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Maduranthakamand Dharapuram
Campaigning EndsTomorrow in Constituencies

CHENNALI: By&elections
forthe Maduranthakamand
Dharapuram constituencies
are scheduled for the 6th.
Afive&cornered contest is
unfoldingin these electio-
ns. Leadershave campedin
both constituenciesandare
conductingvigorouselection
campaigns. Campaigningco-
ncludestomorrow (Sunday)
at5PM.

Againstthisbackdrop,
Chief Minister Vijay, DMK
leader M.K. Stalin,and AI-
ADMK General Secretary
EdappadiPalaniswami co-
nductedintense campaigns
viaroadshows yesterday.
ChiefMinister Vijayheldaro-
adshowyesterdayinsupportof
Maragatham Kumaravel, the
TVK candidate contestingin
theMaduranthakam constitu-
ency. Hesetoutbycarfromhis
Neelankarairesidenceat 1 PM
andreceived an enthusiastic
welcomeallalongtheroute.
Cadresgatheredonbothsides
oftheroad expressed theirjoy
byshoweringflowersonthecar
inwhich Vijaywastraveling.

Chief Minister Vijay
began hisroadshowat2:30
PM from the Mamandur

junction. Standinginan op-
en&top van, he canvassed
forvotesamongthe public.
Subsequently, large crowds
gathered atthe Pukkathu-
rai, Pazhayanur, and Pad-
alamjunctionsto give him
an enthusiastic welcome.
ChiefMinister Vijay stopped
hisvehicleformembersofthe
publicwho werewaiting with
giftsand graciouslyaccepted
their offerings.
Theypresented him with
itemssuchasa*Sengol* (cer-
emonial sceptre), deityidols,
imagesdepictingMGRblessing
him,a*Vel* (spear),and flower
bouquets. Crowdsofpeople
flocked in wavesto see Chief
Minister Vijayashe campai-
gnedinanopen&topvehicle,
undeterred bythescorching
sun;heexpressed hisdelight
bywhistlingatthe gathering.
He canvassed for votesat40
locations, including Janakip-
uram, Karunguzhi, Ayyanar
KovilJunction, Mambakkam,
MuthukaraiJunction, Melm-
aruvathur Temple Junction,
Saravambakkam Junction,

LeadersIntensify Vote- Seeklng Efforts

Keezh Athivakkam,
Elapakkam, Melac-
heri,and Thandalam.
AtL.Endathur, hestop-
pedhisvehicle,stepped
out,andhadteaata
localshop. Hesatwith
thevillageeldersand
conversed with them
forawhile, tellingthe
shopkeeperthatthe
teawasexcellent.
IntheKiliyanagar }
area, hestopped his ve- s
hicle, stepped out,and
inspected thenearby
farmlands. Healso can-
vassed forvotesamong
thewomen presentin
thearea. Inthe Sembo-
ondiarea, hereceived petitions
containingrequestsfromdi-
ferently&abled individuals.
IntheRamapuramarea, plo-
ughing work wasunderway
inafield,and ayoungman
wasdrivingatractor. Upon
seeingthis, the ChiefMinis-
terstepped outofhisvehicle
and walked over to thefield.
Seeingthe ChiefMinister, the
young man climbed down

By
fromthetractor.
Vijay patted him on the
shoulder, then climbed onto
thetractorand droveithimself.
Inthe Aanaikkunnamarea, he
stepped outofhisvehicleand
wentdoor&to&doortocanvass
forvotes. Women performed
*Aarthi* forhim;accepting
this gesturewithasmile, the
Chief Minister reciprocated
by performing*Aarthi* for
thosewhohadhonoredhim.

vt

Presidential Assentfor
Gujarat’s Unlform CivilCode

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat Uniform Civil Co-
deBill, which providesfor |
acommonsetoflegal rules
regarding civil matters for

peopleofallreligions, was :’?’V’
passedbythe Gujarat Legi-

slative Assembly on March =

tothe President forassent. £

President Droupadi
Murmu has granted her
approval totheBill,and a
notification regarding this
hasbeen published in the
Gujarat Government Gazette.

Thenotification states that
the Actwill comeinto force
onadatetobedecidedbythe
state government.

This Actwill regulate ci-

|
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vilmatterssuchasmarriage,

divorce,inheritance,andliv-
e&inrelationships. Itapplies
to the entire population of
Gujaratas well as to Gujar-

atisresidingin other states.
However,

tribal communities fall-
ingunder Article 342 of the
Constitutionand certain gro-
upsprotectedunderthe21st
Schedule ofthe Constitution
havebeenexempted fromthe
provisionsofthis Act.

Registration of marriage
within 60 daysofthe ceremony
ismandatory. While thislaw
hasalreadybeenimplement-
edin Uttarakhand,ithasnow
comeinto effectin Gujarat
aswell.

Relianceto Invest31 Lakh Crorein
AndhraPradesh: Anant Ambani

MADANAPALLE:
Anant Ambaniannounced
that Reliance Industri-
esplanstoinvest31lakh
crorein AndhraPradesh.
Thefoundation&layingcer-
emonyfortheRayalaseema
Horticulture Centreandthe
IndianSchool of Agricul-
turetook placeyesterday
in Madanapalle, Andhra
Pradesh. Anant Ambani,
Executive Director of Rel-
ianceIndustriesand son of
Mukesh Ambani, participated
intheevent.

Speakingatthe gather-
ing, hestated that Reliance
Industriesintendsto invest
Z1lakh crorein thestate.
Elaboratingon this, hesaid:
“Our farmers, whoensureIn-

dia'sfood security,arenowalso
securingthenation’senergy
needs. Theyarehelpingbuild
anIndiathatisself&reliantin
energy production. Therefore,
RelianceIndustriesthanksthe
stategovernment for providing
the opportunitytoinvestI1
lakh croreinsetting up com-

pressed biogas plants
in Andhra Pradesh.
Thisinitiativewill create
new opportunities for
farmersandboostthe
state’sjourney towards
greenenergy.

The compressed
biogas plants will ge-
nerateover 3lakhjobs
and contribute more
than360,000 crorein
revenue to the state
inthe coming years.
Reliancehasbeeninvesting
ingreenenergy projectsin
Rayalaseemaand exploring
opportunitiesintheadvanced
manufacturingsector.

Accordingto state gover-
nmentdata, AndhraPradesh
hasapproved 388 mega&p-

rojectssince June2024. The
investmentcommitments for
theseprojectsexceedT14lakh
croreand have the potential
to create employmentforap-
proximately 11lakhpeople”
Aboutone&third ofthese
investmentsare directed tow-
ardstheRayalaseemaregion.

Anant Ambanistated that
the Reliance Group would
continueto supporttheSc-
hool of AgricultureinIndia
through the state’s strategic
investments, digital capab-
ilities, technical expertise,
andindustry partnerships.
Itisnoteworthythat Anant
Ambanirequested Andhra
ChiefMinister Chandrababu
Naidutoaccepthimasason
of Andhra.

Starting at 2:30PMand conti-
nuinguntil6:30 PM, hespent
fourhoursmeetingthe public
whilestandinginhisvehicle.
He concluded hiselection
campaignon Theradi Street.

