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CMVijaytocampaigninthe
Dharapuram constituencytoday

TIRUPUR: ChiefMinister
Vijayis campaigning today

(Wednesday) in supportof

the TVK candidate contesting
the Dharapuram constituency

by-election. Hewilladdress |

amassive public meeting
beingheldin Dharapuram.

Sathyabama, the AIADMK |

candidatewhohad won the
Dharapuram (Reserved)
Assembly constituency,
resigned from her postand
joinedthe TVK.
Consequently, a
by-election for the con-

stituency is scheduled

for the 6th of this month.
Atotalof22 candidatesarein
thefrayfor this constituency,
including Sathyabama (TVK),
Suganya (DMK), Banumathi
(ATADMK), Karthika (Naam
Tamilar Katchi),and Laksh-
manan (Communist Party
ofIndia).

Afive-cornered contestis
unfoldinginthe constituency.
With onlysix daysremaining

- b
fortheelection, campaign-

ingby candidates from ma-
jorparties hasintensified.
Againstthisbackdrop, the
party’sleaderand Tamil Nadu
ChiefMinister Vijayissetto
addressacampaignrallyin
Dharapuramtoday (Wednes-
day)toseeksupportfor TVK
candidate Sathyabama.

Forthisevent,amassivevenue

spanning 54 acreshasbeen
preparedat Kondarasampa-
layam MarutiNagar,located
ontheroadfromDharapuram
to Udumalai; the preparatory
workisnowcomplete.
ChiefMinister Vijaywill
participateinthismeetingto
garner support. Abus, from

= | Morethantenmassive LED

whichthe Chlef Mlmsterwﬂl
deliver hisspeech, isbeing
positionedatthe designated
stagearea. Seatingarrange-
mentsatthe publicmeeting
venuehavebeen organized
with ministersandkeyfunc-
tionariesseated at the front,
followed by seating for the
generalpublicand partycadres.

Ministersand MLAsDid Not Go
to See Off Chief Minister Vijay

MADURAI: Thefactthat
ministers—whohad goneto
theairportinthemorningto
welcome ChiefMinister Vijay
uponhisarrivalin Madurai—
didnotgotoseehimoftinthe
eveninghascausedastiramong
TVKfunctionariesand cadres.
ChiefMinister Vijayarrived
in Madurai the day before
yesterdaytolaunchthe “Tha-
imaaman Thanga Mothiram’
(Maternal Uncle’s Gold Ring)
scheme.

Later, heinaugurated

therenovated Gandhi Mu- /!

seum and visited the Mee-
nakshi Amman Templein
theeveningto offer prayers.

However,whenheleftforthe g

airporttoreturntoChennai,

noneoftheministers—Aru- =

nraj, Nirmalkumar, Viswan-
athan,and Ramesh—orthe
TVKMLAsfromthe Madurai
districtaccompanied him.
Only the District Collector,
Corporation Commissioner,
South Zone IG, City Police
Commissioner, and Distr-
ict SPwenttotheairportto
see Chief Minister Vijay off.
Speculation and questions
spread rapidlyamongparty
functionariesand officials
regardingwhythe ministers

and MLAs,whohadwelcomed
himinthemorning,didnotgo
toseehimoffintheevening.

Functionaries wereleft
puzzled, wonderingifthe
ChiefMinisterwasdispleased
andhad asked the ministers
and MLAsnottocome,orif
therewassomeotherreason.
Wheninquiries were made

T

ol

with party membersand of-
ficials, theexplanation given
wasasfollows:

If ministersand MLAs
were tojoin the convoy to
see ChiefMinister Vijay off,
itwouldresultinanunnece-
ssary procession of vehicles
and cause trafficdisruptio-
nsforan extended period.
Citingthe potential incon-
venience to the publicand
motorists, hereportedlyasked

themnottoaccompanyhim.
The Chief Minister’s tour of
Maduraibroughthim great
satisfactionand enthusiasm.
Hewasparticularlyimpressed
bythearrangementsforthe
launch ofthe ‘Maternal Un-
clesGoldRing schemeatthe
GovernmentRajaji Hospital.
Hecommended the Health Mi-
k (TR
s

ik

nisterand thedoctorsfortheir

effortsinorganizingtheevent.
Officialsourcesreported that
the Chief Minister was dee-
plymovedbytheemotional
expressions of gratitude from
themotherswhoreceived the
goldrings.
Hewasalsodelighted by
thecrowdsofpeopleand party
cadreswho gatheredalong
theroute to welcome him.
Carrying this enthusiasm

throughout the visit, he fr-
equently stepped out ofhis
vehicle to take selfies and
interactwith the public, re-
maininghigh&spirited until
the conclusion of the Madurai
events. Acrossthecity, TVK
MLAsand functionarieshad
spentlakhsofrupeeserecting
flexbannersand postersatkey

.. intersectionsandroadsto
= welcomehim.

-8 il
I @] anu

e ted thatthe Chief Minister

However, ministerssta-

M had explicitly ordered that

TR flexbannersorpostersbe
- 3 dlsplayed to welcome him.

i Displeased by this, TVK

MLAsand functionaries
broughtthe mattertotheat-
tention of the party’s General
Secretaryand Minister, Anand.
Whenthey questioned whe-
thertheywerebeingtold the
truthorifpoliticswasat play,
theywereinformed thatthe
directiveagainstflexbann-
ershadindeed come from
the Chief Minister himself;
consequently,the MLAsand
their supportersacceptedthe
situationand remainedsilent.

Biometric verification mandatory from
tomorrow to avail subsidized gas cylinders

CHENNALI: Biometric
verification hasbeen made
mandatorytoobtain gascyli-
ndersatasubsidizedrate,and
the deadlineforthisprocess
expirestoday (Wednesday).
Failureto complete this pro-
cessmayresultindifficulties

whenbookingcylinders,and
subsidized cylinderswillnot
beavailable otherwise.
OilcompaniesinIndiaha-
vemadee&KYCyverification
compulsorytopreventfraudin
cookinggasconnectionsand
toensurethatsubsidiesreach

theintended beneficiaries. Oil
companieshaveannounced
thatthose who have notyet
completed this process sh-
ould do sobythisevening.
Officials from the oil com-
paniesstated thefollowing:
“90 percentofcustomers

havealready completed the
e&KYCprocess; only the
remaining 10 percentareyet
todoso.Sincethisisanesse-
ntialrequirement, thereisa
possibilitythatan extension
willbegrantedtoregisterthe
remainingcustomers.”

screenshavebeeninstalled
within thevenuetofacilitate
alivebroadcastoftheevent.

