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India supplies medicines to
the world at very low prices

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stated that India has been
supplying medicinesto the
entireworldatverylowprices.
The US&based Bloomberg
organization has establish-
edapresenceacrossvarious
sectors, including financial
services, software,and media.
The “BloombergNew Econ-
omy Forum” waslaunched
bytheorganizationin2018,
anditholdsanannualspecial

conference.

These conferencesare
typically heldin cities such
as Singapore and Beijing.
Forthefirsttime, the Bloo-
mbergconferencebeganin
Delhiyesterday, with over
500 economicexpertsfrom
around the world particip-
ating. Speakingon the first
dayoftheconference, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
said: Inthe21stcentury, te-
chnology, data, knowledge,
andinnovationdeterminea
nation’sstrength.
Indiaisafrontrunnerin
allfouroftheseareas. Before
2014, there were only 100
start&ups in India; today,
more than 250,000 such
companiesareoperational.

Rs. 3,108 Crore ‘Main Ring Main’

Pipeline Projectin Chennai
CM V1] ay to Lay Fou

CHENNAI Workisset
tocommenceonlayingded-
icated pipelinesto facilitate
thesupplyof1.2billion liters

(120 croreliters) of drinki-

BermeSanders callsouto

ng water to the residents of
Chennai.

Thiswater willbedrawn
from 84 distribution stations,
sourced fromlakes, groundw-

ndation Stone Today

ater,and desalination plants.
The Chennai Water Board
isimplementing the ‘Main
Ring Main’ projecttoensure
water canbediverted from
oneareatoanother during
times of scarcity. This project
links nine water sources—i-
ncludingadesalination plant
witha capacity of400 million
liters (40 croreliters)—intoa
unifiedringnetwork.
Spanninga distance of
98 kilometers, the project

involveslaying stainless
steel pipelines and constr-
ucting pumping stations.
Theprojectisbeing executed
atacostofRs. 3,108 crorewith
financial assistancefromthe
Asian Development Bank. Ta-
milNadu ChiefMinister Vijay
willlay the foundation stone
andinaugurate the project
today. The foundation&layi-
ngceremonyisscheduled to
take placeat Sholinganallur
at4:00 PM today.

igarchicinfluencein‘corrupt’US

campaign finance system, cites Musk’s electionfunding

WASHINGTON : US
Senator Bernie Sanderson
Tuesday (localtime) slammed
the “corruptcampaign finance
system”inthe US,citingthesu-
bstantialelectionspendingby
billionaireand SpaceX founder
ElonMuskandotherinfluential
groupsahead ofthe l .
upcomingUSmidt- [}
ermelections, while |
callingfor sweeping h
campaignfinancere-
form.InapostonX, §
Sandershighlighted i
themoneyspentby
wealthyindividuals,
cryptocurrencyin-
terestsand political
advocacygroupsduringthe
2024&2026 electioncycleon
Republicans,arguingthatthe
scaleofsuchexpenditureun-
derscored theneedtoreform
thecampaignfinancesystem.

“Whatacorruptcampai-
gnfinancesystemlookslike:
Between2024and 2026, Musk
spentover $650milliontobuy
elections. Cryptospentover
$500 million. ATPAC spent
$230million. Alspentover $200
million. Dems mustimplem-
entREAL campaignfinance
reform. ONEPERSON,ONE
VOTE, Sanderssaidinthepo-
st.Sandersalsotookaimatthe
influence of major technology
companies,labellingthem “Big
TechOligarchs”andwarning
againstgrowinginfluencein
shaping publicpolicy.Ina
separatepost, Sanders, while

backingaproposalbyMichigan
Democratic Senate candidate
Abdul El&Sayed to tempor-
arilyhaltthe development of
advancedartificialintelligence
modelsand datacentresuntil
policymakersestablish new

warnedagainstallowingwea-
Ithytechnologyexecutivesto
determinethefuturedirection

ofthetechnology. “Thankyou
Abdul El&Sayed for putting
outaboldplantoprotectthe
Americanpeopleagainstthe
veryserious dangers posed
byadvanced Al & superin-
telligence.Ilook forward to
workingwith youto passit.
Wewon'tallow Big Tech Oli-
garchstodeterminethefuture
ofhumanity;’ Sanderswrote.
Theremarksmarkedanother
instanceofSanders criticising
MusKspoliticalinfluenceand
the concentration of wealth
and power in the hands of
billionaires.

Musk, thefounderofSpac-
eXand Tesla, hasfacedrepeated
criticism from Sanders over
hispolitical spending.

safeguards for the technology,

Earlier, the USsenatoracc-
usedthebillionaire ofusinghis
wealthtoinfluence American
politicsand supporteffortsto
keep Republicansin controlof
Congress.Inanearlier poston
XonMonday, Sanderssaid Mu-
skhad spentUSD 290 million
' tohelpelectUS
PresidentDon-
| ald Trumpand

| wassubseque-
ntlyspending
¥ hundreds of
millionsofdo-
, llarstosupport
¥ Republican ca-
ndidatesahead
ofthemidterm
elections. “Elon Musk spent
$290milliontoelect Trump.
Itpaid off. Sincehiselection,
Muskgot $696 billion richer
&becametheworld’s Isttrill-
ionaire. Butthatsnotenough.
Now, Muskisspending $366
million tokeep Republicans
incontrolof Congress. STOP
MUSK.STOPOLIGARCHY;
Sanderssaid. The New York
Timeshadreported that Musk
spent USD 276 millionsince
Julyalone, including USD
158 million forasuper PAC
focused on Republican Senate
candidates, makinghimthe
largestsingledonorthatyear.

Sanders latestcommentson
artificialintelligenceand calling
out “Big Tech Oligarchs” come
amidattentionsurrounding
MusK’s planstorename Spa-
ceXAlasSpaceXSI, following

USPresident Donald Trump’s
executiveorder directingex-
ecutivebranch departments
andagenciestousetheterms
“SuperIntelligence” and “SI”
in official communications
and policy documents. On
October 5, Musk confirmed
theproposed changeinapost
onXwhilerespondingtoauser
whosuggestedrenamingthe
company. “Yes, we willmake
thatchange,” Musksaidinreply
tothesuggestion. Inanother
post,headded, “Nomore AL
SLit'sbetter”

Therebrandingfollowed
Trump’sexecutiveordertitled
“InauguratingtheEraof Super
Intelligence’; signedon Septe-
mber29,whichdirectsfederal
departmentsandagenciestouse
theterms “SuperIntelligence”
and “SI”inofficial correspo-
ndence, publiccommunica-
tions, policydocumentsand
non&statutorydocuments.
Sanders’ criticism of Musk’s
political spendingandhiswa-
rningagainsttheinfluence of
technologybillionaireshave
brought campaign finance
reformand Alregulationinto
thesamedebate,asthe United
Statesapproachesitsmidterm
elections.

His comments call for
greaterlimitsonthepolitical
influence of wealthyindivid-
ualsand corporateinterests,
alongside stronger public
safeguardsforemergingtec-
hnologies.

