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Maduranthakamand Dharapuram
MLAstake oath beforethe Speaker

CHENNAI: The TVK
MLAswho won theby&elec-
tions forthe Maduranthakam
and Dharapuram constitue-
ncieswereswornintodayin
the presence of the Speaker.
Maragatham Kumaraveland
Sathyabhama, the TVK ca-
ndidateswho contested the
by&elections for the Madur-
anthakamand Dharapuram
constituencies, emerged
victorious. The results for
these by&elections were
announced on October9.
Subsequently,at the Chennai
Secretariattoday, Maragat-
ham Kumaravel (Maduran-

TVKStrength Risesto109

thakam)and Sathyabhama
(Dharapuram) took their
oaths of officeas Members
ofthe Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) inthe presence of
Speaker].C.D. Prabhakar.
Ministers Anand, Sengottai-
yan, Arunraj,and Rajmohan
were presentduring the sw-
earing&in ceremony. With
these two assuming office
as MLAs, the strength of
the TVKinthe Tamil Nadu

Legislative Assembly has

risento 109. Maragatham
Kumaravel (Madurantha-
kam) and Sathyabama (Dh-
arapuram) took their oaths
of officein the presence of
Speaker ].C.D. Prabhakar.
Speaker]J.C.D. Prabhakar
congratulated Sathyabama
and Maragatham Kumaravel
onassumingofficeas MLAs.
Withthe swearing&in ofthese
two TVKMLAs, the party’s
strength in the Legislative

Assemblyhasrisento 109.“I

express myimmense gratitude
tothepeople ofthe Madur-
anthakam constituency for
deliveringahat&trickvictory.
Ithank Chief Minister Vijay
forthe opportunityto contest
theby&election.
Opposition partiesenga-
gedinfalse propagandaand
spreadslander against us; this
false campaigning caused us
mentaldistress. Theyalleged
‘horse&trading, yetwe won
theby&election without pa-

The Deputy Chairman, RajyaSabha ShrlHarlvansh paysfloraltrlbutestoShrlShlvraJV Patil, former
SpeakerofLok Sabhaon hisbirthanniversary atParliamentHouse, inNew Delhi.

Udhayanidhi condemns the
house arrest of medical personnel

CHENNAI: Oppositi-
onleader Udhayanidhihas
issued a statement conde-
mningthe housearrest of
medical workers who had
planned to stage a protest.
Inhisstatement, he said:

“Istrongly condemn this
‘Shobha&model government
for placing medical workers
underhousearrest—workers
whohad come to Chennai
topress for demands such
asjobregularization—m-

uchlikehow ‘owners’arrest
youths heading to Delhi to
protestagainst electoral
irregularities.

Why is this ‘Reels gov-
ernment’ engaginginsuch
anarchy—arresting people
attheirhomesbefore they
canevensetoutto protest,
apracticeunprecedented
in scale—after casting to
the wind all the promises
made to medical workers
before coming to power?

Is ‘Change’ merely about
unleashingrepression on
any group—beitfarmers,
students, or nurses—pr-
otesting democratically,
withouteveninviting them
fordirecttalks?

The ‘Dummy Chief
Minister’ must step forw-
ardtoimmediatelyrelease
the multi&purpose work-
ers—who form thebackbone
of medical services—and
hold negotiations with them.

Turgethe governmentto
take action to fulfill their
legitimate demands.”

High Court Stays Final Decision on TASMAC
‘Reverse Vendmg Machme Tender

CHENNALI: The Madras
High Courthasordered the
TamilNadugovernmentnotto
takeafinal decisionregarding

thetender forinstalling reverse 3

vending machinesto collect
used TASMACliquorbottles.
A schemeto collectbottles
soldat TASMACliquor sh-

opsisbeingimplemented |8

acrossthestate for environ-
mental protection purposes.
Underthisscheme,atender
wasfloated on August 31 for
theinstallationand operation
ofreversevending machin-
esto collectempty bottles.
TheBottle Traders’ Welfare
Associationhasfiledacase
inthe Madras High Court
seekingastayonthistender.

Thepetitionstatesthatasingle
companyissettobeappoi-
nted for thistask across the
entire state.

Itnotes thatthe tender
documentspecifiesasev-
en&year contract, with a
provision for athree&year
extension. Thepetitionersha-

ve requestedthe cancellatlon
ofthetenderandanorderto
revisethetender conditions
toallowparticipationbyth-
osecurrentlyengagedinthe
businessof collectingempty
bottlesat the districtlevel.
When the case came up for
hearing before Justice N.

Senthilkumar, the Advocate

. General, representing the Tamil
. Nadugovernment,stated that

October22isthelastdatefor
submittingtender docume-

. ntsandthatthetechnicalbids

wouldbeopened thatevening.
Hefurtherstated thatthereis
nobaronanyonewho meets
thetender conditions from

~ participatingin thetender

process.
Subsequently, thejudge
ordered the governmentto
fileareportonthe number
ofparticipantsinthetender;
whilepermittingtheopening
ofthetender, thejudgedire-
cted thatnofinaldecisionbe
takenandadjournedthecase
toOctober26.

ying money for votes.

Theopposition’s false pr-
opagandafailedtoresonate
with the public. They dispa-
raged uswithoutregard for
thefactthat weare women.
Wewill certainly fulfill the
demandsofthe constituen-
cy’speople.Iwonentirelyon
the strength of votes cast for
“Thalapathy’ Vijay;” she said.
Sathyabamastated, “Heartf-
eltthankstothe peopleofthe
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thatwillsparkaresurgence

The people themselves tothewatercrisiswillbefound amongthe people of Tamil
Dharapuram constituency are celebratingthewinwith verysoon. Thisvictoryisone Nadu””

MLAs Maragatham Kumaraveland Sathyabama, whowon the by- electlon met ChiefMinister Vijayin per-
sonatthe ChennaiSecretariat. They presented himwithabouquetand received hisbestwishes.

UK-Indiatrade missionannounces over£1 billion

Innew deals, boosting jobs and investment

NEW DELHI: A major
UK trademissionto Indiahas
announced morethan GBP
1billionin new commercial
deals, includinga GBP 50
millioninvestmentin artif-
icialintelligenceresearchin
the UKandan expansion of
aviationservicesby Menzies
Aviation,asboth countries
seektostrengthentradeand
investmenttiesfollowingthe
implementation oftheirlan-
dmarkfreetradeagreement.

Accordingtoarelease
issued by the British High
Commission, theannoun-
cementcomesasa UK trade
delegation comprisingmore
than 100 businesses, the UK
Business Secretary, the Sec-
retaries of State for Scotland
and Environment, Foodand
Rural Affairs, seven mayors
fromnorthern Englandand
acombinedauthorityleader
arrivesinIndiatostrength-
entradeandinvestmentties
between the two countries.

