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The world will benefit
from India’s success

NEW DELHI: “Theworld
willbenefitfrom India’ssucce-
ss,” said Prime Minister Modi
whileaddressingthe Bloom-
berg Global Business Forum.
Speaking at the Bloo-
mberg Global Business
Forum held in Delhi, Pr-
ime Minister Modi said:
Thisdecadeofthe21stcentury
hasbroughtunprecedented
global challenges.

Over the pastsix years,
we have witnessed a global
pandemicand the outbreak
of warsinvariousregions.
Elementsthatonce connect-
edtheworld arenowturning
into weapons; supply chains,
energy, minerals, financial
transactions,and technology
areevolvinginto tools for exe-
rting pressureand dominance.
Theassuranceand confide-
ncethatsupplies willremain
availablewhenneededisa
key question facingthe wo-

PM Modispeaks atthe Bloomberg Global Business Forum

rld today. Itis against this
backdrop thatIndiastands
before youwith a distin-
ctmindsetand approach.
Under the Paris Agreement,
Indiamadeasignificant pledge
tocombat climate change. In
2015, wesetatargettoderive
40percentofour power gen-
eration capacity from natural
energysourcesby2030.India
achieved this milestonein
November2021—nineyears
ahead of schedule—becoming
thefirst G20 nation todosso.
An ArtificialIntelligence (AI)
summit was held in India,
aneventhighlypraised by
Bloomberg. Discussionsat
the summitfocusednotonly
onutilizing Al forthebenefit
ofhumanitybutalso onhow
animals could benefitfrom
it. Thisdemonstratesthatthe

more capableIndiabecomes,
thegreater thebenefititbrings
tohumanityand the world.
Governments possess power,
buttheir objective shouldnot
betomakecitizensdependent
onthesystem.

Instead, the goal should

betostrengthenand empo-
wer citizens—a path India
isactively pursuing. By foll-
owingthistrajectory, India
haslifted 250 million people
outof poverty over thelast
decade—afigure exceedi-
ngthetotal populations of

CM Vijay Visits Andhra Pradesh
Talkswith Chandrab abu Naidu

CHENNALI: TamilNadu
Chief Minister Vijayistrave-
lingto Andhra Pradesh this
afternoon (Tuesday) tohold
discussions with Chief Mi-
nister ChandrababuNaidu.
Under the Telugu Ganga
Project, the Andhra Prad-
esh governmentisrequired
tosupply 12 TMC of water
annuallytomeet Chennai’s
drinking water needs.

However, uptothebeg-
inningof October this year,
TamilNaduhasreceived onlya
minimalamount (2.251 TMC).
Furthermore, therehasbeen
no progresson the Godava-
ri&Krishna&Cauveryriver
interlinking projects. Con-
sequently, itisnecessaryto
discussthe currentstatusand
feasibility of these projects.
Additionally, concernshave

N
arisenregardingthe Andhra
Pradesh government’s plans
toconstructdamsacrossrive-
rsflowing towards the Tamil
Naduborder—amatter that
has caused anxiety for the
Tamil Nadu government.
ChiefMinister Vijay decided
toconsultwiththe Andhra
Pradesh government on
theseissues. Arrangements
were made forameeting with
Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu, and with the visitnow
confirmed, Chief Minister
Vijayistravelingto Andh-
raPradesh thisafternoon.
Hewilldepartfrom Chennai
byflightat2:00 PMandarrive
at Gannavaram Airportin
AndhraPradeshat3:30 PM.
Subsequently,at4:15PM,
Chief Minister Vijaywill
meet AndhraPradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Na-
idufor discussions. Tamil

Nadu’s Minister for Water
Resources, Anand, willalso
participatein these talks.
Duringthis visit, Chief Mi-
nister Vijay will meet with
AndhraPradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kaly-
anand other state ministers.
Discussionswill focusonkey
river waterissues concern-
ingboth states; specifically,
mattersregarding water
sharingand dam constructi-
onbetween TamilNaduand
AndhraPradeshareexpec-
tedtobethe primarytopics.
Following the meeting, the
Chief Minister will visit the
Kanaka Durga Temple in
Vijayawada at 6:00 PM to
offer prayers. He will then
departbyflightand arrive
at Chennai Airportat 8:30
PMtonight.

many nations worldwide.
Regardless of whoholdskn-
owledge, wealth, or power,
what mattersmostishow they
areutilized. Thetruevalue of
power liesinits purpose; un-
derstanding this principleis
crucialintoday’sworld. Our

millennia&oldheritage has
taughtusthis,andinIndia,
we have demonstrated its
application within ouradm-
inistrationand work culture.
Today, technology, data, kno-
wledge,andinnovation stand
aspowerful forces.

Yet, thereal question is
not who wields this pow-
er,buthowitisemployed.
Doestechnologyupliftonly
aselectfew,ordoesitcreate
newopportunities for mill-
ions? Isknowledge confined
asastrength for the few, or
doesitenhancethepotential
ofall? From thisemergesa
new concept:

the ‘Power to Empower’
Everyyear, thisforumbrings
together the world’s finest
thinkers. Thistime, theevent
isbeingheldinIndiaforthe
firsttime. [ extend my con-
gratulationsto Bloomberg
and its entire team for this
decision;youhave chosenthe
righttimeandtherightplace.
Indiaisthe mother ofdemoc-
racy. Indiaishometoover 100
languages, 80,000 registered

newspapersand publications,
and morethan 1,000 satellite
television channels. In this
eraofsocial media, India
has over 500 million You-
Tube usersand more than
500 million Instagram users.
Weshare our experiencere-
garding Digital Public Infra-
structure with other nations,
enabling them to build their
own digital systems tailo-
red to their specific needs.
Duringthe COVID&19 pa-
ndemic, we developed the
‘CoWIN’ platform—an ope-
n&sourcesystem. Theseare
ourongoingeffortstoensure
thatIndia’s capabilities open
doorstonewopportunities
for other countries.

These developments
demonstrate that the wo-
rld stands to gain signific-
antly from India’s success.
Thisiswhat Prime Minister
Modisaid.

Preservation of manusctipts not exercise in
nostalgiabutinvestmentinintellectual resources

EAM Jaishankar

NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said thatthe preservation of
manuscriptsisaninvestment
inIndiasintellectual resou-
rcesrather thanan exercise
innostalgia,emphasisingthe
importance of combining
technologyandtraditionas
the countrymoves towards
thevision of Viksit Bharat.

Speakingattheinau-
guration of the exhibition
‘Niramayata: Healing and
Wellbeing in South Asian
Texts and Practices’ at the
IndiaInternational Centre
(IIC) in the national capital
on Monday, Jaishankar hig-
hlighted the value of preser-
vingtraditionalknowledge
and ensuring thathistorical
experiencesinformIndia’s

‘Periyar Arivulagam’in Coimbatore, Builtata Cost of
¥300Crore, to belnaugurated by CM Vijayon Oct 16

COIMBATORE: Chief
Minister Vijay willinaugur-
atethe ‘Periyar Arivulagam’
complexin Gandhipuram,
Coimbatore, onthe 16th of
thismonth.

Constructed by the Tamil
Nadu Public Works Depar-
tment, ‘Periyar Arivulaga-
m’ —officiallyknownasthe
‘Periyar Libraryand Science
Centre’—islocated on Nanj-
appaRoadin Gandhipuram,
opposite the Central Bus
Stand.

Builtona6.98&acresite
belongingtothe Prison De-
partment, thefacility spans
1,98,000 square feetand co-
mprisesaground floor plus
seven additional floors, ata

total costofI300 crore.

