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! Thirty&two people

military planecrashed
intoariverinNigeria.

Nigeriaisacountrylocated
in West Africa. Yesterday, a
military plane departed from
thecity of Benin, heading
towards Lagos.

Indla and' Switzerland signoagreementsin
areas including trade, investment, security

Signinginthe presence of Prime Minister Modi

NEW DELHI:Indiaand
Switzerland signed five ag-
reements yesterdayin five
sectors: trade, investment,
defense, nuclearenergy,and
infrastructure.

Swiss Prime Minister
Guy ParmelarrivedinInd-
iayesterday onathree&day
visit. Thisis his second visit
to India this year. He had
previously visited India to
attend the Artificial Intell-
igence Conferenceheldin
Delhiin February.

Inthis context, President
Guy Parmelin, whoarrived
yesterday, was givenaspec-
ial government welcome at
theairport. Later, he visited
Raj Ghat, the memorial of
Mahatma Gandhi, in Delhi.
There,helaidawreathatthe
Gandhimemorial and offe-
red prayers. Earlier, Union
External Affairs MinisterS.
Jaishankar met Swiss Presi-
dentBernamaanddiscussed
variousaspectsofbilateral

relations.

Following this, Prime
Minister Narendra Modimet
with President Guy Parmel
inHyderabad. Attheend of
themeeting, both sides exp-
ressed their commitmentto
improvebilateral relations
intermsoftradeandinves-
tmentand takethemtothe
nextlevel.

President Guy Parmel

later told the audience that
thevisitwasan opportunity
todemonstrate theimport-
ancethatthe two countries
attach to theirrelationship.
India&Switzerland relations
arebased on “shared democ-
raticvalues, trustand mutual
respect,” hesaid.
Followingthis, in the pre-
senceof Prime Minister Modi
and President Guy Parmel,

|
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Indiaand Switzerland signed
5agreementsyesterdayin5
sectors &trade, investment,
defense, nuclear energy,and
infrastructure development.
The two countries signed
these MoUsto promote co-
operationintheareasof
youth exchange program,
transportation technologi-
es, trafficarrangements, and
infrastructure development.

Union Minister Bhupendra Yadav arrives in

Fiji
SUVA:Oct6 Union
Minister for Environ-
mentBhupender Yadav
arrived in Fiji’s Nadi
on Tuesday to partic-
ipatein the Pre-COP
discussions co-hosted
by Australia and Fiji.
This meeting comes
ahead of the COP31
conferenceunder the
United Nations Frame-
work Convention on
Climate Change (UN-
FCCC)tobeheldin
Turkey next month.
Yadavisexpectedtoen-
gageinbilateraland multilat-
eraldiscussions onkeyissues
onthe COP31agendaand
putforward India’s position
onthecritical mattersunder
consideration. “Arrived in
Nadi, Fijito participatein
the Pre-COP discussions
co-hosted by Australiaand
Fiji. Over the next few days,
acrossbilateralsand multilat-
erals, will putforward India’s
views on mattersrelated to
criticalagendaitemsleading
up to COP31 nextmonthin
Turkiye.

Willalso highlight how ;

India, under theleadership
of Hon’ble PM ShriNarendra
Modi, through its domestic
policiesand international
collaborations, hasemerged
asaleaderinproactive climate
actions,” YadavpostedonX.
Last month, Yadavmet
Australian Climate Change
and Energy Minister Chris
Bowenin New Delhi, where
bothleadersdiscussed key
priorities for the Pre-COP
meetingin Fijiand upcoming
COP31in Turkey.
Bowenisalsoserving
as Presidentofthe COP31

negotiationsunder the UNF-
CCC.Followingthe meeting,
YadavtooktoXand posted,
“Happy to have met with Mr
Chris Bowen, Australia’s
Minister for Climate Change
and Energyand President of
the COP31negotiations, in
New Delhitoday.

Wehad an engaging dis-
cussiononkeyagendaitems
forthe upcoming Pre-COP
inFijiand COP31in Turkey”
The Union Minister stated
that during the meeting,
hehighlighted the “success
stories” of India’s climate
action under theleadership

to attend Pre COPdlscussmns

of Prime Minister
NarendraModiover
the pastdecade.

“I also reaf-
firmed India’s com-
~| mitmenttobeinga
| & supportivepartner
| to Australiainits
. Toleas President of
- the COP31 negoti-
ations,” headded.

Bowen said that
Indiaisanindispens-
;| ablevoiceinshaping
~ the future of global

climateand energy
policy,and its clean-energy
expansion demonstrates
that the transition to cleaner
sources cansupporteconomic
prosperity.

Addressinga Pre-COP
Dialoguetitled Partnersin
Green Transition: Advancing
Ambition,

Actionand Partnerships
for COP31in New Delhi,
hesaid India’s experience
would beimportantto the
global climate conversation
ascountriesworktoacceler-
ateimplementation of their
climate commitments.

There were 32 peop-
le on board the aircraft.
WhileapproachingLagos,
the plane crashedintoariv-
erinthearea. All32 people

onboard perishedin the
accident.

Rescue teams rushed
to the scene upon recei-
ving the news and recov-

Nigeria: MilitaryPlane
CrashesintoRiver-32Dead

ered the wreckage of the
plane along with thebod-
iesof some of the victims.
However, rescueteamsare
continuingthesearch for

theremainingbodies.

Meanwhile, officialsare
conducting anintensive
investigationinto the cause
ofthecrash.

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
mauguratedanavalshlpserwcem Vlsakhapatnam

VISAKAPATINAM: Un-
ionDefence Minister Rajnath
Singhinaugurated the coun-
try’sfirst Fleet Support Ship
(FSS&1)in Visakhapatnam,
showcasingthenationsindige-
nousshipbuildingcapabilities.
TheIndian Navy’s firstind-
igenous Fleet Support Ship
(FSS&1),named ‘Surya, com-

mencedoperationstoday(Oct B

6)atthe Hindustan Shipyard
Limited facilityin Visakha-
patnam, Andhra Pradesh.
Demonstratingthestrength

o ]|
»

ofindigenousshipbuilding "

capabilities, the vessel ent- |

eredserv1ce]ust18months| . | ﬁ ‘

-

after construction began.

Weighing 43,500 tonnes, the
shipisspecially designedto
supply fuel, potable water,
ammunition, and essential
provisions to warshipsope-
ratingoverlongdistancesat
sea. A total offive such ships
arebeing constructed under

Trump Approves Death Penalty '
for Former US Army Major

WASHIMGTON: Pre-
sident Donald Trump has
approved arecommendat-
ionby Army Secretary Pete
Hegseth to carry out the
death penalty—vialethal
injection—against former
US Army Major Nidal Has-

thisproject.

