession of
themoney. Based on this, even
though no cashwasrecove-
red directly from them, the
policehaveregistered cases
againstatotal of 14 indivi-
duals—including officials,
staff,and contractors—im-
plicatingthemin the matter.

ChiefEngineer Ramasamy
became embroiled in this
issuebecausehehadbeen
actingin collusion with a
controversial former official
ofthe Corporation. Under
thatofficial’s guidance, he
had metwith a prominent
ministerand several MLAs.

Given thatthe policeha-
veregistered cases, thereisa
stronglikelihood thatthekey
engineering wingofficialsat
the central office—including
the ChiefEngineerandhis
Personal Assistant—willbe
transferred”

Although these officials
werenot caughtred&handed
whileacceptingthebribe, po-
liceinvestigationsrevealed
thatthemoneywasintended
forthem; consequently,acase
hasbeenregistered. Amidst
thiscontroversyand thealle-
gations, itisreported thatthe
Municipal Administration
Departmentistakingsteps
to transfer the entire group
of officials from the Corpo-
ration’sengineeringwing.

) B

office, policeofficials
aredeliberatingon
security measur-
es within the city,
1 % specificallyalong
\ the route from the
9 airportto the Go-
vernment Rajaji
Hospital.
.| Furthermore,
4 sinceheisscheduled
tovisitthe Meenak-
shi Amman Temple,
plansarereportedly
underway tomob-

ilize police personnel from
bothlocaland outsideareas
toensurerobustsecurityar-
rangements.

Meanwhile, buildings
within the Rajaji Hospital
complexareundergoingcom-
pleterenovationand painting
towelcomethe ChiefMinister.
Additionally, pothole&ridden
roadsthatpreviouslyhindered
trafficarebeingrepaired,and
thelayingofnewtarroadsis
proceedingbriskly.
Heavysecurityarrangeme-

ntsarebeingputinplace,asala-
rgeturnoutofthe general public
and cadresofthe *Tamizhaga
VettriKazhagam*isexpected
forthe ChiefMinister’svisit.
Duringhisvisitto Madurai,
ChiefMinister Vijay willlau-
nchthe “Thaaimaman Thanga
Mothiram’ (Maternal Uncle’s
GoldRing) scheme at Rajaji
Hospitalat12:30 PM.

Subsequently,at 1:00 PM,
hewillinauguratetherenova-
ted GandhiMuseum. Reports
indicatethatheisalsosche-
duledto offer prayersat the
Meenakshi Amman Temple
at4:30PM.

Umon M|n|ster Jaishankar Retorts to

NEW YORK: Union
Minister Jaishankar has
retorted toa question rai-
sed by Pakistanregarding
support for terrorism.

The81stsessionofthe UN | %

General Assembly took |
placein New York, USA.
Duringapressconference,
aPakistanijournalistasked
Union External Affairs Min-

ister Jaishankar, “Whenwill >

your government stop suppo-
rtingterrorismin Pakistan?”
Inresponse, Jaishankar re-
torted, “A terrorist nation
isasking me this question.”
Subsequently, India’s Perm-
anentRepresentativetothe
UN, Harish Parvathaneni,
remarked,

“Youhave clearlyreceived
theanswer to your questi-

on” Following this, Union
Minister Jaishankarand his
delegationimmediatelyrose
andlefttheroom.

In the past, Pakistan
hasbeenbehindincidents
ofterroristattacks against
India,and Indiahasbeen
retaliating against them.
Asanexample ofthis,on Ap-
ril22,2025,abrutal terrorist
attackin Pahalgam, Jammu

s

and Kashmir, resultedin the
killingof26innocent tourists,
includinga Nepalination-
al. Investigations into this
incident—which shocked
theentire nation—revealed
linksto thebanned Pakist-
an&based terrorist organ-
ization Lashkar&e&Taiba.
Theattack was carried out
bythe ‘Resistance Front, a
terrorist group operatingin

conjunction with thatorga-
nization. Inretaliation, two

§ weekslater—on May 7—the
‘1 Indian Armylaunched an

7 offensivenamed ‘Operation
=" Sindhur; targetingterrorist
infrastructurein Pakistanand
Pakistan&occupied Kashmir.
Indianarmedforcestarge-
tedandrazed nineterrorist
infrastructuresites: Muzaf-
farabad, Kotli, Bahawalpur,
Rawalakot, Chakswari,
Bhimber, Neelam Valley,
Jhelum, and Chakwal. Of
these, fourlocations were
in Pakistanand five werein
Pakistan&occupied Kashmir.
Followingthisincident,a
tensesituationborderingon
wararosebetween Indiaand
Pakistan. Four dayslater,both
nationsagreedtoaceasefire.

Plane crashin Congo; 14 people,
including army officers, killed

KINSHASA:Fourteen
people,includingarmy of-
ficers,werekilledinaplane
crashin Congo. Theaircraft
haddeparted fromthecity
ofKikwitinsouthwestern
Congo, headingtowards
Kinshasa. Onboard were

twoseniorarmy officer-
s—Lieutenant General
Mutumbo Katala Tiyande
and Lieutenant General Pa-
humiLigulia—along with
12 others. Whileflyingover
theareaofKenge, the plane
suddenlycrashed. All 14

peopleonboard,including
thearmyofficers,lost their
livesin theincident. This
wasconfirmedinastatem-
entissued by Major General
EfomiEkenge, thespoke-
sperson for the Congolese
army. Itissuspected thatthe

crashmayhavebeen caused
byatechnical malfunction.
However, Tryphon Kin&-
Kiey, thehead ofthecivil
aviationauthority, stated
thatthe cause ofthe crashis
notyetknownandthatan
investigationisunderway.

Rs.800CroreFinancial FirmFraud

Commotionin MaduraiasVictims

GathertoFileComplaints

MADURAL Victimsofan
Rs.800crore financial firm fra-
udgathered at the Madurai Ec-
onomic Offences Wing (EOW)
policeofficetolodge complaints.
Uma Shankar Janarthan-
an, Arun Kumar, Saravana
Kumar, and their relatives
operated 34 subsidiary co-
mpanies—including Disc
Assets Lead India Limited,
Dal MarketingSolutions Li-
mited, and Aiyan Marketing
Private Limited—headquar-

tered in Maduraisince 2006.
Peoplefromvariouslocations—
including Madurai, Dindigul,
Theni, Karut, Erode, Coimbat-
ore, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
and Kanyakumariin Tamil
Nadu, aswellas Puducherry
and Kerala—had invested
theirsavingsintheseschemes.