' Specialentrypassesfeaturing

QRcodesarebeingissued to
10,000attendees.
Toparticipateinthe meet-
ing, Chief Minister Vijayis
scheduledto departfrom
Chennaionaspecial flight
today,arrivingat Coimbatore

Airportat1:00PM. Fromthere,
hewilltravelbycartothe meet-
ingvenue,arrivingat3:00 PM.
Asthe ChiefMinisteristrav-
elingbyroad, speed break-
ers previously installed at
50 locations—including
school, college, and village
busstops—along the Dhara-
puram-Palladam four-lane
highwayarebeingremoved.
Additionally, ironbarricades

By-electlon battle heats up

havebeenerectedalongthe
roadsideatkeylocations.
Traffichasbeen diverted,
andabanonheavyvehicles
entering Dharapuram town
hasbeenimposed.
Afteraddressingthegath-
ering, Chief Minister Vijay
willtravel by carbackto Co-
imbatore and subsequently
returnto Chennaibyflight.
Heavypolicesecurityhasbeen

deployedacrossDharapuram
townand the Maruti Nagar
area, where the meetingis
taking place, inanticipation
ofthe Chief Minister’s visit.
Coimbatore Police DIG
Swaminathaninspected the
securityarrangementsyes-
terday. Under thesupervision
of Coimbatore West ZoneIG
RamyaBharathi, over 3,000
policepersonnel from the Tir-
uppur, Coimbatore, Nilgiris,
andErodedistrictshavebeen
deployed for security duty.

~ "PeopleofTihetseekfreedom”, says Udrepresentative

Mastafterdele

HIMCHALPRADESH:
Membersofthe US Congress
met Tibetanspiritualleaderthe
DalaiLamain Dharamshala
on Wednesday, with House
Foreign Affairs Committee

Chairman Brian Mastsayi- | |

ngthe “peopleof Tibetseek”
freedomandreaffirming the
delegation’s support forthe
Tibetan people.

Speaking to the media
after meeting the DalaiLa-
ma, Mastsaid that Chinaand
the freedom ofthe Tibetan
people wereamong the top
issuesdiscussed duringthe
meeting. “Certainly China
wasamongtopissues, thefr-
eedomofthepeopleof Tibet,
hisrepresentation offreedom
acrossthe globejustaswe
believe thatthe United States
of Americaisrepresentation
offreedomacrosstheglobe.
Wediscussed agreat many
things,” Mastsaid. Mast said
the threat of transnational
repression from Chinawas
far&reaching, alleging that
Beijing could extend such
activitiesto other countries.

“Thethreatfrom Chinain
termsoftransnational repre-
ssionisfar&reaching. China
willreachanywheretheycan.
They’ve proven that,” hesaid.
Healsosaid the USand China
had fundamental differences
over freedomand democracy,

addingthatthese werealso
connectedtowhattheTibetan
peopleseek. “Webelievein fr-
eedomanddemocracyforall
ofourpeople, thatpeopleare
bornwith certaininalienable
rights, thatthe governmentis
notmeantto provide them
butprotectthem. Theseare
fundamental differencesbe-
tweenwhat Chinarepresents
and what Americarepresents
and whatthepeopleof Tibet
seek,” Mastsaid. Mastalsosaid
the Dalai Lamabelievesitis
importantfor US President
Donald Trumpand Chinese
PresidentXiJinpingtomeet.
“HisHolinessbelieved thatit
wasimportantthat President
Trump meet with XiJinping.
Theyaretwoleaders of the
world’sbiggestand strongest
countriesacrosstheglobe.So
yes,itsveryimportant,and it
shouldhappen,” Mast said.

Headdedthatsuchamee-
tingwouldnotaffectconcerns
over thetreatmentof Tibetans.
“Itdoesn’ttakeawayinany
wayfrombelievingthat China
shouldnotberepressingits
people,shouldnotberepr-
essingthe Tibetan peopleor
the Uyghurpeople, butrather
workingtoembracefreedom
andsupportfreedomacross
theglobe,” hesaid.

Speakingto ANI, US Co-
ngresswoman Haley Stevens
said the delegation wantedto
highlighttheplight ofthe Tib-
etanpeopleand supporttheir
freedom. “Ijoined Chairman
Brian Mastinthishistoricand
importantvisitforthe plightof
the Tibetan peopleasitexists
hereinDharamsalaandaswe
wanttosee Tibetremainfree,
Stevenssaid. “Wewillnotfo-
rgetthestoryofthe Tibetans.
Wewillnotforgetthe power of

atlonmeetsDalalLama

HisHolinessthe Dalai Lama,
whatitmeansto havepeace
anddemocracy; sheadded.

Speaking to ANI, US

| Congressman James Gall-
- aghersaid the Dalai Lama

had continued torepresent

4 freedom forthe Tibetan peo-

ple. “We’re meeting with His
Holiness,whosbeenkeeping
thesacred fireoflibertybur-
ninghereandfortheTibetan
people. Soweareunitedin
thateffort,” Gallagher said.
Askedforamessageto China,
Gallaghersaid, “Stop oppre-
ssingyour peopleand allow
everyonetolivefree. Allow
for self&determination, for
freedom ofreligion, for fre-
edomofculture”
USCongressman Jimmy
Patronis, speakingto ANI,
alsopraisedthe Dalai Lama,
sayinghiswordsandstren-
gthremained important for
the delegation. “His words
of wisdom, butalso his str-
ength, evenat91yearsold,
wereimportantto continue
toreinforce whatwe'retry-
ingtoaccomplish between
our nation and continuing
dialogues with China,” Pa-
tronissaid. The high&level
UScongressional delegation
arrivedin Dharamshalaon
Tuesdayandisscheduled to
departon Wednesday after
concludingitsvisit.

Indiawins 3gold medalsina
single day atthe Asian Games

TOKYO: India’s Sahil Jad-
havand Sikhita Thani&Parthi
(mixed doubles)and theIndian
women’steam havewon gold
medalsinthe Asian Games
archeryevents. Additionally,
the Indian pair of Neeruand
Kynan Chenaisecured the
goldmedalin the trap mixed
teamshootingevent.

Indiahaswon three go-
ld medals in a single day.
The Asian Gamesare currently
underwayin Aichi&Nagoya,
Japan. Today (Sept. 30), the
Indianwomensteamwonthe
goldmedalinthe compound
archeryevent. Inthefinal, the

Indian team—comprising
Sikhita Thani&Parthi, Pr-
ithikaPradeep,and Jyothi
Surekha—defeated China
withascoreof238-234. The
Indianduoof SahilJadhav
and Sikhita Thani&Parthi
alsowon goldinthe mixed
teamarcheryevent.

Withthe women’steam |
havingalready secured &
gold, Indiahas claimed =
twoarcherygoldmedalsin -
oneday;theydefeated South
Korea158-157.

Boxer PriyaGangaswon

ha
Neeruand Kynan Chenai

won goldin the trap mixed
teamshootingevent.
Neeru had previo-

abronze medalinthe60kg ysly won gold in the in-

category, while the pairof {jvidual

trap event.

Medal Tally!Indiahas moved
upto8th placeinthe medal
standings. Indian athletes
havewonatotal of 57 medals
sofar.*Gold &9*Silver &21

*Bronze &27
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CM Vijay Commends Head Constable Who Risked Life to

- Youmayfacesomerunningaroundand
stressregarding the construction ofanew
house. Itisadvisabletobeaccommodating
within the family. Avoid making enemiesat
theworkplace. Donotmakenew decisionsin

business; instead, accept theadvice of your

Tasks thatwere previouslystalled will
now conclude successfully. You will find good
solutionsto old problemsbyadoptingadif-

partners

ferentapproach. Competitioninbusinesswill
decrease. Attheworkplace,learn tomind your
ownbusinessand focusonyour tasks.