M.K. Stalin's Roadshow
TosupportSuganya, the DMK
candidatecontestingfromthe
Dharapuram constituency
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in Tiruppur district, party |

leader M.K. Stalin condu-
ctedaroadshowyesterday,
starting from the Amarav-
athistatuein Dharapuram.
Hetraveledadistanceofap-
proximately twokilometers,
passing throughkeyareas
including Dharapuram’s Pe-
riyaKadai Veethi (Big Bazaar

%

Street) and Pookadai
Veethi (Flower Mark-
- | etStreet). DMK cadres
_# gavehimanenthusiastic
welcome, showeringhim
withflowersallalongthe
route. Duringtheroads-
how,M.K. Stalinstepped
| down fromhisvehicleto
canvass forvotesamong
thegathered publicand
M accepted giftsoffered by
partycadres.
' Abriefcommotion
ensuedwhen cadrestossed
balloonstowards M.K.
Stalin. Duringthe proces-
sion,hesuddenlystepped
downfromhisvehicleand
visitedanearbygrocery
store, whereheinquiredabout
the prices of commodities.
Speakingonthe occasion,
M.K. Stalin noted that the
pricesofessentialgoodshad
risensignificantly compared
tofourmonthsago,leavingthe
publicstrugglingtomanage
dailyhousehold cookingex-

penses. Heremarked, “Will
watching ‘Reels’ fill people’s
stomachs?” Hefurther pointed
outthatwhile GST revenueis
risingacrossIndia, TamilNadu
hasbeenwitnessingadecline
overthepastthree months.
EdappadiPalaniswami
Party General Secretary Edap-
padiPalaniswamicampaigned
vigorouslyyesterdayto garner
supportfor Banumathi, the
ATADMK candidate for the
Dharapuram constituency.
Around8PM, hesetoutona
roadshowinavehiclefromthe
ATADMK election campaign
officein Dharapuram.
Traveling from Udum-
alpetRoad via Alangiyam
Roadacrosstheentiretown
of Dharapuram, hereceived
anenthusiasticwelcomefrom
party cadres wholined the
routeand showered himwith
flowers; someeven tookselfies
withhim. Theroadshowcon-
cluded near the Annastatue
in Dharapuram, followed by
apublicmeeting. Edappadi
Palaniswami participated
andspokeatthisevent.

The Pr|n0|pal Secretarytothe Prime Mlnlster DrP.K.Mishra atthePIenary Session1 tltled “AWorId Prlced
forRisk”atthe 5th edition of Kautilya Economic Conclave (KEC)-2026,inNew Delhi.

Shocking details revealed duringinterrogation of
Omani co-pilotregardingattempted planecrash

TEL AVIV: Shocking
information has emerg-
ed duringtheinterrogati-
onofan Omanico&pilot.
A group of Israeli tourists
had visited Dubai for sigh-
tseeing. Upon completing
their trip, theyboarded an
Emirates&affiliated flydu-
bai’ flightto return home.
TheBoeingaircraftdeparted
from Dubai International Ai-
rport,boundfor Ben Gurion
International Airportin Tel
Aviv,Israel, last Wednesday.
Morethan 180 people wereon
board,including 174 Israeli
passengers (amongthem 27
children)andtheflightcrew.

The flight was opera-
ted by an Indian captain,
Smith Machar, assisted
by an Omani co&pilot.
Twoandahalfhoursintothe
flight, having crossed the Saudi
Arabianborder, theaircraft
wascruisingathigh speedat
analtitude of 33,000 feet over
Jordanianairspace.

Itwasthenthataterrif-

yingand unexpectedincid-
entoccurredinthe cockpit.
The Omanico&pilotsuddenly
stood up, produced asmall
concealed knife, and vicio-
uslyattacked Captain Smith
Machar. After seizing control
oftheaircraftfromthe capt-
ain—whohad collapsedina
poolofblood—theruthless
co&pilotplottedtokillallthe
passengersby carryingouta
suicideattack.

Intendingto crash the pl-
aneintothegroundandcause
anexplosion, hesteered the
aircraftintoasteep, vertical
descent, dropping 14,000 feet
injust30seconds. Terrified
bytheprospectofdeath, the
170Israelipassengersscrea-
medinpanic.

Flight attendants scr-
eamed, unaware of what
was transpiringinside the
cockpit. Despite beinginju-
red, Captain Smith Machar
struggled fiercely along-
side the co&pilottobring
theaircraftunder control.

Simultaneously, a distress
signal was transmitted from
theplane. Israelisoldiersand
fellow pilotsonboard were
alerted. When the captain
opened the cockpitdoor,
theyimmediately rushed
in,subdued theattacker,and
tiedhimup witharope. The
aircraft subsequently made
asafeemergencylandingat
Tabuk Airportin Saudi Arabia.
TheIndian pilot, Machar, was
taken for medical treatment,
while the Omani co&pilot
wasarrested. Intensivein-
terrogation of the co&pilot
regarding theincidentis
underway, revealing seve-
ral shocking details. Israe-

limediareportedthatthe
co&pilothadbeen subjected
tothe forcefulimposition
of Al&Qaedaideologies.
Effortshadbeen madetorecr-
uithiminto the organization,
involving multiple meetings
withreligiousleaders.
Heharbored viewsasso-
ciated with terrorism; cons-
equently, hehad previously
beenbanned from flying.
These details came tolight
regardinghisearlier stayin
Syria. Instead of returning
toOman, hehad remained
inSyriaforanextendedpe-
riod, cultivating ties with
terroristsand fallingunder
theirinfluence.
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— Expectedhelpwillbereceivedat the right
time. Youwill gain therespect of thosearound
youwith clear decisions. Partnersinbusiness
willbe flexible. You will maintain peaceinthe

office. Accept theadvice of your superiors.

Youwillcompletesomeworkbyactingin (7@ 0
atimelymanner. Your speechwill gain valuein
thefamily. Old goods willbesold in business.
Youwillgettheexpectedloanassistance.
Avoidinterferingintheaffairsofothersinthe

office.

There maybeworriesand expenses regarding
your daughter’smarriage. Givein to the family
andleave. There willbeanger. Youwill struggleto
collectold debtsinbusiness. Justbein the office
anddoyourjob.

& |

Yourhandwillberaised in the family.
Oldfriendswill comeseeking yourhelp. Your
mother’smedical expenseswill decrease. New
goodswillarriveinbusiness. Donotignorethe
adviceofyour partners. There willbearisein
your career.

Theresentmentyou felttowardsyourrela-
‘tiveswill goaway. Theaffection of your children
-willincrease. Youwill controlunnecessary

expensesfromyour father. Youwillhave tomeet
important personalitiesinbusiness. Youwill get
recognition foryourhard workin the office.

¢

Youwillbeencouraged bythefriendship ofanew
person. Youwill meetold friends unexpectedly.
@@ Youwillspendalotofmoneyonrenovatingand
‘ ‘ expandingyourancestralhome. Anon-
religious person will help. Youwillmake

good profitsinbusiness. Your superiors will
supportyouintheoffice.

Youwillmake friends with celebrities.
Youwill findimportantsolutions to problems
related toancestral property. You will receive
benefits from the government. Your mother’s
healthwillbestable. Youwill try to expand
your business. You will complete your workin
theoffice quickly.

Youwillstruggle to complete the planned ¥
work. Therewillbe expensesand hasslesrelated
tosiblings. Itisbetter tobe considerate of your ({#
neighbors. Theworkload willincreasein the
office. Your superiors will appreciate you. Do
notmakehasty decisionsinbusiness.

Unexpected encounterswilloccur. There
willbe peaceinthe family. Childhood friends will
help. Youwill fulfill the wishes of your sibling. You
willmake efforts to expand your business. Donot

complainaboutanyonein the office.

Therewillbehappinessinthefamily. You & =%
willsetadate foranauspiciousevent that was
beingpostponedathome. Anelderbrother will
help. Youwill getyour vehiclerepaired. Dues
willbecollectedinbusiness. Itisbetter toavoid
argumentsattheoffice.

Youwillbuy expensive things. You will
guideyour childrenonanewpath. Yourin-
laws will comelooking for you. Youwill attract
customersbyusingnew strategiesinbusiness.
Youwillgetapromotionin theoffice.