PM Narendra Modiexpresses pride

Women lead app roxi-
mately45 percentofthese
enterprises. Throughvarious
social welfareschemes, wehave
lifted 250 million peopleacross
thecountryoutofpoverty—a
monumentalachievement.
Subsidy fundsare transfer-
red directlyto people’sbank
accounts. Newchallengesare
constantlyemergingin tod-

ay’sworld, leadingtosevere
shortagesofenergyandrare
minerals; Indiaiseffectively
addressingtheseissues. Solar
power generationisincreasing
significantlyacrossthenati-
on.Indiasuppliesmedicines
tothe entire world atvery
affordableprices; duringthe
COVID&19pandemic, we
distributed vaccinesand me-
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The UnionMinisterfor Defence, ShriRajnath Singh attendsthe 1stASEAN-India DeenceTHinkTaﬁk ;:rum

dicinestoover 100 countries.
India’seconomic growthhas
reached7.8 percent,and the
country’s foreign exchange
reservesstandat $700 bill-
ion. “Wearerectifying past
mistakesandimplementing
variouseconomicreforms. As
aresult, the country’secono-
myisgrowingrapidly. Indiais
emergingasapioneerinthe
field ofartificialintelligence,”
said Prime Minister Naren-
draModi.

atManohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA),in New Delhi.

Rivalrybetween superpowers: China’s
debt -35,843 lakh crore, USA - ¥3,829 lakh crore

WASHINGTON: The
United Statesand China, the
worldslargesteconomies, are
facingacrisisastheygrapple
withmountingdebtburdens.
AccordingtoInternational
MonetaryFund (IMF) project-
ionsfor2025regarding China,
thetotal debtacross non&f-

inancialsectors—including
the centralgovernment,local
governments, households,
and corporations—standsat
approximately $61.5trillion.
Thisfigurerepresents 310
percentofthecountry’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
translatingtoroughly 35,843

lakh croreinIndian currency.
Similarly, US government
debtcontinuestorise.
AccordingtoUS Treasury
data, thetotal governmentdebt
stoodatapproximately $40.31
trillionasof October 8,2026.
InIndian currency, thisamo-
untstoapproximately<3,829

lakhcrore.

Boththe USand China
play pivotalrolesin global
trade. Economists fear that
therising debtburdenin
these superpowers could
impact financial markets,
investments, interest costs,
andinternational trade.
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INDIA Blocto Stage Protest in Chennai Tomorrow
Demanding Removal of Gyanesh Kumar

CHENNAI: TheINDIA
blocissettoholdaprotestin
Chennaitomorrow,demanding
theremoval of ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Morethan 130 million (13
crore) nameshavebeenre-
moved duringtheintensive
specialrevision of electoral
rolls conducted across the
country. TheElection Com-
missionofIndiahasclarified
thatthisprocesswascarriedout
accordingtodueprocedure.
However, oppositionparties

haveallegedirregularitiesin
theprocess.

Consequently, the IN-
DIA blocandvariousother
organizationshavebeensta-
gingprotestsdemandingthe
resignation of ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
ProtestsbeganatDelhi’sJantar
Mantar on GandhiJayanti,in-
volvingthe Aam AadmiParty
(AAP)andstudentorganiz-
ationssuchasthe Students’
Federation of India (SFI), the
National Students’ Union of

India (NSUI),and the AllIndia
Students’ Association (AISA).

Theagitation hassince
intensified; recently,a prot-
estwasalso held by the ‘Ka-
rappanPoochiJanataParty’.
Against thisbackdrop, the
INDIAblochasorganizeda
protestin Chennai’s Egmore
areatomorrow to demand
theremoval of ChiefElecti-
on Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over the ‘SIR issue.
Leadersfromalliancepartn-
ers—includingthe Congress,

TVK,VCK,MDMK,IUML,
the CommunistPartyof India
(CPI),and the Communist
PartyofIndia (Marxist) (CP-
I&M)—will participatein this
protest.
Thedemonstrationwillbe
ledby TamilNadu Congress
leaderand MP Manickam
Tagore, with theparticipation
of Minister Rajmohan, Vaiko,
Thol. Thirumavalavan, K.M.
Kader Mohideen, M. Veera-
pandian,and P.Shanmugam,
amongothers.
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Today horoscope

~Exercise caution in your social circlesand
\| avoid unnecessaryarguments. Expensesrelated
toyour children may deplete your savings. You
willattempt to renovate and expand your ances-
tralhome. Actupon theadvice of your business
partners. Workload at the office willincrease.

Youwill gain the strength to overcomead
versaries. Youwillachieve your goals through
firm communication. Your income will rise
sufficiently to allow for savings. You will replace
faultyappliances with newones. Avoid arguments
attheworkplace. Business willbe profitable.

Your words will carry more weight within

the family. Youwill sell your propertyat the
expected price. Youwill gain the friendship of
influentialand successful people. Theatmo-
sphere at work willbe joyful. Youwill succeedin
business by employing new strategies.

Thesseries of expenses youhave been
facing willnow decrease. You will successfully
complete even challenging tasks. You will ren-

ovateand expand your ancestral home. You

will seek the assistance of prominent figures

forbusiness purposes. A document you were
searching forat the office will be found.

Childrenwill conductthemselvesresponsi-
‘bly. Happiness willabound in the family. Expens-
esrelated toyour vehiclearelikely. Interestin
yogaand spirituality will grow. Youwill recover
outstandingduesinbusiness. Youwill receive
supportfromsuperiorsatwork.

Youmay find yourselfimmersed in past
memories. Some people may speak ungrate-
fully. Your social standing willimprove. Out- )
standing duesinbusiness willbe collected. A
superioratwork willextendafriendlyhand.
Avoidinterfering in other people’saffairs.

Your reputationamongrelativesand friendswillrise.
H Paternalassets will comeintoyour

by (i . . X :
i i possession. Elder sisters will provide
financial assistance. Itisbestto focussolely
onyourownworkattheoffice. Business
willflourish.

With the Moon transiting your sign, your

cashreservesmaydeplete. Itisadvisableto [

avoidunnecessaryarguments. Children may [~

experience minor healthissues. Colleaguesat

workwillrespectyou. Competitioninbusiness
willintensify.

You will start saving by spending frugally. You will gain
_V?I%eneﬁts through maternalrelatives. The verdictina
S\ disputeregardingancestral property willbein
your favor. Outstanding duesinbusiness willbe

recovered. Avoidargumentsat the workplace.

Fatiguewillvanish,and youwillappear
cheerful. Financial inflowwill besatisfactory. You
willmakeeffortstosellancestralassetssuchasa
house, plot, oragriculturalland. Youwill succeed
ingovernment-related matters. Superiorsat work
willappreciateyou.

Expected moneywillarrive. Youwillreplace
| worn-out household items and decorate your
homewith new ones. Youwillattract customers
by employing new strategiesin your business.
Your professional standing willimprove.

Moneyduetoyouwillreachyourhands.
Youwillbeginsaving for the future. Youwill get
acquainted withnewpeople. Itisbesttoavoid
interferingin others’ affairsat the workplace. You
willexpand yourbusiness.

Upto6Months' Jail for

PIaymg Loud Musicon Trains

CHENNALI: So-
uthern Railwayhas
issuedawarningsta-
A ting that passengers
% couldfaceuptosix

* monthsin prisonfor
listening to music
orwatchingvideos
= athigh volume on
their mobile pho-
nes withoutusing
headphonesduri-
ngtrainjourneys.
Millions of people travel by train across the count-
ryeveryday. Duringlong&distance journeys, some
passengers have a habit oflistening to music or wa-
tching videos on their mobile phones—often at hi-
gh volume—which causes inconvenience to others.
Passengershave previouslybeen advised to useheadph-
ones or earphones whenlistening to music or watching
videosand to speak softly during phone calls.