The project, which co-
mmencedin 2024, hasnow
been completed. Of the total
estimated cost, 3245 crore was
allocated for construction,350
croreforthe purchase ofboo-
ks,and 35 crorefore&books.
The complexisdividedinto
twoblocks: Block A’and Block
‘B. The ground floorhouses
alibrary for differently&-
abled persons, a350&seat
auditorium,a science cen-
terequipped with scientific
apparatus, a planetarium
for space observation, and
aspacelift.

Thefirstfloor containsa
receptionareaandascience
center, while the second floor

featuresadesignated reading
areaforvisitorsbringing their
ownbooksandachildren’s
library. Thethird flooraccom-
modatesacompetitiveexam
coachingcenter, theadmin-
istrativewing,andalibrary.
Thefourthfloorhousessect-
ionsforhistorybooks, Tamil
books,and periodicals; the

ﬁfth ﬂoor containsthe English
bookssectionandanincub-
ation center for startups; the
sixth floor featuresan Eng-
lishlearningsectionandan
incubation center;and the
seventh floorhostsascience
centerandadigitallibrary.
Theinauguration ceremo-
ny of ‘Periyar Arivulagam’

isscheduled for the 16th of
thismonth.

ChiefMinister Vijay will
inaugurate this center. Mini-

. sters, officials,and others will

alsoparticipateintheevent.

. Regardingthis, districtad-

ministration officials stated,

&) “Chief Minister Vijay will

visit Coimbatoreonthe 16th
toinaugurate the ‘Periyar
Arivulagam’—alibraryand
science center constructed
onNanjappaRoad.

Othereventshavenotyet
beenfinalized” Coimbatore
policeofficialsadded,

“Necessary securityar-
rangementsarebeing made
inconnection with the Chief
Minister’s visit.”

engagementwiththe
future.
“Asyoucanall
see, the preservati-
onofmanuscriptsis
notreallyanexercise
innostalgia.Itisan
investmentin our |
intellectual resou-
rces. Itstemsfroma
beliefthatexperience
canteachus, thatit
canenrichouren-
gagementwith the
future, thatitserves
uswell. Attheend ofthe day,
when we speak about Viksit
Bharat, technologyandtra-
dition must work together.
Aswesay, ‘Vikas Bhi Virasat
Bhi’SoTagain commend
IICandallits partners for
bringing this exhibition to
thepublic,” Jaishankar said.
The exhibition focuses on
healing and wellbeing in
South Asiantextsand prac-
tices,bringingattention to
theregion’sintellectualand
culturalheritage.
Highlightingthebroader
role ofIndian diplomacyin
preserving cultural heritage,
Jaishankar said that restorat-
ion, restitutionand accessto
heritagewereimportantareas
of ongoing work, with India
engagingin projectsandini-
tiativesbeyonditsborders. “I
wantto sayafewwordsabout
the particular subject oftod-
ay’scultural rebalancingand
associatedactivitiesfromthe
perspective ofthe Ministry of
External Affairsand Indian
diplomacy. Today, thereare
alotofeffortsunderway for
restoration and restitution
ofheritage,” hesaid.
“Butthereare projectswe
havebeenreallyveryproud

® O Ayt

tobeassociated with.
There’san ongoing pro-
ject,abigprojectin My Son,
in Vietnam. We havea deep
involvementwith Preah Vih-
ear,withthe Anandatemple
inMyanmar; the EAM added.
TheExternal Affairs Minister
alsohighlighted India’s effo-
rtstofacilitate the return of
cultural heritage through
diplomatic engagement,
citing therecentreturn of
the Leiden copper plates as
anotableachievement. “In
terms of restitution, in fact,
ithasbeenverymuch the go-
vernment’s efforttoactively
examine the provenance of
heritage outside Indiaand
seewhereitisthat, through
diplomaticefforts, we canseek
thereturn. Veryrecently, we
hadthereturnoftheLeiden
copper plates. That wasa
verynotableachievement,”’
Jaishankarsaid.
Hefurtherpointedtogr-
owinginternational efforts
toaddresstherestitution of
cultural heritage, particularly
among countriesin the Global
South, notingthat Ghanawas
leadinganinitiative focused
onreparationsandthereturn
of cultural heritage. “Andin
fact,Ishouldalsoadd that

restitutionitselfisaveryac-
tive subjectbecausealotof
countriesinthe Global South
havejustcomeback froma
trip to Africa.
Ghanaisleadinganini-
tiativeboth for reparations,
whichisasomewhatdifferent
subject,andalsofor restitution
of cultural heritage.
Thereisalotthatishap-
pening, butthekeytoall of
that, whetheritisrestorati-
on, restitution, oraccess, is
awareness.
Thatpeopleshouldkn-
owwhattheir pastis. Thatis
reallythe pointofbeginning
foranythingthathappens
thereafter,” headded. Jaish-
ankaralsoassuredtheIndia
International Centreandits
partners of the Ministry of
External Affairs’ supportfor
the Samhita Initiative, exp-
ressing the need to explore
ways to enhanceits global
impact.
Hisremarksunderscored
theimportance of preserving
Indiasintellectualand cult-
ural heritage while ensuring
thattraditional knowledge
continues to contribute to
contemporarydevelopment
andinternational cultural
engagement.
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Today horoscope

~ Duetothe*Chandrashtamam* phase,
expectunnecessary expensesand running
around. Practice compromise in your marital
relationship and avoid speaking harshlyto
anyoneinbusiness. You mayinitiate plansto
expand your shop. Troubles could ariseat the
workplace. F a3

Youwillrespect the feelings of your family
membersand engageinsocial or community
activities. Old stock will clear outin yourbusi-
ness. Attheworkplace, itisbestto mind your
ownbusinessand focussolely onyour tasks.

Confusion will dissipate, bringing content-
mentto the family. Your children will

help elevate your status among relatives and
friends. Students will see their dreams come
true. Business will be profitable. Avoid
arguentsatthe workplace.

Solutions to old problems will be found.
Youwill renovate and expand your ancestral
home. New responsibilities will come your
way at work. Youwill gaininsightinto the W
nuancesof your business and receive support | =
fromyour partners.

Youwill fulfillyour mother’slong-standing
wishes. Familyissueswill beresolved. Fatigue
‘will vanish,and youwillappear cheerful. There
willbehappinessbetween husband and wife.
Your father’shealth will remain stable. Business
and professional prospects will flourish.

Understand the feelings of family members
andactaccordingly. Youwillachieve success

in adisputeregardingancestral property.
Handle files carefullyatthe workplace. You will
haveto putinefforttocollectoutstanding
paymentsinyourbusiness.

Egoclasheswillberesolved, fostering
greater closeness between husband and
wife. Youwill captivate everyone with your
innovativeideas. Youwillfindjoyin pur-
chasingitemsyoudesire. Outstanding dues
inbusiness willbe collected. Along-sought
documentwillbe foundatthe workplace.

With the Moon positioned in your sign, un-
expected expenses mayarise. Respect the views ‘g
ofyour family members. Exercise caution while

driving. You may faceissues with staffin your
business. Avoidargumentsat the workplace.

Youwill shake oft fatigue and act with renewed energy.
You willhave the supportof your family. Youwill
replaceavehiclethathasbeen causing trouble.
Your children willbecomeless stubborn. There
willbe profitsin business. Youwill find peace
atwork, and superiors will appreciate your efforts.

k|
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Goodnewswillarrive fromyourhome- -
town. Youwill gain new experiencesand have
the opportunityto purchaseanewvehicle. Your
mother’shealthwillimprove. Youwill receive
supportfromyourspouse’srelatives. Stalled tasks
attheworkplacewillbe completed.

Youwill formulate major plans. A
long-awaited sum of moneywillreach you. You
willgain the friendship of successful people.
Youwillsecureanew positionat work. You
willsucceed inbusinessby employing new
strategies.