Your personalitywillincrease. Yourhand
inthe familywillbelifted. Conflicts with your
spousewill disappear. Studentswillbeenthu-
siastic. Anger will disappear. Business willheat
upandbe profitable. Thedocument you were
looking forinthe office willappear.

Government hospitals can
handle 6.31lakh deliveries
peryear: Minister Arunraj

CHENNALI: Inthisregard, hesaidinastatementreleased
yesterday: “Sincethe maternaluncle wearsagoldring,allthe
peoplewillcometo the governmenthospital to give birth”

Therefore, when thereisashortage of medical staffin

governmenthospitals,how can theincreasingnumber of

patientsbetreated? Nothinghasbeen donetostrengthen
medicalinstitutionsandincrease the number of medical staff.

DMK Medical Secretary Dr. Ezhilan said that the Tamil
NaduPublic Health System has made progressin maternal
and child health care through continuous financialalloca-
tionsand extensive welfare programs. Ofthe totalnumber
ofbirthsin Tamil Nadu from2015&16t02025&26,9.47

lakhbirthstook placein2015&16, thehighestnumber. Of

these, 6.311akh deliveriestook placein governmenthosp-
itals. However, the total number of deliveries in 2025&26
decreasedto7.801lakh. Ofthese, 4.151akh deliveries took
placeingovernmenthospitals.

When comparing the totalnumber of deliveriesin Ta-
milNaduin2025&26, itisclear that governmenthospitals
havethe capacitytohandleupto6.311lakh deliveriesinthe
comingyears,compared to the statistics of previous years.

In Tamil Nadu, the number of obstetricians, nurses,
andinfrastructureneededtohandle deliveriesin govern-
menthospitalshasnotonlyincreased, butalso decreased.
Inaddition, 130 special cesarean centersare operational.

Ofthese,Rs.25croretoRs. 50 crore have been spenton
improving the comprehensive emergencymaternityand
child careservicesto makethemavailable24hoursaday.

Thematernaluncle’sgold ring schemehasincreased the
number of deliveries taking placein governmenthospitals,
and the number of medical staffand equipmentrequired
tohandleitissufficientin governmenthospitals, he said.

CHENNAIL TVKisset
toparticipateinthe INDIA
bloc meetingbeingheldin
Chennaiundertheleader-
ship ofthe Congress party.
Oppositionpartieshavebeen
accusing ChiefElection Co-
mmissioner Gyanesh Kumar
ofactingunilaterallyduring
thespecialintensive revision
of the electoral rolls and of
arbitrarilyremovingalarge
number of voters.

Inthis context,the Aam
AadmiParty (AAP)andva-
rious student organizatio-
ns—such as the Students’
Federation of India (SFI),
the National Students’ Union
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ofIndia (NSUI),and the All
India Students’ Federation
(AISF)—hadannounced pl-
anstostageaprotestatJantar
Mantarin Delhion Gandhi
Jayanti,demanding Gyanesh
Kumar’sresignation; how-
ever, they werearrested for

Y.

attemptingto protestwithout
permission.

Against thisbackdrop,
aconsultative meeting of
the INDIA bloc parties is
scheduled to take placein
Chennaitoday to discuss
holdinga protest condem-

Trump “nearly $100” checks

will be sentto 20 million seniors

WASHINTON : US Pre-
sident Donald Trump anno-
unced late on Friday that he
will distribute nearly USD
100to 20 million senior citi-
zensnationwide, markinghis
latest initiative to offer direct
cashpaymentsto Americans.

The White House publis-
hed details outlining Trump’s
planonits official website,
notingthat the majority of
qualifyingseniors will obtain
thedistributionvia direct de-
positsvalued at USD 90early
in October. Individualslacking
direct deposit arrangements
will be mailed a physical ch-
eque duringthe sameperiod,
dispatchedtotheresidential
addresses officially logged
with Medicare, accordingto
theadministration. Reveal-
ingtheinitiative late at night
viahissocial media platform

Truth Social, the US President
stated, “My Administration
will, immediately, begin sen-
ding ‘Checks’of nearly $100to
over 20 MILLION wonderful
Seniorsto help pay for their
Medicare Part Bpremiums.”
He further remarked,
“This money will come from
the Medicare Improvement
Fund, a pointless ‘Slush Fu-
nd’that has only been used
by Dumocratsin Congress
to pay for the Waste, Fraud,
and Abuse.” While Trump is
notontheballot, Republic-
an candidates anticipate a
challengingelectoral battle
against Democratsin the
upcoming November midte-
rmsamidwidespread public
frustration over the adverse
economic consequences of
Trump’s conflict with Iran on
domestic finances.

InhisFridayeveningsocial
mediapost, the US President
added, “I pledged to protect
and preserve Medicare and
Social Security, which were
onthevergeof RUIN by Joe
Biden, who foolishly and ma-
liciously let tens of millions of
Illegal Aliens into our Count-
ry, and we are doingjust that
for America’s Seniors. This
isseparate from the equally
substantial Refund ‘Checks’
wearesendingto One Million
Americans who were overch-
arged for their Unaffordable
Care Actplans by Joe Biden.”

Trump asserted that fulf-
illing this cheque distribution
should convincevotersthat the
promised USD 5,000 “Trump
Dividend”would materialise
ifthe GOPsecures victory.

This announcement fo-
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TVKto Participatein INDIA Bloc
Meeting for the First Time

ning ChiefElection Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Leadersfrom INDIA bloc
parties—includingthe Co-
ngress, VCK, Left parties,
Muslim League,and MD-
MK—willparticipatein this

~ consultative meeting, which

isscheduledfor11:00 AMat
SathyaBhavanin Chennai.
Notably, TVK will be part-
icipatinginan INDIA bloc
consultative meeting for the
firsttime.
Reportsindicatethat Ad-
hav Arjunaand Maria Wilson
willrepresent TVK at this
meeting, which calls for the
removal of Gyanesh Kumar.

Trump’sdeclaration that his
administration would disb-
urse USD 5,000to every US
citizen should Republicans
preserve their majority in
Congress, aproposalthat has
provoked bipartisan criticism,
though several congressional
Republicans have expressed
support. Trump’s Republican
Party presently maintainssl-
endermajorities across both
the Senate and the House of
Representatives, though his
publicapprovalratings have
suffered amidvoter dissatis-
factionwithescalatingliving
costsdriven by the USeIsraeli
military campaign against Ir-
an, which hassharply elevated

llows closely on the heels of petroleumandenergyprices.

6arrested for extorting money by
showing snakes onatrainin Bihar

PATNA : The Janseva
Expresstrain, which runs
under the Sonpur division

oftheEast Central Railwayin

Bihar, departed from Chhapra
railway station yesterday. At
thattime, agroup of people
whoboardedthe general co-
mpartment showed snakes
and demanded moneyfrom
the passengers.

Inthisregard, ontheco-
mplaintofsome passengers,

! theRailwayProtection Force

policeconductedasearchin
the publiccompartments of
thetrain. Atthattime, itwas

[ found that 6 people were

£ extorting money from the

passengersbyshowingthem
snakes. Followingthis, all6
peoplewerearrested.

‘Spotfine’ forvehlcleswolatmg rulesllke vehicles without
numberplatesand veh|cIeSW|th3passengersfromtoday

CHENNALI: Chennai Po-
lice Commissioner Amalraj
istakingaseries of measures
topreventroadaccidentsin
Chennaicityand reduce the
number of fatalities due to
accidents.

Inthissituation, Chennai
Traffic Police Commissioner
Chamundeswarihasorde-
red to intensify theaction
to detectviolationson the
spotand impose finesim-
mediately.

