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Indian pilot Sumit Machhar fought
valiantly to save Israeli air passengers

DELHI: Captain Sumit
Machhar,a Mumbainative
who completed hispilottra-
iningin Gurgaon, managed
toregain control of the Fly-
dubaiaircraftdespite being
injured. Hisactionsare ga-
rnering widespread praise.
Indian pilot Sumit Machhar
worksfortheairline Flydubai.
Duringaflightfrom Dubaito
Tel Aviv, his co&pilotattem-
ptedtohijacktheplaneafter
stabbinghimwithaknife. Heis
nowbeingpraisedgloballyfor

CHENNAL: ChiefMinis-
ter Vijayhasannounced that
theexpanded ‘VetriPayaan’
scheme, under whichwomen
cantravel free of charge on
governmentbuses, willcome
into effect from tomorrow
(October?2).

Inasocial media post,
ChiefMinister Vijaysaid, “A
freetravelschemeforallthe
respected women of Tamil
Nadu, our grandmothers,
mothers, sisters, daughters
andtransgenders, willbela-
unched from October2nd”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi praises him

savingthelivesof 174 passengers
whilebattling severeinjuries
insuchaperiloussituation.
Displaying great courage,
Captain Sumit Machhar—
whohailsfrom Mumbaiand
trained in Gurgaon—took
controloftheaircraft. Whilehe
stabilized theplane, the cabin

crewopenedthecockpitdo-  Nachhar, who prev1ously instable condltlon “Sumit
orandsubduedtheco&pilot yorked for SpiceJetforten Machharunderwenttraining
whohadlaunchedtheattack. yearsuntil2023,iscurrently - forhiscommercialpilotlicense

‘Vetripayan’ project tostart
tomorrow: CM Vljay announces

Chief Minister Vijay had
announcedinthe Assembly
session thatthewomensfree
travel schemewillbe expan-
dedandimplemented under

thename ‘Vetri Payaan’ from
October 2, the birthday of
Mahatma Gandhi.
Throughthis,inthefirst
phase, women will be able

totravelfree of costnotonly
inordinarybusesbutalsoin
express, LSSand deluxe go-
vernmentbusesin the city
andtowns.

Inaddition, women can
travel free of chargein subur-
banandhillyareas,inregular
farebuses, to facilitateinte-
r&districttravel. Thereisno
incomecap orrestrictionon
thenumber of trips. Transg-
enderpeoplecanalsotravel
free of charge. Thiswill cost
Rs.6thousand croresannually
toimplement.

Explosion at Mangaluru
Plant:One Dead, 81n]ured

MANGALURU: One
persondiedand eight
otherswereinjuredinan
explosionataplantin Ma-
ngaluru. A facilityknown
asMangalore Refineryand
Petrochemicals Limited
(MRPL) operatesin the
city of Mangaluru, Karn-
ataka. Asuddenexplos-
ionoccurredattheplant,
resultinginthedeathofa
workerandinjuriesto ei-
ghtothers. Uponlearning
oftheincident, Karnataka
Minister U.Tae. Speaking
toreporters,hedescribed
theeventassuddenand
shocking.

Hestated that Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiv-
akumarimmediately took

# g -
noteoftheincidentand

inquired about the details.
Healsomentioned thata

seniorofficialhasbeenap-
pointed toinvestigate the
explosion.

CMOrdersRs.30LakhIncentiveEachforTN
AthIetesJoshna Chinappaand ShameenaRiaz

CHENNALI: Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin has co-
ngratulated Tamil Nadu
athletes Joshna Chinappaand
ShameenaRiazfor winning
bronze medalsinthe squash
eventatthe Asian Gamesheld
inJapan.

He announced that a
substantial incentive of Rs
30lakh each would be aw-
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arded to them on behalf bestwishestotheIndian

ofthe state government.
InapostonX (formerly Tw-
itter), hestated, “Iextend my
heartfeltappreciationand

team—which achieved su-
ccessbywinningthebronze
medalinthe women’steam
squasheventatthe20th Asian

GamesinJapan—andtothe

squash players from Tamil
Nadu, Joshna Chinappaand
ShameenaRiaz, who were
partofthatteam. Tohonor

thisachievement, the Tamil
Nadugovernmentwillaward
asubstantialincentive ofRs
30lakhtoeach ofthem. Th-
isvictory, secured through
their talent, self&confide-
nce,and perseverance, has
furtherstrengthened Tamil
Nadu’s sporting prowess.
Theirsuccesswillserveasa
greatinspiration foraspiring
youthand women. I wish th-
em continued successinthe
futureastheyfurtherelevate
the pride of TamilNaduand
Indiaontheglobalstage”

inNewZealand.Icannotsay
asinglenegativethingabout
him,”saidasenior pilotwho

hadtrained him. Sumit Ma-
chhar’sbrotherisalsoapilot;
heworksfor Flydubaiaswell.
Inapostregardingthisincident,
Prime Minister Modistated:

“Captain SumitMachharisa
hero;hedemonstrated courage
anddeterminationtosavethe
livesofothers,evenwhilefacing
acriticallydangeroussituation

andsufferingsevereinjuries”
“Hisheroicacthelped save
hundredsoflivesandaverta
majortragedy.Indiaisproud
of Captain Sumit Machhar. I
prayforhisspeedyrecovery
andgoodhealth,” said Prime
Minister Modi.

Averted a Tragedy!

Inapostregardingthis, Union External Affairs Minister Jaishankar stated: The
extraordinary courageand presence of mind displayed by Captain Sumit Machhar
inacritically dangeroussituation notonlysaved hundreds oflivesbutalso averteda
major tragedy. Wejoin the countless voices from across the globe in commendinghis
braveryand prayingforhisspeedyrecovery.

ATrue Hero; |l Salute the Indian
Pilot-Israeli PM Moved

TELAVIV: The Israe-
liPrime Minister has exp-
ressed hisadmiration on
social media, saluting the
Indian pilot who thwarted
aplottodestroytheaircraft.
While the Flydubai flight
FZ1073 wasenroute from
Dubaito Tel Aviv,aviolent
altercationbroke outbetween
thepilots mid &air.

The Omanico&pilotsud-
denlystoodupandviciously
attacked the Indian captain,
Smith Machar, stabbinghim
withaknife. Despite sustai-
ningstabwounds, Machar
foughtbravelyand manag-
edtoopenthecockpitdoor.

Fellowpassengersand crew
immediatelyrushedin, sub-
duedthe co&pilot,and tied
himupwitharope.
Thisactionfoiled theplot
todestroytheplane,saving
thelivesof 174 passengers.
IsraeliPrime Minister Netan-
yahumetwith the passengers
upontheirsafereturntolIsrael.
He stated that Machar, the
passengers,and thecrewhad
actedtoavertamajor disaster.
Hepersonally commended
Machar for his courageous
actions.
Inastatementregarding
theincident,hesaid, “Isalute
Indian pilot Captain Smith

Machar foracting with ex-
traordinarybravery. Even
afterbeingstabbedand seve-
relyinjured, hefoughtback”
Henotedthatthepilotopened
thecockpitdoortoallowpasse-
ngersand crewtoenterandsu-
bduetheattacker, therebypre-

ventingamid&air catastrophe.
Hesavedthelivesof 174 people,
includingIsraelicitizensand
nationalsof other countries.
Ipraytothe Almightyforhis
speedyand completerecov-
ery. Hehaspraisedhimasa
truehero.