Yoursocial standing will rise,and others will
—\|seekyourassistance. Your elderbrotherwill come
tounderstand youbetter. Youwillembark on ef-
fortstorenovateand expand yourancestralhome.
Outstandingduesinbusinesswillberecovered,

andyouwillexperience peace of mind at work.

Mental confusion will clear,and you will
findhappinessthroughfreshideas. Youwillac-
cumulatesufficientsavingsand may purchasea

newvehicle. Therewillbeharmonyin the family, *+(
andafavorableresolutionregardingancestral
propertydisputes willbereached. Youwillsee
progressinbothbusinessand your career.

Youwillacquirevaluableartobjects. Misun-
-derstandings with your spouse willberesolved,
andyouwillbuythemnew clothesandjewelry.
Vehicle-related repairissues willbesorted out.
Maintainacalm demeanoratthe workplace. You
willachieve profitsthrough dynamicactionin

business.

Unexpected good fortuneawaits you. An

auspiciouseventwillbeorganized athome.
Youwillrenovate and expand your ancestral
home. Relatives will speak highly of you. Out-

¢

standingdueswillberecoveredinbusiness. It
isbesttoavoid argumentsatthe workplace.

Exerciserestraintinyoursocialinteractions. Your
temper may flare up. Theverdictinadispute regarding

fep!

ancestral property will goin your favor. You will
locateadocumentyouhadbeensearching

forattheoffice. Youwill successfully
recover outstanding paymentsinbusinessafter
some effortand seereasonable profits.

Tasks that were stalled midway willbe com-
pleted. Expected funds will reach you. Relatives g
willbe cooperative. Youwillbuildarapport
withasuperioratwork, leading them to share
important matters with you. Youwillrelocate

your business premises toadifferentarea.

Anticipated tasks willbe completed without
obstacles. Youwill take pridein your children’s

%

achievements. Conflicts with neighborswillbe
resolved. Youwillexpand yourhome. Business
willflourish. Avoidinterferingin others’ affairsat

theworkplace.

Youwillreceive expectedassistance. Itisbest
tobeaccommodating within the family. Siblings
willbe supportive. Business will pickup momen-
tum. Outstanding dues willbe collected. Avoid

o

A

making enemiesattheworkplace.

Youwillunderstand and fulfill the wishes

of your family members. Buyingorsellinga
ouseorland will prove profitable. Youwill find
peacethroughyour father’sside of the family.
Studentswill focusbetter on their studies. You
willundertakebusiness-related travel. Your
statureatthe workplacewillrise.

Youwillexchange old gold and valuables for
new ones. Youwill gainbenefits through your
wifesrelatives. Moneyyouhad given up onwill
berecoveredinbusiness. Stagnantstock willbe
sold off. Avoid complaining to superiorsabout

anyoneattheworkplace.
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Stop Gutkha Smuggling While Clmgmg toMoving Car

CHENNAL: Chief
Minister Vijay perso-
nallyinvitedandhon-
ored Head Constable
Velmurugan, who
risked his life by clin-
gingtoacartoprevent
Gutkha smugglingin
Coimbatore, presenti-
nghimwitha reward
Onthemorning of
the27th, police were /'1
conducting vehicle
checks near Kovilpalayam,
closeto Coimbatore. A lux-
urycarbearinga Karnataka
registration number arrived
atthescene.

Apoliceteamled by He-
ad Constable Velmurugan
inspectedthe vehicle. There
were three occupants insi-
de, and several sacks were
found intherear of the car.
Whilethe police wereinspecting
thevehicle, the car suddenly
spedaway inthe blink of an
eye. Reacting quickly, Head
Constable Velmuruganleapt
ontothecar. Asthevehicledid
notstop, helayflat on theroof
and held on tightly to a grip.
Thecarspedfuriouslyalongthe
Coimbatoree»Salem National
Highway. Motorists on the hi-
ghwaywereshocked towitness
thescene. Fellow officersat the
checkpointalertedthepolice

in Coimbatore and Tiruppur
districts. Astraffic was light
duringthe morninghours, the
carwasabletospeedalong; it
alsodrovepastthe Vilankurichi
and Kaniyurtollplazaswithout
stopping. Consequently, the
Coimbatore police informed
the Avinashipolice.
Asaprecautionary me-
asure, the police created an
artificial trafficjam on the
National Highway near Av-
inashiin Tiruppur district
by haltingothervehicles. The
ganginthecarbecametrapp-
edintheresultingcongestion.
They then stopped the car,
stepped out, and attempted
toflee on foot. Police officers
waitingatthelocationsurrou-
ndedand apprehendedthem.
They also rescued Head Con-
stable Velmurugan, who had
bravely attemptedtoapprehend
theoffenders while ontheroof

| Nadugovernment yesterday

"":5@\

m—r
Y
ofthecar.

Uponquestioningthethree
individuals, thepolice disco-
vered that they hailed from
Rajasthan and had smuggled
tobacco productsfrom Beng-
aluru, Karnataka, intending
tosellthem in Coimbatore.
Subsequently, thepolicearrested
Suresh (20), Rajesh (23), and
Babadaram (27) and seized 233
kilogramsoftobacco products
foundin their car.

Theincident, inwhich Head
Constable Velmurugan (38)
risked hislifewhileintercepting
thebannedtobacco products
overadistance ofapproxim-
ately40kilometers, createda
stiracross Tamil Nadu. Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin persona-
lly metand commended Head
Constable Velmurugan for
his braveryin preventingthe
*Gutkha*smuggling. A press
release issued by the Tamil

= stated: Onthe27th, nearthe
Kaniyurtollplazain Coim-

batoredistrict, Head Const-
able M. Velmurugan leaped
ontotheroofofacarthatwas
transportingbanned contra-

/’ = bandinasplitérsecondmove.
—— Disregardingthe fact that

 thepoliceman was clinging
totheroof, the smugglers dr-
ovethevehicleat highspeed.
Head Constable Velmurugan
traveled forabout 40 kilome-
ters—from Vilankurichito
Avinashi—lyingflat on the
car’sroofandrisking his life.
Eventually, additionalpolice
personnelrushedtothescene
and interceptedthevehicle.
Head Constable Velmu-
rugan’s courageous act was
highly appreciated by both
thepoliceforce andthe public.
Chief Minister Vijay person-
ally invited Head Constable
Velmurugan—who hadris-
ked hislifeto help apprehend
smugglers—tothe Secretariat
yesterday to commend him.
After honoringhimwithagift,
the Chief Minister advised him
toremain cautious and ensu-
resafety while on duty. DGP
Mahesh Kumar Aggarwalwas
present duringthe event; this
wasstatedinanofficial gove-
rnment pressrelease.

DMKboycotts INDIA alliance meeting

convened by Congressin Delhitoday

Reportsindicatethatleaderslike Akhilesh
and Kejriwalwillalso notattend

Chennai: A meeting of
the INDIA alliance parties
istakingplacein Delhitoday,
led by Congress President
Mallikarjun Khargeandthe
Leader ofthe Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi.