Accordingly, for the next
10days, trafficpolice willbe
closelymomtormg Chenn- _
ai’s mainroads, congested
areasand accident&prone

willbe taken againstdriver
whoviolate trafficrules.In
particular, thosewho drive
vehicles withoutanumber
plate or withanumber plate
attached contrarytotheru-

—

areas. Immediate action &

againstthosewhoridethree

driviné, thosewhodriveat
les. The police have decided peopleonabike,thosewho highspeed,andthosewho
tomonitorand takeaction donotwearseatbeltswhile violatesignalrules.

TN government completely suspends collection of
outstandmgcropIoansfromcooperatlvesocletles

CHENNATI: The Coo-
peratives Departmenthas

announced thatthecollection =
ofoutstanding croploansfr-

omcooperativesocietieshas
been completelysuspended. =

Inapressreleaseissued
bythe Cooperative Depar-
tment, it was stated that the
collectionof outstandingcrop
loansreceived byfarmersfrom
cooperativesocietieshasbeen
temporarily suspended. The
notificationtothiseffecthas

it Mg
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beensentbytheRegistrar of
CooperativeSocietiesto the
Zonal Registrarsand Man-
aging Directors of District
Central Cooperative Banks
throughacircular,andall
cooperative societies have

L

alreadybeen instructed
~ to comply without fail
andisbeingmonitored.
Inthissituation, the-
rehavebeen complaints
= from some farmersthat

£ | theyaretryingtocollect
their outstanding crop
loans over the phone. Th-
erefore,itisbroughttothe
attention ofall farmersthat
the collection of outstanding
croploansreceivedbyfarmers
incooperativesocietieshas

been completelytemporarily
suspended. Furthermore, it
isstated thatifanyfarmeris
contactedbythecooperative
societyregardingthe collect-
ionofoutstandingcroploans,
theycanfileacomplainton
theofficial grievanceredre-
ssalnumber of the coopera-
tivedepartment, WhatsApp
number9884000845,along
with themobilenumber co-
ntactedandthe detailsofthe
cooperative society.
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Missile attack onship
carrying5Indiansin Strait
ofHormuz; tensionsrise

A missile attack on a shi p carryi-
ng five Indians in the Strait of Hormuz
has sparked tension. The vessel, the MT
Kazimah III, was transportingoil and
flying the Kuwaiti flagwhen itwas at-
tacked. Although the ship caught fire
during the incident, the five Indian crew
members on board were safely rescued.
Tensions persist inWest Asiadue to the
conflict between Iranand the United Sta-
tes. Inretaliation for US attacks, Iran
has restricted trafficin the Straitof
Hormuz, disruptingglobal oil supplies.
Iranhas alsobeen targeting vessels that
pass throughwithout prior authorization.
Meanwhile, an abnormal situation pre-
vails in the Strait of Hormuz region as
the USmaintains ablockade on Iranian
ports. Amidst this, the attack on the Ku-
waiti&flagged oil tanker MT Kazimah III
occurred. While the ship caught fire, the
five Indian crewmembers were safely resc-
ued; the Indian Embassy in Oman confirmed
this information. A statement issued by
the embassy noted that an operationwas
carriedout to rescue the five Indians
from the MT Kazimah III, which had been
struck by amissileinthe Strait of Ho-
rmuz, and that all five have been safely
brought ashore. “We express our gratitude
to the Omani officialswho supported the
rescue operation,” the statement read.
The vessel, sailingunder the Kuwaiti
flag, had been transporting crudeoil to
the port of Lomé in Togo.

The IndianMinistry of External Affairs
iscurrentlymaintaining close surve-
illance regarding the safety of Indian
seafarers across key maritime routes,
including the Persian Gulf. Amidst the
prevailing tensions inWest Asia, the
rescue operation for the Indian seafarers
was swiftly coordinated as Indiaclosely
monitors the situation in the region.
The Ministry of External Affairs rec-
ently stated that approximately 4,500
Indian seafarers are employed onvessels
operatinginthe Gulf region. Addressing
the 81st session of the United Nations
General Assembly, External Affairs Mi-
nister Jaishankar voiced India’s con-
cerns regarding this issue. He stated
that attacks on commercial vessels in the
Gulf, Red Sea, and Black Sea regions—and
the resulting Toss of Indian 11'ves—are
Komp] etely unacceptable.

"Drug cartel IeaderNavpreet
Singh, deported from Turkey,
imprisoned” - Amit Shah

NEW DELHI: Amit
Shahhasannouncedthat
Navpreet Singh, thelea-
derofadrugtrafficking
ringthatsmuggled nar-
coticsfrom Afghanistan .
toIndia, hasbeen depor- 4
ted from Turkeyto India.
InapostonX (formerly
Twitter) regarding this,
Union Home Minister
AmitShah stated, “Navpreet Singh, akeyleader ofadrug
trafficking cartel,hasbeen deported from TurkeytoIndia.

With this, the Modigovernme nthasachieved ahisto-
ricmilestone. Navpreet Singh, whohad obtained Turkish
citizenship using thealias ‘Nawab Virk, wasinvolved in
the continuous smuggling ofheroin and methamph-
etamine from Afghanistan to India. Our investigative
agencies overcame numerous obstaclestolocate him,
expose his trueidentity, and secure his deportation.
Navpreet Singh wasbroughtto Indiatoday (Saturday) and
hasbeenimprisonedtofacechargesrelatedtodrugtraffic-
kingand other offenses.

Congratulationstoalltheagenciesthat contributed to this
success. The Modigovernmentis committed to eradicating
everydrugtrafficking cartelby December2029.” Navpreet
Singh,anative of Amritsar, Punjab,hadbeenakeyfigureinthe
drugtraffickingnetwork. Navpreet Singh wasawanted suspect
inacaseinvolvingaheroinseizure worth 1,000 crorein2021.
While eleven members of his gang—who smuggled
narcoticsinto India from abroad—had alreadybe-
enarrested, hehasnowalso been taken into custody.
Itisexpected thatfurtherarrests may followasaresultof
theinterrogation of Navpreet Singh.
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NEW DELHI: Admiral
Samuel ] Paparo, Com-
manderofthe US Pacific
Command,landedinIndia
onSaturdaytoundertakea
six&dayofficial visitaimed
atbolsteringtheIndia&US
Major Defence Partnership
andintensifying militar-
y&to&military collabor-
ation.

Throughouthisitiner-
aryspanning October 3 to
8,Paparoissettoholdtalks
withsenior officialsrepres-
enting the Ministry of Def-
enceandtheIndian Armed
Forces concerning mutual

/| securityobjectivesac-
rosstheIndo&Pacific
region.
Centraltopicson
|\, theagendaencom-
L passdigital transfo-
rmation, emerging
criticaltechnologies
andregionalstrategic
stability. Additionally,
both countriesarech-
annellingeffortsinto
bolsteringdefence
energyresiliencealongside
addressinga progressively
competitive globaltechno-
logyenvironment. Highli-
ghtingtheengagement, the
USEmbassyreleasedastat-
ementon Saturday, noting,
“Fromemergingtechnolo-
gytomaritimesecurity, the
United Statesand Indiaare
buildingadefencepartne-
rship equipped tomeetthe
challengesofthe future”
Thishigh&level visit
buildsonaseriesofrecent
high&profilemilitaryand
diplomaticengagements

between Washingtonand
New Delhiaimedatexa-
miningavenuestoexpand
bilateraldefence collabora-
tionalongsidedeliberating
uponsshiftingsecurityimp-
erativesacrosstheIndo&P-
acificregion.
Addingtothisstrate-
gicmomentum following
the conclusion ofthe22nd
editionoftheIndia&US
jointmilitaryexercise Yudh
Abhyason September27,
whichwrapped upafter
nearly threeweeks ofinte-
nsivebilateral training, key
strategictalkstookplace
lastmonthinthenation-
al capitalbetween Indian
Army Chief General Dhiraj
Sethand Lieutenant Gen-
eralJoel B Vowell, Deputy
Commanding General of
United States Army Pacific
(USARPAC).
[luminatingthe out-
comesofthatinteraction,
theIndian Armyissueda
statementvia X, noting,
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US PACOM Commanderarrivesin
Indla to bolster defence ties

“Lieutenant General Joel B
Vowell, Deputy Comman-
ding General, USARPAC,
called on General Dhiraj
Seth, COAS, on 28 Septem-
ber. Theleadersdiscussed
theevolvingsecurityland-
scapeinthe Indo&Pacific
andexplored opportunities
toadvancebilateral defence
engagementacross multip-
ledomains”

Theofficialupdate furt-
herstated, “Theinteraction
alsofocused on measures
toenhanceinteroperability
throughjointtrainingand
militaryexercises. The suc-
cessful outcome of Exercise
Yudh Abhyasvalidated the
seamless synergy ofjoint
operationsandreaffirmed
thecommitmentofboth
Armiestowardsstrengthe-
ning military&to&military
cooperation.”

