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CMVijay Conducts Roadshow in

Dharapuram in Support of TVK Candidate

DHARAPURAM: Hehas
departed from Chennaifor
Coimbatoreonaspecial flight.
Fromthe Coimbatoreairport,
ChiefMinister Vijaytraveled
byhelicopterto Maruti Nagar
in Dharapuram. Security has
beentightenedin Coimbatore
and Tiruppurinanticipationof
the ChiefMinister’svisit. Chief
Minister Vijayis currently

conductingaroadshowin
Dharapuraminsupportofthe
TVKcandidate, Sathyabhama.
Theby-election forthe Dhara-
puram (Reserved) Assembly
constituencyin Tiruppur
districtisscheduled to take
placethedayafter tomorrow

(Tuesday). A five-cornered
contestisunfolding, involving
the TVK, DMK, AIADMK,
Naam TamilarKatchi,and the
Communist Party. A total of
22 candidates—comprising
political partynomineesand
independents—areinthefray.

Candidatesare campaigning
round-the-clockacrossthe
Dharapuram constituency
togarnervotes. Additionally,
leadersfrom therespective
partiesandtheiralliesare
campaigningin Dharapuram
tosupportthe candidates.

Uddhav,Raj Thackeray to lead Mumbai
protest against CEC Gyanesh Kumar

MUMBATI: Speaking
aheadoftheprotest, Shiv
Sena(UBT)leader San-
jayRautsaidtheprotest
wasacollectiveresponse [
towhat heallegedwere |
attemptstoundermine
democraticinstitutio- L'
ns, electoral processes
andthe constitutional
rightsofcitizens. “This
protestisagainst the
Hitlerérruleprevailing
inthecountry, hijacking
elections, keepingthe
Election Commission ¥
andtheSupreme Court 4
inonespocket, running
adictatorship, stealingvotes,
stealingelections, andpoaching
MPsand MLAs. Thisisarevolt
against allthat, muchlike the
onein 1857, hetoldreporters.

“Raj Thackerayand Uddhav
Thackeray haveannouncedthis
protestmarch, withtheentire
Maha Vikas Aghadibackingit.
Themarchisabout to begin, and
everyonewilltakethestageto
addressthenation,”headded.
ShivSena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawantsaidthejointappearance
of Uddhav and Raj Thackeray
had given added momentum
totheprotest, which he descr-
ibed asalarger movement to
protect the Constitution and
democracy.

“Protests aretakingplace
everywhereinthe countryto-
day, specifically regarding the
corruptionwithinthe Election
Commissionandthe manner
inwhich they are operating.
They areactingillegally and
unconstitutionally. Thisissue
hassparked anoutcry across
India. Butthat outcry gains
realstrengththemoment the
name ‘Thackeray’entersthe
picture; thatiswhenitgathers
momentum.

Today, both brothersare
here together, standing firm
withtheslogan: Removethe
Election Commission, Save
the Country. Andby ‘Savethe
Country, wemeansavingthe
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nation’s Constitution andits
democracy. Thatis why both
brothers have come together
here; itis asymbolic gesture.
Understand this: thepublicis
seethingwithangerand agita-
tion, andtoday, that sentiment
willfinditsexpression,”hetold.
Furthermore, ShivSena(UBT)
leader Anil Parabsaidtheprotest
wasnotlimitedtopolitical par-
tiesandwouldincludecitizens
who believetheir constitutional
righttovoteisunder threat.
“Ourprotestisdirectedatthe
ChiefElection Commissioner,
GyaneshKumar. Ourdemand
stems from the fact that our
constitutionalright to voteis
beingstolen, andthis protest is
againstthat theft. Itis notjust
the ShivSena, MNS, NCB and
oppositionpartiesparticipating;
anyonewho believestheirright
tovoteshouldnot bestolen will
jointhisprotest,”hetold.
Earlier, Raut, whileaddr-
essingapress conference, said
themarch would begin soon
andwas aimed at protesting
againstallegedirregularitiesin
thefunctioningofthe Election
Commissionand seeking Kum-
ar’sresignation. “This Garjana
Morcha’is beingorganisedto
savethe Constitution and to
protestagainst scams within
the Election Commission, the
denialofvotingrightstocitizens,
andtodemandtheresignation
of Gyanesh Kumar, whois being

labelled aB]Pagent”Rautsazd

Hesaid Uddhav and Raj
Thackeray would bejoined by
the Congress, NCB Leftparties
andthe Peasants and Workers
Party(PWP)

. “Wehaveextendedinvita-
tionstoeveryone. Alltheparties
presentherein Maharashtra
havebeeninvited, and we are
confident that everyone will
turnup,”hesaid. Therally will
start from the Metro station
and proceed tothe Municipal
Corporation building, where
key leaders will address the
gathering. “Given the heat,
therallywill conclude early,”
Rautsaid.

Askedabout Congress pr-
esident Mallikarjun Kharge’s
statement that the Lok Sabha
and VidhanSabhaelectionswere
illegal and should bescrapped,
Rautsaidthepollsweremarred
byirregularities. “Theway the
electionswereconductediny-
olvedscams, corruptionand
irregularities. RajivKumar, the
former Election Commission
chief,andthecurrentone, Gya-
nesh Kumat, both areenemies
ofthenation. Allelectionsheld
duringtheir tenures should be
annulled, andfreshelections
forthe Vidhan Sabhaand Lok
Sabhashouldbe conducted,”
hesaid. Raisingthe alleged
mistreatment ofawomanjou-
rnalistat Jantar Mantar, Raut
targeted Union Home Minister

L

AmitShah. ‘A female
journalist was hara-
ssed, humiliated and

modestybythepoliceat
Jantar Mantar. Thisfalls
. undera Union Territo-
ry. Whereisthe Home
Minister? Hashegone
underground? Other-
" wise, heusually comes
8 forward and makes
o tallclaims. Whereishe
¥ now?”heasked.
Onthedelayinthe
. ‘Tejas’fighter jet prog-
| ramme, hesaid, “The
Defence Ministerand
the Prime Minister ought to
speakon thismatter” Raut sa-
idarallyisscheduledin Delhi
tomorrow and thathe would
personallygo to Punetodayto
boost themorale of protesters
atthe MPSCagitation.
“Thismovementisjust the
beginning; thespark hasalready
beenignited. Itwon'tjust be Ku-
mar; Modiand Shahwill also
fall,andthefireofthismovement
willspreadacross the country,”
hesaid. Onadeathduringthe
agitation, hesaid, “Accidents
dooccurduringagitations, but
theyshould beavoided. Purne-
karwasnotevenpresentatthe
agitation. A case of culpable
homicideshould beregistered
against Eknath Shinde” Refer-
ringtothe “Bhaymukt Thane”
protestmarchin Thane, Raut
said, “Itis a matter of shame
forthe government that the
publicisunitingto organisea
marchtofreethemselvesfrom
fear. Fadnavis should accept
responsibility and apologise.”
The Thackeray cousins
had announced the October
4march last month, with the
protestfocusedon the Election
Commission andthe Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toralrolls. Theorganisershave
sought participation from
opposition parties, including
the Congressand NCB in the
protest.

