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WhoWill Emerge Victorious in the Maduranthakam,
Dharapuram ByeIections?-Po\itica\ Parties on Tenterhooks

CHENNATI:Withthevote
counting for the Maduran-
thakam and Dharapuram
by&elections scheduled for
tomorrow (Oct.9), thereis
greatanticipationregarding
whowillemerge victorious.
By&electionswereheld the
daybeforeyesterday (Oct.6)
for two of the seven vacant
Assembly constituenciesin
TamilNadu: Maduranthakam
(Reserved) in Chengalpattu
districtand Dharapuram (Re-
served) in Tiruppur district.
Astheseby&electionsare
taking placejustfour months
afterthenew TVK govern-
mentassumed office, they
areviewed asalitmus test
forthe newadministration.
The TVKhad formeda coaliti-
ongovernmentafter failingto
securethe 118seatsrequired
forasimple majority onits
own. Although the Congress,
thetwo Communist parties,
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Vote Cou ntlng

the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi(VCK),and theInd-
ian Union Muslim League

(IUML) have extended their , 4
f

supporttothe TVK, thetwo
Communist parties have
continued to create friction.
Consequently,avictoryin .-

the Maduranthakamand -

Dharapuramby&elections
isconsidered crucial forthe
TVKgovernment.
Conversely, ifopposi-
tion partieslikethe DMK
or AIADMK were towin
these seats, it would be
seenasasetback for the
TVK government and
could evenrisk destabi-
lizing the administration.
Itisamidst this critical situati-
onthat Chief Minister Joseph
Vijay, DMKleader M.K. Stalin,
and ATADMK... General Sec-
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retary Edappadi Palaniswami
and Leader ofthe Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalinengaged
inintensive campaigning
inthe Maduranthakamand
Dharapuram constituencies.

Although therulingparty
candidatesinitiallyappeared
tohavetheupperhand, that
advantage seemed to wane
astheelection drew closer.
With the outcome hanging

To

inthebalance, pollingbeg-
anat7:00 AM thedaybefore
yesterday.
Amidstafive&cornered
contest, the candidatesinthe
frayfor the Maduranthakam

atham Kumaravel (TVK),

: | Paranthaman (DMK),
% KanithaSampath (AIAD-

1! MK), Suganthi (CPI&M),
y andJanakiraman (NTK).
N Similarly, the candidates

"% contestinginthe Dhara-

puram constituencywere
Sathyabama (TVK), Sug-
anya (DMK), Banumathi

_ (ATIADMK), Lakshmanan

(CPI),and Karthika (NTK).
Atotalof213,788 voters
were eligible to cast their
ballotsin the Madura-
nthakam constituency;
thiselectorate comprised
104,926 men, 108,797
women,and 65 transgender
individuals. Likewise,atotal
0f223,306 voters were eligible
inthe Dharapuram constit-
uency, consistingof 107,285

Morrow

p | constituency were Marag-

men, 116,013 women, and
8 transgender individuals.
Duringthe generalassem-
blyelectionsheldlast April,
voter turnoutwas 93.22%in
the Maduranthakam cons-
tituencyand 89.89% in the
Dharapuram constituency.
However, in the by&electi-
on, theturnoutdroppedto
85.99% in Maduranthakam
and80.31%in Dharapuram—a
declineof7.23% and 9.58%
respectively. Thisdropinvoter
turnouthascaused concern
among political partylead-
ers.Itisreported thatyoung
peopleand students showed
littleinterestin voting thisti-
me; many students studying
in Chennaireportedlydid
nottravel backto their ho-
metowns to cast their votes.
Theenthusiastic participation

ofyouthinthegeneralassem-
blyelectionshad previously
securedavictoryfor TVK.
However, with the de-
clinein turnoutduring the
by&election, TVK member-
s—including Chief Minister
Vijay—are apprehensive.
Regardless, vote counting
isscheduledtobegin tom-
orrow (October9) at 8:00
AM. Postal votes will be co-
untedfirst,and early trends
willemerge from thatstage.
Afiercecontestisexpected
between TVKand AIADMK in
both the Maduranthakamand
Dharapuram constituencies.
Sincethe candidates who pre-
viouslywon onthe ATADMK
ticketarenow contesting for
TVK, the outcome remains
highlyuncertain—akintoa
catsittingonawall. Itisalso
predicted thatthe margin of
victorywillbeverynarrow,
whoeverwins.

PMattheinauguration ofthe10th edition of the India Mobile Congress (IMC) at Yashobhoomi,in New Delhi.

Uttarakhand Chlemelster Pushkar Smgh Dhami offered prayers atthe KashiVishwanath Templein
Uttarkashi, seekingalonglife and continued success for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Delhi: Additional 26,000 Central Armed Police

Force personnel deploye forsecurity duty

NE DLHI: Theissue )

regardingthespecialinten-
siverevisionofelectoral rolls
iscausingsignificantripples
acrossthe country. The INDIA
alliancepartieshavelaunched
aseriesof protestsdemanding
theresignation of ChiefEle-
ction Commissioner Gyan-
esh Kumar over this matter.
Aspartofthis, opposition
MPs—includingLeader ofthe
Oppositioninthe Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhiand Priyanka
Gandhi—werearrested during
amarchtowardstheElection
Commission office the day
beforeyesterday.

Afteranine&hour pr-
otest, those arrested were
released around 10 PM.
Amidstthis, reportsindicate
thatanadditional 26,000 Cent-
ral Armed Police Force (CAPF)
personnelhavebeen deployed
forsecurity dutiesin Delhi.
With protestsdemanding the
resignation of ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
marintensifying,andinant-
icipation ofamassive protest
called by the ‘Karappanpoochi
JanataParty’ (CJP) fortheday
after tomorrow (Saturday),
reportsstate thatapproxim-
ately11,000additional CAPF

X' 1§ personnelare
| beingdeplo-
* yedintheca-
pitaloverthe

omingdays.
" Withthisad-
 ditional dep-
loyment the
{ total number
 of central fo-
| rcepersonn-
@ clin Delhiis
| expected to
risetoarou-

nd 26,000.

This marks one of
the largest deploymen-
tsinthe city since the 2020
North&East Delhi riots.
Earlier,on Wednesday, the Un-
ion Ministry of Home Affairs
approved the deployment of
110 CAPF companiesin Delhi
from October 8 to 12. Each
Central Armed Police Force
(CAPF) companyhasasan-
ctionedstrength of120-130
personnel, with typically
around 75-80 deployed for
dutyatanygiventime. These
additional forces willjoin the

15,000 CAPF personnel—co- §

mprising 111 companies—a-
Ireadystationedinthe capital.
Ofthenewlydeployed 111
companies, thelargest conti-
ngentcomesfrom the Central
ReservePolice Force (CRPF)
with 85 companies; theothers
includeseven companies fr-
omtheIndo&Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), 10 companies
fromthe SashastraSeemaBal
(SSB),and one company from
the CentralIndustrial Security
Force (CISF).

Their deploymentbe-
gins today (Thursday).
Officialsstated thattheseforces
wouldbolsterthe Delhi Police,
whichhasastrength ofapp-
roximately 5,000 personnel.
Theyalsoindicated thatthe
DelhiPoliceislikelytoincre-
aseitsownsecurity personnel
strength toaround 15,000.
Thissecurityreinforcementis
significant,comingatatime
when opposition partiesand
civilsocietyorganizationshave
intensified their protestsdem-
anding Kumar’sresignation.

