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15,000 police personnel deployed
in Chennai ahead of PMModi’s visit

3
CHENNAI: Prime Mi-

nister Narendra Modi will

bearrivingin Chennaito-
morrow (October11).

5layersecurity, drones banned fromflying

Hewillinaugur-
_ atethe 14.64kmlong
" Poonthamally&V-
adapalani stretch,
whichisapartofthe
Chennai Metro Rail
Phase2 project. He
will then travel with
Chief Minister Vijay
from Poonthamally
toPorurinthe metro train.

He will also meetand
interact with the founders
of over 10 leading start&up
companiesoperatingatIITs.
Later, the Prime Minister will
inaugurate the ‘Musician
Ilayaraja Centre for Music
Learning and Research’.
He will dedicate various
national highway projects
to the nation and lay the

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim quoted the
Thirukkuralin the Malaysian Parliament

KUALA LAMPUR A
video of Malaysian Prime Mi-
nister Anwar Ibrahim quoting
the*Thirukkural* duringhis
addressin the Malaysian Par-
liamenthasgoneviral online.

While presenting the budget
for2027in Parliament, Pri-
me Minister Anwar [brahim
cited the *Thirukkural* to
illustrate the qualities es-
sential for a great nation.

He quoted the *Thirukku-

I ral*verse:

p— W

“Thallavilaiyulum thakk-
aarum thaazhvila/Selvarum
servathunaadu” (A nationis
oneblessed with abundant
harvests, virtuous people,
and wealthy citizens who
donotfalterintheirduties).
Thisvideoisbeing widely
sharedacrosstheinternet.

i) The Malaysian Prime Mini-

sterholds deep affection for
Indians, particularly Tamils,
and holdsthe*Thirukkural*
inhighregard.
Duringthe2023 budget
presentation, hehad previ-
ously quoted the *Thirukk-

ural* verse:

“Iyattralum eettalum '

kaathalum kaatha/ Vaguth-
alumvallaarasu” (A capable
ruler is one who excelsin
generatingrevenue,accu-

mulating wealth, protecting

it,and distributing it wisely).

Itisalsonoteworthythat .

during the 2024 budget pr-
esentation, he quoted and
explained the meaning of
the *Thirukkural* verse:
“Urupasiyum ovaappiniyum
serupagaiyum/ Seraa thiy-
alvathunaadu” (A nationis
onefreefromseverehunger,
incessant disease,and hostile
enemies).

CMVijay plans tomeetAndhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naldu inVijayawadaonOct.13

CHENNAI: Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister Vijayis
scheduled to meet Andh-
raPradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naiduin Vi-
jayawada on October 13.
Under the Telugu Ganga
Projectagreement, Andhra
Pradeshisrequiredtosupply
12TMCofKrishnariverwater
toTamilNaduannuallyatthe
stateborder.

However,asof October

9thisyear, TamilNaduhas ofwater. Furthermore, the
received only2.251 TMC AndhraPradeshgovernm- otherministersduringhisvisit.

Powerful earthquake in Panama

entistakingstepsto const-
ructdamsonriversflowing
from that state into Tamil
Nadu. ChiefMinister Vijay
isvisiting Vijayawada on
the13thtohold discussions
regardingtheseissuesandto
consultonriverinterlinking.
Reportsindicatethathe will
meet ChiefMinister Chand-
rababuNaidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan,and

7.7 recordedonthe Richterscale

PANAMACITY: A pow-
erful earthquake struck the
Central American nation of
Panama. Measuring7.7 on
theRichterscale, the quake
caused damage to houses
and buildings. A tsuna-
miwarning wasissued but
subsequently withdrawn.
The US Geological Survey
reported thatthe earthqu-
ake’s epicenter waslocated
atadepth ofapproximately
12.6kmunderground, near
LaPitalosainthe Herrera
province along Panama’s
southern coast.

Tremorswere feltacross
the country, including in
the capital, Panama City.
Followingtheinitial quake,

more than 40 aftershocks Followingtheearthquake,a amiWarning Center later
occurred, causing people tsunamiwarningwasissued withdrewthealertafterthe
torush outoftheirhomes forPacificcoastalnations, situationstabilized. Noinfo-
inpanicand seek refuge
inthestreets.
Consequently, flight
services were tempora- f;
rily suspended. Metro
railservicesin the capital
werehalted,and schools
and colleges were clos-
ed. Power outages were
reportedinvarious parts
of the country.
Officials stated that
the Panama Canal—a
world&renowned trade
routelocated approxim-
ately203kmfromtheepicent- includingPanama, Colom- rmationregardingcasualties
er—remained unaffectedand bia,and Mexico. ortheextentof damagehas
continuedto operateasusual. However,the USTsun- beenreleasedso far.

foundation stone for new
projects.

Underthe ' Amrit Bharat’
scheme, the Prime Minister
willalso inaugurate projects
worth Rs. 700 crore, inclu-
dingthe upgraded Palani,
Paramakudi, Namakkal,
Amba Samudhiram, Vel-
lore Cantonment railway
stations, 3 railway flyovers

inthe Coimbatore region
and a23 km new railway
line between Karaikkaland
Peralam.

Notonlythat, heis going
ona ‘roadshow' fromthe
airportto the Parangimalai
military stadium, near the
Saidapet Justice Halland to
Anna University.

15,000 police personnel

willbe deployed for security
during the Prime Minister’s
visitto Chennai. Five&tier
securityarrangements ha-
vebeen made. For security
reasons, Meenambakkam,
Guindy, Kotturpuram, Po-
rur, Nandambakkam and
theroutesalong which the
Prime Minister will travel
havebeendeclaredred zo-

nesonthe 11th.

In addition, the flyi-
ngofdrone camerasand
unmanned aerial vehicles
intheseareashasbeenba-
nned. All areas where the
Prime Minister visits have
beenbroughtunder police
surveillance. Not only this,
the policearealso engaged
inintensive vehicle checks
onthosestayinginlodges,
hostels, and hotels,and on
majorroads.

Rahulisbecomingamajor threatto
democracy |tseIf BJP strongly condemns

NEW DELHI: The BJP
has strongly condemned
Leader ofthe Opposition
Rahul Gandhi for making
statements regarding his
meeting with the President
thatare factuallyincorrect
and politically motivated.
Leaders ofthe INDIA’ alli-
ance—including Congress
President Mallikarjun Kha-
rge, Lok SabhaLeader ofthe
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
and Trinamool Congressle-

E ﬁ.ﬁ?.&.fl‘

ader Mamata Banerjee—met
President Droupadi Murmu
inpersonandsubmittedame-
morandumallegingirregula-
ritiesand vote theftinvolving
the Election Commission.
Speakingtoreportersafter
themeeting, Rahulsaid, “The
Presidentneither denied nor
questioned ourallegations of
votetheft.
Thiscameasagreatsurp-
risetome. Sheaccepted our
complaintand asked usto

o/

submitevidence; wearerea-
dytoprovidethatevidence”
BJP spokespersonand Rajya
Sabha MP Sudhanshu Triv-
ediissuedasharprebuttalto
Rahul’sremarks. He stated,
“ThePresidentisnotmerely
anindividual;sherepresents
thenation’shighest const-
itutional office. Rahul has
distorted the facts of what
actually transpired during
themeeting.

