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PMModi, Swiss President Guy Parmelin
hold bilateral talks at Hyderabad House

NEW DELHI: Swiss Pr-
esident Guy Parmelin on
Monday held bilateral talks
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modiat Hyderabad House,
continuinghishigh&level
engagementsin New Delhi.

Earlierin the day, Pre-
sident Parmelin attended
asolemn wreath&laying
ceremony at Rajghatto pay
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi,
accompanied by his wife,
Caroline Parmelin.

External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar also called
onthevisiting Swissleader.
Detailingthe engagementin
aposton X, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar stated,
“Pleasedto call on President
GuyParmelin @ParmelinG
ofthe Swiss Confederation,
visiting Indiaon a State Visit.
Deeplyappreciate President
Parmelin’s sentiments towards
deepeningour partnership,
building on the promise of
India&EFTA TEPA.

Confidentthathis meeting

with PM @narendramodiwill
further our engagementacr-
ossawiderangeofdomains”
Buildinguponthese warm
diplomaticexchanges, Swiss
Confederation President Guy
Parmelin stated on Monday
thathisvisitservesasa “stepp-
ingstone” towards fortifying
the “closeandlong&standing
partnership”binding the two
countries.
Markingtheformalcom-
mencementofhisitinerary,
President Parmelin received
an official ceremonial rece-
ptionattheforecourtofRa-
shtrapati Bhavan, wherehe
was greeted cordially upon
arrival by President Droup-
adiMurmualongside Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressingmembersofthe
press following the welcome
ceremony, President Parme-
linremarked, “Thevisitisan
excellentopportunitytoem-

phasise theimportancethat
both Switzerland and India
attach tothisrelationship.”
He further noted that
diplomaticties connecting
Indiaand Switzerland are
anchored upon “shared de-
mocraticvaluesaswellason
trustand mutual respect”
“Myvisitisasteppingst-
onetowards further growth,
deepeningandstrengthening
of our close,broadandlon-
g&standingpartnership.Iam
pleasedandhonoured thatwe
havethe chancetoexchange
views on matters ofbilateral
andglobalimportance,” the
Swisshead of state stated. “I
am especially glad that my
stayin India will enable us
tocommemorate the first
anniversary of theentryinto
forceofthe India&EFTA Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement, TEPA, headded.
TheIndia&EFTA Tradeand

i

EconomicPartnership Agr-
eement (TEPA) constitutes
anexpansive freetrade pact
established between India
andthe four European Free
Trade Association (EFTA)
member nations, compris-
ingIceland, Liechtenstein,
Norwayand Switzerland.
Havingbeen formally si-
gnedonMarch 10,2024, the

Toor Dal Procurement: TVK
Government Saves Rs.187 Crore

CHENNAIL: TheCivil __

Supplies Departmenthas &

announced thatthe TVK g

governmenthassavedRs.
187 crorebyprocuringto-

ordal—distributed to the =

public through fair price
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shops in Tamil Nadu— ;- -#

atalower price compa-
red to previous periods.
InTamilNadu, commodities
suchasrice,sugar,and wheat,
alongwithtoordal,aresoldat
subsidized rates through fair
priceshops.

The state government
procures the toor daland
suppliesitto these outlets.
Accordingtodatareleased
by the Civil Supplies Depar-

tment, expenditurehasbeen
reducedbyRs. 187 crore over
thelast three monthsdueto
thelower procurement cost
oftoordal.
Duringtheprevious DMK
administration, toor dal was
procuredatRs.109.15 perki-
logram;however, under the

TVKadministration, ithas
been procuredatRs.77.89
perkilogram.
Thisrepresentsasav-
ing of Rs. 31 per kilogr-
am compared to the earl-
ier procurement price.
Consequently, atotal of Rs.
187 crorehasbeensaved on

toordal procurementcosts
overthepastthreemonths.
WhileRs. 654 crorewas
spentontoordalprocurement
duringthesameperiodlast
yearunderthe DMKadmi-
nistration, onlyRs.467 crore
was spentunder the TVK
administration, resulting
inasavingofRs. 187 crore.
A total 0f 60,000 tonnes of
toordalhasbeen procured
for distribution to fair price
shops.

The Civil Supplies De-
partmenthasclarified that
despitethereductioninpr-
ocurement costs, there has
beenno compromiseinthe
quality ofthetoordal.

India- CanadaTrade Agreement
Crucial Talks Begin Today

CANADA:Indiaand
Canadaareactively wo-
rking tofinalizea Com-
prehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
bythe end of this year.
Thethirdround ofbila-
teral talksto finalize the
agreement took placein
Ottawa, Canada, lastJuly,
while the fourth round
concluded successtfully
in Delhionthe 18th of
last month.

The fifth round of
negotiations is now
taking place in Canada.
Trade officials stated the fo-
llowing regarding the talks:
Thenegotiations,involving
ministers and officials from
both nations, are schedul-
edtolastfive days, with the

talks expected to conclude
onOctober9.
Both countrieshave set

atargettofinalize the trade
agreementby theend of this
year; consequently, the pa-
ceofnegotiationshasbeen
intensified.

CANADA

s Meeting

Oncefinalized, theagree-
mentcouldlead toareduction
or complete elimination of
tariffs onvarious goods tra-
dedbetween the two nations.

Additionally, theagree-
mentwill cover aspects such
assimplifyingregulations

for skilled profes-
sionals to work in
either countryand
promotinginvest-
ments.

Indiaand Can-
adahad originally
initiated negoti-
ations for thisag-
reementin2015.
Subsequently, the
talks were halted.
= Later,both nations
decided toresume
formalnegotiati-
onsin November
2025. Meanwhile, Canadian
Trade Minister Maninder
Sidhuis scheduled to visit
Delhithis month, accom-
paniedbya300&member
trade delegation, officials
added.
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accord officially took effect
onOctober 1,2025.
“Itistheright moment
to celebratehow far wehave
cometo gether, butevenmore
importantly, toshapeourjoint
future,” President Parmelin
observed. Having touched
downinIndiaon Monday
toundertakeathree&day
Statevisitattheinvitation

highlevelengagementsin New Delhi

|
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of Prime Minister Modi, the
Swissleader’s high&level
itinerary centresonenhan-
cingbilateral collaboration
acrosscommerce, investm-
ent, scientificadvancement,
technologicalinnovationand
workforce mobility.

The Ministry of Extern-
al Affairs (MEA) noted that
President Parmelinistrave-

llingalongsidea prominent
delegation consisting of
senior officialsand corpor-
ate executives, markinghis
maiden State visit to India
and hissecondjourneyto
the nation thisyear, follow-
inghis participationinthe
Allmpact Summitin New

| Delhiin February2026.

Duringthecourseofthe
visit, President Parmelin will
likewise meet with President
Droupadi Murmu, who is
slated tohosta ceremonial
banquetinhishonour.

The diplomatic enga-
gementacquires distinct
prominence given that Pr-
esident Parmelinissetto
attend the second India&-
EFTA Prosperity Summit
on October 7, signalling
theinauguralanniversary
ofthe operationalisation of
TEPA.Emphasising Switze-
rland’scritical standingasan

economic collaborator, the
MEA noted thatamong EFTA
member states, Switzerland
functionsasIndia’s primary
tradeandinvestment partner,
underscoringthe enduring
connectionslinking both
nationsandthe necessity of
maintaining consistenthi-
gh&level dialogues. “India
and Switzerland sharelon-
gstanding friendlyrelations.