Indiatakes pride in Air Force
personnel: PM Modi

Fire Accidentat Petrol Bunkon
Karnataka Border: Employee

CriticallyInjured

HOSUR: A personsust-
ainedsevereinjuriesinafire
accidentatapetrolbunkin
Attibele,located on the Ka-
rnatakaborder near Hosur.
Latelastnight,acararrived
atthepetrolbunkin Attibele
torefuel. Whileanemployee
was dispensing petrolinto

thevehicle, the fuel nozzle
unexpectedly caughtfire. The
flamesspread rapidlyacross
thearea. Muthukumar (32),
theemployee whowasdispe-
nsingthefuel, sustainedburn
injuriesasthefireengulfed him.
Bystanders immediately
rescued himand senthim

tothe Hosur
Governme-
nt Hospital for treatment.
Heis currentlyreceiving
intensive careatthehospital.
Uponreceivinginformation
abouttheincident, the Karna-
takaFireand Rescue Services
arrivedand broughtthefire

NEW DELHI:Prime
= er Modi has stated that India tak-
es pride in its Air Force personnel.
Air Force Dayis celebrated annually on
i October 8thtohonor the dedication of
thesepersonnel. Air Force personnelare
engagedinbothnational defenseandrescue
operations during natural disasters.Ina
message released today (Thursday) tomark
AirForce Day, Prime Minister Modi said:
“Indiais proud ofits Air Force perso-
nnel; on Air Force Day, we salute the
courage and dedication they dem-
onstrate in safeguarding our skies.”
Thisis what Prime Minister Modi stated
inhismessage.

Minist-

under controlafteraprolonged
effort. The carthathad come
forrefuelingwas completely
guttedinthefire. The Attibele
policehaveregisteredacase
regardingtheincidentand
areinvestigating the cause
ofthefire.
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PM Modi to visit Chennaion October 11

Long-awaited events willcome home.
Egoissueswillberesolvedandabond willbe
established between the spouses. Brothers will
cooperate. New customers will cometo the
business.

|-'k '\ i )

Youwillgetachancetomeetcelebrities.
Youwill findafavorable positionin govern-
mentaffairs. Youwill getrid of thebitterness of
your relationship with your maternalrelatives.
Youwill decorate your house. You will main-
tainpeaceintheoffice.

) Allnewendeavorswillbesuccessful. Think
- =2 aboutyour childrenshighereducation. Youwill
I\ benefitfrom peoplewho speak other
languages. Youwillexpand your vocabulary.
Itisbettertostayin theofficeand doyour work.

Long-termefforts willbear fruit now. You
will fulfillyour children’s wishes. Youwill start
savingbyreducingyour personal expenses. You
willlearn newstrategiesinbusinessand gain
success. Youmay gainrespectandadmirationin
theoffice.

Itisgoodtogiveabreakin the familyasthe
Moon continuesto movein thezodiac. Children
‘maygetdiarrheaand stomachache. Actcalmly
intheoffice. Donotmakesudden decisions
inbusiness. Donothold grudgesagainst your
partners.

Relativesand old friends will come to
visityouand talk to you. Youwill getbenefits
from the government. Youwill get successin
acase. People of other religions will help you.
Youwill destroy the competitioninbusiness.
Youwillaccept theadvice of new partners.
Udthiya Yoga willbe successful.

Travel willbearranged as per the plan. Youwill
fulfill the wishes of familymembers. Children
willbehave responsibly. Friendsand relatives
will visityou. Business willheatup.

Theresentment towards your mother will
beresolved. With the help of government offi-
cials, youwillresolve someissues. You will get

anewjob. Goodswillbesoldin the market. The
documentyouwerelooking for willappearin
the office. Your superiors will appreciate it.

)

Youshouldnottalkaboutoldissuesamong
family members. Donotindulgeinspiritual
activities. Youwill make effortsto expand your
businessonalargescale. Partners willsupport
you. Youshouldnotcriticizeanyonein the office.

Siblings willbe supportive. Buyingand
sellingahouse or plot will be profitable. You will
meet celebrities. Avoid argumentsat the office.

Youwillhave to travel for business purposes.

Youwilltake bold steps. Yourincome will
besatisfactory. Some people will seek your
help. Youwillbenefitfrom foreign trips. You
willmakesome profitinbusiness. Youwillbe
recommended foranewpositionin theoffice.

Youwillimpress some people with your
truthful words. Relativesand friends will give you
greatimportance. Youwillgetavictoryinacase.
Youwill pay offanoldloan. Don’t getinvolvedin
theaffairsofthenextpersonintheoffice.

Documentsincluding
subdivisionsto beregistered
paperlessfromNov.2

CHENNALI Chief M1n1sterV1] ay inaugurated the
processofregistering the firstland title deedsand the
firstresidential title deedsin Tamil Nadu through direct
non&visitingdocumentregistration on August 17.

Followingthis, the absentee registration system
was made mandatory for the submission of title deeds
(MOD), registration of receipt documentsand regist-
ration ofloans from banksand non&banking financial
institutions.

Followingthis,asannounced by Registration Mini-
ster Lokesh Tamilselvan, four types of family arrangem-
entdocuments, namely arrangement, release, partition,
and withdrawal ofarrangement, will be registered in the
paperlessregistration system. A governmentorder has
beenissued for this.

Through this, after uploading the documents onli-
ne, thedocumentholdersonly needtovisittherelevant
Sub&Registrar’s office in person and register their ph-
otographandfingerprints. Thedocumentwillthenbe
registeredand sentonline, ithasbeen said.
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BJPto organize ‘roadshow’ at 2 places

CHENNATI: Prime Minis-
ter Modi, whowillbevisiting
Chennaion October 11 for
aday&longvisit, willinau-
guratethe metrorailservice
between Poonthamallyand
Vadapalaniand will partic-
ipateinvarious programs.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwillarrivein Chennai
onQOctober 11.Hewillina-
uguratethe 14.64kmlong
metrorail servicebetween
Poonthamallyand Vadap-
alani, whichisapartofthe
Chennai Metro Rail Phase
2 project. After theeventat
Poonthamally Metro Station,
Prime Minister Modiand
Chief Minister Vijay will
travel togetherin the metro
train from Poonthamallyto
Porur. Thiswill be the first
governmenteventthat Vijay
will participate in together
withthe Prime Minister after
taking charge as the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu.

Following this, he will tr-
avel by car from Porur Metro
Station to the IIT Chennai
campus. There, he will visit

thenewlyestablished Brain
Research Centre.