Youwillattend family functions. A favorable
resolutionregardingancestral propertyissues
willbereached. Therewillbe peace atwork. Out-
standing duesin yourbusinesswillbe collected.
Youwillrelocate your shop toamore crowded,
high-trafficarea.

7Injuredin Rabid Dog
Attack Near Krishnagiri

-

«

KRISHNAGIRI: Sevenpeople have beeninjured and hos-
pitalized after being bitten by arabid dognear Kurubarapalli.
Morethan 100dogsroam thestreets of Kurubarapallivillagein
the Veppanapalli Union of Krishnagiridistrict. Villagershave
been consistently demanding measuresto controlthe everesi-
ncreasingdogpopulation. Amidst this situation, over the past
twodays, arabiddogsuddenly chased and bit pedestrianson
theroadsof Kurubarapallivillage. Seven individuals—incl-
udingSaraswathi, Vibushanan, Haricharan, Gnanavel, and
Thandavan, allresidents of Venugopal Streetin Kurubarap-
alli—werebitten by thedog.

The victims were admitted to the Krishnagiri
Government Medical College Hospital for treatment.
Subsequently, Veppanapalli Block Development Officer Sav-
ithri, Deputy Block Development Officer Suresh, Panchayat
Secretary Murugan, and Health Department official Kadala-
rasuconducted aninspectionin Kurubarapalli. Subsequently,
withthehelp ofthe public, therabid dogwas captured and sent
toaveterinaryhospital. Speaking about this, Velmuruganfrom
Kurubarapallisaid, “Morethan 100stray dogsroamour village.
Thesedogsoften dragwastediscarded by eateriesandmeat shops
ontotheroad; asthey chase oneanother, twoeéwheelerriders
[frequently collidewiththem, fall, and sustain seriousinjuries.
Similarly, schoolstudents, pregnant women, and the elderly
areforcedtopassbythesefightingdogsinfear. Therefore, the
panchayat administration must take appropriate action to
capturethedogs, performsterilization surgeries, and admin-
istervaccinations.”
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Tamilldentityis Greater Than Lifeltselfl: CM Vijay Pays
Heroic Tribute on MartyrSankaraImganar s Memorial Day

CHENNALI: ChiefMin-
ister Vijay has paid a heroic
tribute to the martyr San-
karalinganar on his mem-

After the Cockroach, Now the Flies

orial day; Sankaralinganar
hadsacrificed hislife after
undertakinga76&day fast
demandingtherenaming

ofthestate to “TamilNadu?”
In a post on his X (for-
merly Twitter) account,
he stated the following:
“Ipaymyheroic tribute on
the memorial day of thein-
comparable martyr Sankar-
alinganar, who sacrificed his
preciouslifeafter steadfastly
observinga76&day fast—c-
onducted through peaceful
means—with the primary
demand that our state be
renamed ‘Tamil Nadu. His
unparalleled sacrifice—p-
roving that the identity of

the Tamil peopleis greater
than life itself, without co-
mpromisingin theslightest
onhisprinciplesorthe pride
ofthe Tamilland’sautonom-
y—deservestobeetchedin
goldenlettersintheannals
of Tamiland Indian history.
Maythedeterminationand
sacrifice of martyr Sanka-
ralinganar, who strove to
safeguard Tamil Nadu’s un-
iquenessand therightsofthe
Tamil people, foreverserve
asaguidinglight for us!”
Thus, the statementread.

‘Makkhi Janata Party’ Goes Viral
Amidst Delhi Protests

NEW DELHI: Following
theonlineattention garnered
bythe ‘Cockroach Janata Party’
(CJP),anewsatirical move-
mentnamed ‘Makkhi Janata
Party’ (MJP)—meaning ‘Fly
Janata Party’—hasbecomea
topicofdiscussion onsocial
media.Itsname, theuse ofthe
flyemoji,andits messagingare
reminiscentoftheviral CJP.
The MJP’sInstagramaccount
(@makkhijantaparty) desc-
ribesthegroupasapolitical
frontformed “of the youth, by
theyouth,andfortheyouth.”

Itstatesthatitisneither
opposedtoanypolitical party
noraligned withany.

| The CJp had prev10usly

called foraprotestin Delhi
onOctober 10,demanding
theresignation of ChiefElec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar;

however,  permis-
sion for the protest at]Ja-

ntar Mantar was denled
Consequently, entry re-
strictions were imposed
atseveral metro stations.
Lawyers approached the
Supreme Courtregarding
theinconvenience causedto
the public’scommute.

On October9, athre-
e&judgebenchled by Chief
Justice SuryaKantstated that
security measures should not
be excessive. The Supreme
Courtremarked, “Donotuse
asledgehammertokillafly”

Thisvery sentiment fo-

y rms the basis for the name

and satirical nature of the
Makki Janata Party (M]JP).
Initsposts,the MJPasks, “One
dayacockroach,thenexta
fly...isthishowthepeopleare
addressedinademocracy?”
The MJP’s website emphasizes
capitalism, entrepreneurship,
job creation, skill developm-
ent,and economicprogress.

TheAyudha Pujafestivalis setto be celebrated in Tam|l Nadu onthe1 9th ofth|s month In connectlon with
thefestival, aspecial marketwill operate atthe Chennai Koyambedu market startingtomorrow. Pujaitems
suchasflattenedrice (*aval*), puffedrice (*pori*), bananasaplings, decorative festoons (*thoranam*), and

pumpkins willbe sold there.

Madurai Corporation Property TaxIrreqgularity: Inquiry
with Husband of Former DMKZonal Chairperson

MADURAL Theproperty taxirr-
egularity case within the Madurai Co-
rporation—which previously caused
amajor political stir during the DMK
regime, leadingtotheresignationsofthe
Mayorand Zonal Chairpersons—has
now gained momentum again. Conse-
quently, the Crime Branch police have
summoned Saravanan, the husband of
former Zonal Chairperson Bhuvanesw-
ari, tothepolicestation for questioning.
Forthe past halfércentury, variousirr-
egularitieshave occurredregardingthe
assessment of property tax for wedding
halls, commercialcomplexes, lodges, hotels,
andhospitals across the 100 wardsofthe
Madurai Corporation. Specifically, an au-
ditofirregularities between 2022 and July
31,2024, revealed afinancial discrepancy
exceeding?1.50crore. It cameasashock
toofficialsthatthefraud was perpetrated
by stealingthelogin passwords ofthethen
Corporation Commissionet, Dineshku-
mar. Dineshkumarlodged a complaint
withthe Cyber Crimepoliceregarding
thismatterandtook action by suspend-
ingfourbill collectors. Thebill collectors
subsequentlystaged aprotestagainsthim.
Facingpolitical pressure, Dineshkumar
revoked the suspension orders. Following
this, thepoliceshelvedthe complaint without
investigatingthepropertytaxirregularities.
Inthis context, the newly appointed
Commissionet, Chitra, hasrevived the
investigation into the property taxirr-
egularities. She pressuredthe policeto
investigatealongedormant cybercrime
complaint. Based on this, the police arr-
ested around 25 individuals, including

