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By-election battle heats up

C M Vijay to campaign in the 
Dharapuram constituency today

MADURAI: The fact that 
ministers—who had gone to 
the airport in the morning to 
welcome Chief Minister Vijay 
upon his arrival in Madurai—
did not go to see him off in the 
evening has caused a stir among 
TVK functionaries and cadres. 
Chief Minister Vijay arrived 
in Madurai the day before 
yesterday to launch the ‘Th a­
imaaman Thanga Mothiram’ 
(Maternal Uncle’s Gold Ring) 
scheme. 

Later, he inaugurated 
the renovated Gandhi Mu­
seum and visited the Mee­
nakshi Amman Temple in 
the evening to offer prayers. 
However, when he left for the 
airport to return to Chennai, 
none of the ministers—Aru­
nraj, Nirmalkumar, Viswan­
athan, and Ramesh—or the 
TVK MLAs from the Madurai 
district accompanied him. 
Only the District Collector, 
Corporation Commissioner, 
South Zone IG, City Police 
Commissioner, and Distr­
ict SP went to the airport to 
see Chief Minister Vijay off. 
Speculation and questions 
spread rapidly among party 
functionaries and officials 
regarding why the ministers 

and MLAs, who had welcomed 
him in the morning, did not go 
to see him off in the evening.

Functionaries were left 
puzzled, wondering if the 
Chief Minister was displeased 
and had asked the ministers 
and MLAs not to come, or if 
there was some other reason. 
When inquiries were made 

with party members and of­
ficials, the explanation given 
was as follows:

 If ministers and MLAs 
were to join the convoy to 
see Chief Minister Vijay off, 
it would result in an unnece­
ssary procession of vehicles 
and cause traffic disruptio­
ns for an extended period. 
Citing the potential incon­
venience to the public and 
motorists, he reportedly asked 

them not to accompany him. 
The Chief Minister’s tour of 
Madurai brought him great 
satisfaction and enthusiasm. 
He was particularly impressed 
by the arrangements for the 
launch of the ‘Maternal Un­
cle’s Gold Ring’ scheme at the 
Government Rajaji Hospital. 
He commended the Health Mi­

nister and the doctors for their 
efforts in organizing the event. 
Official sources reported that 
the Chief Minister was dee­
ply moved by the emotional 
expressions of gratitude from 
the mothers who received the 
gold rings.

He was also delighted by 
the crowds of people and party 
cadres who gathered along 
the route to welcome him. 
Carrying this enthusiasm 

throughout the visit, he fr­
equently stepped out of his 
vehicle to take selfies and 
interact with the public, re­
maining high&spirited until 
the conclusion of the Madurai 
events. Across the city, TVK 
MLAs and functionaries had 
spent lakhs of rupees erecting 
flex banners and posters at key 
intersections and roads to 
welcome him.

However, ministers sta­
ted that the Chief Minister 
had explicitly ordered that 
no flex banners or posters be 
displayed to welcome him. 
Acting on Minister Nirmal­
kumar’s orders, the banners 
were removed and the pos­
ters torn down overnight. 
Displeased by this, TVK 
MLAs and functionaries 

brought the matter to the at­
tention of the party’s General 
Secretary and Minister, Anand. 
When they questioned whe­
ther they were being told the 
truth or if politics was at play, 
they were informed that the 
directive against flex bann­
ers had indeed come from 
the Chief Minister himself; 
consequently, the MLAs and 
their supporters accepted the 
situation and remained silent.

Ministers and MLAs Did Not Go 
to See Off Chief Minister Vijay 

TOKYO: India’s Sahil Jad­
hav and Sikhita Thani&Parthi 
(mixed doubles) and the Indian 
women’s team have won gold 
medals in the Asian Games 
archery events. Additionally, 
the Indian pair of Neeru and 
Kynan Chenai secured the 
gold medal in the trap mixed 
team shooting event. 

India has won three go­
ld medals in a single day. 
Th e Asian Games are currently 
underway in Aichi&Nagoya, 
Japan. Today (Sept. 30), the 
Indian women’s team won the 
gold medal in the compound 
archery event. In the final, the 

Indian team—comprising 
Sikhita Thani&Parthi, Pr­
ithika Pradeep, and Jyothi 
Surekha—defeated China 
with a score of 238–234. The 
Indian duo of Sahil Jadhav 
and Sikhita Thani&Parthi 
also won gold in the mixed 
team archery event. 

With the women’s team 
having already secured 
gold, India has claimed 
two archery gold medals in 
one day; they defeated South 
Korea 158–157. 

Boxer Priya Gangas won 
a bronze medal in the 60kg 
category, while the pair of 

Neeru and Kynan Chenai 
won gold in the trap mixed 
team shooting event.

Neeru had previo­
usly won gold in the in­
dividual trap event. 

Medal Tally! India has moved 
up to 8th place in the medal 
standings.  Indian athletes 
have won a total of 57 medals 
so far. * Gold & 9 * Silver & 21 
* Bronze & 27

India wins 3 gold medals in a  
single day at the Asian Games

HIMCHAL PRADESH: 
Members of the US Congress 
met Tibetan spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama in Dharamshala 
on Wednesday, with House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Brian Mast sayi­
ng the “people of Tibet seek” 
freedom and reaffirming the 
delegation’s support for the 
Tibetan people.

Speaking to the media 
after meeting the Dalai La­
ma, Mast said that China and 
the freedom of the Tibetan 
people were among the top 
issues discussed during the 
meeting. “Certainly China 
was among top issues, the fr­
eedom of the people of Tibet, 
his representation of freedom 
across the globe just as we 
believe that the United States 
of America is representation 
of freedom across the globe. 
We discussed a great many 
things,” Mast said. Mast said 
the threat of transnational 
repression from China was 
far&reaching, alleging that 
Beijing could extend such 
activities to other countries.

“Th e threat from China in 
terms of transnational repre­
ssion is far&reaching. China 
will reach anywhere they can. 
They’ve proven that,” he said. 
He also said the US and China 
had fundamental differences 
over freedom and democracy, 

adding that these were also 
connected to what the Tibetan 
people seek. “We believe in fr­
eedom and democracy for all 
of our people, that people are 
born with certain inalienable 
rights, that the government is 
not meant to provide them 
but protect them. These are 
fundamental differences be­
tween what China represents 
and what America represents 
and what the people of Tibet 
seek,” Mast said. Mast also said 
the Dalai Lama believes it is 
important for US President 
Donald Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping to meet. 
“His Holiness believed that it 
was important that President 
Trump meet with Xi Jinping. 
They are two leaders of the 
world’s biggest and strongest 
countries across the globe. So 
yes, it’s very important, and it 
should happen,” Mast said.

He added that such a mee­
ting would not affect concerns 
over the treatment of Tibetans. 
“It doesn’t take away in any 
way from believing that China 
should not be repressing its 
people, should not be repr­
essing the Tibetan people or 
the Uyghur people, but rather 
working to embrace freedom 
and support freedom across 
the globe,” he said.