He will also meetand
interact with the founders
ofmorethan 10leadingstar-
t&up companies operatingat
IIT.Hewillalsointeract with
differently&abled children.
Later, the Prime Minister will
inaugurate the ‘Musician
Ilayaraja Music Learning
and Research Centre’ Atthe
government function held
there,hededicated various
National Highway projects
to the nation and laid the
foundation stone for new
projects. Healsoinaugurated
3 National Highway projects
andIndian Oil Corporation
projects. Under the Amrit

Bharat’ project, the South-
ern Railway hasimproved
Palani, Paramakudi, Nam-
akkal, Ambasamudhiram,
Vellore Cantonment railway
stations, 3 railway flyovers
in Coimbatoreanda23km
stretch between Karaikkal
and Peralam. Prime Minister
Modiwillalsoinaugurate
projectsworth Rs.700crore,
includinganewrailwayline.
After concluding the IIT
events, the Prime Minister
will participatein the golden
jubilee celebrations of Jaigopal
GarodiaHindu Vidyalayaat
theNandambakkam Business
Park.Init,hewillinaugurate
the Artificial Intelligence La-
boratorysetupintheschool
viavideo conferencing. The
Prime Minister wasaccom-
panied by GovernorR.V.R.
Lekhar, Union Minister of
State for Central AffairsL.
Murugan and Tamil Nadu
Public Education Minister
Rajmohan Allidor.
Aspartofthe Prime Min-
ister’sprogramme, heissaid
tohave offered darshan at

the Jalakandeswarar temple
atIIT. After concluding the
programmesin Chennai,he
willflyto Vellorebyhelicopter
intheevening, wherehe will
lay the foundation stone for
various projects, including
new infrastructure projects
andthe Velloreairport. On
the 5th, top police officials,
headed by ChiefSecretary
Sai Kumar, held ameeting
todiscuss securityarrang-
ementsahead ofthe Prime
Minister’s visit.

Prime Minister Modiwill
takeouta ‘road show’ fromthe
airporttothe Parangimalai
military stadium on his way
to Porur by car. BJP officials
and workers from three dist-
ricts & ChengalpattuNorth,
Chennai Eastand Kanchi &
gave the Prime Ministera
warmwelcome.

Similarly, after conclu-
dingthePorurevent, Prime
Minister Modiwillbe going
ona ‘road show’ fromnear
the Saidapet Courthouseto
AnnaUniversityon hisway
toIIT Chennaiby car.

Elderly man dies after water truck hits
bike- People protestbycapturmgtrucks

MEDAVAKKAM POLICE STA

TAMBARAM CITY POLICE,

PALLIKARAN! POLICE D\S

SELAIYUR RANGE, CHEMHA! - 129

MEDAVAKKAM:
Karuppaiah (75),aresident
of S. Kolathurareanear Ko-
vilambakkam, wasriding
hisbike ontheS. Kolathur
mainroadontheevening
beforeyesterday.

Whileapproaching
the Anganwadi, he was
hitbyan oncomingwater
truckand felldown. Atthat
moment, thewheel of the
water truckran over him
andhedied onthespot.

Theyouthofthearea, who
wereshocked by theinci-
dent, gatherednearthesS.
Kolathur Lake. Theyfought
andseized thewater trucks
thatwere goingtosell water
fromabandonedagricultu-
ralwells.

Theystressed, “There
isariskofgroundwater
depletioninthisareadue
totheillegal extraction of
groundwateranditstrans-
portation by water trucks.
Trucksaremovingathigh

speedsinresidential areas,
whichiscausingaseriesof
accidents.

Therefore, themovem-
entofwater trucksin this
areashouldbebanned”

The Medavakkam
policeassured that “time
restrictionswillbeimposed
onwater trucksand strict
actionwillbetakenaga-
instthosedrivingathigh
speed.” Followingthis, the
youthsreleased the captur-
edtrucks.

Nobel Prize awarded to French, Japanese scientists
forsolvmgcentuw old chemistry puzzle

STOCKHOLM: The Nobel
Prizein Chemistryhasbeen
awarded totwoscientists from
FranceandJapanforsolvinga
century&old chemical puzzle.

The Nobel Prizeisawa-
rded annually to those who
have made contributionsto
medicine, physics, chemistry,
literature, economics, and
world peace. The names of
theNobel Prize winners for
2026 arebeingannounced.
The Nobel Prizes for medi-
cineand physicshavebeen
announced. Followingthat,
the Nobel Prize for chemistry
wasannounced yesterday.

TheNobel Prizein Phys-
icshasbeenawarded totwo
scientists, HenriB. Kagan of
Franceand Kenzo Choi of
Japan, for their discoveries
ofnonlinear effectsand se-
If&catalysis.

“Thisyear’s prizeisforbasic
chemistry;” said Heiner Linge,
chairman oftheNobel Com-

mittee for Chemlstry ‘Some
elements,suchasaminoaci-
ds, existin two formsthatare
mirrorimagesofeachother.
However, biological elements
onlyhaveoneofthese mirror
images” Howsuch chemical
asymmetries can occur has
longpuzzled chemists. The
2026 Nobel Prizein Chem-
istryisawardedto HenryB.
Kagan and Kenzo Choi for
theirdiscoveryofasolution
tothiscentury&old puzzle”

Heiner Linge commented
onthescientists’ observation:
“Likeourleftand righthands,

some elements existin two
formsthataremirrorimages
of each other. Although the
sameatomsarecombinedin
the sameway, their properties
aredifferent. Thisdifferenceis
ofgreatimportanceinbiology”

Aminoacids, thebuilding
blocksofproteins,areagood
example. Theycanexistintwo
opposingforms. Butorgan-
ismsuseonlyoneofthemto
makeproteins. Thisraises the
fundamental question ofhow
life chooses one structural
formoveranother. For many
years, chemists struggled to

answer this question. When
theytried to form elements
thatcould existintwo mirror
images, chemical reactions
generally producedboth for-
msinroughlyequalamounts.
HenryB.Kaganmadeamajor
breakthroughin1986.

Hisresearch showed that
chemicalreactionsdonotal-
wayshavetooccurinaperfect
equilibrium. Then,in 1995,
Kenzo Choireportedache-
micalreactionthatincreased
thebiasofasingle element.
Thereactioninvolved sel-
f&catalysis.

In2003,Kenzo Choide-
monstrated areaction that
could produce only one of
thetwo possiblemirrorimage
forms. Thiswasamilestone
achievement, becausenoother
scientists,apartfrombiolog-
ical systems, had previously
beenableto spontaneously
achievesuchahighdegreeof
chemicalorientation, hesaid.

New wave of terrorism: Israell

ambassadorwarns

NEW DELHI: TheIsraeli
ambassadorhaswarnedIndia
thatanewwave of terrorism
isspreading.

Reuven Azar,whoserves
asIsrael'sambassadortoIndia,
recentlysaidinaninterview
withanewspaper:

Recently, there wasan
attempttohijackandcrasha
FlyDubaiflight from Dubai
to Tel Aviv, Israel. Butfortun-

ately, itwasfoiled. Theattack
was foiled due to the heroic
actionsof Indian pilot Smith
Macharandthebraveryofthe
passengers. Smith Macharis
commendable.
Recently,awaveof Islamic
extremistattackshasbeen
spreadingacross the world
inaseriousmanner. The ex-
tremists are faster than us.
Wemustbecomefasterthan

them. Wemustactwi-
thperseveranceand
thwarttheirattacks.
Thereiscertainlya
possibilityofthenext
waveof extremism.