Pon Vasanth (husband of former Mayor
Indrani), Kannan (husband of Taxation
Committee Chairperson Vijayalaksh-
mi), Assistant Commissioners, aformer
Assistant Commissioner, Corporation
staff, and contract workers. She brought
thepropertytaxirregularitiestolightand
tookdisciplinaryaction by suspending 19
officials, includingthe thené>Commiss-
ioner and an Assistant Commissioner.
Furthermore, she obtained details of
buildings holding commercial electrici-
ty connections from TANGEDCO and
conductedfieldinspectionsbasedon that
data. These measuresresultedina 10perc-
entincreaseinthe Corporationsrevenue.
Duringalegislativeassembly session, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin asked Mayor Indrani
andthefive Zonal Chairpersonstoresign
tofacilitatethe investigation; they subs-
equently stepped down from their posts.
Sincethen, the Madurai Corporation has
been functioningwithoutaMayoror Zonal
Chairpersons. Usingthe Madurai Corpor-
ationspropertytaxrevisionasamodel, the
thene&»DMK government initiated astat-
ecrwidereviewtorevisehouseandproperty
taxesacrossallmunicipal corporations.
The Madurai Bench ofthe Madras High
Courtissuedanorder directingthatimpa-
rtialaction betakenregardingtheproperty
taxirregularities. A policeteam—Iled by
MaduraiRange DIG Abhinav Kumarand
including Central Crime Branch Assistant
Commissioner Vinothiniand Inspector
Annalakshmi—investigated the case.
However, thisinvestigation, too, waseven-
tuallyshelved. Allegationshadpreviously
arisenthatthepoliceallowed certain Zonal

Chairpersonsinvolvedintheirregularit-
iestoescapeandindirectlyfacilitatedthe
quickreleaseonbail of severalimplicated
officials. Now, following a changein ad-
ministration, the investigation into the
propertytaxirregularitieshasintensified,
and achargesheet isexpectedto befiled
within aweek. Consequently, summons
have beenissuedto question certain Co-
rporation officials linked to the fraud.
Amidst this, the Central Crime Branch
(CCB)policereportedlyplantointerrogate
four Zonal Chairpersons—includingamale
Zonal Chairpersondirectly implicatedin
thepropertytaxscam. Regardingthis, the
District Crime Branchpolicestated, “A police
teamledby Assistant Commissioner Vinod-
hinivisitedtheresidence oftheformer Zone
3 Chairpersonaround5:00 AM yesterday.
Theywokeup herhusband, Saravanan, and
took himtothe Central Crime Branchpolice
stationat Kuthiraippadaifor questioning.
Similarly, policevisitedthe homesof other
individuals—former Zonal Chairperson
Mukesh Sharma, Misa Pandian (husb-
and of Zone 3 Chairperson Pandiselvi),
and Vimal (husband of Zone 5 Chairpe-
rson)—to bringthem infor questioning.
Itisreportedthat, havinganticipatedthe
policearrival, theyhad already left their
homes. Theirmobile phonesarereporte-
dlyswitched off. Their families have been
advisedtoensurethey appear in person
to cooperate with the investigation.”
Policesources havealsorevealedthata
prominent VIB, who acted asaliaison
betweentheofficialsandthe Zonal Cha-
irpersonsinthispropertytaxirregularity
case, isalsolikelyto beimplicated.

e October 13 Chennai 2026

ArlekarBecomes FuIITime
Governorof TamilNadu

Presi dent Droupadi Murmu has issued an
order appointingRajendraVishwanath Arle-
kar as the full&time Governor of Tamil Nadu.
While R.N. Ravi had been serving as the
Governor of Tamil Nadu since 2021, he
was trans-
ferred to
the post
of Gover-
-+ nor of West

M Bengal la-
st March.
Subseq-
uently,
Rajendra
Vishwanath
Arlekar,
whowas se-
rving as the Governor of Kerala, was given
the additional charge of the Tami1 Nadu
Governorship. He has now been appointed
as the full&time Governor.

Apress release issued by the Rasht-
rapati Bhavan regarding this states: Om
Prakash Mathur, the Governor of Sikkim,
has been transferred to the post of Go-
vernor of Kerala. Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar, who held the office of Governor
of Kerala, has been appointed as the fu-
11&time Governor of Tamil Nadu.

According to apress release, Braj
Mohan Ram has been appointed as the Gov-
ernor of Odisha, Dr. Sudha Yadav as the
Governor of Karnataka, Dr. Dal Singh
Bishen as the Governor of Uttarakhand,
and Dushyant Gautam as the new Governor
\of Sikkim.

Turmerlc is cultivated on thousands of acresin
Erode everyyear. Inthe Erode market, the price of
turmericneared321,000 perquintal.

Youth Dies After Toxic Gas

Exposurein Pallikaranai Septic Tank
AnotherUndergoes Intensive Care

CHENNALI: Atragicinci-
denthasoccurredin Pallikar-
anai, whereayoungman lost
his life after beingovercome
by toxicgaswhileattempting
torescueanother person who
hadfallen into aseptic tank.
Rajesh (49) and Kesavan
(29), both residents of the
area, were engaged in cl-
=\ eaning the septic tank at

the home of a woman na-
med Aishwarya on Veerasamy Street, Pallikaranai.
Duringtheprocess, Rajesh was suddenly overcome by toxic
gasandfellinto the tank. Witnessingthis, Kesavan climbed
intothe tank to rescue him. However, he too was overcome by
thetoxicgas, and both men collapsed inside.

They weresubsequentlyrescued withthe help of neighbors.
Kesavan died at the scene, while Rajesh, who was unconscious
whenrescued, has been admittedtoaprivatehospitalfor treatment.
Upon receivingthe information, the Pallikaranai police
arrived at thescene, recovered Kesavan’s body, and sent it to
Tambaram Government Hospitalfor a postemortem exa-
mination. A casehas been registered, and an investigation
isunderway. Inasimilarincident yesterday (the 12th) in the
Kodungaiyur area of Chennai, workers were repairing afaulty
electric motor in a stormwater drain tank. Naveen Kumar
(34) and Asmath Basha (38) lost their lives after descending
intothe tank, whichwasapproximately 20 feet deep. Reports
indicate that one of them got into trouble after entering the
tank, andthe other went in torescue him.

Rescue operations werecarried out following the deaths of
bothmen. Aninvestigation was conductedto determine whether
thefatalities inthisincident were caused by toxicgasexposureor
other factors, suchas asphyxiation. Hazardous gases—including
methane and hydrogen sulfide—canaccumulatein septic tanks
andenclosed drainage systems; oxygen deficiency also posesa
lifeérthreateningrisk. Essential safety protocols include testing
gaslevels beforeenteringthe tank, ensuringadequate ventil-
ation, and utilizing proper safety gear and rescueequipment.
Notably, ifaperson collapsesinsideatank, another individual
enteringtorescuethemwithoutappropriate safety equipment can
alsoleadtoafatality. Theincidentin Pallikaranai, where ayoung
manlost hislifewhile attemptingarescue, highlightsthis danger.
These successive fatalities in Chennaiunderscorethe urgent
needtomonitorwhether safety regulations are being strictly
followed duringseptictank and drainage cleaningoperations.
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Navaratri Brahmotsavam
Beginsat Tirupati

TIRUMALALI: Two Bra-
hmotsavamsarebeingheld
thisyearatthe TirupatiLord
Venkateswara (Ezhumalaiy-
an)temple.

The annual Brahmot-
savam concluded last mo-
nth, having taken place
from September 15to 23.
Againstthisbackdrop, the
Navaratri Brahmotsavam
festival commenced yeste-
rdayand will continue until
the20thofthismonth. Onthe
firstday, Lord Malayappa—
accompanied byhisconsorts
Srideviand Bhudevi—was
takenoutinaprocessionon
agolden palanquinthrough
thefour Madastreets, gran-
tingdarshanto thedevotees.
Devotees gatheredalongthe

streetsworshippedthe Lord
while chanting “Govinda,
Govinda”

Incelebration ofthe Na-
varatri Brahmotsavam,both
Tirupaticityand Tirumala
areilluminated with electric
lights. At 14locationsacross
Tirupaticity, captivating
spiritual sceneshave been
createdusingelectriclightde-
corationstoattractthe public.
Similarly, Tirumalahasdonned
afestivelook,adorned with
electriclights, festoons, cu-
t&outs,and floral decorations
throughouttheholyhill. The
entire temple complex—incl-
udingthemainentrancetower
(*gopuram?), thesacrificial
altar (*bali peetham*), the
flagstaff (*kodikambam*),

and the sub&shrines—has
been beautifullyadorned
with floral decorationsand
illuminations.

