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Japan PM Takaichi congratulates
PMModi on 25 years as head of govt

TOKYO:JapanesePrime
Minister Sanae Takaichihas
extended her warmest cong-
ratulations to Prime Minister
Narendra Modion comple-
ting25yearsinofficeashead
ofgovernment, highlighting
hislongstandingdedication
tothedevelopmentofIndian
societyand the nation thr-
ough outstanding political
leadership.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modireachedamonumen-
talmilestone on October7,
markingaquarter&century
of continuoustenureashead
ofgovernment,apolitical tr-
ajectorythatkicked offwith

vows stronger FOIP partnership

hisswearing&inas Gujarat’s
ChiefMinisterin2001.

Acknowledgingthisrema-
rkablefeat, the Union Cabinet
adoptedaformalresolution
on Tuesdayto felicitate PM
Modionachieving25years
of uninterrupted executive
leadership.

Having first taken the
oath of officein Gujaraton
October7,2001,heheld the
state’stop postuntil May2014,
afterwhichhetransitionedto
nationalleadership byassu-
mingofficeas Prime Minister

inMay2014,apositionhehas
heldeversince.
Buildingon thismoment-

ousoccasion, Japanese Prime

Minister Sanae Takaichitook

toXtoshareherofficialsta-

Q ©

tements, bridging personal
reflections with diplomatic
vision. Commemorating
hisquarter&centurytenure
andleadership trajectory,
shestated, “Today, on the
25thanniversary of Prime
Minister Modi’s tenureas |

ChlefMlmster,Iextendmy -»-,__b,- TN .‘,“ :
heartfelt congratulations,’ o

W"

s
A

adding, “Formanyyears,
youhavededicatedyou-
rselftothe development
ofIndiansocietyandthe
nation,andsince2001,
youhave demonstrated
outstanding political
leadership overalong
periodas Chief Minister.

Shefurtherexpressed
herdeeprespectforhis
achievementsinadvan-
@ cingIndiasdevelopment
- andelevatingitsstanding

~ internationally.

o) Reflectingonbilateral

tiesand her recentdiplomatic
engagements, Takaichiexp-
ressed appreciation for the
hospitality extended during
hertravels, stating, “Moreo-
ver,duringmyvisitto Indiain
Julythisyear,Iwasextended
the warmesthospitality, for
whichIonceagain express
mysinceregratitude.”
Sheelaborated on their
discussions, noting that while
experiencingIndiasculinary
cultureand music, sheengaged
inconcretetalks with Prime
Minister Moditoadvancethe

Japan&India ‘Special Strategic
and Global Partnership’toa
newstage.

Lookingaheadto future
diplomatic milestones, she
noted that nextyear marks
the75thanniversary ofthe
establishmentof diplomatic
relationsbetween Japanand
India. Emphasising shared
regional goals, she further
stated, “Torealisea ‘Freeand
OpenIndo&Pacific (FOIP),
JapanandIndia, which sha-
restrategic directions, will
furtherstrengthen our part-
nership throughevencloser
collaboration with Prime
Minister Modi.”

CM Vijayinspects Madhavaram Dalry Government to Revoke Order Regularizing
lllegal Quarries; Decisive Move by the State

CHENNAI: Between
400,000and 450,000 liters
of milkare produced daily
atthe Aavindairyplantin
Madhavaram, Chennai.

From here, milk packets
aredistributed viatrucksac-
rossvarious parts of Chennai
along more than45routes.
Currently, the supply of
Aavin milkin Chennaiis
insufficientto meet public
demand. Asstockssell out
quicklyatshops, the public

NEW DELHI: A major stir
unfoldedin Delhiyesterday
duetoaprotestbyopposition
MPs. Theymarchedin protest
againstthe ChiefElection Com-
missioner, leadingtothearrest
ofRahul Gandhiand others.
Opposition partieshadbeen
accusingtheElection Commis-
sionofvotetheftresultingfrom
thespecialintensiverevision
ofelectoralrolls. Amidstthis,
reportsemerged that J{{’
two Election Comm-
issionersheldastance
contrarytothatof Chief &
Election Commissioner {1
Gyanesh Kumar.

Consequently,dema- ;
ndsforthe ChiefElection
Commissioner’sresign- | =
ation gained momentum \
amongtheopposition.

Protests pressingforthis “ \( - &
demandarebeingheld \

across the country;a
continuousprotesthadbeen
underwayat Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar for the pastfew days.
Meanwhile, followingadec-
isionmadeduringameeting
ofthe opposition INDIA’
alliance on the 30th oflast
month,opposition MPsheld
amarchtowardstheElection
Commission of IndiainDe-
lhiyesterday. Theymarched
whileraising slogansagainst
Gyanesh Kumar.
Theprocession, whichbe-
ganattheParliamentcomplex
around 11:00 AM, washalted
bythepoliceatthejunction

isforced to purchase pri-

Vate&labelmllkathlgher 'z- .-r .'- :

prices, cau31ng31gn1f1cant
inconvenience.

Amidst thissituation, |5
ChiefMinister Vijayisco- ¥

nducting aninspection

atthe Madhavaram dairy |

plant. Heinquiredin det-
ailwith officialsregarding
milk procurement and
distribution. Subseque-
ntly, the Chief Minister

near AllIndiaRadio, the Re-
serveBank,and NITT Aayog.
Participantsin the march
included AllIndia Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge,
Leader ofthe Oppositionin
the Lok SabhaRahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, P. Chidamb-
aram, CongressMPsincluding
Manickam Tagore, Samajwadi
Partyleader Akhilesh Yadav,
NCP MP Supriya Sule,and

aTrinamool Congress MP.
Overahundred people
participated, including Ab-
hishek Banerjee, Rashtriya
Janata Dal MP Manoj Jha,
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Ka-
tchileader Thirumavalavan,
and MDMKMP Durai Vaiko.
Inanticipation of therally,
policeforces—includingthe
Rapid Action Force—hadbe-
endeployedandbarricades
erectedatvariouspointsinthe
areathepreviousday. Secur-
itypersonnelintercepted the
MPsattheaforementioned
junction, preventing them

building for the Aavin cen-
inaugurated theauxiliary trallaboratory,constructed ofmilkpowder.

Case registered against Rahul Gandhi for entering
Akashvani Bhavanwithout permission

fromadvancingfurther. Co-
nsequently, Rahul Gandhi
climbed ontothebarricade.
Priyanka Gandhijoinedhim
inclimbingitaswell; howev-
er, they wereunabletomove
forward dueto the heavy
police presenceontheother
side.Standingatop theiron
barricade and holding the
national flag, Rahul Gandhi
rallied the protesters.

Hesubsequentlyentered
thepremises ofanearbyradio
station, intendingto proceed
totheElection Commission
officefromthere, butthepoli-
cethwarted thismoveaswell.
Asaresult, Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, K.C. Ven-
ugopal,and otherssatunder
atreeatthesiteandstageda
*dharna* (sit&in protest).
Policeannounced vialou-
dspeakersthat prohibitory
ordersunder Section 163
wereinforceintheareaand
urged thegathered Congre-
sspartyworkerstodisperse.

“atacostof?2.23 crore.
Healsoinspected the co-
nstruction workofanew
dairyunitwithin the Ma-
dhavaram complex.