‘Vaazhndhu Kaattuvom’scheme
staff must be paid salary arrearsand
granted job security: Palaniswami

CHENNAI: AIADMK
General Secretary Palanis-
wami has stated thatsalary
arrears mustbe paid to the
officialsworking under the
TamilNaduRural Transfor-
mation Project(‘Vaazhndhu
Kaattuvom scheme), and their
jobsecuritymustbeensured.
Inastatementregarding this
matter, henoted, “The ‘Rural
Innovation Project; launched
in2005 duringJayalalithaa’s
tenureas ChiefMinister, was
renamed the “Vaazhndhu
Kaattuvony' (Let UsLive) pr-
ojectin2021 underthe DMK
administration.

Across Tamil Nadu, more
than 500 supervisoryofficers
andover 3,900 field staffwork
atthestate, district,andblock
levelsunder thisscheme. All
theseofficersare graduates,
with90% holding postgrad-
uatedegrees. Theyhavebeen
workingonaconsolidated pay
basissince 2005—aperiod
rangingfrom 10to 18 years.
Their primaryresponsibilit-
iesincludemobilizingrural
farmerstoform Farmer Pro-
ducer Groupsand providing
them with free trainingand
initialgrant funding;issuing
identity cardsand specialas-
sistanceto differently&abled

andvulnerableindividualsin
ruralareas;assistingwith the
census; establishinggrassroots
community organizations;
providingskilltrainingand
directemploymentopport-
unities for youth; settingup
e&Sevai centersinvillage
panchayats; and fostering
entrepreneurship by facili-
tatingmicro&loans.
Theyeffectivelyimplement
variousgovernmentruralsch-
emesanddeliverawiderange
ofservices. Notably, theyhave
ensuredarepaymentrate of
over95% forthe micro&loans
extended toruralresidents.
Intheirrepresentation, th-
eystated that they work by
directly engaging withapp-
roximately6.5lakhbeneficia-
riesacrossrural Tamil Nadu.
Their performance was ex-
emplaryduringthe COV-
ID&19 pandemicin2019.
\Furthermore, they have
been handlingadditional
responsibilities related to
women’s welfareschemes..”
...asstated in their petition.
Followingthesuccessfulimp-
lementation of Phases 1.0and
2.0underthe ‘VaazhndhuKaa-
ttuvom’ (Let Us Liveand Show)
scheme, Government Order
No.40,dated 13.02.2026,was

issued toexpandthescheme.
Consequently, Phase2 (Part
3.0) of the ‘VaazhndhuKaatt-
uvom’ scheme was proposed.
Intheir petition, theemplo-
yeesstated that Government

Y- =%

Order No.40stipulated that
theschemeshouldbeimpl-
emented usingexisting staff;
thatadequate funds were
allocated for their salaries;
that the existing staffshould
continue until the project
reportwasfinalized;thatno
newstaffshould berecruit-
ed;andthattheseemployees
couldalsobeutilized for the
‘Magalir Thittam’ (Wome-
n’s Development Project).
Theyhaverepresentedtothe
governmentthattheyhavenot
received theirsalariesfor the
pasttwomonthsand thatall
staffworkingatthestatelevel
wererelieved from dutyeft-
ective23.09.2026. Theyhave

requestedjobsecurity, the co-
ntinued paymentofsalariesfor
themonthstheyhaveworked,
andtheexpeditedapproval
andimplementation of Phase
3.0ofthe “VaazhndhuKaat-
tuvom’ scheme, asoutlined
inthe Government Order.
Havingserved continuously
for 10to 18yearsin the Tamil
Nadu Rural Transforma-
tion Project/‘Vaazhndhu
Kaattuvom’ scheme, they
have crossed theagelimit
forentryinto government
service. Furthermore, hav-
ingspentthegreater partof
their careersin thissector, they
faceadifficultsituation where
theyareunabletotransition
toalternative employment.
Taking this situation into
consideration, the gover-
nment [isurged toretain]
theseindividuals—whohave
received adequate training
under the ‘Vaazhndhu Ka-
attuvom’ scheme—without
anybreakinservice... “Iur-
gethe governmenttoallow
them toworkunder ‘3.0’ or
tointegrate them into the
Women’s Scheme—thereby
ensuringjobsecurity—and
toimmediatelyrelease the
two months’salary owed to
them,” hestated.
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Today horoscope

—  Youwillgethelp froman unexpected
place. Youwilldiscover the unique talents of
your children. There willbebenefits from the
government. Business will bring profits. You
willaccepttheadviceofanewpartnerandact
accordingly. Your administrative skllls willbe
revealedintheoffice. 4

Asuddentripwillbetroublesome. You
willhavetostrugglealotto completethe
planned work. Youwillstruggle. Youwill ren-
ovate, expand and build yourancestralhouse.
Old debtswillbe collected in business. Donot
holdanygrudgesagainstanyonein the office.

- Thehousewillbefilled with guests. Youwill
N listen toand fulfill the wishes of your children.
Vehiclerepairs willberesolved. Your superior
willentrustyouwithimportantresponsibilities
attheoffice. Business will pick up steamand be
profitable.

\ﬂ
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Conflicts within the couplewillberesolved
and therelationship willincrease. The flow of
moneywillbringsatisfaction. Youwillunder- :
stand and fulfill the wishes of your children. You |
willexpandyourbusinessonalargescale. Itis
bettertoavoidargumentsin theoffice.

Youwill complete challenging tasks easily.
“Your familywilllisten to your words. There will
‘beunexpected trips. Youwillmeetold friends

andrelatives. Business will be successful. You
willfindanimportantdocumentyouwerelook-

ingforintheoffice.

Giveinto familyissues. Youneed tobecarefulinyour
speech. Yourangerwillincrease. Youwill spend
moneyonavehicle. Competition willincreasein
business. Itisbettertogetusedtolivinginthe
officeand doing your own work.

Youwill fulfill the wishes of your family
members. Moneywill flowinyourhands.
Youwillbe refreshed by meetingimportant
personalities. You will struggle to collect dues
inbusiness. Office problems will go away.

T

Youwillhave the mental strength toendure
anything. There willbean influx of money.

oppositionanddisappointmentsand succeed.

Competitioninbusiness willdecrease. Donot

complaintotheheadquartersaboutanyonein
theoffice.

Expected help willbereceivedattheright
time. The conflictsbetween husband and wife will
beresolved. Youwillenjoybuyingmodernelec-
tronicdevices,and goodswillbe sold inbusiness.
Itisnotgood tobehostiletosuperiorsin theoffice.

Moneywillflowinyourhands. Egoprob- &
lemswillberesolved and there will be closeness
between husband and wife. Youwill take the
initiativein the special events of your hometown.
Governmentofficials will extend theirlove. You
willsee progressinbusinessand career.

-

Therewillbeasuddenturnofevents.

Family cooperationwillincrease. Money that
isduewill comeinhandy. Angerwilldecrease.
Youwillberecommended foranewpositionin
theoffice. New partnerswillbe supportivein
business. Profitswillincrease.

Long-standing problemswillberesolved.
The case willbe favorable. The ego problem with
thein-laws willberesolved. Do notinterferein
theaffairsof othersattheoffice. Youwill getthe
supportofyouremployeesinbusiness.