**Periya Sesha Vahan-
am:** Lastnight, Lord Mal-
ayappa,accompanied by Go-
ddesses Srideviand Bhudevi,
appeared onthe*PeriyaSesha
Vahanam* (Grand Serpent
Mount) toblessthe devotees.
Alargenumber of devotees
participatedintheeventand of-
fered theirprayerstothe Lord.
Temple Executive Officer
M. Ravichandra, Additional
Executive Officer Venkaiah
Chowdary, the Chairman
and members of the Board
of Trustees,and hundreds
of devotees took partin the
proceedings.

Severe Retaliation Promised Against
Houthi Forces for Attack on Riyadh
Airport: Saudi Prince Asserts

RIYADH: Saudi Arabiahas
announcedthatasevereres-

ponsewillbedealtto Yemen’s |

Houthirebelsfollowing their
attackontheairportinRiyadh.
Prince Abdulazizbin Salman
stated: One personlost their
life when Yemen’s Houthi
rebelsattacked RiyadhsKing
Khalid International Airport
thedaybeforeyesterday.Ina
previousattackatthesamelo-
cation, 13 people werekilled
andhundredsinjured,leading
tothetemporarysuspension
ofairportservices.
Theseattacksaredesigned
totestSaudi Arabia’sinfrast-

® the worstattackin terms of

—

1%

ructure, institutions, people,
andresolve. Asthe world’s
largestoil exporterand the
mostpowerful nationinthe
region, Saudi Arabiaspends
billionsof dollarsonits mil-
itary. However, thishasbeen

| casualtiesoverthe pastdecade.

Attacksonenergyinfrastru-
cturecannotbetakenlightly.
| Inadditionto Riyadh Airp-
" ort,King Fahd International
Airportintheeasterncity of
Dammam wasalso targeted.
Furthermore,aballisticmis-

\ silelaunchedbythe Houthis

towardsakeymilitarybasein
thesouthern city of Khamis
Mushaitwasinterceptedand
destroyed. Theyarecomm-
itting outright war crimes.
The Saudi&led coalition will
deliverafirmresponsetoth-
em, Salman stated.

InChennai, the Ministerfor Labour Welfare and Skill Development, Mohamed
Parvez, distributed welfare assistance tounorganized sectorworkers. Depar-
tmentSecretary K. VeeraRaghavaRao and Labour Commissioner M. Vallalar
werealsopresent.

Traders Suffer32,000 Crore

Loss Dueto Delhi Protests

NEW DELHI: Tradersha- &
vereportedalossof2,000cro- i+
reduetoprotestsheldin Delhi. L
In thls regard, Brijesh Goyal,

Delhi, wrotealetter to the
Police Commissioner stating
thefollowing:
Protestshave been tak-
ing placein Delhiover the
pastfewdaysdemandingthe
resignation of Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Duringtheprotestheldonthe
10th,local officialsinstructed
shopkeepersinseveralareas
toclosetheirshops.Insome
locations, policeand adm-
inistrative officials exerted
pressuretodoso.

Consequently,busmess
operationscametoacom-
plete standstillin various
areas, resultinginatotal tr-
adeloss of approximately
32,000 crore across Delhi.
Therefore, traders should
notbecompelledto close
their shops during protests;
instead, necessary security
arrangementsshouldbemade
toensure markets continue
tooperate. With Navaratri

and Ramhla events curre-
ntlyunderway, the Diwali
festivalisalsoapproaching.
Thisperiodtypicallyseesan
increasein customer footfall
inmarkets. Under these cir-
cumstances, forced closures
orotherdisruptions would
adverselyaffectsales. Hence,
stepsmustbe taken to prev-
entsuch disruptions from
recurring. Thiswasstatedin
theletter.
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"Thisis Shiva’s Tandav; no strategy is
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needed” - Rahul G_andhl on the protest

NEW DELHI: Senior Con-
gressleader Rahul Gandhihas
stated, “Thisis Shiva’s Tandav;
nostrategyisrequiredforit.
Opposition partiesarestaging
various protests demanding
theresignation of ChiefElec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over the SIR issue.
Speakingatthe Congress
headquartersin Delhiamidst
thissituation, Rahul Gandhi
said, “ChiefElection Commi-
ssioner Gyanesh Kumar must
beremoved fromoffice. Next,
Prime Minister Modiand
AmitShahmustberemoved

from power.
Thisisasingular protest,
notamulti&faceted one. We
willnotrestuntil our objective
isachieved. Mysister (Priy-
anka Gandhi)advised thata
strategy should be formula-
ted forthe current protest.I
gaveheraclearreply: Thisis
Shiva’s Tandav;nostrategy
isneeded for it. Today, we
aremarching towards the
Supreme Court.
Tomorrow, therewillbe
anotherformofprotest. Thepr-
otestswill continue ceaselessly.”
Anyone can participatein Shi-

/

=
=
vas*Tandava* (cosmicdance).
I'wishto conveysomethingto
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di. Twohundred government

officialsfrom the Enforcement

Directorate, the CBI,and the
Ministry of External Affairs
arein contact with us. They
clearly explain to us whatis
happening. ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumaris engagingin vote
theft. The entire government
machineryisbeingusedto
shieldhim. Ourstrugglewill
notendinasingle day; wewill
continueto fightceaselessly.

Wesentalettertothe Chief
Justice of India. Heunderstan-
dsourconcernsregardingthe
needtosaveIndiandemocr-
acyandensurethatelections

are conducted fairly. He has
advisedustofileapetitionin
the Supreme Courtregardi-
ngthis matter. Accordingly,
leadersoftheINDIA alliance
will approach the Supre-
me Courttofilea petition.
Theentiretyof Delhihasbeen
turnedintoaprison. Trains
andbusesarrivingin Delhiare
beingstopped. RSSmembers
arebeatingand drivingaway
women participatinginthe
protest. Prime Minister Modi
isshielding ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. Hestated this.

15 MLAs supporting EdappadiPalaniswamiare
settoleave the AIADMK-Minister Sengottaiyan

ERODE: Minister Sen-
gottaiyan hasstated that 15
MLAssupporting Edappadi
Palaniswamiare poised to
leavethe AIADMK. Noting
thataconsultative meeting
ofdissidentMLAstookplace
following the by&election
defeat, Sengottaiyan remar-
kedthatitwasonlybecause
Edappadi Palaniswami exp-
elledhim fromthepartythat
hegained theopportunityto
servethepeople.