Hamashasinspi-
red extremistgroups
intheIndianregion.
Wemustremain vig-
ilanttopreventsuch
attacksfromhappeningag-

ain, Ambassador Rouhan
Azharsaid.

s
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Amazonlays off
1,000 employees

Amazon has 1aid off 1,000 employe-
es globally, amo ve that has affected
many Indians.Amid the ongoingwave of
job cuts in the global IT sector, e&-
commerce giant Amazon has initiated
another round of Tayoffs. Indian empl-
oyees are among those affected by this
move to reduce the workforce by 1,000.
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy explained that
this actionis partof abroader planto
cut costs and streamline the company’s
organizational structure. Employees
working in customer care, marketing,
and engineering departments across var-
ious countries—including India and the
UK-have received Tayoff notices. Many
are taking to social media to express
their distress. Confirming the Tayof-
fs, an Amazon spokesperson stated: “We
have made certain changes to provide
faster service to customers and focus on
priority areas. Consequently, we have
taken the difficult decisionto Tet go
of asmall number of employees.” Rega-
rding the Tayoffs, Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos remarked: “During the COVID&19
pandemic, therewas a surge in demand
as everyone shopped from home, lTeading
to an intenseworkload. We hired more
employees than necessary at that time,
and that is the reason for the current

\Changes.” Y,

Rahul Gandhi’s
arrest condemned

-t A /

CHENNAI: The TDPleadershipissued astatement
lastnight: “The Tamil Nadu Progressive Party opposed the
SIR processevenbefore comingto power. The Tamil Nadu
Progressive Partymaintains the same stance even now.

TheSIRiscloselymonitoring thearrest of opposition
leadersand members of parliament, including Rahul Ga-
ndhi, whowere protestingin New Delhi, inline with the
SIRprocedures. Itsaid.

UP: 4 students die of
suffocation in water tank

LUCKNOW:Four students—Manu Kattare (20) from
MadhyaPradesh, Devansh Sharma (17) from Vidisha,
Aryan Pandey (17) from Kaushambi, and Vishu Sharma
(18) from Meerut—entered awater tank to cleanitataSa-
nskrit*Gurukul* in Vrindavan, Mathura (Uttar Pradesh).
Whiledoingso, theyinhaled toxic gas presentinthetank,
causingthemto suffocateandlose consciousness. All four
died whilebeingtaken tothe hospital.

‘APlus’rowdy Ennoor
Dhanasekaran’s bail cancelled

PONMERI: Ennur Dhanasekaran, a prominentrowdy
who wasreleased from prison onbail, hashad hisbail ca-
ncelled after herepeatedly engaged in criminalactivities.

Ennur Thanasekaranalias
Dhanasekaran, whobelongs
tothe Ennur division, isan
‘A&Plus’ criminal with the
Ennur policestation. He has
9murdercases, 11 attemptto
murder cases, 5kidnapping
cases, kidnapping, extortion
). andatotalof80criminalcases
' pendingagainsthim, includ-
~~ ingrobbery.

Inthissituation, Dhanasekaran called Sundaralingam,
aresidentof Tirunelvelidistrict, who wasselling old iron
productsinthe Vazhudhikameduareanear Meencur,and
threatened him with monthly payments. Itisalsoalleged
that Dhanasekaran’saccomplice stole Rs. 5,000 from Sun-
daralingam’s pocket.

Based onthe complaint, the Minsur policeregistereda
caseandarrested Dhanasekaranand senthimtojail. Inthis
case, Dhanasekaran was granted bailby the PonneriJM1
Judicial Magistrate on July 11lastyear. Following this, Dha-
nasekaran, who came outofjail,alongwith hisaccomplices,
allegedly threatened and assaulted the officer ofa private
company undertaking the North Chennai Thermal Power
Plantworklast April,demandingRs. 10lakhs.

TheKattur policeregistered a casein thisregardand
arrested Dhanasekaranandhisassociates. Dhanasekaran,
whowasreleased on conditional bail, continued to enga-
geincriminalactivities, so the PonneriJM1 Magistrate
cancelled hisbail the daybefore yesterday. Following this,
Dhanasekaran wasagainlodgedin Ennorejail.
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Encroachmentoftemple property
Minister Rameshinstructs officials

tofileapolicereportandFIR

CHENNAT: A consultative
meetingregardingtheprojects
ofthe HinduReligious Endow-
mentsDepartment, legislative
assemblyannouncements,
temple renovations, etc. was
heldattheoffice ofthe Com-
missioner of Hindu Religious
Endowments Departmentin
Nungambakkam, Chennai,
under the chairmanship of
Minister Ramesh.

Inthismeeting, he said:
Honest, transparent and
accountable governance

shouldbeensuredinall te-
mples. Encroachment, illegal
name change orattemptsto
claimrightstotemplelands
and propertiesshouldnotbe
allowed.Ifsuchincidentsare
detected,immediateaction
shouldbe taken,acompla-
intshould be filed with the
policeandan FIR shouldbe
registered.
Whenmajorchangesare
madeintherulesincluding
permission tovisittemples,
theheadquartersshouldbe

informed. Tamil should be
given moreimportancein
importanteventsincluding
Kumbabhishekam. Novid-
eoor photographyshould
beallowed in the temple.
Allofficials should visit the
temples every morningand
eveningandinspect them.
Hesaid this.

Earlier,the Ministerissued
compassionateappointment
orderstotheheirsof5temple
employees who died while
onduty.

Lionand deer roamingareas in Vandalur
Park to be closed for20days from Oct. 14

VANDALUR: Thepark _

managementhasannounced
thatthelionand deerencl- |

osuresatthe Arignar Anna -

Biological Parkin Vandalur =

willbe closed to visitors for L@»/

20 daysfrom October 14th &3
duetourgentrepairsand
maintenance work.
Thenoticeissuedinth-
isregard: Keepingin mind
thesafety ofvisitorsand the
welfareoftheanimalsinthe
park, necessaryrepairsand
maintenance work will be
carried outinthelionand
deerviewingareas. Visitors
willnotbeallowed to enter
theseareasfor20 daysfrom
thedate of commencement

e

ofthework, whichisOctober
14.Thedate ofre&opening of
theseareasafterthe complet-
ionofthe maintenance work
willbenotifiedlater.
Therefore, the publicvi-
siting the parkisrequested
tofollow theinstructions of
themanagementandaskfor
their cooperation. Duringthe

f
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maintenance work, visitors
shoulduseonlytheareasthat
areopen.

Visitors willbeallowed
tovisittheseareasonlyafter
theannouncement of the
parkmanagement. Theref-
ore,peoplearerequested to
becarefuland payattention
toavoidanyinconvenience.

220 Fees at Madurai
Gandhi Museum

MADURAI: Thehi-
storic GandhiMemorial

Museumin Maduraihad gise
longbeenaplacethatthe [~

publicandtourists could

visitfree of charge. With M

thenobleaim ofensuring
everyonecouldlearnabo-
utMahatma Gandhi’slife
storyandlegacy,noentrance
feehadeverbeenchargedhere.
Recently, the museum was
reopenedtothepublicafter
undergoingrenovationfunded
bythegovernmentatacostof
approximately310.25crore.