Thelatestannounceme-
ntsbuild onthe momentum
generated by the UK&India
FreeTrade Agreement (FTA),
withnearly GBP 12billion wo-
rthofdealsannouncedssince
theagreementwassignedin
July2025.

Amongthekeydevelopme-
nts,Metafor Data Technologies

(MFD)hasannounceda GBP
50 millioninvestmentto fund
Alresearchinthe UK, while
UK&basedaviation services
company Menzies Aviation
isseeking to generate more
than GBP 600 millioninre-
venuethroughanexpanded
presenceinIndia. Thetrade
missionaimsto strengthen
commercial partnerships
across sectors, including
advanced manufacturing,
technology,aviation, educat-
ion,agricultureandfoodand
drink, whileopeningupnew
opportunitiesforbusinesses
inboth countries.

UK Business Secretary
Jonathan Reynoldssaid the
tradeagreementhad created
opportunities for regional
businesses, with northern
England’smayorsplayingakey
roleindevelopingpartnersh-
ipstodrivejobs,investment
andeconomicgrowth. “From
advanced manufacturingto
education, wewantto continue
todeepentieswith oneofthe
worldsfastest&growing econ-
omiestobringopportunityfor
businessesand consumersin
allcornersofboth countries,”
Reynoldssaid. Thedelegation
alsoincludesrepresentativ-
esfrom Scottish and British
foodanddrinkindustries,
includingthe Agricultureand

Horticulture Development
Board (AHDB),
theBritish Meat Processors
Association, Fever&Tree, Ke-
ndamil, the National Farmers’
Union, Salmon Scotland, the
Scotch Whisky Association
and Walker’s Shortbread.
Scotland Secretary Do-
uglas Alexandersaid thetr-
adeagreementwould create
opportunities for Scottish
exporters, particularly pro-
ducersofsalmonand whisky,
whileencouraginginward
investmentand supporting
employmentin Scotland.
“Scotland’s success in
markets like Indiais supp-
ortedbythestrength,reach
andinfluencethatcomefrom
being partofthe UK. Boos-
tingexportopportunities
andencouraginginwardin-
vestmentin Scotland means
realbenefitsbackathomein
economicgrowthandjobs,”
hesaid. Environment,
Foodand Rural Affairs
Secretary AngelaEagle said
the government was worki-
ngwith British farmersand
foodand drink companies
totranslate the agreement’s
commitmentsinto tangible
exportopportunities.
“We’reinIndiaalongside
foodanddrinkexporters, he-
Ipingthem showcasethebest

of British produce, buildnew
tradingrelationships, and
unlock theexportopportu-
nities forcommunitiesacross
the UK, shesaid. Duringthe
visit, Reynoldsisscheduled
tomeet Union Commerce
andIndustry Minister Piyush
Goyalinthenational capital
to co&chair the UK&India
Joint Economicand Trade
Committee (JETCO).

Hewillalso co&chairthe
UK&IndiaScienceand Inno-
vation Council with Minister
for Scienceand Technology
Jitendra Singh.

In Mumbai, the Business
Secretarywillmeet Maharas-
htraChiefMinister Devendra
Fadnavistodiscusscloserre-
gionaleconomiccooperation
andattendatrade marketplace
showcasingBritish products
andservices. Thevisitcomes
threemonthsafterthe UK&I-
ndiatradeagreemententered
intoforce.

Theagreementisexpected
toincreasebilateraltradeby
GBP25.5billionannuallyin
thelongterm,accordingto
therelease. The missionun-
derscoresthetwo countries’
effortstotranslatethetrade
pactinto newbusiness op-
portunities, export growth
and employmentacrossthe
UKandIndia.
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Today horoscope

Good news will come from abroad. You
willknow and fulfill the wishes and desires of
your family. Youwill nolonger spend money
onavehiclethatbreaks down frequently,and

youwillreplaceit.

Youwillenjoybuying newelectronic,
electrical appliances,and household appli-
ances. Youwill find peace of mind in your
family. Someone youhave been wanting to
seeforalongtime will comelooking foryou.
Therewillbeaninfluxof money.

You will pay off old debts with an unexpect-

\\Jﬁi edincome. You will feel the need to save. Your
children will behave responsibly. Your work-
load will decrease at work. Patienceis
neededinspeech.

Youwill discussimportant decisions
with your family. Your children will be sup-
portive. Friends who have moved away will
understand you. Old debtsinbusinesswillbe '\
collected. :

Therewillbealivelyatmosphereinthe
family. Youwill enjoy buying gold and silver
‘ornaments. Higherauthoritiesin the workplace
willtrustyouand entrustyou withsomerespon-
sibilities. Patienceis essential in matters.

Youwillbeunable to complete the work youhave
undertaken. Itisbetter notto getinvolved in useless

r‘ discussions. Donot makehastydecisionsin
._‘;.\“. &x business. Youshould handleimportant
‘ files carefully.

The cash flow will be satisfactory. Youwill

complete the payment of theamountyouhad
boughtinexchange foran emergency. Your
reputationamong your maternal relatives will |}
increase. Business willbe brisk. Old debts will

becollected. Itis good to maintain peacein the
office.

Closefamilyties maylead tounnecessary
expenses. There willbe resentmentbetween
husband and wife. Sudden trips will cause
restlessnessand restlessness. Workload will
increasein theoffice. Spiritual inclination will
increase.

There willbe happinessin the family. Youwill buy
artsupplies. The tension between siblings will go
away. Youwill getanewjob. Youwilltryto
expand your business. Your partners

willbe supportive.

I
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Youwillmake newplansfor futuredevelop- 4
ment. Youwill provideall possiblehelp tothose
who cometoyou. Youwill gain the friendship of
theauthoritiesand gain fromit. Youshould not
speaknegativelyaboutanyone.

Youwillresolve oldissues through peace-
fuldiscussions. Your children’s health will
improve. Youwill getexperienced employees
inbusiness. Your hard work willberecognized
inyour profession. Your spiritual pursuits will
increase.

Youwillbeseenanxiousduetothedelayin
theworkyouhaveundertaken. Itisbetter to give
intofamily matters. Even though there willbe
turbulenceinbusiness, there willbe profits. Care
shouldbetakenwhiletravellingby car.

Workoninstalling electric ifts
and | 0 escalators atTambaram
rallway statlon in fuII swmg

o

L

CHENNAI Railway officials announced that the work
ofinstalling9 additional electricliftsand 10 escalatorsat
Tambaramrailway stationisin full swing.

Tambaram Railway Stationisdescribed asone ofthe major
stations on the Chennai Division of the Southern Railway.

Atthisstage, workis underway toimprove passenger
facilities, including theinstallation of additional electric
liftsand escalators.