Ban on Nestlé milk powder

NEW DELHI: The Food
Safetyand Standards Aut-
hority of India (FSSAI) has
imposed animmediate ban
onthesale of Nestle India’s
low&fat ‘whitener’—apo-
wder usedtoincrease the

solids content of milk&b-
ased products. Food safety
officialsrecently conducted
aninspectionat the ‘Hotel
Lalit’ premisesin Connaught
Place, Delhi.
Duringtheinspection,

they collected samples of
Nestle India’s low&fat ‘wh-
itener’ powder and sent
them forlaboratory testing.
Testresults declared the
powder unsafe and subst-
andard, and the company

wasordered toimmediately
haltitssale.

Theauthorityalsonot-
ed thatthe productdid not
complywith the regulations
ofthe Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act,2006.

Theby-electionis scheduledtobe heldthe dayaftertomorrow

Againstthisbackdrop, Chief
Minister Vijayisconductinga
roadshowtodayin Dharapur-
amtosupport TVK candidate
Sathyabhama. Heistraveling
inacampaignvehiclestarting
from Maruti Nagarin Dhara-
puram. TVK candidate Sathy-

abhamaisaccompanyinghim "

inthevehicleashe campaigns

andseekssupportforher. It E

isnoteworthythatthousands

of TVK party cadres have $&

gathered alongtherouteto
witness Chief Minister Vijay’s
campaign.

“All of Tamil Nadu s Thalapathy V1] ay’s
Stronghold” - Minister Anand

subjectedtooutragingof e

DHARAPURAM:
With political parties
actively campaigning
for the Dharapuram
by&election,afive&w-
ay contestisunfolding,
intensifying the electoral
atmosphere.

As the election is
scheduled for the com-
ing Tuesday (the 6th),
the campaign period

concludesat 6 PM today.
Amidstthis, Minister Anand
metwith the pressin Dhar-
apuram.

Whenaskedabout TVK’s
chancesofvictorygiven the
five&way contest, Minister
Anandreplied, “TVK’schan-
cesofwinningareimmense.
Regardless of how many
partiesarein thefray, TVK
willsecureamassivevictory”

Hefurther stated that, inthe
timesto come,

the entire state of Ta-
mil Nadu would beco-
meastronghold for TVK
and Thalapathy Vijay.
Minister Anand’s expression
ofconfidencein TVK’svictory
prospects,amidst the five&way
contestin Dharapuram, has
drawnsignificantattention
inpolitical circles.

‘Abdul Kalam Political Training Centre’to
Launchi |n Cmmbatore onOct15

CHENNAL The ‘We
the Leaders’ organization,
founded by Annamalai,
hasbeenundertaking var-
iousawarenessinitiatives
across Tamil Nadu, foc-
usingonaspecificsocial
issueeachmonth.Inline
with this, specialaware-
nessprograms centered
onthetheme of ‘Women’s
Safetyand Empowerment’
arescheduled throughout
October.

Asafirststep, Ann-

amalaihonored women
achieversfromvarious
fields with the ‘Kamarajar
Award’ Simultaneously, he
hasintensified preparati-
onsfortheupcominglocal
bodyelections.

To provide proper
guidanceand political tr-
ainingtoaspiringcandid-
ates,heissettoinaugurate
apoliticaltraining centre
named the Abdul Kal-
am Centre for Ethicsand
Politics’in Coimbatore on

October 15.
Regardingthis, Ann-
amalaistated onhis X
(formerly Twitter) page:

“OnOctober15—Abdul %

Kalam’sbirthday—the
‘AbdulKalam Centre for
Ethicsand Politics’ willbe
launchedin Coimbatore.
Ontheinaugural day,
100womenwilljoin this
training program.
Furthermore, in the third
week,awomen’s self&help
group comprising 5,000

women will be register-
edinKrishnagiri district
under theaegis of ‘We the
Leaders’ Wewill continue

tostand in supportofwo-
men’s progress.”

Governmentemployees must maintain proper
conduct; corruption cannot be tolerated at all
.., HighCourtasserts

il s

MADURAI The Madural
Bench ofthe Madras High
Courthasobservedthata
governmentemployee get-
tingimplicatedinacriminal
case—particularlyoneinv-
olving corruption—cannot
betreatedlightly.

The Courtadvised the
government to make nec-
essaryamendments to the
Government Servants’ Co-
nduct Rules to provide a
permanentsolution to this
issue. Governmentemployees
Sunitha Akhil Mebel, Itturaj,
Ganesamoorthy, and Ravi-
chandran—whohadbeen

suspended after
beingcaughtre-
d&handed ac-
cepting bribes
i duringraidsby
the Directorate
of Vigilance and Anti&C-
orruption (DVAC)—filed
petitions before the Madurai
Benchseekingtherevocati-
onoftheirsuspension. After
hearingthese petitions, Jus-
tice Pugazhendhiobserved
thatgovernmentemployees
implicatedin criminaland
briberycaseshavebeenall-
owedto continueinservice.
Despiteperformingnoactual
work, the petitioners have
beenreceiving subsistence
allowances for years. The
pendencyofacriminal case
doesnotprecludetheiniti-
ation of disciplinary proce-

edingsagainstanindividual
for misconduct; yet,nosuch
actionwastaken. Itisthe duty
of officials touphold theint-
egrity oftheadministration
bytakingdisciplinaryaction
againstgovernmentemploy-
eeswhoviolate conductrules.
Thereisnolegalimpediment
to initiating disciplinary
proceedings while criminal
casesarepending. Theentry
ofindividuals with criminal
backgroundsinto govern-
mentservice compromises
administrativeintegrity. The
involvementofanincumbent
governmentemployeeina
criminal case—particularly
oneinvolving corruption
—cannotbe treatedlightly.
The currentgovernmenthas
declared azero&tolerance
policy towards corruption

and afirm commitment to
creatinga corruption&free
society. Therefore, taking
immediateaction against
governmentemployeeswho
violate conductrulesbyen-
gagingin corruptactivities
would send a strong mess-
ageagainstcorruptionand
serveasadeterrenttoother
officials. Consequently, the
government mustamend
the Government Servants’
ConductRulestoprovidea
permanentsolution to this
issue. The Courtordered that
thedisciplinaryproceedings
againstthe petitionersbeco-
ncluded withinsix months,
warningthatfailuretodoso
would necessitate disciplina-
ryactionagainsttheofficials
responsible for conducting
theproceedings.
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Netanyahu InvitesIndian PilottoIsrael's

~Youwillhavegood opportunities to show-
caseyour talents. Siblings willbe supportive.
Youwill fulfill the needs of your family prompt-
ly. Youwill receive the moneyyouhavebeen
waiting for foralong time.