AdaniPortto Handle
3,20,000 Containers
Simultaneously

COLOMBO: This expansion project, invo-
lving an investment of approximately US$ 750 mi-
llion, has generated significant anticipation.
Through thissecond phase of expansion, the terminal’s
cargo handling capacity hasincreased from 1.6 million
to3.2million TEUs. Thismeansthe portcannowhandle
approximately 320,000 20&foot containers simultaneou-
sly; previously, the capacity stood at 160,000. Within just
thefirst 18 months ofits operation, the terminal handled
twomillion TEUs of cargo, setting arecord as the fastest
terminalinthehistoryofthe Portof Colombotoreachthis
milestone. Following this capacity enhancement, three of
theworld’slargestmega&container vesselscanbeberthed
attheterminalatthesametime.

Thiswill further boost Colombo’s significance alo-
ngthe East&Westinternational maritime trade route.
This terminalis Sri Lanka’s first fully automated, dee-
p&water container terminal. Itis designed to achieve
zero carbon emissions through electrified operations.
Theprojectisajointventure between AdaniPortsand Sp-
ecial EconomicZone Limited (APSEZ) and the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority, developed undera35&year Build&Ope-
rate&Transfer (BOT) agreement.

Ithas generated over 3,000 directand indirect em-
ployment opportunities. Under thisagreement, Adani
Portsholdsa 51% stake, John Keells Holdings holds
34%, and the Sri Lanka Ports Authority holds 15%.
Itsinfrastructureis designedtoeasilyhandle ‘Ultra&Mega’
classvessels—some ofthe world’slargest container ships.
Asitisoneofthedeepestterminalsatthe Portof Colombo,
these massive vessels can easily navigateinand out.
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16 District Revenue Officers including Chennai
TASMAC General Manager transferred

CHENNALI: 16 District
Revenue Officers (TROs)
across TamilNadu, including
the Chennai TASMAC Gen-
eral Manager, weresuddenly
transferred.

Inthisregard, ChiefSec-
retary M. Saikumarsaidina
statementissued yesterday:P.
Sailendhiran, whoisworking
astheDistrictRevenue Officer
(Land Acquisition) inthe Ta-
milNaduHousingand Urban
DevelopmentDepartmentin
Chennai, hasbeentransferred
andappointedasthe Sivaga-
ngaDistrictRevenue Officer.
ChennaiMunicipal Corpora-

tion Assistant Commissioner
(General Administrationand
Personnel Division) Uma
Maheshwari Ramachandran
istransferredand postedas
JointCommissionerof Land
Administration. D. Ambay-
ranandan, whoisworkingas
the Special District Revenue
Officer (Land Acquisition),
Highways, Villupuram, has
beentransferredand posted
astheSpecial District Revenue
Officer (Land Acquisition),
Chennai Airport Expansi-
onProject. K. Manikandan,
whoisworkingastheDistrict
Revenue Officer of the Tamil

Nadu Health System Project
inChennai,hasbeen transfe-
rredandpostedasthe Special
DistrictRevenue Officer (Land
Acquisition) ofthe Villupuram
Highway. S.Bhanu, whowor-
kedastheDirectorof Medical
Educationin Chennai, has
beenappointedastheDistrict
Revenue Officer of the Tamil
NaduHealth System Project.

V. Vimalkumar, whois
workingas the Special Dis-
trictRevenue Officer (Land
Acquisition) of Seyyar Chi-
pkot,hasbeen postedasthe
Member&Secretary of the
State Study Group ofthe So-

cial Justice Departmentin
Chennai.S. Sivaramthiruchi,
whoisservingasthe General
Manager (Commerce) of the
TamilNadu Consumer Goods
Corporationin Chennai, has
beenappointedasthe Comm-
issionerofRegulatory Affairs.
T.Muthuramalingam,who
isworkingasthe General Ma-
nager (Sales) of TASMACin
Chennai,hasbeentransferred
andappointedasthe District
Revenue Officer (Landand
Estate) ofthe Chennai Met-
ropolitan Municipality. Itis
saidthat16 peoplehavebeen
transferredinthisway.

Explosionat Mangaluru oil
refineryOnedead; 10+ injured

BENGALURU One
persondiedinanexplosion
atanoilrefineryin Man-
galuru, Karnataka. More
than 10 peoplehavebeen
hospitalized with serious
injuries.

Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals Limit-
ed (MRPL) plantisoperati-
nginJogattein Mangaluru,

Karnataka. The public
sectorundertaking suff-
eredamajorexplosionat
around 12.30 pmyesterday
(Wednesday) afterahig-
h&pressure coal separator
inthe cokerhydrotreater
(CHD) section ofthe plant
ruptured.
Theexplosion,accom-

paniedbyaloudnoise, sent

thickblack smokebillow-
ingfromtherefinery. The
fire, whichreached thesky,
spread tonearbyunits.
Emergencyrescueteams
andfirebrigadesrushedto
thespotandtriedto extin-
guishthefire.
Thefirewascomplet-

= elybroughtunder control
© afterastruggleofabout3

hours. Residents ofJogatte,
Kavur, Surathkal, Bajpeand
Mangalore International
Airportwerereportedly
shocked by theblast. Offi-
cialssaid thatthewindows
oftheadministrative office
atMangalore International
Airportwereshattered due
totheblast.

Mangaluru City Police

Commissioner SudhirKu-
mar Reddysaid,

“Theexplosionhas
been completely brought
under control. Thebattery
limitsofthe affected unit
havebeenisolated. Theem-
ergencyrescueand firefigh-
tingteamsofthe oil refinery
haverushedtothespotfor
rescueoperations.

“A contractworkerna-
med Manish (32) died due
toburnsintheaccident. An
employeenamed Rajesh
Baptiste (36) suffered 50 pe-
rcentburns. 10 oftheserio-
uslyinjuredareundergoing
treatmentin theintensive
careunit. 6 weretreatedin
the outpatientdepartme-
nt;” hesaid.

Defective service at private hotel

Rs. 3.20 lakh compensationto
customer, Consumer Courtorders

CHENNALI: The Chenn-
aiSouth District Consumer
Disputes Commission has
orderedahotel establishment
torefundRs. 3.20lakhstoa
customerwhosuffered mental
distressduetonon&provision
of serviceaspromised.

R.Sridhar, who joined
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai,
wasstayingata privatehotel
inKodaikanalwhen, believing
theattractive promises made
by the representative of the
establishment, hejoined the

10&year ‘Sterling Vantage’
membership planbypaying
Rs.3.30lakhs. Itwasassured
thatvariousfacilitieswould
beavailable,includingannual
points, freewelcome, special
days, and priority booking
atanytime. However,when
Sridhartried tomakearese-
rvationtostay withhisfamily
atahotelin Wayanad, Kerala,
themanagementrejected the
reservation, citing several
conditions.

Meanwhile, privatebook-

ingappsrevealed thatrooms
werevacantinthesamehotel.
Itwasalsorevealed thatthe
establishmenthad shared the
seasonalrules with themem-
bersonlyayearafterjoining.
Sridhar,whowasdistressed
by this, filed a case with the
ChennaiSouth District Cons-
umer Redressal Commission.
The case came up forhearing
beforeabench comprising
Commission Chairman P.
Jijaand members V.Rama-
moorthyand]. Ravindran.

Atthattime, “Hidingthe
facts during membership
recruitmentand thenimp-
osingrestrictionsisalack of
serviceandan unfairbusiness
practice” Therefore, theresp-
ondentsshould payatotal of
Rs.3.20lakhstotheaggrieved
Sridharwithinaperiodof8
weeks,includingRs. 3lakhs
ascompensation for theloss
ofservice,Rs. 10thousandas
compensation for theloss of
serviceand Rs. 10 thousand
aslegal costs.