Toaccelerate their cons-
truction, newinfrastructu-
re—including ‘Slipway &4’
and a 300&tonne capacity
crane—wasalsoinaugurated
today;thisenables the easy

an, who was convicted for
the 2009 shooting deaths of
13 peopleatthe Fort Hood
militarybase in Texas.
Ifthe executioniscarr-
ied out, it will mark the first
time the US military has
executed a death sentence

construction oflarge vessels
weighingupto45,000 tonnes
withinIndia. Speakingafter
inauguratingtheship, Rajnath
Singhsaid, “Tamdelighted to
beherewithallofyouat Hind-
ustan Shipyard Limited today.

since 1961.

Plans were madeto
transfer him from a mi-
litary prisonin Kansas
toafederal prisonin
Indiana for the execution.
Under US military policy,
the execution mustbe car-

Meeting youallhasfurther
strengthened myconfidence
inIndia’s maritime capabili-
ties,our naval strength,and
our commitmenttoaself&-
reliantIndia. Todayisavery
significantday”

ried outno earlier than 60
daysandnolater than 150
days after the President’s
approval.

EAM Jaishankar undertakes five day
visitto Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire and Ethiopia

NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
embarked onafive&dayofficial
visitto Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire,
andEthiopiastarting Tuesday,
withthe objective of deepen-
ingthebilateral partnership
betweenIndiaand thethree
Africannations. Asdetailed
by the Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA), throughout
thevisitspanning October
6t010, the External Affairs
Minister willhold bilateral
meetingswith hisrespecti-
ve counterparts, alongside
meetingwith theleadership
acrossallthree countries to
evaluate existing close ties
characterised by friendship
and cooperation.

The MEA stated, “Disc-
ussionswill cover thewhole
gamutofbilateral tiesacross
sectors,includingtradeand
economic, development co-

operation, capacitybuilding,
and people&to&peopleties.
Hewillalsoexchange perspe-
ctivesonregionalandglobal
mattersof mutualinterest”
While stationed in Et-
hiopia’s Addis Ababa, the
External Affairs Ministeris
additionally scheduled to
chair theRegional Heads of
Mission Conference. The
MEA mentioned, “Thevisit
of EAM isreflective of India’s
commitment to deepenits
partnership with Africa,and
willfurther Indias solidarity
with the Global South.”
Duringatransitstopin
Addis Ababa, EAM Jaish-
ankar met Shirley Ayorkor
Botchwey,whoservesasthe
Secretary&General of the
Commonwealth. Sharingthe
encounteronline, heposted
onX, “Wassonicetosee Sec-
retary&General ofthe Com-

monwealth Shirley Ayorkor
Botchweyduringourtransit
inAddis Ababa” Earlier, the
External Affairs Minister
metformer Australian Prime
Minister Kevin Ruddin New
Delhi,duringwhichbothlea-
dersdeliberated upon global
developmentsalongsidethe
changinglandscapewithinthe
Indo&Pacificregion.
Takingtosocialmediaon
Tuesday, the External Affairs
Minister stated, “A pleasure
to meetup with former PM
DrKevinRuddin NewDelhi
yesterday. Exchanged perspe-
ctivesonglobal developments
and theIndo&Pacific”
Earlier on Monday, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairsin
GhanaannouncedthatEAM
Jaishankar will payan official
visitto Ghana from October
6to7,followinganinvitation
extended by Ghana’s Minister

for Foreign Affairs, Samuel
Okudzeto Ablakwa. The Mi-
nistrystatedinaFacebook
post, “Ghanalooks forward
tohosting His Excellency Dr
S.Jaishankar onthishistoric
visit, which willafford the two
countriestheopportunity to
renewtheirinseparablebond
ofsolidarityandshared values”

The statement further
added, “During the visit,
Ghanaand India will hold
discussions thatwilladvance
theirrelationsin pharmaceu-
ticaldevelopmentwithin the
framework of President (John
Dramani) Mahama’s Accra
Reset philosophy; deepeni-
ngagricultural cooperation
inmechanisationandvalue
addition;supportfor President
Mahama’sindustrialisation
andjobcreationagenda;and
expandingscholarshipsand
IT partnerships.”
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~ Yourword willgain valuein the family.
Youwill exchange your old vehicle foranew
one. Youwillmeet childhood friendsaftera
long time. Debts willbe collected in business.
Workload will decrease in the office.
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Youwillmeetfamouspeoplein thesociety. ¢

o .\

Youwillattend special eventsatrelatives’
houseswith your family. Your mother’shealth
willbesatisfactory. Angerwill decrease.
Goodswillbesoldinbusiness. Therewillbean
inflow of money.

Yourinfluencein the outside world will
increase. Youwill fulfill the wishes of your family
members promptly. Your speech willbe sweet.
Youwillplanto expand yourbusiness. Youwill
travelabroad. Youwillbuymodern
electricalappliances.
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Youwillfeel tiredand restless. Itisbetter to
compromise with your family. Youwillhave to
face competitionandjealousyinbusiness. You

needtobecareful whiletravelinginavehicle. Do
notinterferein other people’saffairs.

Long-awaited moneywillarrive. There will
besupportfromanelderbrother. New custom-
-erswillbeintroducedinbusiness. Youwill get
supportfromyour superiorsin the office. You
willreceiveartefacts.

Allexpectations will be fulfilled gradual-
ly. The chaosin the family willend and peace
willreturn. Thoseinvolvedinjoint ventures
willmake profits. There willbelove troubles
fromneighbors. There willbeasudden trip.

¢

Youwilllookrefreshed. Youwill take on newrespon-
sibilitiesatthe office. Youwill consider buyingahouse or
m plot.Siblings willhelp attheright time.
1A Therewillbeharmonybetween
husband and wife.

Allthe pleasant events of the past will
lingerinyour mind. Your children willbehave
responsibly. You will take care of your home
andvehicle. Youwill plan to go onaspiritual
journey with your family. Guests will visit.

Youwill meetnew friends. Youwill geta
favorable verdictinaproperty-related case. You
will make significant profitsin stock
trading. A relative through your spouse will
seekyour help. Siblings will shower you with
affection.

Expectedhelpandopportunitieswillbe
hindered.Itisbetter toavoid unnecessary
argumentsin the family. There willbe peacein
business. Foreign tripswillbringuncertainty. Do
notgiveany guaranteestoanyone.

Thearrival ofguests will createalively
atmosphereinthefamily. Therewillbean
unexpected influx of money. You will enjoy
buyingclothesandjewelry. Thoselookingfora
jobwillreceive good news. Relatives who have
beenawaywill comelookingforyou.

Youwill make plans for the future. You will
seeapositive changein thebehavior of your
children. Somethings willbeaccomplished
through childhood friends. Youwillstartsaving
byreducingluxuryexpenses. Youwill develop an
interestinspirituality.

VCKFunctionary
Murder Case:
9 Arrested

RANIPET: Nineindividualshavebeenarrestedin
connection with themurder ofa VCK functionary. Siv-
akumar, aresident of Nagalerivillagein Ranipetdistrict
andafunctionaryofthe Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK),wastravelingonatwo&wheelernear Allallacheri
onthe Istofthemonth. Unidentified assailants who were

traili-
' nghim

interce-
| ptedhis
- vehicle,
stabb-
edhim
repeate-
dly,and
fled the
scene.