Now, Southern Railway has warned that engaging
inactivitieslikelistening to music or watching videosat
high volume withoutheadphonescanresultinaprison
sentence of up to six months. Consequently, ifa pass-
enger causes a nuisance to fellow travelers by playing
loud music or videos on their phone withoutheadpho-
nes—whetherat the station or on the train—they may
faceafine 031,000, a six&month jail term, or both.
Ordersregarding thishave beenissued toall railway di-
visions. Fines will be collected by Ticket Examiners or
Commercial Department officials of equivalentor higher
rank. Continued disturbance despite the warning could
lead toafine of up to35,000, officials stated.
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Parties gear up for by-elections in Viralimalai,

Karur,and Trichy East constituencies
TVKaimstosustainitswinningmomentum; DMK seekstoreclaim

lostground; AIADMKlsdetermlnedtomakeacomeback'

CHENNALI: Following
thevictories of Maragatham

Kumaraveland Sathyabam- |
a—who contestedonbehalfof |

TVKinthe Maduranthakam
and Dharapuram constituen-
cies—former AIADMKMLAs
named Vijayabhaskar have
also commenced byerelection
preparationsinthe Viralimalai
and Karur constituencies with
similarexpectations.

The DMK ispreparingto
enter the fray with the aim of
reclaiminglostterritory, while
the AIADMK is gearingup to
restore its waning influen-
ce. Maragatham Kumaravel
and Sathyabama, who had
previouslywonas AIJADMK
candidates before resigning
their MLA poststojoin TVK,
successfullyretainedtheir seats
inthesubsequentbyeelections.
Consequently, political pa-
rties have intensified their
electionerrelated activities
in constituencies such as Vi-
ralimalai, Karur, and Trichy
East, whereelectionshad been
postponed due to court stays.
InViralimalai, C. Vijayabhas-
karismeetingthepublicdaily,
confidentthat he will secure
theticket to contest on behalf
of TVK.

Avideo of him praising
Chief Minister Vijay is also

circulating on social media.
Onthe DMKside, speculation
suggeststhe candidate will be
either District Secretary K.K.
Chellapandianor Palaniappan.
Forthe AIADMK, itisreported
that the candidate will likely
be District Secretary Palani-
vel, Deputy Secretary Nallur
Karuppiah, orformer District
Panchayatmember Sivasamy.
InKarur, M.R. Vijayabhask-
arremains confident that he
willsecurethe opportunity to
contestfor TVKandis certain
ofachievingvictory. Similarly,
TVK DistrictSecretary Mat-
hialaganis confident that the
partyleadership willgive him
anotheropportunity, giventhe
varioushardshipsheendured
forthepartyfollowingtheinc-
identin Karurwhere41 people
lost their livesin a stampede.
Meanwhile, the AIADMK has
commencedelectionérelated
activitiesintheareaunder the
leadership of District Secretary
Kamalakkannan.
Whilethereisspeculation

that hemight befielded asthe
candidate, meetingswithparty
cadreshavealready been held
acrossthe constituency.

Onthe DMK side, Senthil
Balajiisexpectedto oversee
theelection work. Regarding
the Trichy East constituency,
Chiranjeevi—son of Ku.Pa. Kr-
ishnan—hadfilednomination
papersasasubstitutecandidate
for Vijayinthepreviouselection.
Hewastheonewho received
Vijay’s certificate of victory;
consequently, thereistalk that
hemightsecuretheopportunity
thistime.

Additionally, former Minis-
ter VellamandiNatarajan, who
wonthis constituencyin2016
andservedasaminister, is seek-
ingtheseatfor hisson, Jawahar.
Likewise, R.K. Raja—who
established the first fan club
in Trichy—and the current
District Secretary, Kudamu-
ruttiKarikalan, havealready
begun touringtheconstituency,
hopeful of securingtheticket.
Itappearsthatthe DMK might

field Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi,

InigoIrudayaraj, orafreshface.

' Reportssuggestthateither Aay-

in Karthikeyan or Manoharan
could contest on behalf of the

. AIADMK, whilethereisalsoa

possibility that AMMK General
Secretary T.T.V. Dhinakaran
mightenterthefray. Following
thevictoriesin Maduranthakam
andDharapuram, TVK cadres
areconfidentof winningthese
three constituenciesinthe Ce-
ntral Zone. Meanwhile, DMK
cadresbelievethatwithalittle
extraeffort, they can secure
victory, having successfully
retained theirvote sharefrom
thelastgeneralelection without
relyingonalliancepartnets.
AIADMK cadresarealso
waiting with determinati-
on, convinced that their fut-
uredepends onrevivingtheir
waning popularity through
these byerelections. Across
the Viralimalaiconstituency,
supportersof Vijayabhaskar
arecreatingabuzzbypainting
TVK's Whistle’symbolonwalls.
Hissupportersconfidently pro-
claimthatthepartyleadership
appreciatedhistireless, whirlw-
indeffortsinthe Dharapuram
constituency; consequently,
theyarecertain thatthe TVK
ticket for Viralimalaiwillgoto
himandthatvictoryisassured.

Diwali Hamper for 3 Lakh Ration Cardholders

in Pud

KARAIKAL: Minister V.P.
Sivakolundhuhasannounced
thata Diwalihamperwillbe
providedto3lakhration card-
holdersinthe Union Territory
ofPuducherry.

A departmental review
meetingwasheldyesterdayat
the Perunthalaivar Kamarajar
Administrative Complexin
Karaikal, presided overby V.P.
Sivakolundhu, the Minister
for Civil Supplies, Consumer
Affairs,and Social Welfare.
Puducherry Agriculture Mini-
ster Rajasekaran, Leaderofthe
Opposition A.M.H.Nazeem,
MLAsMeenakshisundaram
and V. Vigneshwaran, Social
Welfare DepartmentDirector
P.Ragini,and other departm-
ental officials participatedin

11 Deadi

themeeting.

Duringthe meeting, the
Leader of the Opposition
and theMLAsraised several
points: Theyurged thatvacant
postswithinthedepartments
befilledimmediately.

Theynoted thatfinancial
assistancefor funeralexpensesis
stillpendingfor 157applicants.
They alsorequested that,
regarding applications for
old&age pensions, officials
should notrelysolelyonse-
nioritybutshould prioritize
applicationsthathavebeen
specificallyrecommended.
Later, Minister V.P. Sivakolun-
dhuspoketothepress,stating
thatmeasureswouldbetaken
toensureallrationshopsinPu-
ducherryareopenedand fully

in Bihar

Boat Accident

S\ \

PATNA: Morethan 30 people from the Vaishaliregion

were travelingbyboatacross the Ganges River to atte-
ndalocalfestivalin the Rampur Shyamakarea of Bihar.
While theboat wasin the middle of theriver, itunexpec-
tedly capsized. Everyone onboard fell into the riverand
struggled tostayafloat; onlyafewmanagedtoswimtothe
shore. Local residentsand disaster relief personnel rushed
tothesceneto carryoutrescue operations. Elevenbodi-
eswererecovered, mostofthem children. More than ten
peopleremain missing, and the search operation for them
hasbeenintensified.

m operationalwithinamonth.
| ADiwalifestivalhamperwo-
rth¥690willbeprovidedto
all3lakhrationcardholders
in the state, includingthose

 will contain 2kgeach of
sugarandsunfloweroil, 1
kgofBengalgram (chana
dal),andhalfakilogrameach
ofmaida (refined wheatflo-
ur)andrava(semolina). He
stated this.