Speaking to ANI, US Co­
ngresswoman Haley Stevens 
said the delegation wanted to 
highlight the plight of the Tib­
etan people and support their 
freedom. “I joined Chairman 
Brian Mast in this historic and 
important visit for the plight of 
the Tibetan people as it exists 
here in Dharamsala and as we 
want to see Tibet remain free,” 
Stevens said. “We will not fo­
rget the story of the Tibetans. 
We will not forget the power of 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
what it means to have peace 
and democracy,” she added.

Speaking to ANI, US 
Congressman James Gall­
agher said the Dalai Lama 
had continued to represent 
freedom for the Tibetan peo­
ple. “We’re meeting with His 
Holiness, who’s been keeping 
the sacred fire of liberty bur­
ning here and for the Tibetan 
people. So we are united in 
that effort,” Gallagher said. 
Asked for a message to China, 
Gallagher said, “Stop oppre­
ssing your people and allow 
everyone to live free. Allow 
for self&determination, for 
freedom of religion, for fre­
edom of culture.”

US Congressman Jimmy 
Patronis, speaking to ANI, 
also praised the Dalai Lama, 
saying his words and stren­
gth remained important for 
the delegation. “His words 
of wisdom, but also his str­
ength, even at 91 years old, 
were important to continue 
to reinforce what we’re try­
ing to accomplish between 
our nation and continuing 
dialogues with China,” Pa­
tronis said. The high&level 
US congressional delegation 
arrived in Dharamshala on 
Tuesday and is scheduled to 
depart on Wednesday after 
concluding its visit.

“People of Tibet seek freedom”, says US representative 
Mast after delegation meets Dalai Lama

CHENNAI: Biometric 
verification has been made 
mandatory to obtain gas cyli­
nders at a subsidized rate, and 
the deadline for this process 
expires today (Wednesday). 
Failure to complete this pro­
cess may result in difficulties 

when booking cylinders, and 
subsidized cylinders will not 
be available otherwise. 

Oil companies in India ha­
ve made e&KYC verification 
compulsory to prevent fraud in 
cooking gas connections and 
to ensure that subsidies reach 

the intended beneficiaries. Oil 
companies have announced 
that those who have not yet 
completed this process sh­
ould do so by this evening. 
Officials from the oil com­
panies stated the following:

“90 percent of customers 

have already completed the 
e&KYC process; only the 
remaining 10 percent are yet 
to do so. Since this is an esse­
ntial requirement, there is a 
possibility that an extension 
will be granted to register the 
remaining customers.”

Bi­o­m­e­t­r­ic ve­r­i­fi­c­a­t­i­on ma­n­d­a­t­o­ry fr­om  
to­m­o­r­r­ow to av­a­il su­b­s­i­d­i­z­ed gas cy­l­i­n­d­e­rs 

TIRUPUR: Chief Minister 
Vijay is campaigning today 
(Wednesday) in support of 
the TVK candidate contesting 
the Dharapuram constituency 
by-election. He will address 
a massive public meeting 
being held in Dharapuram. 
Sathyabama, the AIADMK 
candidate who had won the 
Dharapuram (Reserved) 
Assembly constituency, 
resigned from her post and 
joined the TVK. 

Consequently, a 
by-election for the con­
stituency is scheduled 
for the 6th of this month. 
A total of 22 candidates are in 
the fray for this constituency, 
including Sathyabama (TVK), 
Suganya (DMK), Banumathi 
(AIADMK), Karthika (Naam 
Tamilar Katchi), and Laksh­
manan (Communist Party 
of India). 

A five-cornered contest is 
unfolding in the constituency. 
With only six days remaining 

for the election, campaign­
ing by candidates from ma­
jor parties has intensified. 
Against this backdrop, the 
party’s leader and Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Vijay is set to 
address a campaign rally in 
Dharapuram today (Wednes­
day) to seek support for TVK 
candidate Sathyabama. 

For this event, a massive venue 
spanning 54 acres has been 
prepared at Kondarasampa­
layam Maruti Nagar, located 
on the road from Dharapuram 
to Udumalai; the preparatory 
work is now complete. 

Chief Minister Vijay will 
participate in this meeting to 
garner support. A bus, from 

which the Chief Minister will 
deliver his speech, is being 
positioned at the designated 
stage area. Seating arrange­
ments at the public meeting 
venue have been organized 
with ministers and key func­
tionaries seated at the front, 
followed by seating for the 
general public and party cadres. 

More than ten massive LED 
screens have been installed 
within the venue to facilitate 
a live broadcast of the event. 
Special entry passes featuring 
QR codes are being issued to 
10,000 attendees. 

To participate in the meet­
ing, Chief Minister Vijay is 
scheduled to depart from 
Chennai on a special flight 
today, arriving at Coimbatore 

Airport at 1:00 PM. From there, 
he will travel by car to the meet­
ing venue, arriving at 3:00 PM. 
As the Chief Minister is trav­
eling by road, speed break­
ers previously installed at 
50 locations—including 
school, college, and village 
bus stops—along the Dhara­
puram-Palladam four-lane 
highway are being removed. 
Additionally, iron barricades 

have been erected along the 
roadside at key locations. 
Traffic has been diverted, 
and a ban on heavy vehicles 
entering Dharapuram town 
has been imposed. 

After addressing the gath­
ering, Chief Minister Vijay 
will travel by car back to Co­
imbatore and subsequently 
return to Chennai by flight. 
Heavy police security has been 

deployed across Dharapuram 
town and the Maruti Nagar 
area, where the meeting is 
taking place, in anticipation 
of the Chief Minister’s visit. 

Coimbatore Police DIG 
Swaminathan inspected the 
security arrangements yes­
terday. Under the supervision 
of Coimbatore West Zone IG 
Ramya Bharathi, over 3,000 
police personnel from the Tir­
uppur, Coimbatore, Nilgiris, 
and Erode districts have been 
deployed for security duty.
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You may face some running around and 

stress regarding the construction of a new 
house. It is advisable to be accommodating 
within the family. Avoid making enemies at 

the workplace. Do not make new decisions in 
business; instead, accept the advice of your 

partners.

Tasks that were previously stalled will 
now conclude successfully. You will find good 
solutions to old problems by adopting a dif­

ferent approach. Competition in business will 
decrease. At the workplace, learn to mind your 

own business and focus on your tasks.

Your social standing will rise, and others will 
seek your assistance. Your elder brother will come 

to understand you better. You will embark on ef­
forts to renovate and expand your ancestral home. 

Outstanding dues in business will be recovered, 
and you will experience peace of mind at work.