His account is a fa-

' Isehood driven entire-

ly by political motives.
“Initially, the Congress spun
talesabout Electronic Voti-
ngMachines (EVMs) being
hacked.

Now, theyallegeirregu-
laritiesin the Special Sum-

g ~ mary Revision (SSR) of the

electoralrolls. Both claims
cannotbetruesimultaneously”
Iftherearedoubtsregarding
electionresults, the Congress
hasalegalwindow of45 da-
ystofileaformal challenge.
Itwouldbeappropriate for
themtoapproachthecourt
andlodgeacomplaint.
Distorting the details of
themeetingwith the President
and engaginginamalicious
campaignagainstthe Chief
Election Commissioner only
demonstrate that Rahulis
becomingamajorthreatto
democracyitself. Hemade
theseallegations.

Rahul Gandhi Arrives in Chennai; Congress
Functionaries Accord Enthusiastic Welcome

CHENNALI:Leaderofthe
Oppositionin Parliament,
RahulGandhi, hasbeenenga-
gingwith studentsaffected by
issuessuchasirregularitiesin
theIndianeducationsystem,
exam paper leaks (including
NEET), rising tuition fees,
andunemploymentthrougha
programtitled ‘Voice of Stud-
ents’ (Maanavargalin Kural).
Havingpreviously conducted
this programin citieslike
Kota (Rajasthan), Puneand
Nashik (Maharashtra),and

SANTIAGO Cars we-
re sweptaway by muddy Heavyrainshavebeenlas- video capturing this scene
flash floods in Chile, le- hingSantiago,thecapitalof has goneviral. A state of em-

Indore (Madhya Pradesh),
Rahul Gandhiisscheduled
toaddressstudentstodayat
Island Groundsin Chennai.
Hearrived at the Chennai
airportat12:30 PMtodayto
attend theevent.

Congress party memb-
ersaccordedhiman enth-
usiasticwelcome. From the
airport, heisproceedingto
theresidence of Chief Mi-
nister Vijayin Neelankarai.
Vijayissettohostalunch for
Rahul Gandhithere. Subse-

quently, thetwoleaderswill
holdsignificantdiscussions.
Itisunderstood thatvarious
matters, includingthe curr-
entpolitical climate, maybe

MuddyFIashFIoodsmChlle Cars SweptAway

Chile,anditssurrounding
areasover the pastfewdays,
causingfloodingacrossva-
rious partsofthecity.
Floodwaters surrou-
nded homes, residential

| complexes, and other bu-

aving six people 1n)ured

ildings, disrupting normal

- life. Amidstthis, torrents of
| muddywater surgedalong

theroads, sweeping away
vehicles,including cars. A

dehberated durmg thisme-
eting. Reportsalso suggest
thataprivate one&on&one
meetingbetween Rahuland
Vijayisplanned.

ergencyhasbeendeclared
intheLas Condesarea. Six
peoplesustained injuriesin
incidentsrelated to theflo-
oding, whichalso sawwater
levelsrisealongriverbanks.
Consequently,
operationstosafelyeva-
cuateresidentsin Santiago
areunderway. Landslide
warningshavebeenissued
fortendistricts,and autho-
ritieshaveadvised the public
toremain cautious.
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Today horoscope

~ Youwillachieve thingsby speaking tact-
fully Those who have cheated youbyborrow-
ingmoney will return the money. Old goods
willbesoldinbusiness. Donotrejecttheadvice
ofyour partners.

Everyonewillappreciate your frank
speech. Therewillbe happinessin the family.
Yourinvolvementinspirituality willincrease.
Youwillattract customersbyusing newstrate-
giesinbusiness. Your superior willappreciate
youintheoffice.

Confusionwillbe eliminated and there will

74 wbealivelyatmospherein the family. Youwill speak
7 clearlyabout whatis onyour mind. Relatives will
supportyou. Your career willbe successful. Debts
willbecollectedinbusiness. You will giveimpor-
tance to the opinionsof your partners.

Therewillbeasuddeninfluxof moneyand
influence. A broken vehicle willbe fixed. Some
peoplewillbuyanewvehicle. Thefearin their
mindswill disappear. Business willbe some-
whatprofitable. Youwill tryto move theshop to
anotherlocation. Theworkload in the office will
decrease.

Youwill gethelp from your siblings. You
‘willenjoybuying the thingsyoulike. Cooper-
ation fromyourspousewillincrease. Youwill
buymodernelectronicdevices. Your career
willbesuccessful. Old debtsinbusiness willbe

collected.

Youwillhear good news through friendship. You will
beimmersedinoldhappymemories. Partnersinajoint
venture willbe supportive. Youwill turnyour

4!‘ & shopintoaplacewhere people gather. Your
respectand honorwillincreasein the office.

Itisbetter to avoid anger. There maybe
confusionregarding your daughter’s mar-
riage. Be considerate of family members. You
needtobe careful with your vehicle. There will
beprofitsinbusiness. Donotinterferein the
affairsof othersin the office.

Youwillbehappywith anunexpected
influx of money. Relatives will start speaking
inyour favor. Your influence in external circles
willincrease. Youwill try to expand your busi-
ness. Getused tobeingin theofficeand doing
your own thing.

Youwill enjoy buying the things you want.
Youwill thinkabout the future of your children.
Youwillexpandandbuild yourancestralhouse.

m Youwill meetyourloved ones. Youwill complete

! yourworkattheoffice. Business will flourishand
youwillmakeaprofit.

Youwill meetrelativesand old friends.
Familymemberswillacceptyour suggestions
andactaccordingly. There willbe cash flow. Dues
willbe collectedinbusiness. Your superior will
appreciateyouintheoffice. Avoidinterferingin
otherpeople’saffairs.

Youneedtobecarefulinyourspeech.
Theremaybea conflictof opinion withyour
family. Youwillincur expensesforavehicle.
Youwilltakeimportantdecisionsregarding

yourancestralhomeafter consultingwith your
siblings. Youneed tobe calminbusiness. The
workloadattheofficewillincrease.

Youwillactwith excitementtokeep your
word. Itisbettertoavoid anger. Expensesinthe
family willincrease. Youneed to payattentionto
your health. There willbe profitsinbusiness. Do |+ 1
notholdanygrudgesagainstanyoneintheoffice. |

Gujarat: 7 Killed in
Truck-Vehicle Collision

PM Modi Expresses

Condolences

KUTCH: Seven people were killed in a collisi-
onbetweenatruckandanother vehiclein Gujarat.
Atruckwastravelingtowardsarenewable energy park
near Khavdain the Kutch district of Gujarat.

A pick&up vehicle, carrying more than 20 wor-
kers, was approaching from the opposite direction.
Unexpectedly, the two vehicles collided head &on.
Chavda, the Sub&Inspector of the Khavda police stati-
on, stated that the pick&up vehicle was mangled in the
accident; seven workers trappedinsidelost their lives.
Thebodiesofthe workers trappedin the vehicle were
retrieved usinga crane. Twenty people wereinjured and
havebeen taken for medical treatment.

A casehasbeenregistered at the Khavda police station,and
aninvestigationinto the cause oftheaccidentisunderway.
Prime Minister Modihas expressed his condolences for
thosewholosttheirlivesintheaccidentand wished the
1n)ured aspeedy recovery.