Private Sector Participation in Municipal

Underground Sewerage Projects
Tenderlssuedto Study Feasibility

in Madural and Nagercoll

MADURALI: Thereare25
municipal corporationsin Tamil
Nadu—including Chennaiand
Madurai—functioningunder
the Municipal Administrati-
on Department. Meanwhile,
privatesector participation
inthe operations of these cor-
porationshasbeen increasing.
Inthis context, the Municipal
Administration Department
has decided, for thefirst time,
toimplement underground
sewerageprojects withprivate
sector participation.

Asafirststep, the Tamil
Nadu Urban Infrastructure
Financial Services Limited
hasissued atendertostudythe
feasibilityand submitareport
regardingthe implementation

A 3%
ofthzs pro]ectm theMadumz
and Nagercoil municipal co-
rporations.

Projectreports have alr-
eady been prepared usingthe
Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) model to
executeunderground drain-
ageworksin these municipal
corporations.

Accordingly, theplanforthe
MaduraiCorporationincludes
rehabilitating existingsewage
infrastructure, establishing
sewage collection systems in
newlyadded areas, and constr-
uctingsewagetreatment plants.
Theestimated cost for this pro-
jectis32,377 crore. Similarly,
inthe Nagercoil Corporation,
works costingT189croreare

settobeundertakeninareas

" lackingunderground drai-

nagefacilities; theseinclude

~laying111kmofsewerlines

% and 19.93 km of pumping
- mains, aswellas constructing
- sy necessarypumpingstations.

Followingthis, theselected
consultancy firm must submit
itsreportwithin five months.
The feasibility study report
andtheproject design must be
prepared duringthefirsttwo
months. Tender procedures
toselect a private firm must
becarried out over the next
threemonths.

Companies particip-
ating in the tender are re-
quired to pay an earnest
money deposit ofT50,000.
Ithas been announced that
applications must be sub-
mitted by October 15. Once
the schemeisimplemented,
the privatefirm is expected
toplayaroleintaskssuchas
maintenance and tax
collection.

Discussionsatthe meeting
will focus on planning the
nextphaseofprotestsagainst
the Election Commission
regardingthe ‘SIR’issueand
movingano&confidencemo-
tionagainstthe ChiefElection
Commissionerin Parliament.
Representativesfrom parties
includingthe CPI(M), CPI,

RJD,JMM,NCP (Sharad Pa-
war faction),and ShivSena

areparticipating.

However,the DMK has
boycotted the meeting. Si-
milarly, Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadavwillnot

farmers’ conferenceinLu-
cknowand work related to
the Rajya Sabhaelections.
Thereisalsolittlelikelihood
ofkeyleadersfromthe Trina-
mool Congress, Aam Aadmi
Party,and BJD attendingthe
meetinginperson.

Their decision to se-
nd only party representa-
tivesinstead has come as
a shock to the Congress.
Speakingon this matter, DMK
spokesperson T.K.S. Elang-
ovansaid:

“In Tamil Nadu, the

Congress party has ch-
osen TVK for the sake
of two ministerial posts.
Consequently, we couldnot
continue ouralliance with

. them.

They themselves have
stated that theyintend to
move forward with TVK.
Given this situation, how
canwe supportthem? How
canweattend the meeting
theyhave convened?” Ma-
ny parties within the IND-
IA alliance have no desire
toalign with the Congress.
However, theyall sharea
common viewon theneed
toopposethe BJP. Allthepa-
rtiesareaware of theissues
surroundingthe SIR matter;
therefore, attendingthe mee-
tingismerelyaformality. He
stated this.

(Uddhav Thackeray faction)

New Delhi: Pre3|dent Donald Trump has announcedthatIndia’s Essar Groupis
settingupamassive steelplantinthe US state of lowa.

FormerIAS Officer Divya
Mittal Enters Politics

LUCKNOW: Uttar
PradeshIASofficer Divya
Mittal has resigned from
herposttoenter politi-
cs. With the Assembly
electionsapproaching
in Uttar Pradesh, she st-
ated, “Iwishtobecome
thevoice ofthe common
people.

I want to seek an

account of our country’s
80yearsofindependence.
Intoday’s politics, thereis
power and clamour, buta
lackof constructive thinking.
We must transform politics.
Iwillengagein politics—not
byjoiningany political party,
butbyjoininghandswithall
ofyou.Iwill contest theelec-
tionfromrighthere.”

e

september 30 Kathua 2026

CISFJawan Opens
FireIndiscriminately
atOffice;4Dead

ACentra1 Industrial Security Fo-
rce (CISF) jawan opened fire at his
colleagues following an altercation
in the Kathua district of Jammu and Ka-
shmir. Four people, including an offi-
cer, lTost their Tives in theincident.
Our country has various security wings,
among which the Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) is a key component.
Itsprimarymissionis toprovide secu-
rity for the nation’smost critical and
protected infrastructure, such as space
centers, nuclear power plants, major
ports, airports, and the DeThi Metro.
Additionally, the force handles security
duties for prominent national Teaders
and VIPs. A tragicincident has nowoc-
curredwithin this force. An argument
broke out yesterday among CISF personnel
deployed for security duty at the Sewa
Hydroelectric Project inMashkavill-
age, Basohli area. What began as aminor
dispute escalated intoa shooting. The
incident reportedly took place around
6:40 PMyesterday. The four individuals
injured in the shootingwere rushed to
the NHPCHospital inHimachal Pradesh;
however, all four succumbed to their
injuries despitemedical efforts. The
deceased have been identified as Ass-
istant Commandant Ankit Kumar Pandey,
Sub&Inspector Laxman Singh, Head Con-
stable RafiqAhmed, and Head Constable
Sandeep Kumar. The person who opened
fire has been identified as CISF Head
Constable Awadhesh Kumar Singh. Itis
reported that after analtercation, he
entered the office and firedindiscri-
minately using his issued AK&47 rifle.
The CISF stated that hewas carrying 150
rounds of ammunition at the time of the
incident. Officials have also seized
the weapon allegedly used in the shoot-
ing. Upon receiving information about
the incident, the police rushed to the
scene and brought the area under their
control. Awadhesh Kumar Singh, the sus-
pect in the shooting, has been arrested
and handed over to the police. Officials
are investigating the cause behind the
altercation between the personnel that

Qsca1 ated into the shooting. Y,

“Andhra Government

MovingatJet Speed”
CM Chandrababu Naidu

Expresses Pride

NELLORE: Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu inaug-
urated anewrural developmentinitiative titled ‘Gramathu
Pandigai3.0’ (Village Festival 3.0) yesterdayat Ramapuram
inNelloredistrict. Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan
and BJP Sta- -
te President
Madhavalso
participated
intheevent.

Speakingat
theevent, Cha-
ndrababu Nai-
dusaid: “With %
thesupportof
the Central Go- |
vernment, our
alliance gove-
rnmentiscar-
ryingoutdevelopment worksin AndhraPradeshat ‘jet
speed. The Central and State governments haveallocated
%11,085 croreto execute development projects under this
‘GramathuPandigai 3.0’ initiative.

Deputy ChiefMinister Pawan Kalyan, whoalsoholds
the Rural Development portfolio, is making significant
effortstowardsrural progress.