Further expanding this
bilateralmomentum ear-
lierthis Monday, Defence
SecretaryRajesh Kumar

FLASH

Singhheld discussions with
avisitingbipartisan US
Congressional delegation
headedbyRepresentative
Brian Mast. Their dialogue
concentrated onreinforc-
ingtheIndia&US Compr-
ehensive Global Strategic
Partnership, with specific
emphasisdirected towards
defenceindustrialand tec-
hnological collaboration.
Detailingtheengag-
ementonX,the Ministry
of Defencenoted, “Defe-
nce Secretary ShriRajesh
Kumar Singhmetwitha
bipartisan delegation from
the United States House
of Representatives,led by
Representative Brian Mast,
Chairman ofthe House Fo-
reign Affairs Committee.
Theirdiscussion centr-
edaroundtheevolving
India&US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnersh-
ipwithspecial emphasison
defenceindustrialand tec-
hnological cooperation.”

Swaminarayan Organization Clarifies: Did Not
Askfor Female Eiffel Tower Staffto Be Kept Away

NEW DELHI: Aninternal
inquirybythe Bochasanwasi
Akshar Purushottam Swam-
inarayan Sanstha (BAPS) has
revealed thatthe groupvisiting
the Eiffel Towerin Francedid
notrequestthatfemale staff
membersondutybekeptaway.
The Eiffel Tower in Paris, Fr-
ance,isone ofthewonders of
theworld. A 100&member
group from BAPS, includi-
ngmonks, visited the Eiffel
Tower on September 5. Sub-
sequently, complaintsarose
alleging that female staff
membersatthe tower were
moved to otherlocations.
Protestingthis, Eiffel Tower
employeeswentonstrike. As
aresult, theiconic Parisian
landmark was temporarily
closed.

‘ChatBusiness’Launched: Comp

Amidstthis, the
Parischapter of BAPS
voluntarily conduct-
edaninquiryintothe
matter,and thereport
hasnowbeenreleased.
Thereportstates,

“Whenthe BAPS
group visited the Eiffel
Tower, they did not
request that female
staffmembersbekept
away from the path
theyweretaking.

BAPSisconcernedab-
out the staff members aff-
ected by this controversy.
Webelieve that theseinquiry
findings willhelp clarify the
circumstancessurrounding
thevisitandassist thoseinvo-
Ivedintakingthenextsteps”
Following this controversy,

the chiefofficial of the Eiffel
Tower decided to step down
fromtheir position.
Ithasbeenannounced
that Patrick Branco Ruivo,
the CEO of ‘Société d’Explo-
itationdela Tour Eiffel —the
company that managesthe
Eiffel Tower—will step down
fromhispositionattheend
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Sridhar Vembu’s Bold Move

ZOHO

5)| Arattai

Business

NEW DELHI: Zoho,agl-
obalsoftware companybased
in Tamil Nadu, hasofficially
launched its ‘Arattaifor Busi-
ness’ apptochallengethedo-
minanceof Meta’s WhatsApp.
Sridhar Vembu, thecompany’s

head, hasmade amgmﬁcant
announcementstatingthat
theservicewillbecompletely
free for government depar-
tmentsand publicservices.
‘Arattai’ —anIndian&origin
messagingapp—hasalready

gained widespread popul-
arityamongthe public; the
companyhasnowintroduced
‘Arattaifor Business’to cater
tocommercial enterprises.
Inastatementregarding
thislaunch, Sridhar Vembu
noted thatthe ‘Arattai for
Business’ apphasbeenintr-
oducedtoenablebusinesses
tocommunicate easilywith
| their customers. He further
mentioned thatthe ‘Arattai
Business Platform’—which
integratesvarioussoftware
systems—willbe provided
entirely free of charge for
allgovernmentand public
welfareservices, including
therailways.
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ofthisyear.

Previously, the Eiffel
Tower employees’ union
hadalleged that female staff
membersweresidelinedand
transferred based on gender,
attributingtheseactionsto

instructionsissued by BAPS.

The BAPS organiza-
d tionin Parishad already
apologized toeveryone

4 affected or inconveni-

enced by thisincident.

} The consecration cerem-

onyofthe BAPS Hindu
temple near Paris took
placelast month. In con-
nection with this event,
membersofthe organizat-
ionvisited the Eiffel Tower.
Accordingtoinformat-
ion onthe BAPS website,
the organizationbuildsand
managesover 1,300 temples
across North America, Eur-
ope, Africa, West Asia, India,
andthe Asia&Pacificregions.

“DoNotBuy Firecrackers
Without Paying”

Virudhunagar SP Warns
Pohce Personnel

VIRUTHUNAGAR: Vir-

udhunagar Superintendent of

Police (SP) Gautam Goyal has
warned police personnelag-
ainstpurchasingfirecrackers

- ™ withoutpaymentin thedistr-

ict. Overathousandfirecrac-

% kermanufacturingunitsand

morethan 1,500 firecracker

_\__ shopsoperatein Sivakasiand

itssurroundingareas within

> @_:"

the Virudhunagar district.

Complaintshad frequently
arisenregardingpolice personnel obtainingfirecrackers
orgiftboxeswithoutpaymentfromfactoriesandshops
located within theirrespectivestationlimits during the
Diwaliseason.Inapressreleaseaddressingthisissue, SP
Gautam Goyal warned police officersand constables ser-
vinginthedistrictnottoacquirefirecrackersor giftboxes
fromtheseestablishments without paying for them.

Compulsory Saturday workin 100
sub-registrar offices cancelled from Nov 1

CHENNALI: The orderissued by
Tamil Nadu Commercial Tax and
Registration Department Secretary
J. Kumaragurubaran states: As per
the orderissuedin 2022, the Head of
the Registration Department has been
authorizedto operate the Registrar’s
officeson Saturdays, which are weekly
holidays, to enable the general public
workingin the offices to carry out do-
cumentregistration, andto direct the
concerned District Registrars toemploy
thenecessarystaffinthoseofficesasper

theirworkload.

Inthissituation, in aletter sent to

the Tamil Nadu government on Sep-
tember 8, the Head of the Registration
Department said, “In order to achieve
thegoal of universalregistration, the
Registrars arerequiredtoundertake
various administrativetasks inadditi-
ontodocumentprocessing. Therefore,
thereisabacklogin office work on
Saturdays due to document process-
ing” Sinceitis plannedto conduct all
documentsinanoneattendanceand
paperlessmannerinthecomingtimes,
thenotificationissued by the Minister
inthe Legislative Assembly to waive
the mandatory Saturday work, which

vember 1.

iscurrently practiced
in100procuratorate
offices, may come
intoeffect from No-

“Thegovernm-
entorderissuedin
2022forthis purpose
shouldberepealed,”
hedemanded. The
Tamil Nadu government, after consi-

thecompulsory Saturday work system
andhasdecidedtoimplement the sug-
gestionsofthe Head of the Registration

USRISEDNG Honl

Department The 100 proe’wegzstmr
officesthat function on Saturdays will
deringthis, has decidedto discontinue functiononlyonweekdaysfrom Nov-
ember 1. The decision has been taken
andthedecision has beenissued. Thus
itisstated in the notification.