Regarding this, Chennai Railway Division officials
said: Consideringthe continuousincreasein passenger
trafficat Tambaram railway station, priorityisbeing given
toimprovinginfrastructurefacilities. The main objective
ofthe currentworksisto ensuresafe, convenientand uni-
nterrupted movementbetween platforms, overpassesand
theentranceand exitsections of the railway station.

Currently, 9additional electricelevatorsarebeingins-
talled. Thetargetisto puttheminto serviceby November.

The construction of 10 escalatorsassociated with the
newoverpassisalsoinfull swing. Thetargetistohavethese
inoperationbyDecember.

Atotalof 10electricliftsand 16 escalatorswillbein use
at Tambaram railway station, inaddition to the existing
facilities. This will significantlyimprove the accessibility
and passenger movement throughoutthe railway station,
theysaid.

—— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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‘Centralgovernment’s decisionto seat BJP
leader on ceremonial stage is abad precedent’

MADURAI ChiefMini-
ster Nirmal Kumarhasaccu-
sedthe Central government
of settingawrongand bad
examplebyseating BJP state
president Nainar Nagendhir
onthestageofafunction.
Speakingtoreportersat
the Maduraiairport, hesaid:
HowwasBJPstate president
Nainar Nagendran madeto

sitata central government
function held in Chennai?
Thisisawrongandbad exa-
mple. MLAsand MPsshould
notbemadetositonthestage
atafunction. Fromnowon,
thisshouldbeavoidedatfu-
nctions. The ChiefMinister
participatesin the central
government function cons-
ideringthe welfare of Tamil

Minister Nirmal Kumar alleges

Nadu The ChlefMlnlster
willnotseeanyone with his
facecovered.

Wearedependentonthe
central government for the
implementation of Tamil
Nadudevelopment proje-
cts,including the National
Highways Project.

For thisreason, when
the Chief Minister was cel-

ebratingthevictory ofthe
by&electionsin Bangerbar,
Tarapuram,and Madurai,
the Chief Ministerand the
Ministers posted messages
from the Chief Minister’s
Secretariatand extended
their congratulations. Thisis
usual. Thereareno children
orfriendsofthesonthere.
Inthepast,everythingwas
peacefulin Thirupparangk-
! untrawithoutany problems.
« Eversincethe BJP cameto
power,ithasbeendisturbing
thepeaceofthepeople. Hindus
and Muslimsused toworship
peacefullyon thehill. Strict
actionwillbetakenifthe BJP
wantsto disturb the peace of
thepeople. The BJP should
changeitscourse. Thereisa
power outage. We will take
all measures to rectify this.
Hesaid.

Attackon protestersin Delhi: 4 Hindu
organization members arrested

NEW DELHI: The De-
lhiPolice hasarrested four
people claiming to be me-
mbersofthe Hindu Raksha
Dalin connection with the
alleged assaulton students
and pushingand shoving
womenat DDU Marg du-
ringthe Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) protestin Delhi
on October 10.

Thearrestwas madeafter
avideo oftheincident went
viral on social media. The
video shows studentsbeing
assaultedand womenbeing
pushed. A policemanisalso
seennearby. The video was

shared onsocial media by

accountsaffiliated with the s

Youth Congress,

AllIndia Students’ Un- Bk

ionand CJP.

Noonefiledacomplai- &

ntinthisregard. However,
the policetookactionon ¢
their own after receiving
information thattheacc-
used mighttry to flee the
Delhi&NCRregion. The
protestwasheld with dem-
ands for the resignation of
ChiefElection Commissio-
ner Gyanesh Kumarandthe
cancellation of the Special
Immediate Revision (SIR)

of the electoral roll.

The policehad denied
permissiontoholdaprotest
at Jantar Mantar. Thousan-
dswere detained that day.
The Election Commission
hasbeenjustifying the SIR

process and denying the
allegations. The charges
againstthosearrested have
notyetbeenreleased. Itis
alsonotclear whether they
are officialmembers of the
organization.

Special WhatsApp number
announced toreportany shortages

CHENNATI: The §
Cooperative Depart- i

7,
menthasannounced ]E‘?f',.—-«-

thatthesaleofonionsat 1
Rs.35 perkghasbegun .
inrationshopsacross |
TamilNadu.
Thepricesofessenti-
alcommoditiesin Tamil |
Naduare continuously
increasing. In particular, the
common peoplearebeing
affected by therising prices
ofonions. Accordingly, in
ordertoreducetheburden
onthecommon people, the
Tamil Nadu governmentis
purchasingonionsandsell-
ingthemataffordableprices

throughrationshops.
Forthis,inthefirstphase,
910 metrictonnesofonion
were procured and sold by
the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Fe-
deration ofIndia (NAFED)
and 65 metrictonnesbythe
National Consumer Coop-
erative Federation (NCCF).

Inthesecondpha-
se, 1,874 metrictons of
¢, onionswerepurchased
from two companies
and offered for sale.
Followingtherespon-
g sereceived, the Tamil
Nadugovernmenthas
purchased 700 metric
tonnesofonionsfrom
theNational Consumer Co-
operative Corporationinthe
third phase for the public’s
needs. Thesearebeingsentto
thedistricts. 1 kgofonionis
beingsoldatRs.35perration
cardat8,914urbanrationsh-
opsand cooperative stores of
thecooperative department.

Accordingly, salesbeganon
October 10thaturbanration
shopsin Chennai.
Followingthis, salesbeg-
anyesterdayaturbanration
shopsand cooperative stores
inotherdistricts. Familycard
holders canavail onionsat
urbanrationshopsacrossthe
state. The public canreport
any complaintsregardingthe
saleofonionsatrationshops
oranyothergrievancesonthe
dedicated WhatsApp number
9600561969.
Apressreleaseissued by
the Cooperatives Department
statesthatappropriateaction
willbetakenagainstit.

Kerala:Three people,including
women,die after car hits motorcycle

KOCHLI: Three pe-

diedtragically without

Manarrested for causmg drunken accident

ople, including two
women, died after acar
collidedwitha motor-
cyclein Kerala.
Devika (21), Gop-
ika(22)andljaz(21),
whoworkatahand-
icrafts stallin Kochi,
Kerala, had gone on
amotorbiketo have
tea at midnight the
day before yesterday.
After havingtea, they
were returningto their place.
While traveling on the
road near Nedumbassery, a

luxury car comingat high sp-
eed crashedinto a motorcycle.

Threepeople were thrown
ontotheroadandseriously

m]ured Those present on the
sceneimmediately rescued
them and admitted them to
thehospital. However, allthree

anytreatment.
SuhailSajeev (19),
ayouthwhowasdriv-
ingat highspeed and
causingtheaccident,
was caught by the on-
") lookers and handed
overtothepolice. Initial
' investigation revealed
N that hewasdrivingat
", highspeed whileint-
- 1 oxicated and caused

theaccident.