Maragatham Kumaravel,
Sathyabama, Jayakumar, Isakki
Subbiah, M.R. Vijayabhask-

ar,and Vijayabhaskar—who
had won onthe ATADMK
ticketinthe Assemblyelec-
tions—resigned from their
postsandjoinedthe TVK.
Amongthem, Maragatham
Kumaraveland Sathyabama
subsequentlywonagainin

the Madhuranthakamand |

Dharapuram by&elections.
Consequently, TVK functi-
onariesare eagerly awaiting
thenextby&election.
Meanwhile, disgruntled
ATADMK leaders—incl-
uding S.P. Velumani, C. V.
Shanmugam, and Natham

Viswanathan—havehelda
consultativemeeting.
Thishassparked specu-
lation thatanother faction
mightbreak away from the
ATADMK. Similarly, Minis-

ter Aadav Arjunahasopenly
announced that the TVK
welcomesthoseleavingthe
ATADMK. Speakingin Gobi,
Erodedistrict, Minister Sen-
gottaiyan stated, “15 people
aresoon goingtoleavethe
ATADMK. Idonotknowif
EdappadiPalaniswamiisaware
ofthis. Dissident MLAsheld
aconsultationjustyesterday.
Idonotknowwhatisgoingto
happen... Fortunately, Edapp-
adiPalaniswamiexpelledme
fromthe party” “Imanaged
toescapeandamnowserving
astheRevenue Minister here;

otherwise, [ toowould have
beenaformer minister left
withnothingto dobutwatch
fromthesidelines.
Moreover, theyhave se-
ated me directly opposite
EdappadiPalaniswami—I
amsittingtheretoshowhim
exactlywhereIstand”
Healso remarked that,
sincethe daysof MGRand
Jayalalithaa, he had never
seenanyone quitelike Vijay.
Sengottaiyan’s statements
have sparked expectations
thatother ATADMKMLAs
mightfollowsuit.

Electricity Procured at Rs. 35 Per Unit -
A Higher Prlce ThanDu rmg the DMK Regime

MADURALI: Former Mi-
nister PTR Palanivel Thiag-
arajanhasraised suspicions
regarding potential massive
corruptionin the procur-
ementof electricityat Rs.
35perunit. He questioned
whyatenderofferingalower
price—placed duringthe pr-
eviousadministration—was
cancelledinfavorofawarding
thecontractatahigherrate.
Power outageshavebeenoc-
curringin Tamil Naduever
sincethe TVK government
assumed office. Publicoutrage
ismountingasthese outages
takeplacenotonlyduringthe
daybutalsoatnight. Chennai
anditssuburbs,inparticular,

arefacing frequent power
cuts, prompting residentsto
taketothestreetsin protest.
Inastrikinginstance of this
crisis,apoweroutageoccurred
yesterdayatthe Secretariatit-
self, plungingthe government
administrationintodarkness.
Videosoftheincidentare

Teacher Eligibility
Test Results Released

CHENNAL: The results of the Teacher Eligibility Test

(TET)havebeenreleased.

Lastyear, the Supreme Courtissued an order mandating
thatallteachersworkingin governmentschools, govern-
ment&aided schools,and private matriculation schools
must pass the Teacher Eligibility Test.

Following this, the Tamil Nadu government planned to
conductaspecial eligibility test for teachersemployedin

stateschools.

Anotification wasissued by the Teachers Recruit-
mentBoard. The examination for teachersin primary
schoolswasheld on July4, while the exam for teachersin
high schoolstookplace on July 5. The special eligibility
testwasconductedacross 833 centers spanningall 38 dis-
trictsof Tamil Nadu. The Paper I examination washeld at
221 centers,and the Paper Il examinationat 612 centers.
Atotal 0f59,535 candidatesappeared for the PaperIexa-
mination,and 160,929 candidatesappeared for the Paper
ITexamination. Theresults for these testshave nowbeen

released.

Based ontheresults—which reflect thereduced qualif-
yingmarks—61,153 outofthe 160,929 candidates who
took the Graduate Teacherexamand 47,628 outof the
59,535 candidateswhotook the Secondary Grade Teach-

erexamhave qualified.

currentlytrendingonsocial
media. Ministershaveattri-
buted the outagestoadrop
inwind power generation.
Consequently,adecisionwas
madeto procureelectricity
from the open market. To
meetthedemand, the Tamil
NaduElectricity Distribution

Corporation (TANGEDCO)
floated atender to procure
4,500 MW of power onan
emergency basis.

The tender specified
the procurementof 1,500
MW during morning peak
hoursand 3,000 MW duri-
ngevening peakhours for
the period between Oct-
ober 12 and October 31.
While theauthorities were
preparedtoprocureelectri-
cityatratesranging fromRs.
31.99toRs.37 perunit, the
tenderwasfinalizedatRs.35
perunit.

The decision to award
atender for electricity pr-
ocurementatahigherra-

te—contrasting with the
DMK regimewhen powerwas
purchasedatpricesranging
from320t0330 per unit—has
sparked considerabledebate.
Commentingonthisviahis
X (formerly Twitter) handle,
former DMK Minister PTR
Palanivel Thiagarajan stated
thatcancellingthe previous
administration’s tender for
lower&cost power procure-
mentin favor of purchasing
electricityat335 per unit
indicateseitheranadminist-
rative or planning failure—or
potentially amassive case
of corruption—noting that
thereisapossibility of either
scenario.

Puffed Rice ProductionIndustryin Udumalpet
StrugglesDueto R|smg Raw MaterlaICosts

and *pakka* (alargerunit
> of measurement).

Duetotherising costof
| rawmaterials,asackof puffed

\\ riceweighing 55 *pakkas*
~ iscurrentlysold for3570.
~ Salesof traditional puffed

'« . | ricehavedroppedsignific-
antlyinrecenttimesdueto

.~ theinfluxofforeign snacks.

UDUMALPET: Manufac-
turershaveexpressed concern
thatthe puffed rice produc-
tionindustryin Udumalpet
isfacingadeclineduetothe
rising costof raw materials.
The puffedrice production
industryoperatesin vario-
usvillages near Udumalp-
et,including Eripalayam,
Kumaralingam, Kozhu-
mam, and Pappankulam.
Rice varieties specifically
suited for making puffed
riceare procuredinlarge
quantities (by thetonne) fr-
omthestates of West Bengal
(Kolkata) and Karnataka.
Thericeissoakedin water,
sun&dried,and arranged
intosmallheaps.

Subsequently,ingredients
suchassalt, sugar,bakingsoda,
andriversandareadded,and

themixtureisallowedtocure
forseveralhours.
Thepreparedriceisthen
cooked carefully overastove
formorethantwohourstopr-
oducecrispy, tastypuffedrice.
Thisyear, theriseinrawma-
terial costs hasimpacted
manufacturers. Thepriceof
thericeused formaking pu-
ffed rice—whichsold for¥55
perkilogramlastyear—has
now risento375perkilog-
ram due to various factors.
Thefinished puffedriceispac-
kedintosacksanddistributed
viawholesalers to markets
in Coimbatore, Tiruppur,
Madurai, Pollachi, Dindigul,
andvarious parts of Kerala.
Speakingaboutthis, producer
PoongodiSenthilkumarsaid,
“Wesell puffed rice by the*p-
adi* (atraditional measure)

B However, saleshave pic-

ked upbrisklynowwiththe
approaching SaraswathiPuja
and Ayudha Puja festivals.
Butthebusiness will sSlump
againafterthefestivalseason.
Previously, over 100 fami-
liesinthe Udumalpetarea
were engaged in thistrade.
However,astheindustryde-
clined, mostofthem moved
ontoalternativeoccupations.
The TamilNadugovern-
mentshouldstepintorevive
the struggling puffedrice
production industryand
safeguard thelivelihoods of
thefamiliesdependentonit”
Theproducershopethatthe
government will provide
subsidizedloansto purchase
modernmachineryrequir-
edforproduction, thereby
protecting thistraditional
industry.
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Newly elected Bar Council office bearers meet

CM; request to raise death relief to 725 lakh

CHENNATI: Newlyele-
cted office&bearers of the
Bar Council of Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry,led by Ch-
airman K. Kathiravan, met
Chief Minister Vijay and
Minister CTR Nirmal Kumar

yesterday.
Speakingtoreporters
later, K. Kathiravan said,
“We have placed several
demandsbefore the gover-
nmentaimedatensuringthe
welfareand safety of lawyers”

“Specifically,

we requested that the
deathreliefamount provi-
dedunder the Tamil Nadu
Advocates’ Welfare Fund
schemeberaised from310
lakh to3251akh, thata co-

mprehensive Advocates’

Protection Actbeena-
cted,and thatthe monthly
stipend for newly enrolled
younglawyersbeincreased
from¥3,000t0310,000,” he
added.