Ayoungmantragically died onthe spotafterbeing
attacked by awild elephantthathad strayed from
theforestnearKotagiriinthe Nilgiris district.
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Events unfoldingin Delhi evoke memories
of the Emergency-M.K. Stalin

CHENNAI: DMK Pres-
identM.K. Stalin has stated
thatthescenesunfoldingin
Delhibringback memories
ofthe Emergency. Congress
membersand parties wit-
hinthe INDIA allianceare
protesting to demand the
resignation of ChiefElecti-
on Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, allegingthatheacted
in favor of the ruling party
duringthespecialintensive
revision oftheelectoralrolls.

A massive protest org-
anized by thealliance was
announced to take place
today at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi; however, the police
have denied permission for
it. Heavypolicesecurityhas
beendeployedtopreventany

outbreakofviolence. M.K.
Stalinremarked that the
crackdownunleashedag- %
ainsttheprotestersevokes
painful memories ofthe
Emergencyera.

In a statement re- §
garding this, he said:
“Thescenesunfolding =
in Delhitoday and the
crackdown unleashed ¥
againstpeaceful protesters
bringback painful memories
ofthe EmergencyerathatI
lived through. All political
leaders, students,and young
protestersdetainedin Delhi
andacrossthe country must
bereleased immediately.
Istrongly condemntheac-
tions of the governmentin
Delhi,whichisoperatingas

an extension of the BJP, for
unleashingpolicerepression
against protesting students.
The Central Government must
immediately haltattackson
youngpeoplewhoarepeace-
fully exercising their democ-
raticrightto protest. Dissent
isnotacrime;democracy
cannotsurvivebysilencing
thosewhoriseuptoprotectit.

- b ¢ , = e &
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Thedemand fortheresigna-
tion of ChiefElection Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumaris
non&negotiable” Beyondhis
resignation, all damage caused
totheinstitutional structure
oftheElection Commission
mustberectified,anditsin-
dependence and integrity
restored; thisiswhathasbeen
stated therein.

Skill development Ministry felicitates ‘TeamInd-
ia fOI‘hIStOI‘.IC WorIdSklllsShanghal performance

NEW DELHI: The Mi-
nistry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship hosted
afelicitation ceremony for
Team India’s young compet-
itors followingtheir historic
performance at WorldSkills
Shanghai2026, where India
secureditsfirsterever position
amongtheworld’stop 10, fin-
ishing 10th globally with six
silvermedalsand 20 Medals
for Excellence.

Speakingtoin Delhion
Friday, Chairman of Jindal
Steel & Power Limited (JSP-
L), Naveen Jindal, expressed
delight at India’s performance
andsaid he was confident th-
atthe countrywoulddo even
betterinthenextedition ofthe
competition.

“Ifeel absolutely thrilled
atIndia’sperformanceat the
World Skills Competitionin
Shanghai.Iwasthere with my
wife to see them perform, to
cheerthem.Iwasreally happy
thattheydidsowell... India did
sowell, andwemoved up from
thelast competition, where we
wereranked 13 allover. Now
wemoved up tothe 10thrank.
ThewaytheIndiangovtissu-
pportingskillstrainingin the

country, 'msurein the next
competition, we are goingto
doevenbetter...”Jindal said.
SmritiNambiar, India’s B-
estofthe Natiow’ awardeeanda
silver medallist at WorldSkills

Shanghai2026, spoke about
theoverwhelmingsupportshe
received after the competition
andherexperience of meeting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Speakingto ANI, Namb-
iarsaid, “Theamount oflove
andsupportI'vereceived after
the competition has been so
overwhelming. There have
beensomany peoplewho have
approached meand congrat-
ulatedme... It snotevery day
you cansaythat youhadthe
opportunitytomeet the Prime
Minister. Itwasreallyamazing
that he took the time to come
outandspeak tousandreally
givethatstagetotheskillsthat
wedeserve. Thekindness and
patiencewithwhich heintera-
ctedwithuswerereallylovely”

WorldSkills Shanghai
silver medallist Mehrunissa
Begumalso described meet-
ingthe Prime Minister as an
amazingexperience, saying
theinteractionmade the com-
petitorsfeel comfortableand

gavetheman opportunityto
sharetheirideasandlistento
hisexperiences.

“Itsanamazingexperience.
ILamstillrecoveringfrom the
highofthe medal and winning
at WorldSkills. Also, today we
met the Prime Minister, and
that was an amazing experi-
ence, to be honest. The aura
that he had when he entered
theroom...

weactually gotthe oppor-
tunitytotalk to him... Wefelt
comfortable around him and
feltreallyvery comfortablegi-
vingalltheideasandlistening
tohisexperiencesaswell. It was
wonderful,” Begum told ANI.

Thefelicitation ceremony
was also attended by Jayant
Chaudhary, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Skill
Development and Entrepre-

theparticipants shared their
experiencesduringthe comp-
etition. They expressed pride
inrepresentingtheir country
attheworldstage. Theparti-
cipantsdiscussed adaptingto
newtools, software, technical
systems and work processes
duringthe international co-
mpetition. They also spoke
aboutthework beingdone by
thegovernment towards skill
development, whichis helpi-
ngyouth.

Prime Minister congra-
tulated the participants for
representingIndiaontheglobal
stage. Heurgedthemto become
ambassadorsof skill developm-
ent. Hesaidthat practical skills
areasimportantasacademic
degrees. WorldSkillsis the
worldsleadinginternational
skills competition, bringing
together youngprofessionals
fromparticipating countries
andregionstodemonstrate ex-
cellenceacross awiderange of
vocationaland technical skills.

WorldSkills Shanghai
2026, the 48th WorldSkills
Competition, was held from
September22to 27,2026, at
the National Exhibition and
Convention Centerin Shang-
hai. Team India secured 10th
positionat the48th WorldSkills
Competition, Shanghai 2026,
winning6 Silver Medalsand 20
Medalsfor Excellence. Indiawas

neurship andthe Ministerof represented byitslargesterever

Statefor Education and senior

contingent of 70 competitors

officials of the Governmentof = participatingacross 63 skills.

India. Earlier on Friday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inte-
ractedwiththerepresentatives
of Team India at the WorldsS-
kills Competition, Shanghai
2026, at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg,
onFriday.
Duringtheinteraction,

Theinteraction was also
attendedby Jayant Chaudhary,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge)for Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship andthe
Minister of State for Educat-
ionand senior officials of the
Government of India.