Thisvisit will furtherst-
rengthen bilateral relations,
buildingupon theregular
high&level exchangesand
deepencooperationinnew
areasof mutualinterest,” the
MEA stated. The diplomatic
undertaking transpires against
abackground of continuous
high&levelinteractionsbe-
tween New Delhiand Bern,
notingthatthe mostrecent
Statevisitexecuted byan Ind-
ianPresidentto Switzerland
occurredin2019, whereas
Prime Minister Modi un-
dertookofficialjourneysto
Switzerlandin2016and 2018.

Anaimalaiyar- Nallar Irrigation Project: TN
Ministers' Delegation Visit to Kerala Postponed

CHENNATI: Thevisitofa
Tamil Naduministerial del-
egation to Kerala, intended
for discussions regarding
the Anaimalaiyar&Nallar
project,hasbeen postponed.
The Anaimalaiyar&Nallar

-

projectaimstodivertwater

from the Anaimalaiyar—w-
hichoriginatesinKeralaand
currentlyflowswastefullyinto
the Arabian Sea—viatheNallar
streamto the Thirumoorthy
Damin Tamil Nadu.

Implementing this pr-
ojecttoprovideirrigation
facilities for the Coimbatore,
Tiruppur,and Erodedistricts
hasbeenalong&standing de-
mand of Tamil Nadu farmers.
The TamilNaduministerial

delegation had planned to
visit Kerala today todiscuss
the project’simplementation
withtheKeralagovernment.
The delegation comprises

% Tamil Nadu Water Resourc-
{ esMinister Anand, Revenue

Minister Sengottaiyan, Health
Minister Arunraj,and Tour-
ism Minister Rajesh Kumar.

Theteamwasscheduled
tomeet Kerala Chief Mini-
ster V.D. Satheesanand the
state’s Irrigation Minister.
However, the planned visitby
the Tamil Nadu ministerial
delegation toKeralafor consu-
Itationson the Anaimalaiyar-
&Nallarirrigation projecthas
beentemporarily postponed.
Thevisithasbeen postpon-
edduetotheenforcementof
theelection model code of
conduct.

Depriving theright to vote cannot bejustified
Supreme Court Judge's significant remarks

IYDERABAD:
Supreme CourtJudge Ujjal
Bhuyanhasstated thatany
procedurewhichstrips
crores of Indian citizens
oftheirvotingrights—t-
herebyreducingthemto
disenfranchised,second&-
classcitizensin theirown
country—isfundamentally
arbitrary.

Heremarked thatsuch
actionsstrikeatthevery
foundation of the Constitu-
tionandnegate the con-
stitutional order we have
embraced undertheIndian
Constitution.

Justice Bhuyan wasad-

dressingthevaledictory
functionofthe 19thNAL-
SAR&Justice PR. Sawhney
Memorialeventheldat
NALSAR University of Law
inHyderabad, Telangana.
Hestated:

“ThelIndian Constitution
doesnotcreatetwo classes
of citizens—those with
votingrightsandthose
without. Any procedure
thatdeprivescroresofIn-
diancitizens of theirright
tovote, turningtheminto
disenfranchised,second&-
classcitizensin theirown
country,isfundamentally
arbitrary. No counter&-

strikesattheveryfound-
ation ofthe Constitution.
Article 14 guaranteesthe
righttoequalityforall,and
Article26 grantsvotingri-
ghtstoalladults. Therefore,
suchmeasuresrun counter
tothese provisions.Iwould
evensay thatthisnegates
the constitutional order

wehaveaccepted
under theIndian
Constitution.
Onceavoter’s
nameappearson
theelectoralroll, it
cannotberemoved
—unlesstheperson
hasdied—without
providingduenoticeand
anopportunity forthemto
beheard” “AnIndian citiz-
en’srighttovoteorrightto
beincludedintheelectoral
roll cannotbeseparated
from their citizenship. Sep-
aratingthem wouldbeakin
toremovingthesoulfrom
thebody; hesaid.
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“Youwill successfully compleéte stalled tasks
using your unique approach. You will realize
thathasty decisions were the cause of certain

problems. Avoid eating outside food; pay

attention toyourhealth.

Youwill receive timelyassistance from
unexpected sources. Yourwordswill carry
moreweightwithin the family,and yoursocial
standingwillimprove. Oldacquaintances may
reach outto you. Workload atyourjob will
decrease.

Youwillembark on new ventures. Youwill
replacefaultyelectronic gadgets, electrical
appliances, orhousehold items with new ones.
Youwillfind peaceand happiness through your
children. Outstanding dueswillberecoveredin
yourbusinessor trade.

Suddentravel or visits from relatives may
lead to unexpected expenses. Exercise caution
and patienceinbusiness dealings. Workload at
theoffice willincrease. Youwill developaninter-
estinspirituality, meditation,and yoga. Patience |-
isrequiredinallmatters.

Auspiciouseventsathomethatwere
.previouslydelayed willnowbearranged. You
.willreceiveblessings from spiritual elders. Old

acquaintances will seek youout. Youwillearn
appreciation for yourinvolvementin public
activities. Avoid speakingharshlytoanyone.

¢

Financialand material gains will be satisfactory. Hap-

piness within the family willincrease. Siblings
fon)

Youwill have openandheartfelt conver-
sations with family members. Your status
amongrelatives will rise. Some may getan
opportunity to travel abroad. Your words will
carrymore weightat work. Vehicle-related
repairissues willberesolved. Youwill extend
help to those who cometoyouinneed.

will provide timely assistance. Your parents’
healthwillimprove. Business profits will rise.
You willexperiencepeace of mindatthe
workplace. Exercise cautionin your speech.

Thearrival of relatives and friends will
bringlasting happiness to yourhome. Your
children’shealth will stabilize. Government of-
ficialswillbe helpful. Unnecessary arguments
atthe workplace will cease. Youwill recover old
debtsthatyou thought were uncollectible.

a2

Youwilltake theinitiative tohandle multiple _
tasks yourself. Misunderstandings within the
familywillresolve,leading to greaterharmony. -4
Outstanding duesinbusinesswillberecovered.
Expectedassistance maybeslightly delayed. You
willacquire new possessions.

Practice compromise within the family.
Handle expensiveitems,jewelry,and important
documentswith care. Workload willincrease
onvarious fronts. Exercise cautioninbusiness
dealings. Interestin spirituality will grow.

— Your statusandrespectinsocial circles will
rise. Youwillbenefit through yoursiblings.
Marriage-related negotiations will prove
successful. Out-of-town trips willbring happi-
ness. Workloadatthe officewill decrease,and
superiorswillappreciateyour efforts.

y

Yourcircleoffriends will expand. You will
replaceyourold vehiclewithanewone. Financial
assistance for purchasingahouse orvehiclewill |
becomeavailable. Governmentandbanking-re- |
lated matters willbe completed swiftlyand
efficiently.

Relatives Carry Pregnant
WomaninaMakeshift Sling
for§ kmin AndhraPradesh

SRIKAKULAM:
Inthe Srikakulam di-
strictof AndhraPrad-
esh, manytribalareas
stilllack properroad
connectivity, causing
significanthardship for
residentstryingtoreach
hospitalsand schools.
Againstthisbackdrop,
Thamini(27), thewife
of Mangaraju from
Thadakapallivillage
in Alluri SitaramaRaju
- district,wasninemo-
nthspregnant.

Shewentintolabor
last Thursday. Although
aPrimaryHealth Centreislocated 8km fromtheirvillage,
thereisnoproperroadtoreachit;therouteinvolvestraversing
hills, forests,and small water bodies. Recentheavyrainsin
theareahad further worsened the conditions. Conseque-
ntly, herrelatives seated Thaminiin amakeshiftslingand
carried herfor8kmalongthetreacherous mountain path.
Uponreachingaplacecalled Samagatta, theytransported
herbyjeeptotheregionalhospitalin Chintapalli.