Thepolice have arrested
him, registered a caseand are
conductingan investigation.

s
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70foottall Durga Goddess
made from 15,000 cement
bagsatAdaniplant

Adan‘i Cement has Taunched a series
of Navratri and Durga Puja celebrations
under the theme ‘Jahan Vishwas, Vahan
Shakti’. As part of this, it has creat-
ed agrandidol of Goddess Durga using
15,000 cement blocks at its Kaimor cement
manufacturing plant inMadhya Pradesh.

Thiswork of art, measuring 70 feet ta-
11 and 70 feet wide (4,900 square feet),
was created using 15,000 Ambuja cement
and ACC cement bags weighing 750 tons.
When viewed from the ground, the cement
blocks appear as individual, precisely
stacked units, but when viewed froma hi-
gher vantage point, known as the ‘aerial
view’, they appear as agigantic formof
Goddess Durga.

Adani Cement has released a short film
on social media that showcases this ar-
tistic journey andits stunningaerial
view, completewith backgroundmusic and

Kmot'l onal visuals.

Large quantity of arms
explosives se1zed from
Jammy and Kashmir cave

SOPORE:Policehaveseized alarge cache ofarms,
ammunitionand explosiveshiddeninanatural mount-
ain caveinthe Camp Serhar forestnear Soporein Jammu
and Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Based onintelligenceinputs, thepolice conducteda
searchinthe Camp Serhar forestareainthe Bomaiarea.
Inanatural cavethere,ablueplasticbarrelandabagwere
foundhiddenunderalargerock. Thebombdisposal
squad was calledin tosafelydispose ofthem. Theitems
seizedincludeda multi&grenadelauncher, two AKrifles,
pistols, 11 grenades,and two remote&controlled IED:s.
Eightdetonators, twotimers,a Y &SMS device, Primaca-
rds, electrical wires, andbattery cells,amongotheritems
used to make or detonatebombs, police said.

Authoritiesareinvestigating where these weapons
and explosives came from and why they werestored. In
particular, theysaid theyareactivelyinvestigating whet-
hertheyarerelated toanyplannedterroristact.

109 refugees diein Yemenhoat
capsize: Searchintensifies
for 116 missing people

= ET-:.[ -;._- e
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YEMEN: Atleast 109 people, including 15 children,
diedwhenaboatcarryingmigrantsbound for Yemen cap-
sized offthe coastof Djibouti, the UN refugeeagency said
yesterday,adding thatasearch operation wasunderwayfor
116 peoplewhoarestillmissing.

Theboat, carryingabout 350 people, reportedly cap-
sized onthenightbetween October 8and 9. The tragedy
occurred near the Kuherearea, north of Djibouti’s portcity
of Obock. Morethan 80 peoplesurvived theaccident. All
ofthesurvivorswere Ethiopian nationals. The cause of the
accidentwasnotimmediatelyknown.

Therehasbeenno official statement from the Ethiopi-
angovernment. Itisnoteworthythatsuch tragicaccidents
continuetoincreaseasrefugeestravel dangeroussearoutes
between Africaand the Middle East.
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IndiaAlliance to hold rally
towards Supreme Courttoday
Rahul Gandhi calls on everyoneto participate

NEW DELHI: A rallywill
beheldin Delhitodayfrom
‘India Gate’ to the Supreme
CourtonbehalfoftheIndia
Alliance. The Youth Congr-
esshasinvited the publicto
participatein this.

Variousprotestsarebeing
held onbehalf of the India
Alliance, demanding the
resignation of ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
marover the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the Electoral
Roll. Onthe6th,arallywas
held from the Parliament
complex towardsthe Chief
Election Commission. Onthe
7th, senior Congressleaders
Rahul Gandhiand Priyanka
Gandhistagedadharnanear
Delhi’sJantar Mantar.

Onthe8th,leadersofthe
India Allianceheldaprayer
protestatthe Gandhi Memo-
rial. Onthe9th, seniorleaders
ofthealliance met President
Draupadi Murmuand submi-

ttedapetitiondemandingthe
removal of the ChiefElection
Commissioner.
Inthisregard, Rahul Ga-
ndhisaidinavideopostedon
socialmediayesterday: Wedo
notwantthisIndia. OnOct-
ober 12,wewillmarch from
‘India Gate’ to the Supreme
Court.Irequesteveryoneto
participatein this without
anydiscrimination of party,
gender, caste, community or
state. Wemust preventvote
rigging. We must ban the
workof SIR.
Wearegoingtosubmita
petitiontothe ChiefJustice of
the Supreme Courtonbehalf
ofthenation, urgingthede-
mandsthat Gyanesh Kumar
resign. Wewillmarchtogether.
Through this, wewill express
brotherhoodandpatriotism.
Rahul Gandhisaid this.
Inthisregard, the Youth
Congress posted on social
mediayesterday, “A rallywill

beheldin Delhion October
12th. All citizens should pa-
rticipateintherallyto save
the Constitutionand dem-
ocracy; itsaid. Opposition
MPs from the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, Trinam-
ool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee, general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, leaders
and workers of Samajwadi
Party, RashtriyaJanata Dal
and Leftpartiesareexpected
toparticipateintherally. At
theend oftherally, the India
Allianceleaders plantomeet
Supreme Court ChiefJusti-
ceSuryaKantand submita
memorandum of demands.

Lok Sabha Opposition
Leader Rahul Gandhi has
written to the Chief Justice
ofIndiarequestingtime for
this. Accordingly, theleaders
oftheIndia Allianceare ex-
pectedtomeet ChiefJustice
SuryaKantbetween4pmand
5pmtoday.

VCK Will Exitif PMK Joins
TVK: Minister Vanni Arasu

TINDIVANAM: Spe-
akingata VCK public me-
etingheldin Tindivanam,
Minister Vanni Arasusaid:
“Manyhavebeenaskingwhat
the VCK’s stance would be
ifthePMKweretojointhe
TVKalliancein Tamil Nadu.
My mouthhasgrownsore
fromanswering this questi-
onforthepasttenyears,and
myearsachefromhearingit
repeatedly.

Thereisonlyoneanswer.
Ourleader, Thirumavalavan,
hasemphatically declared
that the Viduthalai Chiru-
thaigal Katchi (VCK) will
never formanalliance with
the casteistand communal
PMK orthe communal BJP.
Ireiterate thisnow: thereis
absolutely no possibility of
suchanalliance. Ourstanceis
clear—ifthePMKentersthe

fold, wewillwalkout. [T =

Forus,holdingoffice
isnotthepriority. As
grassrootscadres, we [f
areinthefieldsolelyto
carryoutthecomma-
ndsofourleader. The
VCKisamovement
thatoncestoodonthe
pathofboycottingele-
ctions; theelectoral pathitself
isnotour primary concern.
The VCKisnotanordinary
partylikethe ATADMK or
DMK;itisaliberation mo-
vement—amovement that
fightsforliberation.