Youwill workactivelyand complete tasks
quickly. A relative through your wife will seek
your help. Thehealth of your children will
improve. Youwillbuy expensive clothesand
accessories. Youwill travel abroad.

57 T

Youwill complete sometasks with thehelp

of VIPs. Youwill have a heartfelt conversation
withyour familymembersafteralongtime. Your
involvementinspiritual matterswillincrease.
Youwillexpand yourbusiness. Youwillacquire
artifacts.

Suddenillnessand depression mayoccur.
Whatever youdo, youwillsucceed onlyafter
tryingseveral times. Donotshowyouranger

towards your family. Itisbetter toactcalmlyin
everything. Avoid travelingabroad.

Youwillfeel refreshed. Some pending
matters willcometoanendtoday. Differences
‘betweenhusbandand wife willberesolved.
'Goodnewsthatyouhavebeen waiting for for
alongtimewillarrive. Youwillbuymodern
electricalappliances.

Youwillbe content. Youwill givein to one
anotherin the family. You willseea positive
changeintheactivities of your children. There
willbeawaytoresolve old debt problems.
Your motherwillbesupportive.

¢

Thethingsyouhavestarted willbe completed
smoothly. Thehouse willbelively with the
arrival offriendsand guests. Siblings will help
attherighttime. Youwillgetnew customers
inbusiness. Thoselooking forajobwill
receivegood news.

fo 0

Youwill skillfullyhandleindirect com-
petition. Thewarmth of your superiorsat the
officewillincrease. Youwill take thelead in
spiritual matters. Thelove andaffection of your F
neighborswillincrease. There willbean inflow
of money.

Therewillbeasituation where youwillhave
totakealoanduetounexpected expenses. Extra
careisrequired whiletravellinginavehicle. Do
notmakeany promisestoanyone. Itisbettertobe
independentand haveyour ownjob. Competition
andjealousywillincreaseinbusiness.

o

Yourspeechwillbedignified. Youwillgetthe &
expectedhelp fromyourbrother. Your mother’s
health willimprove. Business will pick up. You
willplantogoonatrip abroad with your family.
Some of youwillbuyanewvehicle.

-

Your speechwill gainvaluein the exter-
nalcircle. Youwilltryto payoffdebts. The
relationship between husband and wife will
increase. Travel willbe beneficial. You will take
careofyourhomeand vehicle. Youwill visit
holyplaces.

y

Youwillfind solutionstolong-standing
problemswithadifferentapproach. Therewill
beexcitementin the family. Youwill consider
buyingahouseor plot. Youwillbe proud of your
children. Youwill enjoy meeting childhood
friends.

Complalntsofsewage
mixingwith drinking

wateramid denguethreat
Allegations thatwater

supplyis beingstopped

TAMBARAM: Asfearsofdenguefeverand other fevers
risein Tambaram Corporation, residents of Zone 3, Ward
43havealleged that the drinking water suppliedisyellowin
colourandhasafoulsmell. Drinking waterisbeing supplied
« bythe corporation
v fromthe Chitlapak-

‘ '} kamareatovarious

~ “T%m streetsincluding
y ¢ MMDA Nagar, Bha-
vaniTheru,and Babu
- Theru, whichare

Corporation Zone
3, Ward43. While
thecolorofthe drinking water hasreportedly changed for
thelast2months, peoplehave complained thatthe wateris
nowyellowin colorandhasafoulodor.
Theyalsosaythatthedrinking water tasteslike sewage
mixedin. Localsalso allege that when they complain to
the corporationauthoritiesabout this, they stop the water
supplyinstead of fixing the problem. Asaresult, theyare
sufferingfromalack of drinkingwater,and while the corp-
oration’shealth departmentiscurrentlyraisingawareness
aboutdenguefeverand other fevers, thelocal residentshave
requested thatthe corporation officialsimmediatelyinve-
stigate the quality ofthe drinking water, test water samples,
andfind apermanentsolutiontothe problem.
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Independence Day Celebration
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TELAVIV Onthe 30thof
last month, a Flydubaiflight
carrying 174 passengers
wasenroute from Dubaito
Tel Aviv, Israel. While the
aircraft was mid-air, the
co-pilotallegedly stabbed
the pilot—anIndiannational
named Smith Machar—with
aknifeandattemptedto crash

theplaneinto the ground

Asaresult, theaircraft plum-
meted from an altitude of
34,000 feettobelow 17,000
feet. Despitestrugglingwhile
bleeding profusely, Pilot
Smith Machar managed to
openthecockpitdoor,allow
passengersinside,and have
them restrain the co-pilot.

Subsequently, withthe
passengers’ assistance, he
executed an emergency
landingat Tabuk Airportin
SaudiArabia. All182people

| onboard, including the

passengers, survived. Smith
Machar, whowasinjuredin
the co-pilot’sattack, iscur-
rentlyundergoingtreatment
atahospitalin AbuDhabi.
Prime Minister Modispoke
tohimviaavideo call theday
beforeyesterday,commending
him forsaving theaircraftand
its passengersand praising
himforanactthathasmade
the entire nation proud.
Meanwhile, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
also spoke to Smith Machar

over thephone.

Hehailedhimasa “true
hero” tothe people of India
andIsrael, aswellasto the
entireworld. Furthermore,
heinvited Smith Machar
tojoin Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modiinlightinga
special ceremoniallamp at
Israel’sIndependence Day
celebrations, scheduled for
May nextyear.

Speaking on this, Ne-
tanyahu said, “Thisis the
highest honor bestowed
onIsrael’sIndependence
Day. Typically, thishonoris
reserved for Israeli citizens;
however, in thisinstance,
the entire people of Israel
embraceyouwithaffection”

1.20tonnes of garbage removedin
asingle day on Southern Railway

CHENNALI: The Swachhata
YeSeva2026series of cleanl-
inessdrives,launchedbythe

ChennaiDivisionofSouthern [

Railway two weeksago, was
completedon GandhiJayanti.

Theclosingceremonyand
Gandhi Jayanticelebrations
wereheldatthe ChennaiCen-

tral Railway Station premises. -
Southern Railway General =

Manager U.Subba Rao paid
floral tributes to Gandhi’s
portrait. Speakingat the ce-
remony, hesaid: Duringthe
continuouscleanlinessdrive
days,atotalof 1,851 places
werecleanedintheSouthern
Railway Zone. 8,274 people
wereinvolvedinit.65tonsof
old wastewereremoved from
585 placeswhereintensivecl-
eaningwascarriedout. Along

w1th rallway employees and
officials, studentsand profes-
sorswerealsoinvolvedinthis
work. Duringthecleanliness
drive, 572 sanitation workers
benefited from 42 medical
camps.