Shereceivedimmediate medical attention thereand
gavebirthtoahealthybabygirl. Doctors confirmed that
boththemotherandtheinfantare doing well. Residents of
theareahaveappealed for the provision ofroad and street
lighting facilities connecting theirvillage to Samagatta.

inganelection campaignin

Dharapuram, Chief Minister 7

Vijayurged the public not
tovotefor or support those

who speakdisrespectfully #

orabusivelyabout women.

Yesterday (Oct.4)—thefinal :

day of campaigning for the
by&electionin the Dharapur-

DHARAPURAM:Dur-
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am constituencyof Tiruppur sF

district—TVKleaderand
Chief Minister Vijay cond-
uctedaroadshowto garner
publicsupport.

The ChiefMinisterarrived
in Coimbatore from Chennai
viaaprivatejetand thentrav-
eledto Dharapurambyhelic-
opter. Boardinga campaign
vehicle,hecommencedthe
roadshow, wavingand offering
greetingstothe crowdsgathe-
redonbothsidesofthestreet.
Addressingthepeoplegathered
intheheartof Dharapuram
town, hesaid: “Voting for the
DMKanditsalliance parties
istantamounttosupporting

those who speakabusively
aboutwomen. Those who
speak disparaginglyabout
the mothersand sisters of
our familiesshouldneverbe
forgiven”Iamnotsayingthis
merelyforelectoralgain. The
recentremarksmadeby DMK
leader M.K. Stalinandhisson
duringtheirvisitto Dharapu-
ramhave caused great shock.
Thewordstheyusedregarding
Sister Sathyabhama wereap-
pallingand unfittobeheard.
Icantolerateanycriticism
directed at mepersonally.
However, I certainlywill
notremainsilentifthewomen

ofourfamilies—ourmothers
orsisters—arespokenofina
derogatorymanner. Thisisthe
natureofthe DMK’s conduct.
Wemustteachthemafitting
lessonin thisby&election.

The Chief Minis-
ter spoke in this vein.
Rekla CartRide: The heat
wasmoreintense yesterday
thanusual.

Yet, thousandsofpeople
gatheredalongtherouteto
welcome Vijay. Uponreac-
hingthe AmaravathiRiver
bridgein Dharapuram, Vi-
jay stepped down from the
campaignvehicle,boardeda

Local 05.10.2026 OutStation06.10. 2026|

“Twill not remain silentif mothers or sisters
are spoken of disrespectfully”

cart) parked byafarmer,and

: rodeitforashortdistance.

Throughoutthejourney, he
enthusiasticallyaccepted
gifts offered by volunteersat
variouslocations.
Onthewayto Moolan-

8 ur,uponspottingdecorated

X

Kangayambulls, he stepped
outofhisvehicletotake ph-
otographswiththem.Inthe
Moolanurarea, the Chief
Ministervisiteda drumstick
groveandinteracted with the
workersthere.

Hethenharvested dru-
msticksusingabamboopole
fittedwithahook. Farmersand
workerstookphotographswith
the ChiefMinisteratthesite.
Followingthis, hevisited the
Vanchiyamman Templein
Moolanur to offer prayers.
Uponleaving the temple,
Vijaywalkedalongtheroad
forabouthalfakilometer,
canvassing for votesamong
the gathered crowd.

India Finishes 4th in Medal Tally

Asian Games Conclude with
Spectacular Cultural Performances

NAGOYA: The 20th Asian Games,
heldin Japan, concluded with spect-
acular cultural performances. India
securedthefourthpositioninthe medal
tallywith atotal of 85 medals, compr-
ising21 gold, 27silver, and 37 bronze.
The Asian Games took placein the
Aichie~Nagoyaregion ofJapan. While
allcompetitions concluded the day
beforeyesterday, the closingceremony
washeldinagrandmanner yesterday.
Chinatopped the medaltally by amassing
341 medals, including 169gold, 89silver,

and 83 bronze.

Hostnation Japan secured second
placewith269medals (83 gold, 95silver,
91 bronze). South Koreatook third place
with 150 medals (39 gold, 43 silver, 68
bronze). India finished fourth, securing
atotal of 85medals (21 gold, 27 silver, 37
bronze). Notably, at the previous Asian

that achievement.

Thegames, which began on September
19, concludedthe day before yesterday,
withapproximately 11,000 athletes pa-
rticipating. Indian shooter Neeru Dha-
ndaputup animpressive performance,

Games held in Hangzhou in 2023, India
had achieved arecorde~breakingperfor-
mance by securing 106 medals, including
28gold, and finishing fourth; however,
thecurrenttallyis 21 medalslower than

winning three medals. She
brought honor to the Indian
contingent by carryingthena-
tionalflagduringtheparade at
yesterday’s closing ceremony.

. Tamil Nadu athlete Vithya

Ramraj achieved a remar-

b kable feat by winning three

medals—onegold, onesilver,
andone bronze. Followingthe
athletes’parade, aspectacular

array of cultural performances and stunt
showstook place, accompanied by laser
displays within the stadium. Subsequ-
ently, the Asian Games were officially

declared closed. The next Asian Games

arescheduledto be heldin Doha, Qatar,
in2030. Following this, Sheikh Joaan
bin Hamad Ale»Thani, President of the
Olympic Council of Asia, handed over
the Asian Games flagto Qatariofficials.

889 Government Employees and Officials
Sentenced to Prisonfor Briberyin the Last 10 Years

CHENNATI:In Tamil Na-
du, 889 governmentofficials
and employees havebeen
sentencedtoprisonoverthe
pastdecadein casesrelated
toacceptingbribes. The Di-
rectorate of Vigilance and
Anti&Corruption (DVAC)
takeslegalactionbased on
complaintsand through covert
surveillance of government

officesacrossthestate.
They conduct surp-
riseraids and seize unac-
counted bribe money.
Inthisregard,32.15crore
wasseizedlastmonthalone.
Ofthisamount,¥1.87 crore
hadbeenreceivedbygovern-
mentoflicialsand employees
via‘Google Pay’. Inbribery
cases, thepolice successfully

provetheguiltoftheaccused
in courtusingappropriate
documentationand witness
testimony,

ensuring they rec-
eive prison sentences.
Sofarthisyear, 73 individuals
havebeensentenced to pris-
on, bringingthetotalto 889
governmentemployeesand
officialsoverthelast 10years.

Officialsfrom theanti&-
corruption wing stated that
thehighestnumber of con-
victions— 126 officialsand
employees—wasachievedin
the2024-2025period. They
noted that duetothe COV-
ID&19outbreak, convictions
werelimited to41 individuals
in2020-2021and 51 indivi-
dualsin2021-2022.

ITEngineer Arrestedfor Decelving Over
15 Women with Marriage Promises

CHENNAI: A 39 year
old man from Chennaihas
beenarrested by the poli-
ceforswindling money fr-
ommorethan 15womenby
promising to marry them.
Policesources provided the
following details: A young
woman from Coimbatore,
whoworksin Malaysia, had
registeredher profileonapo-
pular matrimonial website.

There, she met a man
named Kannan (39).Hecl-
aimedtobeasoftware eng-
ineer working for a private
firmin Ambattur, Chennai.
Hetold her thathe was pr-
eviouslymarried buthad
separated from hiswifeand
waslookingforapartner for
asecond marriage.