Countries likeIndia able to chart theirown
course; notalways agree with US- China

Former UK PM Rishi Sunak

NEW DELHI: Former UK

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak |

said on Tuesdaythat countries
like India and thoseinthe Gulf
areincreasingly ableto chart
theirown courseinachanging
global order and would not
always agree with the United
States or China, highlighting
growinggeopoliticaluncertainty
andthe changingdynamics of
globalpower.

Speaking duringapanel
discussion titled “Ihe End of
Predictability” at the Bloom-
berg New Economy Forum
2026 inthe national capital,
Sunak said theworldwas wi-
tnessingashiftaway fromthe
multilateral, rulesé~based
framework that had shaped
theglobaleconomy, creating
new uncertainties andrisks.

“Weallgrewup investing
in, operatinginamultilateral
rulesé+based framework, lar-
gelyenforced by US President
Trumpisnotacausefor that;
he’sasymptom ofthat, and the
worldthat wereinnowisone
wherewedont quiteknow what
wevesettleddown to, andthat
createsanenormousamount
of geopoliticaluncertainty and
indeed danger,” Sunak said.

Hepointedto China’sem-
ergenceasapeer competitor to

the United States across multzple
strategicdomains, describing
itasasignificant new feature of
theglobaleconomy. “So, China
isapeer competitorforthe US
acrosseconomic, military, and
technological domains. That
isanew feature ofthe world
economy,” hesaid.

Highlightingthegrowing
ability of countries such as
Indiaandthose inthe Gulfto
pursueindependent approa-
ches, Sunak said they would
increasingly make decisions
based on their own interests
ratherthannecessarily aligning
with Washington or Beijing.
“CountrieslikeIndia, like the
Gulf, now areable to chart
theirown course. Theyrenot
goingtoalwaysagreewith the
US or China. They’regoingto
dowhattheywant, andthat’s
anewfeature,”the former UK
Prime Minister said.

Sunak also expressed co-

J

ncernovertheglobalsecurity
environment, citingthe incr-
easing number ofarmed con-

flictsandtheimplications for

internationalstability.
“AndIthinkitsno coinci-
dencethatright nowthereare
morearmed conflictshappening
thanat any point since World
Warll. 61 different stateeb-
ased armed conflictsaround
theworld. NowIlook at that,
andI'mworried,” hesaid. “I
think President Trump prob-
ably looks at that and thinks
61 opportunities towin the
Nobel Peace Prize,” he added.
Sunak further referredto
remarks by the US Presiden-
tsdeputy chiefof staffon the
changinginternationalenvir-
onment, sayingtheyreflected
aworldincreasingly shapedby

between economic security,
national security and tech-
nological capabilities. “Now
Ithink that kind of Puseyian
worldviewisprobably alittle
bitextreme.

It’snot that bad, but we
arecertainlylivinginanen-
vironment where hard pow-
er matters, and states have
realised that their economic
security isindivisible from
their national security and
technological strength, which
is creatinga world I think of
asunreachability. What we
aretalkingabout isa cocktail
of risks. To think of it in those
terms, there,” henoted.

Thepaneldiscussion, “The
End of Predictability”, exam-
ined thenature of leadership
inanera when uncertainty,

powerandstrategicstrength. fragmentationand disruption

“But his deputy chief of staff
said somethinginstructive
abouttheenvironment, and
hesaidwearelivinginaworld
thatisgoverned by force, that
isgovernedbystrength, thatis
governed by power,”Sunak said.

Whiledescribingthis asse-
ssmentassomewhat extreme,

havebecome definingfeatures
oftheglobaleconomy. Theses-
sionalso featured Natarajan
Chandrasekaran, Chairman of
TataSons, and Jonathan Gray,
President and ChiefOperating
Officerof Blackstone. The Blo-
omberg New Economy Forum
2026isbeingheldin New Delhi

Sunak stressedthathardpower from October 13to October 15

was becoming increasingly
importantandthat countries
wererecognisingthe closelinks

underthetheme “A Worldin
Play: Definingthe New Levers
of Power”.

AIADMK's 55th Anniversary: Headquarters
Directs D|str|but|on of Welfare Assistance

CHENNALI: The AI-
ADMKheadquartershas
issuedinstructionsto
distribute welfareassistan-
cetomarktheparty’s55th
anniversary. A statement
releasedinthisregardrea-
dsasfollows:

To celebrate the AllIndia
AnnaDravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK-
)—foundedbytheparty’s
foundingleader, ‘Ponma-
naChemmal’ M.G.R.—st-
eppingintoits 55thyear
on Saturday, October17,
2026, AIADMK Gener-
alSecretaryand former
Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, Edappadi Palanisw-
ami, will pay hisrespectsat
10:30 AM. Hewill garland
andshower flowerson the
statues of the party’s fou-
ndingleader M.G.R.and
Jayalalithaa,located at the
‘Puratchi Thalaivar M.G.R.
Maaligai’ headquarters
complexon Avvai Shanm-
ugam Salai, Royapettah,

~ pateinlargenumbersand

—  maketheoccasionagrand

Following this, he will
hoistthe partyflagand dis-
tribute sweets.
Partyheadquartersfunct-
ionaries, district secretari-
es, Members of Parliament
and Legislative Assembly,

former ministers, for-
mer MPsand MLAs, state
anddistrictfunctionaries
of party&affiliated wings,
aswellasrepresentatives
from the Puratchi Thal-
aivar M.G.R. Mandram,
Puratchi Thalaivi Am-
maPeravai,and M.G.R.
[wings] will participatein
thisevent. We earnestly

request theoffice&bearers
fromthe party’svarious
wings—includingthe Yo-
uth Wing, Women’s Wing,
StudentWing, Anna Trade
Union, Advocates’ Wing,
Minorities’ Welfare Wing,
Farmers’ Wing, Fisherm-
en’s Wing, Medical Wing,
Literary Wing, Unorgani-
zed Sector Drivers’ Wing,
Youth Brigade, Young Wo-
men’s Brigade,IT Wing,
Traders’ Wing,and Arts
Wing—along with current
and formerrepresenta-
tivesoflocalbodiesand
cooperative societies,and
all party cadres, to partici-

| success.

Furthermore, to mark
thecommencement of
theparty’s 55th year, we
requestthatyoucelebrate
the daywith greatenthu-
siasm by:repaintingthe
majestic partyflagpoles
locatedatthebranch, wa-
rd,andcirclelevelsacross
the party’sorganizational
districts; erecting new
flagpoles where none exist
andhoisting the partyflag;
garlandingand paying
respectstothe portraitsof
ourtwo greaticons—Rev-
olutionaryLeader M.G.R.
and RevolutionaryLeader
Amma—anddistributing
sweets;and providing food
and welfareassistance to
theneedy. Wealsorequest
thatvarious programsbe
organizedto celebratethe
party’sfounding day with
fervorinother states where
the party operates.
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¥1,100 CroreAllocated to UpgradePort
Infrastructure; New ProjectsinTamilNadu

CHEMNNAI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated development
projectsworthapproximat-
ely?1,100 croreandlaid the
foundation stones for new
initiativesacrossthreeports
in Tamil Nadu:

ChennaiPort, Kamarajar
Port(Ennore),and V.O. Chida-
mbaranar Port (Thoothukudi).
Industryexperts state that
theseprojectswillboost Tamil
Nadu’seconomicgrowthand
enhancethecargo&handling
capacitiesoftheports. At Che-
nnai Port, the Prime Minister
inaugurated four projects
valuedat3158.17 crore.