Through thisinitiative, all villages in our state will
beprovided with essential amenities, includingroads,
transport, electricity, internet connectivity, drinking
water, schools,and canals” Furthermore, measures will
be taken toimprove thelivelihoods of the villagers. He
spokein thismanner.
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Ncotiwort?,OO crore smuggled
in Arabian Sea; 5 Pakistanis arrested

AHMEDABAD: Five
Pakistaninationals have been
arrestedin connectionwith the
smugglingof narcotics worth
3,000croreinthe Arabian Sea.
Effortstodetect and curb dr-
ug smugglingalong India’s
coast have been intensified,
ashaveoperationstoiden-
tify smuggling syndicates.
Aspartoftheseefforts, the In-
dian Coast Guard conducted
ajointoperation with the Gu-
jarat Antie»Terrorism Squad

(ATS). Duringtheoperation,
theyintercepted andsearched
asuspicious boat movingnear
Lakshadweep. Highe~grade
narcotics, including 526 kg
of methamphetamine and
heroin, werefound concealed
onboard.

The authorities seized
the contraband, which s es-
timated to be worth 33,000
crore, thereby thwarting a
major smuggling attempt.
Fiveindividualslinked to the

smugglingincident werearr-
ested; allofthem are Pakistani
nationals.

Theboat, itscrew, and the
seized narcotics were brought to
Mumbaiunderheavysecurity.
Intensiveinterrogationwill be
conducted, and appropriate
legal action willfollow. The
Gujarat ATS has announ-
ced thata press conference
regarding the incident will
beheldtodaytosharefurther
details.

Congress Urges Assam Government to Recall

EIephants Sentlto Tamil Nadu Temp

GUWAHATT: Fiveeleph-
antswererecentlytransported
from Assam to templesin
Tamil Nadu. Amongthem,
‘Durga wassenttotheMadurai
Meenakshi Amman Temple;
‘Heeralal’and ‘Shiva’ to the
Tiruvannamalai Annama-

laiyar Temple; ‘Roopsingh’
tothe Vaitheeswaran Tem-
ple;and ‘Bujli’ to the Kanchi
Kamakshi Amman Temple.
Inthiscontext,

Assam Congressleader
Gaurav Gogoi stated: “Wil-
dlifeactivistshavefiledacase

€s

regardingthetransfer of these
fiveelephantsfrom Assamto
Tamil Nadu.

The government must
clarify whether these five
elephants were donated or
purchased. Ifafinancial tr-
ansaction took place, the
governmentneedstodisclose
theamountinvolved”

“Variousallegationshad
previouslyarisenregarding
theelephant Joymala, which
wassentto TamilNadu. Des-
pitethis, fivemore elephants
havebeentransferred there.
Thesefiveelephantsmustbe
broughtback; hesaid.

Karachi Football Players Robbed at
Gunpomtm Pakistan’s Balochistan Province

QUETTA An umden-
tified gangrobbed Karachi
football playersatgunpoint
onahighwayin Balochistan.
Players from the Karachi West
Districtfootball team were
travelingbybusto Quetta—
the capital of Pakistan’s Bal-
ochistan province—the day

before yesterdayto particip ate
in the ChiefMinister’s Gold
Cup football tournament.
Anarmedgangintercepted
andstopped thebusonaBa-
lochistan highway.
Threatening the players
with guns, the ganglooted
their belongings, including

cash, mobile phones,and
valuableitems.
Theyalsoassaulted some

! individuals who attempted

to question or resist them.
Uponreaching Quetta, the
 football team management
lodged apolice complaint

;f regardingtheincident. The
@ Wy policeare currentlyinvest-

igatingthe matter.
Itisnoteworthythatth-
erehasbeenanincreasein
incidents where members
of militant groupsinterce-
ptandrob travelersonthe
highway connecting the
Mastungdistrictto Quetta
inBalochistan.
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GrandTriple CelebrationatVIT Chennai:Nurturing Tamilis
the Respon5|b|I|tyoftheEntlre Soaety -J.C.D. Prabhakar

MELAKOTTAIYUR:A
grandtriple celebration org-
anizedbythe Dr. U.V. Swami-
nathalyer Librarytookplace
yesterdayat VIT Chennai.
G.Viswanathan, Founderand
Chancellor of VIT and Presid-
entofthe Dr. U.V.Swaminatha
IyerLibrary, presided overthe
event. Legislative Assembly
Speaker].C.D. Prabhakar pa-
rticipatedasthespecial guest.
VicePresidentG.V. Selvam
alsoparticipated and deliv-
eredanaddress.

Inrecognition of their
contributions to the Tamil
language, the ‘Mahavidwan
SriMeenakshisundaram Pi-
llai Award’ was presented to
Tamilscholar V.Padumanar,
andthe ‘Dr. U.V.Sa. Award’
was presented to Professor
A.R.Venkatachalapathy.
Legislative Assembly Speaker
J.C.D.Prabhakarhonoredthe
recipientsbypresentingtheaw-
ards. Healsoreleased thebook
titled*Nannool Moolamum
Mayilainatharuraiyum* (The
Original Textof Nannooland
the Commentaryby Mayila-
inathar). VIT Vice President
G.V.Selvamreceived thefirst
copy. Speakingattheevent,

J.C.D. Prabhakar said, [

“Re&publishingrare Tami
worksinrefined edition

notonly preservesthe Ta- ¢
milintellectual tradition ¢

butalso makesthem easily

accessibleto future gener-
ations. Nurturing Tamil is *

nottheresponsibilityofthe
Tamil departmentalone.
Tamil will fully reach the

nextgenerationonlywhen

governmentbodies, edu-
cational institutions, uni-
versities, research centers,
libraries, publishing houses,
Tamil scholars, teachers,
andstudentsworktogether.
Preserving Tamilliteratureand
grammar shouldnotbethetask
ofscholarsalone;itistheresp-
onsibility of societyasawhole.
Making Tamilbooks easily
accessibletothe currentgene-
ration, publishingrare works,
preserving themindigital for-
mats,and encouraging Tamil
researchamongstudentsare
theneedsofthehour”

VIT Chancellor G. Viswa-
nathanwasalsopresentatthe
event. Speakingon theoccas-
ion, hesaid, “Political parties
shouldnotalwaysmaintaina
confrontationalattitude. Wh-

encooperationisrequiredon
majorissues concerningthe
public,all parties must come
togetherand workinunison.
Weshould emulate the unity
demonstrated by political
partiesin Nordic countr-
ies—suchas Norway, Sw-
eden, Denmark, Iceland,
and Finland—and strive for
thenation’s development.
Regardlessof differences, the
ruling partyand opposition
partiesmustwork together
when cooperationisneeded.
Suchapolitical climateneeds
tobefosteredin TamilNadu
onceagain.
TamilNadushouldserve
asarolemodelfortherestof

Ind1a ? Speakmg attheeve-
nt, VIT Vice President G. V.
Selvamsaid, “Tamil comm-
unitiesresidingin Singapore,
Malaysia, Mauritius, the
United States, and various
Africannations continueto

maintainastrongconnecti-
onwith the Tamillanguage.
Theytake prideinspeaking
Tamil. Althougheveryonein
TamilNaduknowsthelangu-
age,somehesitate to speakit.
The Tamillanguageis our
identity; we should speakit
with pride.