Threepeople,includinga Saudi Airlines
pilot, werekilled inanattackby Houthi rebels

RIYADH: Threepeople,
includinga Saudia Airlines
pilot, werekilledinanattack
byHouthirebelsontheinte-
rnationalairportinRiyadh,
the capital of Saudi Arabia.
Acivilwarhasbeen ongoing
foryearsin Yemenbetween
government forcesand Ir-
an&backed Houthirebels.
Saudi Arabia&led coalition
forceshavebeen supporting
the governmenttroopsin

this conflict. Amidst this, L

Houthirebelslaunched —

missileand drone attacks

yesterday targeting the ‘King
Khalid International Airport
inRiyadh. The Saudigover-
nmentconfirmed thatthree
individuals, including Saudia

Airlines Captain Hamoud
Ali Al&Galthami, lost their
livesin theattack.
Additionally,apassenger
aircraft parkedattheairport
complexsustained damage;

however, it wasreported
thatthere wereno passen-
gersonboard at the time.
Debris from missilesinter-
ceptedand destroyed byair
defense forces caused minor

damagetoakinderg-
arten and a medical
complexin the city.
I Flightoperationswere
- { suspended forseveral
hoursduetotheattack,
andhigh tension prev-
ailedacrossthe capital.
Inretaliation, Saudi
coalition forceslaun-
chedintenseairstrikes
ontheairportinthe
Yemeni capital, Sana’a,
and onrebel positions;
, Houthisourcesrepo-

rted that two people
werekilled in these strikes.
With the conflictescalating
between the two sides, war
tensionsin the Middle East
havereachedacritical peak.
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ARun-Festin Rancthhree
Massive Records SetbyIndia

The Indian team has set three new
records ininternational T20 cricket.
In the second T20 match against the West
Indies, India amassed 249 runs for the
Toss of 5wickets in20overs. Explosive
batting performances by Sanju Samson,
Ishan Kishan, Shreyas Iyer, and Tilak
Varma propelled the team to this massive
total. However, the West Indies chased
down the target of 250 runs in 18.3 ov-
ers, securingavictory by 6 wickets.
Despite the disappointing Toss, by sco-
ring 249 runs, Indiaachieved three new
milestones ininternational T20 cric-
ket. This marked the first time India
scoredover 200 runs inaninternational
T20 match at Ranchi, settingahistoric
record for the venue. Previously, the
highest score recorded by India at this
stadiumwas 196 runs against Sri Lankain
2016; that record has now been surpassed.
Thisis the highest score Indiahas ever
amassed against theWest Indies inin-
ternational T20 matches. The previous
highest was 244 runs, scored against
theWest Indies in 2016. By scoring 249
runs, India has now set a new record.
No other team has achieved such a high
score against the West Indies inint-
ernational T20 cricket this year. The
previous highest score against the We-
st Indies this yearwas 225 runs, set by
South Africain January. India has now
Kroken that record.

PoliceInspector Arrested for
Accepting X5 CroreBribe

THANJAVUR: The CB&CID policearrested Police
Inspector Sukumaran following a complaint from the
Managing Director of ‘A to ZHospital regardinga35crore
bribe. A searchwas conductedathisresidence for sixhours.
Ramanisaresidentofthe easternside of 3rd Cross Street,
Rahman Nagar, Thanjavur. His son, Saravanan (37),runs
ahospitalnamed ‘A to Z’ on the Thanjavur&Vallam Road
inpartnership with othersandservesasits Managing Dir-
ector. Meanwhile,adisputearoseamongthe partners,and
onefactiontookvarious measures with theaim offorcing
thehospitaltoclose.

Inresponse, Saravananlodged a complaint with the
Thanjavur Medical College Police Station and subseq-
uently with the Trichy Central ZoneIG, Balakrishnan.
Theopposingfactionalsolodgedacomplaint with the IG.
Subsequently,acase wasregistered atthe Medical College
Police Stationagainst Saravanan, hispaternaluncleand Adm-
inistrative Chairman R. M. Bhaskaran,and Hospital Manager
Bhaskar under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
Followingthis, the Thanjavur Medical College policearrested
R.M.Bhaskaranunderthreesections,including the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act; he waslater released on bail.

Meanwhile, alleging thata high&ranking police of-
ficial wasacting with ulterior motives and abusing his
authorityinan attempt to oust them from the hospital,
arequestwas madeto transfer the case to the CB&CID...
Saravanansubmittedacomplainttothe TamilNaduDGP,
requesting that the matter be transferred to the police for
investigation and thatthe Director of the Directorate of
Vigilanceand Anti&Corruption (DVAC) be ordered to
takelegalaction againstan official who was unlawfully
interferingin thehospital’saffairs. An order was subse-
quentlyissued for the CB&CID police to investigate the
matter. Following this, the CB&CID police questioned
Saravanan, the Managing Director of A to Z Hospital.
Duringtheinquiry, he stated thatthe policehad actedin
abiased mannerregardinga dispute amongthe partners
and thatahigh&rankingpolice officialhad demanded35
croretoclearhimofthecase;hefurtherrevealed thathehad
handed over33.25crorein cashand¥1.75 croreviacheq-
uetothe policeside. Subsequently, the police conducted
mqumes withthe partners and several otherindividuals.

Inthe shops ofthe Thoothukud| bazaar the sale
ofvarious costumes and garlands—intended for
devoteestowearduringthe Dussehrafestival—is
proceeding briskly. Devotees are eagerly compet-
ingtopurchasetheseitems.




ILocaI 10.10.2026 OutStation 11.10.2026

SBIHETH
GOVERNMENT OF

Chennai: Theresults of the Maduranthakam and Dharapuram by-elections
have once againdemonstrated the pre-eminent position TVKholdsinthe minds
ofthe people. ChiefMinister Vijay described the outcome as a “victory against
personal attacks ofalow nature.”

Indian pilot Smith Macharawarded
bravery award by Israeh government

TEL AVIV:Indian pilot
Smith Machar,who prevented
aplanehijacking, isreceiv-
ingpraisefromall over the
world. In thissituation, the

thisregard.

Thesixpeoplewhosaved
the FlyDubaiplaneandits
passengerswereawarded at
aceremonyheldatthePre-
sidential Palacein Tel Aviv
yesterday.

Atthetime, President
Isaac Herzogsaid, “Israel’s

highestgallantryaward will

Israeligovernment’sheroic
actaward hasbeen presen-
ted to Smith Machar. Israeli
PresidentIsaac Herzoghas
madeanannouncementin

soonbe presented to Pilot
Smith Machar.Iwishhima
speedyrecovery.

Theaward willbe prese-
ntedtohimwhenherecovers
andreturnshome.”

Troubleinfixingunderground
sewer blockagein Tambaram

Jettradingvehiclesparkedfor 3 yearswithout
obtainingacertificateofsuitability

PALLAVARAM: The
underground tunnel project
isinoperationin Pallavar-
am, Chromepet, Westand
East Tambaramareasunder |
Tambaram Municipality.

Tocleartheblockagesin

theunderground sewersin E

theseareas, 2 Jetrodingveh-

icleswerepurchasedabout5 &

yearsago.Itissaid thatthese
vehicles werein operation
foronly2yearsatmost. After
that, they were parked near
the Pallavaram Taluk Office
withoutrenewingtheir cert-
ificatesof competency.
Similarly, avehicle was
parkedidlein Mummurthy

CJPFounder Abh

Nagar. Oneofthereasonsfor
thisissaid tobe thelack of
qualified driversto operate
thevehicles.
Socialactivistsallegethat
thepublicstaxmoneyisbeing
wasted as the vehicleshave
been parkedidlefor3years.
Iftheundergroundse-

wer gets clogged during the
monsoon, thereisarisk of
difficultyin clearingitimm-
ediately. Therefore, thesocial
activistshave demanded that
thesevehiclesberenovated
andFC.
Theyshouldbeputback

intouse.
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Indian envoy Dinesh Trivediattends Mahalaya

Newlindia

FLASH

celebrations at Dhakeshwari Temple in Dhaka

BANGALADESH:Indian
High Commissioner to Ba-
ngladesh Dinesh Trivedion
Saturdayattended Mahalaya
celebrationsat Dhakeshwari
Templein Old Dhaka.