Stinivasa Perumal Graces Devoteesi |n

.....

‘Raja Alankaram’; Thousands Offer Prayers

TIRUVANAMALATL:
Special worship ceremo-
niesarebeingconducted
withgreatgrandeuratthe
Srinivasa Perumal Temple
in Tiruvannamalai—often
reveredas “Then Tirupathi’
(Southern Tirupati)—to
markthe third Saturday
ofthe Tamilmonth of
Purattasi.
Asakeyhighlightofthe
festival, thetempledoors
wereopenedasearlyas
1:00 AM today (Saturday).

Following this, special
*Thirumanjanam* (sacred
bath)and*Abhishekam*
rituals were performed for
the deity.

Aftertherituals, Perum-
alappearedbeforethe
devoteesadornedinthe
majestic*Raja Alankaram*
(royalattire).Since the
earlyhours, thousands of
devoteeswaitedinlong
queuesand offered prayers
while chanting “Govinda.”
Latertodayat4:00PM,

Perumalwillbetakenoutin
aprocessionaround thehill
(*Girivalam*) mounted on
the*Garuda Vahanam*.
Alargeturnoutof
devoteesisexpectedto
witness this procession.
Extensivearrangements
havebeenmadebythe
districtadministrationand
thepolicetoensuredevotee
convenienceand manage
the crowd; over400 police
personnelhavebeende-
ployed forsecurity duties.

Oman reportedly bans FlyDubai
co-pilot from operatingaircraft

DUBALI: Reportsindicate
that the Omani coepilotwho
attacked Indian pilot Smith
Macharona flydubai’ flight
hadpreviously been banned by
Omanfromoperating aircraft.
A USnewsagencyreportedthat
thisbanwasimposed dueto the
coespilot’sextremistideology.

This situation has rai-
sed questions regarding
why the UAE&based air-
line, flydubai, hired him.
Earlier, a statement issued
by theIsraeli aviation auth-
oritysaid,

“Wehad previously ad-
vised flydubainot to assign
pilotsfrom countries withno
diplomaticrelations with Is-
raelto operateflightsto Israeli
cities. However, an attempted
hijacking occurred duetothe

airline’s negligence.

We have conveyed our
concerns to the airlineregar-
ding thismatter. In the future,
rigorous background checks
will be conducted on pilots.”
Theflydubaiflight departed
fromDubai, UAE, for Tel Aviv,
Israel, last Wednesday (Sept-
ember 30) morning with 180
peopleonboard.

Theflight carried 174 pa-
ssengers and a crew of six,
includingtwo pilots. Indian
pilot Smith Machar (39) was
operatingthe aircraft, accom-
panied bythe Omani coépilot.
Suddenly, the coepilot attack-
ed Indian pilot Smith Machar
usinganaxekeptinthe cockpit.
Although caught off guard,
Machar bravely fought back
against the coépilot.

He managed to open the
cockpitdoorat theright mom-
entand, with the help offellow
passengers, succeededin safely
landingtheplanein Saudi Ar-
abia, thereby savingthelives of
thoseon board. Inthis context,
world leaders, including Pri-
me Minister Modi, extended
their appreciation to him.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabian
police arrested the Omani
coepilotand handed him over
to the United Arab Emirates;
heis currentlyundergoingin-
tensiveinterrogation. Reports
haveemerged indicating that
the Omani coepilot holds ex-
tremist views.

Additionally, there are
reportsthatflight operations
between Dubai and Tel Aviv
haveresumed.

Justice N. Anand Venkatesh insists
that Tamil Mother’s Day should be
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CHENNAI ]ustlce N.
Anand Venkatesh emphasized
atthe ‘Nature Cure Fest’ that
Tamil Mother’s Dayisnota
ritual thatissungasaritual,
butshouldbe sungwith de-
votion like the chanting of
the Vedas.

The World Vegetarian Fe-
deration, Government Yoga
andNaturopathy College of
Medicine, Student Counc-
il,and Rotary Association
organized the ‘Nature Cure
Fest&2026’ festival yesterday
atRajaratnam Stadium, Eg-
more, Chennai, with theaim
ofcreatingawarenessamong
thepeopleaboutyoga, natur-
opathy,andahealthylifestyle
ontheoccasion of Gandhi
Jayanti. The festival, which
beganwithanawarenessrally
fornatureand well&being,
included freeyogaandnat-
uropathy counseling camps
forthe general public.

Thehighlightofthe fe-

W|th devotlon IlketheVedas 4
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stlval was the Natural Food
Exhibition, whereover 1,000
traditional naturalfooditems
thatdonotrequire cooking
gasoroilweredisplayed,and
the Noah World Record was
recognized.
Subsequently, an aw-
areness march titled ‘Let’s
choosevegetarianfoodand
doyoga’isalsobeingheld.
Attheinaugural ceremony,
Madras High CourtJustice
N. Anand Venkatesh, who
released books on natural
medicine, said: Vegetarian
food, which doesnotcause
sufferingtoanylivingbeing,
givesus peace of mind and
clarity of mind.
Evenscholarslike Thiruv-
alluvar, Gandhi, Pythagoras,
AlbertEinstein,and Bernard
Shawhave spokenaboutthe
virtues of vegetarianism.
Therefore, vegetarianismis
notamatter of superiority.
Vegetarianism connectsus

closelywithalllivingbeings
intheworld. Rather thansp-
endingmoneyongymsand
gettinginshape, practicing
yogaathomecanhelpyoulive
ahealthylife,evenupto 120
years. There wasamistakein
the pronunciationwhenthe
greetingwassungin Tamilat
thebeginningofthe program.

Hesaid, “Justasthereis
devotion whensingingthe
Vedasand Upanishads, one
should singthesalutationsin
Tamil with thesamedevotion,
understandingthe meaning.”

Theeventwasattended by
Government Yogaand Natu-
ropathy College Principal N.
Manavalan, World Vegetarian
Federation President Mahavir
Bothra, Founder Darachand
Dugar, Secretary Sudhakar,
Rotary District Governor
Sriram Duvuri,and Adiyar
AnandaBhavan Managing
Director K.T. SrinivasaRaja
Ollidore.
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CHENNAI: Thelegal wing
of TVKhaslodgedacomplaint
withtheElection Commission
against DMKleader M.K. St-
alin, allegingthathe engaged
inbody&shamingaTVKca-
ndidate duringhis campaign.
By&electionsforthe Madur-
anthakamand Dharapuram
constituenciesarescheduled
forthe6th. A five&cornered
contestisunderwayinthese
elections.

Leadershavecampedin

an 8,000 people in Con-
go have been confirmed
tobeinfected with Ebola.
Congoiswitnessinganunp-
recedented spread of Ebola.

