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Call for an International Framework to
Combat Online Fraud and‘Deepfake’ Threats

NEW DELHI: Prime Mi-
nister Modihas called upon
governments worldwide to
uniteandestablishaninterna-
tional framework to eliminate
threatssuchascross&border
onlinefraudand ‘deepfakes.
The 10thedition of the India
Mobile Congressbeganin
Delhi.

The conferenceisbeing
jointlyorganizedbythe Depar-
tmentof Telecommunications
andthe Cellular Operators As-
sociationof India (COAI)and
willrununtil the 10th. Prime
Minister Modiattended the

inaugural sessionandaddr-
essed thegathering, stating:
“Youarewellawarethatonline
fraudand cybercrimesdonot
respectnationalborders; they
havealreadytranscendedthem.
Anindividualinone country
cancommitacrimeinathird
countrywith theassistanceof
afraudsterlocatedinasecond

country. Similarly, ‘deepfake’
videoshaveemergedasamajor
threat. Nations mustdevelop
aninternational framework

toeliminate thetwin threats
ofonlinefraudand deepfakes.
Governments, technology
firms, telecommunications
companies,andfinancialin-
stitutions mustall align with
thisframework.
Icallupontelecommu-
nications companiesacross

theglobetojoinincreatingan
international mechanismto
preventsuchfraudulentactivit-
iesbeforetheyreachthepublic.
Indiahasgainedsignificant

experienceinthisareaandis
readytoshareitsinsightswith
theworld. Itisessential for the
common citizentobeableto

TVK setto capture Maduranthakam
and Dharapuram constituencies

CHENNALI: Vote coun-
ting for theby&electionsin
the Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram constituenc-
ies—whichhavedrawnthe
attention of the entire popu-
lation of Tamil Nadu—began
thismorningandis currently
underway. Postal votes were
countedfirst, followed by the
countingofvotesrecordedin

Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs). TVKhas maintained
theleadinthe Maduranthakam
constituencysince the coun-
tingbegan.In Dharapuram,
TVKwasinitiallyin thelead;
however, afterashortwhile,
ATADMK overtook TVKto

takethelead. Nevertheless,
Maduranthakam remained
firmlyunder TVK’s control.
Afterfiveroundsofcounting,
TVKregainedtheleadin Dhar-
apuram,overtaking AIADMK.
Since then, TVKhas conti-

Cadres celebrate b

nuedto hold
theleadinboth
the Madura-
nthakamand
Dharapuram
constituenc-
ies.In Madu-

ranthakam, at
theendofthe
10th round,
TVKcandidate

Maragatham Kumaravelis
leading with 38,128 votes
(amarginof12,774). DMK
candidate Paranthamanis
insecond placewith 25,354
votes,while ATADMK candi-
date Kanitha Sampathholds
third placewith 21,537 votes.

InDharapuram,attheend of
the 16thround, TVK candi-

MK candidate Bhanumathi
, isinthirdplacewith 31,067
| | votes. With TVK candidates
k | Maragatham Kumaraveland
a1 Sathyabhama maintaining
theirleadsin the Maduran-
thakam and Dharapuram
constituencies, party cadres
are celebrating—singing,
dancing, burstingfirecrackers,
and distributing sweets—at
variouslocations,including
the Maduranthakam and
Dharapuram constituencies
and the TVKofficein Panaiyur.

(
verify: Whoiscalling? Isthe
message received trustwor-
thy? Willmy moneyremain
safe? Will my personal data

PMNARENDRAModiUrges Global Nations

besecure?” Mobile phones
serveasvitaltoolsnotonlyfor
communicationbutalso for
governanceandthedelivery
of publicservices.
Wehavetransferred app-
roximately%50lakh crorevia
DirectBenefit Transfer schemes
tomobile&linked bankaccou-
nts. Thismeasurehasprevented
thediversionofabout35lakh
croreintothewronghands.
Given thatthisflow of ill&g-
otten gainshasbeenhalted,

willthoseaffectedlike Modi?
Wasmyactionrightor wro-
ng? Shouldithavebeendone
ornot? Nomatterhowmuch
theyprotest,Iremain firmin
myresolve. Had the old sys-
tem prevailed,¥5lakh crore
of public funds would have
lined the pockets oftheund-
eserving. Modihasputastop
tothis; fundsnowreach the
genuinebeneficiaries. Inthe
telecommunicationssector,
Indiahasevolved frombeing

amere consumer toacreat-
or. Thecountryisadvancing
towardsdesigning products
andindependentlydeveloping
technologiesandintellectual
property.

This is what he said.
BhartiAirtel Group Chairman
Sunil Mittal, Jio Infocomm
Chairman Akash Ambani,
Kumar Mangalam Birla,and
numerousotherbusinesslea-
dersattendedthe conference.
Itisexpected that 1.5lakh
peoplefrom overahundred
countrieswill participatein
theevent.

DMK Loses Depositin
Thattanchavady By election

PUDHUCHERRY: Whi-
letheN.R. Congressemerged
victoriousinthe Puducherry
Thattanchavady byerelecti-
on, DMK candidate K. Sethu
Selvam lost his security deposit.
Atotalof 11 candidates con-
tested the Thattanchavady
byerelection, including Ashok
Anand (N.R. Congress), Vina-
yagam (Congress), Sethu Selv-
am (DMK), and Salim (CPI).
Pollingtook placebriskly last
Tuesday. A total of 21,756 peo-
plecasttheirvotes, comprising
10,056 men, 11,695 women,
and5transgender individuals.
While the Thattanchavady
constituencyrecordedavoter
turnout of87.10% duringthe
generalassemblyelections held
last April, therecently conclud-
edbyerelectionsawaturnout
ofonly 80.81%—adecreaseof

6.29% comparedtotheprevious
election. Followingthe concl-
usionof polling, all Electronic
VotingMachines (EVMs) were
stored in the strongroom at
Motilal Nehru Polytechnicin
Lawspetandmonitoredunder
tight, threeetier policesecurity.
Votecountingbeganat 8:00AM
today at the Motilal Nehru Po-
Iytechnic center. Postalballots
werecountedfirst, followed by
the countingof EVMvotesacross
fourrounds. Fromtheverybe-
ginningofthe countingprocess,
N.R.Congresscandidate Ashok
Anandmaintained aleadthat
pointedtowardvictory. TheEle-
ction Commission has officially
announcedthatN.R. Congress
candidate A. Ashok Anandhas
wontheelection. Hesecureda
totalof13,358votes(61.12%).
Thevoter turnoutin this con-

Byelection: BJPleadsin

with 39,039 votes,and AIAD-

-.

dateSathyabhamaisleading
with48,615votes (amargin
0f9,636). DMK candidate
Suganyaisinsecond place

Minister Vijay.

West Bengaland Assam

In West Bengal’s Nandigram, after sixrounds of vote
counting, the BJP’s Hasi Rani Rathisleadingbyamargin of
over49,000votes. Shehassecured 66,415 votes, while the
Congress’s Milan Pradhan, trailingin second place, has se-
cured 16,493 votes. The CPT’s Shanti Gopal Giriisin third
placewith 2,495 votes. AliMohammad Sabhe Miraj Khan of
the AllIndia Secular Frontisin fourth place with 660 votes,
followed by Ehteshmul Haque of the Democratic Trinamool

stituency was 80.81 percent.
Congress candidateE. Vina-
yagam,

who finished second, se-
cured 4,876 votes (22.31%);
DMK candidate Sethu (alias
K. Sethu Selvam), who came
third, received 2,664 votes
(12.19%); and Communist
PartyofIndiacandidate A.M.