The Madhavaram plant
processesbetween 300,000
and 360,000 liters of milk
daily for sale. The facili-
tyincludes cold storage
rooms with a capacity of
375,000litersand storage
rooms for 80 metric tonnes

Whentheworkersrefusedto
leave, theytoo werearrested.
While Rahul Gandhiand
Priyanka Gandhicontinued
their sit&in protest, police
and Home Ministry officials
engagedin talks with them.
However, theyrefusedtoleave
thespotwithoutmeetingthe
ChiefElection Commissioner.
Consequently, the protest
continued well past7:30 PM.
Amidstthissituation,ad-
| ditional policepersonnel
arrivedatthescenearound
8PM,ledbyDelhiPolice
- Deputy Commissioner
SachinSharma. The De-
puty Commissioner held
discussions with Rahul
Gandhiand others, but
noagreement wasre-
ached. Consequently,
thepolice proceededto
arrestthem. MPs who
resisted were physica-
llylifted and carried away.
Afterbeingarrestedand pl-
acedinavehicle, Priyanka
Gandhispoketo thepolice
andsteppedout.
Theothersweretakentoa
differentlocation. Thisprotest
caused amajor stirin Delhi
yesterday, lasting for nine
hours—from11 AMto8PM.
Meanwhile, the DelhiPolice
haveregistereda caseagainst
the Leader ofthe Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhiforentering Akashvani
Bhavan without permission.

MADURATI:TheArappor
Iyakkant (Arappor Movement)
haswelcomedthegovernment's
submissiontotheHigh Court
stating thatthe Government
Order (G.O.) regularizing
illegal quarries willsoonbe
revoked. Themovementexpre-
ssedappreciationforthe Tamil
Nadugovernment'sdecision
towithdrawthe ‘One&Time
Regularization’scheme—i-
ntroduced by the previous
DMK government prior to
theelections—whichcauseda
lossofover320,000croretothe
stateexchequerinthemineral
resourcessector.

AbelMoorthyfromMadu-
rai,inapetitionfiledbeforethe
MaduraiBenchoftheMadras
High Court,stated: “Previously,
operatorsofillegalstonequarries
facedpenaltiesofupto35lakh
perhectare,imprisonmentfor
fiveyears,orboth. However,
lastJanuary, theDepartmentof
NaturalResourcesissuedaGov-
ernmentOrderregardingaon-
e&timeregularizationscheme.
Thisorder stipulates thatif
mineralsareextractedbeyond
permittedlimitsorifquarry-
ingisconductedinareasnot
coveredbythelease,apenalty

NILAGIRI: A retired Air
Force personnel tragically
losthislife after amassive
rockfellonhiscaralongthe
Mettupalayam&Coonoor
hillroad,amidstheavyra-
ins in the Nilgiris district.
TheNilgirisand surrounding
areashavebeenexperiencing
heavyrainfallaccompanied
by gusty winds for the past
two days. On Wednesday
morning, Krishnamoorthy
(65)and hisfamily—reside-
ntsoftheJagathalaareanear
Aruvankadu,

Coonoor—werereturn-
inghomeby caraftervisiting
relativesin Coimbatore. Asthe

ofonly25permetrictonne
willbeimposed. Furthermore,
theorderallowsforaninitial
paymentof20 percentofthe
penaltyamount, with thebala-
ncepayableinsixbi&monthly
installments(or 12installments
ifthepenaltyexceedsI10crore).
ThisGovernment Orderwas
issued with the ulterior mot-
iveof protectingindividuals
engagedinillegal quarrying
activities. Therefore, thisorder
issuedbythe TamilNadugove-
rnmentmustbequashed. Until
then,aninterimstayshouldbe
grantedagainsttheimplem-
entation ofthe government’s
orderregardingquarries,” the
petitionstated. This petition
cameupforhearingbeforethe
MaduraiBenchofthe Madras
High Court, presided overby
Justices Velmuruganand Ra-
makrishnan.
Thegovernmentcounsel
informedthecourtthatarec-
ommendationhadbeenmade
towithdrawthe Government
Order(G.O.)and thatitwould
bewithdrawnshortly. Cons-
equently, thejudgesordered
anextension of the existing
interimstayonthe G.O.and
adjournedthehearingforfour

vehiclewaspassing through
thelower Burliarsectionnear |
Coonoor,alargerocksuddenly
rolled down from thehilltop
andstrucktherearofthecar.
Krishnamoorthyand his #

weeks. Welcomingthismove,
the Arappor Iyakkamstated:

Wewelcomethe TamilNadu
governmentsannouncement
towithdrawthe ‘One&Time
Regularization’ scheme—i-
ntroduced by the previous
DMK governmentpriortothe
electionsforthebenefitofille-
galquarryingmafias—which
causedalossofover320,000
croretothestateexchequerin
themineral resourcessector.
ArapporIyakkamhad consi-
stentlyadvocated for thewith-
drawalofthis G.O. Wehadalso
metMinister ThiruPrabhuin
persononJune3rd,submitted
apetition,andexplained the

necessityof withdrawingthe
scheme;hehadassured usthat
hewould considerthematter.
Farmers, including Abel Mo-
orthy,hadalsofiledacasein
courtseekingthewithdrawal
ofthis G.O.Duringtheheari-
ng,itwasannounced thatthe
TamilNadugovernmenthad
decidedtowithdrawit.
Thisistherightdecision;
the G.O.mustbewithdrawn
soon. Next, the government
mustreplenishthestateexch-
equerbyimposingfinesforthe
stonesstolenbyillegal quarry
operators! Furthermore, legal
casesmustbefiledagainstthe
illegalstone quarrymgmaﬁas'

TheTirunelveli Range DIG personally invited the

head constableswho had performed excellentlyintwo
murder casesin Thoothukuditothe range office and
commended them by presenting certificates.

HeavyRainin Coonoor: OneKilled
After Rock Fallson Car on H111 Road

wife, Devaki(54), whowere ¥

seatedintheback ofthecar, 1

sustained severeinjuries. 4%

Bystandersrescued themand
immediately rushed themto &
the Government Medical
College Hospital.

However, Krishnam-
oorthy, who was admitted
to the Intensive Care Unit,
succumbed to his injuries
despite medical efforts. His
wife Devakiand the other

occupantsofthecar escaped
withminorinjuriesandarecu-
rrentlyundergoingtreatment.
Traffic on the Mettupalay-
am&Coonoorhillroad has
beenseverelydisrupted due
totheaccident. Officialshave
warned of therisk oflandslid-

esandfallingtreesatvarious
pointsalongtherouteasthe
rain continues.
Arescueteamhasrushed
tothesceneandis workingto
removetherockandrestore
trafficflow. Theincidenthas
causedastirinthearea.
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Today horoscope

— Expected money will come: Your father’s
healthwillimprove. Youwillbe happy with
newresponsibilities. You willmeetrelatives
and childhood friends. Your superior willap-
preciate youat the office. You will have to travel
onbusiness.

Youwillhave good expenses. Youwillbuy
necessaryitemsfor yourhome. Youwillmove
intoahousewith goodspace. Youwillattract
old customersbyadoptingnewstrategiesin
business. Itisbettertoavoidargumentsatthe
office.

Youwillmeet celebrities. Confusion will
beeliminatedandhappiness will prevailin the
family. You willmake newplans. Youwillbe more
involved in meditation, yoga,and spirituality.
Therewillbe profitsinbusiness. Avoidinterfering
inother peoplesaffairsat the office.

Youwillovercomehiddenopposition. The
coldwar thatexisted between the couple will
disappear.Itisbetterto giveintoeachother.
Goodnewswill come fromabroad. Business will
prosper.Itisbettertobeintheofficeand have
yourownwork.

Youwill experience mental discomfort. You
willstruggle to complete some tasks. You will
-reconcile with your family. Youwillrenovateand
expandyourancestralhome. Youmay experi-
encephysical fatigue due to the workload at the
office. Youwillexpand your business.

Childhoodfriendswillhelp. There may be minor
argumentsin the family. Youwilltrytosell yourancestral
house, plot,and agriculturalland. Youwill

1 x have new experiencesin the outside world.
' A Youwillsee progressinbusinessand career.