Itisreportedthat appro-
ximatelyRs. 1,137 crorewas
collected fromthe public with
the promise of returningthe
investment amount alongwith

12.5%interest after five years.
While over Rs. 400 crore was
reportedly disbursedto5lakh
depositors, theremainingRs.
800croredueto8lakhother de-
positorswasallegedly not paid.
Actingon complaintsregard-
ingthis matter, the Economic
Offences Wing police regist-
eredacaseand initiated an
investigation.

Meanwhile, the Madras
High Courthad directed that
themoney bedisbursedto the

victims promptly;

however, it appea-
rs that the funds have
not yet been returned.
Against thisbackdrop, hun-
dreds of people who lost their
moneygathered in front of the
Madurai Economic Offences
Wingpolice office yesterday
morning.

They submitted petitions
demandingthespeedy reco-
very of their funds, causinga
stirinthe area for sometime.
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Today horoscope

~ Youwillchangeyourappfoachand com-
pletethework thatwasinterrupted. Youwill
workhard foryoursister’sspecial. Your talents
willberevealedin theoffice. Youwillhaveto
travel abroad for business purposes.

Youwillactaccordingto the taste of oth-
ers. Your relatives willlookat you with pride.
Youwill takeprideinlocal events. Inbusiness,
olddebtswillbe collected. Itisbettertohave
yourownjobandliveintheoffice.

Youwillsucceed in completing challenging tasks skill-
__ fully. Allobstacles willberemoved. Youwill make
:\'—\Qﬁ importantdecisions. Competitioninbusiness
willdecrease. Profits willincrease. Youwill give
importance to the opinion oftheshareholders.
Your career willbe successful.

Youwillreturnthe moneyyoureceivedin
exchange. There willbeacheerfulatmosphere
inthe family. Youwill get the supportofyour
superiorsattheoffice. Youwillattractold cus-
tomersbyadopting newstrategiesinbusiness. |

Obstaclesand distractionswillcome
and go. Therewillbe expenses due to family
‘members. Youwill make efforts to renovateand
‘expandyourancestralhouse. Youwillhaveto
struggleto collectold debtsinbusiness. Main-

tain peaceintheoffice.

Youwill complete the work that was dragging on. Your
cashflowwillincrease. Itisgood tobe considerate of your
siblings. Business partnerswillbesupportive.

X1 Therewillbe peacein theoffice. Youwill get
i supportfromyoursuperiors.

Meetingimportant personalities will
bringyousatisfaction. Egoissues willbe
resolved and the couple willbecome closer.
Youwillmake newinvestmentsinbusiness.
Donotignoretheadviceof your partner. A
satisfactoryatmosphere willbe createdin
theoffice.

Youwilllisten to your children’s thoughts
and fulfill them. Youwillachieve things by
speakingkindly. There willbe cooperation

fromsiblings. Debts willbe collected in
business. Itisgoodtohaveyourownjobinthe
office.

Obstacleswillberemovedandauspicious
eventswillbeorganized in the family. Money
willincrease. Youwill get the expected help from
friends. Youwillmeetsome peopleinbusiness.
Youwillhave thesupportofyoursuperiorat
theoffice. Your respectamongcolleagues will
increase.

o

Yourfacewillbeclear. There willbe good
news fromyourspouse. Youwill fixa vehicle that
hasbeen causingyoutrouble. Youwill collect
debtsinbusiness. Youwillmoveyourshoptoa
placewhere people gatheralot. Youwill gain the
trustofyoursuperiorsin the office.

y v 7' =

o4\ Themoneyyouexpected willarrive. You
willlisten to your wife’s wishesand fulfill them.
Youwillbehappywithyour children. Vehicle
maintenance costs will decrease. Youwill
quickly collect duesinbusiness. Youwillavoid
argumentsattheoffice.

Talktoyour spouseandresolve problems
in the family. Take care of your mother’shealth.
Therewillbesome confusionregardingyour
children’sstudies. Maintain peace at the office.
Business will pickup steamand youwill see
profits.
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Ganeshaidols parade enthusiasticallyin
Hyderabad Laddu Prasad auctioned forRs. 39 lakh

T
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HYDERABAD: Thous-

andsof Ganeshaidolswere
taken outin processionin
Hyderabad yesterdayand
immersed in water bodies
underheavysecurity. Among
them, the MahaLaddu Prasad
heldinthehand ofthe Balapur
Ganeshaidolwasauctioned
forRs.39lakhsthisyear.

The Ganesh Chaturth1
festival was celebrated acr-
ossthecountryonthe 14th.
Following this,onthe 12th
day, yesterday, all the Ganesh
idolsweretakenoutinapro-
cessionin Hyderabad under
strictsecurityandimmersed
inseveralbodiesof water. A
largenumber of devotees par-

ticipated in the procession of

= the 69&foot Maha Ganapati

inHyderabad.
ThisGaneshaidolwasim-
mersedinthe Hussain Sagar

including the Balapur Gan-

eshaidol, were takenoutin

processionandimmersedin
36waterbodies. From7am
tomidnight yesterday, the
Ganeshaidolsweretakenout
inprocessionandimmersed
inthewaterbodieswith the
help ofcranes. About 10,000
police personnel wereinvo-
lvedinsecuritywork. Every
year, devotees of Hyderabad’s
Balapur Ganeshaidolaresp-

eciallyworshipped. For the
past45years,ahuge pandal
hasbeenerectedin Balapur
ontheoccasion of Ganesha
Chaturthi. Atthattime,laddu
prasadisoffered to Ganesha.
Theladduisauctioned before
the Ganeshaidol procession
onthe9thor11thday.

Forthefirsttime, thisladdu
prasadwasauctioned forRs.
450. Thisyear,aspecialladdu
madewithalmonds, pistachios
and cashewswasauctioned
forRs.391akhsyesterday. This
ladduprasad wasauctioned
byapersonnamed Praneeth
Reddyfrom Sahib Nagar. Itis
worthnotingthatlastyear,
thisladduwasauctioned for
Rs.35lakhs.

Janaki'sson’s petition seeking ownership
of MGR property dismissed

Permission toapproachthe Civil Court

CHENNALI: Surend-
hiran,sonof V.N.Janaki’s
firsthusband, hasfileda
petitioninthe Madras High
Courtseekingadministrat-
iverightstothepropertyin
Tiruchirappallibelonging
tothelate former Chief Mi-
nister MGR.