Salim, who finished fourth,
obtained 310votes (1.42%).
Consequently, DMK candi-
date Sethu, who was pushed
tothirdplace, hasforfeited his
securitydeposit. Electionrules
stipulatethatacandidate must
secureatleastoneessixthofthe
totalvotespolledtoreclaimthe
securitydeposit.

Puducherry: N.R. Congress candidate Ashok
Anandhanwon the Thattanchavadiby&election by
amargin of approximately 8,500 votes and receiv-
ed his certificate of election. Later,accompanied by
ChiefMinister Rangasamy, he offered prayers atthe
Appa Paithiyam Sami Temple, placing the certificate

Party cadres were celebrating atthe TVK office.
Amidstthefestivities, MLASaravanandreweveryone’s
attention by feeding sweets to a photograph of Chief]

Speakingatapress conf-
erencein Maduranthakam,
Minister Sarathkumar said:

A

“Thesignificant number
ofvotessecured by TVKin
these two constituencies
servesasthepublicsendor-
sementofour three months
ofgoodgovernance. Wewon

108 seatsthanksto the supp-
ortextendedto TVKbythe
youthand women.
Peoplenowhave greater
confidencein TVKandare
extending their support.

“Wearepoised towinall
' 234 constituenciesinthe next
= election” -Minister Sarathkumar

The people of Tamil Nadu
areaware thatthe TVKad-
ministrationisatransparent
government. Weare poised
towinall234 constituencies
inthe nextelection.”

Congresswith 345 votes.

beforethedeity.

13 Bonded Laborers Rescued
from Tiruppur Knitwear Unit

TIRUPUR: Numerous
workers from other states
and districtsare employed
inprivateknitwear compa-
niesin Tiruppur. Allegations
havealsosurfaced thatsome
companies employminors.
Officials periodically con-
ductinspectionsand take
actionregardingthisissue.
Meanwhile, Childlineandthe
policereceivedinformation
thataprivateknitwearunitin
the ‘KodiKamban' area of Ti-
ruppur wasemploying minors
and otherworkersasbonded
laborers. Theyalerted the Lab-

ourand Revenue Departments.
Subsequently, Tiruppur Re-
venue Divisional Officer
(RDO) Sivaprakash, Tahsil-
dar Govindasamy,and other
officialsrushed tothesiteand
conductedaninspection. Th-
eydiscovered 13 individuals
workingasbondedlaborers,
four of whom were mino-
rs. Officials collected their
detailsand found that they
hailed fromvarious parts of
TamilNadu, including Thoo-
thukudi, Theni, Krishnagiri,
Dharmapuri, Salem,and Er-
ode. Investigationsrevealed

thatsome ofthemhad come
to Tiruppurafter quarreling
with their parentsand were
interceptedatthebusstand
byindividualswhorecruited
them for thisknitwear unit.
Theinquiryalso disclosed
thattheywere paid meager
wages and were confined
within the company’s prem-
ises, cutofffrom theoutside
world while they worked.
Itisreported thattheyhad
beenheldasbondedlaborers
for over twoyears. Officials
rescued the 13 individual-
s—comprising seven men

and sixwomen—andbrought
themto the Tiruppur RDO
office for questioning. Their
parentshavebeeninformed
oftherescue. Theyare curre-
ntlybeinghousedinashelter.
Once their parentsarrive,
theywillbehanded overto
them with the District Coll-
ector’spermission. Stepsare
alsobeingtaken to provide
them with reliefassistance.
Furthermore, officialshave
initiated rigorousactionag-
ainsttheknitwear company
thathad employed themas
bondedlaborers.
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Today horoscope

Youwill win everyone over with your
tactful speech. Your mother’shealth willim-
prove. Your children will conduct themselves
responsibly. Youwill renovate or rearrange
yourhometosuityourtaste. Profitsin business
willincrease.

|-'k L A

Everytaskyouundertakewillsucceed.
Youwillboldly makeimportantdecisions with
thefuturein mind. Yourinfluenceandsocial
standingwillrise. Relatives with whom youhad
drifted apart will willingly reconnect with you.

Youwill find solutionstolong-standing

Y problemsbyadoptingadifferentapproach. You
willrepay borrowed money. A relative from your
spousessidewillseekyourassistance. Expenses
related tohomeand vehicle maintenance will
increase.

Youwill meet prominent people. You will
taketheleadin organizing family functions. Dif-
ferencesof opinion withsiblings willberesolved.
Some ofyouwill take on significantresponsibili-

ties. Competitioninbusiness will decrease.

Lingering confusioninyour mind will clear
up. Youwill feel enthusiasticabout meeting new
‘friends. Youwill planto expand yourbusiness.
Someofyouwillreplacean old vehicle withanew
one. Youwillundertakean out-of-town trip.

¢

Feelings of inferiority will vanish. Money will arrive
fromunexpectedsources. You may experiencesome
affectionatebutbothersomeattention from

neighbors. Thearrival of guests willmake
your homelively. Youwillmeet childhood
friends. Your motherwillbesupportive.

Anytaskyouundertake will face delays
before completion. Differences of opin-
ionmayarise within the family. Cautionis
required inbusiness dealings. Workload at the
officewill remain high. Itisbestto postpone
importantdecisions.

Tasksthathad stalled will regain mo-
mentum. Avoid showinganger toward family &
members. Your interestin spiritual activities :
will grow. Maintaina cooperativeattitude with ({8 (
colleaguesatthe workplace.

You will feel rejuvenated. You will fulfill
vows made to your family deity. There willbean
improvementin your mother’shealth. You will
receive supportfromsuperiorsat work. Youwill
purchasenecessary electrical appliances for
your home.

)

Youwillattend special eventshosted by
prominentpeople. Youwillenjoy purchasing
clothesandjewelry. Youwill gain benefits
through maternal relatives. Business will yield
profits. Theactions of neighbors might cause
irritation.

Unexpected expensesmayleadtoa

situation whereyouneed toborrowmoney. It
isadvisabletokeepaneyeonyour children’s
activities. Youwill strive tohandle competition
inbusiness. Avoidinterferingunnecessarilyin
otherpeople’saffairs.

Tasksthathadbeen draggingonwill finally
becompleted. Youwill feel refreshed. Differ-
encesof opinion between husband and wife will
beresolved. Youwill benefit from relativesand
friends. Youwill planatrip with your family.

Elderly Woman's Funeral
Processionin UP Features Two
EIephantsand100Tractors

NEW DELHI: Ram Pethi Dev1, an elderly woman,
passed awayyesterdayin Pyuravillage, Sambhal district,
Uttar Pradesh. Her children organized aunique funeral
procession. Two elephantsraised by Ram Pethiled the
procession, followed by her mortal remains. A convoy of
approximately 100 tractorsfollowed,accompanied by
decorated floats featuringimages of Hindu deities such
asShivaand Krishna.