There willbea way to resolve ancestral
propertyissuesthrough discussion. Lack of
money will goaway. Youwill visit the temple
oftheancestral deity with family members.
Therewillbe profitsin business. You will get
the opportunityto meetcelebritiesin the
office.

Experienceandknowledge willbe revealed
inyourspeech. Children willbehavekindly.
Money will come from an unexpected place.

Youwill seek help from some people toexpand
yourbusinessonalargescale. Avoidarguments 7
intheoffice.

Theego problem willberesolvedand there
willbea closeness between husband and wife.
Money thatwas notexpected will come. Rela-
tives who have moved awaywill comeand talk
toyou. Old debtsin business will be collected.
New partnerswill supportyou. Career willbe

successful.

Asthe Chandrashtamaperiod continues,
sudden expensesand mentalstresswill comeand ¢
go. Careshould betaken with thevehicle. There
willbe problems with employeesinbusiness.
Itisgoodtospeakkindlyto customers. The
documentyouwerelooking forin the office will
appear.

Youwillhavetoweigh everythinginthe
family. Old debts will be paid off. There willbe
gains from maternal relatives. Business
competition willbebroken. You willmake
some profit. Youwillberecommended fora
newpositionintheoffice.

Expectationswillbe fulfilled. Youwill receive
blessings from your elders. Your son will geta
goodjob. Your daughter’s marriage efforts will
endwell. Youwillexpand yourbusinesstoalarge |
extent. Donotinterfereintheaffairsofothersin |
theoffice. '

Road blockade demanding

resolution of drinking water

problem in Kanchipuram - Public
acus

KANCHIPURAM: Publicin Kanchipuram staged a
roadblockade, claiming thatthe drinking water problem
hasbeen goingon for4 months.

Therehasbeennowater supplyinsome parts of Kan-
chipuram Upperikkulam Street for the past4 months. In
some parts, water is coming in intermittently. The people
ofthatareaare complainingthatnoactionhasbeentaken
inthisregard after complaining to the mayorand the mu-
nicipal authorities. Theyalso went to the Forest Minister
and Kanchipuram MLA R.V. Ranjithkumar’s office tolo-
dgeacomplaint. Since the Minister wasnot present, they
raised theissueintheinternal complaintbookofthe office.
However, noactionwastaken. The public, who were upset
bythis, gathered at the Ekamparanathar Sannidhi Street.

Manypeople came with emptyjugsandblocked theroad.
The Sivakanchipolice, whoimmediatelyrushed tothescene
afterreceivinginformation, tried to pacify the protesters.
They called ofttheir protestafter the policeassured them
thatthey would talk to the authoritiesand immediately
providedrinking water.
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CMDAapprovesconversionof21.37acresfor
commerqaluseatthesﬂeofthenewSecretarlat|nPatna

CHENNA The CMDA
hasapprovedthe conversion
of21.37acresofland selected
forthe construction ofanew
capital secretariatin Pattnaik
fromresidential to comme-
rcialuse.

The Tamil Nadu gover-
nment hasannounced the

- ctedin Pattnaik. Onepart of

hisland hasbeen zoned for

4 residential use, one partfor

construction ofanew capital
secretariatin Pattnaikataco-
stofRs 1,200 crore. For this,
25.55acresoflandbelonging
tothe TamilNaduHousingand
Urban Development Depa-
rtment, Chennai Municipal
Corporationandthe Revenue
Departmenthavebeensele-

- industrial use,and the other

part foropenspace and recr-

* was made tothe Chennai

1 Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) onbehalf
. ofthe TamilNadu Housing
i Development Authorityto

changethe classification of
thisland tocommercial use.
Thepublicwasgiven21 days
tocommenton this. Afterthat
period expired,anindustrial
committeemeetingwasheldat
the CMDA office on October
1.Init,itwasdecided toreco-
mmend thefilesfor changing

theland classification of the
citytothegroup meeting.
Followingthis, the 289th
committee meeting of the
CMDA washeldthedaybe-
foreyesterday. Init, out of
the25.55acres selected for
thenew Capital Secretariat
projecttobesetupinPattna-
bakkam,approval was given
tochangetheclassification of
only21.37acresofland. Inthis
meeting,approval was given
tochangetheland classific-
ationin44places,including
thenew Capital Secretariat
project.Inaddition, approval
wasgivento28filesrelatedto
administrative procedures,
CMDA officialssaid.

Ashutosh Dixit appointed as Rir Chief Marshal
Who played an active role in the KargilWar

NEW DELHI Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit has been app-
ointed asthenew Chiefofthe
Indian Air Force. Thecurrent
Chiefofthe Indian Air Force,
Air ChiefMarshal A.P. Singh,
issettoretireon October31.
Inthissituation, Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit has been app-
ointed asthenew Chiefofthe

AirStaff.
Heplayedakeyrolein
theintensive promotion of
indigenously developed
“Tejas’fighter jetsand do-
mesticaircraft programsin
the Air Force. Hehas over
3,500 hours of flying exp-
erienceinvarioustypesof
fighter aircraftincluding

Miragee»2000, MiGvariants,
Kiran, Jaguar, IL&78, Hawk
and Tejas.

Inadefencecareerspanning
nearly four decades, he actively
participatedin major military
operations duringthe Kargil
War, including Operation Safet
Sagar’, Operation Rakshak’
and ‘Operation Sindhu’.

Dhanush enters polltlcs withRajinikanth’s
support: Plans to contest 2031 elections

CHENNALI: Actor Dha-
nush, whoissettoenterpol-
itics,hasdecided to directly
contestthe2031 Legislative
Assemblyelections, justlike
Chief Minister Vijay.

Therecentlegislativeasse-
mblyelectionsin TamilNadu
broughtaboutamajor political
change. Vijay,wholaunched
apolitical party called Tamil
Nadu Vetrik Kazhagam (TV-
EK),cametopowerin2years.
Duetothispolitical change,
theinfluenceofthe DMKand
AIADMK,whichhadbeenin
astate of fluxfor manyyears,
haswaned.

After MGRsstarted the
ATADMK and came to po-
wer, actors Sivaji Ganesan,
Bhagiyaraj,and T.Rajendar
started political parties. But
theywerenotabletosucceed
inpoliticslike MGR.

Meanwhile, with Vijay

Thawekavaitaking power
andbecomingthe ChiefMi-
nister within 2 years, other
actorsarealso gettingready
toenter politics. Actor Dha-
nushistakingstepstostarta
newmovement.
Heistakingmanystepsfor
this. Followingactor Dhanush,
Suriyaand Sivakarthikeyan
havealsoheld fanmeet. Dh-
anush,whohasdecidedtoget
involvedinactive politicsmore
thanotheractors,isinvolved
inalltheworkfor that.
Meanwhile, information
hasemerged that Dhanush’s
partyhasregisteredapartyna-
med “TamilNadu Upliftment
Party” withthe Election Co-
mmission. Whenaskedabout
this, Dhanush’s partysaid, “Tt
iscertainthatapolitical party
willbelaunched. However,
thenameofthe partyhasnot
yetbeenregistered with the

Election Commission. The
officialannouncementwillbe
madesoon. Until then, fans
willhave towait patiently”

Whenaskedabout Dhan-
ushspartylaunchatCinema
Vattara, theysaid: Actor Raji-
nikanthwould have definitely
wonsincehehadlaunched
the party. However, due to
hispoorhealth,he withdrew
fromlaunchingtheparty. Ho-
wever, Vijayovercameall the
oppositionafterstartingthe
party,including the two big
partiesDMKand AIADMK,
andevenafterthe Karurinc-
ident,herecoveredand won
ahugevictory, changingthe
politicallandscape.

Seeing Vijay’simmense
success, Rajinikanth’s fans
and followers wereworried
thattheyhad missed outon
agoodopportunity. Toallay
thatfear,actor Dhanush, who
wasRajinikanth’s son&in&law,
entered thepoliticalarena.