Mental confusion will clear, and you will 
find happiness through fresh ideas. You will ac­
cumulate sufficient savings and may purchase a 

new vehicle. There will be harmony in the family, 
and a favorable resolution regarding ancestral 
property disputes will be reached. You will see 

progress in both business and your career.
You will acquire valuable art objects. Misun­

derstandings with your spouse will be resolved, 
and you will buy them new clothes and jewelry. 
Vehicle-related repair issues will be sorted out. 
Maintain a calm demeanor at the workplace. You 
will achieve profits through dynamic action in 
business.

Unexpected good fortune awaits you. An 
auspicious event will be organized at home. 
You will renovate and expand your ancestral 
home. Relatives will speak highly of you. Out­
standing dues will be recovered in business. It 
is best to avoid arguments at the workplace.

Exercise restraint in your social interactions. Your 
temper may flare up. The verdict in a dispute regarding 

ancestral property will go in your favor. You will
 locate a document you had been searching

 for at the office. You will successfully
 recover outstanding payments in business after

 some effort and see reasonable profits.

Tasks that were stalled midway will be com­
pleted. Expected funds will reach you. Relatives 

will be cooperative. You will build a rapport 
with a superior at work, leading them to share 
important matters with you. You will relocate 

your business premises to a different area.

Anticipated tasks will be completed without 
obstacles. You will take pride in your children’s 
achievements. Conflicts with neighbors will be 
resolved. You will expand your home. Business 

will flourish. Avoid interfering in others’ affairs at 
the workplace.

You will receive expected assistance. It is best 
to be accommodating within the family. Siblings 
will be supportive. Business will pick up momen­
tum. Outstanding dues will be collected. Avoid 
making enemies at the workplace.

You will understand and fulfill the wishes 
of your family members. Buying or selling a 

house or land will prove profitable. You will find 
peace through your father’s side of the family. 

Students will focus better on their studies. You 
will undertake business-related travel. Your 

stature at the workplace will rise.

You will exchange old gold and valuables for 
new ones. You will gain benefits through your 
wife’s relatives. Money you had given up on will 
be recovered in business. Stagnant stock will be 
sold off. Avoid complaining to superiors about 
anyone at the workplace.
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CISF Jawan Opens  
Fire Indiscriminately 

at Offi  ce; 4 Dead 
CHENNAI: Chief 

Minister Vijay perso­
nally invited and hon­
ored Head Constable 
Velmurugan, who 
risked his life by clin­
ging to a car to prevent 
Gutkha smuggling in 
Coimbatore, presenti­
ng him with a reward. 
On the morning of 
the 27th, police were 
conducting vehicle 
checks near Kovilpalayam, 
close to Coimbatore. A lux­
ury car bearing a Karnataka 
registration number arrived 
at the scene. 

A police team led by He­
ad Constable Velmurugan 
inspected the vehicle. There 
were three occupants insi­
de, and several sacks were 
found in the rear of the car. 
While the police were inspecting 
the vehicle, the car suddenly 
sped away in the blink of an 
eye. Reacting quickly, Head 
Constable Velmurugan leapt 
onto the car. As the vehicle did 
not stop, he lay flat on the roof 
and held on tightly to a grip. 
Th e car sped furiously along the 
Coimbatore&Salem National 
Highway. Motorists on the hi­
ghway were shocked to witness 
the scene. Fellow officers at the 
checkpoint alerted the police 

in Coimbatore and Tiruppur 
districts. As traffic was light 
during the morning hours, the 
car was able to speed along; it 
also drove past the Vilankurichi 
and Kaniyur toll plazas without 
stopping. Consequently, the 
Coimbatore police informed 
the Avinashi police. 

As a precautionary me­
asure, the police created an 
artificial traffic jam on the 
National Highway near Av­
inashi in Tiruppur district 
by halting other vehicles. The 
gang in the car became trapp­
ed in the resulting congestion. 
They then stopped the car, 
stepped out, and attempted 
to flee on foot. Police officers 
waiting at the location surrou­
nded and apprehended them. 
Th ey also rescued Head Con­
stable Velmurugan, who had 
bravely attempted to apprehend 
the offenders while on the roof 

of the car. 
Upon questioning the three 

individuals, the police disco­
vered that they hailed from 
Rajasthan and had smuggled 
tobacco products from Beng­
aluru, Karnataka, intending 
to sell them in Coimbatore. 
Subsequently, the police arrested 
Suresh (20), Rajesh (23), and 
Babadaram (27) and seized 233 
kilograms of tobacco products 
found in their car. 

The incident, in which Head 
Constable Velmurugan (38) 
risked his life while intercepting 
the banned tobacco products 
over a distance of approxim­
ately 40 kilometers, created a 
stir across Tamil Nadu. Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin persona­
lly met and commended Head 
Constable Velmurugan for 
his bravery in preventing the 
*Gutkha* smuggling. A press 
release issued by the Tamil 

Nadu government yesterday 
stated: On the 27th, near the 
Kaniyur toll plaza in Coim­
batore district, Head Const­
able M. Velmurugan leaped 
onto the roof of a car that was 
transporting banned contra­
band in a split&second move. 
Disregarding the fact that 
the policeman was clinging 
to the roof, the smugglers dr­
ove the vehicle at high speed. 
Head Constable Velmurugan 

traveled for about 40 kilome­
ters—from Vilankurichi to 
Avinashi—lying flat on the 
car’s roof and risking his life. 
Eventually, additional police 
personnel rushed to the scene 
and intercepted the vehicle. 

Head Constable Velmu­
rugan’s courageous act was 
highly appreciated by both 
the police force and the public. 
Chief Minister Vijay person­
ally invited Head Constable 
Velmurugan—who had ris­
ked his life to help apprehend 
smugglers—to the Secretariat 
yesterday to commend him. 
After honoring him with a gift, 
the Chief Minister advised him 
to remain cautious and ensu­
re safety while on duty. DGP 
Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal was 
present during the event; this 
was stated in an official gove­
rnment press release.

CM Vijay Commends Head Constable Who Risked Life to 
Stop Gutkha Smuggling While Clinging to Moving Car 

New Delhi: President Donald Trump has announced that India’s Essar Group is 
setting up a massive steel plant in the US state of Iowa.

MADURAI: There are 25 
municipal corporations in Tamil 
Nadu—including Chennai and 
Madurai—functioning under 
the Municipal Administrati­
on Department. Meanwhile, 
private sector participation 
in the operations of these cor­
porations has been increasing. 
In this context, the Municipal 
Administration Department 
has decided, for the first time, 
to implement underground 
sewerage projects with private 
sector participation.

As a first step, the Tamil 
Nadu Urban Infrastructure 
Financial Services Limited 
has issued a tender to study the 
feasibility and submit a report 
regarding the implementation 

of this project in the Madurai 
and Nagercoil municipal co­
rporations. 

Project reports have alr­
eady been prepared using the 
Engineering, Procurement, and 
Construction (EPC) model to 
execute underground drain­
age works in these municipal 
corporations. 