Thehearingonthispet-
itionwasheldbefore Justice
A.D.MariaGlad. Atthat
time, ontheside of Suren-
dhiran, MGRhad writtena

willin 1987 regardingwho
shouldinherithisassets
andtowhom. Thereisno
mention ofthe propertyin
Tiruchirappalliin that will.
Thatpropertyhasnotbeen
giventoanyonetillnow.
Inthecaseregarding
the copyrightof MGR’s
autobiography, Why Was
[Born, the Supreme Court
ruled that Janaki was MG-
R’sheir. Therefore, itwas
arguedthatl, Janaki’sson,

shouldbegiventherightto
manage thatproperty. Inre-
sponse, theheirs of MGR’s
brother Sakkarapaniargu-
edthat “sincetheyalsohave
rightsin MGR’s property
in Tiruchi, theyshouldalso
beincludedinthiscaseand
investigated”
Afterhearingargum-
entsfrombothsides, the
benchsaid, “Thepetitioner
hasnotfiledanyevidenceto
provethatJanakiis MGR’s

heir. Janakipassed awayin
1996,and this case wasfiled
onlyin2019”

Meanwhile, the petiti-
onerhasnotprovidedany
informationregardingthe
ownership of the proper-
ty; hesaid, dismissingthe
petition. Atthesametime,
heallowed thepetitionerto
approachtherelevantlegal
departmentwith therele-
vantdocumentsandseek
redress.

Trump's banquet for Chinese President

WASHINGTON Chinese
President XiJinping, whois

X|J|np|ng Elon
_ N

)

US government.
US President Donald

in Washingtonon
Thursday night,
amid deepening
@ tensionsbetween
B the twosuperpo-
wers.

The special
award was atte-
ndedbyleaders
of America’sle-
ading technol-
ogy companies,
1nc1ud1ng Elon

~ Musk of Tesla,
Tim Cook of Apple, Jensen
Huang of Nvidia, and Sam

onastatevisittothe United Trumphostedalavishstate
States,hasbeen presented dinnerfor Chinese President
withaspecialawardbythe XiJinpingatthe White House

Altman ofOpenAl.
Thiswill ensurethattra-

Musk Tim Cook attend

deandartificialintelligence
technology will occupya
prominentplaceinthetalks
between theleaders of the
two countries.

Speakingattheaward
ceremony, Trump said, “We
understand that President
JinpingandIrepresenttwo
different systems of gover-
nance. However, thebond
between our peoples will
always continue.”

Chinese President Xi
Jinping said, “The United
Statesand Chinashouldlive
togetherpeacefullyandactas
responsible major powers.”
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TamilNaduranksfirstamong
states attractingthemost
Foreign DirectInvestment

Tamil Naduhassecured thetop spotamongstatesattract-
ing Foreign DirectInvestment (FDI) inthefirstquarter ofthe
currentfiscalyear, drawinginvestmentsworth 357,011 crore
TamilNaduleads the countryinattracting FDIfor the
firstquarter of the 2026&27 fiscal year.

Thestateattracted investmentstotaling 357,011 cro-
re;in contrast, FDIstood at325,870 crore during thefirst
quarter ofthe2025&26 fiscal year.

The current figure is more th an double that of
the previous fiscal year. Consequently, Tamil Nadul
hasemerged asaleadingstate for FDIinflows, capt-
uring 30 percent of the total FDI. Investments have
risenin the services sector, which encompasses fin-
ance, banking, insurance, commerce, and research.
Analystsattribute thissurge primarily toa massive investment
received by TamilNadu&based Shriram Finance from the|
leading Japanese firm MUFG. While Karnataka’s share of
India’stotal investmentwas 31 percentin the first quarter of
the2025&26 fiscal year,itdroppedto 11 percentin the first
quarter ofthe2026&27 fiscal year. Maharashtraalsosawa
decline, withitssharefallingfrom 29 percentto 21 percent.
Maharashtraand Karnatakahavefaced asignificantsetback,

whereas Gujarathaswitnessed aslightincrease. Si-
milarly, inthe current quarter (July-September), Tamil
Naduhasattracted two majorinvestments, including|
fromtheleading US&based pharmaceutical company
‘Q\falgreens’ and the coffee company ‘Starbucks. )

CHENNAI: Condemnlngtheappomtmentofnurses
onatemporary basis, nurses have announced a
continuous proteststartingonthe 28th.

“Wearegoingtowin”lsraeli
PrimeMinister's speechatthe
UNGeneral Assembly

NEW YORK: The81st
UN General Assembly
meetingisunderwayat
the UN headquarters
inNew York City, USA.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
addressed themeeting.

Atthattime, hejustified the waragainst Hamasin Gaza
and themilitary operations being carried outinIran, Syria,
Lebanonand Yemen.

NotingthatIsraelisengagedinaseven&pronged war,

Iran used Chinese spy satellites to attack US bases

inNew York City, USA,
haspublished aspecial
reportonthe warbetween
the United Statesand Iran.
Itstates: Last July, theIr-
anianmilitaryattackeda
USmilitarybaseinJordan
with missilesand drones.
Theattack caused
significantdamagetothe
USmilitarybase. Three
soldierswerekilled. US

Chinese spy satellites.
Thelranian militaryis
alsomonitoring the vessels
passing through the Strait
of Hormuz with the help of
Chinesesatellites. Throu-
ghthis, the countryisalso
carryingoutmissileand
droneattacksonenemyve-
sselswith great precision.
Without China’shelp, the
Iranian military would not

havebeenableto carryout
suchapreciseattackonUS
militarybases.
Chinawanted toblock
oilshipmentsthroughthe
Strait of Hormuz. This wo-
uldraise global crude oil
pricesand cause economic
distress. China provid-
edspecial equipmentto
enableIraniandronesto
carryout precision strikes.

RussiaalsohelpedIran.

Iranwasable tofight
the US militarywith direct
andindirectassistance
fromboth countries. But
the Trump administration
hasnotdirectly monitored
China,

CNNreported. Anar-
ticle published by the Ame-
rican Wall Street Journal
states: Missilesand drones

including Gaza, the occupied West Bank, Syria, Lebanon,
Iran, Yemen's Houthisand militantgroupsinIraq, hesaid,
“Weare goingto win. Wehave no other choice” Many UN
representatives walked out of the assembly in protest of
Netanyahu’sspeech. They chanted slogans condemning
Netanyahuandleft. Atthe sametime, supportersofIsrael
intheassemblystood upand clapped theirhands. This ca-
usedacommotionin theassemblyforawhile.

Burqabaninschools
Newlaw passed inItaly

arethebackbone ofIran’s
military. Thespare parts
forthesearesenttoIran
from China.

Between Februaryand
June, Chinasent 1,300
aircraftand helicoptersto
Irantotransportspare par-
ts. GPSequipment, aircraft
engines,and motorswere
alsoshipped from Chinato
Iran, thereportsaid.

military officials conf-

e irmed thattheIranian
‘ WASHINGTON: military was carryingout
CNN, ame d1a outletbased theattackwiththehelpof

A young male elephant has been broug-
htfrom the state of Assam to the world famous
Rameswaram Ramanathaswamy Temple.
Named ‘Shiva’, the youngelephantarrivedin Rame-
swaram afterajourney of approximately 10 days by
truckfromAssam.