EnglishMorning Daily

TVKfiles complaint with Election
Commission against DMK leader M.K. Stalin

15

CONGOI': .More th-

bothconstituenciesandareco-
nductingintensive campaigns.
Election campaigningconclud-
esat5 PMtomorrow (Sunday).
Againstthisbackdrop, Chief
Minister Vijay, DMK leader
M.K. Stalin,and ATADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
Palaniswamiconductedinten-
sive campaignsviaroadshows
yesterday. Meanwhile, while
speakingatapublicmeeting
inDharapuraminsupportof
Secular Progressive Alliance

Ebola deathwtoll

Sincetheoutbreakbegan
inmid&May, the death tollhas
risentouncontrollablelevels.
Duringthe2014-2016 West
AfricanEbolaepidemic, 28,600
peoplewereinfected across

RNITNENG /2017 /71053 Dt.10.04.2017

candidateS. Suganya, DMK
leader M.K. Stalin remarked,
“Peoplecallthe TVK candidate
ofthisconstituency ‘Petti Bama’
and ‘Palti Bama'—referring
tothatcandidatewhoacted
contraryto truth” Healso
commented onthe physical
appearanceof TVK candidate
Sathyabama. Thishassparked
strongopposition fromthe
TVK camp. Consequently,a
complainthasbeen filed with
theElection Commissionag-

Guinea, Liberia, and
SierraLeone, resulting
inover 11,000 deaths.
The current outb-
W5 reak marks the seco-
b nd deadliestspread of
# the virus since then.
Thevirushasspread
acrossseven provinces,
& with 8,300 confirmed
i cases. Governmentdata
confirms4,018 deaths,
while more than 2,000
patientshaverecovered. The
virus continues to spread
rapidlyin eastern Congo.
Asoneoftheworld’sdeadli-
estviraldiseases, itcan cause
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ainst DMKleader M.K. Stalin.
TVKhasapproachedboththe
Election Commissionand the
DGPregardingthealleged
body&shamingoftheircan-
didate duringthe campaign.
Thelawyers winghaslodged
acomplaint. Reportsindicate
thatademandhasbeenmade
totakeactionregardingthe
violation ofthe Model Code
of Conductandtoregistera
caseunder thelawagainst
violence towards women.

risesto4,018

severe internal bleeding,
organ failure, and death.
Thereare fearsthat the Eb-
olavirusmayhavespreadto
neighboringcountriessuch
asUgandaand South Sudan.
Inresponse, the World He-
alth Organization (WHO)
hasdeclaredaglobalhealth
emergency.

Theoutbreakhasbeen
identifiedasbeingcaused by
the Bundibugyovirus. There
are currentlynospecificme-
dicinesorvaccinestotreator
prevent thisvirus, though
medical trialsare ongoing
in Congo.

We should stand in the election
fray without campaigning

‘“We the Leaders founder Annamalai

i

CHENNAI: ‘Morewomen

shouldbe 1

our goalatafaster pacethan
expected.
A changehasbegunin

¢ TamilNadupolitics. Weare
) going tobring many more
B changes. Political partylea-

dersare campaigningto get
votesforthemintheongoing
assemblyby&elections.
But,whenwebecomea
political organization, we

" shouldstandintheelection

field withoutcampaigning. We

allowedto contestinlocal government
and assembly elections. They should
stand in the election fray without ca-
mpaigning; said Annamalai, founder
ofthe ‘Wethe Leaders’ organization.

The ‘Wethe Leaders organization
is celebrating “‘Women’s Empowerm-
entand Safety Month’ throughout the
monthofOctober.

Asaninauguralevent, the ‘Kamaraj
Award’ ceremonywasheldyesterdayin
Alwarpet, Chennai, tohonor Kamaraj’s
memory.

Theorganization’sfounder, Anna-
malai, participatedinthisand honored

whoexcelledinvariousfieldsincluding
teaching, organicfarming, traditional
rural music, yoga, education, and vo-
lunteerism with the Kamaraj Awards.
Followingthat, Annamalaispoke: The
number of casesincluding sexual assa-
ultagainstchildren, sexualharassment
againstwomen,and kidnappinghave
increasedsignificantlyin Tamil Nadu.
We should have more women con-
testonbehalfofour movementin the
upcominglocal governmentelections
andlegislative assemblyelections.
Sofar, 2.1 million peoplehavejoined
thismovement. Weare moving towards

should createapoliticswherethereisno
needtocampaign duringelectiontime.

Weneedtocreateasituationwhere
wemeetthepeopleonlyonthelastday
ofthe campaign after filing the nomi-
nation papers. Weare moving towards
thatgoal. Hesaid this.

Thefunction wasattended by Karu
Nagarajan, General Secretaryof ‘Wethe
Leaders organization, Aspire K. Swa-
minathan, General Secretary of Media,
Campaignsand Public Relations,and
manyothers,includingadministrators
SaiSathyan, Manoharan, Sumathi Ve-
nkatesan, Amarprasad Reddy.

Confiscation of Corruptly Acquired Assets of
Government Employees Mandatory
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An intrnainaHorticuIture Centreandan Indian Schobl ofAgricultureare s tobe established atacost f
%1 lakhcrorein Madanapalle,Annamayyadistrict, near TirupatiinAndhra Pradesh. Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu laid the foundation stones forthese two major

projectsyesterday.

Denial of Entry to Gandhi Trust Officials
MP Su. Venkatesan Criticizes CM

MADURATI: The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister inaugurated the renovated
Madurai Gandhi Memorial Museum
—refurbished at a cost ofT10.25 cror-
e—on September 28. Madurai MP Su.
Venkatesan has criticized the officials

fromthe Chief Minister’s office for their

incompetence in handling the situati-
on, noting that Gandhi Trust officials
were denied entry under the pretext of
security protocols for the Chief Minister.
Inaposton X regardingthis mattet, he
stated that for the past decade, Gandh-
ian memorials, publishing offices, and
properties belongingto *Seva Sangh*
organizationsacrossIndia have been sys-
tematically dismantled and plundered by
rightéwinggroups usingvarioustactics.
Amidst these trying times, the Madurai
Gandhi Museum has been revitalized
through a renovation costing310.25
crore. Thisisnomere coincidence;itisa
significant development in contempor-
arypolitics.

This event must not go unrecorded;
hence, Iam documentingit even amidst
thehectictravel and demands of byerele-
ctionwork. Gandhiwas assassinated by
Godseinanact of religious fanaticism.
Thebloodestained garment worn by that
greatsoul—who collapsedto the ground
after beingstruck by abullet—rests wit-
hinaglass case at the Madurai museum.
Gandhi, who had visited Maduraifive
times, sent only the garmenthe hadworn
duringhisvisits for the sixth time. That
bloodéstained cloth willforever speak
of thestory, history, and principles of Ga-
ndhism. Followingthe assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi, the ‘AllIndia Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi” (Gandhi National Mem-
orial Fund) wasestablished, andvarious
locationsacross India were considered

Sforsettingup a Gandhi Memorial Mus-
eum. Madurai heldspecialsignificance:
itwas the place where Gandhi adopted
thesimpleloincloth attireand where the

templeentry movement was successfully
conducted. Citingthesetwokeyreasons, a
letterwas written to the Trusturging that
the museum be established in Madurai.
Theletterwas authored by therespected
Soundarammal and Amirtham Ram-
akrishnan—two distinguished figures
from Madurai.

Their letter, combined with the pe-
rsistent followéup actions taken by
N.M.R. Subbaraman regarding this
request, paved the way for the project.
The Gandhi Memorial Trust decided to
establish museums at seven locations
across India, and Madurai was sele-
cted as one of them. It was during his
visit to Maduraiin 1921 that Gandhiji
switched to wearing only aloincloth;
consequently, an initial attempt was
madeto set up the museum at the very
site where he had stayed at that time.
However, since that property was pr-
ivately owned, it could not be imm-
ediately transferred to the Trust—a
complication that also arose with the
other selected sites across the country.
Inthis context, the “Mangammal Palace”
—whichservedasthe District Collector’s
residence at the time—wasidentified as
asuitablelocation for the Madurai mu-
seum, andthe proposalwas conveyedto
the Trust. Originally a summer palace
built by Queen Mangammal several ce-
nturiesearliet, ithad been convertedinto
the Collector’s residence during British
ruleand continuedto servethat purpose
evenafterindependence.