Siva-
kumar sustained severehhead injuri-
esandtragically died onthespot.
Relativesand VCK members staged
aroadblockadedemandingthe
arrestofthe perpetrators. Actingon
ordersfromthe District Superinte-
ndentof Police, special teamswere
formedtosearchfortheabsconding

suspects.

Thespecialteam policearrested nineindividualson
suspicion. Itisalleged thatfour ofthemhad posted status
updatesregarding the murder onsocial media following
theincident. Uponinterrogation, these fourindividuals
confessed tokilling Sivakumar toavenge the murder ofa
friend. Further questioningis currently underway.

DELHI: AGST Cou-
ncilmeetingisscheduled
totakeplacethedayafter
tomorrowunder the chair-
manship of Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman.

The57th Goodsand Servic-
esTax (GST) Councilmee-
tingwillbeheldin Delhithe
dayafter tomorrow.

State Finance Minis-
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GST Council Meetingtobe Held the Day After Tomorrow
Underthe Chairmanship of the Union Finance Minister

.

Finance Minister Nirma-
laSitharaman. Although
the GST Council meeting
wasoriginallyscheduled
fortomorrow, ithasbeen
postponedtothedayafter
tomorrow dueto unavoida-
blereasons.
Variousissues,includ-
ing GST revenuesharing,
willbediscussed during
thismeeting.

India needs an Al security
agency to prevent cyberfraud

CHENNAI: An Alsec-
urityinstituteisneededin
Indiato preventcyber fraud,
said Soumya Swaminathan,
chairman ofthe M.S. Swam-
inathan Research Institute.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman released
thebook “Cashless Nation,”
co&authored by Chandanu
Paul and Sampamurthy,
explaining the changesbr-
oughtaboutby UPIdigital

transactionsinIndia, at
the IIT Madras Alumni
Association conference
heldin Bengaluru.
Thebook’slaunchwas
heldatIIT&Madrasyes-
terday. Former RBI Gov-
ernor Rangarajan, M.S.
Swaminathan Research
Institute Chairman Soumya
Swaminathan, IIT&Madras
Director Kamakoti, former
NCBI Chairman Balacha-
ndran and Bombay Stock
Exchange Managing Director
Sundararaman Ramamoo-
rthy were presentas special
guests.
Speakingattheevent,IIT
Director Kamakotisaid, “The
processof UPItechnologyis

veryeftectiveand simple. Just
asIndiadonateditsvaccines
toother countriesduringthe
Coronaperiod, similarly, it
issharingits UPItechnology
with various countries.”
Former RBI Govern-
or Rangarajan continued,
“UPIwasbornasaresultof
autonomousintegrationand
collaboration. Today, UPI has
becomeatechnologythatthe
wholeworldisadmiring. In-
dia’sgross domestic product
in2025&261s Rs.346lakh
crore. Ofthis, the value of
UPItransactionsisRs.314
lakh crore,accordingtothe
official data. The GST Council
meeting willbe held soon.
Iwouldlike to emphasize

that GST willnotbelevied
on UPItransactionsin this
meeting,” hesaid.

Earlier, Soumya Swa-
minathan, Chairman, MS
Swaminathan Research
Institute, said, “Thisbook
beautifully captures how
the RBI hasplayed a major
roleinthe country’sfinancial
landscapeandthe changes
thathave occurred overtime.

Beforetheadventof UPI,
financialinclusion wasa
major challenge. Intoday-
’senvironment, the cyber
fraudswe face posevarious
threats. Some people are
tryingtouse UPIsfor fraud.
Therefore, Indiareallyneeds
an Al Safety Institute”

Nobel Prizein Medicineawarded to
3 scientists from the US and Germany

Deisseroth

STOCKHOLM: The Nobel
Prizein Medicinehasbeen
shared between threescie-
ntists from the United States
and Germany.

TheNobel Prizein Me-
dicinehasbeenawarded to
American Carl Deisseroth
(54) and German scientists
Peter Hegemann (71) and
GeorgNagel (73).

Hegemann

Thehumanbrain contains
billions of neurons. Studying
their functionshasbeena
major challenge for scientists.
In2005, scientists Carl Deis-
seroth, Peter Hegemann,and
GeorgNagel discoveredatec-
hnology called optogenetics.

Intensiveresearchisund-
erwaytorestorevisiontothe
blind through optogenetics

technology. Researchisalso
underwaytotreatneurol-
ogicaldiseasesincluding
Parkinsonss, epilepsy, Al-
zheimer’s,and depression.
In2005, American sci-
entist Carl Deisseroth first
described thetechnology
ofoptogenetics. Heisolat-
edalight&sensingprotein
called channelrhodopsin
fromsingle&celled algae.
Geneticengineering
Hedemonstrated thatthe
proteincouldbeinjectedinto
thebrain of mice and control
theneurons. Healsodemon-
strated thatthesamemethod
couldbeusedto controlhuman
nervecells.
German scientists Peter
Hegemannand GeorgNagel
arealso considered pioneers

of optogenetics. The three
scientists, workingat diffe-
rentuniversities,havemade
significant contributionsto
the development of optog-
eneticstechnology,and the
Nobel Prize wasawarded to
allthree.

TheNobel Prizes for ph-
ysicswillbeannounced on
October6,chemistryon Oc-
tober7,literature on October
8,peaceon October9,and
economicsonOctober12.The
Nobel Prizeswillbeawarded
in Stockholm, the capital of
Sweden,in December. The
Nobel Peace Prize will be
awardedin Oslo, the capital
of Norway. The 24&caratgold
medal,acitationandacash
prize ofRs. 11.44 crore will
alsobeawarded.

TransferofRs.350croretothe
differently - abled welfare fund

Urge to abandon the rights project

CHENNAI: TheRs 1,773
crore RIGHT S scheme was
launchedin 2022 bythepr-
evious DMK government to
improveand providevarious
services, includingcertific-
atesand welfareassistance,
to the differently&abled in
Tamil Nadu.

Accordingly, social reha-
bilitation workerswillhaveto
godoor&to&doortoconducta
census, compile completedata
ofthedifferently&abledand
connectthemwithservices.
Inthis context, the Highways
Departmentissuedagove-
rnmentorder on October 8,
2024.Init, permission was
giventotransfer Rs.350 crore
savedintheBill of Rights to
the Highways Department.
Thisinformation has now
beenreleased and hasbe-
comeatopicofdiscussion
onsocial media. Disabled
people’s welfare associati-

onshave strongly opposed
thismovebythe Tamil Nadu
government.

Regardingthis, Netrod-
ayaFoundation founder C.
Govindakrishnan wrote to
the Chief Ministerlastmo-
nth, “Asper the Bill of Rights,
the differently abled should
nothaveto gotoeveryoffice
butshouldbe provided with
welfareschemesatthevilla-
geand districtlevel. But,no
changehastaken placeon
theground.