Accordingly, the plan for the 
Madurai Corporation includes 
rehabilitating existing sewage 
infrastructure, establishing 
sewage collection systems in 
newly added areas, and constr­
ucting sewage treatment plants. 
Th e estimated cost for this pro­
ject is ₹2,377 crore. Similarly, 
in the Nagercoil Corporation, 
works costing ₹189 crore are 

set to be undertaken in areas 
lacking underground drai­
nage facilities; these include 
laying 111 km of sewer lines 
and 19.93 km of pumping 
mains, as well as constructing 
necessary pumping stations.

Following this, the selected 
consultancy firm must submit 

its report within five months. 
The feasibility study report 
and the project design must be 
prepared during the first two 
months. Tender procedures 
to select a private firm must 
be carried out over the next 
three months. 

Companies particip­
ating in the tender are re­
quired to pay an earnest 
money deposit of ₹50,000. 
It has been announced that 
applications must be sub­
mitted by October 15. Once 
the scheme is implemented, 
the private firm is expected 
to play a role in tasks such as  
maintenance and tax  
collection.

Private Sector Participation in Municipal 
Underground Sewerage Projects

Tender Issued to Study Feasibility 
in Madurai and Nagercoil NELLORE: Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu inaug­

urated a new rural development initiative titled ‘Gramathu 
Pandigai 3.0’ (Village Festival 3.0) yesterday at Ramapuram 
in Nellore district. Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan 
and BJP Sta­
te President 
Madhav also 
participated 
in the event.

Speaking at 
the event, Cha­
ndrababu Nai­
du said: “With 
the support of 
the Central Go­
vernment, our 
alliance gove­
rnment is car­
rying out development works in Andhra Pradesh at ‘jet 
speed.’ The Central and State governments have allocated 
₹11,085 crore to execute development projects under this 
‘Gramathu Pandigai 3.0’ initiative. 

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan, who also holds 
the Rural Development portfolio, is making significant 
efforts towards rural progress. 

Through this initiative, all villages in our state will 
be provided with essential amenities, including roads, 
transport, electricity, internet connectivity, drinking 
water, schools, and canals.” Furthermore, measures will 
be taken to improve the livelihoods of the villagers. He 
spoke in this manner.

 CM Chandrababu Naidu 
Expresses Pride 

“Andhra Government 
Moving at Jet Speed”

Chennai: A meeting of 
the ‘INDIA’ alliance parties 
is taking place in Delhi today, 
led by Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge and the 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi. 

Discussions at the meeting 
will focus on planning the 
next phase of protests against 
the Election Commission 
regarding the ‘SIR’ issue and 
moving a no&confidence mo­
tion against the Chief Election 
Commissioner in Parliament. 
Representatives from parties 
including the CPI(M), CPI, 
RJD, JMM, NCP (Sharad Pa­
war faction), and Shiv Sena 
(Uddhav Thackeray faction) 

are participating. 
However, the DMK has 

boycotted the meeting. Si­
milarly, Samajwadi Party 
leader Akhilesh Yadav will not 
attend the meeting in person. 
It is reported that he is unable 
to attend due to a state&level 
farmers’ conference in Lu­
cknow and work related to 
the Rajya Sabha elections. 
Th ere is also little likelihood 

of key leaders from the Trina­
mool Congress, Aam Aadmi 
Party, and BJD attending the 
meeting in person. 

Their decision to se­
nd only party representa­
tives instead has come as 
a shock to the Congress. 
Speaking on this matter, DMK 
spokesperson T.K.S. Elang­
ovan said: 

“In Tamil Nadu, the 

Congress party has ch­
osen TVK for the sake 
of two ministerial posts. 
Consequently, we could not 
continue our alliance with 
them. 

They themselves have 
stated that they intend to 
move forward with TVK. 
Given this situation, how 
can we support them? How 
can we attend the meeting 
they have convened?” Ma­
ny parties within the IND­
IA alliance have no desire 
to align with the Congress. 
However, they all share a 
common view on the need 
to oppose the BJP. All the pa­
rties are aware of the issues 
surrounding the SIR matter; 
therefore, attending the mee­
ting is merely a formality. He 
stated this.

DMK boycotts ‘INDIA’ alliance meeting 
convened by Congress in Delhi today
Reports indicate that leaders like Akhilesh 

and Kejriwal will also not attend

LUCKNOW: Uttar 
Pradesh IAS officer Divya 
Mittal has resigned from 
her post to enter politi­
cs. With the Assembly 
elections approaching 
in Uttar Pradesh, she st­
ated, “I wish to become 
the voice of the common 
people.

 I want to seek an 

account of our countr y’s 
80 years of independence. 
In today’s politics, there is 
power and clamour, but a 
lack of constructive thinking. 
We must transform politics. 
I will engage in politics—not 
by joining any political party, 
but by joining hands with all 
of you. I will contest the elec­
tion from right here.”

Former IAS Officer Divya 
Mittal Enters Politics 

 A Central Industrial Security Fo­
rce (CISF) jawan opened fire at his 
colleagues following an altercation 
in the Kathua district of Jammu and Ka­
shmir. Four people, including an offi­
cer, lost their lives in the incident. 
Our country has various security wings, 
among which the Central Industrial Se­
curity Force (CISF) is a key component. 
Its primary mission is to provide secu­
rity for the nation’s most critical and 
protected infrastructure, such as space 
centers, nuclear power plants, major 
ports, airports, and the Delhi Metro. 
Additionally, the force handles security 
duties for prominent national leaders 
and VIPs. A tragic incident has now oc­
curred within this force. An argument 
broke out yesterday among CISF personnel 
deployed for security duty at the Sewa 
Hydroelectric Project in Mashka vill­
age, Basohli area. What began as a minor 
dispute escalated into a shooting. The 
incident reportedly took place around 
6:40 PM yesterday. The four individuals 
injured in the shooting were rushed to 
the NHPC Hospital in Himachal Pradesh; 
however, all four succumbed to their 
injuries despite medical efforts. The 
deceased have been identified as Ass­
istant Commandant Ankit Kumar Pandey, 
Sub&Inspector Laxman Singh, Head Con­
stable Rafiq Ahmed, and Head Constable 
Sandeep Kumar. The person who opened 
fire has been identified as CISF Head 
Constable Awadhesh Kumar Singh. It is 
reported that after an altercation, he 
entered the office and fired indiscri­
minately using his issued AK&47 rifle. 
The CISF stated that he was carrying 150 
rounds of ammunition at the time of the 
incident. Officials have also seized 
the weapon allegedly used in the shoot­
ing. Upon receiving information about 
the incident, the police rushed to the 
scene and brought the area under their 
control. Awadhesh Kumar Singh, the sus­
pect in the shooting, has been arrested 
and handed over to the police. Officials 
are investigating the cause behind the 
altercation between the personnel that 
escalated into the shooting.
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GUWAHATI: Five eleph­
ants were recently transported 
from Assam to temples in 
Tamil Nadu. Among them, 
‘Durga’ was sent to the Madurai 
Meenakshi Amman Temple; 
‘Heeralal’ and ‘Shiva’ to the 
Tiruvannamalai Annama­

laiyar Temple; ‘Roopsingh’ 
to the Vaitheeswaran Tem­
ple; and ‘Bujli’ to the Kanchi 
Kamakshi Amman Temple. 
In this context,

 Assam Congress leader 
Gaurav Gogoi stated: “Wil­
dlife activists have filed a case 

regarding the transfer of these 
five elephants from Assam to 
Tamil Nadu. 