During the meeting,
Opposition Leader Nazim
remarked, “Itis customary
forwomen from Karaikal to
marry grooms fromnearby
areasin TamilNadu,suchas
Nagaiand Mayiladuthurai.
Thesewomen comehere for
childbirth.
However,howisitfairthat

ucherry Minister Announces

thefemalechildborntothem
isdenied the350,000deposit
providedunderthe ChiefMi-
nister’s Girl Child Protection
Scheme?Ifthatisthecase,you
shouldarrange for themto
marrygrooms from within
Puducherryitself”
Thiscommentdrewla-
ughter from the gathering.
Later,whenNazim question-
edofficialsregardinganother
issue,aMinister smilinglyre-
marked, “The ChiefMinister
acceptswhateveryousay; why,
then,doyougrilltheofficials?”
This comment al-
so sparked laughter.
Subsequently, speakingtorep-
orters, Minister Sivakolundhu
said, “Therequestregarding
thedepositforthegirlchildisa
validone; wewill consultwith
officialsand consider finding
asolution.”

The Cyber Crlme Pollce conducted anawareness
programin Chennaiforthe elderly on howto protect
themselvesfromcyberfraud gangs.

s
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Thereisnobanon
takingmobilephones
insidetemples...

The Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments (HR&CE) Department has anno-
unced that while thereis nobanon carr-
ying mobile phones into temples, taking
photographs, videos, or selfies remains
prohibited. Previously, the department
had imposed a ban on devotees carrying
mobiTle phones into 52 temples—inclu-
ding the Palani Dandayuthapani Swamy
Temple, Tiruchendur Subramaniya Swamy
Temple, SamayapuramMariamman Temple,
Tiruttani Subramaniya Swamy Temple,
Madurai Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temp-
le, Rameswaram Ramanathaswamy Temple,
Trichy Srirangam Ranganathaswamy Tem-
ple, andMadurai Alagar Kovil. This ban
had been in effect since September 1st.
Under that system, devotees had to deposit
theirmobile phones insecure Tockers pr-
ovidedwithin the temple premises before
proceeding toworship. This caused sign-
ificant inconvenience, as devotees were
forced towait in Tong queues twice—once
to deposit their phones and again to ret-
rieve themafterworship. Consequently,
devotees visiting these temples had been
repeatedly requestingachangeinpolicy.
Acknowledging the practical difficult-
iesinvolvedinthe Tocker system, HR&CE
officials deliberated on the matter.
InTightof this, the HR&CE Department has
now announced relaxations for the conv-
enience of devotees. Under the newguid-
elines, devotees are permitted to carry
theirmobile phones inside the temples.
However, the phones must be switched off.
Although permission has been granted to
carry mobile phones inside, the banon
taking photographs or videos of idols
and rituals, aswell as taking selfies
ormaking social mediaposts, remainsin
force. The HR&CE Department has warned
that strictactionwill be taken against

Qi olators.

Chennai:Arequesthas beenmade to the gove-
rnmenttorelaxthe age limitby five yearsforthe
recruitment of Grade Il Police Constables and
Sub&Inspectors.

Cases Related to Delhi
Protests: Supreme Court
Hearing Tomorrow

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Courthasadjourned the
hearingtotomorrow (the 15th) regarding cases conce-
rningtheprotestsheldin Delhiagainst ChiefElection
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumarand the Election Com-
mission’s procedures.

Several petitionshadbeen filedin the Supreme Court
allegingpolice excesses during the protestsin Delhide-
mandingtheresignation of Gyanesh Kumar. Whilethe
hearingwasscheduled foryesterdaybeforeabenchled
by Justice SuryaKant, it was postponed because Justice
V.Mohanawasonleave. Meanwhile, the Courthasalso
granted timeto the Central Governmenttofileits coun-
ter&affidavitin casesinvolvingallegations of contempt
of courtagainstofficials for closingmetrostationsand
suspendingtrainservices during the protests,aswell as
complaintsregarding the unlawful detention oflawyers
andjournalists.

Book Fairsin All Districts: Tamil Nadu
Government Allocates 18 45 Crore

CHENNATI: A Gover-
nment Order issued by]J.
Innocent Divya, Secretary of
the School Education Depa-
rtment, states thata decision
was made to conductbook
fairsacrossall districts of
Tamil Nadu to encourage
the habit ofreading. Con-
sequently, for the2022&23
academicyear, thedistricts
were categorized into three
groups:

A,B,and C.Book fairs we-

reconducted atatotal cost of

34.96 crore, withallocations 3
0f317.501lakh for Category f

A,314lakhfor Category B

andX12lakh for CategoryC. |
Book fairswerealso successf- |

ully conductedinall district

during the 2023&24 and |

2024&25academicyears.
Forthe currentacademic
year (2026&27), the gover-

nmenthasallocatedatotal of Tamil Nadu It is stated fundsasan advance thro-
of%8.45 crore to conduct thatthe Director of Public ughdistricttreasuriesand
book fairsacrossalldistricts Libraries mayobtainthese conductbookexhibitions.
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No changes should be madeto

Ashok Anand SwornInas MLA for Puducherry's

Thattanchavady Constituency
|

PUDHUCHERRY:
Ashok Anand, theN.R.
Congress candidate who
won the Thattanchavady
by&election, took the oath
ofofficeasaMember ofthe
Legislative Assembly (M-
LA)todayinthepresence
of Chief Minister Rangasa-
my. Inthe generalassemb-
lyelectionsheldlast April,
Chief Minister Rangasamy
contested and won from
two constituencies: Thatt-
anchavadyand Mangalam.
Subsequently, heresigned
fromthe Thattanchavady
seat, necessitating aby&e-
lection whichwasheld on
October6.Inthiselection,
N.R.Congress candida-
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te Ashok Anandsecured
13,350 votes, while Vinay-

“Ruyena 8.

agam (Congress) received
4,876 votes; Anand won by

amarginof 8,474 votes.
Following this, Pro&tem
Speaker Anbalaganadm-
inistered the oath of office
tohimatthe Puducherry
Legislative Assembly com-
plexinthe presence of Chi-
ef Minister Rangasamy.

Ashok Anand assum-
edofficeasthenew MLA
before the Chief Minister,
ministers, fellow MLAs,
andleadersofalliance
parties. The Chief Minister
and othersfelicitated him
bydrapingashawlaround
hisshoulders. Itisnotew-
orthythatthis marksthe
third time Ashok Anand
hasassumed officeasan
MLA.

TNranks firstininflation and rising prices justfour months
intothe TVK government's tenure: Stalin’s allegation

CHENNAI:Inast-
atement, DMKleader
M.K. Stalin said: Within
just four months ofthe
TVKgovernmenttaking
office, Tamil Nadu has
topped thelist for infl-
ationandrisingprices.
Itwould havebeen one
thingiftheysimplydid-
n'tknowhowtokeepthe
pricesof essential commo-
ditiesunder control. Butthe
poorare furtherinfuriated
by theblatantlietold by the
Food Minister, who claims
thattherehasbeennorisein
pricesatall.

Whilethe Electricity Mi-
nister pointsto Punjab, the

lal

priceanystatein Indiahas
ever paid? Whose money
isthis, sir? Youshameles-
slyadmitthatyouintend
to “purchase”another 15
membersfromthe ATAD-
MK;peoplehavebegunto
wonderifthecorruptionin

AN, clectricityprocurementis

| M. 1,.,peningbecause funds

Chief Minister hasflown off
toLondon. Now, attheeleve-
nthhour, theyarescrambling
tobuypower fromtheopen
marketatI35perunit.Isthe
“change” they promised simp-
lyaboutcancellingcontracts
securedatlowratesduring
the DMKregimeand purc-
hasingpoweratthehighest

areneededforthatpurpose.
Whenthe*Kuruvai* crop fai-
led, theyignoredtheadvice of
Deltafarmersandlistened to
anastrologerinstead, opening
the Mettur Dam onthewrong
date. Now, farmersatthetail&-
endareasaresufferingwithout
water, unsureif*Samba* cul-
tivation willevenbe possible.