However, withinjustafew
daysofitsreopening,compla-
intshavearisenregardingthe
collection ofa320entrance
feefromvisitors. Writersand
socialactivistsare expressing
strongoppositiontothismove.
The museum’s primary obj-
ectiveistoallowlocalresid-
ents,aswellasdomesticand

1nternat10naltour1sts toview
thehistoricaltraces of the Fa-
ther ofthe Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, withouthindrance.
However, the current320fee
hassignificantlyaffected the
poorand theunderprivileged.
People from marginalized
sectionswhowish tovisitthe
museum with their families
oftenfind themselvesunable
toafford thefee;consequently,
theyareforcedtoturnbackin
disappointmentrightatthe
entrance.

Commenting on this,
socialactivists—including
poetR.Ravi—haveurged the

governmenttointervene
immediatelyandrestore
freeaccess, stating, “It
isunacceptableto sud-

-_.‘_ %% %% denlyimposeafeeona

— historicmemorial that
" hasbeen freetovisit for
generations. Thisaction
deprivesthepoorand
underprivileged ofaccessto
historicalknowledge. Ther-
efore, the government must
stepinandorderareturntothe
previouspolicyof completely
freeadmission” Meanwhile,
althoughtheadministration
maintainsthatthisisnotan
entrancefeebutmerelyan op-
tional charge forthe Gandhi
historical guidehandbook,a
demandisgainingmomentum
inMaduraitostop the colle-
ction offeesfrom ordinary
peopleattheentranceandto
reopenthe museumentirely
freeofcharge.

CHENNAT: Across Tamil
Nadu, the prices of cooking
oil, lentils, rice, and every-
dayvegetables aresoaring
day by day. For the past few
months, grocery pricesin the
markets have been risingun-
checked. Specifically, the prices
of cookingstapleslike *toor dal*
(splitpigeon peas), *urad dal*
(blackgram), and *moongdal*
(greengram)haveincreased
by320to340perkilogram.
Similarly, theprice perliter of
cooking oil hasrisen signifi-
cantly. Theprices of vegetables
used daily by the poor—such
astomatoes, onions, garlic,
ginger, and green chilies—
arealso shooting up rapidly
ratherthan remainingstable.
With the open-market price of
quality Ponniriceincreasing
perbag, ordinary wage la-
borersarestruggling as their
purchasing power erodes.
Therisein the cost of living
has completely disrupted the
household budgets of salaried
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Skyrocketing Grocery Prices &
People of TN Face Hardship ‘

employees and daily-wage
laborers. Families earning
between<10,000and¥15,000
amonthareforcedtospenda
largeportion of theirincomeon
groceriesafter coveringrentand
children’seducationexpenses.
This price hike has directly
affected smalltraders as well
asthegeneralpublic.

Since procurement costs
atwholesalemarketsare high,
retailersareunableto sellgoods
atlower prices. Consequently,
customers arereducingthe
quantity of their purchases.
With sales declining, small
grocerystores and roadside
vegetablevendorsarefacinga
threattotheirlivelihoods. Based
onrecentmarket trends, here
arethe previousand current
averageretail/wholesaleprices

forkeygroceryitemsin Tamil
Nadu (perkg/litre): Toor dal
(1kg): PreviouslyT125-3130,
currentlyI145-3160 (whole-
salepricealonehasrisento
%143); Urad dal(1kg): Previ-

ouslyZ115-3120, currently

T130-3140; Ponnirice (1 i
kg): Previously355-360, cur-

TR

rentlyI70-375; Sesame il (1

litre): PreviouslyT380-3400,

currently  T440-3460;

Groundnutoil (1litre): Pre-
viouslyT240-3260, currently
3280-3295; Sunflower oil (1
litre): PreviouslyI140-3155,
currently3170-3190; Round
red chillies (1kg): Previous-
ly ¥320-3330, currently
%400-3420; Coriander seeds
(1kg): PreviouslyT180-3190,
currentlyI210-3230; Sugar
(1kg): Previously T42-345,
currentlyI52-356; Ghee (1
litre): Previously3680-3720,
currentlyI820-3850. Gener-
ally, duringperiods of rising
prices, itis customary for the
governmenttointervene and
sellgroceries andvegetables at
subsidizedratesthroughspecial
fairpriceshopsor cooperative
‘Farm Fresh’ consumer outlets.
Furthermore, the Civil Supplies
CID and the Civil Supplies

o B

Department must conduct
rigorousinspectionsto prevent
markethoarding.

However, the public ac-
cusesthe TVK government,
led by Vijay, ofadoptingalax
attituderegardingtheissueof
risingprices. Peoplearguethat
whenever questions areraised
in the Legislative Assembly,
ministers offer only generic
assurances that the situation
isbeingmonitored, yet no
tangible changes arevisible on
theground. Dueto thelack of
strictactionagainst hoarders,
middlemen are fixing prices
at theirown discretion and
reaping exorbitant profits.
1. Groceriesvia Ration Shops:
Essentialitems like Toor dal
andpalm oilmust be supplied
immediately and in sufficient
quantities through ration

shops, without any shortages.
2. Expansion of Farm-Fresh
Outlets: Vegetables should be
procureddirectly from farmers
andsoldatlower pricesinboth
ruralandurban areas. 3. An-
ti-HoardingRaids: Strict legal
actionmust betaken against
wholesaletraders who hoard
food suppliesin warehouses
to createartificial shortages.
4. Price Control Committee:
Special monitoringcommittees
must bestrengthenedinevery
districttotrack andregulate
market prices. Acknowledging
thedaily hunger andfinancial
burden faced by the common
people, the TVK government
mustsheditsinaction andtake
immediatestepsto bringdown
prices. Otherwise, thereisno
doubt that public dissatisfaction
willeruptintoamassiveprotest.

Iran will never have nuclear weapon,
says US Secretary of State Rubio

GREECE: United States
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
biohasasserted thatIran will
bepermanentlybarredfrom
obtainingnuclear weapons
under President Donald
Trump, simultaneouslyacc-
using Tehran ofamassingan
extensivestockpile ofballistic
missilesand unmannedaerial
systems designed toinsulate
itsatomic programme from
foreign militaryintervention.

Addressingajointmed-
iabriefingalongside Greek
Foreign Minister Giorgos
Gerapetritisin Athens, Se-
cretary Rubio stressed that
Washington’sstanceremains
unyielding despite ongoing
speculationregarding whe-
therthe United States might
toleraterestricted uranium
enrichmentby Tehran within
theframeworkofaprospect-
iveaccord.

“Irancannothaveanuclear
weapon, simple, periodand
endofstory; Rubiosaid. While
withholdingspecificparam-
etersconcerningacceptable

thresholdsofnuclearactivity
duringpotential diplomatic
negotiations, the Secretary
reiterated that preventing
Iranian nuclearacquisition
remainsthe primarydirective
oftheadministration.
“Anythingtheyagreeto
thatwouldbeacceptableto
the United States has to be
somethingthatensuresthat
Iranwillneverhaveanuclear
weapon,” hesaid. Secretary
Rubio madethese declarati-
onsinresponsetoaninquiry
regardingrecentstatements
by Vice President JD Vance
emphasising that Tehran
mustdemonstrate tangible
commitmentsregardingits
enrichment capabilities.
Thetop Americandiplo-
mat contended that Tehran
deliberately pursued conve-
ntional military supremacy
tocreateadeterrentshield
protectingitsnuclearsites from
externalairstrikes. According
toSecretary Rubio, theIranian
strategyrelied onhoarding
vast quantities of missiles

ZA

anddronescapableofinflic-
ting catastrophicretaliation
uponany nationattempting
tohaltitsatomicambitions.
Hemaintained thatthe Trump
administration aggressively
intervenedto dismantle this
tactical deterrent. “Hedestr-
oyedtheirdroneprogramme,
their drone manufacturing
capability;” Rubio said, refe-
rring to Trump.
“Hedestroyed theirmissile
capability. Heseverelyeroded
both ofthose capabilitiesin
terms of currentlaunchers.
Hedestroyed theirnavy. He
destroyed theirairforce.”