Around 1,500 friendsand relatives participated in the pr-
ocession, which madeitswayto the banks ofthe Ganges
RiveratRajghat. Speaking about this, Manveer Singh—
the sonof Ram Pethi’s granddaughter Devi—said, “Our
familyhasbeenraisingelephantsforabout200years;
consequently, wearecommonlyknowninthisareaasthe
‘Elephant Family’

Mymotherhadraised thelasttwo elephants, Mohanand
Burma, with greataffection. Followingher passing, both
elephants were plunged into deep sorrow. Recognizing
thebond theyshared with her, wearranged her funeral
processioninthismanner”
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" PM Modi has murdered democracy”
CJP founder Abhijit criticizes

BENGALURU: A protest
demandingtheresignation heldyesterdayatFreedom kesaid, “The ChiefElection
of ChiefElection Commis- ParkinBengaluru. Writer Commissionerhasremoved

sioner Gyanesh Kumar was

Devanur Mah-
adeva,actor
Prakash Raj,
~ and YouTuber
DhruvRathee
. participatedin
N theprotestled
2“4 by Abhijit Di-
{ pke,founder
ofthe Cock-
roachJanata
~ Party (CJP).
E Speaking at
i the protest,
Abhijit Dip-

13 crorenamesfromvoterlists
acrossthecountryusingthe
SIRmethod. Hehasremoved
thenamesoflivingindividu-
alsfromthelists.Itwasdueto
hisfraud thatthe BJPwonthe
recent Lok Sabhaelections.
Duetothisfraud, M.K. Stalin
and MamataBanerjee, who
opposedthe BJP, faced defeat.
ModihasbecomePrime Min-
isteragain through votetheft.
Hehasmurdered democracy
through the SIR method. Let
us, theyouth, unitetoreclaim
thenationand democracy
fromModi”

KeyDepartment Secretaries, Including
TN Home Secretary, Transferred

CHENNAL: Secretaries of
keydepartments, including
the Tamil Nadu Home Secr-
etary,havebeen transferred.
The details are as follows:
Tamil Nadu Home Secret-
aryK.Manivasan hasbeen
transferred.

Karthik, IAS, hasbe-
enappointedin his place.
K.Manivasanhasbeenapp-
ointed asthe Commissioner

of Land Administration.
Ahead of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections, the
Election Commission had
transferred the then Home
Secretary, Dheeraj Kumar,
and appointed K. Manivasan
asthenewHome Secretary.
Now, the Home Secretary
hasbeen changed; Karthik,
IAS,hasbeenappointed to
the post. Similarly, Theni

District Collector Vaithia-
nathanhasbeen transferred
and appointed as theJoint
Managing Director of the
Water Supply and Drain-
age Board. Sivakrishnam-
oorthy, who was the Joint
Managing Director of the
Water Supplyand Drainage
Board, hasbeenappointed
asthe Collector of Theni.
N. Venkatesh hasbeen ap-

pointedasthe Secretary of
the Agriculture Department.
Rajesh Lakhanihasbeen
appointed as the Chairm-
anoftheElectricity Board.
Arun Royhasbeenappoi-
nted asthe Secretary (Ex-
penditure) of the Finance
Department. These details
wereannouncedinapress
releaseissued by the Chief
Secretary.

'Roomi Twin Mission’ Created by Young Scientist
Two Rockets to Launch Simultaneously!

KELAMBAKKAM: Two
rockets manufactured ata
private facilityaresettobe
launchedinto space simul-
taneously tomorrow (Oct.
10). Underthe ‘Roomi Twin
Mission’ project, tworockets
named Roomi1’and ‘Roomi2’
willbelaunched from Thiruvi-
danthai,near Mamallapuram.
Youngscientist Anand Me-
galingam operatesarocket
manufacturingfacility called
‘Space Zone at Thaiyur, near
Kelambakkam.

Lastyear, following va-
riousstages of research, the
facility successfullylaunch-
edandtesteditsfirstrocket.
Subsequently, researchfora
missiontolaunchtworockets

31multane0usly has beenun-
derway for the pasttwoyears.
Thisinitiativeisreportedly
beingundertakenbased on
the guidance of Mylswamy
Annadurai, theformer Project
Director ofthe Chandrayaan
mission.
Bothrocketshavebeen
designed usinghybridrocket

technologythatis 100% ind-
igenous. Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor R.N.Raviisamongthose
scheduledtoattendand offer
theirbestwishesattheevent.
Otherattendeesinclude My-
Iswamy Annadurai, DRDO
scientist Manickavasagam,
and former Sri Lankan Mi-
nister Senthil Thondaman.

AnandMegalingam,anative
of Kelambakkam, completed
hisschoolingatBhuvanaKr-
ishnan Matriculation School
inthearea.

He subsequently pur-
sued higher studiesinro-
cketresearch at Bharath
Universityin Tambaram.
Drivenbyhispassion for the
spacesector, heestablished
and runs the ‘Space Zone’
centerwithaninvestmentof
approximately34.5crore. The
centerhouses 12 researchand
testinglaboratories. Anand
Megalingam stated thatthe
facility employs 28 young
scientistsand has created
jobopportunities foratotal
of75people.

Akasa Air extends Riyadh flight cancellation
till Oct 10 amid evolving security situation

MUMBAI: Indian airline Akasa Air
hasextended the cancellation of its flig-
htsto Riyadhtill October 10, citingthe
evolvingsecurity situation in the Saudi
Arabian capital.

InapostonXon Thursday, issuinga
travelupdate, the airlinesaid, “Inview of
theevolvingsecuritysituationin Riyadh,
Akasa Airhasextendedthe cancellation
ofits Riyadhflightstill October 10,2026

https://x.com/AkasaAir/statu-
5/2108236356606705812

Theairline added that it was closely
monitoringthesituation. It said, “We co-
ntinueto closelymonitorand assess the
situationonarealestimebasis.” The post
saidthat passengers “impacted by these
cancellations may opt for a full refund,
creditedtothe originalsource of payment
within 7 days, or reschedule their travel at
noadditional cost.”

Itfurther advisedpassengers “whose
bookings weremadethroughatravelpar-
tnerarerequestedto contactthemdirectly
forassistance.” Reiteratingitscommitment
topassengersafety, theairlinesaid, “The
safetyandwellé~beingof our passengers
and crewremain ourhighest priority.”

Theextensioncomesamidasecurity
situationinvolvingattacksontwoairports
inSaudiArabiaearlier thisweek on October
6and?. Theevolvingsecuritysituationalso
affectedtravel ofother airlines, asan Air
India Expressspokespersonon Thursday
saidthatflightsto andfrom Riyadh had
alsobeen cancelleduntil October 10. “In
viewoftheevolvingsituationintheregi-
on, wehave cancelledflightsto andfrom
Riyadhuntil 10 October. Affectedguests

arebeingoffered complimentaryresche-
dulingorafullrefundon cancellation. We
continuetomonitor thesituation closely,”
thespokespersonsaid.
Thetravelupdatescameasearlieron
Thursday, the Indian Embassy in Riyadh
advised Indian nationalsin Saudi Arabia
toremainalert, stayindoorsasnecessary
andfollowinstructionsissued bylocal
authorities after attacks targeted Abha
International Airportand King Khalid
International Airportin Riyadh, leavi-
ngthreepeopledeadand 36injured. “In
view ofthe current situation, all Indian
nationalsinthe Kingdom ofSaudi Arabia
areadvisedtoremainalertandvigilant,
stayindoorsasnecessary, andfollow the
instructionsissued bylocal authorities
through official channels. Indian natio-
nalsarestrongly advisedto refrain from
circulatingorrepostinganyvideosor news
relatedtothe ongoingevents,”the Indian
Embassyin Riyadhsaidinanadvisory.
“The Embassy of India, Riyadhand
the Consulatein Jeddah and its outsourced
servicesthrough VES, are continuingto
functionnormally andwillissue updates
andadvisoriesasandwhennecessary. The
24x7 helpline of Pravasi Bharatiya Sah-
ayata Kendra (PBSK) remains available
on Tollfree No: 8002471234, itadded.
OnThursday, Indiaalso condemned
theattacksonthetwoSaudiairportsand
called the targeting of civilian infrastr-
ucture ‘completely unacceptable”. Ina
statement, the Ministry of External Affairs
said, “Indiacondemnstheattacksoverthe
pastfewdaystargeting Abha International
Airportand King Khalid International

Airportin Riyadh, which haveresulted
incivilian deathsandinjuries.”