Al-based traffic management systemin
DeIh| CabinetapprovesRs. 1,783 crore project

NEW DELHI: The
Union Cabinetyesterday
approved theimplementa-
tionofan Al&based Traftic
Management System (TM-

S)atacostofRs 1,789
croretoimprove
trafficmanagement
inDelhi.

The Union Cabi-
netmeeting chaired
§ by Prime Minister
Modiwasheldyeste-
rday. Afterthemeet-
ing, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav
said: The Union
Cabinethasapprovedthe
Al&based TrafficManag-
ement System projecttobe
implementedatacostofRs

1,789 croretoimprove traf-
ficmanagementin Delhi.

Theprojectwillhelpin
better managing Delhi’s
existingroad network thr-
oughreal&timetrafficdata,
adaptivesignals,automat-
edruleenforcementandin-
tegrated trafficmanageme-
nt. The project willcover 42
majortrafficroutes. It will
beimplementedin 3 phases
over 2years, hesaid.

The Union Cabinet
yesterdayapproved the
PM&Tharakaschemeto

strengthen theinter&state
transmission of renewable
energy.

Thetotal costofthesc-
hemeisRs1.86lakhcrore.
Thescheme, which will
strengthen the power sys-
tem,willconnect135GW
ofrenewableenergyfrom
statesand union territories
tothepowergridandstren-
gthenthe power transmiss-
ionsystem.

Theschemeistargeted
tobecompletedbythefina-
ncial year2032&33.

TASMAC Shops to Remain Closed Tomorrow

‘I!I E"""'l’_ o

CHENNAL: The District Collec-
torhasorderedthe closure of TASM-
ACshopsandtheirattachedbarsin

the Chennaidistrictin observance
of GandhiJayanti.
Accordingly,underthe Tamil Nadu
Liquor Retail Vending (in Shops
and Bars) Rules, 2003, TASMAC
shopsandtheirattached bars must
remain closed tomorrow (Friday).
Onthatday,allestablishmentshold-

 for GandhiJayanti

ing FL1,FL2,FL3,FL3A,andFL3AA
licenses,aswellasFL11licensed sho-
psandbars, mustremain completely
closed. The District Collector hasalso
warned thatstrictaction willbe taken
inaccordance withtherulesagainst
anyone found engagingin theillegal
saleofliquor on Gandhi Jayanti.

October01 Amaravati 2026

34% Reservation for
Backward Classesin
Local Bodies

A coa11t1 on government led by the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), with the BJP

as apartner, is currently in power in
Andhra Pradesh. Thealliance comprises
the TDP, actor Pawan Kalyan’s Jana Sena
Party, and the BJP. TDP Teader Chandra-
babu Naidu serves as the Chief Minist-
er, whiTle Jana Sena Teader Pawan Kalyan
serves as the Deputy Chief Minister.
Local body elections are set to be held
soon in Andhra Pradesh. Amidst this,
the reservation quota for the Backward
Classesin these electionswas signif-
icantly increased. Government orders
were issued raising the reservation for
Backward Classes to 34%in rural local
bodies and to 33.33% in urban Tocal bo-
dies. Two separate government orders
were issued regarding this matter.

A case challenging these orders was
filed in the Andhra Pradesh High Cou-
rt. The verdict was delivered today;
the High Court struck down the incre-
ased reservation quotas for Backward
Classes in the Tocal body elections.
Observing that the total reservation
must not exceed 59% and that the gove-
rnment orders violated Supreme Court
guidelines, the High Court set aside both
orders issued by the Andhra government.

Furthermore, while ordering that the
election process must commence within
sixmonths, the Court dismissed apeti-
tion that had sought to mandate a survey
of the Backward Classes prior to holding
Qhe elections. Y,

Free AC buses forwomen
iInAndhraPradesh soon

CM ChandrababuNalduannounces

VIJAYAWADA:

Atafunctionheldin

Vijayawadayesterday,

AndhraPradesh Chief

Minister Chandraba-

\,f\f buNaidudistributed

_ % houseplotst026,401

g . poorpeopleunder

; the ‘Pattaabhishekam

S\ gma forthePoor’scheme.

Speakingattheevent,

hesaid: Wehave fulfilledall the promises made duringthe
elections.

Ourgovernmentissucceedingwith the cooperation of
thecentralgovernment. Inthelast2 years, we have provid-
edhousingplotsto 60 thousand people. Along&standing
demandhasbeen fulfilled. A freebusscheme for women
hasbeenimplementedinthestate. A free ACbusscheme
forwomen willalsobeimplemented soon. Chandrababu
Naidusaid this.

LashkarterroristMusa

]AMMU Following spec1ﬁc 1nputs about thepresence
of Pakistan&based Lashkar&e&Taiba terrorist Hashim
MusainBudgam, Kashmir, securityforces, including the
Indian Army’s 15 Chinar Brigade, Kashmir Policeand CR-
PE launchedacordonandsearchoperationinthe Gurvet
Kalanareaon Tuesdaynight.

Themilitants, whowerehidingatthetime, openedfire.
Thesecurityforcesalso firedback. Musadiedin the gunfight.
An AK&47rifleand amobile phone wererecovered from
thescene. Musa, alsoknown as Asif Faujiand Sulaiman, is
aPakistaninational.
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“Like MGR and J.,1am theonlyone
who opposes DMK in Delhi

FLASH

Chief Minister Vijay’s speechin Dharapuram

TARAPURAM: “Like
MGRand Jayalalithaa, this
Vijayisthe onlyonewhois
stillopposing DMKin Delhi.
Nowvotingfor DMKand AI-
ADMKisthesame. Theyare
bothone, theyaredisguised
ontheoutside,andbothare
ateam. DMKand ATADMK,
which conspired to prevent
theformation ofa Thaweka
government,shouldbetaught
aproperlesson,”said Chief
Minister Vijayatacampaign
meetingin Tarapuram.
Speakingatanelection
campaign meetingin Tara-
puram, Thawekaleaderand
Chief Minister Vijay said,
“Wearegraduallyfulfilling
the promises madeinthe
shortperiod of Thawekarule.
Sincethedayour governm-
enttookoffice,wehavebeen
ensuring corruption&free
andbribe&freeadministra-
tionwithfulldedication. 717
TASMACshopsnearschools
and places of worship were
closed. Wecreateda Lioness
Task Forcetoensure women’s
safetyand provided 200 units
offreeelectricity.
Furthermore, we have
fulfilled theelection promises
ofexpandingthe breakfast
program from grades 6 to
8, waiving croploans,add-
itionalincentivesfor paddy,
increasingthe purchase price
of milk,and the Thaimaman
GoldRingProgram. The Vetthi
Travel Scheme, where wom-
entravel free on government
buses, 3freecylindersperyear
forwomen,andanincrease
inmedicalinsurance prem-
iumswillbeimplementedin

succession.

Forgetting that
thepeoplevoted for
the TDP to win the
2026 electionsand
sentthe DMK home,
wearestill the Chief
Minister, our family
isstillin power,and
we donothave the
monarchical men-
tality thateveryone
shouldbeslavesunder g
ourfamily.

Weadheretowhat Anna
said: “Gotothepeople,live
with the people” Butweare
notlikethose whoforget An-
naandthe partyhestarted
inhisnameandjoinforces
indirectly,asa proxy,andfor
selfish gain.