Theywerealso givena
safetyequipmentkit. During
thework, 2,665kgofoldiron
and unnecessaryitemswere
convertedinto artobjects.

On October1,2,675people
participated inasingle day
ofcleaningwork on Southe-
rn Railway,and 1.20 tons of
garbage wasremoved. Cle-
aning work will be carried
outthroughouttheyearon
Southern Railway. Hesaid this.
Theeventfeatured patriotic
songs, dances by Railways
and Railway Protection Force
personnel,artperformances

2,675 people engaged in cleamng work across the zone

by Railway Schoolstudents,
their painting exhibition, cle-

£ T anlinessawareness programs,

drama,and magicshow. Prizes
were given to the winners of

| thecompetitionsheld onthe
\ occasion of Gandhi Jayanti.

Certificatesandjutebags were
iventoallthe participants.
Additional General Ma-

- nager Vipin Kumar, Chennai

Railway Divisional Manager
Shailendra Singh, Additional
Divisional Manager Ankur
Chauhan,I. Senthil Kumar
and others were present at
theevent.

Southern Railway has
handled 31.401akh tonnes
of cargointhelast9 months
alone. Thisis 3 percentmore
thanthefiguretill September
2025, officialssaid.

RSS Lawyers Unit trained on
Supreme Court procedures

10 people from South Tamil Nadu division participated

NEW DELHI: The RSS, the parent
organization of the BJP, has about 40
main sections. Apart fromthis, about
2,500subesectionsarealso active. Am-
ongthese, the Akhil Bharatiya Adiwakta
Parishad (ABAP)was startedin 1992
forlawyers. Its Tamil Nadu branch, the
Akhil Bharatiya Valakkarinkar Sangam
(ABVS), wasstartedin 2013. It hastwo
sections, South Tamil Nadu and North

Tamil Nadu.

Lastyear, the Supreme Court training
camp foryounglawyers waslaunchedfor
thefirsttimeunderthe name Supreme

Vision’on behalfof ABVS. The second
training camp was held in Delhi from
September23to October 1. Inthis, five
younglawyers, onemaleand one fema-
le, from the South Tamil Nadu division
participated. All ofthem arelower court
lawyers. They learned about the work-
ings of the Supreme Court and worked
alongside senior lawyers as assistants.
Speakingto ‘Hindu Tamil Veer’, Pa-
lani District Branch Secretary M. Gokul
said, ‘Our biggest dream in the profess-
ionistoexperiencethe Supreme Court
firsthand. Duringthetrainingdays, we

also hadthe opportunitytomeet Justice
V. Mohana, a Tamil Supreme Court Ju-
stice. Atthattime, he gaveadvice on how
alawyershould act andtheimportance
oftheroleandimportance of lawyersin
theadministration of justice.

Theclosing ceremony ofthe training
wasgraced by the presence of M. Nagaresh,
President of the Akhil Bharat Adiwakta
Parishad andretired ChiefJustice of Ke-
rala High Court, and P. Bharat Kumar,
Senior Advocate of the Supreme Court.
Theypresented certificatesto the trained
younglawyers.

We should spread ourtraditional pride all over the
world: SnVuayendraSaraswatl Swamlempha3|zes

KANCHIPURAM: We
mustfirstrealizeour trad-
itionalprideand spread it
beyond ourborderstoother
countries, said Sri Vijayend- '
raSaraswathi Swamigal, the
head priest of the Kanchipu-
ram Shankara Math.

The centenary inaugu-
ration ceremony of former
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
International Executive

President Ashok Singhalwas |

heldin Kanchipuram the ni-
ghtbefore yesterday. Various
saintsand administrators of
the Hindu organization pa-
rticipatedinthe ceremony
held on behalfofthe North
Tamil Nadu Vishwa Hindu
Parishad organization at the
weddinghallnear the Ka-
makshi Amman Templein
Kanchipuram. Speaking at
the ceremony, Sri Vijayend-
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mSamswathtSwangal the
head ofthe Kanchipuram
Shankara Math, said, “We
mustfirstrealize our tradi-
tionalpride; then spread it
beyond ourborderstoother
countries. Great peoplelike
Kripananda Warrierin Ta-
mil Naduworked forthis.
Ashok Singhalwasthe
onewho came carryingbric-

v {3 E

ksforthebirth place ofRama
and sought blessings from
the Maha Periyar of the Ka-
nchipuram Shankara Math
and SriJayendraSaraswathi
Swami. His services to Kan-
chipuram and Tamil Nadu
arecommendable,” he said.
The ceremony was att-
ended by Union Minister of
Statefor Information and

BroadcastmgL Murugan,

Udasin Math’s Peethadhi
Karshini Anubhavanand
Mabharaj, SriSriSwami
Ramananda Maharaj, Sri
Hanuman Mataji, Vishwa
Hindu Parishad Internati-
onal President Alok Kumar,
Vishwa Hindu Parishad Ta-
mil Nadu President Gopalji
and others.
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G7NationsAgree
Potential Dropin
PetrolandDiesel Prices

./

G 7 nations have collectively agreed
to release 100 million barrels of crude
oil fromtheir emergency reserves into
the global market. This move is expected
toalleviate the global crude oil sho-
rtage and potentially bring petrol and
diesel prices in Indiaunder control.
The international crude oil supply chain
has been severely disrupted due to the on-
going tensions involving the US, Israel,
and Iranover the past eight months. In
particular, transport blockades at the
Straitof Hormuz—avital maritime route
intheMiddle East—caused global prices
forcrudeoil anddiesel tohitnewhighs.
Amidst this situation, US President
Trump warned that if European nations
failed to release their crudeoil re-
serves to the international market, a
ban would be imposed on diesel exports
from the US. Since European countries
Tike France and the UK rely heavily on
the US for more than half of theirdie-
sel supplies, Trump’s threatened ban
immediately sparked panicin their fuel
markets. The cost of refining crudeoil
intodiesel surged to an unprecedent-
ed Tevel of 9,600 ($100 USD) per barrel
in the international market. Driven by
fears of this shortage, diesel prices
at petrol stations across Europe skyr-
ocketed by up to 40 percent in just one
week. To curb the unprecedented risein
global fuel prices, G7 nations have col-
Tectively agreed to release 100million
barrels of crude oil from their emerg-
ency reserves into the global market.
This decisionwas reached during an em-
ergency video conference of G7 nations
Ted by French President Emmanuel Macron.

