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PM NarendraModi virtually inaugurates
5 development projects worth Rs 3,350 crore

LADAKHIPrimeMinister
NarendraModion Thursday
virtually inaugurated and
dedicated to thenation five
major development projects
wortharoundRs3,350crore
inLadakh throughvideoco-
nferencing, coveringairport
infrastructure, strategicroad
connectivity,renewableenergy,
culturalheritage conservation
and water security. Addressi-
ngthegatheringvirtually, PM
Modisaid the projectswould
improve connectivityandac-
cesstoessential serviceswhile
strengtheningthepreservation
ofLadakh’sancientheritage.

“Today, another chapter
isbeingaddedto Ladakh’s
progressand development. I

AnotherchapterbeingaddedtoLadakh’s progress

ampleased tobeapartofthis
occasionthroughtechnology.
Severalimportantdevelopment
projectshavebeeninaugurated
inLadakhtoday. Theseprojects
willmaketravel easier formany
people,improveelectricityfa-
cilitiesinsomeareas, increase
wateravailabilityin others,and
strengthenthepreservationof
ourancientheritage,”hesaid.
He congratulated the people
of Ladakhandthoseinvolved
intheprojects. “Iextend my
heartiestcongratulationstoall
thepeopleofLadakhforthese
projects.lalsocongratulateall
theengineers, workers,and

local colleaguesinvolvedin
theseprojects.Ialsospecially
appreciatethecolleaguesof
theBRO; hesaid.
Amongthekeyprojects
inauguratedwasthenewpa-
ssenger terminal buildingat
KushokBakulaRimpochee
AirportinLeh,constructed
atacostofapproximately
Rs640crore. Spreadacross
23,800 square metres, the
terminalisdesignedtohandle
3.5millionpassengersannually.
Highlightingtheairports
sustainablefeatures, PMModi
saidtheterminalincorpora-
tesgeothermaltechnology

andsolarenergytoaddress
theregion’sharsh climatic
conditions.

“Anotherspecial feature of
thisterminalisthat,keeping
Ladakh’sharsh climatic con-
ditionsinmind, geothermal

Chief Minister Vijay to Participate
in Thevar Jayanthl Celebrations

CHENNAI: ChiefMin- F=—==

ister Vijay will participatein
the ThevarJayanthiand Guru

Pujacelebrationstobeheld = -

in Pasumpon onthe 30thof |

thismonthto payhisrespects. | |
The 119th Jayanthi (birth | |
anniversary)and 64th Guru t ]

Puja (commemoration day) &8
of Muthuramalinga Thevar §"§
willcommence on the 28th K

ofthismonth in Pasumpon,
near Kamuthiinthe Rama-
nathapuram district.

The proceedings will
beginat6:00 AM thatday
witha “Yagasalai’ (ritual fi-
re) ceremony. The eventis
beingorganized under the
leadership of Gandhi Meenal
Natarajan, the chairperson of
the Thevar Memorial Trust.

Thefirst dayw111 focusonthe
spiritualaspectsof Thevar’s
legacy, featuringritualssuch
as Ganapathi Homam, La-
ksharchana, Thiruvilakku
Puja (lamp worship),anda
chariotprocession.
Thefollowing day (the
29th) willbe dedicated to
hispoliticallegacy. On the
30th—the dayofthe Guru

Puj a—aYagasalai ceremony
will take place at 6:00 AM.

Subsequently, onbehalf
ofthe Government of Tamil
Nadu, Ramanathapuram
District Collector Sivaguru
Prabhakaran willlead the
floral tributes.

Ataround9:00 AM, Chief
Minister Vijay, along with

various ministersand offi-
ce&bearers of the Tamilaga
VettriKazhagam (TVK), will
pay their respects. Extensive
preparationsand stringent
securityarrangementsare cu-
rrentlybeing planned for the
arrival ofthe Chief Minister
and other dignitaries. Chief
Minister Vijayisscheduled
toarrivein Maduraionthe
morningofthe 30th.

Heisexpectedtogarland
and pay tributeto the statue
of Thevarat Goripalayam,
followed by thestatues of the
MaruduPandiyar brothers.
Itisreported thathe will then
travel byroad to Pasumpon,
acknowledging the welc-
ome from the publicalong
the way.

o for Israelin world'slarg
Amb Azar castsballot as diplomatic

missions open polls for Oct 27 election

NEW DELHI : Israeli
AmbassadortoIndiaReuv-
en Azaron Thursday casthis
voteinthenational capitalat
theIsraeli EmbassyasIsraeli
diplomatic missions
acrosstheworld opened
pollingstationsahead of
Israel's October27 elec-
tions, with diplomatic ?l
staffand their families |
castingtheirballotsea-
rlytoensuretheyreach
the countryintime for
counting.