Believinghisclaims, the
woman from Coimbatore co-
ntinuedtointeractwith him.
Theymetwheneverhevisited
Chennai. Kannan promised
tomarryher,invitedhertoa
lodge,and spenttimealone
withheronseveral occasio-
ns.Itisalleged that Kannan
obtained approximately311
lakh fromthewomanbyciting
variousreasons. Later, when
thewomanhappenedto ch-
eckKannan’smobile phone,
she found videosshowing
himinintimatesituations
with several other women.
When she confronted him
aboutthis, Kannan failed to
provideasatisfactory exp-
lanationand triedtoevade
theissue.

It wasrevealed thathe
had deceived morethan 15
women—includingher—by
engaginginintimaterelation-
ships, filmingtheencounters,
and thenusingthefootageto
blackmailand extortmoney
fromthem.

Thewomanlodgedacom-
plaintwith the State Commi-
ssion for Womenin Chepauk,
statingthatoutofthe311lakh
hehadtakenfromher,Kannan
hadreturnedonly34.15lakh
andhad cheatedherbyfailing
topaytheremainingamount.
Aninvestigation into the
matter was ordered, to be
conducted by the Vepery
All&Women Police Station.
Theinquiryrevealed that,in
additiontothewoman from

Coimbatore, Kannanhad us-
edthesamemodusoperandi
todeceivewomenresidingin
Chennai, Madurai, Bengal-
uru,and Mumbai, as well as
incountriessuchasCanada,
Singapore, and Malaysia.
Police stated that manyofthe
womenaffected byhim mig-
hthaverefrained fromfiling
complaints, fearing that the
disclosure of the matter wo-
uld cause problemsin their
marriedlivesand families.
Followingthis, thepolice
apprehended Kannan—the
person facingtheallegations
—andareinterrogatinghim.
However, he continuestodeny
theaccusationsleveledagainst
him. Theinvestigationinto
thematterisongoing.

s

October 05 Patna 2026

SchoolBenches Serveas PIIIars
for;'BiharScho_oI Bu‘iIdi‘ng

A government pr1 mary schoo1 operates
inKiratpurvillage, near AlinagarinBi-
har’s Darbhangadistrict. The school bui-
Tdingisinaseverelydilapidated state;
recently, oneofitspillars collapsed.
FolTowing this, a temporary arrange-
ment was made to prevent the building
fromcollapsing by stacking students’
seats, benches, and bricks to act as su-
pports. Local residents and teachers
explained the situation: 190 students
study at the Kiratpur Government Primary
School, where 10 teachers work. Curre-
ntly, the school has onTly two rooms. One
roomis used for administrative work,
while classes for all 191 students are
conducted in the other. The school bu-
ildingis crumbling and on the verge of
colTapse. With the recent colTlapse of
apillar, benches have been repurposed
to serve as structural supports. The
building also leaks during the rainy
season. Local residents and teachers
have expressed the need to demolish the
oldbuildingand construct a newone, as
well as to build adequate classrooms.
Maithili Thakur, the MLA for the Alinagar
constituency inBihar, raised the issue of
the diTapidated state of the Kiratpur sch-
001 buildinginthe Legislative Assembly.
FolTowing this, the Bihar government
has ordered the demoTlition of the old
building and the construction of a new
one. Government officials stated, “Wh-
ile records show an enrolIment of 191
students, our inspections reveal that
only 50 students actually attend. The
school is currently operating froma
different building to ensure student
safety, anda new buildingwilTl be con-

Ktructed soon.

Tradeagreementnegotlatlons
arefavorabletolndia: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

NEW DELHI: A conference of municipal lead-
ersbeganin Delhiyesterday. Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman attended the eventand spoke ab-
out the ongoing trade agreement negotiations.
Shestated thattradeagreement talksare currently un-
derwaywith several countries. Regarding the negotiat-
ions with the United States, asignificantstage hasbeen
reached, and the outcome s favorable for India; the US
aims toreduce the trade deficit. She emphasized that
the India&European Union trade agreementis of par-
amountimportance, asitrepresents one&third of the
global economyand a population of two billion people.
Sheaddedthatifthe prevailing conditionsremain favora-
ble, tradeagreements with three countries could be signed
withinthisyear.

'Flydubai’ Co-pilot Faces
Potentlal Death Penalty

DUBAIL: Hamam Al&Hamami,
~| anOmani co&pilotwhoattacked
Indian pilot Smith Macharona ‘Fly-
dubai’ passenger flight, has confessed
toplotting to destroy theaircraft.
Amidstthis, reportsindicatethatthe
‘ United Arab Emirates (UAE) iscon-
7 ‘ sideringimposingthe death penalty-
—aseveremeasure—forthiscrime.
AnIsraelinewsagency published thisreport. Co&pilot
Hamam Al&Hamami, currentlyin UAE custody,isund-
ergoingintenseinterrogation; reportssuggest thatIsraeli
security officialsarealso participatingin the process.

A USnewsagencyreported his confession to Saudi
Arabian police, stating, “He planned to destroy the pl-
ane. Hehadno fear of death” Itisagainst thisbackdrop
thatinformation hasemergedregardingthe UAE’s mo-
vetoseek the death penalty for Hamam Al&Hamami.
The ‘Flydubai’ flight departed from Dubai, UAE, bound for
Tel Aviv, Israel, last Wednesday (Sept. 30) morning with
180peopleonboard.

Theflight carried 174 passengersand a crew of six,
includingtwo pilots. Indian pilot Smith Machar (39) was
operatingtheaircraft,accompanied by the Omanico&pilot.
Suddenly, the co&pilotattacked Indian pilot Smith Machar
usinganaxekeptin the cockpit. Although caughtoft gu-
ard, Machar foughtbackbravelyagainst the co&pilot. He
helped open the cockpitattheright momentand, withthe
assistance of fellow passengers,landed theaircraftsafelyin
Saudi Arabia, therebysaving the passengers’lives. World
leaders, including Prime Minister Modi, have expressed
theirappreciation for hisactions.
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Kerala Government Orders Probe into |

FLASH

Old Case Against Gyanesh Kumar

Political Leaders \Welcome the Move
gopallodgedaformz.il '__
complaintregardingthis v 4

i

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
TheKeralagovernmenthasordered
the Vigilance Department to cond-
uctaninquiryintoacomplaintfiled
20yearsagoagainst ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Opposition partieshavebeenlevel-
ingseriousallegationsagainst Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumarregardingissuessuchasthe
specialintensiverevision ofelectoral
rolls. Furthermore, protestsdeman-
dinghisresignationhavebeentaking
placefollowingaccusationsthathe
madeunilateral decisions, overrid-
ingtheobjectionsoffellow Election
Commissioners.

Amidstthischargedatmosphere,
theKeralagovernmenthasordereda
Vigilanceinquiryagainst Gyanesh Ku-
mar. Thedetailsareas follows: Gyanesh
Kumar,asenior IASofficerbelonging
totheKeralacadre,servedinvarious
departmentsin the state before mov-
ingtoacentralgovernmentposting.
A complainthasarisenalleging that
heacceptedabribetorelease funds
forhighway projectswhileservingas
the State Public Works Department
Secretaryin2006 (twentyyearsago).
Senior state Congressleader Venu-

matterthedaybeforeye-
sterday. Following this,
State Home Minister
Ramesh Chennithala
orderedthe Vigilance
Departmentto cond-
uctaninquiryagainst
Gyanesh Kumar.

This Vigilancein-
quiryagainst Gyane-
shKumarhascreated
significantripples not onlyin Ke-
ralabutacrosstheentire country.
Speakingtoreportersyesterdayregard-
ingthisissue, Ramesh Chennithalasaid:
“After reviewing the allegations
against Gyanesh Kumar, I felt that
aVigilanceinquiry wasnecessary.’
“After consulting Chief Minister
Satheesan, Iinstructed Manoj Abr-
aham, the Director of the Vigilance
and Anti&Corruption Bureau, to
initiatea comprehensive investig-
ation. The MC Road stretch from
Angamalyto Thiruvananthapuram
wasreconstructedin2006.