Wehave comeinto politics
torepaythedebtofgratitude
tothe people. We will defi-
nitely protect the trust that
thepeoplehaveplacedinus.
We have comeinto politics
because ourreligionisour
religion. Wehave comeinto
politicsbecause webelievein
God,and wehave comeinto
politicsbecause wearenot
againstanyone’sbeliefin God.

Werespectthetrustofthe
people. Thatis why our pol-
icyisasecularsocialjustice
policy,and ourallianceisa
secularsocialjusticevictory
alliance. Letuswishyouaha-
ppy Krishna Jayanti,ahappy
ChristmasandahappyBakrid.
Wearealloneandequal. We
willnotbelikethe DMK, who
disguise themselveslikeothers
andhideinsidetheirhomes.

The DMK General Sec-
retaryhassaid thatduring

the Annaera, people from
ordinary families were fie-
ldedintheelectionsandall
thekings were defeated. That
iswhathappened duringthe
Annaeraandthe MGRera.
Thatiswhathashappenedin
oureratoo. Peoplefromvery
ordinaryfamilies were fielded
intheelectionsand the DMK
kingsand pettykingswerede-
feated. Hehassaid thistruth
while having DMK leaders
onthestage.

The DMK leader speaks
ofmeinthesingularas“he”
and “Ivan”. Earlier, when1
affectionately called Stalin,
who was the Chief Minist-
er, “Uncle’, they asked how
the Chief Minister could be

calledlike this. Nowtheysay
“he”and “Ivan” in the singu-
lar. Leave your favorite party
membersandagentsandlet
them talkaboutmeinader-
ogatorymanner, usingyour
ancestral property, therivers
ofobscenityandslander. Ifyou
talkabout meinaderogatory
manner, peoplewillraise our
standardsand putusabove
them. DMKleader Stalin
will say that we willbow to
theverdictofthepeople,but

Devotees donate golden elephantand
lionvehicles to Kalyana Venkateswara

TIRUPATI: Devotees
from Hyderabad donated
new gold&plated elephant
andlion chariots to the Sri
Kalyana Venkateswara Tem-
pleinKattupatofthe Tirupati
Devasthanamsyesterday.

The Srinivasa Mangapu-
ram Kalyana Venkateswara
Templeunderthe Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam Para-
mariboisveryfamous. Inthis
context,devotees Lakshmi
Reddyand DivyaPriyanka

from Hyderabad handed
over gold&plated elephant
andlion chariots made at
acostofRs.40lakhstothe

. Deputy Administratorofthe

Kalyana Venkateswara Tem-
ple, Varalakshmi, yesterday.
Special pujaswere perfo-

| rmedforthesevehiclesyest-
= erday. Thetempleauthorities
¥ said thattheywillbeusedin

o et

theupcoming Brahmotsava
festivalatthe temple. Assis-
tant Administrative Officer
Gopinath, Superintendent
Rajkumar, priestsand other
officials participatedinthe
event.

Deliveryworkerarrested for stealing cylinders
inBengaluruand selling them in Tamil Nadu

BENGALURU: A private
gascylinderagencyisoperating
in Indira Nagar, Bengaluru.
Onthenight of the 13th, they
loaded 173 empty cylinders
fromthegodownintoavehicle.
Thenextmorning, they were
shocked to find 74 cylinders
missing fromthe vehicle.

Followingthis, themana-
gerofthegas cylinder agency,
Ramesh Kumar, filed a compl-
aintatthe Indira Nagar police
station. A case wasregistered
andthepolice conducted an
investigation. Whenthe CCTV
cameratherewasexamined, it
wasrevealed thatthedelivery
employee, Jayaseelan (64), had
stolen thecylindersinanoth-
ervehicle. Followingthis, the
police conducted asearch at
Jayaseelan’shouseandgodown.
65emptycylindersworthRs.
4.45lakhwerefoundin them.
Thepolice arrested him and

seized Rs. 2.49 lakh in cash
anda4eéwheeler from him.
Inthisregard, IndiraNagar
policesaid, “Jayaseelan, who
worksasadeliveryemployee
atagasagency, stolecylinders
in Bengaluru and sold them
in TamilNadu. “He has sold
cylindersat high pricestoille-
galcylindervendorsintowns
including Hosur, Krishnagiri,
and Dharmapuri. We have
registered a case against him
under4sectionsandareinv-
estigating,”they said.
Murthy (65) hadillegally
storedgas cylindersinama-
keshiftshedinavacantlotin
Payyappanahalli, Bengaluru.
Yesterdayat around 3 pm, three
cylinderssuddenly exploded,
sendingflames 30feethigh. The
shedwas completely destroyed
intheexplosion.
Firefightersrushedtothesc-
eneafterreceivinginformation

andextinguishedthefire. There
were no casualties or injuries
astheareawasuninhabited.
The Payyappanahallipolice
haveregisteredacaseandare
investigating.

hewillnotrespectit. Hewill
planwhatconspiracyhecan
do,whethereven thosewho
shouldnotjoinhandswilljoin
hands. ATADMK, which was
afaction ofthe BJP,hasnow
becomeafactionofthe DMK.
ATADMK doeswhatthe DMK
saysanddoes. Theyareoneand
thesame, theybothhavethe
sameowner. When Godand
thepeoplearewithus,noone
candoanythingtous.
IfMGR andJayalalithaa
plantoformagovernmentin
alliance with the evil DMK,
which they have opposed
allalong, wouldn'titbean
insultto them? Thatis why
Sathyabhama, whowon this
constituency, came with us
asatruedevotee of MGR
andJayalalithaa. Hedid not
jump the party whilehe was
anMLA, heresigned fromhis
postand came with us. They
callthisadonkeyandhorse
bargain. Why dowehavea
bargainwhenthepeoplehave
support? Alltheseslanders
arespreadby DMKand AI-
ADMK. AIADMK supports
DMK. WhenItalkaboutthe
Sarkaria Commissioninthe
Assembly, AIADMK getsangry

andaskswhyareyou
talking. IfInowtalk
aboutwhat AIADMK
., hasbeentalkingabout
= forsomanyyears, that
partygetsangryand
supportsme.

' ‘ Like MGRand
Jayalalithaa, this Vijay
istheonlyonewhois

|| stillopposing DMK

\ likeahawk. MGR’s
supporterswillun-
derstand that very

well. DMK and ATADMK
areplanningtodissolve our
governmentinashort&cut,
butitwill notbe fulfilled. I
willdo good for the people
no matter what. The people
of Dharapuramshould give
meaguarantee. Willyouvote
for DMK? Willyouvote for
ATIADMK, whichbetrayed
MGRandJayalalithaa?
Thepeopleof Konguregi-
onhavestood withMGRand
Jayalalithaa, who opposed
DMK, without considering
casteorreligion, with sincerity
andfeeling. You willalways
stand ontheside oftruth, so
youshould support Sathya-
bhama. Voting for DMKand
ATADMKisthesame. They
areboththesame. Theyare
disguised ontheoutside, but
bothareateam.Sodonotbe-
lieve thelies theytell. DMK
and ATADMK, who conspired
to preventour government
frombeingformed, should
betaughtaproperlesson.
“Thatwastheruleofthe
mother, theruleofthefather,
andnowtheruleofourchildren
ishappening. Thisisthetrue
ruleofthepeople,”hesaid.