Dhanush, whoissetto
becomeactivelyinvolvedin
politicswith Rajini’ssupport,
hasdecided tostartaparty
like Vijayand contesttheup-
cominglocalbodyelections
and theassemblyelections
directlyinthe2031 Legislative

Assemblyelectionsinstead of
contestingthemintheupco-
mingelections. After Vijay’s
political partywaslaunched,
thefilm competitionbetween
Rajinikanthand Vijayturned
intoakind of conflict. Both
sidesstarted criticizingeach
otheronsocialmedia.
Immediatelyafter Vijay
won theelection, Rajinikanths
meetingwith DMK preside-
ntM.K. Stalinin person was
criticized. Following this,
Rajinikanth gave an expla-
nationaboutthatmeeting.
However, the conflictbetween
thetwosidesonsocialmedia
continues.
AftertheLegislative Ass-
emblyelections, variousfilm
celebritiesincluding Kamal
Haasan, Sivakarthikeyan,
Silambarasan and others
met Chief Minister Vijayin
hisabsenceandatthe Chief
Secretariatand congratulat-
edhim. However, Rajiniand
Dhanush havenotmet Vijay
sofar. Therefore, due to the
conflictwith Vijayin cinema
andpolitics,both ofthem may
haveavoided meeting Chief
Minister Vijayin persondue
totherecentpolitical party
formation. Theysaid this.

Reporatehiked to 5.50%: Home, auto
loaninterest rateslikelytoincrease

MUMBALI: Therepora-
te, theshort&termlending
rateprovided by the Reserve
Banktobanks,hasbeeninc-
reased. Itisnoteworthy that
thisisthefirsttimethatthe
reporatehasbeenincreased
since February2023.

Accordingly, Reserve Ba-
nkofIndia Governor Sanjay
Malhotrahasannounced that
thereporatewillbeincreased
by 25 basis points from the
previouslevel of5.25 percent
t05.50%.

Asthereporatehasbeen
raised, thereisapossibility
thattheinterestratesonhome,
vehicleand otherloansoftered
bybankswillalsoincrease.

TheReserve BankofIn-
dia’s MonetaryPolicy Com-
mittee meetsonceeverytwo

months. Variousimportant
decisionsaretakenatthatti-
me, consideringthesituation.
Thisincludesthedecisionto
changethereporate. Accor-
dingly, thereporate,whichis
theshort&termloan offered
bytheReserve Banktobanks,
hasbeenincreased.
Itseemsthatthe Reserve
Bankhasincreased therepo
rate dueto therisk ofrising
inflation, the depreciation of
theIndianrupeeto 97 against
the USdollar,and therisein
crudeoil pricesintheintern-

ational market.

The country’s
GDPisprojectedto
growat7.1percentin
# thecurrentfiscal year,
whilethe Consumer
PriceIndex (CPI)is
projected togrowat
5.2 percentinthefiscal year
2026&27.Speakingtorepor-
tersafter themonetarypolicy
meeting, the RBI Governor
said, “Both pricestabilityand
financialstabilityareessential
forlong&term sustainable
growth. Sowe will continue
towork towardsthem.”

“Similarly, the Reserve
Bankwill continue to imp-
lement policies that further
enhancetheresilience ofthe
economy,amid globalunce-
rtainty; hesaid.

Thereporateistheinter-
estratethatthe Reserve Bank
ofIndia (RBI) givestobanks
forloans. The Reserve Bank
ofIndia (RBI) hasnotmade
any changesto thisrateat
present. Dueto this, itseems
thattheinterestratesonloans
likehomeloans, carloans,
personalloansetc. willnot
increase for now.

Thisisbecause usually,
ifthe RBlincreasestherate
onloansgiventobanks, the
bankswillalsoincreasethe
interestratesonloansgiven
totheir customers.

Thelasttimethe RBI cut
thereporateby0.25 perce-
ntage pointsto 5.25 percent
wasinDecemberlastyear. Itis
noteworthythatthatratehas
remained the sametillnow.

s

October 07 Jarkhand 2026

Awomanwhoran
1600 meters barefoot

A video has gone viral online sh-
owing awoman running a 1,600&meter
race barefoot and cladin a saree du-
ring the physical fitness test for
recruitment into the Home Guard.

Kavitha Kumari, awidow from the Ramgarh
district of Jharkhand, found herself so-
Tely responsible for supporting her two
childrenand elderly in&laws after losing
her husband and Tacking a steady source
of income. Upon Tearning about the Home
Guard recruitment drive, she appliedand
appeared for the physical fitness test.
Lacking proper gear like a tracksuitor
running shoes, she participatedin the
1,600&meter race barefoot whileweari-
ng a saree. Although completing the run
within 10 minutes was the requirement,
Kavitha finisheditin just 6 minutes.
As the video of her runwent viral, she
has been receivingwidespread praise.
Kavitha attributes her impressive speed
to her determination to join the Home Gua-
rd for the sake of her children’s future.
Netizens have been moved by her feat,
praising her with comments 1ike, “This
\is amother running for her children.” /

People’s blessings are the
reasonforremainingin office
for25years PM Mod|

NEWDELHI: Prime Mlmster Modistated thattheble-
ssingsofthe peoplearethereasonforhisremaininginoffice
for25years;the contribution ofthe peoplehasbeen crucial
tothepositionheholdstoday. Heremarked that when he
assumed office asthe Chief Minister of Gujaraton thisday
in2001,hehad neverimaginedreachingsuchheights. He
emphasized thattodayisnot merelya day for reminiscing
butadaytoinfusenewenergyintoourresolve.

Allnecessarymeasuresarebeingtakentopropel Indiato
newheights. Recallinghisschool daysin Vadnagar,hement-
ionedhowhisteacherstaughtvarioussubjectsand noted that
hewasalwaysamongthefirststudentstoarriveintheclassro-
om. Thateagernesstolearnbecameanintegral partofhislife;
eventoday, he considershimselfalifelonglearner. Hestrives
tolearnsomething newevery day, believing thatthemore
helearns, thegreaterhis capacityto contribute tothe nation.
Theworldiscurrentlytalkingaboutour courageouspilot,
Smith Machhar, andacknowledging India’s capabilities. So-
on, theworldwillalsobe discussingaircraftmanufacturedin
India,astheyaresettoenterserviceshortly. Wehaverestored
India’spride. Nowisthetimeto setambitious goals for our
nation. Letus pledgeto transform Indiaintoadeveloped
nationby2047. Prime Minister Modispoke these words.

e

Gujarat: Firetruckcleans
BJP MLA’sbungalo

AHMEDABAD: Avideo ofafireenginebeingusedto
cleana BJP MLAsbungalowin Gujarathas goneviralon
social media. BJP’s Bachubhai Makanbhai Kapadisthe
MLA from Devgadpariyaassembly constituencyin Dahod
districtof Gujarat.

Therehavebeen complaintsthatafireenginewasusedto
cleanhisbungalowin Piperovillage. A videoin thisregard
isgoingviralonsocialmedia. Init,afireenginebelonging
tothe Devgadpariya Municipalityissprayingwaterarou-
ndthe MLAsbungalow. Following this, the opposition has
alleged thatthe fireengine hasbeen misused.
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sary celebrations ftheAndaman andNicobar Com-

mand (ANC), the Indian Navy sailing vessel ‘Neelkanth’'was accorded agrand
maritime welcome at SriVijayapuram.

11Indiansinjuredinattack on
merchant ship near Oman

India strongly condemns

NEW DELHI: Eleven
Indianswereinjuredinan
attackonaPanamanian&f-
lagged merchantvesselne-
ar Oman. Indiahasstrongly
condemned theattack.