“Thetargetingof civilianinfrastruct-
ureiscompletelyunacceptable,”the MEA
said. India expressed condolencesto the
families ofthosekilled and wished those
injured aspeedy recovery. “Weexpress
our deepest condolences tothe families of
those who have lost their loved ones. We
wish speedy recovery for thoseinjured,”
thestatement said.

The MEA alsoexpressed Indiassolidarity
withSaudi Arabia. “Weexpresssolidarity
andstandwiththepeopleandgovernment
ofthe Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,”itadd-
ed. Accordingtothe Kingdom’s General
Authorityof Civil Aviation (GACA), the
attackson Abha International Airport
and King Khalid International Airport
took placeseparately on October6and?7.

Theattacksresulted in three deaths
and 36 injuries, withtwo people killed
and 28 injured at Abha Airport, while
onepersonwaskilled and eight injured
inthestrike at King Khalid International
Airport. TheSaudi Civil Defencesaidits
personnelrespondedtotheincident on
Thursday after themissile waslaunched
bythe Houthimilitia. Followingthe atta-
cksonSaudicivilianfacilities, Saudie>led
coalition forcessaidthey had destroyed 82
militarytargets belongingto the Houthi
militiain Yemen.

The Indian Embassy has meanwhile
asked Indian nationalsin the countryto
remainvigilantand complywithinstructi-
onsissuedthrough official Saudichannels,
whileits Embassyin Riyadhand Consulate
in Jeddah continuetofunctionnormally.

s
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NandiStatueEmergesas
MettuLQam WaterLeveI Drops
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The Nandi statue has become visible due
to the Towwater Tevel in the Mettur Dam.
When the Mettur Dam—a vital source of
irrigation anddrinkingwater for the
CauveryDeltadistricts—was constru-
cted, Tocal residents were relocated.
Consequently, they Teft behind ancient
structures, such as the Nandi statue from
the Jalakanteswarar Temple and Chris-
tian church towers, as they moved away.
These statues and towers remain submer-
gedwithin the dam. The Christian tower
typically emerges when thewater level
drops below 74 feet, while the Nandi sta-
tue becomes visible when the Tevel falls
below 69 feet. With thewater Tevel in
the Mettur Dam currently receding below
67 feet, the Nandi statue of the Jalaka-
nteswarar Temple—previously submerged
in the Pannavadi reservoir area—has now
@agun to emerge.

Immanuel Sekaran' sB|rth
Anniversary:CM Vijayand
Other Leaders Pay Tribute

CHENNALI: Leaders, including Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Vijayand DMK President M.K Stalin, have paid tributeto the ma-
rtyrImmanuel Sekaran ontheoccasionofhisbirthanniversary.
OnhisX (formerly Twitter) page, Chief Minister Vijaystated,
“Onthebirthanniversaryofthemartyr Immanuel Sekaran
—whodedicatedhisentirelifeto the socio&economicuplift-
mentofthedowntroddenandtothe cause ofsocial justice—I
honorhimand paymyspirited tributes.
Thelegacy of sacrificeleft by Imm-
anuel Sekaran—who championed
equality and self&respect while | {
fighting for therepresentationand
rights of marginalized communit-

ies—isworthyofeternal praise. Let “
us pledgetodayto createasociety
freefrominequalityand to ensure

thatequalityand brotherhoodflourish everywhere, foll-
owingthe pathshownbythe martyrImmanuel Sekaran?”
DMK PresidentM.K. Stalinsaid, “Thisisthebirthannive-
rsaryof the martyr Immanuel Sekaran, who fought for the
abolition of the caste systemand forequal treatment forall.
Itwasour ‘Dravidian Model’ government thatissued orders
tocelebrate thisdayasan official state eventand honored his
memorybyconstructingamemorial hall forhim?”

Hestated, “Letusall uniteand work towards establish-
ingequality, following the path of Immanuel Sekaran, who
foughtagainstboth Britishdominanceand caste&based
oppression.” AMMK General Secretary TTV Dhinakaran
remarked,

“Today marks the birth anniversary of the martyr
Immanuel Sekaran, who courageously raised his vo-
iceagainst casteatrocities and social injustices, and
who steadfastly fought throughouthislife to uphold
therights of the oppressed and ensure social justice.
Onthisdayofhisbirth,letushonorand paytributetothe
sacrificeand the struggle for social justice of Immanuel
Sekaran—amanwho dedicated himselfto the rights of
the oppressed with the noblevision of creatingasociety
rooted inequalityand brotherhood, transcending caste
andreligiousdivides.”

Rahul Gandhito Visit

Chennai Tomorrow
Interactionwith College

Students Planned

NEW DELHI: Rahul Gandhihasbeen touringthe coun-
trytomeetstudentsandlisten to their views, the challenges
theyface,and their demands. As part of thisinitiative, he
willattendan eventin Chennaiwhere hewill hear stude-
nts’ opinionsonvariousissues, including the education
system, examinations, and employment opportunities.
The TamilNadu Congress Committeeis makingarrange-
mentsforthisevent.

Ithasbeenannounced that parentsand teachers
mayalso participate alongside the college students. Th-
osewishingtoattendareadvised toregister in advance.
Rahul Gandhiisscheduled toarrivein Chennaibyflight
tomorrowmorningand plans to meet with senior functio-
naries of the Tamil Nadu Congress party. Reportsindicate
thathewillhold discussions regardingthe currentpolitical
situationin TamilNadu duringhisvisit.




ILocaI 09.10.2026 OutStation 10.10.2026

- sy
Chief Minister Awards Cash Prize

to Asian Games Medalists

CHENNATI: Chief Mi-
nister Vijaytoday awarded
cashprizestoathletesfrom
Tamil Nadu who excelled
andwonmedalsatthe Asian
Gamesand the Chess Olym-
piad;healsohostedabang-
uet forall the participants.
The Asian Gamesrecently
concludedinJapan. Athletes
from Tamil Nadu particip-
atedinvariouseventsand
performed exceptionally
well,amassingasignificant
number of medals.

Notably,inathletics, Vidya
Ramrajwonthreemedals—
gold, silver,and bronze. In
cricket, Kamaliniand Wa-
shington Sundar won gold
medals. Otherachievements
includedabronze medalfor
Paranika Elangovaninpole
vault,abronze for Abinaya
Rajarajaninathletics,and
silverand bronze medals for
Vishalinathleticrelayevents;

intotal, theathletessecured
19 medals. Through these
achievements, Tamil Nadu’s
athletesmade theirmarkon
theinternational stage. Cash
prizeshad previouslybeen
announced forthemby Chief
Minister Vijay.