The government must 
clarify whether these five 
elephants were donated or 
purchased. If a financial tr­
ansaction took place, the 
government needs to disclose 
the amount involved.”

“Various allegations had 
previously arisen regarding 
the elephant ‘Joymala,’ which 
was sent to Tamil Nadu.  Des­
pite this, five more elephants 
have been transferred there. 
These five elephants must be 
brought back,” he said.

Congress Urges Assam Government to Recall  
Elephants Sent to Tamil Nadu Temples

MELAKOTTAIYUR: A 
grand triple celebration org­
anized by the Dr. U.V. Swami­
natha Iyer Library took place 
yesterday at VIT Chennai. 
G. Viswanathan, Founder and 
Chancellor of VIT and Presid­
ent of the Dr. U.V. Swaminatha 
Iyer Library, presided over the 
event. Legislative Assembly 
Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar pa­
rticipated as the special guest. 
Vice President G.V. Selvam 
also participated and deliv­
ered an address. 

In recognition of their 
contributions to the Tamil 
language, the ‘Mahavidwan 
Sri Meenakshisundaram Pi­
llai Award’ was presented to 
Tamil scholar V. Padumanar, 
and the ‘Dr. U.V. Sa. Award’ 
was presented to Professor 
A.R. Venkatachalapathy. 
Legislative Assembly Speaker 
J.C.D. Prabhakar honored the 
recipients by presenting the aw­
ards. He also released the book 
titled *Nannool Moolamum 
Mayilainatharuraiyum* (Th e 
Original Text of Nannool and 
the Commentary by Mayila­
inathar). VIT Vice President 
G.V. Selvam received the first 
copy. Speaking at the event, 

J.C.D. Prabhakar said, 
“Re&publishing rare Tamil 
works in refined editions 
not only preserves the Ta­
mil intellectual tradition 
but also makes them easily 
accessible to future gener­
ations. Nurturing Tamil is 
not the responsibility of the 
Tamil department alone. 
Tamil will fully reach the 
next generation only when 
government bodies, edu­
cational institutions, uni­
versities, research centers, 
libraries, publishing houses, 
Tamil scholars, teachers, 
and students work together. 
Preserving Tamil literature and 
grammar should not be the task 
of scholars alone; it is the resp­
onsibility of society as a whole. 
Making Tamil books easily 
accessible to the current gene­
ration, publishing rare works, 
preserving them in digital for­
mats, and encouraging Tamil 
research among students are 
the needs of the hour.”

 VIT Chancellor G. Viswa­
nathan was also present at the 
event. Speaking on the occas­
ion, he said, “Political parties 
should not always maintain a 
confrontational attitude. Wh­

en cooperation is required on 
major issues concerning the 
public, all parties must come 
together and work in unison. 
We should emulate the unity 
demonstrated by political 
parties in Nordic countr­
ies—such as Norway, Sw­
eden, Denmark, Iceland, 
and Finland—and strive for 
the nation’s development. 
Regardless of differences, the 
ruling party and opposition 
parties must work together 
when cooperation is needed. 
Such a political climate needs 
to be fostered in Tamil Nadu 
once again. 

Tamil Nadu should serve 
as a role model for the rest of 

India.” Speaking at the eve­
nt, VIT Vice President G.V. 
Selvam said, “Tamil comm­
unities residing in Singapore, 
Malaysia, Mauritius, the 
United States, and various 
African nations continue to 
maintain a strong connecti­
on with the Tamil language. 
Th ey take pride in speaking 
Tamil. Although everyone in 
Tamil Nadu knows the langu­
age, some hesitate to speak it. 
The Tamil language is our 
identity; we should speak it 
with pride. 

Among the current ge­
neration, the habit of read­
ing is declining, and atten­
tion spans are shortening. 

Therefore, Tamil scholars, 
historians, and professors 
should make extensive use 
of social media to convey the 
Tamil language and its history 
to the younger generation.” 
Award recipients Pulavar V. 
Padumanar and Professor 
A.R. Venkatachalapathy 
delivered acceptance spe­
eches. Also present were Y. 
Manikandan, former Head 
of the Department of Tamil 
at the University of Madras; 
S. Avudaiyappan, founder of 
‘Porunai Pakkangal’; and Dr. 
U.Ve.Sa. Library Vice&Pre­
sident Sivalayam J. Mohan 
participated and delivered 
a speech.

Grand Triple Celebration at VIT Chennai: Nurturing Tamil is 
the Responsibility of the Entire Society – J.C.D. Prabhakar 

QUETTA: An uniden­
tified gang robbed Karachi 
football players at gunpoint 
on a highway in Balochistan. 
Players from the Karachi West 
District football team were 
traveling by bus to Quetta—
the capital of Pakistan’s Bal­
ochistan province—the day 

before yesterday to participate 
in the Chief Minister’s Gold 
Cup football tournament. 
An armed gang intercepted 
and stopped the bus on a Ba­
lochistan highway. 

Threatening the players 
with guns, the gang looted 
their belongings, including 

cash, mobile phones, and 
valuable items. 

They also assaulted some 
individuals who attempted 
to question or resist them. 
Upon reaching Quetta, the 
football team management 
lodged a police complaint 
regarding the incident. The 
police are currently invest­
igating the matter.

 It is noteworthy that th­
ere has been an increase in 
incidents where members 
of militant groups interce­
pt and rob travelers on the 
highway connecting the 
Mastung district to Quetta 
in Balochistan.

Karachi Football Players Robbed at  
Gunpoint in Pakistan’s Balochistan Province

NEW DELHI : The 11th 
meeting of the BIMSTEC Joint 
Working Group on Counter 
Terrorism and Transnational 
Crime was held in New Del­
hi from Monday to Tuesday 
(September 28&29), with 
member states discussing 
traditional and emerging 
security threats and making 
recommendations to enh­
ance regional cooperation 
in countering terrorism and 
transnational crimes, the Mi­
nistry of External Affairs said.

The meeting, hosted by 
the Government of India, was 
attended by delegations from 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand. Dr Suhel Ajaz 
Khan, Additional Secretary 
(Counter Terrorism), Ministry 
of External Affairs, chaired 
the meeting.