Key aspects of the planinclude the
immediate commencement of this eme-
rgency crude oil release, whichwiTll
continue over the next four months.
Toalleviate shortages, asignificant
portionof the reserveswill beintro-
duced to the marketwithin the first 20
days. The Paris&based International
Energy Agency (IEA) will oversee and
coordinate this entire release process
globally. Economic experts believe that
this decisivemove could reduce the gl-
obal crude oi1 shortage and potentially
bring petrol and diesel prices inIndia
under control. The measure is expected
to ease the current volatility in the

@ue] market. J

Agreement tobuy 114 more
Rafalefighter jetsby March
Air Force Chief A.P. Singh

NEW DELHI: Atapressconferenceheldyesterdayon
theoccasionof Air Force Day, Air ChiefMarshal A.P.Singh,
the Commander ofthe AirForce, said:

Negotiationsare ongoing for the Multi&Role Combat
AircraftProgramto purchase 1 14 more Rafale fighterjets
from France.

Keyissues,including pricing, are currentlybeingdiscu-
ssed.Ifallgoesaccordingto plan, the deal could befinalized
bytheend ofthe currentfiscalyear (March27). Toincrease
thestrength of the fighteraircraft unitsin the Indian Air
Force, thereisaneed toinduct36to40fighteraircraftevery
yearinthenextfewyears.

The firstphase ofthe 114 Rafaleaircraft procurement
project, whichhad been pending forabout20years, was
awardedin Februarythisyear. It willbe carried outthrough
adirectcontract with the French government. The Indian
AirForce currentlyhas 36 Rafaleaircraft.

Withtheaddition ofthenew 114aircraft, the total nu-
mberofRafaleaircraft willincreaseto 150, hesaid.
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Minister Rajmohan Offers rrs
Thirumalai Vaiyavur Perumal Temple

CHENGALPATTU:
Minister Rajmohan offered
prayerstodayatthe Perum-
altemplein Thirumalai
Vaiyavur.

Therenowned Perumal
temple,asignificant Hindu
place of worship,islocated
at Thirumalai Vaiyavur

near Maduranthakam

in Chengalpattudistrict.
Hundredsofdevoteesvisit
thistemple—oftenreferred
toas ‘South Tirupati’ or
‘Kutti Tirupati’ (Little
Tirupati)—dailyto offer
worship. Againstthisback-
drop, Minister Rajmohan,

whoholdstheportfolios for
School Education, Tamil
Official Language & Tamil
Culture,and Information
&Publicity, visited the
templetoday. Hestood
inthe queuealongwith
otherdevoteesto offer his
prayers.

Indian economyis growing rapidly
Principal Secretaryto the PM P.K. Mishra
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NEW DELHI: “Theentire
worldisfacinguncertainty.
However, theIndianeconomy
is growingrapidly; said P.K.
Mishra, Principal Secretary
tothe Prime Minister.

Aneconomicconference
organized by the Union Fin-
ance Ministrybeganin Delhi
yesterday. 180 economists

from 30 countries participa-
tedinit. International trade
wasdiscussed extensively
inthe conference. Speaking
atthe conference, Princi-
palSecretaryto the Prime
Minister, P.K. Mishra, said:

Duringthe Coronapa-
ndemic, countriesaround
theworldarefacingvarious
economiccrises.

Afterthis, various prob-
lemsarearisingattheintern-
ationallevel. Dueto this, the
entireworldisexperiencing
anunstableand uncertain
environment. However, the
Indianeconomyis growing
rapidly.

The country’s econo-
micgrowthrateduringthe

April&Juneperiod was 7.8
percent.
Thishasconfirmed that
theIndian economyis gr-
owingrapidly, surpassing
the estimates. The country’s
powersupplyand energysu-
pplyarestable. Vehiclesales
areincreasingsignificantly.
Wehave expanded India’s
supply chain. Wehave entered
into free trade agreements
with various countries. We
have enhanced the country’s
manufacturing capacity. Due
tosuchmeasures, theIndian
economyisstrong.
Warsand trade wars must
bestopped. Only then will
theglobaleconomyrecover.
ThisiswhatPK. Mishrasaid.

Omni bus owners complain about officials
hunting for bribesin the name of taxes

CHENNALI: The Omni
BusOwners Associationhas
accused officialsof engaging
inbriberyinthe nameoftaxes.

JayaPandian, president {figs

ofthe AllOmniBus Owners

Associationin Koyambedu, ' &

Chennai, told reporters: Th-
ereare continuousreports
that Omnibusesare char-
ginghigh fares. However,
no officialhasyet collected
proper finesfrom Omnibuses
forchargingexcessive fares.
Instead, theyare collecting
finesfrombusownersinthe
nameofinspection for cha-
rging excessive fares. They
collecttaxesranging from
Rs.40,000 per week to Rs.1
lakh per month pervehicle.
Tamil Naduvehicles going
from Tamil Nadu to other
stateslike Karnataka, Kera-

la,and AndhraPradeshare
passingthrough peacefully
withoutany difficulty. Ho-
wever, when vehicles from
neighboring states enter
Tamil Nadu, officials stop
thevehiclesatcheckpostsin
thenameofchecking. Dueto
this, asituationariseswhere
wehavetotravel withadelay
of 3hours. Thesamekind of
lootingthathappened during
theregimesof Dravidian par-

tiesiscontinuinginthis Ad C.
Whenwe complained tothe
minister thatthetaxshould
notbecollected three times
forOmnibusesinasituation
wherewepaymorethanRs.
10 croretothe government
per month, the officials did
notlistentous. Theysaid that
we cantake careofitafter the
by&elections. Thegovernm-
entshouldfindasolutionto
thisissue quickly. Hesaid this.

Rs.47.10lakh seized
|n Madhurantakam

MADHURANTHAKAM:
Inviewofthe Madhurantakam
Legislative Assembly byérelec-
tion, the Election Commission
isconductingintensive vehicle
checksinthe Madhurantakam

constituency.

the Ramapuram area next to

Madhurantakam, they stopped
acarcomingfrom Vandavasi
towards Chennaiand condu-
ctedacheck.

Ofthis, Rs.31lakh 30tho-
usandrupeesandanotherRs.

Followingthis, themoneywas

-, seized bythe Election Flying
~ Squad. Furthermore, when

the FlyingSquad conducted a
earchonthe Achiruppakkam

| BazaarRoad, acarthat came
W on thatroadwasfoundto be

carryingRs. 2lakhs without
properdocuments.

Further, when thetroops
conductedaraidonaprivate
hotel near Sothupbagam, they
seized Rs. 13 lakhs for taking
itwithout proper documents.
Theseized cashofRs. 47 lakhs
10thousandwas depositedin
thetreasury ofthe Madurai

Meanwhile, while the 80thousandrupeeswerefound District Election Officeinthe

Election Commission was
conductingvehicle checksin

tobetaken awaywithout pro-
perdocumentsinanother car.

presenceofthe Election Com-
mission Officer.
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Rama- Sita Celestial Wedding

Devotees Bld TG3 000 for 7 Coconuts

TRICHY:Itisbelieved thatat-
ter defeating Ravanain thewarin |=
SriLankaandbringingSitabackto [
Ayodhya, Lord Ramarested at Ka-
riyamanickamvillage (partofthe
Mannachanallur Panchayat Union)
alongtheway.