While 878 charitable
institutions have register-
edunder thisdepartment,
only 14 institutions have
been given thejob of social
serviceproviders. Thereisno
transparencyin this. Acco-
rdingtoan RTIreply dated
September 3,Rs299 crore
hasbeenspentso faronthe
contractual employees of
theRights Schemeworking

atthe State Commission
and districtlevelsalone. A
seriousinvestigationshould
beconductedin thisregard.
The Social Register Census
was conductedin 1.41 cro-
refamilies out of2.28 crore
familiesasof June17.

Asof August 20, out of
the 101akh 76,926 unique

Nurses’ Protest Temporarlly CaIIe Off

CHENNALI: The hunger
strikeconductedbynursesto
pressforvariousdemandshas
beentemporarily called off.
Followingassurancesgivenby
the Health Secretary, office&b-
earersofthenurses association
decidedtopostponetheprotest.
Membersofthe TamilNadu
Intermediate Health Workers
Associationhadengagedina
one&dayhungerstrikeyest-
erdayneartheRajarathinam
Stadiumin Egmore, Chen-

identity cardsissuedtoall
types of differently&abled
persons,only61,312 people
belongingto 14 categories
havebeenissued cards. Ther-
efore, the government should
discontinue this scheme,
which doesnotprovideany
benefit,and introduce new
schemes,”itsaid.

andjob security.
Overathousand
nurses participa-
tedintheprotest. {/; |
Associationrepres- %
entativesheld talks
withtheHealth Se- r ?
cretaryregarding
theirdemands.
Itisreported thatthe Health
Secretaryassured them that
appropriateactionwouldbe

s
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Sudden Dissolution of
ParliamentinSpain Due
toLack of Majority

Spam’ sh Prime Minister Sanchez announced
the sudden dissolution of the country’s
parliament. He stated that a snap general
electionwould be held on November 29 due
to the Tack of a parliamentary majority.
Pedro Sanchez serves as the PrimeMinister
of Spain. The Tower house of parliament,
the ‘Congress of Deputies,’ comprises a
total of 350 seats. Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez’s current minority coalitiongov-
ernment holds onTly 147 of these 350 seats.
Specifically, PrimeMinister Sanche-
z’s Socialist Party holds 121 seats,
while its Teft&wing coalition partn-
ers hold 26 seats. With amajority of
176 seats required inparliament, San-
chez’s Teft&wing coalition government
relied on the support of regional and
smaller parties to pass legislation.
Prices and housing rents in Spain had skyro-
cketed. Widespread public protests erupted
across the country after an 87&year&old
man in Madridwas evicted fromhis home
because he could not afford the rent.
Sanchez’s minority governmentwas unable
to legally address this crisis. Consequ-
ently, the central government introduced
two emergency decrees to curb the drastic
rent hikes and housing shortages. Howe-
ver, opposition parties defeated these
two emergency decrees in parliament.
This situationarose after coalition pa-
rties withdrew their support for Pedro
Sanchez’s party. This createda risk of the
parliament coming to a complete standst-
i11. To break the parliamentary deadlock
and secure anewmajority, Pedro Sanchez
announced the dissolution of his cabinet.
As opposition parties blocked govern-
ment&sponsored Tegislationinparlia-
ment, Sanchez decided to dissolve the
Tegislature and seek a fresh mandate
from the public through anelection, we-
11 before his termwas due to end (prior
t0 2027) . The electionis scheduled for
the 29th of next month (November), and he
has announced that hewill contest again
representing his party. Until then, an
interimgovernment led by Pedro Sénchez
\1 11 govern Spain.

Inewjudges appomted
tothe Supreme Co; |

NEW DELHI: The Collegium Committee, comprising
fiveseniorjudges,headed by ChiefJustice of the Supreme
Court SuryaKant, meton the 28th oflast month. In the
meeting,arecommendation was made to the Central Go-
vernment to appoint three ChiefJustices of High Courts
asSupreme Courtjudges.

GujaratHigh Court ChiefJustice Sunita Agarwal, Delhi
High Court ChiefJustice Devendra Kumar Upadhyayand
Telangana High Court ChiefJustice Aparesh Kumar Singh
havebeenrecommended forelevationtothe Supreme Court.
Based ontherecommendation ofthe collegium, President
DraupadiMurmuhas given hisassenttotheappointment
ofthreenewjudgestothe Supreme Court.

The central governmentissued an official notification
inthisregardyesterday. Accordingtoanotificationissued
bythe Ministry ofJustice, the three newlyappointed judges
willtake oath soon. Theywillbeadministered the oath by
ChiefJustice SuryaKant. Thetotal strength ofjudgesin the
Supreme Courtwillincreaseto 37 after thenewjudgestake
office,whilethe currentstrength of 34 judgesis 37.

@ theyannouncedthe
) temporarywithdr-
| awaloftheprotest.
.. Thenurses associ-
ationshavedecided
towaitandseeif
appropriateaction
Y istakenregarding
theirdemandsby
November 3rd.It
isexpected thatadecisionon
thenextcourseofaction will
bemadeifthe promised me-
asuresarenotimplemented.

taken concermngthelr requests
Acceptingthe Health Secreta-
ry’sassurance, theassociation
leadersdecided towaituntil
November 3rd. Consequently,
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Livemonitoringof votingatall polling stationsin Thattanchavadi
Puducherry Chief Minister performs
spec1al pu] a at Alukka Samitemple

_ seatsinthegeneralelectionin Puducherry, resigned
r =3 'ﬁ_ X . from the Thattanchavadi constituency. The by&elec-
tionthereisbeingheld today.

The ChiefMinisterisinvolved in Siddha worsh-
'\ ip. Hisspiritual guruis Alukkusamy (Dirty Siddha),
the guru of Appa Paithiyam Swami.

ItisRangaswamy’s custom to visit these Siddhas
and offer special worship when theyareengaged in
important matters.

Based on that, with the Thattanchavadiby&e-
lection scheduled tobeheld today, he went to the
Alukka Sami (Alukka Siddhar) templein Vettaikaranputhur near
Pollachiand offered prayersto the NR Congress candidatealong with
the details ofthe poojaitemsto pray forhisvictoryintheelection. The
ChiefMinister’s side stated thathealso engaged in
special pooja.

ion Misierfor Defenc, Sri Rajnath ingh attende
organised by the Eastern Naval Command and interacted with Indian Navy
personnelandtheirfamilies at Visakhapatnam, inAndhra Pradesh

Shoba, Mother of CM Vijay, Offers Prayers
atT|rupat| Lord Venkateswara Temple

assembly constituenciesin
Tamil Naduaretakingplace
today (the6th).

PUDHUCHERRY Chlef
Minister Rangasamy perform-
edaspecial pujaat Vettaikaran
Puthur to win the by&election.