The State Government stepped forward
tooffer thismagnificent, stately buildingfor
useasamuseum, and the Trust accepted
theoffer. India’sfirst Gandhi museumwas
established in Madurai. A mansion that
hadknownonlythe taste of power for 350
yearswastransformedinto amonument
bearingthe memoryofagreatmanwho

fought against power—astructurethat
stands today holding the stain ofhis blood.

Decisionsregardingwhich of Gandhiji’s
personal belongings should be housed in
the museum were made after extensive
deliberation. Fourteen items used by
the Mahatmawere sent to the museum
established in Madurai.

Nehru’s decision to send Gandh-
iji’s blooderstained final garment to
the Madurai museum was a gesture of
profound historical significance and is
worthy of great admiration. Other items,
includingthelast pair of spectacles and
thesandals he usedfrom 1946 onwards,
also arrived at the Madurai museum.
Most notably, the original manuscript
containing Gandhi’s Tamilhandwriting
andsignature—written for the Mahak-
aviBharatimemorialvolumewith the
message, “My blessings for the effortsto
commemorate Bharati - M.K. Gand-
hi”—reached Madurai. Similarly, the
originalmanuscript of his historicletter
to Hitler—urginghim to halt awar that
threatenedto plunge humanityinto astate
of savagery—alsoarrivedatthe museum.
Fourteenartifactsandthirtyerthreereplicas
associated with thelife of Mahatma Gandhi
arecurrently on display at this museum.
Inrecent times, both artisticand poli-
ticalimperatives arose to renovate the
museum building while preservingits
original heritage character. The nation
iswitnessinghow properties associated
with the Gandhi Memorial Trust are be-
ingdismantled and plunderedinvarious
ways duringthe Modiregime.

In Varanasi, the buildings of the
publishing house linked to the Gan-
dhi Trust (Sarva Seva Sangh) were
demolished overnight. Apart fromthe
fiveacresof the Sabarmati Ashram,
thesurrounding 100 acres were conve-
rted for commercial tourism purposes.
Thetragic story of what befell Gujarat
Vidyapithalso deserves to be documen-
tedindetail. Across the country, Gandhi
Memorial Trust...

Maharashtra: 7 Killed in Accident
While Transporting Durgaldol

AMARAVATHI: Seven

nightbeforelast. After co-

16&wheeled cargotruck

Uponreceivingnewsof the

High Court’s Strong Stance

MADURALI: The High

Courthassuggested that

the confiscation of assets
amassed by government
employeesthrough corrupt
meansshouldbemademan-
datory. Observing thatsuch

confiscationisessential,the '
Courtstated thatitwouldinstill

fearinthe minds of officials
who currentlyenjoy the fruits
of their corruptactivities.
Thangavelu,aformer Sub-Reg-
istrarin Trichy, wasarrested
foracceptingabribeand
subsequently sentenced to
imprisonment;the courtalso
ordered the confiscation of
hisassets,aprocessthathas
sincebeen carried out. Chal-
lengingthis, Thangavelu filed
apetition with the Madurai
Bench ofthe Madras High
Court, seeking to quash the
order confiscating hisassets.
Inhis petition, Thangavelu

stated, “The Trichy courthad
sentencedboth me—formerly
aSub-Registrar—and mywife
toimprisonmentfollowinga
casefiledbythe Directorate of
Vigilanceand Anti-Corruption
regardingtheacceptanceofa
bribe. Thejudgealsoordered
the confiscation of ourassets.
Irequest thatthisorderby
the Trichy courtbesetaside”

Thecasecameupforhear-
ingbefore Justice Pugazhendhi
ofthe MaduraiBench ofthe
High Court. Subsequently,
intheorderissued, thejudge

stated, “The Prevention of Cor-
ruption Actcontainsguidelines
for the confiscation ofassets;
anorderissued forsuchcon-
fiscation cannotbe deemed
tobewithoutjurisdiction.
Corruption and corrupt
practices mustbe viewed
farmoreseriously thanany
othercrime.

Furthermore, mandatory
attachmentand confiscation
are absolutely essential to
combattheevilof corruption,
whichhaspermeatedevery
segmentofoursociety.

Tothisend, the govern-
mentmustundertakenec-
essaryamendments to the

- PreventionofCorruption Act
i (inforcesince1988).ThisHigh

Courtisoftheviewthatthe
confiscation of assets—sus-
pectedtohavebeenacquired

=" through corruptmeansand
. amassed disproportionately

toknownsourcesofincome—
mustbemademandatory.
Onlythen canasense of
fearbeinstilled in the minds
ofgovernmentofficialswho
enjoythefruitsofassetsac-
quired through corruption.
Otherwise, these provisions
willremain merely on paper,
devoid ofanydeterrenteffect.
This Courttruststhatthe Tamil
Nadugovernmentwill take
theinitiative to introduce
appropriateamendmentsto
the Prevention of Corruption
Actinthisregard?”

peoplelosttheirlivesinan
accidentwhiletransporting
aDurgaidolin Maharasht-
ra.Residents ofthe Wardha
areahad decidedtoinstall
aDurgaidolintheirvillage
forthe Dussehra festival.
Toprocuretheidol,
theysetout forthe Shega-
onareainatempovanthe

llectingtheidol, they were
returningto theirvillagein
thevan.

Around 12:45 AMyester-
day, whiletravelingalong
theSamruddhi Expressw-
aynear the Dhamangaon
railway stationin Amravati
district—specificallyat
‘Channel 97—aspeeding

approachingfrombehind
lostcontrol. It collided with
thevan travelingahead ofit.
Fivepeopleinsidethevan
died onthespot, trappedin
thewreckage. Additionally,
23 otherssustainedsevere
injuries. The Durgaidol
beingtransported wasalso
brokenand damaged.

accident, policerushedto
thesceneandrescuedthe
injured, sendingthemto
thehospital. Two ofthem
succumbedto theirinjuri-
es,bringing thetotal death
tolltoseven. Theremaining
2linjuredindividualsare
currentlyreceivingintensi-
vemedical treatment.

Actiontakenagainst 63 establishmentsforfailing
tograntaholidaytoworkerson GandhiJayanti

KRISHNAGIRTI: Action has
beeninitiated against 63 esta-
blishmentsthat failed to grant
aholidaytotheir workerson
GandhiJayanti. Inthisregard,
apressreleaseissued bythe Ass-
istant Commissioner of Labour
(Enforcement), Krishnagiri, Mr.
Shankar, statesthefollowing:
Under the provisions of the
TamilNadu Industrial Establi-
shments (National and Festival
Holidays) Act, the Catering

Establishments Act, and the
Motor Transport Workers Act,
workersemployedinvarious
establishments—including
shops, cateringestablishments,
andmotortransport compa-
nies—must begranted apaid
holiday onnational holidays.
Ifsuchaholidayis notgranted,
workersemployedonthat day
must beprovided with doub-
le wages or a compensatory
holiday.

Establishments werein-
structed to display a notice
regardingthis arrangemen-
t—acopy of which hadto be
sent to the Deputy and Ass-
istant Inspectors of Labour
—inavisiblelocation within
the premises on the holiday.
Accordingly, on Gandhi Ja-
yanti, inspections were co-
nducted across Krishnagiri
and Dharmapuri districts
undertheleadership of Assis-

tant Commissioner of Labour
(Enforcement) Mr. Rajasekar.

Atotal of 88 establishme-
nts—comprising 38 shops, 44
cateringestablishments, and 6
motortransportcompanies—
wereinspected. Legalaction has
been initiated against atotal of
63 establishments—consisti-
ngof26 shopsand 37 catering
establishments—for failing
to comply with the statutory
regulations.
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