Thus, trapped inthehands of
agroup offoolslackingboth
foresightand brains, Tamil
Naduisdeterioratingright
before oureyes. Heremarked
thatthe TVK government’s
cabinetresemblesatroop of
monkeyswith their tails on
fire,leapingacrosstheforest
andsettingeverythingablaze.
Meanwhile, DMK District
Secretaries P.K. Sekar Babu
and Ma. Subramanianhave
announced thata protest
demonstration willbeheld
by the party tomorrow to
condemn the Tamil Nadu
government for disregarding
thesevere dangers posed by
ElNifiorains.

Punjab Social Activist Shot Dead
After Confronting Drug Sellers
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CHANDIGARH: Par-

vinder Singh Jotta, asocial

activist from Punjab, was
known for opposing the

. saleofnarcoticsandillicit

drugs. He had afollowing
of over 24,000 people on his
Facebook page.

Recently, Parvinder Singh
learned thatnarcoticdrugs

werebeingsoldillegallyat
apharmacyinthe Mansa
region of Punjab. Yesterday
morning, hevisited the sh-
op—broadcastingtheevent
live on Facebook—and con-
fronted the owner.

Hetold the owner, “I'will
stop theillegal sale ofnar-
cotics. Killmeifyoucan”

Astheargumentescalated,
theshop owner drewagun
andshotParvinder, resulting
inhisdeath.
Thepolicearrived pro-
mptly, recovered Parvinder’s
body,andsentitto thehospital.
Thepolicehavearrested the
pharmacyownerand others,
andare questioning them.

Appomtment of New Judges to Madras High
Court:CM Extends Congratulations

B
CHENNALI: Outoftheto-

MADURAL: Policear-
rested Saravanan (44)—a
DMK areasecretaryand the
husband of former DMK
Zonal Chairperson Saravana
Bhuvaneswari—yesterday for
hisalleged involvementin pro-
pertytaxirregularities within
the Madurai Corporation.

Allegationshad surfac-
edregardingirregularities
amountingtoI150crorein
the Madurai Corporation,
involvingviolationssuchas
levyingresidential tax rates
oncommercial buildings.

Inthewakeoftheseallegat-
ions,sevenindividuals—DMK
Zonal Chairpersons Vasuki,
Saravana Bhuvaneswari, Pan-

inthe Madras High Curt, 66
tal75sanctionedjudgeposts judges—includingthe Chief

DMK AreaSecretary Arrestedin
Property Tax Irregularlty Case

diselvi, Mukesh Sharma,and
Suvitha,alongwith Standing
Committee Chairpersons Vij-
ayalakshmiand Moovendran
—resigned from their posts.
The Central Crime Branch
(CCB)police,ledby Assistant
Commissioner Vinothini,
havebeeninvestigating this
matter foroverayear.

Morethan20people,inc-
luding Ponvasanth (husband
offormer DMK Mayor Ind-
rani), corporation officials,
and computer operators, have
beenarrested in connection
withthecase.

Followingthe formation
ofthe TVK government, the
AJADMK exerted pressure

Justice—arecurrentlyserving.
Withninevacancies ex1st1ng,
President Droupadi Murmu
hasissued ordersappointing
T.Lingeswaran, whoserved
asthePresiding Officer of the
Labour Courtin Chennai,and
P.Karthikeyan,whoservedas
the Principal Judge ofthe City
Civil Court (Principal Sess-
ionsJudge),asnewjudgesof
the Madras High Court. The
ChiefJustice ofthe Madras

during corporation mee-
tings to expedite the case,
causingtheinvestigationto
gainmomentumonceagain.
Yesterday morning, CCB
policetook Saravanan from
hishome for questioning

High Court,S.A.Dharmadh-
ikari, willsoonadminister the
oathofofficetoboth of them.
“Myheartfelt congratulations
tothem! Mayyou excelinyour
dutiesasyouassumethe opp-
ortunitytoserveintheMadras
High Court—aninstitution
knownforitshightraditions
and dignity—whileupholding
thesanctityofjusticeand the
values of the Constitution,”
thestatementread.

regardingacomplaintab-
outan unauthorized tax
reduction—amountingto
severallakhs—grantedtoa
privatehospitalin Saravana
Bhuvaneswari’s 15th Ward.

Hewasarrested followi-
ngfivehoursofinterrogation.
Ashewasbeingloadedinto
avantobetakenfromthe
Central Crime Branchoffice
tothegovernmenthospital,
lawyersand functionaries
from the DMKand TVK
raised slogans against the
government.

Amidsttheensuingsc-
uffle,afemaleinspectorac-
cidentallyfelland sustained
injuries.
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the ‘Dharma Darshan’ system

MADURAI Thedoors
ofthe Madurai Meenakshi
Amman Templeopenat4:30
AM. Subsequently, devotees
havetraditionallybeenable
toworship the Goddessand
the Lord under the Dharma
Darshar’ (freeviewing) system
between5:00 AMand6:00 AM.
Itis customary forhundreds
ofdevoteestoarriveearlyin
themorningand wait for this
darshan.

Usually, thereisnointerf-
erencefromtemplestafforthe

police regardingthis process.
However, devoteeshave co-
mplained thatchangeshave
recentlybeenintroducedto
thislong&standing practice.
Speakingon this matter, Ad-
hiseshan, State Treasurer of
the Hindu Temple Protection
Movement, stated that ‘Dha-
rmaDarshan’ (freedarshan)
hasbeeninpracticeatthe
Meenakshi Amman Temple
between 5:00 AM and 5:30
AM formanyvyears.
Overthe pastweek, cha-

ngeshavebeenmadeto the
queuesystem,and devotees
arenow beingadmitted thr-
oughasinglelineviatheEast
Entrance. The paid darshan
queue, which originatesfrom
the West Tower, remains em-
ptyuntil 5:30 AM; previously,
devoteeswereallowed inthat

Demand made to Meenakshl Amman Temple administration

line,butnowtheyarenot. As
alargenumber of devotees
crowdintoasingleline, the
time taken for darshaninc-
reases. Therefore, heurged
thatdevoteesbeallowed for
‘DharmaDarshan’inboth
linesbetween 5:00 AM and
6:00 AM, justasbefore.

Agovernment bus suddenly caugAhtflre dueto an

electrical shortcircuitwhile traveling along atemp-
orary serviceroad nearthe Nallurrailway crossing,
close to Kurumburin Thoothukudi district. More
than40 passengers escapedunharmed.