Now that the compet-
itionshave concludedand
theathleteshavereturned
to TamilNadu, afelicitation
ceremony—featuring the pr-
esentationof cash prizesand
abanquet—washeldtodayat
aprominentprivatestarho-
telin MRCNagar, Chennai.
Athleteswhoparticipatedin
thegamesattended theevent.
ChiefMinister Vijaypresented
cashprizestothemedal win-
ners. Athlete VidyaRamraj,
whowon threemedals (gold,
silver,andbronze) and broke
PT.Usha’s42&year&oldrec-
ord,wasawardedanincentive
prizeofI55crore. Similarly,

prizemoneywasawardedas
follows:X80lakhtoathlete
Vishal;375lakheachtocric-
keter Kamaliniand cricketer
Washington Sundar; and
T60lakhtoathlete Baranika
Elangovan. Incentiveawards
werealsogiventoothermedal
winners. Furthermore, players
whotriumphedatthe Chess
Olympiadin Samarkand—i-
ncluding Praggnanandhaa,
Gukesh, Divya Deshmulkh,
and Vaishali—participatedas
specialinviteesandreceived
prizemoney. Specifically, Gu-
keshand Praggnanandhaa,
whowonsilver medals, were
awarded315lakheach,while
Savitha Shriand Vaishali,who
wonbronzemedalsatthe Chess
Olympiad, received310lakh
each.Itisnoteworthythata
total of38.57 crorein prize
moneywasdistributed tothe
medal&winningathletesat
thisevent.
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Draft guideline values for Pudukkottai district placed for public

PUDHUKOTTAI Tamil

Nadu Stamp (Constitution
of Valuation Committee for

Revision of Market
Value Guideline of
Properties) Rules,
2010, and following
- theguidelinesand

instructionsissued
by theInspector General of
Registration, Chennai (Ref.

S Estimation, Publicationand No.29590/12/2026, dated

|n;spect|on Objectlons andsuggestions may be submitted within 15 days

District Collector Aruna

18.07.2026),adraftguideline
hasbeenpreparedtorectify
discrepanciesintheexisting
guidelinevalues acrossrev-
enuevillagesin Pudukkottai
district. Thisdrafthasbeen
madeavailable for publicin-
spectionatkey government
offices, including the offices

ofthe Revenue Tahsildar
and Sub&Registrarsin Pud-
ukkottaidistrict. The public
isrequested to submitany
objections or suggestions
regarding this draft within
15daysto the Valuation Su-
b&Committee, headed by
the District Collector, either

inpersonorbypostatthefo-
llowingaddress: Valuation
Sub&Committee, District
Registrar (Administration),
Officeof the District Registr-
ar, Pudukkottai District. This
information wasannounced
byDistrict Collector Mrs. M.
Aruna,l.A.S.

“ICEisrottentoits core”: NYC Mayor Mamdani
slams federal agency after Bronx shooting;
claims presence of 5 yearoldin car

NEW YORK: New York
CityMayor Zohran Mamd-
anion Thursday (local time)
accused USImmigrationand
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
of operating with impunity
afteramanwasshotbyfederal
agentsinthe Bronx,alleging
thatafive&year&old child
wasinside the vehiclewhen
theagents openedfireina
crowded residential neigh-
bourhood.

AccordingtoFox News,
while addressing the press,
Mamdanisaid that the sho-
otingtookplaceataround 4
pm (localtime) on Thursday
inthe Marble Hill neighbo-
urhood,addingthatsever-
aldetails surrounding the
incidentremained unclear.

“History will always remember the DMK’s contribution
tothe Metro project” Stalmexpressesprlde

CHENNAIL: DMK Pres-
identM.K. Stalin hasstated
thathistory willalwaysre-
member therole played by
the DMK governmentin
the Chennai Metro project.
Inastatementregardingthis,
henoted: The Chennai Metro
projectwaslaunched during
Karunanidhi’stenure—when
IservedasDeputy Chief Mini-
ster—with financialassistance
from Japan. We expedited
thesecond phase of works,
whichhadstalled duringthe
subsequent ATADMK regime,
immediatelyafter the DMK
governmentassumed officein
2021.Eventhoughthe Central
Governmentsshareoffunds

remained unreleased for over
threeyears,andamidstasevere
financial crunch, we carried
out theworkwithoutinterr-
uptionbyspendingatotal of
%18,564 crore—comprising
311,762 crorefromthe State
Governmentsown fundsand
6,802 crorethrough foreign
loanassistance. Ourrequest
wasaccepted,and the Central
Government’sfinancialapp-
rovalwassecuredin October
2024. Wehave madeevery
effortto openthiscorridor
bytheend 0f2025. However,
theinauguration could not
takeplaceasplanned dueto
adelaybytheRailwayBoard
ingrantingapproval for the

signaling system, followed
bythe enforcementofthe
Model Code of Conduct for
the Assemblyelections.Ifeela
senseofmaternal prideasthe
ChennaiMetroRail project—a
‘child’ Inurturedand brought
to fruition over the years—
finally takesits first steps.
Justasnoonecoulderasethe

Madurai's Veeramani Swamped with Orders
After Posting Address foraFree Sweet Box

MADURAL: Veeramani,
apopularfigureonInstagram
hailing from Madurai, hasbe-
enreceivingaflood ofonline
orders—specificallyviathe
‘Cash on Delivery’ metho-
d—over the past few days.
Consequently, multiplede-

livery personnelhavebeen |

arrivingathishome simu-
Itaneously, presentingbills
andaskinghimtoacceptthe
goods. Shockedandalarmed
by thissituation, hereleased
avideo expressinghisexas-
peration, exclaiming, “Wh-
ataterrible ordeal thisis!”
Hehadrecently posted his
homeaddressonsocial me-
dia,hopingtoreceiveafree
boxof sweets.
Thatwasallittook;outof
spite, some netizens began
placingrandomonlineorders
tobedelivered tohisaddress,
effectivelyusingthesituation
toharasshim.Inthevideo,a
distraught Veeramanilaments:
“Youhopelesspeople...Ibeg
ofyou,’'m practicallyatyour
feet—pleasestop placingor-
ders.Ican’tevenlookatmy
phoneanymore. Itsaproblem
whetherIswitchitofforkeep

3 d
iton...Ijustcan’ttakeit! How
many ordersareyou placing?
Whendid you place them,
andwherearetheycoming
from? AllTwanted wasabox
ofsweets,and nowI'msuffe-
ringlikethisbecauseIshared
myaddress.

Idon'twanttoaskany-
thing of youanymore. Just
stop placing orders; that’s
allTask. A million thanks
toyou—itwouldbeagood
deed. Willyoupeople ever
be okay? You lunatics, you
crazyfools... Myblood pre-
ssureisshootingup,andI'm
alreadyonmedicationforit!”
Veeramani’slamentis cert-
ainlyjustified,asamassive
volumeofitemskeepsarriving
simultaneouslyvia cash&-
on&delivery. One person
ordered atelevision worth

21,68,999

1,69,000, whileanotherwent
asfarasorderingacannon.
Atonepoint, heevenbroke
downinfrontofan Amazon
deliverypersonwhoarrived
athishome. Manywhohave
watched thevideoarecomm-
enting, “Would peoplereally
gotosuchlengthsjusttoexact
revengeonsomeone?” Mean-
while,anetizen commented,
“Atfirst,itseemed funny. But
thishappensinallhisvideos.
Itisthe delivery personnel
who suffer because of this.
He deliberately revealshis
addressinthevideosand
films people from distant
locations placing ‘Cashon De-
livery ordersjustforaprank”
Regardless, Veeramani has
become completely fed up
with the constant stream of
onlineorders.

historyofthe Valluvar Kottam
—conceived by Karunanidhi
in 1976—even though the
DMK governmentwasdism-
issedbeforeitsinauguration,
historywillalwaysremember
therole played by the DMK
governmentinthe Chennai
Metroproject. Thisiswhat
shestated.