Asian Games: CM congratulates
squash players Joshna Chinappa
and Velavan Senthilkumar

medalinthemixeddoubles
eventatthe Asian Games.
®Inasocial media post
| regardingthis, he stated,
“Myheartfelt congratula-
™ tionsand appreciation go
N tosquashplayersJoshna
Chinappaand Velavan
Senthilkumar for bringing
pridetobothIndiaand
" TamilNadubywinning
| thebronze medalin the
mixed doubles category

CHENNATI: ChiefMin- Chinappaand Velavan Sent-
ister M.K. Stalinhascongrat- hilkumar, both from Tamil at the Asian Games cur-
ulated squash playersJoshna Nadu,forwinningthebronze rentlyunderwayinJapan.

Inrecognition of this magnif-
icentachievement, the Tamil
Nadugovernmentwillaward
asubstantial cashincentive
of¥30lakhtoeachofthem.

Theirvictorywill provide
freshinspirationand hope
to the young generation
of athletes in Tamil Nadu.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will always stand in
supportofall suchtalented
athletes.Iwish themsuccessin
achieving many more mile-
stones”

ROME: A cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister
GiorgiaMeloniinItalyisbeingheld the daybefore yesterday.
Duringthismeeting, alawbanningthe wearing ofburqas
andniqabsinchurchesinItalywaspassed.

Regardingthis, Prime Minister Melonisaid, “Theban
onwearingtheburqaandniqabin mosquesisasecurity
measure. Whenawomanoragirlisforced tocoverherface,
herbasicrightsandintegrityare denied.” Similarly, alaw
was passed thatsetthenumber of students withinsufficient
proficiencyinItalianat 30 percentofaclass.

Thiswill provideadditional facilities forlearning Italian.
Ifachildfacesseriousdifficultiesinintegratinginto school,
thesocial welfareauthoritieswillbeinformed. Furtherm-
ore, the parentsofthat child willbe required to participate
infreeltalianlanguagetrainingclasses.
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Ontheoccasion ofthefull moon in T|ruvannamala| alarge numberofdevotees
undertook the *Girivalam™ (circumambulation of the holy hill) throughout the
night. The fullmoon period for the Tamil month of Purattasicommenced at
approximately 11:06 PM yesterday; consequently, the crowd beganto swellin
Tiruvannamalaifrom 7 PMonwards. Devotees arrivedinlarge numbers using
various modes of transport, including motorcycles, cars, vans, buses, and
trains, to performthe circumambulation.

Karnataka government decides toappeal against
CauveryManagementAuthorltyorder|nSupremeCourt

BENGALURU: The Kar- |

natakagovernmenthasdeci-
dedtoappealintheSupreme
Courtagainstthedecision of
the Cauvery Management
Authority,whichhasdecided
torelease 4,000 cubicfeetof
water to Tamil Nadu for the
next 15days. Duetothefailure
of monsooninKarnatakathis
year, therehasbeena conflict
between Karnatakaand Ta-

AL 45
milNaduoverthe sharingof
Cauveryriver water.

Inthissituation, the Ca-
uvery Water Management
Committee meeting held
thedaybeforeyesterdayrec-
ommended tothe Karnataka
governmenttorelease4,000
cubicfeetof Cauvery water
to Tamil Nadu for the next
15days.

Thisdecision wasstrongly

condemnedbytheKannada
leadersand farmers’associ-

\ § l ' ationsin Karnataka. Seemg
s (his, Kannadaactivistsand

farmers’ unionsjoined the
protestyesterdayin Mysore,
Mandya,and Bengaluru.
Inthissituation, Karn-
ataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar told reporters
inBengaluruyesterday, “We
areinasituation where we
areunabletoimplementthe
decision of the Cauvery Ma-
nagement Authority.
Thereisnotenough wat-
erinKarnatakasdams. Due
todrought, weareunableto
release water to Karnataka’s
farmers. Weare consulting
legalexpertsand willappeal
intheSupreme Courtagainst
thisdecision.”
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Ateam of 4 female police officers has beenappointed
toinvestigate the Gem Veeramani sexual assault case

DGP Mahesh Kumar Agarwal orders

CHENNAI:DGPMahesh
Kumar Agarwalhasordered
the formation ofa Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
investigate the Gem Veera-
manisexualassaultcase. The
teamincludes4femalepolice
officers.

Gem Granites founder
Veeramani(84) hasbeenar-
restedandlodgedin Puzhal
jailin connection with the
sexual assault of poor girls.
His assistant Shanthi, her
husband Mahendra Simkan
andanotherassistant Ganesan
werearrestedin succession
for their complicity.

Duringtheinvestigation,
itwasrevealed that Veerama-
nihadbeensexuallyabusing
poor girlsforover20years.In
this case, Veeramani’s assis-
tant Shanthi’s group secretly
recordedavideo ofthe girls
beingsexuallyabused by Ve-
eramani. Theyshoweditand
extorted croresofrupeesfrom
Veeramani. Thevideorelated
to Veeramanihas goneviral
notonlytoShanthibutalsoto
manyothers. After that, many
peoplehaveblackmailed Ve-
eramanibytellingaboutthe
videoincidentandreceived
money. Therewasalarge group
behind this. Itwasin thiscon-
textthat Congressexecutive
Ranjan Kumaralleged that
hehadfiledacomplaint with
the ChennaiPoliceregarding

Disappointed after booking a hotelthat doesn’t exist
inKashmir: Family staysin carinfreezing cold

B
NEW DELHI: Advoca-

teRajesh Sohan, whohails
from Gurdaspurin Punjab,
bookedroomsattwoho-
tels, Heritage Rose Innin
Srinagarand Apple Tree

Resortsin Gulmarg, throu-
ghthewebsite of MakeMy-
Trip India, forafamilytrip
toplacesincludingSrinagar
inDecemberlastyear.
When Rajesh’s family

wenttothehotelin Srin-
agaraspertheplan,they
found thattherewas

= no hotelbythatname.

| Followingthis,when

¥ theywentto Apple Tree
Resortsin Gulmarg, th-
eyfoundthattherewas

) nohotelbythatname
there. Rajesh was cheat-
edbypayingfor2hotels
thatwerenotthere. Asa
result,theyhadtostayinthe
carinthebitter cold. Rajesh
filedacaseinthisregardin
the District Consumer Di-
sputes Commissionin Gu-
rdaspur. The commission

Przvate coman 'ordered topayRs. 48 thousand

chairman LalitMohanDo-
graand member Bhagwan
Singh Madaru, whoheard

the case, ordered Make My
TripIndiatopayRs.48,775
toRajesh’s family.