Minister Warns of Action Against Private Medic-
al Colleges Charglng Fees Beyond 4%: Years

KANCHIPURAM: A
ceremony washeld yesterd-
ayinKancheepuramtoissue
appointmentordersto 201
nurses selected to servein
government primaryhealth
centres,governmenthospitals,
andthe Arignar AnnaMem-
orial Cancer Hospital, under
theaegisof the Kancheepu-
ram District Department of
Medicaland Family Welfare.
Speakingattheevent, Minister
Arunrajstated: “Theissueof
nursingstaffshortages, which
remained unresolved during
thepreviousadministration,
hasbeen fullyregularized;cur-

rently,4,724 nursingpositions
acrossthestatehavebeenfilled
throughatransparentprocess.
TheGovernment Arignar Anna
Memorial Cancer Hospitalin
Karaipettai, Kancheepuram
district,issettobeupgraded
intoastate&specialized can-

certreatmentcentreatan
estimated cost0f316.06
crore”

Subsequently, speaking
toreporters,hesaid, “Priv-
atemedical collegesshould
collectfees from medical
studentsonlyforthe4}:&-
year course duration; they
mustnotchargefeesforthe
one&yearinternship period.
A complaintwasreceived
allegingthata private colle-
gewaschargingexcess fees.
Duringtheinquiryintothis
matter, 15studentsappear-
ed along with their parents
to provide explanations.

Legalactionwillbetakeniffees
are collected in thismanner.
Left&wing parties desirea
corruption&freeadminist-
ration, and the Tamil Nadu
governmentisdeliveringexa-
ctlythat; therefore, thereisno
conflictbetweenusand them.
ATADMK General Secretary
Palaniswamirunsthe AIA-
DMK likeacompanyrather
thanapolitical party”

Ministers S.PK. Thenna-
rasuandR.V.Ranjithkumar,
alongwith the Director of Me-
dicalEducationand Research
V.Loganayaki, participated
intheevent.

Kasimedu Harbour: Fire Breaks Out After
Cylinder Explodes on Mechamzed Boat

CHENNALI: Afirebroke
outsuddenlytodayoname-

chanizedboat dockedatthe S

Kasimedu fishingharbour
in Chennai. This alarming
incident caused a comm-
otionintheharbour area.
Mechanized boats were mo-

oredatthe Kasimedufishing F555

harbour, where fishermen
andthe public were going
about their usual activities.
Amidst this, a fire suddenly
erupted onone ofthe docked
boats. Unable to withstand
theintense heat of the flames,
agascylinderinside the boat

TeamIndi

HYDERABAD: Thefourth
T20matchbetweenIndiaand
the WestIndiesisscheduled
totakeplacetonightat7 PM
attheRajivGandhiInternat-
ional Stadiumin Hyderabad.
Indiacurrentlyleadsthefiv-
e&match T20series2&1.India
won thefirstmatchbyeight
wickets, whilethe WestIndies
achievedarecord&breaking
victoryinthesecond matchby
successfullychasingatarget of
250runs.Indiabouncedback
inthethird matchtosecurea
winby 14runs.

With the fourth match
setfortonightin Hyderabad,
avictorywouldseeIndiacl-
inchtheseries; consequently,
theIndian playersarelikely
toapproach the game with
heightened determination.
Meanwhile, the WestIndies
team willlikely play cautio-
usly, knowing thatadefeatin
today’smatchwouldresultin
losingtheseries.

However, the outcome of
thematchisexpectedtohinge
onceagainontheaggressive

explodedwithadeafeningbl-
ast. The sound of the explosion
wasearersplitting. Shocked by
thesudden, massivenoiseand
unaware of what was happen-
ing, the publicand fishermen
panicked and scatteredin all

directions,
screaming
in alarm.
The fire,
which sta-
rtedonthe
anchored
boat, spre-
adrapidly
across the
entirevessel
withinminutes. Thesight ofthe
boat’sparts beingdamaged by
the explosion and the vessel
engulfedinroaringflamescr-
eatedasenseofgreatalarmin
thearea. Uponreceivingnews

of theaccident, personnelfrom
the Fireand Rescue Services de-
partmentrushedto thescene.
Firefighters battled intensely
to bringthefire on the burn-
ingboat—which was adrift
in the water—under control.
Afterseveral hours of strenu-
ouseffort, they succeeded in
completely extinguishingthe
blaze. Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the accident
may have been caused by an
electricalshort circuit onthe
boat or theexplosion of afuel
cylinderkeptinside. Localpolice
areinvestigatingthe incident.

E almsto clinchtheT20series

batting of the blg hittersfrom
bothsides. AsfortheIndian
team, the top&order trio of
Abhishek Sharma, Sanju Sa-
mson,andIshan Kishanare
capable ofexplosivebatting,
whichrelievesthepressureon
the middle&order batters.
Nevertheless, should the
top&order fail to fire, play-
erslike Shreyas Iyer, Tilak
Varma, Nitish Kumar Reddy,
and Naman Dhirwillneed to
step up, handle challenging
situations,and deliver hig-
h&quality performances.
Their contribution will be
particularlycrucialiftheteam
ischasingastifftarget.
Despitetrailingintheran-
kings, the WestIndiesteamhas

beenposingatough challenge
toIndiathroughoutthisseries.
However, todefeat thereigning
world champions—the Indi-
anteam—ontheirhomesoil,
the West Indies mustdeliver
anevenbetter performance
acrossall departments: bat-
ting, bowling, and fielding.
Atthesametime, itiscrucial
fortheIndianbowlerstoma-
intaintightdiscipline. Thisis
becausethe WestIndiesbatting
lineuphasalreadyprovenits
ability to successfully chase
downmassive targets. The
RajivGandhiInternational
Stadiumin Hyderabad, where
today’smatchistakingplace,
isexpectedtobefavorable for
batting.

Duringthisseason’sIPL,
theaverage score for teams
battingfirstatthisvenue was
209 runsacross sevenmatc-
hes. Consequently, today’s
game promises tobeatreat
forthefans.

Itwillbeanaddedadva-
ntage for Abhishek Sharma,
Ishan Kishan, and Nitish
Kumar Reddy—who play
together for the Sunrisers
Hyderabad team—to play
atthe Hyderabad stadium,
avenue familiar to them.
TheIndianteamlast played
aT20matchat thisstadium
against Bangladeshin2024.
Inthatmatch, Indiabatted
firstand setarecordbysco-
ring 297 runs for theloss of
6 wickets. Chasing thisma-
mmoth target, Bangladesh
managed toscoreonly 164
runs, resultinginaresounding
133&runvictory for India.
SanjuSamsonhad smashed
111runsoff47ballsinthat
game, and another brilliant
batting performance could
wellbeexpected from him.
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Chandrababu Naidu Assures Water

Su

VIJAYAWADA: ChiefMi-
nister Vijay, currently visiting
AndhraPradesh, held disc-
ussions with thestate’s Chief
Minister, Chandrababu Naidu,
regardingriverinterlinking
andthe Godavari&Cauvery
interlinking project.

Subsequently, Chief Mi-
nister Vijay participated as
aspecial guestin ‘Vijayaw-
ada Utsav 2.0, atradition-
aland cultural event of the
state. Speakingattheevent,
Chandrababu Naidu said:
“Tam delighted to meet the
ChiefMinister of Tamil Nadu,
Vijay, herein Vijayawada. We
discussed thedrinking water
requirementsof Chennaiunder
the Telugu Ganga Projectand

Navaratri Festival: Madurai Meenakshi
Appears in ‘Ardhanarishvara’ Form

!_’ e e

MADURAI Onthesec-
onddayofthe Navaratrifestival
atthe Madurai Meenakshi
Amman Temple, Goddess
Meenakshiappearedinthedi-
vineformof Ardhanarishvara.
Alargenumberofdevoteesvis-
itedthetemple, waitinginlong
queuesto offer their prayers.
The Navaratrifestival atthe
Madurai Meenakshi Amman
Templeisaten-dayevent
running from October11to
October20.