Healleged that ICE agents
surrounded themansvehicle
before openingfire,atatime
whenschoolhadjustended,
and families and children
wereon thestreet.

“ICE agents surround-
edthe man’s vehicle before
openingfire. They wore co-
nstruction vests and masks
that concealed their faces.
There wasno reasonable
way toidentifythemasICE
agents. Schoolhadjustgotten
out. The street was crowded
with familiesand children.
When ICE agents opened
fire,a 5&year&old child,a
5&year&old child, wasinthe
backseat of the car. Thank
Godthatchildis physically
unharmed,” Mamdanisaid
duringthepress conference.

“We know that ICE is
rotten to its core. Today’s
shootingisonlyfurtherde-
vastating confirmation of
what we havelongknown,
whichisthat ICE operates
withimpunity, thatthey sow
chaosandterroracrossour
country, thattheyhavekilled
far more of our neighbours
thantheycouldeverhave
claimedtosave,” headded.
Mamdanialso said hehad
spenttwo hours speaking
with US President Donald
TrumpandSecretary Mullen
tonegotiate thereleaseofthe
injured man, butthediscu-
ssions were unsuccessful.

“Forthe pasttwohours, I
havebeen onthe phonewith
President Trumpand Secre-
tary Mullen negotiating the
release ofthemanICE agents
shot. Thosenegotiations were

unsuccessful. Justmo-
mentsago, ICE putthe
maninanunmarked
vehicleand whisked
himaway. Letme say
this plainly: whatha-
ppenedtodaywasan P
outrage,” Mamdani
said,accordingto Fox
News. '
The US Depart-
ment of Homeland |
Security (DHS) said
federalagents were
attemptingtoarrest
aman from the Do-
minican Republic
when theshootingoccurred.
Accordingto Fox News, the
New York Police Department
(NYPD) confirmed thatits
officerswerenot presentatthe
sceneduringtheencounter.
Earlier on Thursday (lo-
caltime), the New York City
Mayorhad called foranend
toall ICE enforcement op-
erationsinthecity. Inapost
onX, hesaidearlyreports
indicated that agentshad
surrounded themananda
five&year&old childinside
the carbefore firingmultiple
rounds. “Thisisan unconsci-
onableandincrediblyserious
situation. I have called the
President; when we speak, I
willdemand thatheendsall
ICE enforcementactionsin
our city.
Iwillnotstand by while
ICEagentsterrorize our co-
mmunities. Our thoughtsare
withtheinjured New Yorker
and his family tonight. We
are praying for hisrecovery,”
Mamdaniaddedinthepost.
Callingfortheagencytoleave

thecity,hesaid, “GetICE out
of ourneighborhoods. Get
ICE outofourhospitals. Get
ICE offour streets. Get ICE
away fromour children” He
concludedthe postwith the
words, “AbolishICE”

Meanwhile, ICE saidin
apostonXthattheincident
occurredatapproximately 4
pmET on October 8, when
itsofficers were conducting
anoperationtoarrestaDo-
minican Republicnational
withaprior criminal convi-
ctionforgrandlarcenyand
multiple previous arrests.
Theagencyalleged that the
man had associations with
the Trinitarios gang.

ICE said an officer dis-
charged aweapon during
theincident, injuring the
individual,and that officers
immediately provided medical
assistance. “Theindividualis
aliveandatalocal hospital.
The FBIand HSIare onthe
scene. Theincidentremains
underinvestigation. More
information willbe shared

asitbecomesavailable,” the
agencysaid.ICEalsocriticised
sanctuary policies,arguing
thattherelease ofindividuals
itconsiders dangerousma-
kesenforcementoperations
moreunpredictableand puts
officersand the publicatrisk.

Following the shooting,
anti&ICE protesters gathered
outside NewYork&Presbyt-
erian Allen Hospital, where
theinjured man wasbeing
treated,accordingtothe New
York Post.

Thenewspaper reported
thatdemonstrators called for
ICEtoleavethecityandthata
briefconfrontationoccurred
whensome protesters push-
edagainstpolicebarricades.
Atleastone protester was
arrested, thereportsaid. A
CBS News analysis found
thattherehavebeenatle-
ast 30 shootingsinvolving
Department of Homeland
Security officers during the
second Trump administr-
ation, some of which have
been fatal.

Telangana Considers Adding Pending Trafhic
Fines (Totallng %925 Crore) to Electricity Bills

HYDERABAD: The
Telangana government is
planningto collect 3925
croreinoutstanding traffic
violation fines from moto-
ristsbyadding theamou-
ntto their electricity bills.
Motorists must strictlyad-
hereto trafficregulationsto
preventroadaccidents. The
Supreme Courtrecently
advised state governments
thatthedrivinglicenses of
habitual offenders could be
revoked. Furthermore, the

Courtsuggested thatoutst-
andingfines couldbe collec-
ted through electricitybills.
InTelangana, 3.7 crore traf-

ficviolations wererecorded
between January 1,2024,and
August15,2026. Thisaverages
outto 12]akhviolationsper

? month, 39,400 per day,
' and 27 per minute. In
Telangana finesamou-
& ntingto1,332.42 crore
haveaccrued over the
past32months;
however, only25%
oftheviolatorshave pa-
id the finesso far. An
outstanding balance
 0f3925.77 crorerema-
insunpaidin thestate.
The Telangana Transport
Departmentis currently
deliberatingonhowtoinc-

orporate these outstanding
finesinto theelectricitybills
of therespective violators.
Traffic violations include
speeding, jumping traffic
signals, riding withouta
helmet, failingto wearaseat-
belt, drivingagainst the flow
oftraffic,and usingamobile
phonewhiledriving. Many
believe that merely collec-
ting fines from violatorsis
insufficientand that their
drivinglicenses shouldalso
berevoked.

Supreme Court Orders Display of Drivers’
Names and Photosin Rental Vehicles

gp—

P

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Courthasdirected the DelhiPolice
toensurethatrental vehicles disp-

layaboard containing the driver’s
nameand photograph, asameas-
ure to ensure the safety of women.
The Supreme Courthastaken*suo
motu* cognizanceoftherisingnumber
4 ofsexual crimesagainstwomenand
~ girlsin Delhiand the National Capi-
3 talRegion (NCR). Whenthe matter
cameup for hearingbeforeabench
comprising Justices].B. Pardiwala
andK. Vinod Chandran, thejudges

orderedanimmediateincreasein
police patrollingacross Delhi. They
specificallyemphasized theneed to
intensifysurveillanceinareassuchas
educationalinstitutionsandlocations
pronetocriminalactivity. Theyordered
thatdriversandassistants workingin
governmentand privatebuses, cabs,
taxis,and auto&rickshaws mustbe
mandatorilyverifiedandregistered,
andthatadisplayboard containing

theirnamesand photographs mustbe
placed where passengerscanseethem.
Furthermore, thejudgesordered
actionagainstunauthorizedliquor
shopsand measuresto preventthe
illegalhanding over of vehiclesto ot-
herdrivers; theywarnedthatifthese
ordersarenotproperlyimplemented,
the Delhi Police Commissionerand
the ChiefSecretary would be held
personallyaccountable.
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Rs. 10,000 fine for rainwater stagnation at
business premises: Minister Arunrajwarns

nister Arunrajhaswarned
thatafineofRs. 10,000 will

beimposed onlargebusi-

ness establishmentsifthey
negligently allow signific-
antamounts of rainwater to

stagnate on their premises. |

A special medical camp for
fever prevention, organized
bythe Chennai Corporati-
on, was held yesterday on
Gangaiamman Koil Street
in Vadapalani.