“Sivaji Ganesan’sartistic
achievementswill
endureforgenerations”

ay Pukalasalutes

CHENNAL Inapostposted by Chief Minister Vijay, he
said, “Onthebirthanniversaryofactor Thilakam Chevaliye
Sivaji Ganesan, whobroughtthe charactershetookonto
life with hisunparalleled acting skillsand majestic voice,

becametheidol ofthefilmindustryand madeanindelible
markintheheartsof Tamilsaround the world. Iremember

andpaytributetohis greatartisticwork.
Hebroughtallthe characters, fromhistoricalheroesto

mythological figurestothe common people of society, tolife
withhisincredibleacting, makingtherichnessandglory
of Tamilknown to the world through films,andbecoming

amodelforacting.

Actor Thilakam Chevaliye Sivaji Ganesan, whoexpressed

the dimensions ofhuman emotionssuchaslove, affection,
bravery,anger,and sadness through his performances, said,

“Hisartisticachievements will remain the pride of Tamil
soilfor generationstocome.”

Supreme Court Judges Praise
CMiVijay’s Performance

NEW DELHI: During
thehearingofacaserelated
toTamilNaduatthe Supre-
me Court,judgesexpressed
appreciation for the perfor-
mance of Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijay.

A criminal case concern-
ing TamilNaducameup
forhearingbeforeabench
comprising Supreme Court
Judges Sanjay Kumarand
SanjeevSachdeva. Advoca-
teP.Karunakaran,appea-

ringonbehalfofthe Tamil
Nadugovernment, stated,
“Thad previouslyappeared
forthepetitionerinthisca-
se.Now thatIhaveassumed
therole ofagovernment
counsel, theresponsibility
forthiscaseneedstobetra-
nsferredtosomeoneelse. I
requestanadjournmentof
thehearing”
Thejudgesaccepted
thisrequestandagreedto
adjourntheproceedings.

Subsequently, thejudges
remarked,
“Therearestillsome
mattersin TamilNadu
thatneed improvement.
However, weare currently
receiving positivereports
regarding the TamilNadu
ChiefMinister’s performa-
nce. Wearepleased with th-
is” “Iviewthisasrecogniti-
onofthe Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister’s performance,”
saidlawyer Karunakaran.

PMtook awalkthrough of Exhibition showcased atthe Centenary Celebrations
ofthe Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)atBharatMandapam, inNew

Delhi

41infiltrators from Pakistan killed
Afghan government |nformat|on

KABUL: The Afghan
Ministry of Defense has said

that its forces have killed 41 P

peoplewho allegedly infilt-

rated into Afghanistan from |

Pakistan.

Regardingthis, the Afghan [

Ministry of Defensesaid: A e

clashoccurredwhiletrying

to prevent people from ent-
eringthe Kamtesh district
of Nuristan province in the
northeastern part of Afghan-
istan from Pakistan for 3 days
fromlast Sundayto Tuesday.

Ofthese, 41 werekilled by
our forces. Inaddition, 62 were
arrested. Amongthosekilled
werethosewho hadjoinedthe
Islamic State (IS) organization.
Wewillnot allow any party
todisrupt thesecurity of the

CHENNATI: UPItran-
sactionswillbesuspended
inshopstomorrow, Gandhi
Jayanti,saidS. Soundararajan,
presidentofthe Tamil Nadu §
Chamber of Commerceand
Industry.

Inthisregard, heissued

country. Ifsuchan attempt is
made again, astern response
willbe given. This was stated
by the Ministry of Defense.
There was no immediate
comment from Pakistan on
the Afghan security forces’
allegationsthat they infiltr-
atedwith Pakistani support.
Longerstandingissues related

inalldirections continue to
strainrelations between the
two countries.

Itisworth noting that
the UN Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
reported last week that more
than 1,100 civilians have
beenkilledin crosse~border
violence in Afghanistan so

tothemovementofinfiltrators  far this year.

UPI transactionsto be

suspended in shops tomorrow
Councll ofTraders Assomahons announcement

has announcedthataprotest ,',' e

demonstrationwillbeheld

onOctober 7thtocondemn
theanti&businesspolicyofthe
central government, which
imposesafee of more than
Rs.2,000 on UPI transacti-
ons, thereby destroying the
livelihood of traders.
Following the demand
ofthe AllIndia Traders As-
sociation, thismeetinghas

taken an 1mportant decision
asaprecursor to theprotest
and to convey the united
opposition ofthetradersto
the centralgovernmentina
moralway.

OnOctober2, thebirthd-
ayoftheFather of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi, who fought
against foreign goodsand

un)ust taxes,allmerchants
across Tamil Nadu should
suspendalltypesof UPTand
QRcodetransactionsin their
shopsforawholedayandonly
conductcash transactions.
Ithasbeenadvised to put
upanoticeboard toinform
thepublicinthisregard, the
statementsaid.

Evensmall steps taken by women

are essential forsociety
WriterBharathi's commentsatadiscussionevent

CHENNAL:
RatnaBoo-
ksPublishing
Houseandthe
MadrasBook
Cluborganizeda §
launchanddisc- SN
ussionevent for
“The Stoneinthe
Backyard & The
Srirajapuram
Saga,theEnglish /%
translation ofthe
Tamil novel ‘Ranga Nayaki’
byauthor K. Bharathi Ezh-
utiya,at Alwarpet, Chennai
yesterday.

Seniorjournalistand
writer Kavita Muralithar-
anspoketo thetranslator
ofthebook, ProfessorT.
Sriraman,and writer K. Bh-
arathiaboutthenoveland
the charactersinit.

Speakingattheevent,
writer K. Bharathisaid,
“Womenarean essenti-
alpartofahome. Butfor

centuries they have been

silenced. Theirvoiceshave
goneunheardandunhe-
ard. Keepingthisinmind,
Idecided thatitwouldbe
appropriate to give thistitle
tomynovel. Throughout
thisnovel,a ‘stone’ trav-
elsasasilentwitness. Itis
anexcellentmetaphor for
explaining the condition of
women.

Justlikewomen thr-
oughouthistorywholeft
homeandrevolutionized
publiclife, every smallstep

women take within the fa-
milyisvitalandimportant
forsocial progress.

“Becausethose changes
arevery consistent. Itis
thatkind of consistent co-
nsistencythathasbrought
women tothelevelofdev-
elopmenttheyaretoday;,”
shesays.

Translator T. Sriraman
spokeandsaid, “Associati-
ngaworkwithatranslator
islikemarryingoffadau-
ghteryouhaveraised with
lovetoanother family”
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“Wewillfree Punjabfromaddiction”- AmitShah

CHANDIGARH: Speaki-
ngattheconcluding ceremony
ofthe BJP’s Drug&Free Pu-
njab Yatra’in Punjab, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
assured that Punjabwillbe
freefromthe clutchesofdr-
ugsbefore December2029.
Healso criticized the Aam
AadmiPartygovernmentasa
disasterand said thatthe BJP
willface theelectionswiththe
sloganofadrug&free Punjab.

The 13&day pilgrimage,
whichbegan on September 18
fromfourdirections, covered

about4,000kmandreached |~

Jalandharlast Tuesday. The

concluding ceremonyrally

washeldyesterday.

Lakhsofpeopleand famil- A

iesof drugaddictsparticipated

intherallyheld on60acresin F

Jalandhar’s Paragarpur village.
TheIndian Coast Guardand

B

Squad )omtlymtercepted and

5 P that was approaching

| the western Arabian

Seanear Lakshadweep
" onthe25th. About526
kgofdrugswereseized
from the Iranian ship.
Five Pakistaninationals
whowere operatingthe
shipwerearrested. The
valueoftheseized drugs
isestimated tobe more
thanRs. 3,000 crorein

the Gujarat Anti&Terrorism searchedasuspiciousboat thejnternational market.