It is a movement th-
atlivesforliberation, mo-
ves towards liberation,
and cherishesliberation.
Liberationisourverylifeblood.
Thatisthespiritwith which
everyoneofuscadresfightson
thissoil. While opportunists,

I

fake Tamil nationalists,and
casteists exploitthe name of
Prabhakaran for their own
gain, we alone remain co-
mmitted toactingbased on
principle.

The foundation of this
principleistheannihilation
of caste. For us, elections
will comeand go” “But the
liberation ofthe people me-
ansliberation from caste
oppressionandliberation
from*Sanatana*. Thisisour
verylifeblood.” Thatishow
hespoke.

Study Warns of Risk of
Human Extmctlon by 2100

Anewstudy publishd

intherenowned medical
journal *The Lancet* wa-
rns thatescalating risks of
nuclear warand the misuse
ofartificial intelligence (AI)
technology could pose major
threats to humanityinthe
future. Thereportindicates
thatasituation endangering
theveryexistence ofhuma-
nity could arise by the year
2100. Nuclear conflictscarry
therisk of causing global
catastrophe.

Similarly, the study po-
intsout thatirresponsible
use of Altechnology could
lead to severe consequences.
Thereportemphasizes the

Bl necessity for nations
towork together to

suggests that fut-
B ure threats canbe
o mitigated through
international coop-
eration, responsible
technology use,and appr-
opriate policy decisions.
Thestudyalsolists va-
rious other threats, incl-
udmg cllmate change air

pollution, infectious dis-
eases, and malnutrition.

However, thereportdoes
notdefinitively state that
humanity will go extinct
by 2100.Itstresses thatal-
though thelikelihood of
such eventsoccurring may
below, their consequences
couldbe catastrophic; the-
refore, nations must unite
toimplement preventive

measures.

Thefestival ofthe EIIalpp|dar|Amman Templewas
heldinMudhunaduvillage, Ramanathapuramdis-
trict. Morethan 5,000 men participatedinthe event
andenjoyed ameatfeast.
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PM Modi hopes atschool function

Studentsarethefutureheroesofthe country

CHENNALI: The 50th
anniversary celebrations
ofJaigopal Garodia Hindu
Vidyalaya Matriculation
Higher Secondary Schoolin
West Mambalam, Chennai
were held yesterdayat the
ChennaiTrade Centre in
Nandambakkam.

Prime Minister Modi
graced the occasion asthe
chiefguestandreleased the
GoldenJubilee Special Flo-
wer. Healsoinaugurated the
ArtificialIntelligence (AI)lab
setupintheschool campus
viavideo conferencing.

Speakingattheevent, the
Prime Minister said: Today’s
youthaspiretobecome pillars
towardsachievingthe goal of
‘DevelopedIndia’ The new
valuesand solutionsrequired
for that will determine not

onlythe future of Indiabut
alsothefuture oftheworld.
Today, the worldissearching
for solutions to many prob-
lems. Youhave the powerto
providethosesolutions. The
newideasandsolutionsofthe
youth willguide the world.

Today’syouthhave more
opportunitiesthaneverbef-

ore. Thenumber of univers- *

itieshasincreased from 750
in2014toover 1,300 today.
Thenumberofcollegeshas
increased from 38,000 to
over 52,000.

Thenumber of Indian
universitiesin the QS Wo-
rld Rankingshasincreased
from 14to52.Indiaisalso
moving towards big goals
inthefield of sports. Efforts
arebeing madetohostthe
2030 Commonwealth Ga-

In the DlStl!l‘Tlllth(] Presence of

—_—
mesand the2036 Olympic
GamesinIndia.

Ihave full faith in your
talentand self&confidence.
Youare the future ‘heroes’ of
India. Thushe spoke. Gov-
ernor R.V. Arlekar, Union
Minister of State L. Murugan,
Tamil Nadu BJP President
Nainar Nagendran, Presid-

entof Vlshwa Hlndu Vidya
KendraR.R. Gopalji, General
SecretaryDr. G.V. Girija Se-
shadriandschoolstudents
andteachers participatedin
theevent. Around 1,000 stu-
dentsweresupposedtoarrive
at10amto participateinthe
ceremony. However, Prime
Minister Modi'sarrival was

e R
delayed until 3.45 pm, leav-
ingthe students waiting for
alongtime.

This caused about 8 stud-
entstofaint. In thissituation,
Prime Minister Modi, who
cameto thestage,apologiz-
edforhislatearrivaland the
inconvenience caused to the
students.

Actionto getreal estate project approval soon
Minister Shahjahan assures at CREDAI conference

CHENNAL “Stepswill
betakentoensurespeedy
completion of real estate
projectcontracts,” assured
Minister Shahjahanatthe
CREDAI conferenceheld
in Chennai.

The5th ‘StateCon 2026’
two&day conference of

CREDAITamilNadu,a
federation ofreal esta-
teassociationsofIndia,
beganin Chennaiyester-
day.Itwasinaugurated by
Minority Affairs Minister

" Shahjahan.

Theconferencedisc-
ussed therole ofthereal
estatesectorinthevision
ofincreasing Tamil Nadu’s

economyto 1.5trillion US
dollarsby2036,and eme-
rgingtechnologiessuchas
artificialintelligenceand
roboticsinthe constructi-
onsector.
Aspartoftheconfer-

ence, the ‘FairBuild 2026’

tradefair for durablegoods
andtechnologiesisalso
beingheld.

Speakingatthe confe-
rence, Minister Shahjahan
said: Thisnewgovernment,
formed onthedemandfor
changebythepeopleof Ta-
milNadu, isworking with
the primary objective of
creatingastatefreefrombr-
iberyand corruption. This
firm stand of Chief Minister
Vijaywillbeapermanent
solutiontothechalleng-
esfacedbythereal estate
sectorsofar. Thereal estate
sectorisofferingunprece-
dentedjob opportunitiesin

theworld.
Thegovernmentwill
extenditsfull supportto
therelevantdepartments
workingwith the govern-
menttorealize thedream of
infrastructurefacilitiesand
ahomeofonesownforall.
The conferencealsocalled
formakingiteasierand
fasterto obtain governme-
ntcontractsfor projects,in
ordertopromotethedev-
elopmentoftherealestate
sector.
Thisrequestwillbebro-
ughttothedirectattention
ofthe Chief Ministerand
thedifficultiesin obtaining

the contractswillberesolv-
edsoon, hesaid.
CREDAITamilNadu
President W.S. Habib said
inhisspeech, “Thereal esta-
tesectorwillfully cooperate
withthenew government
anditsgoals.
Theroleofthereal estate
sectorisveryimportantin
achievingthestategovern-
ment’s$1.5trillionecono-
mictarget. Atpresent, this
sectoriscontributing8to
9percent. Weare planning
toacceleratethisto12to 13
percent. A strongreal estate
sectorwill createastrong
TamilNadu,”hesaid.