Amongthe current ge-
neration, the habit of read-
ingisdeclining, and atten-
tion spansare shortening.

i pie ., )'J
Therefore, Tamil scholars,
historians, and professors
should make extensive use
ofsocialmediato conveythe
Tamillanguageanditshistory
totheyounger generation.”
Awardrecipients Pulavar V.
Padumanar and Professor
A.R. Venkatachalapathy
delivered acceptance spe-
eches. Alsopresentwere Y.
Manikandan, former Head
ofthe Department of Tamil
atthe University of Madras;
S. Avudaiyappan, founder of
‘PorunaiPakkangal’;and Dr.
U.Ve.Sa.Library Vice&Pre-
sident Sivalayam J. Mohan
participated and delivered
aspeech.

Traditional, emerging security threats discussed at
11th BIMSTEC counter terrorism meet in Delhi

NEWDELHI: The11th
meetingofthe BIMSTECJoint
Working Group on Counter
Terrorismand Transnational
Crimewasheldin NewDel-
hifrom Mondayto Tuesday
(September 28&29), with
member states discussing
traditionaland emerging
securitythreatsand making
recommendations to enh-
anceregional cooperation
in counteringterrorismand
transnational crimes, the Mi-
nistryof External Affairssaid.

Themeeting, hosted by
the Government ofIndia, was
attended by delegationsfrom
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Thailand. DrSuhel Ajaz
Khan, Additional Secretary
(Counter Terrorism), Ministry
of External Affairs, chaired
themeeting.

Accordingtothe MEA, the
meetingdiscussed “traditional

andemergingnon&traditi- _
onalsecurity threatsinthe §

BIMSTECregion” Partic-
ipantsalso deliberated and
made recommendations

onawiderangeofissuesto &

enhance cooperationand
collaborationin countering
terrorismand transnational
crimesintheregion.
Themeeting further di-
scussed reports of various
sub&groupsunder the BIM-
STEC]Joint Working Group
onhuman trafficking; prev-
ention ofillicittraffickingin
narcoticdrugs, psychotropic
substances and precursor
chemicals;anti&moneyla-
underingand combatingthe
financing of terrorism;legal
andlaw enforcementissues;
and cooperationon countering

radicalisationand terrorism.

Thediscussionscomeas
Indiacontinuestounderline
itszero&toleranceapproach
towardsterrorism. Addres-
singthe 178thepisodeofhis
monthlyradio programme
‘MannKiBaat’ on September
27,Prime Minister Narendra
Modisaid, “Today, India pur-
suesazero&tolerance policy
againstterrorism, andweare
witnessingtheresultsof that”
PM Modialsorecalled the
10thanniversary ofthe Sur-
gical Strike carried outbythe

mﬂmmchmMMMm
toumntmvwnamn ansnational Crime .

Indian Army onSeptember
28&29,2016.

“The ‘Surgical Strike’bo-
ldly demonstrated to the
entireworldanewexample
ofIndia’s counter&terrorism
policy. The ‘Surgical Strike’
wasour decisiveresponseto
thelong&standingpainIndia
hadendured duetoterrorist
attacks.

Overthepastdecade &
fromthe Balakotairstrike to
‘Operation Sindoor’ &India
hasrepeatedlysentaclear
message: ifterroristsdareto

castanevileyeonIndia, they
willbe met with a befitting
response, hesaid.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
currentlyholdstherotating
chairmanship of BIMSTEC
andintendstohostaBIMS-
TECSummitin2027.
Bangladesh’s State Mi-
nister for Foreign Affairs
Humaiun Kobirsaid earlier
inSeptember, “Bangladesh
currentlyholdsthe chairm-
anship,andweintend tohost
aBIMSTEC Summitatsome
pointin20277

Visit of Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal to
Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple

Madurai: The consecra-
tion (*Kumbabhishekam*)
of the Madurai Meenakshi
Amman Templetook place on
September 17. Ahead of this,

Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi
Swamigal, the Pontiff of the
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham,
visited the temple yesterday.
Hewasaccordedacerem-

SP’s Ram Gopal Yadav, Dhanraj Nathwanifile
nominations for Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi
Party candidates Professor
Ram Gopal Yadavand Dh-
anraj Parimal Nathwanion
Wednesday filed theirnom-
ination papersfor the Rajya
Sabhafrom Uttar Pradesh.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
accompanied thetwo candi-
dates duringthe nomination
filingasthe party formally
entered the contest for the
upcoming Rajya Sabhaele-
ctions. Thepartyhad earlier
announced Ram Gopal Yadav
and Dhanraj Parimal Nathw-
aniasitstwonomineesfrom
Uttar Pradesh..

Ahead ofthenomination
filing, Uttar Pradesh Minister
and Suheldev Bharatiya Sa-
majPartychiefOm Prakash
Rajbhartookadigatthe SP’s
candidateselectionand ques-

tioned whether thenominees
represented the party’sPDA
(Pichhada, Dalit, Alpashan-
khyak) formulation.

Inaposton X, Rajbhar
said, “Akhileshji, ’'veheard
youregoingtofieldthreeca-
ndidatesforthe Rajya Sabha.
Tellme, willall threebefrom
your ‘PDA’ or not?” Rajbhar
also cautioned the SPagainst
attemptingtosecureathird
seat, sayingitshould notrisk
losingitssecond seatinthe
process.

TheElection Commis-
sionhad earlierannounced
thatpollingfor 11 Rajya Sa-
bhaseats,including 10from
Uttar Pradeshand one from
Uttarakhand, willbeheldon
October 16. Thetermsofthe
sittingmembers from thetwo
statesarescheduled toexpire

onNovember25.
Thenomination L
processforthebiennial -
electionsisunderway, ..
with candidatesreq-
uired to completethe
filing process within
thescheduleannou-
nced by the Election § _

Commission. The SP’s ’ "‘ -

nomination exercise
comesamidtheparty’s '
continuingcriticism
oftheElection Com-
missionoverelectoral
processes.

Earlier, Akhilesh
Yadavhadalleged thatvotesof
SPsupportersweredeliberately
deleted duringthe2022 Uttar
Pradesh Assemblyelections.
Heclaimed thatvoterswho
hadexercisedtheir franchise
in2019weredenied theoppo-

rtunitytovote in2022 without

noticeoradherencetorules.
“When theresults came out
in2022,Iremember stating
atournational convention
thatthe Election Commission
and officialshad colluded to
deliberately delete the votes

ofthe SamajwadiParty;’

Yadavhadsaid. The BJP
hadwon255ofthe 403 Ass-
emblyseatsinthe2022 Uttar
Pradeshelectionsand for-
medthe governmentunder
ChiefMinister Yogi Adity-
anath.

onial welcome by the
temple administration.