The GrievanceRedres-
sal Commission’s decision
stated that Make My Trip
should payatotal of Rs.
48,775toRajesh Sohan’s
family,includingRs. 18,775
forbookingthehotelroom,
Rs.25,000in damages for
theemotional distressand
financialloss caused tothe
family,andRs. 5,000inlegal
expenses.

158 sub- registrars transferred
across Tamil Naduinasingle day

CHENNALI: Thetra-
nsferof 158independent
journalistsacross Tamil
Naduinasingledayhas
causedastir.

ChiefMinister Vijay
launched thefirstregi-
stration ofhousesand
plotsinnew projectsin
TamilNadu on August
15th, withouthavingto
visittheregistrar’soffice
directly,butonlinefrom
therelevantsalesoffice.

Subsequently, variousnew
procedureshavebeeninco-
rporatedinto this plan from
timetotime,and guidelinesfor
thishavebeenissued by IG of
theRegistration Department,
ArunSundar Dayalan. Inthat
typeofcase,inanon&direct
mail process,acertificate of
authenticity, whichisobtain-
edbypayingafee,issaidtobe
necessary. The Departmentof
Registration hasreceived nu-
merouscomplaintsregarding
the problemsin thisprocess.

wﬁﬁseoamaﬂa o=t
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Inthisregard, the Department
ofRegistration has conduct-
edvariousstudiesandissued
newguidelines. Accordingly,
innewprojects, thefirstsale
ofhousesand plots, mortga-
gedocuments, etc., willnot
requireregistration, but the
will certificate obtained on
thewebsitewill suffice. Doc-
umentverification Mortgage
documentswillalsobeeligible
forregistrationiftheyarefiled
through the ‘Citizen Portal’

Noneedtoseethereceipt
oftheloan completiondoc-

uments to
register the
receiptdoc-
uments.No
needtopay
theholiday
fee for the
d non&face-
P &Kto&face
registration.

| thatin the
absence of
directattendance, thedoc-
umentholder canregister
onlinefromanywhere, but
the Special Public Authority
Documentcannotbeused. It
hasbeenreported that76,000
newspapershavebeen publis-
hedinthelast40daysthrough
thishassle&free, non&atte-
ndance&based newspaper
publishing system, whichis
easy for the general public.
Meanwhile, registration
officialshaveannounced that
from October 15, itwillbe

mandatoryto register four
typesoffamilylaw docume-
ntsinapaperlessregistration
system,and documentswill
besentelectronically.
Inthiscontext, yesterday,
inasingle day, 158 officials
fromacross Tamil Naduwere
transferredand thehead of the
Registration Department,
Arun Sundar Dayalan, was
giventhetask, causingastirin
theRegistration Department.

Veeramani’ssexualassaultin
2024,butthepolicehad not
takenappropriateaction.
Action wasalso taken
against policeofficers Arun
and Kannan for their negli-
genceintheinvestigation of
the Veeramanisexualassault

case. Theyweretransferred '

tothewaitinglist. Meanwh-
ile, Shanthiand herhusband
MahendraSimkan, whowere
takenintopolice custody, were

intensively questionedyes-

terday. Theywerealso taken
totheirhousein Teynampet
and the police conducted
anothersearch. Atthattime,
thepolice seized somemore
pornographicvideosrelated
to Veeramani thatShanthihad
hiddeninthehouse. Some
documentswerealsoseized.
Thepolicesaid that this will
beadditional evidence forthe
investigation of this case. In
thissituation, DGP Mahesh
Kumar Agarwal hasissued
orderstoformaSpecial Invest-
igation Team (SIT) to conduct
athoroughinvestigationinto
the Veeramani caseand bring
the culpritstojustice.
Thegroupincludes Che-
nnai Central Crime Branch
Additional Commissioner of
Police P.C. Thenmozhi, Chen-
nai Metropolitan Police West
Zone Joint Commissioner
DishaMittal, SP and Tamil
Nadu Police Media Relatio-

ns Officer J. Mutharasi, and
Crimes Against Womenand
Children Prevention Division
Deputy Commissioner V.V.
Geethanjali. Thisspecialinv-
estigation team willsummon
alltheaccusedonebyoneand
callthemtoappearinperson
for questioning. They will
record theiranswersinthe
formof statementsand vide-
os. Theywill continueto visit
theplaceswherethegirlswere
sexuallyassaultedand collect
information fromtheaffected
girls. Theywillinterrogate the
mainaccused, Veeramani,
separately.

Theywill collect details
abouthersexualassaults, the
girlsinvolved, and the gang
thatfilmeditand extorted
money. Followingthis, Sha-
nthi, herhusband Mahendra
Simkanand Ganesanwillbe
questioned separately. After
theinvestigationis complet-

ed, the Special Investigation
Team willfilea chargesheet
inthecourt.

Followingthis, the Special
Investigation Team officials
immediately began their
investigation yesterday. In
particular, they summoned
CongressfunctionaryRanjan
Kumar tothe ChennaiPolice
Commissioner’sofficeand
conductedanintensiveinv-
estigation forabout5hours.

AstheSpecial Investigation
Teamhasbegunitsinvestiga-
tionintothe Veeramanicase,
itisexpected thatmore people
involved willbeimplicated.
IPSofficer Thenmozhi, who
ispartofthe Special Investi-
gation Team, isknownasan
excellentinvestigative officer.
HehailsfromDindigul district
andiscurrentlyservingasthe
Additional Commissioner of
Police, Central CrimeBranch.
Hehasextensiveexperience

workingininvestigativeag-
enciesincludingthe CBIand
CBCID.Joint Commissioner
Disha Mittalis from Punjab.
Shestarted her careerasan
IPSofficerinthe TamilNadu
divisionin2009.Shehasheld
variousimportant positions
including Deputy Comm-
issioner of Mylapore, Joint
Commissioner of Chennai
EastZone, DIG of Villupu-
ram, Joint Commissioner of
North Chennai Traffic Poli-
ce.Sheisknownasanofficer
who has performed wellin
lawand order work. Deputy
Commissioner Geetanjali
hasexperience ofeffectively
handlingimportantrespo-
nsibilitiesincluding Deputy
Commissioner of Central
CrimeBranch, Chennai. She
hasexperienceofworkingas
asuperintendentinseveral
districts. She haseffectively
solvedvariousimportantcases.

ProtestsacrossTamilNaduonOct.1
demanding theremoval of Gyanesh Kumar

Communistsannounce

CHENNAI: It has been
announcedthat aprotest dem-
onstration willbe held across
Tamil Nadu on October 1 by
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), Communist Party
ofIndia, and Communist Party
of India (MarxisteéLeninist)
Liberationdemandingthere-
movalof ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.