These claims concern-
ingthescaleofthedamage
inflicted onIranian military
assetswerenotindependen-
tlysubstantiated duringthe
pressbriefing. Nevertheless,
Secretary Rubioinsisted that
Iran’s strategic posture has
severelyweakened, stripping
Tehran ofits conventional
capabilitytoshielditsnuclear
installations from punitive
action.

“Theywillneverhavea
nuclear weapon, period, not
aslongasPresident Trump
isinoffice,” hesaid. Furthe-
rmore, the Secretaryof State
deliveredascathingevaluation
ofthelraniandomesticecon-
omy, attributingthe nation’s
compoundingfiscal crisis
entirely to the misrule ofits
governingelite. Heobserved
thatpunishinginternational
sanctions continue to exert
crushingfinancial pressure
on Tehran, forecastingan
even steeper economic de-
cline. “Their economyisin
totaland complete freefall,”

Rubiosaid. The Secretary
denounced the regime for
squandering national wealth
onregional proxygroupsra-
therthan channelling funds
into domesticdevelopment
andpublicwelfare.
Specifically, Secretary
Rubioidentified Hezbollah,
Hamas, the Houthisand mi-
litiasoperatingfromIraqas
thebeneficiaries of Iranian
financialsupport.Inaddition
toregionalsecurity matters,
hereported thatthe Straitof
Hormuzremainsfullyopera-
tional, notingthat petroleum
transitvolumesthroughthe
critical maritimebottleneck
have nearly rebounded to
pre&contflictlevels.
“There’salmostasmuch
oilflowingoutnowasthere
wasbeforethisconflictbegan,’
hesaid. Secretary Rubio’s wi-
de&rangingstatementswere
delivered duringdiscussions
with Greece thatalso covered
maritime security, energysu-
ppliesandtheconsequencesof
instabilityinthe Middle East.

Tenderto purchase 4,500 MW from prlvate parties

CHENNALI Tomeettheincrea-
singpower demand in TamilNadu
and avoid power cuts, the Electricity
Distribution Authorityhasinvited
tenders to purchase 4,500 MW of
electricity from the open market.

In Tamil Nadu, the demand for
electricityincreased manifoldin
September as the electricity dem-
and remained high following the
summer season. In September alone,
electricitywaspurchasedintheop-
enmarketatanaverage price ofRs.
20 per unit, Power Minister Nirmal
Kumarhadsaid. Inaddition, 1,500
MW ofelectricity wasalso purchased
onashort&termbasis. According
totheestimatesreleased by the Mi-
nistry of Power, Tamil Nadu’s peak
power demandisexpected toreach
23,314 MW in the coming financial

year2026&27

In thissituation, the
power supply departme-
nthasissued atender to
purchase power from the
external marketto overc-
ometheincreasing power
shortagein TamilNadu.

The tender hasbeen
invited for the purchase of
4,500 MW of power. 4,500
MW of power willbe purc-
hased fromthe 12thtothe
31st. The 3,000 megawatts of
electricityrequired during
peakhours,whichare6pm
to 12am, willbe purchased.
The 1,500 megawatts of
electricityrequired between 12 am
and2amwillbe purchased. To ens-
ureuninterrupted power supply to
consumersandavoid financiallosses,
prioritywillbe given to purchasing

electricityatstable prices through
long&term power purchaseagree-
ments, the power departmentsaid.

Meanwhile, a special seminar
and panel discussion on the Tamil
Nadu Solar Rooftop Projectand the

futureof green energyisbeingheldat
the Kalaivanar Arangatin Chennai
onbehalfofthe Tamil Nadu Solar
EnergyDevelopers Association.
Theauditorium wasinaugurated
by Chief Minister Nirmal Kumar.

23 yearold Punjab- origin mans| shotdad inCanada’s Vancouver

CANADA:
23&year&old Punjab&o-
riginmanwasshotdeadin
Vancouver, Canada. The
incidenttook placeata
plazanear200 Streetand 60
AvenueinLangley.

Policereceivedreports
ofashootingatthelocati-
onbutcouldnotlocatethe
suspects. Two daysafter
theincident, theIntegrated

HomicideInvestigation
Team (IHIT) of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP)beganinvestiga-
ting the shooting death of
the23&year&old Langley
man. Investigatorsare see-
kingwitnessesandanyone
withinformationabout
theincident. Theincide-
ntoccurredonOctober5.
Around9:45pm, Lang-

leyRCMPrespondedto
reportsofashootinginthe
6000&nblock of200 Street.
Onreachingthespot, police
foundamanssufferingfrom
gunshotwoundsinthe
parkinglotofabusinessco-
mplex. Despitelife&saving
effortsbyfirstresponders,
the 23&year&old Langley
residentdiedatthescene,
theRCMPsaidinastateme-

nt. Around 20 minuteslater,
policereceivedareportofa
vehiclefirenearthe 232 St-

reetand 75 Avenuearea. A
burntsedanwasrecovered
andisbelievedtohavebeen

usedintheshooting.
TheTHIT hastaken
overtheinvestigationand
isworking with the Langley
RCMP, Integrated Forensic
Identification Servicesand
theBC CoronersService.
Whilethe motivebehind
theshootingremainsunder
investigation, preliminary
informationindicatesthat
itwasatargetedincide-

nt. “Thisinvestigationis
initsearlystages,anditis
essential forinvestigators
toestablishatimeline of
eventsleadinguptothe
shooting,”said Sergeant
FredaFongoftheHIT.“A
lotofworkisunderwayas
we continuean extended
canvass for witnessesand
videoatboththeshooting
andarsonscenes.” TheIHIT

hasappealed towitnesses
and soughtdashcamfoot-
agefromanyonewhowas
intheareabetween8:30 pm
and 10:30 pm on October
5.The RCMP haswithheld
thevictim'sidentityasthe
investigationisunderway.
Sofar,itisknown thatthe
youth wasfrom Punjab,and
thekillingcould belinked
toagangwar.
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Nana Patekar’s passing leavesanirreparable  Allowing foreignfunding for religious conversion
activities would endangerthe country’s sovereignty

void: PM Modi offers condolences

NEW DELHI:Renowned
Bollywoodactor Nana Patekar
passedawaytoday (Thursday)
atahospitalin Goa,wherehe
hadbeenadmitted following
chestpain; treatment proved
unsuccessful.