A Malaysian company exec-
uted this project, costing3215 cr-
ore, with World Bank assistance.

-

‘ Lee See Been, the
TR project engineer
for that company,
raised various co-
mplaintsduring the
roadworks. Helater
returnedtohishome
country, wherehe
committed suicide.
Inhissuicidenote,
heexplicitlynamed
Ganeshkumar. Atthe
time, theinvestiga-
tionintothe casedid notprogress;it
stalled after the governmentled by
Achuthanandan assumed office.
Issues such asdemands for bribes
torelease payments for completed
workanddelaysin disbursementare
allegedtobelinked to corruption.
Therefore, instructionshavebeen
issuedtoinvestigateallaspectsofthe
complaintandtakeactionaccordingly.
Thisinvestigation concernsaninc-
identthatoccurred whenthecurr-
ent ChiefElection Commissioner
wasservingasthe Secretary of the
Public Works Departmentin Ke-
rala. Consequently, he cannotcla-
imthelegalimmunityafforded to
the ChiefElection Commissioner.

The complaintalleges that theinves-
tigationinto thisserious corruption
case was derailed due to external
interference.

Thisisagrave matter. In the
interest of justice, the issue must
bethoroughly examined, and ur-
gentlegalaction mustbe taken”
Thus stated Ramesh Chennithala.
Partiesbelongingto both of Ker-
ala’s major political alliances have
welcomed the ordertoinvestigate
the corruptionallegations against
Ganeshkumar.

In this context, Govindan, the
State Secretary of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist), hasurged
thatallallegationsraised against Gn-
esh KumarinKeralabeinvestigated.
K.M. Shaji—aleader of theIndian
Union Muslim League who served
asthe State Public Works Minister
during Gnesh Kumar’s tenureasthe
Public Works Department Secret-
ary—stated thata comprehensive
inquirymustbe conductedinto the
incidentthatled tothesuicideofan
engineer fromaMalaysian company
engaged in highway projectsin Ker-
ala,and thatallrelated matters must
betakenintoaccount.

Pollingin Maduranthakamand Dharapuram
Tomorrow ResultstobeannouncedonOct9

Heavy securityarrangementsin place

DMK leader M.K.
Stalin campaigned
vigorouslyin the Dh-
arapuramconstitue-
ncyonthe2ndandin
the Maduranthakam
constituency onthe
3rd. Similarly, DMK
Youth WingSecretary
UdhayanidhiStalin

gningforthe bye’felectzons
inthe Maduranthakam _
and Dharapuram cons-
tituencies concluded at 6 .
PM yesterday. Pollingis |
scheduled for tomorrow, |
Tuesday. Extensivesecu- &
rity arrangements have =
been madeforthe event. '/

48hoursbefore polling begins;
accordingly, campaigningin
both constituencies ended at
6 PM yesterday.
ChiefElectoral Officer
Archana Patnaik announc-
edthatvarious restrictions
have been imposed in both
constituenciesin view of the
byerelection. Accordingly,

TVKleader Vijayhad co- "
ntested the Tamil Nadu

Legislative Assemblyelections
intwo constituencies—Che-
nnai Perambur and Trichy
East—andwoninboth. Sub-
sequently, after assumingthe

ichy East, Viralimalai, Karur,
Perundurai, and Ambasamu-
dram—arecurrently pending.
Consequently, on September
7, the Election Commission
announcedbyéelectionsonly

role of Chief Minister, Vijay forthe Maduranthakam and

resigned from his MLA seat for
the Trichy East constituency.
Six AIADMK MLAs—C.
Vijayabaskar (Viralimalai),
M_.R. Vijayabaskar (Karur),
Maragatham Kumaravel (Ma-
duranthakam), Jayakumar
(Perundurai), Sathiyabama
(Dharapuram), and Isakki
Subbiah (Ambasamudram)—
resigned from their posts and
joinedtheruling TVK party.
Followingthis, the Election
Commission declared those
seven constituenciesvacant.

Election petitions concer-
ningfive constituencies— Tr-

Dharapuram constituencies.
Followingthis, 28 candidates
have entered the fray in the
Maduranthakam constitue-
ncy, including Maragatham
Kumaravel (TVK), Paran-
thaman (DMK), Kanitha
Sampath (AIADMK), Suga-
nthi (CPI&M), Janakiraman
(NTK), and variousindepe-
ndent candidates. Similarly,
candidates contestingin the
Dharapuram constituency
includeSathyabhama (TVK),
Suganya (DMK), Banumathi
(AIADMK), Lakshmanan
(CPI), and Karthika (NTK).

Itisnoteworthy that the two

Communist parties, which
supportthe TVK government,
arecontestingindependently.
The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) hasfielded candidates
inthe Maduranthakam const-
ituency, whilethe Communist
PartyofIndiahas donesoin
the Dharapuram constituency.
Consequently, afived~cornered
contestisunfoldinginthis byes-
election. Allparties—including
theruling TVK, theopposition
DMKand AIADMK,NTK, and
the Communistparties—have
engaged in intense campaign-
ingacross both constituencies.
Tosupportthe TVK can-
didates, Chief Minister Vijay
campaignedinthe Maduranth-
akam constituency on Septem-
ber25andinthe Dharapuram
constituencyon September 30.

N canvassedfor votesfor

DMK candidatesin
the Maduranthakam constit-
uencyonSeptember27 andin
the Dharapuram constituency
onthe3rd.

AIADMK General Secreta-
ry Palaniswamicampaignedin
the Dharapuram constituency
onthe2ndandinthe Madura-
nthakam constituency onthe
3rd. Similarly, CPI(M) State
Secretary P.Shanmugam, CPI
StateSecretary M. Veerapan-
dian, and NTK Chief Coordi-
nator Seeman also engagedin
intensive votedcanvassing.
Chief Minister Vijay, who had
previously campaignedinthe
Dharapuram constituency,
conductedaroadshowthereye-
sterdayaspart ofthefinalphase
ofcampaigning. Accordingto
electionregulations, all public
campaigning must conclude

aban has beenimposed on
political parties conducting
campaigns, public meetings,
orprocessions from 6 PM ye-
sterdayuntil6 PMon the 6th
(Tuesday), the day of polling.
Similarly, orders wereissued
requiring outsiders, party
workers, and none>votersto
leave both constituencies after
6 PM yesterday.
Individuals staying in
wedding halls, community
centers, lodges, and private
residences were required to
vacate the premises. Polling
isscheduledto takeplaceto-
morrow from7 AMto 6 PM.
Inpreparation for this, tight
security arrangements have
beenputinplacein the Madu-
ranthakam and Dharapuram
constituencies. Followingthe
conclusionofpolling, thevotes
willbe counted on October 9th.

Hindu Munnani holds protests in Chennai demanding the lighting

of the lamp at the Thlruparankundram heacon plllar .

MADURAI: TheHindu Munnani
held protestsat 19locationsacross
Chennai,demanding thatthelamp
belitonthebeacon pillar situated
atop the Thiruparankundram hill.
The organization had previously
announced plans to hold protests
across TamilNaduon October 11 to
pressforthelightingofthelampatthe
Thiruparankundrambeaconpillar.