Inajoint statement
issued in thisregard, it
was said, “A major co-
nspiracy and abuse of
powerwithin the Election
Commission of India has
cometolight. The Chief
Election Commissioner
has blatantlyviolated the
principlesthat the three
Election Commissioners of the
Election Commission of India
should actunanimously and
take decisions collectively. On
issues where consensus cannot
bereached, the ChiefElection
Commissioner should act on
the basis of majority opinion.

ChiefElection Commissio-
ner Gyanesh Kumar has acted
inanauthoritarian manner,
ignoringtheviews, objections
and opposition ofthe othertwo
Election Commissioners, as
per hiswishes. He has acted

DEPARTURE CEREMONY
INDIAN COAST GUARD SH. SHAUNAK

Glimpse of departure ceremony of Indlan Coast
Guard Ship Shaunak, inChennai

accordingto the wishes of the
Union BJP government. The
truth has now come out that
hehasdisruptedthefree and
fairelection process.
Ithasbeen revealed that
the other two Election Co-
mmission Commissioners,
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and

f’ i
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Vivek Joshi, have writtento the
ChiefElection Commissioner
atleast 14timesinthelast 10
months to protest against his
actionsin order to maintain
fairelection procedures and
protect the voting rights of
voters. They have expressed
strongopposition to the dec-
isionsincludingtherevision
of the Special Electoral Roll,
making “illegal” and “una-
uthorized” changesin Form
6 forvoter registration, and
centralizing the electoralroll
software.

Thetwo Election Commi-
ssioners havealso appealedto
the Union Cabinet Secretary
regardingthe centralization
of controlsrelatedto the vot-
erroll. This hasrevealed that
although the ChiefElection
Commissioner’sabuseofpower
was brought to theattention of
the Union Government, ithas
beenignored. All objections
fromthetwo Election Com-
missioners have beenignored
and aspecial intensive voter
listrevision has been carried

out. Asaresult, thenamesof Commissioners Appointment

over 13 crorevotersinvarious
states and union territories
have been removed from the
draftelectoralrolls.
Theruling BJP, the union
party, has made free electio-
nsmeaningless by allowing
onlyitssupporterstoremain

voters through the Election
Commission and turningthe
Election Commission into its
puppet for this.
ChiefElection Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar has
been the centralinstrument in
the massiveremoval ofvoters
fromthevoterlist. This has
eroded the public’s trust in
the Election Commission, a
constitutionally democratic
institution. Heis completely un-
fittocontinueinthat position.
Torestoretrust and credibility
inthe Election Commission
of India, he must beremoved
fromofficeimmediately. The
Supreme Court should seriously
examine the decisions taken
by the Election Commission
of India and the manner in
which they were taken. This
crisis cannot be separated
fromthe changes made by
the BJP government in 2023
to the method of appointing
the ChiefElection Commis-
sioner and Election Comm-
issioners. The ChiefElection
Commissioner and Election

Act, 2023 removed the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court
fromtheselection committee
forElection Commissioners
andreplaced himwitha Union
Cabinet Minister appointed
by the Prime Minister.

That change has wea-
kened the independence of
the Election Commission,
ademocratic institution. It
hasledto the Election Com-
mission becoming a puppet of
therulingparty. Thischange
should berepealed andtheold
system should be followed. The
Constitutional responsibility
ofthe Election Commission is
veryclear. Itsprimary duty is
toprotectand ensuretheright
to vote andthe opportunity
tovotewithout fear for every
eligiblecitizen.

We urge the Election Co-
mmission notto abdicatethat
dutyunder any circumstanc-
es. Prime Minister Modiand
Home Minister Amit Shah
must be held accountable for
the attack and disruption of
Indianparliamentary dem-
ocracy by deprivingcrores of
votersoftheirright tovote. The

Communist Party of India
(Marxist), the Communist
Party ofIndia (Marxisteé~L-
eninist) and the Communist
Party ofIndia (Marxisteé~L-
eninist) have demanded the
immediate removal of Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar andlegal action
be taken against him. “To
emphasize this demand, a
protest demonstration will
beheld on behalf of the Left
Partyindistrict capitalsacr-
oss Tamil Nadu on Thursday
(01.10.2026). We request the
peopleofallpartstoparticipate
in this nationwide struggle to
protectdemocracy.”
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Th Union Minister of Stateorlormtn Broadcastig and IentaAffairs, Dr urugan attends
the Reception of Celebration of National Day of the High Commission of Malaysia, in New Delhi

Union Minister Jaishankar holds talks
with Foreign Ministers of Iran, Russia

NEW YORK: Union Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Ja-
ishankar held consultations
with the Foreign Ministers
ofIran and Russia.

The 81stsession of the
UN General Assembly is
underwayin New York,
USA. Union External Aff-
airs Minister S Jaishankar
iis participatingin this on
behalfofIndia.

Hemetand heldtalks
with the foreign ministers of
Iranand Russia.

Discussions were held
onvariousissues, includi-
ngbilateral affairs, cooper-
ation with BRICS member
countries, and the conflict
inthe Gulfregion.

Duringthistrip, he met
with Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov and also
met with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi.
The BRICS summit was
heldin Delhi earlier this
month, attended by several
leaders from the BRICS
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member countries, includi-
ngRussian President Putin
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and Iranian President Mas-
oud Bejashian.

Bank stafftied up; Rs. 33.60 crore
looted, Manhunt launched forthe gang

JAMSHEDPUR: A ga-
nghaslooted goldjewelry
and cash worth approxim-
atelyRs33.62 crorefroma
bank, causingwidespread
shock.

Abranchof CanaraBank
operatesin the Masjid Ro-
adareaofJamshedpur, Jha-
rkhand. Yesterdaymorn-
ing, shortlyafter thebank
opened,anarmed gangof
fivepeoplebargedin.

Theythreatened the
bankstaffand the security
guard, holdingthemho-
stage. The gangassaulted
thesecurityguard whenhe
attemptedtointervene.

A complaintfiled with the
police states thatthe staff
members handsandlegs
werebound with tape,and
their mouths were gagged.

Thegangthenth-
reatened thebank
manager at gunpoi-
nttoobtainthekeys |
tothestrongroom.
Subsequently,
theyopened theva-
ult containing gold
jewelrypledged by
customersandloo-
tedboththe )ewelry
and cash.
Itisreported that
thebank’s strongroom
held approximately 650
packetsof pledged gold
jewelry. About23.80kgof
goldjewelrywaslooted,
valued atapproximately Rs
33.20crore.
Additionally,arou-
ndRs42lakhincashwas
stolen. The gang executed
therobberywithinanhour

and ﬂedv1a differentroutes
onthemotorcyclesthey
hadarrived on.
Uponreceivinginformat-
ionabouttheincident, the
Golmuripoliceregistered
acaseandlaunchedaninv-

estigation.
Forensicexpertsinsp-
ectedthecrimesceneand
collected evidence, inclu-
dingfingerprints. Police

are also examining CCTV
footagerecordedattheba-
nk.Reportsindicatethata
specialinvestigation team,
led by the District Superin-
tendent of Police (SP), has
been formed to swiftlyap-
prehendtherobbers. The
policeareactivelyworking
toidentifythe culpritsand
tracetheroutestheytook
toescape.