The ‘MD on Peace’ ves-
sel wasattacked byamissile
orexplosive device while
itwassailingthroughthe
Straitof Hormuznearthe
coastof Omanlast Monday.
Ministryof External Affairs

spokesperson Randhir Jais-
walsaid:

Wearewitnessing the
attackonthePanamania-
n&flagged merchantvessel
‘Mt.On Peace’ asitpassed
through the Strait of Hor-
muzoffthe coastof Oman.
Outofthe 19 crewmemb-
ersonboard, 17 were Indi-
ans. Ofthese, 12,including
11Indians, wereinjured.
Theywererescued withthe

help of Omaniauthor-
itiesandarereceiving
treatmentin Kasab. We
thankthe Omaniautho-
ritiesfor theirinvaluable
assistance.
Indiaisdeeplycon-
_ cernedbytheongoing
ttackson Kapilsinthis
region. Wereiterate our
callforanimmediateend
tosuchattacksinorderto
ensure peaceandstability
intheregion.Inthisrega-
rd,attacks ontheinternal
structures of businessmen,
workersandthegeneral
publicmustcometoanend.
International maritime
routes mustbe free of obst-
ructionsandtradeoper-
ationsmustresumesoon,
Randhir Jaiswal said.

15 special forcesto prevent hikeracesin
Chennai-Traffic police keepingaclose watch

CHENNAL: 15 special

forceshavebeen formed to
preventbikeracesin Che-
nnai. The special forcesare
engagedinsurveillancein
plain clothes.
Thetrafficpolicein Che-
nnaiaretakingstrictactionto
preventyouthsfromengaging
inbikeracesand otherdan-
gerousadventuresonmajor
roadsincluding AnnaSalai,
EastCoastRoad,and Kam-

. fd 7
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Especiallyon Fridaysand
Saturdays, youthsare seen
ridingbikesat high speed
and engaginginadventures
includingwheeling. In this
situation, on the 4th, some
youthsengagedindangerous
adventuresbyridingbikesat
highspeedinareasincluding
Nungambakkam, Valluvar
Kottam, AnnaSalai,and Sardar
Patel Road. In this connecti-

on, the TrafficInvestigation
Division policearrested 16
people. 11 bikeswereseized
fromthem.

Furthermore, thepoliceare
alsosearchingforabsconding

! bikeracersandadventurers.

Chennai Traffic Police Com-
missioner Chamundeeswari
warned thatstrictactionwill
betakenagainstthoseinvo-
lvedinadventureactivities
thatendanger thelivesofthe
publicand cause damage to
publicproperty.

Furthermore, 15 speci-
alteamshavebeen formed
in Chennaitoarrest those
involvedinbikeracingand
confiscate bikes, and they
areactivelytakingactionby
engaginginsurveillancein
plain clothes.

Palani Rs 100 Crore Land Scam: Two Arrested,
Including Absconding Document Writer

DINDIGALThe CB&C-
IDpolicehavearrested two
individuals—includinga

documentwriterwhohad ™=
beenabsconding fortwomo- s

nths—inconnectionwithaR
100 croreland scaminPalani
Landworth Rs 100 crore,

belongingtothe Dandapani _

Swamigal Muttinthefoothill
areaofPalani(Dindigul distr
ict),wasillegallyregisteredin

thenamesoftwo privateindi-
vidualsforasumofRs2crore.
Followinganinquiryinvol-
ving 88 people, the CB&CID
policeregisteredacaseagainst
11individuals. Sixpeopleli-
nkedtothe case—including
Sub&Registrar Justin Ma-
nikandan, Murugadas,and
broker Jayaprakash—had
alreadybeenarrested;among
them, lawyer Anwarudeen
passedawaywhilein prison.
Fiveothersinvolvedinthe
case, including document
writer Sivakumar, had gone

intohiding.

Asthere wasno infor-
mationregardingtheir wh-
ereabouts, the police were
unabletotrackthem down.
Consequently, the CB&C-
ID policestruggled for two
monthstolocatethese five
individuals. Similarly, no co-
ncreteevidencehasyetbeen
foundregardingthekeyfigure
whomasterminded thescam.
Meanwhile, havingarrested
the primaryaccusedinvolv-
edinthefraud, the CB&CID
policehad plannedtofilea
chargesheetbasedonthein-

. s
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vestigation conductedso far.
Amidstthis,on Wednesday
morning(Oct.7),the CB&-
CID policearrested twoin-
dividualsattheirrespective
homes: Sivasankari,a Junior
Assistantinthe Registration
Departmentwhoabetted the
registration process,and Siv-
akumar, thedocumentwriter
whohadbeenabscondingfor
two months. Theyare curr-
entlybeinginterrogated. It
isnoteworthy thatJunior
Assistant Sivasankarihas
alreadybeen suspendedin
connectionwith thisfraud.
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How did Hindi textappear onmedicine

NewInglLia

ASH
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packets?—Minister Arunraj explains

CHENNAI:Inastatement
issued by the Minister for Me-
dicaland Family Welfare, Aru-
nraj, thefollowing wasstated:
We sstrongly condemn the
DMK members—whoengage
incheap politics overlangua-
geateveryopportunity—for
sheddingcrocodiletearsand
pretendinganon&existent
issueisreal,alltomaskahis-
toricblundertheythemselves
committed.

Itisessential to clarify
thestarkreality of thismatter
tothe people of Tamil Na-
duandtothoseinthe DMK
whoseektodeliberately sow
confusionand falsehoods.
Typically, the medicine pa-
cketsdistributed to patients
atthe Karur Government
Medical College Hospital
aresourced fromthe Central
Prison, withmarkingssuchas
‘Morning/ Afternoon/Night’

printed exclusivelyin Tamil.
InDecember2025,duetoa
shortage of packetsfromthe
Central Prison, an urgent
order wasissued on Dece-
mber31,2025—duringthe
previous DMKregime—to
print4lakh packetsthrough
theErode District Printing
Industrial Cooperative So-
ciety; these packetsentered
publiccirculation as early
as January 2026 (while the
DMK wassstillin power).
Similarly,in Coimbatore, the
practicewasofficiallyappro-
ved through administrative
procedures, printed by the
Chinthamani Cooperative
Society,and implemented
exactlythreeyearsago—du-
ringthe DMK’stenure! What
kind of politicsisitto permit
Hindi, create the template for
it,and putitinto circulation
amongpatientsduringone’s
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The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)re-
leased the Rs. 300 Special Entry Darshan tickets
forthe TirupatiLord Venkateswara temple—spe-
cificallyforthe dates ofthe 12th, 13th, 14th, 18th,
19th, and 20th—onits official website at 10:00AM
onWednesday. Devotees are requested to book
theirtickets exclusively through the website https://
ttdevasthanams.ap.gov.in.

Indian pilot Captain Smit
Macharis recovering

Embassy ofindia

Dubai: TheIndian Embassyinthe UAEhasstated that Indian
pilot Captain SmitMachhar, whoisundergoingtreatmentat
ahospitalin AbuDhabi, isrecovering. Anattempt wasmade
tohijackaFlydubaiflighttraveling from Dubaito Tel Aviv,

which Indian pilot
Smit Machhar cou-
rageously thwarted.
Duringtheincident,
hewasseverelyassault-
edbytheco-piloton
board. Doctorshad
™ previouslyrepaired
# damagedsectionsof
hisskullafterhe was
admitted toahospi-
talin Saudi Arabia.
Currently, SmitMach-
harhasbeenadmitted
toahospitalin AbuDhabifor further treatment, wheredoctors
areprovidingintensive care.Inastatementregardinghis
health, theIndian Embassyin the UAE said: “Captain Smit
Machhar continuestoshowsteadyprogressandisrecovering”
TheEmbassyadded, “Weremainin close contact with his
family, doctors,andlocalauthorities, providing all possible
assistance. Wethankeveryone whohasoffered prayersand
wishhimaspeedyrecovery”

Punjab CM’s office,
official’s houseraided

CHANDIGARH:
A casewasregistered
after the Enforceme-
ntDirectoratefileda
complaintallegingthat
ChiefMinister Bha-
gwantMann’sspecial
; officerwasinvolvedin
. acorruptionscandalin
| Punjab.