Chief Minister Rangasamy,
[ who contested and won two

TIRUMALA: Sho-
ba Chandrasekhar, the
mother of Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Vijay, of-
fered prayersat the Tirupati
Lord Venkateswaratemple.
Uponarrivingat Tirumala,
Shoba Chandrasekhar vis-
ited the Lord Venkateswara
temple to worship.

Templeauthorities wel-
comedhertothepremisesand
madearrangementsfor her

darshan. She then entered
thesanctum sanctorumand
offered prayersto Lord Ven-
kateswarawith deep devotion.
Shealsoworshippedatother
shrines within the temple
complex. Followingthe dar-
shan, templeauthorities pre-
sented her with*Theertham*
(holywater) and *Prasad-
am* (sanctified offering).
By-elections for the Madu-
ranthakamand Dharapuram

Voting beganat7:00
AMinboth constituencies.
Againstthisbackdrop, the

4 visitof Chief Minister Vi-

jay’smother, Shoba Chan-
drasekhar, tothe Tirupatitem-
plefor worshipisnoteworthy.
Votersin both Maduran-
thakam and Dharapuram
are casting their votes with
enthusiasm.

Shoba Chandrasekhar’s
visitto Tirupatito worship
Lord Venkateswara on the
day oftheby-elections has
drawn attention in both
political circlesandamong
devotees. After completing
her prayers, she departed
from the temple complex.

Kolathur TVKMLAV.S. Babuisundergoing
intensive treatment bymuItldlsapImarydoctors

CHENNALI: Multidiscip-
linarydoctorsareproviding
intensivetreatmentto Kolathur
constituency ThavekaMLA
V.S.Babu,whohasbeenad-
mitted tothe MGM Hospital
in Chennai.

V.S.Babu, the MLA fr-
om Kolathur constituency
in Chennai, became famo-
us throughout Tamil Nadu
after he contested and won
against DMK leader M.K.
Stalinin thatconstituency.
Hehadbeen participating
inthe Legislative Assembly
sessionthathadbeen going
onforamonthwhenhesuf-
feredastroke onthenightof
the9thoflastmonth.

Following this, he was

=) {‘J
admitted tothe MGM Hea-
Ithcare Hospital on Nelson
Manickam Roadin Chennai.
Hehasbeenadmitted tothe
intensivecareunitandisbeing
treated byamultidisciplinary
teamof doctorswith thehelp
ofaventilatorasneeded. On
the23rd, ChiefMinister Vijay
visited thehospitaland met
V.S.Babuandenquiredabout
hiswell&being. Healsoing-
uired fromthedoctorsabout

thetreatmentbeinggivento
himandtheprogressofhis
health. Sincevariousinfo-
rmationabout V.S.Babu’s
healthhasbeen circulating
onsocialmediafromtime
totime, thehospitaladm-
inistration has officially
releasedhishealthreports.
However, since thereports
havenotbeenreleased for
morethan 10 days, various
informationabouthishealth
isagainbeing published on
social media. Meanwhile, it
wasreportedthat V.S. Babu
hadatracheostomy device
fittedinhisneck tohelp him
breathe. When contacted, his
sidesaid, “Nosuchdevicewas
fitted. V.S. Babuisfine”

Denguefevercasesincreased 8timesin Chengalpattu

CHENGALPATTU: Den-
guefevercaseshaveincreased
4.8timesinasinglemonthin
Chengalpattudistrict.

While 98 people were
affectedin August, the nu-
mber hasincreased to 469
inSeptember. Thishasnec-
essitated intensified dengue
prevention measures during
therainyseason. According
tothe Health Department’s
bulletin, theincidencehas
increasedinall partsofthe
district.

Tambaram suffersthe
most: While 35 people were
affected in Tambaram muni-
cipalityin August, 247 people
wereaffectedin September.
Thisisa7&foldincrease. The
highestnumberof 69 people
wereaffectedinthe4thzone
ofthe municipality.

Thenumber of casesin
ruralareashasincreased from
53t0172.69 peoplehavebe-
enaffectedinthe St. Thomas
Hilldistrict. Thenumber of
casesin municipalitieshas
increased from 7to40,and
inurbanareasfrom3to 10.
Only 18 people have been

98 peopleinfected inAugust, 469in September

247 peoplein Tambaram Corporationalone

affectedinthe Kuduvancheri
municipality.
Ifwateraccumulatesin
houses, vacantplots, public
areas, school campusesand
other public places due to
rain, the chances of mosq-
uitobreeding mayincrease.
Following this, mosquitoer-
adicationand cleaningworks
arebeingcarried outbythe
infrastructure departments.
Rainwater canalshavebeen
dugand stagnant soiland
garbagehavebeenremoved.
Awarenessactivitiesondeng-
uepreventionhavealsobeen
takenupinschools.
TheHealth Department
hasinstructed to intensify
activitiesin theaffected areas,
includinghouse&to&house
visitstoidentifyand destroy
mosquito breeding sites,
spraying fumigation where
necessary,and monitoring
theincidence of diseases.
Sincedrinkingwater sources
are prone to contamination
duringtherainyseason, pr-
oper chlorination hasalso
beenadvised.
Measuresarealsobeing

takento preventnotonlyde-
nguebutalsowater&borne
diseasesincludingtyphoid.
Socialactivist Elango said:
Thepublicisreporting that
mosquito problemsincrease
duringtherainyseasondue
tostagnant rainwater and
sewageinsomeareas.

Ifyouhaveafever,you
should avoid self&medic-
ation and taking pillsand
should consultadoctor. It
isnecessary toidentify the
cause of thefeverthrougha
medicalexaminationandre-
ceivetreatmentaccordingly.
Awarenessaboutthisshould
becreatedamongthe public.

Duringtherainyseason,
mosquito control, sanitation
and pest control activities
will continue, and the ge-
neral publicwillalsoneed
to cooperate in preventive
measures,includingensuring
thatwater doesnotstagnate
intheirsurroundings. The
districtadministrationand
localgovernment units will
continue to take preventive
measuresinacoordinated
manner, hesaid.

' Freescootersfor 50,000female graduates
UP Chief MinisterYogi Adityanath announces

LUCKNOW: “Under the Rani
Lakshmibai Scooty Scheme, 50,000
female graduates who have comp-
leted theirbachelor’sdegreein the

10andabove.

for UPRajyaSabha elections

Purisnameisnotavailable

NEW DELHI: 10 Rajya Sabha seatsin Uttar Pradesh
and 1in Uttarakhand are falling vacantsoon. Similarly,
oneseatisalsolyingvacantin West Bengal. Elections to
allthese 12 seatsarescheduled tobeheld on October 16.

Theretiring me-
mbersinclude BJP
leaderslike Union
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, Arun
Singh, Neeraj She-
_ khar, Brijlal, Union
WM Minister of State
§ P.L.Verma, Seema

" Dwivedi, Samajwadi
Party’sRam Gopal Yadav,anda member from the Bahujan
Samaj Party. The BJP has eight of the vacantseatsin UP.
The party’snationalheadquartersin&charge Tarun Sukh
released thelist of 8 candidatesapproved by the party’s
central election committee. Theyinclude Dharampal
Singh, Radhakant Ojha, Prakash Pal, Vidyasagar Son-
kar, GopiKrishna Pandey, Ram Pratap Singh Chauhan.
Therearealso twowomen & Priyanka Singh Rawatand
Shruti Gangwar.