‘King of Fish’Pulasa
Auctioned for¥26,000

CHENNALI: The ‘Pulasa’ Thesefishareprimarilyfound seafoodenthusiasts purchase
fish—oftenhailedasthe King inthe GodavariRiverinAnd- itatapricedeterminedbyits
of Fish—isalwaysin hzgh de-  hraPradeshandtheestuaries weight. Recently, a Pulasa

mand. Whilethese
fisharefoundinthe |
GodavariRiver, they %,
areparticularlypri- 4
zedintheregions of [l
AndhraPradeshand
Telangana. Now, a
surprisingincident
inPuducherryhas
astonishedeveryone.
The Pulasafish (Hi-
Isa)ischaracterized
by ashimmering,
silvererlike body,
asharp head, and
aflattened shape.
Itisrenownedforits ex-
ceptional taste when cooked
andis considered afish with
numerous medicinal proper-
ties. Pulasaisrichin protein,
Vitamin A, Vitamin D, and
minerals that support bone
strength, vision, andimmune
system health. Crucially, it
contains abundant Omegae>3
fattyacids, whicharebeneficial
forhearthealth. Additionally,
Pulasa helps control blood pr-
essure, reduce bad cholesterol,
andimprove brain function.

\f

wheretheriver meetsthe Bay
of Bengal. They are available
mainly duringthe monsoon
season (specifically the Tamil
monthsof Aadiand Aavani).
Theyswim upstreamfromthe
seatotherivertobreed, atwhich
point fishermen catch them.
Duetoitsrarityand exquisite
taste, itisapremium fishvariety
that commandsa high price.
Thereis oftenfiercecompeti-
tiontowinthe bidforthis highly

flavorfuland proteinerichfish.

Whenever this fish is caught,

fishwas caught in
the Yanam region
—specificallyinthe
GautamiGodavari
River—whereit be-
cameentangledina
fisherman’snet. The
fish, weighing 1,300
N grams, wasbrought
totheauction center
at the Yanam fish
market.
Attheauction,
the starting price
was set at 726,000.
MalladiSatyana-
rayana, a fisherman from
Kotipalli, Kakinada, won
the bid atT26,000. Shortly
thereafter, hesoldittoanother
buyer for327,000, makinga
profitofT1,000within minutes.
Thereis another significant
aspecttothis: onlyabout seven
Pulasa fish have been caught
inthe Gautami Godavari
Riverover the pasttendays.
Thosefishsoldfor prices ran-
gingfrom<14,000t0322,000.
However, this 1.3kgspecimen
fetched 327,000, markinga

riseinprice comparedtothe
recent catch. Sellers state that
327,0001is the highest pricere-
cordedforasingle Pulasafish
inthe Yanam area this year.
The supply of Pulasa fish is
reportedlyverylowduringthe
monsoon season; thefact that
onlysevenfishwerecaughtin
tendaysservesasanexample
of thisscarcity. Sellers attribute
the high prices to this limited
supply andthe resultinghigh
demand. Beyond its unique
taste, the Pulasa fishis also
believedto possess medicinal
properties. Whenever thisfish
iscaught, seafood enthusiasts
purchaseitbased onitsweight.
Peoplebelieveitisparticularly
beneficialfor brain develop-
ment and boostingimmunity.
Consequently, theprice of the
Pulasafishfarexceeds that of
ordinaryfish, often reaching
severalthousand rupees. This
year,aPulasafishwassoldfor
anunprecedented T27,000;
the factthat a fish weighing
just 1,300 grams was bought
atauction for 326,000 and
resoldfor327,000 within mi-
nutes highlights the immense
demandforit.
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A 500 Crore Deal... FiguresWho
Extorted Money from‘Gem'Veeramani!

MADURALI Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
Vijayissettolaunch
the ‘Maternal Uncle
GoldRingScheme'—a
key announcement
inthe TVK election
manifesto—at the
Government Rajaji
Hospitalin Madurai
theday aftertomorrow.
Followingthis, he will
inauguratetherenova-
ted Gandhi Museum building.
Withonly onedayremaining
beforethe event, Tamil Nadu
Minister for Electricity and
Law, CTR Nirmal Kumar,
inspected the arrangements
atthe Gandhi Museum alon-
gsideofficials.

CTRNirmalkumar: Co-
ntinuinghis interaction with
thepress, hesaid, “The Chief
Ministerisinaugurating the
‘Thai¢maman Thanga Mo-
thiram’ (Maternal Uncle’s
Gold Ring) scheme and the
Gandhi Museum. Launching
asignificant scheme for the
poorinMaduraion the28th
isakeyevent. Only thesetwo
programshave been confirm-
ed; heisnot stayingovernight
in Madurai. When the DMK
overreacts, it impliesthere is
somethingwrong. Many such
cases have been hushed up els-
ewhere; the Veeramanicaseis
aparticularly egregiousone.”
Raghupathy: “We have seen
howthe DMK handled this.

Raghupathy claimsthereis
insufficient evidence because
onlyashadowisvisiblein the
video, statingthat proceedings
wouldbeginonlyifthere were
concrete proof. Thisisnota
mattertobebrushed asideli-
ghtly; they aretryingto shield

Veeramani. A complaint was
filedin2024, whichreachedthe
then Police Commissioners
and, presumably, the Chief
Minister aswell.”
M.K.Stalin: “What orders
did the then Chief Minister
issue? Allegations arosethat
severalpeopleextortedmoney
from Veeramanithrough ba-
rgaining. What wasthe Chief
Minister doing while all this
was happening? They closed
the case citing ‘insufficient
evidence’—does that imply
the ‘bargaining’had conclu-
ded satisfactorily? Thisissue
hadbeenunfoldingbehindthe
scenes for a year and a half”
Financial Bargaining: “Mar-
xistShanmugam spoke tome
yesterday. Thad commented
based onanincorrect date
mentionedinapressreport;
he has said hewill clarify the
mattertoday. He had been
misinformed. Severe action
willbetaken against those who
committedsuchaheinouscr-
imeandthose who abettedit.”
PTR Palanivel Thiagarajan:
“Duringthepreviousregime,
PTRwouldrelease a budget
after the budget session con-
cluded; it was based on this
that hewas appointed Finance
Minister. Heis someone who
wastremovedfromthepost du-

ringthe DMK’sown tenure for
beinganinefficient minister.
Spittingout the bear..” PTR is
someone whowasdisqualified
[inthepast], unlike those who
comefrom fourgenerationsof
politicallineage. We have ent-
ered politicswith thesupport
ofourleader. Theentire town
knowsabout PTRefficiency.
Noneofusare power centers’;
wesimply dowhatis necessary
forthepeople.