According to the MEA, the 
meeting discussed “traditional 
and emerging non&traditi­
onal security threats in the 
BIMSTEC region”. Partic­
ipants also deliberated and 
made recommendations 
on a wide range of issues to 
enhance cooperation and 
collaboration in countering 
terrorism and transnational 
crimes in the region. 

The meeting further di­
scussed reports of various 
sub&groups under the BIM­
STEC Joint Working Group 
on human trafficking; prev­
ention of illicit trafficking in 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic 
substances and precursor 
chemicals; anti&money la­
undering and combating the 
financing of terrorism; legal 
and law enforcement issues; 
and cooperation on countering 

radicalisation and terrorism.
The discussions come as 

India continues to underline 
its zero&tolerance approach 
towards terrorism. Addres­
sing the 178th episode of his 
monthly radio programme 
‘Mann Ki Baat’ on September 
27, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said, “Today, India pur­
sues a zero&tolerance policy 
against terrorism, and we are 
witnessing the results of that.” 
PM Modi also recalled the 
10th anniversary of the Sur­
gical Strike carried out by the 

Indian Army on September 
28&29, 2016.

“Th e ‘Surgical Strike’ bo­
ldly demonstrated to the 
entire world a new example 
of India’s counter&terrorism 
policy. The ‘Surgical Strike’ 
was our decisive response to 
the long&standing pain India 
had endured due to terrorist 
attacks. 

Over the past decade & 
from the Balakot airstrike to 
‘Operation Sindoor’ & India 
has repeatedly sent a clear 
message: if terrorists dare to 

cast an evil eye on India, they 
will be met with a befitting 
response,” he said.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 
currently holds the rotating 
chairmanship of BIMSTEC 
and intends to host a BIMS­
TEC Summit in 2027.

Bangladesh’s State Mi­
nister for Foreign Affairs 
Humaiun Kobir said earlier 
in September, “Bangladesh 
currently holds the chairm­
anship, and we intend to host 
a BIMSTEC Summit at some 
point in 2027.”

Traditional, emerging security threats discussed at 
11th BIMSTEC counter terrorism meet in Delhi

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi 
Party candidates Professor 
Ram Gopal Yadav and Dh­
anraj Parimal Nathwani on 
Wednesday filed their nom­
ination papers for the Rajya 
Sabha from Uttar Pradesh.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav 
accompanied the two candi­
dates during the nomination 
filing as the party formally 
entered the contest for the 
upcoming Rajya Sabha ele­
ctions. The party had earlier 
announced Ram Gopal Yadav 
and Dhanraj Parimal Nathw­
ani as its two nominees from 
Uttar Pradesh..

Ahead of the nomination 
filing, Uttar Pradesh Minister 
and Suheldev Bharatiya Sa­
maj Party chief Om Prakash 
Rajbhar took a dig at the SP’s 
candidate selection and ques­

tioned whether the nominees 
represented the party’s PDA 
(Pichhada, Dalit, Alpashan­
khyak) formulation.

In a post on X, Rajbhar 
said, “Akhilesh ji, I’ve heard 
you’re going to field three ca­
ndidates for the Rajya Sabha. 
Tell me, will all three be from 
your ‘PDA’ or not?” Rajbhar 
also cautioned the SP against 
attempting to secure a third 
seat, saying it should not risk 
losing its second seat in the 
process.

The Election Commis­
sion had earlier announced 
that polling for 11 Rajya Sa­
bha seats, including 10 from 
Uttar Pradesh and one from 
Uttarakhand, will be held on 
October 16. The terms of the 
sitting members from the two 
states are scheduled to expire 

on November 25.
The nomination 

process for the biennial 
elections is underway, 
with candidates req­
uired to complete the 
filing process within 
the schedule annou­
nced by the Election 
Commission. Th e SP’s 
nomination exercise 
comes amid the party’s 
continuing criticism 
of the Election Com­
mission over electoral 
processes.

Earlier, Akhilesh 
Yadav had alleged that votes of 
SP supporters were deliberately 
deleted during the 2022 Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elections. 
He claimed that voters who 
had exercised their franchise 
in 2019 were denied the oppo­

rtunity to vote in 2022 without 
notice or adherence to rules. 
“When the results came out 
in 2022, I remember stating 
at our national convention 
that the Election Commission 
and officials had colluded to 
deliberately delete the votes 

of the Samajwadi Party,”
 Yadav had said. The BJP 

had won 255 of the 403 Ass­
embly seats in the 2022 Uttar 
Pradesh elections and for­
med the government under  
Chief Minister Yogi Adity­
anath. 

SP’s Ram Gopal Yadav, Dhanraj Nathwani file  
nominations for Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh

Madurai: The consecra­
tion (*Kumbabhishekam*) 
of the Madurai Meenakshi 
Amman Temple took place on 
September 17. Ahead of this, 

Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi 
Swamigal, the Pontiff of the 
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, 
visited the temple yesterday. 

He was accorded a cerem­

onial welcome by the 
temple administration. 
Seated in the *Artha 
Mandapam*, he pe­
rformed *Puja* and 
special prayers to the 
Goddess for the welf­
are of the people and 
the prosperity of the 
nation. The Goddess 
was adorned with an 
ornament featuring 
two gold medallions 
and precious *Pancha 
Ratnas* (five gems), in­
scribed with the name 
‘Meenakshi’ in Devanagari sc­
ript. This design symbolized the 
*Meenakshi Pancharatnam*—a 
hymn comprising five verses in 
praise of the Goddess, compo­
sed by Adi Shankaracharya. 
Subsequently, the Swamigal 
spent half an hour performing 
rituals near the *Irattai Vina­
yagar* (Twin Ganesha) shrine 
located outside the sanctum 
sanctorum.  During this time, 
devotees chanted the *Lalita 
Sahasranama*. Following 
the *Deeparadhana* (ritual 
offering of lamps), temple 
priests and administrators 
extended traditional honors to 
him. He then blessed the temple 

elephants—Parvathi and the 
calf Durga—by offering them 
fruits. He is scheduled to visit 
the temple again this morning 
to worship Lord Chokkanathar. 
Speaking at an event held at the 
‘Saksham Dheemahi’ Special 
School in Thoppur, Madurai 
district—an institution focused 
on science and humanitarian 
education—Sri Vijayendra 
Saraswathi Swamigal said: 
“Greater attention needs to 
be paid to the development of 
differently&abled students. 
Service organizations like this 
are essential to empower differe­
ntly&abled individuals by prov­
iding them with health support, 
medical care, and counseling. 

Many charitable activities are 
taking place across the coun­
try. In the spirit of fostering 
righteousness and the desire to 
perform virtuous deeds, both 
the public and the government 
should extend their support to 
such service&oriented secto­
rs.” He stated that the Central 
and State governments should 
encourage educational progr­
ams grounded in science and 
humanism that foster a spirit 
of service.

 He added that they pray 
to Swami Sundareswarar for 
His abundant grace upon such 
special schools, which are based 
on the principles of economics, 
science, and humanism.