However, as Prime Minister
NarendraModiisscheduled tovisit
ChennaionOctober 11 toinaugurate
variouswelfareschemes, the protest
in Chennaiwasheldyesterday (inad-
vance) duetosecurity considerations.
Accordingly, Hindu Munnani State
General Secretary Manohar presided
overtheprotestheld near the Madha-
varam Municipalityareain Chennai.
State Media SpokespersonIlangovan
participatedintheprotestheldatthe

Kolathur Mookambikaijunction.
Additionally, proteststook place
yesterdayat 19 keylocationsacross
Chennai, includingManali, Perambur,
R.K.Nagar, T.Nagar, Egmore, Pattalam,

AnnaNagar, Villivakkam, Triplicane, )

Thousand Lights, Saidapet, Viruga-
mbakkam, Porur, Maduravoyal,and
Velachery. Large numbersof Hindu
Munnanifunctionariesand BJP me-
mbersparticipated in these events.
Speakingtoreportersduring the Ko-
lathur protest, Hindu Munnani State
Media SpokespersonIlangovanstated:
“Although the High Courtruled th-
atalamp couldbelitonthe*Deepa
Thoon* (lamp pillar) at Thirupa-
rankundram, the previous DMK
government failed toimplement the
orderandinsteadappealed againstit
inthe Supreme Court.

The current TVK government

-
hasadopted thesamestance, halting
thelightingofthelamp by citingthe
pendencyofthecase”

The Supreme Courthasrefus-
edtostaythe High Court’sverdict.
Therefore, the government must take
stepstoensurethatthesacredlampis
litonthe*Deepa Thoon* (lamp pillar)
atop the Thiruparankundramhillon
thefirstdayofthe Karthigaimonth.
The Hindu Munnanihasbeen cont-

inuously campaigning for this cause
forthe past40years.

The State President ofthe Hindu
Munnanijhassentaletter seekingan
appointment to meet the Chief Mi-
nister of Tamil Naduin personand
submitamemorandum. Wewillmeet
the Chief Ministerand presentour
caseifpermissionisgranted. Itisthe
government’sdutytoimplementthe
courtsverdict. Hestated this.

The Union Minister for ExternaIAffalrs Dr.S. Jalshankarmeetmg with the
Presidentofthe Swiss Confederation, Mr. Guy Parmelin,in New Delhi.

OneKilledin Russian Drone Attackon
Indian Pharmaceutical Plant in Ukralne

KYIV: The war
between Ukraine
and Russiahasbeen
ongoingforfiveyears.
Bothsideshaveref- |
usedpeacetalksand
areescalatingmutual
attacks. Recently,
Ukrainelaunchedan ¢
unprecedentedattack
ontheRussian capital,
Moscow, deploying
over 1,000dronesin
asinglenight, furth-
erintensifying the conflict.
Amidstthissituation, Russia
launchedadroneattackyes-
terdayonapharmaceutical
plantownedbyan Indian
companyin the Ukrainian
city of Sumy.

Onepersonlosttheirlife,
and several others sustain-
edseriousinjuries. Videos
showing plumes of black
smokerising from the plant
wereshared onsocial media.
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy strongly

condemned the Russian
attackandexpressedhisco-
ndolencestothe familyofthe
deceased. Kusum Healthcare
beganoperationsin1994asa
distributorexporting Indian
medicinesto Ukraine.

In2002, the company
ceased distributing products
fromother firmsandbegan
marketingits own brands.
Subsequently, it ventured
intomanufacturing, opening
plantsinIndiain2007andin
the Ukrainian city of Sumy
in2009.

The company produc-
esover 50 types of generic
medicinesandsellsthemin
nine countries, including
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Kaza-
khstan,and the Philippines.
Itiscurrentlymanagedbyan
Indian national, RajivGupta.
Reportsindicatethatthepha-
rmaceutical plant, whichhad
continued operationsdespite
the Russia&Ukraine war, has
beenseverelydamagedina
recentdroneattack, resulting
inlossesestimatedatappro-
ximatelyX400 crore.

RussianPlague ControlLab Researcher
Dles, Over200UnderCIose Monitoring

MOSCOW: A28yearold
femaleresearcher workingat
aplague controllaboratory
inRussiahasdied from pne-
umonia. Asaprecautionary
measure, reportsindicate
that Russiahasplaced app-
roximately 200 people who
had direct contactwith her
under medical monitoring.
However, Rospotrebnadzor,
Russia’s publichealth watc-
hdog,stated thatthespecific
pathogensassociated with
her professional work were

notfoundin
herbody.
Theag-
ency also
noted that

/

herpneum-
" oniaremai-

nsunknown.

The plague

controllab-

oratorywh-
eretheresearcher workedis
located in Shelekhov, near
theIrkutskregion of Russia.
Healthauthoritieshave sta-
ted thatthehealth situation
intheIrkutskand Shelekhov
areasremainsstable. Despite
official explanations, local
residentsfear thatthe plague
mighthave caused her death,
aconcernfueledbythecircu-
mstancesand thelackoffull
transparency;variousrumors
arecirculatingregardingthe

the cause of

matter.

Nevertheless, precaut-
ionarymeasureshavebeen
implemented. Reportsin-
dicate thatindividualsfrom
the deceased researcher’s
closecircleandresidents
ofher neighborhood have
been placed under medical
monitoring.

Additionally, employ-
eesatanaluminum factory
near theresearch institu-
te where she worked have
beeninstructed toadhere
tohealth safety guidelines.
Reportsalso suggest that
individuals present at the
hospital where shereceived
treatmenthavebeen placed
under monitoringand have
undergonelaboratorytesting.
Russiaisreportedly conduc-
tinganinvestigationintothe
matter. Thishasheightened
fearamongthepeople.

Tragedyin Chromepet: Bodies of
4 Children Recovered from Lake

CHROMPET: A tragic
incidenthasoccurredin
whichfourschoolstudents
drownedin Thiruneerm-
alaj Lakeafter goingoutto
playneartheirhomes.
Thefour children—Yuva-
nesh (10,sonof Dayalan),
Devadharshan (12,sonof
Kirubakaran),Pooja (13,
from Ranganathasamy2nd
Street),and Khushi (13,
daughterofLalchand from
Ranganathasamy 1stStree-
t)—allresidents of Laksh-
mipuram, Chromepet,had
lefttheirhomestheevening
beforelast. Theydid not
return.

Subsequently, their parents
lodgedacomplaintwith
the Chromepetpolice. The

policeregisteredacaseand
begansearchingforthe
students. Informationreg-
ardingthe missing children
wasalsosharedinlocal
WhatsApp groups,and the
publicwasasked toassistin
findingthem. Meanwhile,
yesterday morning, mem-
bersofthe publicinformed
thepolicethatthebodies
offour childrenhadbeen
foundinthe Thiruneerma-
lai Lakein the Lakshmipu-
ramarea. Police,alongwith
fireandrescue personnel,
arrivedatthesceneand
recovered thebodiesofthe
fourindividuals.
Preliminaryinvestigati-
onssuggestthatthefour
hadgonetoanearbylaketo

bathe duringtheschoolho-
lidaysandlikely drowned
after gettingtrappedinthe
lake’ssilt.
Therecoveredbodieswere
sentto Tambaram Govern-
ment Hospital for post-
&mortem examinations.
Thesightofthechildren’s
bodies caused their parents
andrelativestowailin grief,
castingapallof gloom over
thearea. Chromepet police
arecontinuingtheirinve-
stigationintotheincident.
Followingthetragedy, the
publichasurgedauthor-
itiestostrengthen safety
measuresatlakesmanaged
bythe Tambaram Corpora-
tionand the Water Resour-
cesDepartment.
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PM atceremonial reception of the President of Swiss Confederation, Mr. Guy Parmelin at Rashtrapati
Bhavan,inNew Delhi.