Seated in the *Artha
Mandapam?*, he pe-
rformed *Puja*and
special prayersto the
Goddess for the welf-
areof the people and §
the prosperity of the
nation. The Goddess
wasadornedwithan [§
ornament featuring |
two gold medallions
andprecious *Pancha
Ratnas*(fivegems), in-
scribedwiththe name
‘Meenakshi’in Devanagarisc-
ript. Thisdesignsymbolized the
*MeenakshiPancharatnam*—a
hymn comprisingfiveversesin
praise ofthe Goddess, compo-
sed by AdiShankaracharya.
Subsequently, the Swamigal
spenthalfanhour performing
rituals near the *Irattai Vina-
yagar*(Twin Ganesha) shrine
located outside the sanctum
sanctorum. Duringthistime,
devotees chanted the *Lalita
Sahasranama*. Following
the *Deeparadhana* (ritual
offering of lamps), temple
priestsand administrators
extended traditional honors to
him. Hethen blessed the temple

elephants—Parvathiandthe
calfDurga—Dby offeringthem
fruits. Heisscheduledto visit
thetemple again thismorning
toworship Lord Chokkanathar.
Speakingataneventheldatthe
Saksham Dheemahi’Special
Schoolin Thoppur, Madurai
district—aninstitutionfocused
onscienceand humanitarian
education—Sri Vijayendra
Saraswathi Swamigal said:
“Greater attention needs to
bepaidtothe development of
differentlyé~abled students.
Serviceorganizationslikethis
areessentialtoempower differe-
ntlyéabledindividuals by prov-
idingthemwith health support,
medical care, and counseling.

Many charitableactivities are
takingplace acrossthe coun-
try. Inthe spirit of fostering
righteousness and the desireto
performvirtuousdeeds, both
thepublicandthegovernment
should extendtheirsupportto
suchservicedroriented secto-
rs.” Hestated that the Central
and State governments should
encourage educational progr-
amsgroundedinscience and
humanismthat foster aspirit
of service.
Headdedthatthey pray
to Swami Sundareswarar for
Hisabundantgraceuponsuch
specialschools, which are based
ontheprinciples ofeconomics,
science, and humanism.
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PMKtoJoin TVK Alliance; Soumya
Anbumani Likely to Become Minister

CHENNAI:Reportsin-
dicate thatthe PMKissetto
jointhe TVKalliance. Cons-
equently, thereisspeculation
thatSoumya Anbumanicould
becomeaminister. Assembly
electionsin Tamil Naduwere
heldon April 23rd,and votes
were counted on May 4th.
Althoughafour&way contest
unfolded among the DMK
alliance, ATADMK alliance,
TVK, and Naam Tamilar
Katchi, nosingle partysec-
uredthe 118seatsrequired
to form the government.
Asaresult,the TVKalliance,
havingwonthehighestnum-
berofseats(107),formed the
government.

TVKreceived support
from partiesthathad previ-
ouslybeenpartofthe DMK
alliance: the Congress (5
seats), Communist Party
of India (2), Communist
Party ofIndia (Marxist) (2),
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi(2),and the Indian
Union Muslim League (2).
Meanwhile, by&electionsare
scheduled for October 6th for

twoofthesevenvacant Asse-
mbly constituenciesin Tamil
Nadu: Maduranthakamand
Dharapuram.
EveniftherulingTVK
winsthesetwoseats, its stre-
ngthinthe Assemblywould
risetoonly109.
Therefore,inadditionto
winningtheseatscurrentlyup
forby&election, TVKwould
needtosecurefourmoreseats
toreach the majority mark.
Thetwo Communist parties
that previously supported
thegovernment... Theyhave
announcedthattheyarenot
partofthealliance. Since the
two Communist partiesare
also contestingthe by&elect-
ionsindependently, thereisa

ministers willbe dropped
while others willhave their
portfolioschanged.
IfthePMKjoinsthe TVK
alliancebefore thisreshutftle,
itisunderstood thatthe par-

. tywillbeallocatedacabinet

riskthattheycould w1thdraw
their support forthe TVK
governmentatany moment.
Amidstthissevere crisis fa-
cingthe TVK,reportshave
emerged thatthe PMK—c-
urrently part of the AIA-
DMK&BJP alliance—has
decidedtoextenditssupport.
PMKIleader AnbumaniRam-
adoss, whoinitiallycriticized
theTVKgovernmentharshly,
hassinceadoptedamoresu-
bduedstance.
Thisappearstosignala
likelyalliance between the
TVKandthe PMK. A cabinet
reshuffleisexpected following
theby&electionsin Madura-
nthakam and Dharapuram;
reportssuggest that some

berth. ChiefMinister Vijay
hasreportedlygiventhegreen

| signalforthismove. Should

the PMK extend its suppo-
rt,itislikely thatthe party’s
legislativeleader, Sowmya
Anbumani, willbeswornin
asaminister.

Her performance dur-
ingthe previouslegislative
assembly session was com-
mendable,and the manner
inwhich sheraised public
issuesinthe House earned
widespread appreciation.
Thereisalsospeculation that
Sowmya Anbumanicouldbe
assigned oneofthree portfolios:

School Education, En-
vironment, or Forests. Itis
noteworthythatthe Congress
(2), Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi(1),and Indian Union
Muslim League (1) arerepre-
sentedin the cabinet.

Rs.30Lakh Incentive for Athlete Abinaya

CHENNAI: Chief
Minister Vijayhasan-
nounced thatanincen-
tive of Rs. 30lakh will
beawarded toathlete
Abinaya Rajarajan.
The20th Asian Games
arecurrentlyunderway
inNagoya, AichiPrefec-
ture, Japan. Yesterday,
the Indian team won
abronze medalinthe

mixed 4x100m relay ng

event.
ChiefMinister Vijay has

onthisachievement.Inastate-

mentregardingthis, hesaid:

Rajarajan: CM V1] ay Announces

X \

AbinayaRajarajan from Tamil

medal in the mixed
4x100mrelayeventat
the20th Asian Games
inJapan.Tohonorath-
lete Abinaya Rajara-
jansachievement, the
Government of Tamil
Naduwillawardhera
substantialincentive of
Rs.30lakh. Hervictory
hasbroughtpridetoboth

% s
e %ﬁy s TamilNaduandIndia.
' e o Iwish forhertoachieve

many more milestones

“Textendmyheartfeltappre- Nadu,whoisamemberofthe and furtherelevate thena-
congratulatedtheIndianteam ciationandbestwishestothe team—

Indianteam—andtoathlete

for winning the bronze

tion’s prestige on the global
stage”

Financialaid of Rs 30lakhforthefamily of afemale

policeofficerwhodied aftercollapsing on duty
ChiefMinister'sannouncement

CHENNAL Chief
Minister Vijay hasordered
the provision of Rs 30lakh
infinancialassistance to
the family ofafemale Head
Constablewho died while
ondutyatthe Paramakudi
Government Hospital pol-
iceoutpost.

Apressreleaseissued
inthisregard states the
following:Iwasdeeplysa-
ddenedand painedtohear

thetragicnewsregarding
M. Kannagi(34),afemale
Head Constableattached
tothe Parthibanur Police
Stationin Ramanathap-
uramdistrict. Whileon
dutyat the Paramakudi
Government Hospital
police outpostyesterday
(28.09.2026), sheatte-
mptedtoapprehendan
individualwhowas fleeing
duringadisputebetwe-

entwo parties—parties
whohadbeenadmitted
tothehospital for treatm-
entofinjuries sustained
inanearlieraltercation.
Duringthis pursuit, she
unexpectedly fellandlost
consciousness; she wassu-
bsequently admitted to the
Paramakudi Government
Hospital for treatmentbut
passedawayas the medical
efforts proved unsucces-

sful.