Inthiscontext,
CBIlofficialsyesterday
raided the camp office of Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
and thehouse ofthe Chief Minister’s Special Officerin
Chandigarh. Punjab ChiefMinister Bhagwant Mann
saidin his X&Site post, “Thisraid showsthatthe BJPis
preparing for the Punjab assembly electionstobeheld
nextyear. ”CBl officialshave conducted raids at my camp
officeand thehouse of my special officer. The BJPis using
the Enforcement Directorateand the CBIagainst meto
createafalsenamebyblamingthe Punjab government
and me. The BJPistryingto destroy theinfluence thatthe
peoplehaveonme,” hesaid.

ownadministration,onlyto
now castblameontheruling
party? Whyaremembersofthe

DMK—whoremainedsilent &8

andpassivewhentheseitems
wereintroduced duringtheir
ownadministration—now
suddenlyposturingasguard-
iansofthelanguagestruggle?

forthe DMK tohaveimpo-
sed Hindithemselves, only
tonowblowtheissue outof
proportion for political gain!
Thecurrentadministration pr-
ocuredthecoverssolelybased
oninventoryrequirements;
nochangesweremadetothe
designorthelanguageused,
whichhadbeen established
duringthe DMK’stenure.
Thisisadespicablepolitical
ploybythe DMKto baselessly
shifttheblameontousinorder
toconceal theirownbetrayal!
Assoonasthis matter cameto

—

=

Itisablatantactofhypocrisy |
E

theuse ofthose specific pill
coverswasimmediatelyhalted
inbothKarurand Coimba-
tore.In Karur, the previous
practicehasbeenrestored:
coversaresourced fromthe
Central Prison, stamped with
details exclusivelyin Tamil,
andissuedtopatients.

In Coimbatore,immedi-
atemeasureshavebeentaken
to produce and utilize pill
covers featuringonly Tamil
and English for patient use.

arignar Anna, *Tamizhaga
VetriKazhagam*istheonly
movementthatupholdsthe
two&language policy not
merelyinname,butasitsvery
lifeblood. Wewillnever co-
mpromiseon this principle.
Letuswaitandseeifthe DM-
K—accustomed toabrand
of politics builtentirely on
lies—will finallyabandon
suchcheaptacticsandactasa
constructiveoppositionparty.
Thiswasstatedintherelease.

Anti-corruption police raid the home of the
Deputy Director of the Health Department,

whowasarrestedinabribe

DINDUGAI: AntieCorru-
ption Bureaupoliceconducted
asurpriseraid at the house of
arrested Health Department
Deputy Director Jagaveera
Pandian in Virudhunagar
district. Important documents
wereseized.

Jagaveerapandianisfrom
Chinnalapattiin Dindigul
district. Heretired from the
armyandiscurrentlyworking
asthe Deputy Director of the
Virudhunagar District Health
Department. Jagaveerapandian
wasarrested bythe Virudhuna-
gar District Antié»Corruption
Department policetheday be-

foreyesterdaywhileaccepting

+ ot ol

abribetoreleasetherental

amount foracontractvehicle. |
Followingthis, the Antie»Co- i
rruption Department police |

conducted asurprisesearch |

|

atJagaveerapandian’shouse | 3

in Chinnalapatti.

Atthat time, documents
for purchasinggold jewelry
worth Rs. 1.50 crore were
seized. Jagaveerapandian’s
familysaidthat all the jew-
elry withreceiptswasin the
bankvault.

Subsequently, the police se-
izedthereceiptsforthejewelry
andthekeytothe bankvault.
Itwasrevealedthat Jagave-
erapandian had purchased

4

rycase

jewelryworthRs. 1.50crorein
the name of hisdaughter. The
initialinvestigationrevealed
that Jagaveerapandian had
engaged infraud by purchasing
jewelryin her name, despite
thefactthatshe wasacollege
student and had noincome.
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said thatthe

ywill launch amajor

protestiftheirdemands, including permanentwork and salary hike, are notmet

by November 3.

Karnataka DIG Arrested for Releasing Life
Convict Using Forged Supreme Court Order

BENGALURU: Somash-
ekhar,a DIGinthe Karnataka
PrisonDepartment, hasbeen
arrestedinconnectionwith the
releaseofalifecony-
ictbasedonaforged
copy ofaSupreme
Courtorder. Inve-
stigationsrevealed
that Somashekhar
was in arelations-
hip with therelea-
sed convict’s wife.
Shankar Arumugam (42), a
resident of Chickpet, Bengal-
uru, wasarrestedin2001ina
caseinvolvingkidnappingfor
ransomandextortion.

A fastértrack court tr-
ying the case sentenced
him to life imprisonment.
Subsequently, Shankar Aru-
mugam waslodgedin Benga-
luru CentralJail. Heappealed
againstthefastetrack court’s
verdictinboth the Karnataka
High Courtand the Supreme
Court; however, bothappeals
weredismissed. Nevertheless,a
forged copyofaSupreme Court
judgment—claiminghe had

J\;

beenacquittedin the casein
2018—was submittedtothe
prisonauthoritieson his behalf.
Actingonthis, Somashekhar,
+ whowasthepr-
isonsuperinten-
dentatthetime,
released Shankar
Arumugamfrom
custody on Nov-
ember13,2018.
In2022, asenior
official at Ben-
galuru Central]Jaillodged a
complaint with the Director
GeneralofPolice(DGP) ofthe
Karnataka Prison Department.

The complaint alleged
that Prison Superintendent
Somashekhar had released
thelife convict, Shankar Ar-
umugam, usingafabricated
Supreme Court judgment.
Thiscomplainthadremained
pendingwithoutinvestigation
forthepastfouryears. Alok Ku-
mat, who assumed officeasthe
new Director Generalof Prisons
(DGP)sixmonthsago, ordered
aninquiryintothematter. The
investigation revealed that

Srikanth, a Head Warder, had
assistedinfabricatingacopyof
aSupreme Courtjudgment. It
wasdiscoveredthat thisfraud
wascommittedwiththekno-
wledgeofSomasekar, thethen
Superintendent of theprison.
It was confirmed that
Shankar Arumugam had
beenreleased based on th-
is forged judgment copy.
Upon questioning Shankar
Arumugam’s wife regarding
theincident, she confessed to
payingabribe of320lakhto
secureher husbandsrelease.
Shealso alleged that So-
masekar, the prison Super-
intendent, had engagedina
sexualrelationship with her.
Followingthis, thepolicearr-
ested Somasekar—who held
therank of Deputy Inspector
General(DIG) of Prisons—on
the4thofthemonth. Basedon
theinformation provided by
him, thepolice arrested Sha-
nkar Arumugam and Head
Warder Srikanth. Intensive
interrogation of the accused
iscurrentlyunderway.
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Marking 25 Years in Public Office: PM Modi
Offers Prayers athayagar Temple

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Modiassumed officeasthe Chief
Minister of Gujaraton October 7,

2001.