Dharampal Singh, Prakash Paland Shruti Gangwar
havejoined the OBC category. Vidyasagar Sonkar and
Priyanka Singh Rawathavejoined the Patiala constitu-
ency. Thisisseenasasocial calculation keepingin mind
the2027 Assembly elections. Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath congratulated the candidates after the release of
the Patiala constituency.

The BJP&led National Democratic Alliance has 150
seatsin the stateassembly. The Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Assembly currentlyhas 396 members. A candidateneeds
37firstpreferencevotestobedeclared. This will give the
SamajwadiParty two seats. The BJP is expected to win
seven or eight of the remainingseats. The contest for the
eighthseatissaid tobefierce.

Narcotics worth
I50 croreseizedin
Delhi; 4 arrested

NEW DELHI: Policereceived informationregard-
ingdrugtraffickinginthe BegumpurareaofDelhi.On
the 16th oflastmonth, theyinterceptedand searcheda
luxurycarinthearea, discovering 300 grams ofheroin.
Thepoliceseized the contrabandand arrested Lakshman
Hooda, whowastransportingit for distribution.
Actingoninformation provided by him, the police
conductedaraidonanillegal heroin manufacturing unit
operatingin the Seetha Colonyarea of Lucknow. Theyre-
covered 7 kilograms ofheroin—including 6 kilograms of
freshly manufactured stock—along with raw materials.
Theseized drugsarevaluedat3I50 croreintheinterna-
tional market. Fourindividuals werearrested.

‘ academicyear2025&26 willbe pr-
ovided free scootersnextmonth,”
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathannounced.
Speakingatascholarship dist-
ribution eventin Lucknow, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanathsaid: In
the current financial year,ahuge
amountof Rs. 148 crorehasbeen
disbursedin the bankaccounts of
4.6lakh students of classes 9 and

Earlier,only 60 to 70 out 0of 100

students received scholarships. So-
me people, including writers, were
receiving the moneyillegally, thus
defrauding the students.

Earlier, the travel expensesinc-
urred by the studentstoreceive the
scholarships were more than the
amountthey ultimately received.
Now, the governmentis taking steps
toensurethatthescholarshipamount
ofeach studentisdirectly credited
to theirbankaccount. Students fr-
om Uttar Pradeshnolonger need to

BJPannounces 8 candidates West Bengal by election

travel to other states to prepare for
examslike JEEand NEET.

Currently, the youth arebene-
fiting from this through the Chief
Minister’s Appyudhaya Coaching
Scheme.

Under the Rani Lakshmibai
Scooty Scheme, 50,000 female
graduates who completed their
bachelor’sdegreein theacademic
year2025&26 will be provided free
scooters next month, Chief Minister
Adityanath said.

Humayun Kabir arrested
Union Minister Hardeep Singh JlliAY Re] lnagar constltuency

forthe by&electlons 10
two assembly seatsin i
WestBengalisunderway
today (October6).Inthis
context, Aam Janata Un-
naoParty (AJUP)leader
HumayunKabirhasbeen
arrestedinthe Rejinagar
constituency, wherevo- g
tingistaking place.

Humayun Kabir’s
son Ghulam Nabi Azad is
contesting from the Reji-
nagar constituency. In this
situation, Humayun Kabir
had cometothe AJUP party
officethismorning. Atthat
time,anargumentbroke out
between himand the police-
menondutythere. Following
which, thepolicearrested him
andtookhimtotheRejinagar
policestation.

Humayun Kabir contes-
tedand won the West Bengal
stateassemblyelections from

Navotasconstituencyin Mu-
rshidabad districtlast April.
Heleveled allegationsagai-
nstthe Trinamool Congress
party,whichwasinpowerat
thetime.

Inthis context,asvoting
isunderway for the by&e-
lection today, he hasbeen
makingvarious comments
aboutthepoliceengagedin
securityworkin the Reginar
constituency. The police we-
reengagedinsecurity work
inareasincludinghishouse
and party office. In this con-

text,hewasarrested whilehe
was casting hisvote with his
family.

Voting forby&elections
isunderwaytodayintheRe-
ginaand Nandigram const-
ituenciesin West Bengal, the
Thattanchavadiconstituency
inPuducherry, the Madhu-
rantakam and Tarapuram
assembly constituenciesin
Tamil Nadu,and one Lok Sa-
bhaconstituencyin Assam.
Voters from therespective
constituenciesare casting
theirvotesinview ofthis.

Son gets away with killing his
fatherafterwatching ‘Drishyam 3’

PATNA:sonkilled his
fatherafter watchingthe
movieDrishyam&3and
fled. Thepolicehavearrest-
edhimusinghiscell phone
signalandareinterrogating
him.

Raghuveer Sahni (50)
hailsfrom Dharwavillage
near Samastipurin Bihar.
HissonisShivshankar
Sahni. Therehasbeena
long&standing property
disputebetween the father
andson. Shivshankarhada
fightwithhisfatherafterhe
didnotgivehimhisshare
aftersellingtheagricultural
land. Followingthis, he se-
parated from hisfatherand
islivingin Suratwith his wi-
fe. Inthissituation, Sivash-
ankar recentlywatched the
Indian film Drishyam&3.
Seeingthehero AjayDevg-
ancoveringup themurder,
tampering with evidence,
and destroyingdigital tr-

aces,hedecided tokillhis
fatherinthesameway.
Hethentraveled 2,000

kilometers from Suratto
Bihar. Heturned offhis cell
phoneandreturnedtothe
village, entered thehouse
through thebackdoor,and
hackedhissleepingfather
todeathwithanaxe. Later,
hewenttotheBadorirail-
waystation. Heturned on
hiscell phone, whichhehad
turned off, and talked to his
wife.

Heturned offhiscell

phoneagainandreturned
tothevillage.
Whilethepolicewere

< Mo

tryingto find outwhokilled
Raghuveer, theyfounda
keycluethathehadused
hiscell phoneforawhi-
leatthe Bhadorirailway
station. Thepolicearrested
Sivashankar on thebasis of
that. Duringinterrogation,
Sivashankar confessed that
hehadplannedthe murder
after watching the movie
Drishyam&3.Heiscurren-
tlyinjudicial custody.



EnglishMorning Daily

RNITNENG /2017 /71053 Dt.10.04.2017

N ewlndla

LASH

ENGLISH NEWS DAI LY

Indo-Swiss Research

Flagshlp

%5

Event

.W{J&bratimg 20 years of Jpdo-Swiss research
hperation and looki

55 Mhead!

The Minister of State for Science & Technology (Independent Charge), Earth Sciences (Independent
Charge), Prime Minister’s Office, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr. Jitendra Singh and the President ofthe Swiss Confederation, Mr. Guy Parmelin attend the Indo- Swiss
Research Flagshipeventheld,inNew Delhi.