Firecracker Sales Surge in Sivakasi; Heavy Traffic
Congestion Due to Outof Town Veh_lcl_es

SIVAKASI: Firecrac-
ker sales have picked up
momentum in Sivakasi,
leading to traffic conge-
stion caused by vehicles
arriving from other towns.
The Diwali festival is set
tobe celebrated across the
country on November 8th.
In preparation,

firecrackers worth appr-
oximately 35 crorehavebeen
manufacturedin Sivakasi’s
factoriesand dispatched for

sale nationwide.
Simultaneously, firecr-
ackersworth several crores
arebeingsold directlyto the
publicatthe town’s 3,000&-
plusoutlets. For the pastten
days, firecracker shopsin
Sivakasianditssurrounding
areashave witnessed heavy
customer crowds.
Yesterday, beingaholi-
day,sawa particularlylarge
influxof peoplearrivingin
carsandvans from districts

10 pounds stolen from
doctor’s house maid,
boyfriend arrested

PALLIKARANAI: Dr.Karthik (35),aresidentofate-
nementhouse in Kovilambakkam, Bhupathi Nagar, was
found missing from hishouse. His suitcase, gold jewellery,
cashand clothes were found missing.

Based on Karthik’s complaint, the Pallikaranai police
formedaspecialteamand conducted aninvestigation.

While examining the surveillance camera footage of
theresidence, itwasseenthat Aarthi(19),aresident of
Mayiladuthurai, who worksasamaidatthe house, was
seen carryingsuitcasesand bags. Uponarrestingand inte-
rrogating Aarthi, the policealsoarrested Abinesh, 22, asit
wasdiscovered thatshehadbeeninvolvedinthetheftalong

withherboyfriend.

10poundsofjewelry, Rs.30thousand, and clothes were
recovered fromboth ofthem. Both were produced before
the courtandremandedin custody.

suchas Madurai,
Dindigul, Tenka-
si, Thoothukudi, g
Nellai (Tirun- Lo
elveli), Kanni- &5
yakumari, and [
Thenitopurch- &
asefirecrackers.
Traffic congest- ,__. ‘e
ionoccurred on s
the Virudhunag- 58
arand Satturro- e,
adsascustomers
fromoutoftown entered the
citysimultaneously between
10:00 AM and 1:00 PM, sev-
erely disruptingtraffic flow.
Despite traffic police regulat-

ingthe movement of vehicles
under the orders of Sivakasi
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Anil Kumar,
the congestion could not
beavoided.

With even hlgher vo-
lumes of vehicular traffic
expectedin the comingdays,
thereisastronglikelihood of
increased traffic congestion
duringthis period.

Crude oiltanker catches fire after
strikingamine while attempting to
navigatethe dangerous Straitof Hormuz

NEW DELHI: A crude
oiltankerattemptingto exit
the Straitof Hormuzviaan
unauthorizedand dangerous
routehasexploded, shattered
andburstinto flames after
hittinganaval mine.

A statementissued by
Iran’sIslamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) said: “A
large supertanker carrying
crudeoilwasattemptingto
leave the Straitof Hormuzin
anunauthorizedand dang-
erousmanner.

Atthattime, theshiphita
seamine, exploded, shattered,
andburstinto flames” While
trying to exit the strait, the
vessel turned offits naviga-
tionand global positioning
systems (GPS) before stri-

kingamine. Anyoiltanker
thatattemptstoviolate the
securityand regulations of
the Straitof Hormuzfacesa
huge firestorm.
Theactionagainstvessels
usingunauthorized routes
will notstop at the Strait of
Hormuz. Theywillbe pursued
andpunished throughoutthe
region. Thisis whatitsays.

The United Stateslaunched
awaronIranonFebruary28.

Following this, Iran cl-
osed the Strait of Hormuz,
amajor searoute through
which crude oil vessels tra-
velto countriesaround the
world. Itisworth noting that
seamineshavebeen placed
intheareacontrolled by the
IRGC.
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worldsteel

The Union Ministerfor Finance and Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman delivered the keynote
address atthe World Steel Association General Assembly held, in New Delhi.

Russia and Ukraine Agree to
‘Energy’ Ceasefire: Trump

WASHINGTON: US
President Donald Trump
hasannounced that Russia
and Ukrainehaveagreedto
an “energy ceasefire,” under
which neither side will att-
ackenergyinfrastructure.
Inasocialmedia postregar-
dingthis, Trumpstated, “An
energy ceasefire has come
intoeffectinthe warbetween
Russiaand Ukraine.

Bothsideshaveagreed
toit. Letitnotbeviolated.”
Fuel priceshaverisen glob-
ally, includingin the United
States. Toaddress this situ-
ation, the UShasmoved to
importdiesel from Russia—a

move Trump recentlyann-
ounced, noting that Russia
hadagreedto supplydiesel
to international markets.
Against thisbackdrop,he
issued theannouncement
regarding theenergy ceas-
efire. Ukrainian President
Zelenskyysaid, “Wedisc-
ussed the energy ceasefire
announced by Trump.
Ukraine supportsit. At
the same time, Russia must
alsosupportit,and the US
sideneedsto conveythatin-
formation.” Meanwhile, the
Russian governmenthasnot
yetissued any statementreg-
ardingtheenergy ceasefire.

Following Trump’sannou-
ncement, reportsemerged that
Russiahadlaunchedadrone

attackonenergyinfrastructure
inthe Ukrainian capital, Kyiv.
Earlier, Trump had remar-
ked thatthe timehad come

" forachangein Ukraine’s
| leadership. Healleged
thathehad nottaken ef-
fective stepstobringthe
warbetween Russiaand
Ukrainetoanend. Resp-
ondingto Trump on this
matter, Zelenskyy said,
“Ifwearegivenatwo&-
month period—thatis,
60 days—to establisha
complete ceasefire, we
willhold elections.
Through that, we will
acceptthechoice ofthe Ukr-
ainian people. This [electing
the president] rests entirely
onthedecision of our cou-
ntry’speople”

Bribery for School Recognition: Minister
Maria Wilson's Remarksinthe Assembly

LN ;

CHENNALI: Tamil Nadu
Finance Minister Maria
Wilson had stated in the
Legislative Assembly that
she wasawitnesstobribes

du

i

beingpaidto obtain per-
mitsforschoolsduring the
previousadministration.
Subsequently, the High
Courtdismisseda petition
seekingtoregisteracase
againstMinister Maria Wil-
sonregardingherremarks
aboutbribesbeing paid

" | duringthe DMK regime.