Mahalayamarksthebe-
ginningofthe countdownto
DurgaPujaandisassociated
withtheinvocation of Godd-
essDurga. Theoccasionalso
markstheconclusion of Pitru
Paksha,aperiod dedicatedto
payinghomagetodeparted
ancestors.

Trivedi’s participation
comesamid India’s continu-
edemphasison constructive
engagement with Bangladesh
andstablebilateral relations.

On Wednesday, Ministry

'I.Ln

of External Affairs(MEA) sp- |
okesperson Randhir Jaiswal &
reiterated India’s commitment
topositiveand constructive =
engagementwith Bangladesh, {
withafocusonmutual growth
and prosperity. '

Addressingapressbr- [©
iefing on bilateral tiesand
regional cooperation, Jaiswal
saidIndia’sengagementwith &=
Dhakaremained centred on
thewelfare of peopleinboth
countries. “Our approach
towardsBangladeshistohave
positive, constructive,andfo-
rward&lookingengagement
withapeople&centricfocus
for mutual growth and pro-
sperity. Weremain focused

discussionswith Bangladesh Mahalaya,an occasion that

authorities,” Jaiswal said. heraldsthearrivalof Goddess
Meanwhile,thousandsof Durgaandtheapproaching

peoplegatheredonthestreets DurgaPujafestivities.

ofJorhatin Assamintheearly Theannual gathering

onthisobjective duringour

hours of Saturday to mark

reflectsthe town’slongstan-

=~ dingculturalandreligious

traditions, with devotees
observing the occasion
through prayers, hymns
andrituals.
Mahalayaholdssign-

2N ificance for devoteesasit
4l marksthetransition from

PitruPakshatotheperiod

-~ associated with thearrival
#8 of Goddess Durga. Italso

| signalsthestartofpreparati-
onsfor DurgaPuja,whichis

e celebratedacross Assamand

otherpartsofthe country.
InJorhatand otherparts
ofIndia, theearly&morning
observancehasbecomean
annual tradition, bringing
peopletogethertowelcome
thefestiveseason.

“Ishould have won 8 Nobel Peace Prizes”: Trump
slams Nobel Committee forawarding Navi Pillay

WASHINGTON:US
President Donald Trump
on Saturday criticised the
Norwegian Nobel Comm-
ittee forawardingthe2026
Nobel Peace Prize toIndi-
an&origin South African
juristNavi Pillay, claiming
thathedeserved thehono-
urforhisroleinresolving
conflictsacrosstheworld.

InalengthypostonTr-
uthSocialonFriday (local
time), Trump questioned
Pillay’scredentialsandac-
cusedherofbeingopposed
toIsrael, whilereiterating
hisclaim thathehadsettled
eightwarsand deserved
multipleNobel Peace Priz-
es. “Thisisthewomanwho
received the Nobel Peace
Prizeover the Great United
Statesof America, whose
Representative, ME, settled
eight Wars,and many other
things.Iknownothingabo-
utthiswoman,andneither
doesanyoneelse!” Trump
said. Headded, “Infact, to
thebestof myknowledge,
nooneeverheardofher
otherthanthefactthatshe,
veryobviously, hatesIsra-
el” Trumplisted eight con-
flictsthathe claimed tohave
settled, including Cambo-
diaand Thailand, Kosovo
and Serbia, the Democratic

ijit Deepke

Arrested Aboard Aircraft

NEW DELHI: A stir was
created when the Delhi Police
boardedanaircraftandarrested
CJPfounder Abhijit Deepke.
Allegationshavearisen that
ChiefElection Commissio-
ner Gyanesh Kumaracted
unilaterally regarding the
specialintensive revision of
theelectoralrolls.

Oppositionpartiesarede-
mandinghisresignation, clai-
mingthathis pro&government
actionsresultedinasituation
whereover 13 crorevoters we-
reunableto casttheirvotes.
The ‘Karappan PoochiJanata
Party’ (CockroachJanataPa-
rty)—whichhad previously
demanded theresignation
of Education Minister Dh-
armendraPradhanoverthe
NEET issue—hasnowtaken
up thismatteraswell. Inthis

context, members of the pa-
rtyarestaginga protesttoday
(Saturday)atJantar Mantarin
Delhi,demandingtheresig-
nation of ChiefElection Co-
mmissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Police have implemented
various precautionary me-
asuresto prevent protesters
fromentering Delhiand to
maintainlawand order.
Atotal of 25,000 police
personneland paramilitary
forceshavebeen deployed for
security dutiesatkeyDelhi
border pointssuchas Singhu,
Tikri,and Ghazipur. More
than 300 state&of&the&art
CCTYV camerashavebeen
installed at the borders to
monitor the movementof pr-
otestersand preventuntoward
incidents. Twelve temporary
detention centershavebeen

setup across thecityto
temporarily detainthose
attemptingtoenter Delhi
inviolation of regulations.
Roadsatthebordershave
been completely sealed
offusingcementbarriers,
iron spikes,and barbed
wirefencing.
Amidstthissituation,
reportsindicatethatyouths
and CJP supportersfrom
variouspartsofthecountryare
convergingon Jantar Mantar
toparticipateinthe protest.
Meanwhile, Delhi Policearre-
stedover 1,000 CJPsupporters
whohadarrivedattheprotest
siteintendingto demonstrate.
AbhijitDipkehadannounceda
protestin Delhistartingtoday,
demandingtheresignation
of Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. Hetraveled
from Mumbaito Delhitotake
partinthe protest. Immed-
iatelyuponlanding, Delhi
Policeboarded theaircraft
and arrested CJP founder
Abhijit Dipke.
Policeforciblyarrested
CJPmembers Abhijit Dipke,
SauravDas,and Ashutosh Ra-
nkafromamidstthepassenger
seats. Dipkewasarrested for

traveling from Mumbai to
Delhitostageaprotestinde-
fianceofaban;thepolicehad
denied permission forthe CJP
protestbecausenoformalap-
plicationhadbeen submitted.
Earlier, Abhijit Dipketold the
DelhiPolice, “Thavecomehere
tobearrested;arrestme” The
policeresponded, “No, thisis
notanarrest; please cooper-
ate,” asituation that caused
acommotionattheairport.

TIRUNELVELI: Onthe
occasion of Mahalaya Ama-
vasyain the Tamil month of
Purattasi, thousands of people
gathered alongthe banks of
the ThamirabaraniRiverin
Tirunelvelidistricttoday
(Saturday) to offer *Tarpa-
nam* (ritual offerings) and
payhomagetotheirancestors.
Itis customary for the public
to offer *Tarpanam* to their
ancestorsonthenewmoon
(*Amavasya*) dayofevery
month. Thereisaspecific
beliefthat performingthese

Republicofthe Congoand
Rwanda, Pakistanand In-
dia, Israeland Iran, Egypt
and Ethiopia, Armeniaand
Azerbaijan,andIsraeland
Hamas. “Isettled 8 Wars,
withlettersbeingsentfrom
everyPresidentand Prime
Minister from the countries
thatThelpedtothe Norwe-
gianNobel Committee,and
I’'mabouttosettle,orwin,
twomore, [ranand, Russia/
Ukraine, hesaid.