Enforcement Directorate begins probe into
Rs.100 crore corruption case mvolvmg Anhll Mahesh

CHENNAL: The Chennai
Central Crime Branch police
haveregisteredacaseregar-
dinganalleged Rs 100 crore
fraudinvolving promises to
secure permanentrecognit-
ionfor privateschools. DMK
functionary Arasakumarand
three ofhisrelativeshavebeen
arrestedin connection with
this case.

Thepolicehavealsoimp-
licated former School Educ-
ation Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhiinthecase.Sea-
rcheswere conducted athis

residence and offices,and
the Central Crime Branch
policesummoned him for
questioning.

Thepolicearealsose- |

arching for former DMK
MLA Muthukumarin co-
nnection with the matter.
Amidstthis, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) hasinitiated
aninvestigationintotheRs
100crore corruptionallega-
tionagainstformer Minister
AnbilMahesh.

The ED is conducting
itsinquirybased onthe FIR

registered by the Central
CrimeBranchpoliceagain-
sthimandisexaminingthe
illegaltransactionsinvolved.
Furthermore, the ED pla-
nsto conduct searchesat

premiseslinked to former
Minister AnbilMaheshand
Arasakumar. Theagencyhas
obtained documentsrelated
tothecasefromthe Central
CrimeBranchpolice.

Major Agreement Signed in Chennai: Indiaand
MalaysiaJoin Handsin OmnlBusand Tourism Sectors

CHENNAI: The AllOmni
BusOwners Associationand
the Malaysian Association
of Tour and Travel Agents
(MATTA)signeda Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU)in Chennaitodayto
fosterknowledge exchange
and cooperationin the pass-
enger transportand tourism
sectors.

Theagreementwassigned
byMr. Anbalagan, President
ofthe AllOmniBus Owners
Association,and Mr. Subra-
maniam Punusamy, Hono-

rary Secretary&General of
the Malaysian Association
of Tour and Travel Agents.
Theobjectiveofthisagreeme-
ntistoshareexperiencesand
bestpracticesinareassuch

, #'1 U=
aselectricbuses, chargmg
infrastructure, vehicle ma-
intenance, digitalbooking
systems, passenger safety,
andtrainingfor driversand
technical personnel.

Bothassociations will

for collaborationregardi-
ngtouristbusoperations,
passenger service quality,
visits to technical centers
and manufacturingplants,
and participationinsemi-
narsand trade exhibitions.
— Theagreementprovidesa
collaborative framework
for professional meetings,
technical presentations,and
potential pilot projectsinv-
olvingmembers fromboth
Indiaand Malaysia.

E alsoexplore opportunities

Permission Grantedto Release TET Special
Eligibility TestResults: Madras High Court Order

CHENNALI: The Teachers Recruitment
Board (TRB) conducted aspecial eligi-
bility testlast July for graduate teachers
andmiddleschool headmasters working

ingovernment schools.

Severalindividuals, including P.
Natarajan andN. Selvan from Dharm-
apuridistrict, filed a case in the Madras
High Court seeking an order directing
the TRBto award one grace mark for
each year of their service experience.
The case came up for hearing before Ju-

sticePT. Asha.

Duringthehearing, thegovernment

imposed.

sidestatedthat the Tamil Nadu government
was planningto makeapolicy decision
regarding the reduction of minimum
qualifying marks for the eligibility test
applicableto general categoryteachers.

Acknowledging this, the judge is-
sued an interim order staying the re-
lease of the results of the special eligi-
bility test conducted for the teachers.
Althoughthe petitioners had not made
aspecificrequest for an interim order,
thestay onreleasingtheresultshad been

Subsequently, the Tamil Nadu School

Education Departmentfiled apetition seeki-
ngtheliftingofthestay, statingthat they were
readyfor thefinalhearingofthe main case.
This petition came up for hearingtoday
before Justice MummineniSudheer Kumar.

Acceptingthe governmentsrequest,
thejudge orderedthelifting of the inte-
rimstay and granted permission to the
Teachers Recruitment Board to release
theresults of the special eligibility test.
Furthermore, thejudge adjourned the
main case—filed by teachers seeking

onegracemark for each year of service

experience—tothe 7th ofthe month.

Ban on Loading Graveland M- Sandin
Lorries Wlthout GPS' Effective Today

CHENNATI: The Departm-
entof Geologyand Mininghas
ordered that, effective today,
lorriesnotequipped with GPS
devicesareprohibited fromtra-
nsportinggraveland M&Sand.
Complaintshadarisenregar-
dingthesmugglingofmineral
resourcesfrom TamilNaduto
neighboringstateslike Kerala,
Karnataka,and Telangana.

Mineral resources were
alsobeingexploitedand tra-
nsported within TamilNadu
usingunauthorizedlorries.

To curb this, the Tamil
Nadugovernmenthasim-
plemented anewscheme.
Instructionswereissued requi-
ring GPSdevicestobeinstalled
onlorriestransportingmineral
resources, withadeadlineset
foryesterday. However, the
majority oflorrieshavenot
yetbeen fitted with these de-

ri ’ £

vices; consequently, actlon is
settobetakenagainstthem.
Arumuga Nainar, Joint
Director ofthe Departm-
ent of Geology and Min-
ing, stated the following:
“Lorryownersweregivena
graceperiodtoinstall GPS
devicesto preventtheille-
gal smuggling of mineral
resources.

Thatdeadline expired
yesterday. In Tamil Nadu,
140,0001orries registered

i equippedwith GPSdevices
willbepermittedtoloadand

ransportmineralresources.”
“Noothertrucksarepermi-

. ttedtotransportmaterialssuch

asgranitestones, M&sand, or

3 sand.Immediateactionwill

betakenifthe publiclodges

~ complaints regarding the

~ illegaltransportofmineral

theirintentto transportmi-
neralresources,

yet GPS
deviceshavebeeninstalled
ononly24,000ofthemso far.
Theremaininglorries must
have the devicesinstalled
immediately;otherwise, th-
eirtrip sheets (authorization
documents)willbe cancelled.

Movingforward, mineral
resources cannotbe tran-
sportedinlorries without
authorization. Onlylorries

| resources; hestated.

Yuvaraj, Presidentofthe
TamilNaduSand LorryOwn-
ers Federation, said, “Wewill
fully supportallgovernment
effortstopreventthelooting
of mineral resources.

Instructionshavebeen
issued toinstall GPSdevices
intrucksthatlackthem,and
thisworkis proceedingrapidly.

Incompliancewith court
orders, appropriate measures
mustalsobetakentoinstall
camerasatquarries.”

Local 01.10.2026 OutStation 02.10.2026|

“Let’s create a healthy society that will
come forward to donate blood” - CM Vijay

CHENNALI: ChiefMin-
ister Vijayhasemphasized,
“Letuscommitto creatinga
healthysocietythatisaware
oftheimportance of volun-
taryblood donationamong
thepeopleand donateblood”

Inasocialmediaposton
theoccasion of National Vol-
untaryBlood Donation Day,
Chief Minister Vijay wrote,
“My heartfelt greetings on
National Voluntary Blood
Donation Daytoalltheblood
donorswhosavelivesbydon-

atingbloodvoluntarilyand
upholdthehighestdignity of
humanity! Blood donation
isessential tosavelivesin

varioussituations, including sess—

surgeryandaccidents. Every
drop ofblood we donate not

onlysavesapersonslife, but ,

alsoprotectsthefuturehope -

ofthefamily.