CMwrites to Union External Affairs Minister

Jaishankarseeking asolutiontothe fishermen’s issue

CHENNAI: Chief Mi-
nister Vijay has stated that
the India&SriLanka Joint
Working Group, established
toaddressfishermen’sissues,
mustbe properly reconstit-
utedand convened quickly.
Onthe3rd,ninefishermen
from Rameswaram werearr-
ested by the Sri Lankan Navy,
and their mechanizedboats
were confiscated.

Fishermen from Ram-
anathapuramandadjacent
coastal districtshave tradit-

* -
ionally engaged in ﬁshmg in
the Palk Straitregion. Fishing
boatsserveastheir primary
source oflivelihood; the seiz-

resolve theseissues,
needs to be properly

reconstituted and its me-

eting convened urgently.
Constructive solutions must
be found for the problems

g = faced by fishermen from

ureof theseboats causes them
severe economic hardship.
The India&SriLanka Joint
Working Group, set up to

both nations.
Necessary steps mustbe

takentosecuretherelease of

the 20 fishermen currently
imprisonedin SriLankaand
toretrievethe270 confisca-
tedboats. He conveyed this
inhisletter.

Ministers Ramesh and Srinath Offer
Prayers at Kulasai Mutharamman Temple
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THOOTHUKUDI: Mi-
nisters Rameshand Srinath
offered prayersatthe Kulasai
Mutharamman Temple.

The world&renown-
ed Mutharamman Temp-

le (dedicated to Goddess
Mutharamman and Lord
Gnanamoortheeswarar) is
locatedin Kulasekarapatti-
nam, Thoothukudidistrict.

The Dussehra festival

i @@ﬁ@nnwwﬂ! S@&Easmﬂm@ »

celebrated at this temple
isfamous worldwide; this
year’sfestivalis set to com-
menceonthe 11th with the
flag&hoisting ceremony.
Thefestival’shighlight, the

*Mahishasura Samharam*
(theslaying of the demon
Mahishasura),is scheduled
totake place on the night of
the20thatthebeachnearthe
Kulasai Chidambareswarar
Temple. With the festival
approaching, officialsare
activelymakingthe neces-
saryarrangements.

Againstthisbackdrop,
Minister for Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowm-
ents Ramesh and Minister
for Fisheries and Fisherm-
en Welfare Srinath visited
the Kulasai Mutharamman
Temple today to offer pr-
ayers. The ministers also
inspected thearrangements
being made for the Dussehra
festival.

TVKWill Win Without Distributing Money
Minister Vijay Balaji's Statement

CHENNATI: Minister Vijay Bal-
ajihas stated that thereisnohistory Vijay Balajihas denied these claims.

of TVK securing votes
by distributing money.
By&electionsare cur-
rentlyunderwayinthe
& " Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram constit-
. uencies of Tamil Nadu.
Amidstvariousallegations
that TVKisdistributing
A cashforvotes, Handloo-
msand Textiles Minister

Speakingtoreporterson the matter, he
said: “Everyoneisaware of the “Thir-
umangalam formula’associated with
by&elections.

However, weare settoshatter that
precedent;astheruling party, weare
poisedtoachieveamassivevictoryin
thisby&election withoutdistributing
evenasinglerupee. Critics will conti-
nueto criticize, butthereisnohistory
of TVKever securing votes through
cashhandouts”

“Police high- handedness against nursesis the
height of brutality” - EPS lashes out

CHENNALI: “Thehig-
h&handednessdisplayed
bythepoliceagainstnurses
representsthe height ofbru-
tality. Instead of registering

casesagainst them, all of =49
them should bereleased -

immediately,andasolution

shouldbereachedthrough . ;

dialogue,”stated AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
Palaniswami.
Regardingthis,heposted
onhis X (formerly Twitter)
page: “Theanarchyunleas-
hedbythepoliceforceofthe
current TVK government
againstnurses—who were
protesting peacefullyto press

fortheirdemands—repres-
entstheheight of brutality.
“How will this ‘Reels Chief
Minister’ justify the fascist
atrocities committed by the
police—who operateunder
hiscommand—againstnu-
rsesengagedinlife&saving
work? Doyourememberwhat
your party functionaries—i-

ncludingthosewhoare
now ministers—said
whentheystoodbefore
theseverynurses prior
tocomingtopower?Is
‘sayingone thingbefore
€ assuming powerand
§| doingtheexactopposite
afterwards whatyou call
‘change’? The current
Health Ministerissomeone
who,instead ofacceptingvalid
concernsraised bythe public
regardingthespread of Dengue
teverin Tamil Nadu, resortsto
hurlingslanderousremarks.
“Did he utter evenasingle
word about the nursesin
hisdepartment who were

protesting? Whattaskcould
possiblybemoreimportant
forthisminister than coming
tohold talkswith the nurses?I
strongly condemn this ‘Excla-
mation Mark’ governmentfor
itsdespicablehandlingofthe
protest—actionsthatincluded
cuttingoffelectricityatthe pr-
otestsiteandarrestingnurses
aftersummoningthemunder
the pretextofholdingtalks.
“Iurge this government to
immediatelyreleaseall the
arrested nurses, ensure th-
atno casesarefiled against
them, and findaresolution
byengagingin democratic
dialogue with them.”

Local 06.10.2026 OutStation07.10. 2026|

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay invited to
Mysore Dussehra celebrations

BENGALURU: Theworl-
d&famous Mysore Dussehra
festival willbeheld for 10days
fromthe11thtothe21st. Lak-
hsofpeoplefromotherstates
andabroadareexpected to
participate in this festival,
whichisbeingcelebratedona
grandscalebytheKarnataka
government.

In thissituation, Karn-
ataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumarheld ameeting
withministers, government
officials, district MPs, MLAs
and othersin Mysuruyest-
erday. Atthattime, various

artisticeventstobe
held duringthe 10
daysandtheinvitat-
ionofspecial guests
werediscussed.
Itseemsthatsince ¢
thisisthefirst Dusse- *
hrafestivaltobeheld g
after D.K. Sivakum-
arbecamethe Chief
Minister,ithasbeen £
decidedtocelebrate
itinagrand manner.
Inthissituation, Union
Defense Minister Rajnath
Singhhasbeeninvitedtoina-
uguratetheairshowonbehalf

oftheKarnatakagovernment.

Similarly, Tamil Nadu
ChiefMinister Vijayhasbeen
invited to participatein Du-
ssehraasaspecial guest. The

Mysurudistrictadministration

hassaid that Karnataka Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
will soon call Tamil Nadu
ChiefMinister Vijay.