Heservedinthatroleuntil May
2014, afterwhichhetook chargeas

‘;:.? % Prime Minister. With this,he has

4 completed 25 consecutiveyearsin
publicoffice. BJP membersare cel-
ebrating this milestone of PM Modi
W servingasahead of government for
25uninterruptedyears. Tomark the
occasion, Prime Minister Naren-
draModivisited the Sri Vinayagar
Templein Delhi’s Sarojini Nagar to
offer prayers. Sharing thisonsocial
media, PMModistated, “Toffered
prayersand performedapujaatthe
SriVinayagar Temple in New Delhi

- today. I prayedto Lord Vinayagar for
thehappiness, prosperity,and good
_ health of myfamily membersacross

Vinayagar—theremover of obsta-

cles—bringwell-beingtoall,and

maythe countrycontinueitsjourney
onthepathofprogress”

“Tamil Nadu’s law and order situationis

heading towards a very dangerous stage!

M.K. Stalm condemns

CHENNALI: “Tamil Na-
du’slawand ordersituation
ismoving towardsavery
dangerousstage. The time
whenthe ChiefMinister could
evaderesponsibility with ex-
cuseshaspassed. Immediate
actionmustbetaken,” urged
DMKleader M.K. Stalin.In
apostshared onhissocial
media page regarding this,
hestated: “Underthe TVK
regime, incidentsofhacking
withsickleshaveescalated to
alevelthatsurpasseseventhe
frequency of power outages.

Lawand order has co-
llapsed, and Tamil Nadu
is mired in a bloodbath.
Shockingnewsreports fr-
om the past24 hoursbear

witnesstoasituation where
criminalsliveboldly while
thegeneral publiclivesinfear.
In Mylapore, Chennai, a
19&year&old youthnamed
Sathyaseelan washacked to
death.In Tiruttani, a fath-
erwhohadlodgedapolice
complaintagainstaman for
harassinghis 17 &year&old
daughter wasbrutally mu-
rderedrightin front ofhis
home; thiskillingoccurred
becausethe policehadbeen
negligentand failed to take
actiondespitethe complaint.

InSalem, an elderly wo-
mannamed Janabai was st-
rangled todeathinbroad
daylightwhilealoneathome;
theKkillersstoleherjewelry.

InDindiguldistrict, Veerab-
athiranwashackedtodeath
byunidentifiedassailantsin
the presence ofhis wifejust
ashewasreturning fromsi-
gningthebailregisteratthe
Sanarpattipolice station.
Near Samayanallur in

Maduraidistrict,ayoung
‘: man was stripped naked
= and murdered while und-

ertheinfluence ofalcohol.
InSholavandan,neara TAS-
MAC outlet, Shyam Sunda-
rarajan washacked todeath
afterarrivingonamotorcycle.
An attempt was made to
hackstudentsrightat the
Ennore railway station.
Criminalincidentsarerampant
acrossalldirections—North,
South, West, and the capital.
TamilNaduisdrenchedin
blood, withnodistinction
betweenbroad daylightand
thedead ofnight. Peopleare
inastate of distress, feeling
unsafebothathomeandou-
tside. Arethepoliceactually
conductingpatrols?”
Won't they?
Willthe ‘Singapenn’ (Lion-

ess) commando force show
the same enthusiasm for
womenssafety thattheydis-
playin making Reelsvideos?
When will therebean end
to the lawlessness where
complainants are murde-
red despite havingreport-
ed the matter to the police?
Arecriminalsbeingmonitor-
edornot? Doesn'tthemurder
incidentin Dindigul district
exposethelackofsurveillance?
Daybyday, thelawand order
situationin Tamil Naduissp-
iralingtowardacriticaland
dangerousstage. The Chief
Minister,who oughttobefo-
cusedon protecting people’s
lives, isentirely preoccupied
withsavinghisownseatofpo-
wer. Innocentlivesarebeing
sacrificedasthepriceforthis.
The ChiefMinister,whoholds
the police portfolio, mustreal-
izethegravity of thesituation.

Thetimeforevadingres-
ponsibilitywith excuseshas
passed. Pleasestep outofthe
‘ShootingMode and takeac-
tualaction, ChiefMinister!”
stated DMK leader M.K. Stalin.

“J-Kshallalways remainintegral partofindia”

Rajya Sabha Dy Chairman Harivansh rebukes
Pakistan’s propagandaat 153rd IPU AssemblyinTanzania

TANZANIAA: ExercisingIndia’s
righttoreplyatthe 153rd Assembly of the
Interé~Parliamentary Union (IPU) in
Arusha, Tanzania, RajyaSabha Deputy
Chairman HarivanshexposedIslamabad’
persistent habit of peddlingbaseless prop-
agandaanddelivered aseverediplomatic
rebuketo Pakistan over itsunwarranted
referencesto Jammu and Kashmir.

Exposing Pakistan’s desperateattempts
to exploit multilateral platforms, Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh
stated, “Honourable Chairperson, we
deplorethe attempts by a delegation to
politicisethe forum andto bringin un-
warranted referencestoissues which do
notfallwithin the purview of this forum
ormeeting.” PuttingIslamabad firmly
initsplaceoveritsmalicious narratives,
hefurther stated, “Quite habitually, this
delegation attemptsto indulge in prop-
aganda and makes baseless allegations
against India. The Union territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh have
been, are, andshall always remainintegral
andinalienablepartsofIndia.”

Tearingdown Pakistan’s untenable
posturing, Harivanshadded, “No amo-
untofrhetoricandpropagandafromany
countrycanoverridethefact that access-
ionof Jammuand Kashmir to India was
completelylegalandirrevocable. Pakistan
hasnolocal sustainability tocommenton
Indiasinternalaffairs. Infact, itis Pakistan
whichisinillegalandforcible occupation

of Indiasterritories thatitsh- | } and
ouldvacate” '
Highlightingthestarkcon- §
trastbetweenprogressinIndia
andtheaggressor’shypocrisy,he |
concluded, “Peopleof Jammu ~==
andKashmirareprogressively |
movingforwardonthepathof d
developmentanddemocracy. -
Thiswasevidentinahighvo-
terturnoutinboththegeneralelections,
58.5%, thehighestinthelast 35 years, and
the Assemblyelections, 63%, heldin 2024.
Jammu and Kashmir witnessed arecord
surgein touristslast year.” Theresolute
pushback against crosseborder hypocrisy
follows India’s uncompromising stance
against terrorism, underscoredafterthe
April 22,2025, terror attackin Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir, where 26 people
were brutally killed by Pakistane~back-
edterroristswho targeted civilians after
askingabout their religion. Inresponse
tothetragedy, Indialaunched Operation
Sindoortotargetterrorinfrastructureand
trainingfacilities in Pakistan and Po]K,
punishingtheperpetratorsandplanners
of terrorism. When Pakistan escalated
hostilities, India poundedits airbases,
forcingittoseek aceasefire, while all th-
reeterroristsinvolvedin the Pahalgam
attack were subsequently eliminated by
the Army, CRPFE, and J&K Policeduring
‘Operation Mahadev'.
Harivansharrivedin Arushaon Sun-

daytoheadthehighelevel
parliamentary delegation
participatinginthe 153rd
IPU Assemblyandassoci-
atedsessions. Accordingto
the RajyaSabhaSecretariat,
theassembly bringstogether
IND globalparliamentarians
underthecoretheme “En-
hancinggoodgovernance
andempowering communities through
inclusivity, trustand opportunitiesforall”
The Indian delegation features Harivansh
alongside Lok Sabha MPs Anurag Thakur,
AparajitaSarangi, Sanjay Jaiswal, Kam-
aljeet Sehrawat, Lata Wankhede, Bijuli
Kalita Medhi, andN. K. Premachandran,
andRajyaSabha MP Sasmit Patra.

The Secretariat confirmedthat the
delegationwill participateinawidera-
nge of meetings, panel discussions and
workshops on issues of contemporary
globalrelevance, and articulate India’s
perspectivesonthese matters.