Health Minister Arun-
rajinspected the camp. He
visited homesintheareato
checkondengue prevention
measuresand distributed aw-
arenessleafletsto the public.
Speakinglater, he stated that
effortsto eliminate mosquito
breedingsitesarebeingun-
dertakenasacrucial partof

CHENNAI:HealthMi- _

dengue prevention measures,
and public cooperation is
absolutely essential for this.
Everyoneshouldinspectthe
interiorsand surroundings
oftheirhomes, particularly
theterraces.
Pleaseremoveanyitems
whererainwater could stagna-
te—suchasdiscarded vessels,
smallcontainers, lids, grinding
stones, or unused flowerpots.
Large establishments, con-
struction companies, and

21,655 Dengue cases reportedm thelast10months

ki ofDengue were confirm-

major corporate entities that
negligentlyallowrainwater to
accumulate on their premises
willfaceanimmediate fine of
%10,000. Repeated violations
willresultinadditional fines.
The Chennai Corporation
hascollected fines totaling
%7.501akhin the last two
monthsalone.
Fineshavealsobeenim-
posed onhouseholds that
failedtotakecorrectiveaction
despite multiple warnings.

In TamilNadu, 21,655 cases

edbetween January 1 and
! October 7; ten people have

!lost theirlivessofar,and 301

N /), i o
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individuals are currently
undergoing treatmentas
inpatients. He stated that
3,700 mosquito control
workershavebeen deployed
bythe Chennai Corporation
alone for mosquito eradic-
ation operationsin thecity.
Corporation Commissioner
G.S.Sameeran, Deputy Com-
missioner (Health) Thackeray
Shubham Dnyanadeorao,
Central Region Deputy Co-
mmissioner H.R. Koushik,
and Additional Director of
Public Healthand Preventive
Medicine Sampath,among
others, participatedin this
inspection.

DSP Jaffer Siddique Arrested
Following Wife’s Complalnt of Abuse

RAMANATHAPURAM:
Jaffer Siddique servesasthe
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) for Paramakudi
inRamanathapuramdistrict.
Hiswife, Shobana, reportedly
lodgedacomplaintwith the
Vellore police on August4th,
alleging thatherhusband had
assaulted her.

Based on this com-
plaint, the Vellore police

registered acaseand con-
ducted an investigation.
Theinvestigation confirmed
theallegations.
Subsequently, the Vellore
CB&CID police visited Pa-
ramakudi, questioned DSP

Jaffer Siddique,andsearched - -~

hisoffice.
Meanwhile, the Tamil

Jafter Siddique fromservice.

abuse, DSP Jaffer Siddique
wasarrested by the CB&CID
policelastnightandlodged
in Vellore Central Prison.
Thisaction was taken
after hiswifelodgeda co-
mplaint with the Director
General of Police (DGP),

"alleging thathe had tort-

ured and abused her and

NaduHome Secretaryis- Followingthesuspension maintainedrelationships
suedan order suspending overhiswife’scomplaintof with multiplewomen.

Dispute Over Cooking Permission for
Festlval Atop Thwuparankundram Hill

. |

MADURALI: A controv-
ersyhasarisenregardingthe
traditional practice of cooking
and distributing *Kathamba
Sadham* (mixedrice)todev-
oteesduringthe *Vel Eduppu*
(Spear&Retrieval) festival,
scheduled to take place today
atopthehillatthe Arulmigu
Subramania Swamy Temple

in Thiruparankundram, Ma-
durai. Acommotionensued
asmembers of the public
engagedinanargumentin
frontofthetempleentrance
afterthe Departmentof Arc-
haeologyreportedly denied
permission to cookfoodon
thehilltop.

Itis customary for the

*Vel Edup-
L, pu*festival
% tobeheld
annuallyat
theKasi Vi-
swanathar
Temple—I-
ocatedatop
thehill—in
B8 conjuncti-
¥ onwiththe
 *Purattasi*
month fes-
. tival of the
Arulmigu
Subramania Swamy Temple.
The practice of cooking *Ka-
thamba Sadham* on thehill
using traditional methods
and distributingitto dev-
oteeshasreportedly been
followed forages. Accordi-
ngly, permission wassought
to cook food on the hilltop

forthisyear’sfestivalas well.
However, the Department
of Archaeology reportedly
denied permission to cook
foodonthehillandimposed
seven conditionsregarding
the matter.

Thishascreated an obsta-
cletothetraditional cooking
anddistribution of *Kathamba
Sadham*to devoteesduring
thefestival. Following the de-
nial of permission, members
of the publicarguedin frontof
thetempleentrance, creating
atenseatmosphereinthearea.
Meanwhile,apleahasbeen
filed atthe Madurai Bench
ofthe Madras High Court
seeking permission to cook
food onthehilltop. Thereis
considerable anticipation
regarding the decision the
courtwill take on thismatter.

Odisha: Patient Dies After Oxygen Cylinder
Explodes mAmbuIance Two Seriously Injured

ODISSA:InOdisha’s Ma-
yurbhanj district, a patient
beingtransported for medi-
caltreatmentdied tragically
onthespotafteran oxyg-
encylinderinsideaprivate
ambulanceexploded witha
loudblast. Twoindividuals
whoattemptedtorescuehim
sustained serious injuries.
SujoshParik (35),aresident
of Kundabhaivillagein Ma-
yurbhanjdistrict,had been

admlttedto the UdalaSub&-
divisional Hospitalduetoa
severebloodinfection. His
family decided to transfer
himtoaprivate hospitalin
Bhubaneswar foradvanced
treatmentand hiredaprivate
ambulance forthejourney.
Around 8:45 PM yesterday
(Thursday), the patient was
loadedinto theambulance.
Whenthedriveropenedthe
cylindervalve toadminister

oxygen,an unexpected
gasleakoccurred,igniting
afireinsidethevehicle.
Asthefirespreadrapidly,
— theoxygencylinderinside
theambulance exploded
o withaloud noise. The
force of the blast blew

= theambulance’sroofoff,

sendingitflying about
40 feetaway. The amb-
ulance was completely
engulfedinflames,and
the patient, Sujosh Parik, was
burnttodeathatthescene.
Twoindividuals—SaratPra-
dhanand Masi Munda—su-
stained severeinjurieswhile
strugglingtorescuehim. They
wereimmediatelyrescuedand
admitted to Udala Hospital.
Uponreceivingtheinform-
ation, fireservice personnel
arrived and extinguished
the firethathad broken out

intheambulance. Theinci-
dentcausedshockand panic
amongthose presentonthe
hospital premises. The Udala
policehaveregisteredacase
regardingtheaccidentand
are conductingathorough
investigationinto theexact
cause ofthe cylinder explosion
andanysafetylapses.
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Awardforsix Flydubaipassengers
Israel to present Presidential Medal to Indian
pilot Smit Machar following his recovery

JERUSALEM: SixIsraeli
passengerswerehonored with
awardsforthwartinganattack
onaFlydubaiflight;Israelalso
planstopresentaPresidential
medaltotheIndian pilot, Smit
Machhar, onceherecovers.
Indian pilot Captain Smit Ma-
chhariscurrentlyrecovering
afterthwartinganattackbyhis
co&pilotinside the cockpit
ofaFlydubaiflight, thereby
savingthelives of 174 pass-
engersand crew members.