DMK vs. AIADMK: We
causednotroubletothetrustee;
heisspeakingout ofego. Issues
withintheirowntrustarearis-
ingduetoego clashes. Whydid
theyleavethe AIADMK? The
reasonwasthe attempt toform
acoalitiongovernment betw-
eenthe DMK and AIADMK.
Howmany former AIADMK
ministers are campaigningno-
w? Thecurrent partyis neither
Edappadi’s AIADMK northe
‘Puratchi Thalaivars (MGR’)
AIADMK. Whyarefigureslike
S.P. Velumani, Thangamani,
and C.P.S. not with them?
Udhayanidhi: There are no
loyalists of Amma’left in that
party. The DMK willundergo
asimilartransformation; the
partythatexisted under Anna
and Kalaignarisgone. Today,
peopleareunabletoplacetheir
trustineither Stalin or Udha-

yanidhi. Can Stalin seek
votesinthenextelection
byrelyingon Udhayani-
dhi? Their actions have
diminished the DMK’s
reputation. Those who
genuinely wishtoserve
the people will event-
ually leave for the sake
of their political future.
Parandur Airport: Mo-

neywas distributed for
“votesin everyarea, yet
our candidates secured the
highest number of votes. The
opposition won only about 30
to40constituencies. Regarding
issues affecting Tamil Nadu, it
wasthe *Tamizhaga VettriKa-
zhagam*that approachedthe
Supreme Court—specifically
onthe WaqfBoardissue. Fin-
ally, regardingthe Parandur
airport—cancelingan airport
projectinitiated by the Union
government for the entire
countryisanunprecedented
move. Vijayistheonlyleader
who has declared the BJP to
behisideological adversary.
Edappadi Palaniswami: Why
arekey former AIADMK lea-
dersnolonger with Edappadi?
EdappadiPalaniswami has
mortgaged the AIADMK’s
legacytothe DMK. Forthose
whoresigned andleft because
they could not tolerate this...
“Thereisnothingwrongwith
allocatingthe ticket. In another
two years, the DMK willface the
samefateasthe AIADMK. No
onewhoenvisionsapolitical
futureandintendsto engage
with the publicwill chooseto
alignthemselves with Udha-
yanidhi, Stalin, or Edappadi.
Notasinglenew person will
jointhatparty fromnowon,”
hesaid.

Asian Games:Indian Women's Kabaddi

Team Wins Gold by DefeatingIran
India Moves Up to 12th Place in the Medal Tall

.-ﬂl Ia o

JAPAN:TheIndian
women’skabadditeam
won the gold medal by
defeatingIranatthe Asian |§
Games. With thisvict-
ory,India’s gold medal
counthasrisentothree.
TheIranian and Indi- /
anteamsclashedinthe
kabaddifinalheld atthe 5
Citizen Gymnasiumin
Tokai, Japan.

Inathrillingmatch,
the Indian team defeated
Iranwithascore of37&34.
ThisvictorybringsIndia’s
total gold medal countinthe
current Asian Gamesto three.
Previously, thewomen’scric-
ketteamand the mixed team

pair of SuruchiSingh Phogat
andKamaljeet (inthe 10mair
pistol event) had won gold
medals.
Women'skabaddihasbeen
partofthe Asian Gamessince
2010.Inthe2018 games, India
finished secondbehindIran;

however, theIndianwomen’s
teamhaswonthegoldmedalin
every Asian Gamessincethen.
Thismarksthe 12thgold medal
Indiahaswoninthekabaddi
categoryatthe Asian Games.
Ofthese, themen’steamhas
won eightgold medalssince

TheIndianmen’steam
o issetto faceIraninthe
menskabaddifinaltoday.

inthemedaltallywitha
totalof 165 medals, com-
prising102gold, 38silver,

Japan has secured
second place with 117
medals, comprising 29
gold, 43 silver,and 45 br-
onze.South Koreahastaken
third place with 66 medals,
consistingof 13 gold, 18 sil-
ver,and 35bronze. Indiahas
finishedin 12th placewitha
totalof27 medals—3 gold, 11
silver,and 13 bronze.

TVKhasspentI19.8 crorefor the
2026 Assemblyelections

CHENNALI: Tamizhaga
VettriKazhagam (TVK)
hasspent319.8croreforthe
2026 Assemblyelections. It
hasbeenrevealed thatthis
expenditureismerelyon-
e&tenthofthe3197.84crore
spentbythe DMK.
Assemblyelectionsfor
fivestates—Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Assam, West
Bengal,and Kerala—were
announcedonMarch16.All
political partiesarerequired
tosubmit theirexpenditure
accountstotheElection Co-
mmission ofIndia, covering
theperiodfromtheannou-
ncement date until the conc-
lusion ofvoting. Thedetails,

verifiedand publishedon
theElection Commissions
website, areasfollows:

The DMKand ATADMK
filedreportswiththeEle-
ction Commissionstating
expendituresof 3198 crore
andX112crore,respectiv-
ely. Followingtheelection
announcement, the Naam
Tamilar Katchi (NTK) rec-
eived32.20croreinrevenue
fromvarioussources. A to-
talof31.37 crorewasspent,
comprising393.29lakh for
election campaigning,32.30
lakhforstarspeakers,and
costsrelatedtotraveland
advertising.
TVKhasnowreportedan

expenditureof19.8 crore
fortheelections. Thisam-
ountisjustone&tenth of
the3197.84 crorespentby
the DMK.* Vijay’sairtravel
expenses:33.54crore

* Advertisingexp enses:
%6.34crore * Campaignma-
terials:340.54lakh* Public
meetingandroadshowex-
penses:32.06 crore* Other
campaignexpenses:327.04
crore* Totalreceiptsfromall
sourcesduringtheelecti-
onperiod:X7.02crore* An
expenditureofI40lakhwas
incurredforeachofthetwo
constituencies—Peramb-
urand Trichy East—where
Vijay contested.

Itwasrevealed thatnofunds
werespentononlinecamp-
aignsconductedviasocial
mediaplatforms. However,
asignificantportionofthe
party’sgeneral campai-
gnexpenditure—326.35
crore—wasspentonmedia
advertisements,including
newspapers, digitalmedia,
andradio. Atthetimethe
electionwasannounced,
theparty’sopeningbalance
stoodat33.03 crore; receipts
duringtheelection period
amountedto37.02 crore. It
isnoteworthythat Tamizha-
ga VettriKazhagam contest-
edin233 constituenciesand
won 108 seats.
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