“Based onmyrecord
of PEACE, arecordlikeno
oneelsehaseverachieved,
Tagree!Igotbackallofthe
hostagesinIsrael,includi-
ngthefinal 28,bothliving
anddead,and worked with
HamastodoitNobody
believed thiswaspossible!”
Trumpadded, whileciting
hisother claimedachie-
vementsininternational
diplomacyandsecurity.

He furtherasserted that
hehadprevented Iran from
acquiringanuclear weapon
and claimedtohavehelped
avertconflictsinother
regions, includingtensio-
nsinvolving North Korea,
South Korea, Japan, China
and Taiwan. “Inactuality,
Ishould have won 8 Nobel
PeacePrizes,notjust1,”
Trumpsaid, referringto the
conflictshe claimed tohave
resolved. The US President
alsocriticised the United

Nations, sayingithadnot
helpedinresolvingthe
conflictshecited.

“Inall of the Wars that
Thavesettled, Ineverspo-
ketothe United Nation-
stheywereofnohelp, he
said. “The United States
of America, represented
byme,asyourPresident,
shouldhavereceived the
Nobel Peace Prize, but
didn’t. Thisisanindelible
stainon Norway, onethat
willneverbeforgotten,”
Trumpadded. Hefurther
declared thatthe Nobel Pe-
acePrizehadbeen “forever
discredited byahandful of
Radicalldeologueswhoare
Anti&Democracy,and En-
emies of Civilization!”

Trump’sremarks came
after Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharifreitera-
tedhissupportforthe US
President’s Nobel Peace
Prizebid. “Inrecognition of
hisoutstanding contribut-
ion, Pakistanhad nominat-
edPresident Trump for the
Nobel Peace Prize,” Sharif
said,addingthathehoped
Trump’seffortsto prom-
otepeacewouldreceive
recognition. Meanwhile,
the United Statesannou-
ncedadditional sanctions
againsttheInternational
Criminal Court (ICC) on
Friday (local time), citing
concernsover American

e

sovereigntyandthethreat
posedbytheinternational
judicialbody. Theannou-
ncementcameon thesame
daythe Nobel PeacePrize
wasawarded to Pillay.
Inastatement, the No-
rwegian Nobel Committee
said Pillayhad demonstr-
ated exceptional courage
andintegrityinadvancing
amore comprehensive
globallegal orderand had
playedasignificantrolein
ensuring thatwarcrimes,
crimesagainsthumanity
and genocide were pros-
ecuted. Pillay, aformer Uni-
ted Nations High Commi-
ssioner for Human Rights,
hasservedasajudgeon
South Africa’s High Court,
theInternational Criminal
Tribunal for Rwandaand

theInternational Criminal
Court.Shealsochaired the
UNIndependentInter-
national Commission of
Inquiryonthe Occupied
Palestinian Territoryuntil
recentlyandiscurrentlya

judgeattheInternat-
ional CourtofJustice
inthecaseinwhich
Myanmar standsac-
cused of genocide.
Inresponsetothe
India&Pakistan cea-
sefire, New Delhihas
consistentlydisputed
Trump’sclaimswhile
remainingsteadfast
inrejectingany exte-
rnalmediation.
Indiahasreiterated
thatthe ceasefireunderst-
andingduring Operation
Sindoorwasreached only
after Pakistan’s Director
General of Military Opera-
tions (DGMO) reached out
tohisIndian counterpart
torequestahaltin military
action.Indiahadlaunched
Operation Sindoor on May
7lastyearasadecisive, ta-
rgetedresponse to destroy
terrorinfrastructureacross
Pakistanand Pakistan&oc-
cupied Jammuand Kashm-
ir (PoJK). Theanti&terror
operationwas carried out
todismantleterrorbases
thatwereutilised to plan
thehorrific April 22 terrori-
stattackin Pahalgam.
Followingeffective Ind-
ianstrikesthatdismantled
keyterrorlaunchpads, the
operation was paused on
May 10afteraformalrequ-
estfrom the Pakis
taniside.
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PM chaired the valedictory session of the two-day National Departmental Summiton Women and Ch||d
DevelopmentatSushma SwarajBhawan, in New Delhi.

Offering Tarpanam to Ancestors on the Banks of the
Thamirabarani River for Mahalaya Amavasya

rituals duringthe* Amav-
asya* daysofthe Thaiand
Aadimonthsyields the
spiritual benefits of wor-
shippingone’sancestors i

throughouttheentireyear. ==

Similarly, itisabelie
among Hindus thatpe
rformingancestralrite

(*Thithi*) onthe Maha- =
laya Amavasyadayinthe ‘L

month of Purattasibrings §

blessingstoone’slineage WS

and future generations.
Inobservance ofthis, people
flockedtowaterbodiesacross

Tirunelveli districtfrom the
earlyhours oftoday—Ma-
halaya Amavasya—to offer

*Tarpanam* totheirancestors.
Large crowds gathered sp-

ofthe Thamirabarani
River,aperennialriver.
- Thousands assembled

Murugan Temple, took
holydipsintheriver,
and performedrituals
tohonortheirancestors.
. Likewise, largenumbers
1/ ofpeopletookholydips
andworshippedtheiran-
J cestorsatvariousother

.+ ¥ locations, includingthe

*Padithurai* (river ghat)
ofthe Vannarpettai Perach-

ecificallyalong thebanks iamman Temple.
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“Victoryindefeatfor DMK...defeatinvictory Vijayisthesolereason forthevictory
in the Maduranthakam constituency

forTVK” M K. Stalm sstatement

CHENNAI:Maragatham e
Kumaravel (Maduranth-
akam) and Sathyabhama
(Dharapuram)—who had
previously won on the ‘“Two
Leaves' symbolas ATADMK
candidates in the general
assemblyelectionsheld fi-
vemonthsago—haveonce
againemerged victoriousin
theby&elections, thistime
contestingas TVK candid-
ateson the ‘Whistle’ symbol.
Althoughafive&cornered
contesthad emerged, the
fierce competition was pri-
marilybetween TVK, DMK,
and ATADMK.

Whilekeyalliance partne-
rslike the Congress, Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK),
MDMK, CPI(M), CPI,and
theIndian Union Muslim
Leaguehad withdrawn from
the coalition, the DMK faced
thiselectoral battle with the
supportof partiessuch as
the DMDK, Manithaneya

Jananayaga Katchi,and Ma-
nithaneya Makkal Katchi.
Inthe general election held
for the Maduranthakam
constituency, Amulu Pon-
malar,the DMK candidate,
hadsecured 59,838 votes
and finished in third place.
Inthecurrentby&election,
although DMK candidatel.
Paranthaman faced defeat,
hesecured thesecond spot
with 54,008 votes.