Blooddonorsarethetrue
life&savingambassadors of
society. Theirselflessservice
andnoblehumanityarealways
admirable.

“Letus take this dayto
raiseawarenessamong the
peopleabouttheimportance
ofvoluntaryblood donation

andtocreate ahealthysoc1ety
thatisaware ofblood dona-
tion,” Chief Minister Vijay
emphasized.

“Misrepresentinga woman's tears for political
gain?” - Minister Rajmohan clarifies

CHENNAL: School Ed-
ucation Minister Rajmohan
hasissuedaclarification
regardingacontroversythat
aroseduringanelection
campaignin Dharapuram,
statingthatitisdeeplydistr-
essingtoseeawomanstears
misrepresented forpolitical
reasons.
Speakingtoreporterson

thematter,hesaid, “During
theDharapuram campaign
attendedbythe ChiefMini-
ster,Imerelytold candidate
Sathyabhama, “The pub-
lichasbeenwaitingsince
morning,and Vijayisalso
waiting; please wrap up your
speech quickly’ Itisdistre-
ssingtoseeawoman'stears
misrepresented for political

reasons. Istronglycondemn
makingsuchstatementswi-
thoutanyfactualbasis. The
organizershadinformed me
thattimewasrunningout
while Arunrajwasspeaking,
andtheyconveyedthesame
tomewhen Sathyabhama
wasspeaking.Iswearonmy
motherthatlaskedherto
finish quicklyonlybecause

thepublicwaswaitinginthe
heat.Itiscertainthat TVK
willwintheby&election.
TheTVKallianceisawinn-
ingallianceforsecularism
andsocialjustice. TVK
leader Vijayandtheleaders
ofthealliancewillmeetand
discussbeforemakingade-
cisionregardingjoiningthis
alliance”

High Court's Stern Order to Curb Reckless Speeding
of Private Buses on the Madurai- Theni Route

MADURAL: Reckless speed-
ingbyprivate buses has become
ATecurringissueacrossvarious
routes. Highe»speed private
buses are causing numerous
accidents on routes such as
Coimbatoree~Pollachi, Sale-
me-Attathur, Maduraic~Theni,
and Tirunelvelie»Nagercoil.
While hearing a case regar-
dingaccidentsin Theniand
Madurai, High Court judges
questioned District Collecto-
rsabout thenumber of radar
camerasinstalled on highw-
aystomonitorvehicle speeds.
Privatebuses oftenspeed exces-
sivelyto meet scheduled timing
requirementsat bus terminals.
Busestravel at breakneck speeds
onroutesincluding Coimbato-
re¢~Pollachi, Saleme>Attathur,
Saleme»Dharmapuri, Erod-
e&»Salem, Coimbatoree>Tiru-
ppur, MaduraiéParamakudi,
Maduraié>Theni, Dindigu-
lé~Palani, Dindigule>Trichy,
Cuddalore¢*Kallakurichi,and

Nagercoile>Tirunelveli.
Therearewidespread co-
mplaintsthat such speeding
leads to numerous accidents.
Advocate Praveen Kumar, a
resident of Ezhumalaivillagein
the Peraiyur Taluk of Madurai
district, filed a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) petition at the
Madurai Bench ofthe Madr-
as High Court regardingthis
matter. The petition stated,
“Ipracticeasalawyer at the
Madurai High Courtandre-
gularlyvisitmy nativevillage
onceaweek.
Whiletravelingon the Ma-
durai¢>Theni highway, [ have
observed that private buses
operating between Madurai
and Thenidrive at dangero-
usly high speeds. This leads to
frequent accidentsand signi-
ficantloss oflife on thisroute.
Fifteen private buses operate
daily at scheduled intervals
alongroutes connecting Ma-
duraito Theni, Cumbum,

Kumily, Bodinayakanur, and
Devaram. Drivenbythe motive
of maximizing profits, these
private buses compete daily
withgovernment buses. Ithas
become arecurringissue for
themtoendanger passengers’
livesby drivingrecklessly at high
speedsandusingloud horns.
Consequently, Iobtained inf-
ormationregardingaccidents
onthe MaduraiéTheniroute
underthe Right to Information
(RTI) Act.
Thedatarevealsthat over
460vehicle accidents occur-
red onthe Theni¢*Madurai
highway between 2018 and
2026. Whileittypically takes
45 minutes to cover the 39¢-
kmstretchbetween Theniand
Usilampatti, private buseson
thisroutecompletethejourney
injust 30 minutes. To curbthis,
authorities should beordered
tomandatethe installation of
speedgovernorsineveryprivate
bus, ensurestrict monitoring,

andinstall camerasalongthe
route.” The case came up for he-
aringyesterday before Justices
C.V. Karthikeyan and Sakthivel
ofthe Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court.

Intheorderissued atthe
time, the judges directed the
District Collectors of Madu-
raiand Theni, alongwith the
regionaltransport officials of
thesedistricts, to submit details
regardingthe number of auto-
maticspeedé~detection radar
camerasand speedeédisplay
systems installed on nation-
aland state highways. They
werealso orderedto provide
particulars concerningthe
governmentand private buses
operatingon the Madurai¢~Th-
eniéBodie»CumbumeKumily
and Devaram routes, as well
asthenames of the operators
runningthese buses. Having
issued these directions, the
judgesadjournedthe hearing
tothe 12th.

IndianPilot’s Gripping Account: Fighting to Save
1741sraeli Passengers Despite Being Stabbed

MUMBALI: A gripping
accounthasemerged from
anIndian pilot who fought
tosavethelivesof174Israeli
passengersafterbeingstabbed.
Afiercealtercation broke out
mid&air between the pilots of
Flydubaiflight FZ1073, whi-
chhaddeparted from Dubai
bound for Tel Aviv, Israel.

The co&pilot,anational
of Oman, suddenlystood up
andviciouslyattacked the ca-
ptain—an Indian pilotnamed
Smith Machar—stabbing
himwithaknife. Despite his
stabwounds, Machar fought
bravelyand managedtoopen
the cockpitdoor. Fellowpa-
ssengersand crew members
immediately rushedin, sub-

duedthe co&pilot,and tied
himupwitharope.
Thisactionthwartedaplot
todestroytheaircraft, saving
thelivesofall 174 passeng-
ers. Captain Smith Machar,
whowasincommandofthe
flight,isan Indian national
hailing from the Ghatkopar
Eastareaof Mumbai; hehad
beenlivingin Dubaifor wo-
rk.Inanearlierinterview, he
hadenthusiastically shared
detailsabouthisjourneyand
hisdream ofbecomingapilot.
Hementioned thatworking
intheaviationindustrywas
notachildhood dream of
his;instead,hehad assumed
hewouldeventuallyjointhe
familybusiness—agarment

trade.

Consequently; after finis-
hingschool, Macharenrolled
inatextileengineering course.
Itwasonlyafter completing
hisdegreeand while pursuing
amanagementcourse thathe
consideredbecomingapilot.
Hewas19yearsoldwhenhe
decidedhewanted tofly, but
his mother was opposedto
theidea, fearing for hissafe-
tyeventhen. Thisisbecause

thereisavastdifferencebetw-
eentheaviationsectortoday
andhowitwas 17 yearsago;
backthen,onerarelyheard
of peoplebecomingpilots,
afactthatfilled hismother
withapprehension.
Flyingitselfalsomadeher
fearful. Nevertheless, Machar’s
father raised noobjectionsto
hisdecisiontobecomeapilot;
Macharstated thathisfather
acceptedithappily.
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