Fournewwarehouseshave

been constructedtohandle
importand exportgoods,
andthecruise passenger te-
rminalhasbeenupgraded.
Portsourcesindicated that

theseinfrastructure faci- |°

lities would help attracta |
larger number of internati-
onal cruiseshipsto Chennai.
AtKamarajar Port,adedicated
coal&handlingfacility—built
atacostof3261 croretohand-
le coalimportsforthe Tamil
Nadu Generationand Distr-
ibution Corporation (TAN-
GEDCO)—wasinaugurated.
This facility is expected to
streamline coal&handling
operationsandincreaseover-
all cargo&handling capacity.
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Additionally, thePrime
Ministerlaid the foundati-
onstone foranew container
terminalat V.O. Chidamba-
ranar Portin Thoothukudi,
atacostofI517.19 crore.
Aseniorportofficial stated
thatthe construction of this
new container terminal would
furtherstrengthentheoper-
ationalefficiencyoftheport,

whichservesasakeygateway
forthesoutherndistrictsand
surroundingregions. Overall,
thesedevelopmentprojects
beingundertaken at Tamil
Nadu’sthree major portsare
expectedtoenhance cargo
transportaswell asexport
andimportactivities, while
also contributingtothestate’s
economicgrowth.

Sports classesinschools five
days aweek: MlnlsterRajmohan

CHENNAIL: Whilere-
leasing therevised school
timetable in Chennai, the
Minister stated the following:
Foralongtime,studentshave
beenrequestingdaily physi-
caleducation classes. Weare
changingtheschedule from
justtwosportsperiodsawe-
ektofive,asreflectedinthe

revised timetable. The goal
ofhavingsportsclassesfive
daysaweekisnowbecominga
reality; students willhave sp-
ortssessionseveryday. These
classesmustnotbesuspen-
dedforanyreason;instead,
students should be encour-
agedtoparticipateinsports.
Do notexclude any child

duringsportsactivitiesin
schools. Donotsideline
thembased on caste, re-
ligion, or skin color. The
ChiefMinister desires that
Olympicmedalsbewonby
athletesemergingfrom Ta-
milNadu’ssportsgrounds.

' Thus spoke Minister Ra-
jmohan.

Bernie Sanders slams SpaceX CEQ over spending
$366 mil on Republican Partyin US midterm

WASHINGTON: US
Senator Bernie Sanderson
Monday (local time) slam-
med SpaceX CEQ, billionaire
ElonMusk, overhisreported
spendingof USD 366 million
tosupportRepublicansin
theupcoming USmidterm
elections,accusingthetech
mogulofusinghisenormous
wealthtoinfluence American
politicsand calling foranend
tooligarchy.

InapostonX, Sanderslin-
ked Musks political spending
tothebillionaire’s growing
wealth following US Presid-
entDonald Trump’selection
victorylastyear,arguing that
thefinancial benefits Musk
hadreceived werenotenough
tostop him from spending
furthertokeep Republicans
incontrolof Congress. “Elon
Musk spent $290 million to
elect Trump.

Itpaid oft. Since his ele-
ction, Musk got $696 billion
richer &becamethe world’s
Isttrillionaire. Butthat’snot
enough. Now, Muskis spe-
nding $366 million to keep
Republicansin controlof Co-
ngress. STOP MUSK.STOP
OLIGARCHY; Sanderssaid.

MusKsreported political
expenditurehasdrawnatte-
ntionamid preparations for
the US midterm elections,
with The New York Times
reporting on Monday that

hehadspentUSD276 F
millionsinceJulyalo-
ne,includingUSD 158
millionforasuper PAC
focused on Republic-
an Senate candidates,
makinghimthelargest
singledonorthisyear.
“Theserobustinvest- |
ments haveallowed
the GOPapparatusto
getitsmessage outso
Republicanscanhave k
afighting chanceto
defyhistory;,” AmericaPAC
spokesman AndrewRomeo
told The New York Times.
Sanders’ criticism comes
asMusk, the CEO of SpaceX
and theworld’s richest tec-
hnologyentrepreneur, has
alsodrawnattentioninIndia
over hisallegationsthat pow-
erfulbusinessinterestswere
obstructing StarlinK’s entry
into the country’s satellite
communications market.
InapostonXresponding
toadiscussionabouttheneed
for Starlinkin India, Musk
alleged thatthe companywas
beingblocked by powerful
businessintereststo protect
their market position. “Un-
fortunately, we (Starlink)
arebeingblockedby certain
oligarchsinordertomaintain
their monopolisticchokehold
ontheIndianpeople. Youcan
guesswhotheyare... Thisis
acrimeagainstthepeopleof

India,” Musksaid.
However, the Minist-
ryof Communications has
maintained thatthe count-
ry’sregulatory framework
forsatellitecommunication
servicesisfairand non&d-
iscriminatory, stating that
alllicensed operators must
complywith theapplicable
securityrequirementsbefore
proceedingtothenextstage
oftheauthorisation process.
Inastatementthe Mini-
strysaid, “The Government
hasputinplaceafairand
non&discriminatoryauth-
orisation framework forall
telecommunicationservices,
includingsatellitecommun-
icationservices”
TheMinistryalsoclarified
thattelecomlicenceshadbeen
grantedtothreeglobalmobile
personal communicationby
satellite servicesbased onno-
n&geosynchronoussatellite
orbittechnology, withsecu-

rityassessments
underway forall
threelicensees. It
furtherstated that
everylicenseewas
required todemo-
nstratecompliance
withsecuritycond-
itionstoensurethe
safety ofusersand
theirdata,adding
thatspectrumas-
signmentcouldbe
pursuedoncethe
relevantassessment process
wascompleted.

Musk’s remarks about
oligarchicinfluencein In-
diastandin contrastto the
politicalinfluence his own
spendinghasattractedinthe
United States.

Whileaccusingunnam-
edIndianbusinessinterests
of seekingto preserve their
marketdominance, Muskhas
reportedlyspenthundredsof
millionsofdollarssupporting
Republican candidatesand
effortstoretain Republican
controlof Congress. Sanders,
inhiscriticism, specifically
questionedthe concentration
of politicalinfluencein the
handsofwealthyindividuals,
arguing that MusKs growing
fortuneand continued po-
litical spendingillustrated
theinfluence ofbillionaire
wealth onthe American po-
litical system.

Acceptance of Resignations of 6 AIADMK
MLAs Upheld: Madras High Court Order

~ CHENNAT: The AIADMK

Whipand M.S. Ravi, leader of
the National People’s Power

Prty(NationalMakkalSakthi
Katchi),
hadseparately filed peti-

tionsinthe Madras High
Court challenging the
Speaker’sdecisiontoaccept
theresignationletters of six
ATADMKMLAs.
Abench comprising

wgl ChiefJusticeS.A. Dhar-
5 madhikariand Justice

= G. Arulmurugan heard
the caseand had previ-
ouslyreserveditsverdict.
Inthejudgment deliv-
eredtoday, the ChiefJustice’s
benchruledthatthe Speaker’s

acceptance ofthesix AIAD-
MKMLAS resignations was
correct;itheld thattherewas
nolegalbartoacceptingthe
resignationsdespite pending
disqualification proceedings
and declared the orderac-
ceptingtheresignationsto
belegallyvalid.
Furthermore, the High
Courtdirected the Speakerto
makeadecisionregardingthe
disqualification ofthe MLAs
withintwomonths.
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