To commemorate this, the cel-
estialwedding of Sitaand Ramais |-
traditionally held here everyyear
onthethird Saturday of the Tamil |
month of Purattasi.

Accordingly, the wedding cer-
emony took place yesterday. Prior
tothe main event, *Homas* (sacred
firerituals) and *Thirumanjanam*
(holyablution) were performed.
This was followed by the celestial

2,000peopleinfected with dengue
inChennaiinasinglemonth

CHENNAL: With 2,000 peopleinfected with dengue
feverin Chennaiinasingle month, special medical ca-
mpsand mosquito eradication effortsarebeing carried
outintensively. The number of dengue fever casesin
Tamil Naduis continuouslyincreasing. Special wards
havebeensetupingovernmenthospitalsto treat dengue
patients.Ithasbeenadvised tokeepadequate medicines
instock.

However, the spread of dengue hasnotbeenbrought
under control. In Chennai, 2,000 people have been infe-
ctedwithdengueinthelastmonthalone,and 50 people
havetested positive for dengue the day before yesterday.
Thenumber ofdengue casesin TamilNaduso far this
yearhascrossed 20,000. Dueto the high prevalence of
denguefever,specialmedical campswereheldat 109
locationsin 15zonesin Chennaiyesterday. Tests were
conducted on those with fever

Mosquito eradicationactivitiesarebeing carried out
intensivelyto preventthe spread offeverincludingdeng-
ueinthe Chennai Corporationareas.

BoilerexplosionatAndhra
pharmaceuticalfactory kills
sworkers mcIudngTamlIs

TIRUPATI: Variousfactoriesare operatinginthecityarea
near Varadaiyapalayam, Tirupatidistrict, Andhra Pradesh.
Accordingly, the “TabletsIndia’ (TIL) pharmaceutical
factoryisfunctioning. Yesterdayataround 8.30 am, the
boilerinthisfactorysuddenlyexploded.Inthis, thefacto-
rycollapsedontheroad. Atthattime, 5workerswho were
workingthereweretrappedin thedebris.
Duringtherescueoperation, 3 people wererecovered
dead, while2 wererescued with seriousinjuries. Both of
them wereimmediately admitted to the Tada Government
Hospital for treatment. However, both of them died without
anybenefitfrom treatment. 2 ofthem were from Tamil Nadu.
Meanwhile, DILhasannouncedacompensation of Rs
50lakh eachtothefamilies ofthe deceased and will bear
theeducational expensesofthe children. AndhraPradesh
ChiefMinister ChandrababuNaidu expressed hisdeep co-
ndolencesover theaccident. Thecity policehaveregistered
acaseandareinvestigatingtheincident.

Tamil Nadu, including Chennai,

¥l homepujaroomsand consuming
themwilllead to marriage, the bl-
essing of children, the fulfillment
of wishes, and overall prosperity.
Inthis context, seven coconuts that
4/ hadbeen offered to the deity were
auctioned. Devotees competed
eagerlytobid for them. The first
coconutfetched thehighestbidat
|315,000.Intotal, theseven coconuts
wereauctioned for363,501. Many
devotees,including former Distr-
: : ict Councilor Amutha Jayaraman,
weddlng, the exchange ofgarlands, y31a aswellasfromvarious parts of participatedintheevent. Atnight,
andthe *Oonjal Utsav* (swing fes-
tival). Alargenumber of devotees Salem,and Trichy.
participated, arriving from foreign
countrieslike Sri Lankaand Mala-

LordRama,adornedinspecialattire,
wastakenoutinastreet procession

Devoteesbelieve thatplacingthe onthe*Garuda Vahanam*tobless
coconutsoffered to thedeityintheir thedevotees.

Rahul Ganthilaunches
Satyagraha digital platform

NEW DELHI: Cong-
ress Lok Sabha Oppositi-
onLeader Rahul Gandhi

launched adigital platform

called ‘Satyagraha’yeste-
rday. Later, Rahul Gandhi
spokeattheeventandsaid:
Youth, students, farme-
rs, tribals, Dalits, women

rightsindividually. But,
thevoicesthatriseindivid-
uallyare easily suppressed.

This ‘Satyagraha’ platform

waslaunchedtounitethe
voicesof people fighting for

havebeen fighting for their

variousissuessuchasland
rights, rightsof womenand
marginalized people, educ-
ation, elections, etc.onone
platform.
Thosewhoarefighting
againstinjustice willreg-
istertheir detailsin this.I
willextend mysupportand
supporttheminthestate,
onthestreetsand through
letters. Rahulsaid.

Wewillfight to protect democracy
CJP founder Abhijitannounces

MUMBALI: TheKara-
panpoochchiJanataParty
(CJP),whichhasbeenraising
various questionsregarding
theactivitiesofthe Election
Commissionand the Spec-
ialIntensive Revision (SIR)
exercisetorevisethevoter
list,hasbeen continuously

-
Various caseshavebeen

whostaged the protest.
Inthis context, CJP
founder Abhijit Dipke,in
' ‘ apostpublishedonhisX
siteyesterday, said, “Ca-
seshavebeenregistered
againstusfor protesting.
Filemore casesagainstus.
Wewillnotbeafraid ofall

demandingtheresignation registered against CJPactivi- that. Wewill continueto fight
stsand studentorganizations tosave democracy”

Tender Issued forNew 3115 Crore Railway
Line Between Morappurand RamMukkanur

of Gyanesh Kumar.

CHENNAL: Aspartofthe

Morappur-Dharmapurirai- %8

Iwayline project,atenderhas ¥

been 1ssued to constructanew

MorappurandRani Mukk- |

anuratacostof3I115crore. g#b““'

The Railway Board had ap- = :

proved the construction of

between Morappurand Dh-
armapuriatacostof3358.95
crorein2019.

However, landacquisition
faced delaysovertheyears.
Outofthetotal 93 acresofla-
ndrequired, approximately
50acreshavebeenacquired
so far. Railway construction

workis set to commenceon
theacquiredland. Inthefi-
rstphase,atenderhasbeen
issued for the 10&km stretch
between Morappurand Rani
Mukkanur. Workssuchassoil
testing, bridge construction,
andtracklayingwillbe carried

outatacostofZ115.30crore.

Theprojectwillbe completed
withintwoyearsofselecting
acontractor.

Southern Railway plans
toundertake work on the
remaining26&kmstretchin
thesubsequentphase.