“MyIndiavisitstepping stone towards
strengthening long- standing partnership”

Swiss President Parmelin

NEW DELHI: Swiss Co-
nfederation President Guy
Parmelin stated on Monday
thathisvisittoIndiaserves
asa “stepping stone” towa-
rdsfortifyingthe “closeand
long&standing partnership”
bindingthetwo countries.

President Parmelinrec-
eivedan official ceremonial
receptionattheforecourtof
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Upon
reachingthepresidential est-
ate, thevisiting dignitarywas
greeted cordiallyby President
Droupadi Murmualongside
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Addressingmembers
ofthepressfollowingthecer-
emonial welcome, President
Parmelinremarked, “Thevisit
isanexcellentopportunityto
emphasisetheimportancethat
both Switzerland and India
attachtothisrelationship.”

Hefurthernoted thatdip-
lomatictiesconnecting India
and Switzerlandareanchored
upon “shared democratic
valuesaswellasontrustand
mutualrespect”. “My visitis
asteppingstonetowards fu-
rthergrowth,deepeningand
strengtheningofour close,
broadandlong&standing
partnership.lam pleasedand
honoured that we have the
chancetoexchangeviewson
mattersofbilateraland global
importance,” the Swisshead
of statestated.

“Tamespecially glad that
my stayinIndiawillenable
ustocommemorate thefirst
anniversaryoftheentryinto
forceofthe India&EFTA Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement, TEPA, headded.
TheIndia&EFTA Tradeand
EconomicPartnership Agr-
eement (TEPA) constitutes
anexpansive freetrade pact
established between Indiaand
thefour European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) member
nations, comprisingIceland,
Liechtenstein, Norwayand
Switzerland. Having been
formallysigned on March
10,2024, theaccord officially
tookeffecton October 1,2025.

“Itistheright moment
to celebrate how far we ha-
ve come together, buteven
moreimportantly, toshape
ourjointfuture,” President
Parmelinobserved. The Swiss
leadertoucheddowninIndia
onMondaytoundertakea
three&day Statevisit, hono-
uringaninvitationextended
by Prime Minister Modi.
Thehigh&level diplomatic
itinerary centresonenhan-
cingbilateral collaboration
acrosscommerce,investm-
ent, scientificadvancement,
technologicalinnovationand
workforce mobility.

The Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA) noted that Pr-
esidentParmelinistravelling

alongsideaprominentdele-
gation consisting of senior
officialsand corporate execut-
ives, markinghismaiden State
visitto Indiaand hissecond
journeytothenationthisyear.
The Swiss Presidentjourn-
eyedtoIndiainFebruary2026
totakepartinthe AlImpact
Summit conducted in New
Delhi. Laterintheday, Prime
Minister Modiand President
Parmelinare scheduled to
hold bilateral discussions
toassessadvancementsin
cooperation spanning div-
ersesectors, encompassing
trade, investment, science,
technology,innovation, mo-
bility, cultural exchangeand
interpersonal engagement.
Additionally, bothleaders
will confer regarding regio-
nalandglobalaffairs, which
includes collaborationacross
multilateral platforms.
Duringthe courseofthe
itinerary, President Parmelin
willlikewise meet with Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu, who
isslated tohosta ceremonial
banquetinhishonour. Fur-
thermore, External Affairs
Minister (EAM)S. Jaishankar
will payacall on the Swiss
President. The diplomatic
engagementacquires dist-
inctprominence given that
President Parmelinissetto
attend thesecond India&E-
FTA Prosperity Summit on

October7. Theoccasionwill
signaltheinauguralanniver-
saryofthe operationalisation
ofthe India&EFTA Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA).
Emphasising Switzerl-
and’scritical standingasan
economiccollaborator, the
MEA noted thatamong EFTA
member states, Switzerland
functionsasIndiasprimary
tradeandinvestmentpart-
ner. Moreover, the ministry
underscored the enduring
connectionslinking both
nationsalongsidethenecess-
ity of maintaining consistent
high&level dialoguestopropel
thebilateral relationship for-
ward. “Indiaand Switzerland
sharelongstandingfriendly
relations. Thisvisitwill further
strengthen bilateral relations,
buildingupon theregular
high&level exchangesand
deepen cooperationinnew
areasof mutualinterest,” the
MEA stated. Thediplomatic
undertakingtranspiresagainst
abackground of continuous
high&levelinteractionsbe-
tweenNew Delhiand Bern.
Historical records showthat
themostrecent State visit ex-
ecutedbyan Indian President
to Switzerland occurredin
2019, whereas Prime Mini-
ster Modiundertookofficial
journeysto Switzerland in
2016and2018.

28Year Old Engineer Dies After Jumping
from 43rd Floor Amidst Mental Distress

NOIDA: A28 yearold ===
software engineer has died
bysuicide after jumpingfrom
the43rdfloorofabuilding, an
incident thathas causedshock.

Preliminary policeinvesti-
gationsrevealthat he was suffe-
ringfromseveremental distress
duetovariousfactors, including
stress, family issues, his child’s
medical expenses, and debt.
Nomatterwhat problem arises
inlife, it can be managed—or
resolvedgiven time. Yet, failing
torealizethis, somepeopleocc-
asionally take drasticsteps. One
suchtragicincidentoccurredin
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, wherea
28e&yeareroldsoftware engi-
neerjumpedto his death from
the43rdfloor ofabuilding. The
deceased has been identified
asSambhav Jain, aresident of
Manesar, Gurugram.

Hehad booked aroom
in the building and arriv-
ed alone; it was there that
he took this extreme step.
Police stated that Sambhav
Jainmarriedin 2024, and a

babyboywasborntothecouple
in2025. His family informed
the police that the baby was
born prematurely—during
theseventh month of pregna-
ncy—andrequired prolonged
medicaltreatment. The family
reportedthat approximately
¥40lakhhad already been spent
onthechild’streatment, with
ongoingmedical costsrunning
intolakhs of rupees. Sambhav
wasreportedly facing severe
financial strain as a result.
Furthermore, a few months
after the child’s birth, differe-
ncesarose between Sambhav
and hiswife.

Consequently, hiswifefiled

fordivorce, though both partzes
laterreached areconciliation.
Police stated that while an
initial alimony demand of1
crorewasmade, asettlement
was eventually reached for
approximately I15 lakhs.
Thefamily informedthepolice
thatabout37lakhshadalready
been paidby Sambhavand his
family, withabalance of37.50
lakhs still outstanding.
Policealsonotedthat Sa-
mbhav had other debts and
wasdealingwith healthissues
related to his weight. Burdened
bythesenumerous problems,
Sambhav was under severe
mental stress. Hehad sent a

message to his father just last
week; his father had asked him
toreturnhomeandassured him
that the family would handle
theissues.

However, Sambhav did
not heed his father’s words
and took the drastic step.
Itisreportedthatlast Saturday
afternoon, Sambhavwasseen
standingon the outeredge ofa
balconyinthehigherise bu-
ilding. ACrepair workersin
anearby apartment noticed
him and attempted arescue,
but their efforts were unsucc-
essful. Sambhavjumped from
the43rdfloor. Uponreceiving
the information, the police
rushedtothesceneandlaun-
ched aninvestigation. CCTV
footagefrom the buildingand
surroundingareasis also bei-
ngexamined. A combination
offactors—includingmental
stress, familyissues, the costof
his child’s medical treatment,
divorceproceedings, and debt
—droveSambhavto takethis
extremestep.
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| Vallalar’s Birthday: CM Vijay Pays Tribute

CHENNALI: Vallalar’s
birthdayisbeing celebrat-
ed todayat variouslocati-
onsacross Tamil Nadu. In
astatementissued on this
occasion, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijay said: “On this
auspicious day markingthe
birth of Thiruvarutprakasa
Vallalar—who embodied
the ‘Supreme Grace&Lig-
ht’ (Arutperunjothi) and

¥

on’—Irecallandreveren-
tlyhonorhis nobleideals.