ThelsraeliEmbassyin g
Indiasharedthe develo-
pmentonX, highlighting |8
Azar’sparticipationin |
theearlyvoting process
anddescribingitasvo-
ting for Israelin the world’s
largestdemocracy.

“Voting for Israelin the
world’slargest democracy!
Ambassador Reuven Azar
castshisvotein New Delhi
ahead ofIsrael’s October 27

elections. Fun fact: Israelis
servingatembassiesaround
theworld vote early so their
ballotsmakeithomeintime!”
thelsraeliEmbassyinIndia

'Y OF ISRAE
w DELH?

saidinapostonX.
Accordingto The Times
ofIsrael, thefirstballots of Is-
rael's2026 election were cast
overnightasvotingopened
atIsraelidiplomatic missions
around theworldahead ofthe

October27 election.

The voting period for
eligible personnel serving
atdiplomatic missions ab-
road and their families will
lastaround 30hours,
- withpollingstations
| openingduringlocal
_ daytimehoursatre-
| spectivelocations.
| Intotal, 101 po-
| lling stationsaresc-
heduledto operate
across 99 diplomatic

around4,800eligible
peopleto cast their
votes,asreported by
The TimesofIsrael.

Votingabroadis
notavailabletomost
Israelicitizensandisrestricted
toenvoys,diplomaticstaffand
their families.

TheIsraeli Embassyin
Wellington, New Zealand,
wasthefirsttoopenitspolling
station, withvotingbeginning

at9amlocaltime,equivalent
to 11 pmthepreviousnight
inIsrael,as per The Times
ofIsrael.

Staffatthenewly opened
IsraeliEmbassyin Fijifollo-
wed, withits polling station
openinganhourlater.

Thefinal diplomatic mis-
sionsscheduled toclosetheir
pollingstationsaretheIsraeli
consulatesin San Francis-
coand Los Angeles, where
votingwillendat8 pmlocal
time, correspondingto6am
onFridayinIsrael.

Followingthe completion
ofvoting, theballotslipswill
beflowntoIsraeland sent
tothe Knessetfor counting.

Ambassador Azar’spart-
icipationin New Delhimarks
partoftheearlyvotingprocess
forIsraelidiplomatic personnel
stationed overseas, allowing
theirballotstobetransport-
edbacktoIsraelahead ofthe
October27 election.

technologyhasbeenusedin
itsconstruction. Solarenergy
hasalsobeenutilised. Thisis
thefirstairportterminalin
Indiatofeaturegeothermal
heating. Congratulationsto
allofyou,” hesaid.
Recalling thathe had
earlierlaid thefoundation
stonefortheterminal, PM
Modisaiditwasamatter of
satisfactionthathehadthe
opportunity toinaugurate
the project. “Builtatacostof
approximatelyRs 650 crore,
theterminal willincreasethe
airport’sannual passenger
capacityfrom 1 millionto3.5

million, whilethe number of
flightscouldalsoincreaseupto
threefold,”hesaid. The Prime
Ministeralso dedicated the
298&km&long Nimmu&P-
adum&DarchaRoadtothe
nation. Constructedbythe BRO,
theroad connects Nimmuin
Lehwith DarchainHimachal
Pradeshthroughtheremote
Zanskar Valley, providingan
alternative connectivity cor-
ridortoLadakh.
Thestrategicallyimportant
roadisexpectedtoimprovelo-
gisticalsupportforthe Armed
Forceswhileenhancingaccessto
healthcare, educatlon markets

andotheressential servicesfor
residentsoftheregion.
Intheenergysector,PM
Modiinauguratedthe9MW
Hanu Small Hydroelectric
Projectandthe66kV doubl-
e&circuit Dah&Hanu&Khaltsi
Transmission Line.
Theprojectsareaimedat
strengtheningelectricitysupply,
improving power transmiss-
ionandharnessing Ladakh’s
hydropower potential.
ThePrime Ministeralso
inaugurated India’s first Pet-
roglyph Conservation Parkat
SindhuGhatinLehtoprotect
the reg1on s prehlstorlc rock
B A g

carvings, which offerinsigh-
tsintoitsancienthistoryand
culturalheritage.

Additionally, 40 water
bodiesdevelopedacross40
villages under Project Him
Sarovarwereinaugurated to
improve water conservation
andavailability.

Theinitiativeseekstoadd-
ressseasonal water shortages,
supportirrigationandstreng-
thenagriculturallivelihoods
intheregion. The projects
collectivelyaim toimprove
infrastructure,enhancestrat-
egicconnectivity, strengthen
energy security, conserve
culturalheritageand ensure
better water managementin
Ladakh.