16 Rameswaram fishermenreleased
from SriLankan jail arrive in Chennai

Sendingtohometowns

RAMESWARAM: 16 Ramesw- A
aram fishermen, whowerereleased
froma SriLankan prison, arrivedin
Chennaiby planeyesterday.

Eleven fishermen from Rames-

had gonefishinginamotorboaton =
August5. TheSriLankan Coast Guard,
whicharrivedthereatthattime,arr-
estedall 11 ofthemfor fishingacross | s
theborder. Similarly,on August12, |
nine Rameswaram fishermen who L L1
had gonefishingwerealsoarrested
bythe Sri Lankan Navy for fishing
acrosstheborder. The 20 fishermen
whoappearedbeforethe SriLankan
Justice Ministrywereremandedin Sri
Lankan prisons. The SriLankan Just-

50,000eachonthe20fishermenand released onpaymentofthefine. The
orderedtheirreleaseonpaymentof other4fishermenwereremandedin TamilNadugovernmentandsentto

released wererema-
ndedin custodyby
Indian embassy offi-
cials.Indianembassy
| officialsare making
4l arrangementstofly
the 16 fishermento
Chennai.
Followingthis, 16
fishermenwereflown
4 toChennaifromthe
SriLankan capital
| Colomboyesterday.
Theywerereceivedat
theairportbyofficials
from the Fisheries
Departmentofthe

iceMinistryalsoimposedafineofRs. thefine. Ofthese, 16 fishermenwere prison.The 16fishermenwhowere theirnative placesbyvehicle.
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Presidential Election in Brazil Today

ricannation currentlyled
by President Lulada Silva.
_ Twelvecandidatesarein

) | thefrayfor thepresidency,
includingtheincumbent
daSilvaand Flavio Nantes
Bolsonaro—the son of fo-
.. rmer PresidentJair Bolso-
~ naro. Towin theelection,
acandidate mustsecure
more than 50 percentof
thevotes.

Ifno candidateachiev-

esthis majority,arunoffel-
ectionwillbe held between
the top two vote&getters;
thatsubsequentelectionis
scheduled for the 25th of
thismonth.

Concurrently, elections for
state governorsand state
ministersarealso taking
placetoday. Approximat-
ely 160 million votersare
eligible to casttheir ballots
intoday’selections.

BRRZIL: Votmg for Brazilisset to take placeto-
the presidentialelectionin day. BrazilisaSouth Ame-

Crowds onthe Third Saturday of Purattasi
24 Hour Wait for Darshan atTirumala

*Brahmotsavam* and on
PurattasiSaturdays. Yesterd-
ay, coinciding with the third
Saturday ofthemonth, dev-
oteeswereseeneverywhere.
: Many had to waitup to
24hoursto catchaglimpse
! ofthe deity through *Sarva
4 Darshan*.
The Tirupati Devasth-
48 anamarranged for “Vaari
sy Sevakars’to frequently di-
# stributefood, snacks, milk,
,'- drinking water,and butter-
mllk todevotees waiting for
@ darshanin the Vaikuntham
ceptlonally lar geinfluxof queuecomplex. Crowds of

\\\\‘
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( general v1ew1ng) ofthe deity.
Thousands of devotees visit

TIRUMALA Huge crowds

Local 04.10.2026 OutStation 05.10.2026|

of devoteesthronged Tirumala
yesterday, marking the third
Saturday ofthe Tamilmonth
ofPurattasi. Consequently, it
tookupto24hoursfordevo-
teestohave*SarvaDarshan*

Tirumaladuringthe month
of Purattasitoworship Lord
Venkateswara (the Seven Hills
Lord) and fulfill their vows.
Itiscustomarytoseean ex-

devoteesduringPurattasi,a
month consideredauspicious
fortheLord.

The crowds swell even
further—often unexpecte-
dly—duringeventslike the

devoteeswerevisible everyw-
here—whetheratthe counters
for Ladduprasadam, tonsure
services, calendar distrib-
ution, oraccommodation
allotment.

Massive Mounds of Chemical Foam Gushing
from Kelavarapalli Dam Farmers Alarmed

HOSUR:Farmersare
concernedas mounds offo-
amgushoutalongwiththe
waterreleased through the
sluice gates of the Kelavara-
palliDamin Hosur.

The maximum waterlevel
oftheKelavarapalliDamin
Krishnagiridistrictis44.48
feet; currently, thewater
levelstandsat42.48 feet.
Yesterday, thedamreceived
aninflowof511 cubicfeet
ofwater persecond, while
551 cubicfeetpersecondis
beingdischargedintothe
ThenpennaiRiverthrough
thesluice gates.

120 kg of Sea Cucumbers Seized Near
Mandapam - Coast Guard Operatlon

RAMESWARAM : The Co- |
ast Guard seized 120 kg of bann-
edsea cucumbers in the waters of '3 '
the Palk Strait, near Mandapam. % 0y
Duringapatrol, Coast Guard personnel "“'\ '
from the Mandapam stationinspected £ i
anunregistered traditional boat that §
was stationed suspiciously near the
shoreinthe Palk Straitarea.

The inspection revealed ap-
proximately 120 kg of sea cuc-
umbers packed in six gunny bags.
The Coast Guard seized the contrab-
and and handed it over to the Forest S -
Department. pam Marine Police are investigating the smugglers who

Meanwhile, theForestDepartmentandtheManda— attemptedtotransporttheseacucumbersto SriLanka.

Moundsofchemicalfoam
areseengushingoutalong E8
withthedischarged water.
Itiscommon forsuch che-
mical foamtoappearinthe |
ThenpennaiRiverduring
therainyseason, caused by
chemicaleffluentsreleased
fromindustriesin the cat-
chmentareasof Karnataka 3
statemixingwiththeriver
water. Similarly, chemical
foamiscurrentlyvisiblein
patchesaroundthe Kelav-
arapalliDamarea, rese-
mblingablanket of snow.
Furthermore, strong winds
are causingthe chemical

o -.,:-" .k%,. _'\--f 2
foamtoswirl and driftonto on. Thefoamalso lands on
nearbyagriculturallands ~ motoriststravelingacross
androads. the causewaynearthedam.
Thishasmadeitimpossi- ~ Consequently, farmersand

bleforlivestock—suchas  motoristsalikearefacing

goatsand cattle—tograze  significanthardshipand
onthegrassandvegetati-  distress.