The death of Head Con-
stable M. Kannagiisan
irreparablelosstothe
TamilNadu Police force
and her family. Iextend my
deepestcondolencesand
sympathiestoher grieving
family, relatives,and coll-
eagues,and T haveordered
thedisbursementofthirty
lakh rupeesinrelieffunds
toher family.

Siege of Puducherry Assembly: MLA Nehru
Who Came for Talks

_Argues W|th Speaker

PUDHUCHERRY: Anar-
gumentensuedwhen Assembly
Speaker Anbalaganarrivedand
attemptedto hold discussions.
MLA Nehru ofthe ‘Neyam
Makkal Kazhagam’ (part
ofthe TVK alliance) and his

| supportersstaged the protest

todemand compensation for

s ayoungboywhodiedaftera

damaged electric pole collap-

d - sedonhimonthe Puducherry
| beachroad afew days ago,

andto condemn the sexual

' assault ofa 50¢yeardrold
woman. A large number of

peoplegathered at the Ass-
emblyin hissupport. MLA
Nehruandhissupporterssat

| onthestepsofthe Assembly

buildingaspart ofthe protest,
promptingauthoritiesto close
the Assemblysentrancegates.

Speaker Anbalaganarrivedat
theprotest siteand attempted
to holdtalks with MLA Neh-
ru, leading to an argument.
Subsequently, statingthat the
dignity of the Assembly was
notbeingupheld, Anbalagan
returnedto hischamber. MLA
Nehru and his supporters
then left the Assembly pre-
misesand staged a *dharna*
(sitérinprotest)infront ofthe
nearby Ambedkar statue.
Speakingabouttheprotest, MLA
Nehrusaid, “Thegovernment
isactinglethargicallyinsuch
matters. Immediate compe-
nsation must be provided to
the family of the deceased boy.

Criminalincidentsinthe
Puducherrycityareamust be
prevented. Thatiswhylam
engaginginthissiege protest.”

Local 30.09.2026 Out Station 01.10.2026|

MUMBALI: A massivesteel
bridgeweighing1,405tonnes,
transported from Trichy, has
beeninstalled overahighway
in Bhiwandifor the Mumb-
ai&Ahmedabadbullettrain
corridor.

: 7‘@—“’)« AspartofthlsprOJect amas-

¢ the national highwaynear

: Diva&Anjur villagein the

, Bhiwandiareaof Thane di-

=" -0 strict,adjacentto Mumbai.

Workis proceeding ra-
pidly onthe country’s first
high&speedbullettrain co-
rridor, spanning 508 km,
withtheaim of significantly
reducingtravel timebetween
Mumbaiand Ahmedabad.

¥ Thebridgestands 14 meters

! highandis 14 meterswide.

With theinstallation of this
bridge,atotalof 16 outofthe
28plannedsteelbridgesforthe
Mumbai&Ahmedabadbullet
train corridorhavenowbeen
completed. Officials from the
National High&Speed Rail

The Princial Dirctor General, Press Information Bureau, ShriDhirendra Ojhaina group photograph
duringthe “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”initiative at National Media Centre, in New Delhi.

A1,300 kmJourneyfromTrichy...Massive
Steeandge Installed in Mumbai

Corporation stated thatwhile
15steelbridgeshavealready
beenerectedin Gujarat, this
isthefirstsuchbridgetobe
installed in Maharashtra.
Manufacturedina works-
hopin Trichy, Tamil Nadu,
thissteel bridge showcases
indigenous technological
capabilitiesunderthe Central
Government’s ‘MakeinIndia’
initiative. Itisnoteworthythat
thebridge wastransported
insectionsoveradistance of
approximately 1,300 kilo-
meters using heavy&duty
trailervehiclesbeforebeing
installed.

Three people, includingan engineer, killed after
crane topples during construction work

TIRUPATHI: Con
structionwork foraprivate
lodgeisunderwayon Tiru-
pati’s TPRRoad, involving
numerousworkers, inclu-
dinglaborersfrom North
Indianstates. Construction
activitieswerein progress
yesterday whenamassive
crane, whichwasbeingus-
edatthesite, suddenlylost
controlandtoppled sidew-
ays, falling onto the workers
present.

Uponreceivinginformat-
ionabouttheincident, the
policerushedtothescene
and, with thehelp ofthe
public,
workedtorescuethose
trappedbeneath thecrane.
Threeindividualsdied on
thespotintheaccident:
RamaRao,amigrantwor-
ker from Odisha; Sandeep,
aconstructionengineer
from Srikakulam district;
and Gangayya,asecurity

guard from Tirupati.
Two otherswererescued
withsevereinjuriesand
senttothehospital. The

policehaveregisteredacase

regardingtheincidentand
areinvestigating the cause
oftheaccident.

Amidst Crises, Central GovernmentPlansto
Boost Domestic Crude Oil Production

NEW DELHI: A senior
official from the publicsector
undertaking ‘Oil India Lim-
ited’ (OIL) has stated that,
amidstsupply disruptions
driving up energy prices, it
isessential toramp up dom-
esticoiland gasexploration
activitiestostrengthen the
nation’senergy security.

Indiarelies onimports
for over 85 percentofits total
crudeoilrequirements, resu-
Itinginasignificantoutflow
ofvaluable foreign exchange.

Contflictsin West Asiaand
crisesintheinternational ma-
rketexacerbate thissituation,
causingthe country’strade
deficit to widen manifold.
Furthermore, the deprec-
iation of the Indian Rupee
againstthe US Dollar fuels
domesticinflation and the
fiscal deficit, therebyerodi-
ngthe purchasing power of

the public. Uninterrupted
energy suppliesare crucial
for India’s rapid economic
growth.

Consequently, the Ce-
ntral Governmentis plan-
ningtoincrease domestic
crude oil production by
undertaking efforts to tap
into existing reservesand
discovernew oilresources.
Commentingon this, asenior
official from the Union Mi-
nistry of Energy stated, “To
shield the Indian economy
from thevolatility of crude
oil pricesin theinternational
marketand from geopolitical
tensions, domestic oiland gas
explorationactivitiesmustbe
carried outonawar footing.
The Central Governmentis
planningtoinitiate measures
toachievethis”

Hefurtherexpressed co-
nfidence, statlng, To reduce

theburden ofimports, the
Central Governmentplansto
accelerateeffortstodiscover
newoilwellsnotonlyonland
butalsoindeep&searegions.
Boosting domestic production
through moderntechnology
willnotonlyenableIndiato
achieveself&relianceinthe
energy sector butalso ens-
uretheavailability of fuel to
consumersatstable prices.
Thisstrategy will propel the
country’s overall economic
growthtonewheights”

A severestandoffreg-
arding customs duties had
persisted between the United
Statesand Canada. Conseq-
uently, a 50 percenttariffwas
imposed ongoodsimported
intothe USfrom Canada. The
USgovernmentannounced
theimplementation of this
measure effective yesterday,
resultinginasuddenbanon
alcoholicbeverages, dairy
products,and motorcycles
worth39,600 crore (1 billi-
onUSD).

The 10th India-Republic of Korea Joint Committee Meeting (JCM)on Defence Industries and Logistics
Cooperationwas heldinNew Delhi.
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