Onthefirstday (Octo-

| L ,__Jf ,.--I ber11),Goddess

Meenakshi ap-

* ' pearedadorned
= asRajarajeshwari
L 2" toblessthedevo-
B tees. Yesterday, the
"m second day, she
= appearedin the
| Ardhanarishvara
~ form.Inthedays
- tofollow, the God-
desswill appear
invariousforms
toblessdevotees:
*Kolattam* (dance
withsticks) onthe
third day (Oct 13); *Patta-
bhishekam* (coronation)
onthefourthday(Oct14);
*Thapasu* (penance) onthe
fifth day (Oct 15);*Oonjal
Utsavam* (swing festival)
on the sixth day (Oct 16);
*MuthangiSevai* (adornment
with pearls) on the seventh
day(Oct17);*Mahishasur-
amardini* ontheeighth day
(Oct18);and*Siva Puja*on
theninthday (Oct19).The
Navaratrifestival will con-

cludewith the Vijayadashami
celebration on October 20.
In conjunction with the Na-
varatrifestival, various cultural
programsarebeingheld daily
atthetemple’s *Thirukalya-
na Mandapam?* (Celestial
Wedding Hall) during two
sessions: from 9:00 AM to
1:00PMandfrom4:30 PM to
9:30 PM. Theevent features
programssuch asspiritual
discourses, *Thirumurai*
musical recitals, devotional
music, Bharatanatyam perfor-
mances,and Veena concerts.
Additionally, throughout
the Navaratri festival, the
processional deity Goddess
Meenakshi—seatedin the
*Kolu* hall—is adorned
specially,and sacredrituals
(*Abhishekam*and*Aaradha-
na*)areperformed. Following
this, visiting devotees offer
their prayersto the Goddess.
DuringtheninedaysofNa-
varatri, peopleworship the
trinity of Durga, Lakshmi,
and Saraswati,aswellasthe

nineavatars ofthe Goddess:
Shailaputri, Brahmacharini,
Chandraghanta, Kushman-
da, Skandamata, Katyayani,
Kalaratri, Mahagauri,and
Siddhidatri. In Tamil Nadu,
itiscustomarytoarrange
*Kolu* dollsinhomesand
perform special prayers
during Navaratri; women
participatingin thefestivities
areoffered *Thamboolam*
(betelleavesand nuts). Itis
alsocommon forindividuals
toarrange the *Kolu* dolls
based on specific themes.
The*Kumbabishekam* (con-
secration ceremony) of the
Meenakshi Amman Temple
took place two weeks ago,
followingagap of 17 years.
Allegationshadarisen that
ordinary devotees werenot
permitted towitnessthe con-
secrationand thatholy water
wasnotsprinkledupon them.
Followingthe consecration,
the Navaratrifestivalisnow
being celebrated with great
grandeur.

Indianota 'middle power' buta powerinthe middle
EAM Jaishankar at Bloomberg New Economy Forum

NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishank-
aron Wednesday said India
wasnotcomfortablebeing
describedasa‘middle power,
arguing thatthe country’s
population, economicsize
and growth potentialmade
thetermlimiting.

Speakingatthe Bloom-
berg New EconomyForum,
Jaishankar said countriesin
themiddle oftheglobal power
structurewouldincreasingly
needtoassesstheirowninte-
rests,formulateindependent
policiesandbuildarrangem-
entswithoneanother.

“Morethanamiddlepo-
wer,inaway, weare powersin
themiddle. Whatwould really
defineamiddlepower? Touse
the Prime Minister’s words,
the countries who have the
powertoempower, Jaishankar
said. “WouldIndiabeamiddle
power? Itsnotacomfortable
descriptionbecauseifyouare
themost populous countryin
theworld, youhavea GDP of

$4trillion, give ortake,and
youhavealot of growth
ahead ofyou, staringyou
intheface, thenthemidd-
le power somehow seems
tobelimitingitselfby that
definition,”headded.

The External Affairs ¢ .A

Minister said countries
wouldincreasingly have
todeterminetheirinterests
and policiesindependently
beforereachingagreements
withoneanother. “Themid-
dlepowerswould noweach
applytheirownmind, stake
outtheirowninterests, figure
outtheirownpolicies,and th-
enreacharrangementswith
eachother; hesaid.
Jaishankaralsohighlight-
edthegrowingimportance of
economicinterdependence
and therisks posed by the
weaponisation of strategic
resourcesand financial sys-
temsinthechangingglobal
order. Describingthecurrent
internationalenvironmentas
a“world of choke points”, he

said countries could usetheir
controlover criticalresources
andfinancialmechanismsto
exertpressureonothers.
“It'salsotodayaworld of
chokepoints,and youknow
thetendencytoweaponise.
Wetendtothink of rare ea-
rthsasanexample, butthe
factisevenfinanceisachoke
point.Imeansanctionsarea
chokepoint.Imean, people
are weaponising their grip
onfinanceoronthe USdol-
lar,” Jaishankar said. He said
global competition would
increasinglyrevolvearound
whatdifferentcountriescould
offerandtheagreementsthey
could negotiatetoadvance
theirrespectiveinterests.

“Thepoint,
Ithink,isweare
movingtoawo-
rld where the
competitionis
goingto be, to
somedegree,who
haswhattobring
tothetable,and
thendealsamong
themsaying, youknow, you
dothis,Idothis. Let'sdevelop
thistogether. Let’stradethis
foreachother,” hesaid. Ho-
wever, Jaishankar cautioned
againstviewingtheongoing
changesintheglobal order
pessimistically. “ButIstill
think we should nothavea
pessimistic view about this
processofchange,” headded.
Thediscussion waspartofthe
Bloomberg New Economy
ForuminNew Delhi, where
Jaishankarwasin conversa-
tionwith Canadian Foreign
Minister Anita Anand, former
Australian Prime Minister
Kevin Ruddand former UK
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio to VisitIndia

NEW DELHI: US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio s
settovisitIndiaon October
17, with plans to travel to
locations such as Mumbai
andJamnagar.

This marks his sec-
ond visit to the country.
Duringthevisit,hewillhold

discussions with senior offici-
als,focusingon India&US di-
plomaticrelations, globaland
regionalissues,andtheenergy
sector. Heisalso scheduled
tomeetwithbusinessleaders
todiscusstradeinvestments
andeconomic cooperation.
Mr. Rubio’s visit comesag-

ainstthe backdrop of the
USimposinga 100 percent
tariffon Indiaregarding fuel
purchasesfrom Russia. With
tradeagreement negotiatio-
nsbetween the twonations
currentlystalled, his visit
has generated significant
expectations.

held constructive talks
onthe Godavari&Cauv- f
eryinterlinking project.

Andhra Pradesh
hassupplied4.08 TMC
of water to Chennaiso | 3
farthisyear. Evenam- =~
idst water scarcity in =
AndhraPradesh, we |,
remain committed to !
assisting Tamil Nadu;
wewill provide the wa- f
terrequiredbythestate.
Ifirmlybelieve thatwa-
tershouldbeasource
of cooperationratherthana
causefor conflict.

With the supportofthe
Central Government, the
Godavari&Cauveryinterlin-
kingprojectwill pave the way

pply to Tamll Nadu Desplte S
3

toresolving water scarcity.
Thisinitiative willenablethe
transformation ofagriculture
andbring prosperity tolakhs
offarmersacrossSouthIndia”

“Iconsideritaprivilege
tohave participated inthe

'U ;

Navaratrifestival™:

Chief Minister Vijay
Chief Minister Vijay spoke
asfollows: “Greetingstoev-
eryone.