During the budget
session of the Tamil Nadu
Assemblyonthe24th,

Finance Minister Maria
Wilson had claimed she was
adirect witnessto bribes

beingaccepted for school
permitsduringthe past DMK
government. Followingthis,
AdvocateK. Sivasubrama-
niam filed a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) inthe Madras
High Courtseekingacase
againsther.

Inthepetition, he noted
thatsinceboth givingand
receivingbribes constitutea
crime,hehadlodgedacom-
plaint with the Directorate
of Vigilanceand Anti-Cor-
ruption (DVAC) on August
26,requestingactionunder

anti-corruptionlaws. The
petitionsoughtacourtorder
directingthe DVACtoreg-
isteracaseagainst Minister
Maria Wilson based on his
complaint. When the case
cameup for hearingbeforea
bench comprising ChiefJus-
ticeS.A. Dharmadhikariand
Justice G. Arulmurugan, the
petitioner sought permission
towithdrawtheplea.

Acceptingthisrequest,
thejudges permitted the
withdrawaland dismissed
the petition.

Saudi Arabia runninglow oninterceptor missiles
to counter further Houthistrikes, reports WSJ

RIYADH:Saudi Arabia
isrunninglowoninterceptor
missilesneeded todefend ag-
ainstfurther Houthistrikes,
The Wall Street Journal (WS])
reported, citing Saudioffic-
ials,asintensifyingattacks
by the Yemenirebel groups
haveled tothedeathof13
people followingstrikes
onRiyadh’sKingKhalid
International Airporton
Saturday.

Accordingtothe WS],
theescalatingattackshave
transformed parts of the
Saudi capital,located more
than 500 miles from Ho-
uthi&controlledterritory o
in Yemen, intoa potential f
battlezone.

Debrisfromaninte-
rceptedballistic missile has
alsohitakindergartenanda
medical clinic complex on
Thursday. On Sunday, Ho-
uthimilitary spokesperson
Brigadier General Yahya
Sareereiterated thegroup’s
warningtointernationalairl-
ines,businessesand travellers
againstoperatingflightsto
Saudiairports, claimingthey
wereunsafe.

“Wereiterateour warning
toallinternational companies,
experts,employees, workers,
andtravelersfromallover the
world to notoperate flights

toSaudiairports,astheyare
unsafe, exceptfortheairpo-
rtsand airspace of the holy
citiesof Meccaand Medina,”
Sareesaidinastatementon
Telegram.
Thereportedshortage of
interceptor missilescomesam-
idaseriesofattackstargeting

Saudi Arabia, includingastrike
onKingKhalid International
AirportinRiyadhonOctober
10thatresulted in multiple
fatalitiesand hundreds of
injuries. The death toll from
theairportattackhasrisento
13after theIndian Embassy
inRiyadh confirmed thatan
Indiannationalinjuredinthe
incidenthad died.
Inanupdate on X, the
Embassysaiditsofficialshad
visitedhospitals whereIndian
nationalsinjuredintheattack
wereadmitted. Threeinjured
Indiansremaininintensive

carebutarestable, two others
arebeingtreatedinregular
wards, while theremaining
injured Indian nationalshave
beendischarged. Earlier, the
Embassyhad confirmed the
deathoftheIndian national
andexpressed condolencesto
thebereaved family,assuring

]
n " . |

them ofassistanceinrepat-
riatingthe mortal remains.
“Updateregarding Riyadh
Airportattackon October
10.ItislearntthatoneIndian
nationalinjuredintheRiyadh
attackhasunfortunatelylost
hislifetoday. We conveyour
heartfeltcondolencestothe
familyofthe deceased.
Weareintouchwith the
familyand will provideall
support for ensuring the
earlyrepatriation of mortal
remains,” the Embassy said
inapostonX.Saudi Arabia’s
General Authority of Civil

T
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Aviation (GACA), inasta-
tementissued on October
11,said theattackonKing
Khalid International Airport
onOctober 10hadresultedin
12 fatalities, including four
Saudicitizensandresidents
of several nationalities,and
left309 othersinjured.
Accordingto GACA,
thefatalitiesincluded two
Bangladeshinationalsand
one each from the United
States, Egypt,Jordan, Syria,
Palestineand Sudan. Thela-
testincidentfollowsearlier

== RPN LS attackstargeting King Khalid
— L"- .. International Airportand
* Abhalnternational Airport

onOctober 6and 7, which
* GACA saidhadresultedin
threedeathsand 36injuries.
Following the October
10attack, airportoperations
weretemporarily suspended
whileauthoritiesassessed the
damageand conducted safety
inspectionsin coordination
withrelevantagencies.
Thereportedstrain on
Saudi Arabia’s missile&defe-
ncecapabilities,alongside the
Houthis’ continued threats
againstairports,
hasheightened concerns
over thesecurity of civilian
infrastructureandairtravel
intheregionamidaborder
conflictin West Asia.
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Coimbatore and Madurai Metro Rail
projects mustbe reviewed andapproved

CM Vijay urges Prime Minister Modi

CHENNALI: Speaking
atafunctionheldattheIIT
Madras campus, ChiefMin-
ister Vijay stated that the State
government must work in
tandem with the Central
government for the welfare
ofthe people. Vijay further
urgedthe Central government
toreviewand grantapproval
forthe proposed MetroRail
projects for Maduraiand
Coimbatore.

Prime Minister Modi
listened intently to Vijay’s
speechandstooduptoapplaud
him once he had finished.
PrimeMinister Modiarrived
in Chennaitoday. Heand Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijay
inaugurated the MetroRailser-
viceconnecting Poonamallee
and Vadapalani. Subsequently,
bothinauguratedthe Brain
Research Centreatthe IIT
Madrascampus. Addressing
thegathering, ChiefMinister
Vijaysaid:

“TamilNaduisastatewith
aculturespanningmillennia

andapeople who keep that
culturealiveto thisday.

Hometothe Tamillan-

guage—one of the world’s
oldest—thisstateis distin-
guishedbyitsremarkablehis-
tory,architecture,and values.
Inthe 100 dayssinceits for-
mation, thisgovernmenthas
functioned withacommitment
tobeing corruption-free.
Guidedbythenoblephilosophy
that‘allbeingsarebornequal;
our government promotes
inclusive growth, focusing
oneducation, healthcare,
employment, the welfare of
tisherfolk, and overall eco-
nomicdevelopment.

We are implementing
schemesthat prioritize the
well-being of all sections
of society, including chil-
dren, women, farmers,
fisherfolk, and weavers.
Tamil Nadu continuestocon-
tributesignificantlyto India’s
progressacrosssectorssuch
asindustry, science, educa-
tion, art, literature,and social

justice. ‘Strong States make
astrongIndia'—the Central
and State governments must
worktogether. Ourapproach
isrootedin thebeliefthat
when the Centraland State
governmentscollaborate, the
benefitsmust directlyreflect
inthelivesofthe people”
TamilNaduiscreatingnew
opportunitiesandimplement-
ing variousschemesacross
sectorssuchasagriculture,
industry,and information
technology, aimingtobecome
a$1.5trillioneconomyby2036.
We must take thisgrowth to
thenextlevel. Weare working
withtheobjective ofensuring
thatthebenefits of thisgrowth

extend beyond Chennaito
everydistrictin TamilNadu.