The DMK candidatehad
garnered 30.18% of thevote
sharein the general elect-
ion, whereasin the by&e-

lection, the party secured

29.15%—markingavote
share decline of only 1.03%.
Inthe Dharapuram constitu-
ency, Indrani, who contested
onbehalfofthe DMKin the
general election, secured
second place with 64,373
votes, achievingavote sha-
reof32.20%. Inthecurrent
by&election, DMK candidate
Suganyaalsosecured second
place, polling 57,370 votes
withavoteshareof31.78%.

The DMK’svotesharedro-
ppedbyonly0.42% compared
tothegeneral election. The

DMK performedimpressi-

Bl velyin postal votingacross

both constituencies; DMK
candidatessecured 358 out
ofthe 864 postal votes cast
in the Maduranthakam
constituencyand 613 out
ofthe 1,316 postal votes
castin the Dharapuram
constituency.

Despitea weakening
inthe DMK’salliance str-
ength, its vote share remai-
ned unaffected; notably, the
party moved up from third
tosecondplaceinthe Mad-
uranthakam constituency.
Againstthisbackdrop, DMK
PresidentM.K. Stalinaddr-
essed the pressin Kodamb-
akkam, Chennai, regarding
the by&election results.
He remarked that, for
the DMK, this by&e-
lection represented a
“victorywithin defeat,” wh-
ereas forthe TVK,itwasa
“defeat withinvictory”

US Decides to Purchase Diesel from
Russia; Zelenskyy Furious

NEW DELHI:US President
Donald Trumphasagreed to
purchaselarge quantities of
dieselfrom Russiainaneffort
tocurbrising fuel pricesin
the United States. Ukraini-
an President Zelenskyyhas
expressed strongopposition
to this decision, criticizing
the movebynotingthatthe
revenue generated for Russia
would help sustain the war
against Ukraine. The conflict
between Russiaand Ukraine
hasbeen ongoing for over
fouryears. Although the US
hasmadevarious attempts
tobringthewartoanend,no
agreementhasbeenreached,
and the fighting continues.
Trump had previously criti-
cized nationslike Chinaand
Indiafor purchasingfuel from

Russia—therebyenriching
the countryand enablingit
tocontinuethe conflict—and

hadevenimposedheavytar-
iffsoncountriesthatbought
Russian fuel. However,ina
sudden turn ofevents, the
USitselfhasnowdecided to
purchasediesel from Russia.
Trumpstated that, followinga
telephone conversation with
Russian President Putin, Russia

agreed tosupplydiesel tothe
USandinternational markets.
Regardingthis, Trump said
thatmore than 300,000 me-
trictonnes of diesel would be
suppliedimmediately, with
anadditional 500,000 met-
rictonnestobedeliveredin
November.
Followingthis,anadd-
itional one million metric
tonnes of diesel will be su-

pplied. Hestated thathis
primary objectiveisto
lower prices, noting that
farmers, livestockowners,
andfreightvehicledriversin
the United Stateshavebeen
affectedbyrisingfuel costs.
Ukrainian President Ze-
lenskyyhasopposed this
decisionby Trump. Critici-
zingthemove, heremarked,
“Concessionsto Putin will
notbringpeace. Allowing
Russiato sell petroleum pr-
oductsisaninvestmentin
prolongingawar thatnee-
dstobebroughttoanend.”
He further emphasized that
instead of easing sanctions
against Russia, measures
shouldbetakento de&esca-
latetensionsbetween the two
nationsonareciprocal basis.

25% of Mill1s Closed; Risk
of Rising Rice Prices

TENKASI: Duetorising
production costs, 25 percentof
ricemillsin Tenkasidistrictha-
veshutdown. Thishascreated
ariskofricepricesincreasing.
Tamil Nadu consistentlyfaces
adeficitin paddyyieldeach
yearduetofactorssuchasun-
seasonal monsoonrainsand
the conversion ofagricultural
landsinto residential plots.
Consequently, privaterice
millsprocure paddyorrice
from other states to meet
demand.

Approximately 130 rice
mills were operatinginthe
Keelapavoorand Alangu-
lam blocks of Tenkasi dis-
trict; however, many have
suspended operationsover
the pastfew monthsdueto
escalating production costs.
C. Anbazhagan, President
ofthe Tenkasi District Rice

MillOwnersand Paddy&-
Rice Traders Association,
stated: “Paddy production
hasdeclinedbecause the ‘Kar’
season cultivation failedinthe
Deltadistricts, whicharethe
primarypaddy&producing
regions of Tamil Nadu.
Thegovernmentprocures
thelimited paddyproduced
herebutfailsto protectitpr-
operly,allowingitto get wet
intherainand go to waste.
Thiscompels private millsto
purchase paddyfromother
statesathigher prices.
Wehaveinstalled state&-
of&the&artmachineryinour
millsusing substantialbank
loans,and interestrateson
theseloanshaverisen. Elect-
ricity chargeshaveincreased
by 6 percentannually,and
fixed electricity charges for
Low Tension (LT) connec-

Tenkasi Mill Owners Urge Government fora Solutlon

tions have surged
from335t03170per
unit. Furthermore,
wehavetobringin & z==
workersfromother <
statesand provide
themwithfoodand
accommodation
tokeep the mills K&
running””

Rice production costs
haverisenduetofactorssuch
asthe5%GSTlevyon5kgand
10kgbags, theincreased cost
ofdiesel for operating gener-
atorsduring power outages,
risinglabor wages,and higher
transportation expenses.
In Tenkasidistrict,20t0 25 pe-
rcentofmodernricemillshave
shutdownduetoashortageof
paddy; escalatingproduction
costs,and theinabilitytomeet
loanrepaymentobligations;
asimilar situation prevailsin

Tanzanla isacou ntry Iocated in EastAfrica. Abus wastravellng from the capltal

city, Dares Salaam, tothe city of Mbeyain the early hours ofthe morning, carr-
yingmorethan 30 passengers. While passing through the Mbaraniareaonthe
Morogoro—Dar es Salaam national highway, the bus collided withanoncoming
lorry. Following the collision, the bus caughtfire, and 28 passengers tragically
losttheirlives afterbeingburnedtodeath.

otherdistrictsaswell.

The government must
providethenecessarysupp-
orttothesemillstostabilize
riceproduction. Otherwise,
productionwilldecline, lea-
dingtoanunavoidablerisein
prices.

CHENNAI: Maragatham
Kumaravel,the TVK candidate
who won the Madurantha-
kam constituency, spoke to
reporters, stating: “The pe-
opleofthe Maduranthakam
constituencyhavehanded me
a‘hat&trick’ victory. Iexpress
mygratitudefor this.

Chief Minister Vijayis
the sole reason for my su-
ccess; the peoplevoted for
meand ensured myvictory
because of his face.Thave
achieved this win despite

Maragatham Kumaravel speaks

facing various criticisms.

Membersofthe DMKand AI-
ADMKjoinedforcestospread
variouscriticismsagainstme,
citingmy earlier resignation
fromthe MLA post.