Emphasisingthesignificance of the
diplomatic mission, the Rajya Sabha Se-
cretariatstated, “Theparticipation ofthe
Indian Parliamentary Delegationreflects
India’s continued engagement with the
IPU and its commitment to parliame-
ntarydiplomacy, multilateral dialogue
and cooperationamongparliamentson
issues affectingglobal peace, developm-
ent, democracyandtheempowerment of
communities.”
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members at Seva Teerth, in New Delhi.

CM Vijay Inspects Perambur MLA Office;
Listens to Public Grievances

CHENNATI: ChiefMinister
Vijayconductedaninspection
atthe Madhavaram Milk
Dairyin Chennaitoday. He
held detailed discussions
with officialsregarding milk
procurementanddistribution.
Subsequently, heinaugurated
thenewly constructed auxiliary
buildingforthe

Aavin centrallabora-
tory,builtatacostof32.23
crore. Healsoinspected the
ongoing construction work
ofanewdairy unit within
the Madhavaram complex.
Followingthis, Chief Minister

Vijayvisited hisown con-
stituency, Perambur. He
metthepublicgatheredat
the MLA officeinperson,
listenedtotheirgrievances,
and received petitions
outliningtheirrequests.
Healsoissued various
certificatestocitizenswho
hadapplied throughthe
e-Sevai (e-service)facility.
The ChiefMinister further
reviewed constituen-
cydevelopment works, the
grievanceredressal process,
andthe performanceofthe
dedicated mobileapplication.

E‘;‘

Hedirected officialstotake
immediateactiontoresolvethe
issuesraised inthe petitions
submitted by the peopleof areasandreviewed monsoon

the Perambur constituency.

PMinagroup photograph with Global System for Moblle Commun|cat|onsASSOC|at|on (GSMA)Board

Additionally, heinquiredabout
measurestoaddress rainwater
stagnationinNorth Chennai

preparednessactivities.

Oppositionto Karaikal Fishing Harbour Expansion
Over300 People Stage Road Blockade

KARAIKAL Residents

of Karukkalacherivillage
staged aroad blockade pro-
testtoday (Oct. 7) to oppose
the expansion project of the
Karaikal fishing harbour.
A fishing harbour was con-
structed ata cost of T47.74
croreat the confluence of the
Arasalarand Mullaiyarrivers
in Karaikalin 2012 and has
beeninusesince. Thevillage
of Karukkalacheriislocated
alongthe coast near the har-
bour. Meanwhile, the Central
Governmenthasapproveda
projectworth¥130.17 croreto

expandthefacilityintoa “smart
andintegrated” fishingharbour.
Consequently, theresidents
ofKarukkalacheribegan op-
posing the expansion plan,
fearingthat the harbour would
extendup to theirvillage. They
expressed concernsthat thetr-
ansportoffoulérsmelling fish
(knownlocally as ‘Kasar, used
foranimalfeed) and harbour
wasteinto their residential area
wouldmakeitimpossibletoli-
veinahygienicenvironment.
Furthermore, the villagers
have consistently urged that
theexpansion be carried out

atalocation morethan 150
metersto the north to avoid
affectingKarukkalacherivi-
llage, stagingvarious protests
andregisteringtheir opposition
atmultiplelevels. Despite pub-

| licopposition, Prime Minister

Modilaidthe foundationstone
fortheexpansion projectvia
video conference from New
Delhion October 11 lastyear.
Subsequently, thevillagersfiled
acasewiththe Green Tribunal
in Chennai, demandingthat
permission for the project be
denied. Although that petition
wasdismissed, preparatory work
tocommence operationsat the
harbour sitewasundertaken.
Outragedbythis, villagersstaged
aroadblockadeinthe Amma-
Isathiram area ofKaraikalon
the Nagaié~Chidambaram
National Highway to protest
against theexpansion activities.
Regardingtheir demands, the
protestersstated: “Ifthe port

isexpanded accordingto the
current plan, theunloading of
‘Kasar'—foulérsmelling fish
used for animal feed—and
theaccumulation of port wa-
stewill causevariousadverse
effects. Wewill be unable to
livein a hygienic environm-
ent, and our livelihoods will
bejeopardized. We are not
opposedtothe development
projectitself, wesimply insist
that it beimplemented at a
distance of atleast 150 meters
away. Ifthisisnot done, weare
preparedtogotoanylengths
toprotest. We will not allow
thisunder any circumstances.”
Afterraisingslogans against
the Central Government, the
Puducherry Government, and
thedistrictadministration for
overhalfan hour, morethan
300people—includingwomen,
villagers, social activists, and
politicalparty members—were
arrested by the Niravipolice.

Drone Attack on Oil Tanker with 23 Indian
CrewMembersintheBlack Sea

RUSSIA: A Liberia&-
flagged oiltanker, sailing
neartheSochicoastinthe
Russian sector of the Black
Sea,wasreportedlystruck
byaUkrainiandrone. The
attack caused amassivefire
onboardthevessel,named
‘AframaxRio, which was
mannedby23Indian crew
members.

The Russian Foreign Minis-

trystated thatfollowingthe
attack,everyoneonboard
wassafelyrescued,and the-
rewereno casualties.
Russian officials provi-
dedthefollowingdetails:
Afterthedronestrike, the
crudeoilonboard caught
fire. Dueto theintensity of
theblaze, firefighters were
unabletoapproach theve-
ssel. Fromthe Sochicoast,

massive flames
andthickblack
smokecouldbe
seenbillowing
fromtheship.
Asaprecau-
tionarymeasu-
re, restrictions
wereimposedon
publicaccesstonearbybe-
aches. Amidtheescalating
Russia&Ukraine war, the

risingnumber ofattackson
commercial vesselsin the
Black Seahascaused serio-
usinternational concern.

By-elections Conclude: Over 85% Voter Turnout in
Maduranthakamand Over 80%in Dharapuram

CHENNAL: Polling for
the Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram constituencies
inTamil Naduhasconcluded.
TheElection Commission
reportedavoter turnout of
85.90% in Maduranthakam
and 80.31%in Dharapuram.
Voting for the by&elections
beganat7:00 AMtodayand
continued until6:00 PM. The
votes castwillbe countedon
the 9th, and the results will
be announced thereafter.
Inthe Maduranthakam constit-
uency, 27 candidates contested,
including Maragatham Kum-

aravel (TVK), Paranthaman
(DMK), Kanitha Sampath
(ATADMK), Suganthi (CP-
1&M), Janakiraman (NTK),
and severalindependents.
Similarly, 22 candidates co-
ntestedin the Dharapuram
constituency, including Sa-
thyabhama (TVK), Suganya
(DMK), Banumathi (AIAD-
MK), Lakshmanan (CPI),and
Karthika (NTK). Meanwhile,
Chief Minister Rangasamy,
whohadwoninboththe Ma-
ngalamand Thattanchavadi
constituencies during the
recentPuducherry Assembly

elections, resigned fromthe
Thattanchavadiseat. Conseq-
uently,aby&electionwasheld
forthis constituency today;
pollinghasconcluded witha
turnoutof80.81% recorded
in Thattanchavadi. A total
of 11 candidates contested
in this constituency—six
representingpolitical parties
andfiverunningasindepend-
ents.Keycontendersinclude
N.R. Congress candidate
Ashok Anand, Congressca-
ndidate Vinayagam, DMK
candidate Sethu Selvam,and
CPIcandidate A.M. Salim.

Amongthe31 pollingstatio-
ns, theboothsat Koundam-
palayam Muthu Rathinam
Arangam Higher Secondary
Schoolandthe VinobaNagar
Poyyakkulam Community
Hallwereidentified assensit-
ive; consequently,additional
security measuresweredep-
loyed there.In West Bengal,
voterturnoutstoodat79.85%
inthe Rejinagar Assembly
constituencyand 80.67%in
theNandigram constituency.
In Assam, the Nagaon Lok
Sabhaconstituencyrecorded
avoter turnoutof76.16%.
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