Hewas75yearsold. Lead-
ersfrompolitical partiesand
film personalitiesalike are
expressing their condolenc- - : .3 voidinthefilmworld.
esovertheactor’sdemise. ment, hesaid, “Fewactors NanaPatekardld Hebrought Iextend mydeepestcon-
Inthisregard, Prime Min- possesstheextraordinary hisversatilityandcreativity dolencestohisfamily,friends,
ister Modi has expressed intensity,uniqueness,and toeveryroleheplayed,cre- andcountlessadmirers.Om
hiscondolences.Inastate- commandingpresencethat atingcharactersthatwillbe Shanti”

remembered for generations.
Hewaswidelyadmired for
hiscourageousoutlookand
forspeakinghismind openly
and withouthesitation on
mattershebelievedin.
Nana Patekar’s contribu-
tiontothe Hindiand Marathi
filmindustrieswasimmense.
= His passing hasleftahuge

ITEC s India’s key platform for “capacity building”,
says EAM Jaishankarin Cote d'Ivoire

=
\9

NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
highlighted the Indian Tech-
nicaland Economic Coope-
ration (ITEC) programmeas
oneofIndia’s “mostimportant
platforms for capacitybuil-
ding”, saying New Delhiisa

“reliable partner” in meeting
Coted’Ivoire’srequirements
forskilledhumanresources,
technical expertiseandinst-
itutional capacity.

Speakingataninteracti-
onwithITECalumniin Cote
d’Ivoire’s capital, Abidjan,
on Wednesday (local time),
Jaishankar said the progra-

mme, whichbegan
in1964,hasevolved
intoanimportant
instrumentofIndia’s
engagement with
partner countries.
“Thisyear marks
the62ndyearofthe
ITECprogramme. It
startedin 1964. And
ithasactuallyevolved
intooneofour most
importantplatforms
for capacitybuilding
andaway ofengaging other
countries,” hesaid.
Henoted thatITECnow
extends to more than 160
partner countriesand offers
nearly 10,000 fully funded
trainingopportunitiesevery
year acrossawiderange of
disciplines. “Where Africa
isconcerned, development
partnership hasalwaysbeen
central toour engagement.
And wehave taken aview
thatwhatwedoinIndiasho-
uldrespondtothedemands
andpriorities of our African
partners, > Jaishankar said.

Ashutosh Ranga Co- coordlnatorofthe Karappan
PoochiJanata Party’ (Cockroach Janata Party),
hasannouncedthataprotestinvolving slippers will
be held against Gyanesh Kumar at Freedom Park
inBengalurutodayat10:30AM.

Hesaid ITECisanimpor-
tantvehicleforsharingIndia’s
developmental, securityand
governance experiences,
best practices, technology
and expertise, whilealso
enablingIndiatolearnfrom
partner countries. “ITECis
veryimportantbecauseitis
avehicletoshareourdevel-
opmental experiences, our
security experiences, our
governance experiences,
and best practices,and to
alsodiscusstechnologyand
expertisetogether;” hesaid.

Jaishankar said ITEC
encompassesareasincluding
ICT and digital governance,
publicadministration, ban-
kingandfinance, agriculture,
energy, skill development,
defence, securityand coun-
ter&terrorism.

“Thewholeideareallyis
todevelopacomprehensive
packageso thattheentirety
oftherequirementsof our
partner countries can be
addressed through that pr-
ogramme, hesaid.

OnIndia&Coted’Ivoire
ties, Jaishankar said the two
countrieshave “longstanding
andfriendlyrelations”, with
capacitybuildingbeingan
importantpillar oftheiren-
gagement.

“Inthelast12years,I'm
giventounderstand thataro-
und800ITECslotshavebeen
utilised. Andthisrepresentsa
verysubstantialinvestmentin
humanresources,and more
importantly,inbuildinga
long&termrelationship with
us,”hesaid. Hesaid 123 slots
havebeen committed onthe
defencesideand 100 onthe

civilianside, while stressing
theimportance of regular
exchangesbetween the two
countries. “Attheend of the
day, youknow, assetsmaybe
created,and people mayvisit
eachother. Butthehumanco-
nnection, theemotions, the
experiences, thememories,
the connection whichwebuilt
throughthese courses-these
arereallythe capitalforare-
lationship,” Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar described Co-
ted’Ivoireas “one ofthekey
partnersin West Africa”and
said Indiaremainssupportive
ofitseconomic growth, gov-
ernancetransformationand
securityand defence goals.

“So,whatIwanttodayto
emphasiseisthatIndiaisa
reliable partnerin meeting
theserequirements,” hesaid,
addingthatcapacitybuilding
throughITECwouldsupport
CotedIvoire’sefforts to de-
velopitshuman capitaland
acquiretherequisite skills for
a‘“transformingeconomyand
good governance”.

Earlier,inapostonX,
Jaishankar said he was “de-
lighted tointeract withand
listentoexperiences of ITEC
alumnifrom Cote d’Ivoire”
“UnderlinedhowIndia’s ca-
pacity&buildinginitiatives
arerespondingtodemands
andprioritiesof our partners.
Andarealsonurturinghum-
anconnectionsbetweenour
societies, hesaid. Jaishankar
alsothanked KofiN’Guessan,
Minister of National Educa-
tion, Literacyand Technical
EducationandaformerIT-
ECalumnus, forjoiningthe
interaction.

Madurai Bench ofthe High Courtissuesawarning

MADURALI: The MaduraiBench of
theHigh Courtwarned thatthe country’s
sovereignty wouldbeatriskifforeign
fundswere permitted withoutrestric-
tion for religious conversionactivities.
The managementofthe ‘Consion Public
Trust inKodaikanal, Dindigul district,
hadapplied to the Union Ministry of
Home Affairsfor certification to rece-
iveforeign fundingunder the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA).
ADeputy Secretaryofthe Union Home
Ministryrejected theapplication. The
Trustmanagementfiledapetitionin
the High CourtBenchseekingto quash
thatrejection order. A divisionbench
comprising Justices G.R. Swaminath-
anand M.D. Sumathiheard the matter.
Thecounselfor the petitionerargued, “The
Trusthasestablished ameditation center.
Itsactivitiescannotbe classifiedasreligious

innature;itisnotareligiousorganization.”
Counsel for the Central Governme-
nt, Thalai Mutharasu, argued, “The
petitioner organization engagesin
religiousactivities. Itis the policy of
the Central Government to prevent
theinflow of foreign fundsintended
forreligious conversionandactivities
that could undermine the country’s
secularism. The petitionshould bedi-
smissed.” The founder of this Trustand
thekeyfigurebehind the organization
isa Christian clergyman. One cannot
overlookthe factthat Christianityis
areligion centered ona ‘Redeemer’.
The Supreme Courthaspointed outthe
possibility that foreign funding could
influence the country’s political struct-
ureand national policies. Such funding
coulddisruptthesocial order prevailing
inthe country. We have recently witn-

essed frictionbetween Christiansand
MuslimsinKerala.

Ifforeign fundsare permitted to flow
intothe countrywithoutrestriction—f-
acilitatingreligious conversionactiviti-
es—national sovereigntyitselfcould be
jeopardized. However, wedonotallege that
theappellanttrustharborsanysuchintent.
Although thepetitioner wasengagedin
religiousactivities, theyhad misrepres-
ented themselvesasasecular organizat-
ion; thiswas thereason for therejection.
Anyreligious organizationiseligible
forFCRA registration provideditsac-
tivitiesdonotundermine the country’s
secular character orsocial harmony.
Suchregistrationshould notbe granted
toorganizationsinvolvedin religious
conversion.