They conspired together
todefeatme, butthe people
ofthe Maduranthakam co-
nstituency thwarted those
efforts. Iwill fulfillthevarious
demandsoftheconstituency’s
residents, includingtherequest
foragovernmentartscollege.
ChiefMinister Vijay has pro-

misedtoimplementexcellent
schemes for the developm-
entofthe Maduranthakam
constituency. Since I have
remained close to the peo-

' v L W
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ple,theyharborednoill will
towards me. Iwill voice the
constituency’sdemandsin
the Legislative Assemblyand
ensuretheyaremet”

Brahmotsavam Festival: Tirupatiand
Tirumala Towns Aglowwnh llluminations

TIRUPATT: The towns of
Tirupatiand Tirumalaare daz-
zlingwithelectriclightdecora-
tionsin preparation forthe Sri-
variNavaratri Brahmotsavam.
The Navaratri Brahmotsav-
am festivalisbeingheldatthe
Tirupati Lord Venkateswara
(Ezhumalaiyan) temple for

ninedays, fromthe 12thtothe
20th. The Devasthanam has
madeelaboratearrangeme-
ntstoilluminate thetownsof
Tirupatiand Tirumalawith
electriclightsfortheoccasion.
Inspectingthesearrangem-
ents, the Devasthanam Joint
Executive Officer noted that

thenumber of devotees
expectedtovisitfordars-
handuringthe Navaratri
Brahmotsavamislikely
toexceed thecrowdsse-
enonregularholidays.
J Consequently, officia-
Ishavebeeninstruct-
edtoensureadequate
facilities are provid-
ed, keeping theinflux
of devoteesin mind.
Special decorativearches
havebeenerected toillum-
inate20locationsacross 14
roads—includingtheroute
from Tirupatito Alipiri—as
wellas 17keyjunctions (such
asGaruda Circleand Nandi
Circle)and Devasthanam&-

owned templesand buildings
inTirupatiand Tirumala. Key
locationsand eight parking
areasareaglowwith LED de-
corativearches, information
boards,and high&intensity
floodlights. Officials have
beendirected toensurethe
proper functioningofparking
facilities, sanitation, medical
services,drinking water, re-
strooms, *AnnaPrasadam*
(food offerings), security,
publicannouncementsyst-
ems, and signage. He stated
thatcoordinationamongall
departmentsis essential to
ensure thatdevotees canhave
acomfortableandhassle&free
darshan.

“Scoundrelsinstead of engaging in corruption,
they could go fromstreetto streetbegging!”

High Court Judges lash out

MADURAI: Duringthe
hearing ofacaseatthe Ma-
durai Bench of the Madras
High Court—whichsought
to transfer theinvestigation
intoa multi&crore rupee
fraudinvolving the Adi Dr-
avidar student welfare fund
tothe CB&CID—thejudges
remarkedsternlythatthose
involved mightaswellhave
gonebegging fromstreetto
streetrather than commit-
tingfraud againstastudent
welfarescheme.

Theyfurther questioned
whetheritwasappropriate for
governmentlawyerstoappear
onbehalfofcorruptofhicials
—usingpublictaxmoney—in
anattemptto shield them.
Additionally, the Madurai
Benchhasordered thefiling
ofadetailedreportregarding
thenumber of officials invo-
lvedin corruptionacrossall
governmentdepartmentsin
Tamil Nadu, theactions tak-
enagainstthem, thenumber
of casesregistered,and the
currentstatus ofthose cases.
Sakthivel, anative of Pathir-

akkudiin Sivagangadistrict,
filedapetitionalleginga ma-
ssive fraud involving32.35
croreinfundsallocated for
AdiDravidarhostel students
inthedistrict.

Heclaimed thatbetween
2017and 2023, fundsalloca-
ted by the government were
misappropriated by offici-
als—including Tahsildars
—instead of being credited
to the students’ accounts.
Although complaints were
lodged with the Revenue
Departmentand thepolice,
no properaction wastaken
againstmanyoftheaccused
Tahsildars;someevenrecei-
ved promotions,and District
Collectors permitted others
toretire. Arguing that the
police wereactingin favor
ofthoseinvolved in the mi-
sappropriation of crores of
rupeesmeantfor Adi Dravidar
students, hesoughtan order
transferringtheinvestigation
tothe CB&CID.

The case came up for
hearingbeforeabench co-
mprising Justices Velmur-

ugan and Ramakrishnan.
The Additional Advocate
General,appearing for the
government, stated thatin-
vestigating officershad been
appointed and the charge
sheethad beenfiledin the
trial court. Angered by this,
thejudges questioned when
the charge sheetregarding
the corruptionhad actually
beenfiled.

Theyremarked that of-
ficialsinvolved in such co-
rruption—stealing money
meant for Adi Dravidar st-
udents—mightaswellbeg
onthestreets; wassuch a
livelihood necessary for
them? Theyasked why such
“dogs” wereretainedinserv-
ice,noting that government
lawyersappearand speakin
supportofthe corruptusing
publictax money.

Expressingextremeanger,
thejudgestold the counsel to
goaheadandreportthatthe
judgehad used such harsh
language. Atthatpoint, the
governmentside... Whenthe
lawyerappearingfor the case

requested a three&month
adjournment, thejudges
remarked that while gov-
ernments may change, the
natureof government officials
remainsthe same; 99% of th-
emare prone to corruption.
Theyobserved thatsuccessive
governments tend to protect
corruptofficials, noting that
individuals whospecifically
seekemploymentin thisde-
partmentimmediatelyafter
their studies—often paying
bribesto secure the positio-
n—areboundtoengagein
corruption.
Thejudgesordered the
Tamil Nadugovernmenttofile
adetailed counter&afhidavit
providinginformationonthe
number of officialsinvolved
in corruptionacrossall go-
vernmentdepartments, the
actionstakenagainstthem,
thenumber of cases registe-
redand their currentstatus,
and the number of cases for
whichinvestigating officers
havebeenappointed. The
hearing was subsequently
adjourned for four weeks.

Fishermen Protest Against
Desalination Projectin Thoothukudl

THOOTHUKUDI:
Claimingthattheseawa-
ter desalination project
severely threatenstheir
livelihoodsand thetradi-
tionalshore-seine fishing
trade, fishermenstagedan
intense protesttodayby
anchoringtheirboatsatsea
near the Thoothukudiport
area. Thisdemonstration
hascausedastiralongthe
Thoothukudicoastlineand
withinthe portcomplex.
Constructionworkis
currentlyin full swing for
adesalination plant—de-

signed to process 60 million
liters of seawater daily—in
the Mullakkaduarea of
Thoothukudi. Fishermen
allege thatthedischarge

of wastewater from the
plantand the construction
activitiesin theseathreaten
tocompletely destroy the
traditional shore-seine
fishingindustry practiced
alongthecoast. Theyhave
alsoexpressed concern
thatmarineresourcesand
fishstockswillbeseverely
impacted.
Fishermenhadrefrained

fromventuringouttosea
overthepastfewdaysdueto
strongwinds.
However,asthewinds
subsided today (Satur-
day), theyreturnedtothe
water. While doingso, they
gathered with their fishing
boatsnearthe V.O.C.Port
inThoothukuditostagea
protestagainstthe project,
voicingtheirstrongopposi-
tiontothethreatitposesto
theirlivelihoods.
The protesting group has
demanded thatthe gov-
ernmentimmediately

=

nation projectandensure
adequate protection for the
livelihoods of traditional
shore-seinefishermen. Fol-
lowingthissudden protest

interveneto halt the desali-

atsea,

Coastal Security
Group personnelandthe
policehavestepped up
surveillanceto preventany
untowardincidents.
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