Iamhappytomeetyouall.
Ithankthepeopleof Andhra

hortage

forthewonderful welcome
extendedtome.

I consideritaprivile-
getohave participatedin
the Navaratrifestival. Itis
gratifyingtohaveheld dis-
cussionswith Andhra Chief
Minister ChandrababuNaidu
regardingthe development
ofboth states. Ithankthe
people of Andhrafor their
hospitality. I also extend
my gratitudeto ChiefMin-
ister ChandrababuNaidu.”
He spoke thus. He beg-

an his speech in Telugu
and concluded itin Tamil.
Earlier in the event, Chief
Minister Vijayand the min-
istersfrom TamilNaduwere
honored with mementos.

Canadian FM stresses need for global enforcement mechanisms
highlights1CC, ICJ roleinupholding state sovereignty

NEW DELHI: Canad-
ian Foreign Minister Anita
Anand on Wednesdaystr-
essed theneed forstronger
enforcementmechanisms
intheinternationalarena,
highlighting therole ofinte-
rnationaladjudicatoryinst-
itutionssuchastheInternat-
ional Criminal Court(ICC)
andthelnternational Court
ofJustice (ICJ)inupholding
principlesofterritorialinte-
grity;humanrightsandstate
sovereignty.

SpeakingattheBloom-
bergNew Economy2026
discussiontitled “Is Thisthe
Middle Power Moment?”,
Anandunderlined thelim-
itations ofenforcingintern-
ationallawand emphasised
theimportanceofsuppo-
rtinginstitutionsthatcan
helpuphold fundamental
global principles. “Enforc-
ementintheinternational
arenaisaveryambiguous,
ifnotvulnerable, concept;
Anandsaid.

“Internationallawhas
longsuffered from thefact
thatthereisnoenforcement
mechanism,and thatswhy
itissoimportanttosupport
theinternationaladjudic-
atoryinstitutionslikethe
ICC, liketheIC]J,because
theygive, totheextentthatis
possible,someenforcement
mechanismtotheprinciples
ofterritorialintegrity,hum-

anrights, statesovereignty,
etc;”shesaid. Herremarks
comeamidrenew-
edattentiontothe
ICC’sroleandthe
challengesfacing
internationaljud-
icialinstitutions,
followingthe US
Departmentof
State’sannounce-
mentofadditional
sanctionsagainstthecourt.
Washingtonsaid themeasu-
reswereintended todefend
Americansovereigntyand
protect UScitizensfrom
whattheadministration
describedasathreatposed
bytheICC.

“Under President Tru-
mp, the United Stateshasac-
ted decisivelytodefend U.S.
sovereigntyand U.S. citizens
againstthethreatoftheInt-
ernational Criminal Court
(ICC), theUSDepartment
ofStatesaidinafactsheet.
Thedepartmentnotedthat
Washingtonhadalready
imposedsanctionson17
individualsunderanexec-
utive orderbeforeannoun-
cingthelatestactionagainst
theinstitutionitself. Under
thesanctions,andsubjectto
applicablelicencesand ex-
ceptions, the propertyand
interestsin propertyofthe
ICClocatedinthe United
Statesorheldby USperso-
nsareblockedandmustbe

reportedtothe US Depart-
mentofthe Treasury’s Office

¥
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ofForeign Assets Control
(OFAC).Themeasuresalso
prohibittransactionsby
USpersons, or transactio-
nswithinortransitingthe
United States, involving the
propertyorinterests of desi-
gnatedor otherwiseblocked
persons, unlessexempted or
authorisedunderapplicable
licences. Againstthisbac-
kdrop, Anandemphasised
thatstrengtheningstrategic
autonomyand economic
resiliencemustgohandin
handwithupholdingthe
valuesthatunderpinintern-
ational cooperation.
“Weareall pragmaticin
thesensethatwe’respeaking
abouthowdoweenhance
ourstrategicautonomyand
howdoweensurethatweare
resilienteconomicallyinth-
esetimes. Butwecan'tforget
therolethatvaluesplayin
thisconversation,” shesaid.
“Theideaisthereare
fundamental principlesor
valuesthatwillmotivateus

aswell” Anandadded. The
discussionbroughttogether
Anand, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, Asia
SocietyGlobal President
and CEOKevinRudd,and
former UK Prime Minister
RishiSunaktodeliberateon
theevolvinginternational
orderandtheroleofmid-
dlepowersamid changing
geopoliticaland econom-
icdynamics. Thesession
examined whethermiddle
powerscouldstrengthen
cooperationonsecurity
guarantees,openmarkets,
reserve&currencyregimes
andrules&basedinstituti-
onsatatimewhenthe USis
describedinthediscussion’s
framingasturninginward
andmovingawayfromthe
globalorderitoncemaint-
ained.
Duringtheexchange,
Jaishankarhighlighted the
growingimportanceof
economicand financialvul-
nerabilitiesininternational
relations, pointingtothe
potential weaponisation of
criticalresources, financial
systemsandsanctions.
Thediscussionhighli-
ghtedthechallengesfacing
middlepowersastheyseek
tostrengthen theirstrategic
autonomyand economic
resiliencewhilenavigating
anincreasingly competitive
international environment.

People polluted theriveragaininjust

30days, ariveraninstagram celebrity
had spent8 months cleaning!

BHOPAL: Avideo
released byInstagram
celebrity ‘Bittu Ta-
bahi’—showing his
eight-month-long
struggle to clean the =
Ajnar River in Mad- ’
hya Pradesh, which
hadbeen overflowing
with plasticand other
waste—had garnered
significantattention.

However, within
justamonth of that
video’srelease, theriver has
become polluted onceagain.
Anewvideoreleased by Bittu
Tabahi, revealing theriver’s
deplorablestate due to gar-
bage dumped by the public,
haslefteveryone dismayed.
Itisoftensaid that “creating
somethingishard, butde-
stroyingitiseasy” Arecent
incidentin the town of Piplo-
da,Madhya Pradesh, serves
asaperfectexample of this.

The A]nar River
flows through Piploda,
and many people take
holy dips in its waters.
Furthermore, theriverserves
asavital water source for
boththegeneral publicand
livestock. However, theriver
hadrecentlybecomeheavily
polluted; vast amounts of
waste—including plas-
tic—were floating on the
surface,almost completely
obscuringthe water beneath.

Bittu Tabahi (whose real
name is Surendra Singh
Choudhary),a21-year-old
collegestudent pursuinga
B.Sc.degreein Piploda, was
deeply concerned by this
situation. Determined to
cleantheriver,hebegan the
taskon January26th.
Throughan eight-month
solo effort, he successfully
cleaned the Ajnar River by
September. Although others
offered occasional assis-

tance, theachievement

» was made possible

, » primarily through
| Bittu Tabahi’s unwav-

| .
. ering perseverance.

" Bittu Tabahireceived

widespread praise for
thisinitiative Hegar-
nered significantatten-
 tion. Boyan Slat, CEO of
the Netherlands-based
b environmental orga-
L nization ‘The Ocean
Cleanup, invited Bittu
Tabahitojoin and work with
their team. However, the
AnjarRiverhasnowbecome
polluted again within just
four weeks. Bittu Tabahi
released avideoregarding
this, expressing his dismay.
“Inever evenimagined that
my eight months of hard
work would go to wastelike
this,” he said. Many who
havewatched thevideoare
criticizing the public.
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