“Dummy Chief Minister,” “Buffoonish Rulers”
Udhayanidhi Stalin’s Sharp Criticism

CHENNALI: Udhayanidhi
Stalin, the Leader ofthe Op-
position in the Assemb-
ly, has severely criticized
the governmentled by the
“dummy Chief Minister”
for the attack on nurses.
InapostonhisX (form-
erly Twitter) handle,
he stated the following:
“I'strongly condemn the
government of this dummy
ChiefMinister’ for unleas-
hingthepoliceto carryout
a brutal, indiscriminate
attack onnurses who were
protesting for demands su-
chasjobregularizationand

equal pay for equal work.
Theverypeople—nowacting
likebuffoonsin power—who
promised whileinthe oppos-
itiontoregularizethe nurses’
jobs on theirvery firstday
inoffice,arenow thefirstto
sendthe policeto suppress
thenurses protest withacts
oflawlessness.

Ononehand, theserulers
commitexcesses—confini-
ngnursestoasmallareaat
the protestsite, cutting off
electricity, and threatening
thembyaskingiftheyvalue
theirlives. Ontheotherha-
nd, they demean thenurses

{

and their struggle through
‘Abusive Warriors’; thisis the
heightofuncivilized behavior.
Itisshameful that, after once
delivering ‘punch dialog-
ues’ claiming they would
nottolerate evenascratch
onthenurses, theyarenow

attackingnotonlythepr-
otesting nurses buteven
their children. Whatdo
youcallthisattackon chil-
dren—a ‘Maternal Uncle’s
Lathi&charge Scheme’?
Why do the Chief Mini-

) ster’shands, whichreach
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outtowipethe ‘faketears’
ofa‘suitcase candidate;
refusetowipethe genuine
tearsoflife&saving nurses?
Iurge this governmentto
immediately halt the opp-
ression of the nurses, invite
them for talks, and take the
necessary stepstoresolve
their demands.”

Police Personnel Yet to Receive Election Duty
Travel Allowance Five Months After PoIIs

CHENNALI: Even thou-
gh fivemonthshave passed
sincetheelectionsconclud-
ed, thetravelallowancedue
topolice personnelforele-
ctiondutyhasnotyetbeen
disbursed. Consequently,
theyarehopingtoreceive
theallowancebeforethe
Diwali festival.
Duringelection periods,
police personnel fromvar-
iousdistrictsaredeployed
tootherdistrictstoprovide
security for political events
suchasconferences, public
meetings, processions, and
campaigntoursbyleaders.
Many officersaresentfrom
individual policestations
ondeputation for these
duties.
Inadditiontoregularstati-
onpersonnel, officersfrom
specialized units—includ-
ingthe Special Task Force
andtheBomb Detection
and Disposal Squad—are
deployed forspecial electi-
onassignments. Policeare
alsosenttodistantdistricts

forvarioustasks,
includingsecur-
ityfor candidate
nominations, po-
llingstations, the
votingprocess,
andthecounting |
ofvotes. '
The government
providesadaily
travelallowan-
ce—rangingfrom3250to
%400 perperson, depen-
dingonrank—tocover
expensessuchasfoodfor
thesedeployed officers. The
State government provid-
esthefundsfor Assembly
elections, while the Central
government providesthem
forParliamentaryelect-
ions. Thetotalamountis
calculatedbased on theper-
iodfromtheannounceme-
ntoftheelection datetothe
declarationofresultsandis
credited toeachofficer’sac-
count. Thegeneralelection
forthe Tamil Nadu Legisla-
tive Assembly wasannou-
ncedonMarch 15,and the

Model Code of Conduct

cameintoeffectonthatday.
Following the completion
ofvote countingand the full
declaration ofresults, the
Election Commission of
Indiacompletely withdrew
the Model Code of Conduct
onMay7.Fromthedaythe
election datewasannoun-
ced, policepersonnelinev-
ery Assembly constituency
wereengagedinsecurity,
surveillance,and vehicle
checksaroundtheclock,
workingin threeshifts. Per-
sonnel ranging from Grade
IIconstablestoinspectors
worked dayand night for
thispurpose. The govern-
mentisrequiredto payeach

i officeratravel

allowance

\.jjl ranging from
| approxima-
7 tely?12,000
1 t0321,000,

"4 commensur-
atewith their
rank. Howe-
ver, thetravel
allowance for
the 53 days of duty perfo-
rmed duringtherecently
concluded Assemblyelect-
ionshasnotbeendisbursed
even fivemonthsafterthe
pollsended.
Incontrast,duringthe
previous parliamentary
elections, the travel allo-
wancewas credited to the
officers’accountswithin
15daysoftheelection’s
conclusion. Thepoliceare
deeplydissatisfied thatthe
allowanceremainsunpaid
after fivemonthsandhave
urged senior police officials
totakeappropriate measu-
restoensuredisbursement
before the Diwali festival.

Woman branded a‘witch’ achieves
success inRajasthan state exam!

JAIPUR: A woman who
wasmocked as a ‘witch after
the deaths of her husband
and daughter has achieved
aremarkable feat by clearing
the Rajasthan Administrative
Services (RAS) examination.
Rohini Gurjar, hailingfrom
Ajmer, Rajasthan, earned
the distinction of being the
firstwoman from hervillage,
Kukra, tograduate withaB.A.
degreein 2006.

Shemarriedin2011 and
became a motherin2013.
Her husband passed away
in 2021, a tragedy that ca-

in&laws. Furthermore,some ¢ ¢'V< 1]
villagers blamed her for her ©

husband’s deathandbranded
hera ‘witch. Despitethis, her
brother Narendra Gurjar and
her husband’s grandmother,

Pushpa Devi, stoodbyheras 4

pillarsof support.
Hergrandmother, Pushpa
Devi, constantly encouraged
Rohinitoresume her studies.
Consequently,in 2021, Rohini
began preparingfor competitive
examinations. Shesucceeded
inthepreliminarystage ofthe
Rajasthan Administrative
Services (RAS) exam on her

used her immense grief. firstattemptbutfailedtoclear

Because shegave birthtotwo
daughters, Rohinifacedridicule
andalack of supportfromher

themain examination dueto
alowscore. Undeterred, she
traveledto Jaipurto prepare

-

forthe2023 exam. During
thistime, her grandmother,
Pushpa Devi, passed away.
Eventually overcomingthis
grief, Rohini continued her
studies. However, in 2024, her
10&yearérold eldest daughter
suddenly passedaway dueto
illness. Devastated by thisloss,
Rohinidecidednotto takethe
RASmainexam again.

Yet, her family persuaded

hertoappearfortheexam,
urginghertodosoatleast
forthesakeofher younger
daughter, Bhumi. Amidst
this, justtwo days before
the RAS main exam, Ro-
hinimetwithanaccident
and sustained a severe

- "L eyeinjury. Withoneeye

bandaged, she took the
examrelyingonthevisionofthe
othereye. Shesecuredsecond
placeinthe Widow’ category
under the Most Backward
Classes (MBC) classification
inthe2024 RAS examination.
She has been allotted to the
Rajasthan Accounts Service.
That perseverance ultimately
enabled herto cross the finish
linetosuccessintheRASexam.
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