Samarayapattl V|Ilage islocated near Kumarallngam in the MadathukulamTaIukofT|ruppurd|str|ct Sltuated
onthe banks ofthe AmaravathiRiver, thevillage ishome toatemple complex—featuring shrines for Kalyana
Vinayagar, Adikesava Perumal (flanked by Srideviand Bhudevi), and Subramaniya Swamy—-builtupona
massive, single rock formation spanning approximately 15 acres. Villagers gathered at this temple to offer
prayersforrain;they poured *kanji* (porridge) onto the rockand consumedittogether.

us S B

The Union Ministerfor HomeAffairs and Cooperatlon Shr|Am|tShah |augurates State&level Exh|b|t|on

<o
_‘

N+

onNew Criminal Laws and attends Gaupalak Sammelanin Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

“TVKwillachieve a historic victoryin the
by election” MlmsterSengottalyan

TRICHY: Theby&election
forthe Dharapuram (Reser-

ved) Assembly constituency

in Tiruppurdistrictis sche-
duled to take place the day
after tomorrow (Tuesday).
In preparation for the
final phase of campaigni-
ng, Chief Minister Vijay is
conductinga ‘roadshow’
in Dharapuram today to
support TVK candidate Sa-
thyabhama, whois contes-
ting from the constituency.

Speakingtoreporters -
inTrichytodayregar-

ding the ChiefMinist-
er’scampaign, Minis-
ter Sengottaiyan said:
“ChiefMinister Vi-
jay,theleader of the
*Tamilaga VetriKa-
zhagam* (TVK)—a
partythatissteering
TamilNaduon theright path
and deliveringa corruptio-
n&freeadministration—is
settoholda‘roadshow’in

*‘%’/

Dharapuram today forthe
election campaign.
Peopleare eagerlywaiting
toseehim. Thevictory TVK
securesinthisby&election

will be a historic one,

' marking a significant

y chapterin Tamil Nadu’s
history.

Thiselection will pr-
ovetobeaturningpoint,
moreso than otherelec-
tions. TVKwillachieve

l} sucharesoundingvictory

thatneither the DMKnor
the ATADMK willeven dare
to contest the subsequent
by&election.” Hestated this
whileaddressingthe press.

Vijay’s Strategic Move Amidst
By Elections: Team of Tamil
Nadu Mlnlsters Heads to Kerala!

CHENNALI:: Chief Mi-
nister Vijayisdispatchinga
team of Tamil Naduministers
toKeralatomorrow, the 5th,
tomeetandhold discussions
with Kerala Chief Minister
V.D.Satheesan. Thedelega-
tionincludes TVKministers
PucchiAnand, Sengottaiyan,
and Arunraj,aswellas Cong-
ress minister Rajesh Kumar
andseveral senior officials.

During this meeting,
the ministersand officials
will discuss the Anaimal-
aiyar&Nallar project with
the Kerala Chief Minister.
Election strategists observe
thatthereisapolitical mo-
tivebehind Chief Minister
Vijaysending these ministers
toKeralaonthe5th,justas
by&electionsforthe Dhara-
puramand Maduranthakam
constituenciesin Tamil Nadu
are scheduled for the 6th.
Water from the Anaimalaiyar
River,which originatesin Ke-
rala, currently goesto waste
withoutbenefitinganyone.
The Anaimalaiyar&Nallar
projectaims to divert this
water via the Nallar stream
tothe Thirumoorthy Hills
Damin Tamil Nadu’s Tirup-
purdistrict. Ifimplemented,
this project would provide

\_%
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approxnnately 8.5t09TMC
of waterannuallytothe Thiru-
moorthyDam, therebylargely
meetingtheirrigationneeds
offarmersinthe Tiruppurand
Coimbatoredistricts. Like
the Athikadavu&Avinashi
project, the Anaimalaiya-
r&Nallar projecthasbeena
long&standing demand of
farmersin the Konguregi-
on. Farmersfrom Tiruppur
and Coimbatore have staged
numerous protestsover the
years forthiscause.

However, whilethe Dravi-
dianpartiesthathavegoverned
TamilNadushowed interest
duringtheprotests, theynever
succeededinovercomingthe
obstaclestoimplementation
orrealizingthe project’s obje-
ctives. Farmersinthe Kongu
region continue to wonder
whetherthe TVK government
willtake forward this project,
whichhasbeenlanguishing
fornearly60years. Although
Chief Minister Vijayhad paid
noattentionto thisscheme
duringhisfirstfour months
inoffice,heisnowdispatching
ateam of Tamil Naduminist-
erstodiscussitwith the Chief
Minister of Kerala.

Political strategistsand
analystsin TamilNadubelieve

thismovereflectshiselectoral
strategy. The Dharapuram
constituency, whereaby&el-
ectionissettotakeplace, falls
within the Tiruppur district.
TVKcandidate Sathyabama
facessignificantopposition
inthisconstituency;inmany
areas,sheisunabletoevenca-
mpaign forvotes. The Kongu
Vellala Gounder community
holdsthe powertodeterm-
inevictoryordefeatinthe
Dharapuram constituency.
ATADMK leader Edappadi
Palaniswamibelongstothis
community; consequently,an
ATADMK defeatherewould
betantamounttoadefeat for
Palaniswami—and by ex-
tension, the Kongu Vellala
Gounder communityitself.
Membersofthe community
arethereforeanxiousto pr-
eventthe defeatofaleader
fromtheirownranks. Chief
Minister Vijaybecameawa-
reofthissentiment through
intelligencereports.

While consultingwith his
advisorsandofficialsonhowto
garner supportfromfarmers
belongingto other comm-
unitiesin the constituency,
thelong&standingdemand
regarding the Anaimalaiy-
ar&Nallar project—acause

farmershave championed for
sixdecades—wasbroughtto
hisattention. Theyexplainedin
detail the obstaclespreventing
theproject’simplementation.
Theyalsosuggested thatifthe
TVKgovernmentappeared
genuinely concerned about
thisdemand, it might shift
thefarmers’attention toward
TVKinDharapuram.
Following this, a plan
wasfinalized for Tamil Nadu
ministerstomeetthe Chief
Minister of Kerala. A request
foranappointmentwasma-
detoKerala Chief Minister
Satheesan onbehalfofthe
government. The Kerala go-
vernmentinitiallysuggested
schedulingthe meeting for
thesecond weekof October.
However, the TVK govern-
mentgently pressed foran
earlier date, expressing Chief
Minister Vijay’s preference for
themeetingto take placeon
October 5th. Consequently,
the Kerala Chief Minister
agreed, and the meetingis
nowset for tomorrow.
Ithasalsobeendecidedto
givethe meeting significant
publicity. With electionssc-
heduledforthe6th, thesole
objectiveofthismeetingisto
projecttheimage that Chief
Minister Vijayis committed
to fulfilling this project—a
long&standingdemand offa-
rmersinthe Tiruppurdistrict.
However, politicalanalystssay
the “million&dollar question”
remains: will this electoral
politicalstrategy ofthe Vijay
governmentactually make
animpactonthefarmersof
Dharapuram?

The Union Ministerfor Finance and CorporateAffalrsSmt Nirmala Sitharaman attends the 5th Kautilya
Economic Conclave,inNew Delhi.
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