Despite sustaining serious
injuriesfromanattackbythe
co&pilot—Hammam AI&H-
ammamifrom Oman—the
Indian pilotmanagedtoopen
thecockpitdoor.
Thisactionenabled Israeli
passengerstoenterthe cockpit
andsubduetheattacker. Israeli
PresidentHerzogpresented
acivilianbraveryaward to
sixIsraeli passengers—Tali
Manes, Zvika Manes, Yaniv
Hayun, Dr. Shota Musayev,

AsafRazuan,and Bartilov—
fortheirroleinpreventingthe
hijackingattempt. President
IsaacHerzogstated thatthe
Indian pilotwouldalsoreceive
anaward upon hisrecovery.
Speakingattheaward cere-
mony, theIsraeli President
said: “Through their courage
and presence of mind, these
heroes prevented a catastr-
ophicairdisasterthat could
haveshaken theworld,saving
174 preciouslives.” Today,

the six Israeli passengers
were honored with awards.
Weextend ourheartfelt wishes
foraspeedyrecoverytothe
Indian pilot, Captain Smit
Machhar.

“Captain Smit&McHar-
d’svalorand couragehelped
avertamajor disaster. Once
hehasrecovered,itwillbemy
privilege to presenthim with
the Presidential Award for
Valoronbehalfofthe people
andcitizensofIsrael,” hesaid.

Third Phase of Measures to Reduce
Onion PrlcesI 700 Tonnes Procured

CHENNALI: Minister for Cooperati-
ves, Gandhiraj, inspected aconsignment
of 700 metric tonnes of onions—pro-
cured from the National Cooperative
Consumers’ Federation (NCCF)—at
thefreight railway terminalin Tondia-
rpet, Chennai, today (09.10.2026) and
inaugurated the process of selling them
through fair price shops. A statement
issuedin thisregardnotes the following:
Tocurbtherecentriseinthepriceofonio-
ns—anessential commodity—in Tamil
Nadu andto ensuretheir availability to
the public atfair prices, the Tamil Nadu

government hasinitiated
market intervention me-
, asurestoprocureonions
84 andsellthem through
* fairpriceshopsoperating
under the Cooperative
Department. Following
anannouncementmade
bythe Minister for Coop-
erativesinthe Legislative
il Assembly, arrangements

have been madefor the

third phase of sales: 1 kgofonionswillbe
soldatZT35per family card through 8,914
urbanfairpriceshopsandcooperativestores.
Accordingly, inthefirst phase, 910metric
tonneswereprocured throughthe National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Fe-
deration (NAFED) and 65 metrictonnes
throughthe National Cooperative Consu-
mers Federation (NCCF). Subsequently,
inthesecondphase, 1,414.33 metricton-
neswereprocuredthrough NAFED and
460metrictonnesthroughthe NCCE In
continuation ofthis, and consideringthe

sustained demand and positivereception

fromthepublic, measureshavebeentaken
toprocure 700metrictonnesofonionsfrom
theNational Consumer Cooperative Feder-
ation(NCCF)asathirdphaseandsellthem
throughthe cooperativesector’sfairprice
shops. Accordingly, today (09.10.2026),
the Minister for Cooperation, Thiru Ga-
ndhiraj, inspected the consignment of 700
metrictonnesofonionsprocuredfromthe
NCCFatthe Goods Railway Terminalin
Tondiarpet, Chennai, and inauguratedthe
salesoperationsthrough fair priceshops.
Throughthisinitiative, the Government
of Tamil Nadu has ensured the contin-
ued availability of onions at reasonable
prices—particularly for poorand midd-
leerclass families—therebyalleviatingthe
financialburden caused by risingonion
prices. Officials from the Department of
Cooperation, including the Additional
Registrar (Consumer Affairs) Thiru Dh-
arbagaraj, and representatives of coope-
rativesocieties werepresent at theevent.
Thiswasstated intherelease.

US Bans 8 IT Companies, Including Tata and
Infosys, from Green Card Appllcatlons

WASHINGTON: The
USgovernmenthastaken
actiontobareightmajor
IT companies—including
Tata ConsultancySer-
vices (TCS),Infosys,and
HCL—fromthe Green
Cardprocess,whichallows
foreignemployeestoobtain
permanentresidencyinthe
United States. Thismove
createscomplications for
thousandsofIndianIT pro-
fessionalsworkinginthe US
whoareseeking permanent
residency.
Sinceassumingoffice,US

Workersremoved a Hindinameboard fromthe area
featuringamodel ofthe Big Temple atthe Thanjavur
railway station.

President Donald Trump
hasconsistentlyempha-
sizedapolicyof prioritizing
Americanworkers. Conse-
quently, theadministration
isrigorouslyreviewing
practicesregardingthe
hiringofforeign workersto
safeguard employmentop-
portunitiesfor Americans.
Aspartofthisinitiative, spe-
cificcompanieshavebeen
barred from participating
inthe PERM (Program
ElectronicReview Manage-
ment) process,whichisthe
system for permanentlabor
certification.
Eightcompanies—Mic-
rosoft, Adobe, Cognizant,
Infosys, Tata, Wipro, HCL,
and Capgemini—havebeen
affected by thismeasure.
The USgovernment
hasstated thatitwillneither
acceptnew PERMapplica-
tionsfrom thesecompanies
norprocessapplications
thatarecurrentlypending.
A GreenCardisthedocu-
mentthatgrantspermission
toreside permanentlyand

worklegallyinthe United
States. The PERM process
isacrucialstep forforeign
workersseekingtoobtain
aGreen Cardbasedon
employment. Under this
process, thecompanymust
demonstratethatthereis
aninsufficientnumber of
qualified U.S. workersfor
thespecificjoband thathir-
ingforeign workerswillnot
adverselyaffectthewages
andworkingconditionsof
U.S.workers.
ManyIndianIT
professionalsworkingin
theU.S.onH-1Bvisasare
intheprocessofobtaining
Green Cardsthrough their
employers. Thiscurrent

.fneasure éould delay‘;he

Green Cardapplication
processesforemployeesat
affected companies, poten-
tially creatingadditional
complications—partic-
ularlyforthosewhohave
beenwaitingalongtimefor
permanentresidency. How-
ever, thisbanwillnotresult
intherevocationof Green
Cardsthathavealreadybeen
issued, norwill H-1Bvisas
beautomaticallycancelled.
Nevertheless,becauseacru-
cial pathwayto permanent
residencyisbeingimpacted,
uncertainty mayarisere-
gardingthelong-termstay
andemploymentofIndian
workersinthe U.S.
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