Visit of Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal to 
Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple

AHMEDABAD: Five 
Pakistani nationals have been 
arrested in connection with the 
smuggling of narcotics worth 
₹3,000 crore in the Arabian Sea. 
Efforts to detect and curb dr­
ug smuggling along India’s 
coast have been intensified, 
as have operations to iden­
tify smuggling syndicates. 
As part of these efforts, the In­
dian Coast Guard conducted 
a joint operation with the Gu­
jarat Anti&Terrorism Squad 

(ATS). During the operation, 
they intercepted and searched 
a suspicious boat moving near 
Lakshadweep. High&grade 
narcotics, including 526 kg 
of methamphetamine and 
heroin, were found concealed 
on board. 

The authorities seized 
the contraband, which is es­
timated to be worth ₹3,000 
crore, thereby thwarting a 
major smuggling attempt. 
Five individuals linked to the 

smuggling incident were arr­
ested; all of them are Pakistani 
nationals. 

The boat, its crew, and the 
seized narcotics were brought to 
Mumbai under heavy security. 
Intensive interrogation will be 
conducted, and appropriate 
legal action will follow. The 
Gujarat ATS has announ­
ced that a press conference 
regarding the incident will 
be held today to share further  
details.

Narcotics worth ₹3,000 crore smuggled 
in Arabian Sea; 5 Pakistanis arrested 
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CHENNAI: Reports in­
dicate that the PMK is set to 
join the TVK alliance. Cons­
equently, there is speculation 
that Soumya Anbumani could 
become a minister. Assembly 
elections in Tamil Nadu were 
held on April 23rd, and votes 
were counted on May 4th. 
Although a four&way contest 
unfolded among the DMK 
alliance, AIADMK alliance, 
TVK, and Naam Tamilar 
Katchi, no single party sec­
ured the 118 seats required 
to form the government. 
As a result, the TVK alliance, 
having won the highest num­
ber of seats (107), formed the 
government.

 TVK received support 
from parties that had previ­
ously been part of the DMK 
alliance: the Congress (5 
seats), Communist Party 
of India (2), Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) (2), 
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi (2), and the Indian 
Union Muslim League (2). 
Meanwhile, by&elections are 
scheduled for October 6th for 

two of the seven vacant Asse­
mbly constituencies in Tamil 
Nadu: Maduranthakam and 
Dharapuram. 

Even if the ruling TVK 
wins these two seats, its stre­
ngth in the Assembly would 
rise to only 109. 

Therefore, in addition to 
winning the seats currently up 
for by&election, TVK would 
need to secure four more seats 
to reach the majority mark. 
Th e two Communist parties 
that previously supported 
the government... They have 
announced that they are not 
part of the alliance. Since the 
two Communist parties are 
also contesting the by&elect­
ions independently, there is a 

risk that they could withdraw 
their support for the TVK 
government at any moment. 
Amidst this severe crisis fa­
cing the TVK, reports have 
emerged that the PMK—c­
urrently part of the AIA­
DMK&BJP alliance—has 
decided to extend its support. 
PMK leader Anbumani Ram­
adoss, who initially criticized 
the TVK government harshly, 
has since adopted a more su­
bdued stance. 

This appears to signal a 
likely alliance between the 
TVK and the PMK. A cabinet 
reshuffle is expected following 
the by&elections in Madura­
nthakam and Dharapuram; 
reports suggest that some 

ministers will be dropped 
while others will have their 
portfolios changed.

If the PMK joins the TVK 
alliance before this reshuffle, 
it is understood that the par­
ty will be allocated a cabinet 
berth. Chief Minister Vijay 
has reportedly given the green 
signal for this move. Should 
the PMK extend its suppo­
rt, it is likely that the party’s 
legislative leader, Sowmya 
Anbumani, will be sworn in 
as a minister.

 Her performance dur­
ing the previous legislative 
assembly session was com­
mendable, and the manner 
in which she raised public 
issues in the House earned 
widespread appreciation. 
Th ere is also speculation that 
Sowmya Anbumani could be 
assigned one of three portfolios: 

School Education, En­
vironment, or Forests. It is 
noteworthy that the Congress 
(2), Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi (1), and Indian Union 
Muslim League (1) are repre­
sented in the cabinet.

PMK to Join TVK Alliance; Soumya 
Anbumani Likely to Become Minister

The Principal Director General, Press Information Bureau, Shri Dhirendra Ojha in a group photograph 
during the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” initiative at National Media Centre, in New Delhi.

The 10th India-Republic of Korea Joint Committee Meeting (JCM) on Defence Industries and Logistics 
Cooperation was held in New Delhi.

NEW DELHI: A senior 
official from the public sector 
undertaking ‘Oil India Lim­
ited’ (OIL) has stated that, 
amidst supply disruptions 
driving up energy prices, it 
is essential to ramp up dom­
estic oil and gas exploration 
activities to strengthen the 
nation’s energy security. 

India relies on imports 
for over 85 percent of its total 
crude oil requirements, resu­
lting in a significant outflow 
of valuable foreign exchange. 

Conflicts in West Asia and 
crises in the international ma­
rket exacerbate this situation, 
causing the country’s trade 
deficit to widen manifold. 
Furthermore, the deprec­
iation of the Indian Rupee 
against the US Dollar fuels 
domestic inflation and the 
fiscal deficit, thereby erodi­
ng the purchasing power of 

the public. Uninterrupted 
energy supplies are crucial 
for India’s rapid economic 
growth. 

Consequently, the Ce­
ntral Government is plan­
ning to increase domestic 
crude oil production by 
undertaking efforts to tap 
into existing reserves and 
discover new oil resources. 
Commenting on this, a senior 
official from the Union Mi­
nistry of Energy stated, “To 
shield the Indian economy 
from the volatility of crude 
oil prices in the international 
market and from geopolitical 
tensions, domestic oil and gas 
exploration activities must be 
carried out on a war footing. 
The Central Government is 
planning to initiate measures 
to achieve this.” 

He further expressed co­
nfidence, stating, “To reduce 

the burden of imports, the 
Central Government plans to 
accelerate efforts to discover 
new oil wells not only on land 
but also in deep&sea regions. 
Boosting domestic production 
through modern technology 
will not only enable India to 
achieve self&reliance in the 
energy sector but also ens­
ure the availability of fuel to 
consumers at stable prices. 
This strategy will propel the 
country’s overall economic 
growth to new heights.”

A severe standoff reg­
arding customs duties had 
persisted between the United 
States and Canada. Conseq­
uently,  a 50 percent tariff was 
imposed on goods imported 
into the US from Canada. The 
US government announced 
the implementation of this 
measure effective yesterday, 
resulting in a sudden ban on 
alcoholic beverages, dairy 
products, and motorcycles 
worth ₹9,600 crore (1 billi­
on USD).