The implementation
of the Hosur-Bomma-
sandra Metro Rail project
would benefitboth states.
TamilNadualsorequires Metro
Rail projectsfor Coimbatore
and Madurai, aswellasthe
ChennaiMetro 3.0 project;
theproposalsforthe Coim-
batoreand Madurai Metro
projectsneedtobereviewed
andapproved.

Chief Minister Vijayalso
stated thathe hasrequest-
ed Prime Minister Modi to
make Tamil thelanguage of
proceedingsin the Madras
High Court.

Ajmer Sharif's Haji Syed Salman Chishty
highlightsIndia’s pluralism at US Symposium

USA: HighlightingIndia’s
tradition of religious coexis-
tence and unity in diversity,
Haji Syed Salman Chishty,
the 26the~generation Gadd-
ie*Nashin of Ajmer Dargah
Sharif, represented India at
the 33rd International Law
and Religion Symposium at
Brigham Young University
(BYU) inthe US, where he
called for stronger efforts to
protectreligious freedom and
promoteinterfaith harmony.

Accordingtoareleaseissu-
ed bythe Chishty Foundation,
Haji Syed Salman Chishty
offered the opening prayers
at thesymposium, organised
by the International Center
for Law and Religion Studies
under the theme “Buildingan
Infrastructurefor Freedom of
Religion or Belief”

Addressingapaneltitled
“Religious Minorities inIndia:
Experiencesand Perspectives”,
Chishtypresented Ajmer Sharif,
theshrineof Sufisaint Hazrat
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishty,
asalivingexample of India’s
pluralistic traditions, where
people from different faiths

cometogetherinprayer, service
and community meals.

“India’spluralismisone of
the greatest gifts we can offer
the world, and it is a gift we
must also preserve, protect
andenhanceathome,”hesaid,
accordingtotherelease.

The panelwasmoderated
by Professor W Cole Durham
Jr, Founding Director of the
International Center for Law
and Religion Studies, and also
featured Archbishop Felix Mac-
hado ofthe Diocese of Vasaiand
Pericho Peter Prabhu Rangaraj
ofthe All Karnataka United
Christian Forum for Human
Rights. Chishty highlighted
India’s Constitution asasaf-
eguardforreligious freedom
and described the country’s
diversity, from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, as asource of
strength and a contribution

toglobal harmony.

Healsocalledfor theestab-
lishment of interfaith councils
atthedistrictlevelto address
rumoursand hate, theinclusion
of shared cultural heritagein
classrooms,

responsibledigital spaces
and international partner-
ships connectingacademic
institutions with grassroots
initiatives. The 33rd annual
symposium brought together
ministers, ambassadors, Un-
ited Nations officials, jurists,
scholars andfaithleadersfrom
across the world to discuss
ways to strengthen freedom
of religion or belief.

During his visit, Chishty
met Dallin H. Oaks, President
of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latteréday Saints, and
conveyed the greetings and
blessings of Ajmer Sharif, al-

ongwith the message of love,
serviceand peaceassociated
with Khwaja Gharib Nawaz.

Healso interacted with
members of the Indian com-
munityin Utah, appreciating
their contributions to Amer-
icansociety andencouraging
themtoupholdIndia’svalues of
unity indiversity, serviceand
harmony. Chishty expressed
gratitudeto Brigham Young
University President CShane
Reese, JReuben Clark Law
School Dean David H Moo-
re, Professor Brett G Scharffs,
Professor Elizabeth A Clark,
Professor W Cole Durham Jr.
andtheorganisingteam for their
hospitality. Healso acknowle-
dgedthestudent ambassadors
who assisted delegates during
theevent.

Chishtyisthe Chairman
of the Chishty Foundationand
the 26the-generation Gadd-
ie*Nashin of Dargah Ajmer
Sharif, the shrine of Hazrat
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishty.
Heisassociatedwith interfaith
dialogue, peacebuildingand
humanitarianinitiatives in
Indiaandinternationally.

Power Outage at the Secretariat: Ministers’
Chambers Plunged into Darkness

CHENNALI: Theissue of
power outages hasintensi-
fiedin TamilNadu over the
pastfewmonths. The pub-
lic, facingsevere hardship
duetounscheduled power
cuts,hasevenresorted to
protestsinsomeareas.

Power outagesoccurr-
ingduringeventsattended
byministershadalsobeco-

mearecurringissue.
Totackle the power deficit,
the Tamil Nadu Electricity
Boardhasfloatedatender
toprocureanadditional
4,500 megawatts of ele-
ctricity. Official sources
attributethe worsening
power situation to factors
suchasclimatevariations
andadeclinein wind power

generation. However, asthe
publiccontinuestosuffer
duetofrequentoutages,
thereare growing demands
forthe governmenttofind
animmediatesolution.

Amidstthissituation,
asudden power outagein
theministers’chambersat
the Secretariattodayhas
causedastir.

Thesudden outage plunged
thechambers of Ministers
Sengottaiyanand Aadav
Arjunainto darkness;the
entirefirstfloor,where
theministers’chambers
arelocated, wasaffected.
ElectricityBoardstaftare
currentlyinvestigatingthe
causeofthissuddenpower
failure.

700kg of silver goods worth 15 crore
stolenin Salem; policeinvestigate

SALEM: Anincidentnear
Salem, where unidentified
individualsassaulted awa-
tchman and stole 700 kg of
silver goodsworth315crore
fromaworkshop,hascaused
shock. The Pallapattipolice
areinvestigating the matter.
Balasubramaniam, aresident
ofthe Chinneri Vayakkadu
areain Salem district, runs

asilver workshop near the
Salem New Bus Stand.

Hemanufacturessilver
ankletsand othersilveritems,
supplyingthemto shopsand
variousstates.

With the Diwali festi-
val approaching, produ-
ction of these silver items
hadbeeninfullswingathis
workshop for overamonth.

Latelastnight,a group of
unidentified individuals
assaulted the workshop’s
watchman, tied hishands,
brokeintothe premises,and
stole 700 kg of silveranklets
andothersilver goods. Based
onacomplaintfiled by the
owner, Balasubramaniam,
the Pallapattipolice havere-
gisteredacaseandareactively

searchingfor theperpetrators.
Preliminaryinvestigations
revealed thatthe gang smas-
hedand damaged the CCTV
cameras at the workshop
before carryingoutthe theft.
Salem City Police Commiss-
ioner Babuvisited thescene
toinspectthe premisesand
conductaninquiryintothe
incident.
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