Thepetitionisdismissed. The court
issued thisorder.

. ||} Honoured"tocallonHisMajesty”

BHUTAN: US Ambassador to India
Sergio Gormet Bhutanese KingJigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck and Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay duringhisvisitto the King-
dom of Bhutan, with discussionsfocusingon
au investment, innovation, cooperation, stability

2R US envoy to India Sergio Gor meets

Bhutan King,PM Tobgay

andprosperityintheregion. InapostonXon
Thursday, after meetingthe Bhutanese King,
Gorsaid, “Ttwasanhonortocallon His Majesty
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck to discuss
expandingopportunitiesforinvestmem‘
innovation, and cooperation.”

Plge Scare: Trump Holds
Urgent Talks with Putin

WASHINGTON: A fe-
maleresearcherataninfect-
iousdiseaseresearch center
in Siberia, Russia, hasdied
under mysterious circum-
stances due to the plague.
AlthoughtheRussian govern-
mentdismissed theincidentas
acaseofordinary pneumonia,
precautionary measures we-

in contactwith theaffected
personswere placed under
closemonitoring. Currently,
anotherpersonwhohadbeen
incontactwiththedeceased
researcher is criticallyill.
The World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) hasdirec-
ted Russia toimmediately
providetheautopsyresults

retaken:theresearch center
and fiveregional hospitals
were sealed off,and over200
individualswhohad been

ofthedeceased womanand

Afterholdingurgentconsu-
comprehensivemedicaldata ltationswith USintelligence
regardingthesecondinfected agenciesregardingthematter,
employeeat thelaboratory. Trumpspokebyphonewith

Russian President Vladimir
Putintoinquireaboutthesit-
uation concerningthespread
ofthismysteriousdisease.

Students Protest Against
Tuition Fee Hikes mBeIglum'

BRUSSELS: Students
in Belgium have en- |
gagedin violent protests
against tuition fee hikes. ¥
IntheFrench-speakingregions §
of Belgium, student protests |
againstincreased tuition [{
feesandinadequate school §

Riotpolicedeployedtear gas
and water cannonstobring
$4 thesituationundercontrol.
s Twenty-two police officers
wereinjuredintheclashes.So
far,over 100 protestershave
o= beenarrestedintheLiégearea
| alonefortheirinvolvement

Complaint of human waste found in
governmentschool water tank; officials inspect

KEERANUR: Acomm- onthe5thfollowingthe
otionensuednearPalaniaf- quarterlyexamholidays.

students. Whentheschool
reopened onthe5thafter

clean condition. However,
facilitiessuchas drinking

infrastructurehaveescalated |8

intosevereviolence.

The situation has par-
ticularly worsened in the
city of Liegeand the capital,
Brussels. Inspired by stu-
dentprotestsinneighboring
France, these spontaneous
demonstrationsbeganin
Belgium on October 1st.
The primary cause of the
protestisthedecisionbythe

French- speakingcommunity
governmenttoraiseannual
higher education tuition
feesfrom €835t0€1,194 (ap-
proximately390,541.56 to
%1,29,469.00). Additionally,
students have taken to the
streetsto protestagainstalack
ofadequatespaceinschools,
dilapidated school buildings,

teachershortages,and hikes
in public transport fares.
More than 1,000 students
participatedinarallyheld
inLiége. Duringtheprotests,
somegroupsengagedin ex-
tremeviolence; they smashed
schoolwindows, set fire to
trash bins, blocked roads,
and caused general mayhem.

intheviolence. Thisincludes
17 children.
Duetothetensesituation,
school classesin the city of
Liégehavebeentemporarily
suspended. Itisworthnoting
thatajointprotestbyteachers
and studentsin the capital,
Brussels,againstthese same
educational reformsin June
2026 had previouslyerupted
intomajorviolence.

ter parents gathe- thequarterlyexams,  water,restrooms,andsurv-
reduponlearning staffmemberswent  eillancecamerasneedtobe
thathuman waste tofillthetankinthe installedattheschool.
hadbeenmixed morningandfound  Theyurgedthedistrict
intoagovernment humanwasteinsideit. administrationtoinvesti-
school'sdrinking Wesubsequentlycle-  gatetheincidentandtake
water tank. anedandremovedthe appropriateaction,emph-
A Panchayat tank, settingitaside.  asizingtheneedtoensure
UnionPrimary Wealsoinformed thehealthandhygiene of
Schoolislocated higherofhicialsinthe  thestudents. Thepoliceare

in Manur, near Pa-

lani, where approximately
100 studentsfromthearea
study. Newsspread yester-
daythathumanwastehad
beenfoundintheschool’s
drinking water tank. Upon
hearingthis, parents gathe-
redattheschoolandargued
with theteachers.
Keeranurpolicearrived
atthesceneand questio-
nedboththeteachersand
the parentsregardingthe
incident.
Theinquiryrevealed that
theschoolhadreopened

Whenthenoon&meal
staffarrived forworkinthe
morningand checked the
plastictank used tostore
drinking water for studen-
ts, they discovered human
wasteinside.
Theyimmediatelyinfo-
rmed theheadmaster,who
hadthewasteremovedand
thetank cleaned. School
Headmaster Jayakumar ex-
plained, “Duetoashortage
ofdrinking water, we use
aplastictankthatisfilled
dailytosupplywaterto the

Education Departme-
nt. Sincetherewasnowater
inthetankatthetime, there
wasno possibility ofanyone
having consumedit. Health
officialsalsovisitedand
inspectedthesite” Parents
stated thattheschoollacks
adequatebasicamenities,
includingproperdrinking
waterand sanitation facilit-
ies,andnoted thatthe open
areaneartheschoolisbeing
used for open defecation.

Nevertheless, the
schooladministration
maintainsthe premisesina

currentlyinvestigating the
matter. Meanwhile, officia-
Isconductedaninspection
following complaints that
humanexcretahadbeen
mixedintothedrinking
watertank ofagovernme-
ntschoolin Manoor, near
Palani.

Parents, suspecting that
thewater mighthavebeen
used forthemorning meal,
hadstagedaprotest;subs-
equently, the officialswho
inspected thesitetodayate
themorning mealtogether
with thestudents.

2.5kg Cement Stone Found in Ration
Shop Lentll Sack; Public Shocked

oflentilsbeinghandedtoa
cardholder. The publicwas
shockedbythisdiscovery;
those presentestimated
the stone toweigh approx-
imately2.5kg. Residents
recorded theincidenton
videoandsharediton
social media, questioning
howastoneendedupinthe

near Muthupettaiin
Thiruvarurdistrict. It
£ iscustomaryforovera
{ thousandration card-
% holderstovisittheshop
tocollecttheirsupplies.
Yesterday, essential

commodities—in-
cludingrice,lentils,
and oil—werebeing

S distributed,andlocal lentil sack.
THIRUVARUR The dlstrlbuted ataration shop residentshad gathered Theyhavedemanded
publicwasshocked todis- Arationshop operatesin tocollectthem. thatthe concerned officials

covera2.5kgcementstone  theNachikulamareaof
insideasackoflentilsbeing Udhayamarthandapuram,

Duringthedistribution,a
stonewasfoundinthesack

takeappropriateaction
regarding the matter.
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