‘Unique Great Compassi- Vallalar’s lofty principles

TragedyinPunjab:Bus Overturns,3 Dead

CHANDIGARH: Th-
reepeoplelost theirlives
afterabusoverturnedona
roadinPunjab.

Morethan 30studentsfrom
auniversityin Amritsar,
Punjab,had goneonatrip
toManali.

Theywerereturning
totheir college early this
morningafter completing
thetour.
Thebuswastravelingalong
the Banga&Phagwarahig-

hwayin Punjab. Near
thevillage of Majari,
thebusoverturnedon
theroad.
Threepeople,
including two college
students,diedinthe
accident,and 24 oth-
erssustained serious |
injuries.
Uponreceivingthe
information, rescue
teamsrushedtothe
scene, rescued theinjur-

standas magmﬁcent values
of humanity: thatfeeding
thehungryisservicetothe

ed,andadmittedthemtoa
nearbyhospital. Thepolice

Divine; that*Sanmargam*
(thepathoftruth)liesinlo-
vingallbeingsasone’sown
self, transcending casteand
religious differences; and
thatcompassionforallliving
beings (*Jeevakarunyam*)
isthe guiding principle of
life. Let us continue to foll-
ow the path of Vallalar, who
viewed allliving beings as
oneandembodiedloveand
compassion.”

areinvestigatingthe cause
oftheaccident.

Pledge to Build a Prosperous TN: Sadguru Sri
Madhusudan Sai at a Program in Madurai

MADURALI: Free*Gur-
ukuls* (residential schools)
impartingvalue&based edu-
cationarealreadyoperational
inDindiguland Kodaikanal.
AttheSriSathya Sai Meenakshi
Niketan Gurukulin Dindigul,
freeeducationisprovidedto
54femalestudentsranging fr-
omClass6toClass11(Plus1).
Alongwith education, books,
food,and accommodation

arealsoprovidedfreeofcost.
Againstthisbackdrop,anevent
titled ‘Heart&to&Heart Conv-

ersation’ washeldin Madurai.
SadguruSriMadhusudan Sai
answered questions posed by
prominentindustrialist Hari
Thiagarajan.
Duringtheevent,hean-
nounced thata60&bed free
hospitalwould beestablished
inMayiladuthuraiin collabor-

ationwiththe Dharmapuram
Adheenam,undertheaegisof
the ‘One World One Family
Mission —whichisheadqua-
rteredatthe Sathya Sai Village
inMuttenahalli, Chikkaba-
llapur district, Karnataka.
Explainingthefreemedical
services providedin SriLan-
ka,SadguruSriMadhusudan
Sainoted thatapproximately
30,000 women—including
thosein Jaffna—havebeen
widowed due to theimpact
ofthewar.
Theyareplaguedbypover-
ty,andtheir childrenlackaccess
topropereducationand me-
dicalfacilities. Heasked what
could possiblybewrongwith
servingthem,addingthattheir
missionalso providesservices
inFiji, Africa,and America.

Sharingthetransformation
inherlife,
Sangavi,astudentofthe
Dindigul Sri Sathya Sai Me-
enakshiNiketan Gurukul,
said, “After myparents—who
wereindire poverty—enro-
lledmehere,Isteppedintoa
newworld. Havingoncelived
withinthe confinesofasingle
village,todaylamamember
ofaglobal family” “Ilearned
herethatsocialserviceisthe
purposeofhumanlife,” hesaid.
Several prominentfigur-
es,includingSivagurunatha
Thambiranof Dharmai Adhe-
enamand MadrasHigh Court
Justice Karthik K., attended
theevent. Dr.S. Gokula Priya,
Registrar of the SriSathya Sai
Universityfor Human Excel-
lence,anchored the program.

Husband drags wife on car bonnetafter she
intercepts him while he was out with his girlfriend

MEERUT: Mayank
Singh,aresidentof Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh, wasalleged-
lyinvolvedinarelationship
withanotherwomanand
frequentlywentoutwith
her.
Ontheeveningoftheday
beforeyesterday, Mayank’s
wife, Sunita, was traveling
alongHapurRoad when
shespotted herhusba-
ndsittingina carwith his
girlfriend, Mahi Verma,
eatingmomos. Enraged by
thesight, Sunitafuriously
approachedthevehicle.
Noticingher, Mayankloc-
kedthedoorsandrolled up

thewindows.

When Sunitaangrily
banged onthewindows,
Mayankattempted todrive
awaytoescape. Sunitathen
movedtothefrontofthecar
andlayacrossthebonnet.
Despite this, Mayankdid
notstop and continued
driving. Sunitascreamed
interrorassheclungtothe
bonnet, yet Mayankdrove
thecarforadistanceof
approximately 100 meters.
Shesubsequently stopped
thecarafteralarge crowd of
localsgatheredatthescene;

Sunitaescaped without
anyinjuries.

Following this,
shelodgeda
police comp-
laintagainst
herhusband,
accusinghim
ofattempted
murder, dowry
harassment,
andbetrayal.
Actingonthe
complaint, the
policearrested
Mayankandhis
girlfriend, Ma-
hi,andseized
thevehicle.
Aninvestigationiscur-
rentlyunderway. Meanwh-
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ile,avideoshowingSunita

clingingtothecar’sbonnet
whileitwasin motion went
viralonsocialmedia.

Demand to Abolish 24 Hour Dutyand
Introduce a Shift System for Doctors

CHENNAI: Governm-
entdoctorshave expressed
condemnation followingan
incidentwhere Srivaikuntam
MLA Saravananinspected the
Eral Government Hospitalin
Thoothukudiatmidnightand
questionedadoctor—whowas
resting—abouthow patients
couldbetreatedifthedoctor
wasnot presentduring the
24&hourdutyperiod.

Government Doctors
and Postgraduate Students
Association: The Tamil Nadu
Health Departmenthasnot
issuedany Government Order
regardinga “24&hour duty”
requirement. Inthecaseatthe

Eral Government Hospital,
thedoctorhadarrivedafter
answeringaphonecallfrom
anurse whilesstayingin his
dutyroom. Since there were
no patientsatthetime,hehad
closedandlatched thedoor
ofhisdutyroom from the
insidetorest.

The 24&hour duty syst-
emfor governmenthospital
doctorsmustbeabolished,
andashiftsystemshouldbe
introducedimmediately. The
Tamil NaduMedical Officers’
Association condemns the
incident where an elected
representative publicly misre-
presentedadoctor—whowas

on24&hourdutyattheEral
Government Hospital—ina
manner thatcastaspersions
ontheirconduct.

Restinginthedesignated
staffroom while remaining
readytorespondimmediately
toemergenciesdoesnotcon-
stitutenegligence. Therefore,
appropriateguidelinesshould
beissued toimplementashift
system for doctors.

Flawsin Government Or-
der113:Inapressrelease, the
Association of Government
Doctorsand Postgraduate
Students stated, “Govern-
mentOrder (G.0.) 113 has
beenissuedinamannerthat

involvestheredeploymentof
doctorsrather thanthecreation
ofnew postsin government
hospitalsundertheDirectorate
of Medical Services (DMS).
Consequently, thenumber of
sanctioned doctor postshas
beenreducedin70 percent
ofgovernmenthospitals. Al-
though the Health Minister
had assured thatnew posts
would be created based on
patientvolumeand speciali-
zedservices, thispromisehas
notbeen fulfilled. The Chief
Minister of TamilNaduand
the Health Minister must
intervene immediately to
rectifytheflawsin G.O.113”
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