Amidst Crises, Central Government Plans to 
Boost Domestic Crude Oil Production 

TIRUPATHI: Con 
struction work for a private 
lodge is underway on Tiru­
pati’s TPR Road, involving 
numerous workers, inclu­
ding laborers from North 
Indian states. Construction 
activities were in progress 
yesterday when a massive 
crane, which was being us­
ed at the site, suddenly lost 
control and toppled sidew­
ays, falling onto the workers 
present. 

Upon receiving informat­
ion about the incident, the 
police rushed to the scene 
and, with the help of the 
public, 

worked to rescue those 
trapped beneath the crane. 
Th ree individuals died on 
the spot in the accident: 
Rama Rao, a migrant wor­
ker from Odisha; Sandeep, 
a construction engineer 
from Srikakulam district; 
and Gangayya, a security 

guard from Tirupati. 
Two others were rescued 
with severe injuries and 
sent to the hospital. The 

police have registered a case 
regarding the incident and 
are investigating the cause 
of the accident.

Three people, including an engineer, killed aft er 
crane topples during construction work

MUMBAI: A massive steel 
bridge weighing 1,405 tonnes, 
transported from Trichy, has 
been installed over a highway 
in Bhiwandi for the Mumb­
ai&Ahmedabad bullet train 
corridor. 

Work is proceeding ra­
pidly on the country’s first 
high&speed bullet train co­
rridor, spanning 508 km, 
with the aim of significantly 
reducing travel time between 
Mumbai and Ahmedabad. 

As part of this project, a mas­
sive steel bridge—weighing 
1,405 tonnes and measuring 
100 meters in length—was 
successfully installed over 
the national highway near 
Diva&Anjur village in the 
Bhiwandi area of ​​​​​​​​Thane di­
strict, adjacent to Mumbai. 
The bridge stands 14 meters 
high and is 14 meters wide. 
With the installation of this 
bridge, a total of 16 out of the 
28 planned steel bridges for the 
Mumbai&Ahmedabad bullet 
train corridor have now been 
completed. Officials from the 
National High&Speed ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Rail 

Corporation stated that while 
15 steel bridges have already 
been erected in Gujarat, this 
is the first such bridge to be 
installed in Maharashtra. 
Manufactured in a works­
hop in Trichy, Tamil Nadu, 
this steel bridge showcases 
indigenous technological 
capabilities under the Central 
Government’s ‘Make in India’ 
initiative. It is noteworthy that 
the bridge was transported 
in sections over a distance of  
approximately 1,300 kilo­
meters using heavy&duty 
trailer vehicles before being 
installed.

A 1,300 km Journey from Trichy... Massive 
Steel Bridge Installed in Mumbai 

PUDHUCHERRY:  An ar­
gument ensued when Assembly 
Speaker Anbalagan arrived and 
attempted to hold discussions. 
MLA Nehru of the ‘Neyam 
Makkal Kazhagam’ (part 
of the TVK alliance) and his 
supporters staged the protest 
to demand compensation for 
a young boy who died after a 
damaged electric pole collap­
sed on him on the Puducherry 
beach road a few days ago, 
and to condemn the sexual 
assault of a 50&year&old 
woman. A large number of 
people gathered at the Ass­
embly in his support. MLA 
Nehru and his supporters sat 
on the steps of the Assembly 
building as part of the protest, 
prompting authorities to close 
the Assembly’s entrance gates. 

Speaker Anbalagan arrived at 
the protest site and attempted 
to hold talks with MLA Neh­
ru, leading to an argument. 
Subsequently, stating that the 
dignity of the Assembly was 
not being upheld, Anbalagan 
returned to his chamber. MLA 
Nehru and his supporters 
then left the Assembly pre­
mises and staged a *dharna* 
(sit&in protest) in front of the 
nearby Ambedkar statue. 
Speaking about the protest, MLA 
Nehru said, “The government 
is acting lethargically in such 
matters. Immediate compe­
nsation must be provided to 
the family of the deceased boy. 

Criminal incidents in the 
Puducherry city area must be 
prevented. That is why I am 
engaging in this siege protest.”

Siege of Puducherry Assembly: MLA Nehru  
Argues with Speaker Who Came for Talks 

CHENNAI: Chief 
Minister Vijay has an­
nounced that an incen­
tive of Rs. 30 lakh will 
be awarded to athlete 
Abinaya Rajarajan. 
The 20th Asian Games 
are currently underway 
in Nagoya, Aichi Prefec­
ture, Japan. Yesterday, 
the Indian team won 
a bronze medal in the 
mixed 4x100m relay 
event. 

Chief Minister Vijay has 
congratulated the Indian team 
on this achievement. In a state­

ment regarding this, he said: 
“I extend my heartfelt appre­
ciation and best wishes to the 
Indian team—and to athlete 

Abinaya Rajarajan from Tamil 
Nadu, who is a member of the 
team—

for winning the bronze 

medal in the mixed 
4x100m relay event at 
the 20th Asian Games 
in Japan. To honor ath­
lete Abinaya Rajara­
jan’s achievement, the 
Government of Tamil 
Nadu will award her a 
substantial incentive of 
Rs. 30 lakh.  Her victory 
has brought pride to both 
Tamil Nadu and India. 
I wish for her to achieve 
many more milestones 

and further elevate the na­
tion’s prestige on the global  
stage.”

Rs. 30 Lakh Incentive for Athlete Abinaya 
Rajarajan: CM Vijay Announces

CHENNAI: Chief 
Minister Vijay has ordered 
the provision of Rs 30 lakh 
in financial assistance to 
the family of a female Head 
Constable who died while 
on duty at the Paramakudi 
Government Hospital pol­
ice outpost.

 A press release issued 
in this regard states the 
following: I was deeply sa­
ddened and pained to hear 

the tragic news regarding 
M. Kannagi (34), a female 
Head Constable attached 
to the Parthibanur Police 
Station in Ramanathap­
uram district.  While on 
duty at the Paramakudi 
Government Hospital 
police outpost yesterday 
(28.09.2026), she atte­
mpted to apprehend an 
individual who was fleeing 
during a dispute betwe­

en two parties—parties 
who had been admitted 
to the hospital for treatm­
ent of injuries sustained 
in an earlier altercation.   
During this pursuit, she 
unexpectedly fell and lost 
consciousness; she was su­
bsequently admitted to the 
Paramakudi Government 
Hospital for treatment but 
passed away as the medical 
efforts proved unsucces­

sful. 
Th e death of Head Con­
stable M. Kannagi is an 
irreparable loss to the 
Tamil Nadu Police force 
and her family.  I extend my 
deepest condolences and 
sympathies to her grieving 
family, relatives, and coll­
eagues, and I have ordered 
the disbursement of thirty 
lakh rupees in relief funds 
to her family.

Financial aid of Rs 30 lakh for the family of a female 
police offi  cer who died after collapsing on duty

Chief Minister’s announcement 