Onbehalfofthe Government of Tamil Nadu, and to mark the 96th birth anniversary of former PresidentDr.
A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, Legislative Assembly Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar, along with Ministers P. Venkatara-
manan, Rajmohan, and Ja. Mohamed Parvez, paid tribute today atthe Anna University campusin Chennai
by garlanding the statue of the former Presidentand offering flowers to his portrait.

Chief Minister Vijay to visit Kerala
following his trip to Andhra Pradesh

CHENNALI: Theinaugu-
ration of the Periyar Library,
constructed in Gandhipur-
am, Coimbatore district, is
scheduled fortomorrow, the
16th. ChiefMinister Vijaywill
inaugurate thelibrary, trave-
lingfrom Chennaito Coimb-
atorebyair for this purpose.
Ithasbeenannounced that
ministers, government off-
icials,and otherswillattend

theevent. Furthermore, the
ChiefMinisterissettolaunch
newprojectsandinaugurate
completed onesin Coimbat-
ore, withatotalvalue ofapp-
roximately200 crorerupees.
Securityarrangementshave
been intensified in view of
the Chief Minister’s visit to
Coimbatore. Meanwhile,
reportshave emerged that
the Chief Minister will tra-

velfrom Coimbatore to the
state of Kerala tomorrow.
Itisunderstood thatahelipad
hasbeensetupnear Avinashi
Roadin Coimbatore, from
where the Chief Minister will
travel to Thrissurbyhelicopt-
er.Noofficialannouncement
hasbeen maderegarding
thisvisitto Thrissur;itissu-
ggested thattheitineraryis
beingkept confidential to

preventlarge crowds from
gathering during his visit.
ChiefMinister Vijay recently
receivedawarmwelcomedur-
inghisvisitto AndhraPradesh,
wherehealso offered prayers
attherenowned Durga Am-
man Templein Vijayawada.
Given this, thenews ofhis
upcomingvisittoKeralahas
generated significantinterest
within political circles.

Taking Friendship to the Next Level
New Bridge Between China and

North Korea Opens Today

BEIJING: Anewbridge
acrossthe YaluRiver, connec-

ting Chinaand North Korea,
issettobeofficiallyopened

today (Thursday)—adev-
elopmentthatmarksanew
chapterinthe friendship
between the two nations.
Spanning 3 kilometersand
featuring fourlanes, thebrid-

| geconnectsthe Chinesecity
=} of Dandongwith theNorth

Korean city of Sinuiju. Alth-
ough originally scheduled
toopenin2014,theproject
remained stalled forovera

decade,largely duetodelays
onthe North Korean side.
The massivebridgeisnow
beingopened with theaim
ofboostingtrade between
the two countries.

Itisexpectedtostren-
gthenboth the movement
of goodsacrosstheborder
and the overall economic
relationship between the
twonations.



\2—

Today horoscope

~Youwillsuccessfully complete challenging
|| tasks. Expected fundswillarrive. Discord within
| the family will fade, giving way to unity. Your
children willact with a sense of responsibility.
Avoid gettinginto arguments at your workplace.

Dueto ‘Chandrashtama’ (the Moon'stransit .
through the eighth house from yoursign), you| €
may experience minor, vague anxieties. Be

¥
You will face competition in business; employ

careful not tofall out with relatives or friends

new strategies toattract customers.

You will reminisce about happy moments from the

past. You can expectafavorable outcomein

- legal matters, and you may receive support

" 71| fromgovernment-related sources. Pending
tasks will finallybe completed. You will receive

assistance from your paternal sideand see

progressinboth yourbusinessand career.

Youwillattend auspicious family events.
Yourinterestin yoga and spirituality will
grow. Conflicts with relatives will be resolved.
You may undertake work-related travel. In
business,long-stagnant stock will finally be
sold off.

Youwill complete your tasks. Financial
inflowwillbesatisfactory. Confusion will dissi-
.pate,and peace will prevail within the family. You
willmake newacquaintances. Avoid creating
anyenmityatyour workplace. Inbusiness, you
willreceive supportfrom new partners.

Youwillholda dominant (influential)
position within your family. Conflicts with
your spouse willbe resolved. Students will feel
enthusiastic. Youwilllearn the nuancesand
intricacies of business. Atthe workplace, your
leadership abilities will grow, leading toan
increaseinyour stature.

Misunderstandingsbetween spouses willbe cleared

up. Youwillbeabletorecover moneythatyouhadlentto
others. Youwill receive timelyassistance from
expected sources. Business will pickup
momentumandyield decent profits. Maintain
acalm demeanoratyourworkplace.

("
N

With the Moon positioned within your
zodiacsign, itisadvisable to practice mutual
adjustmentand compromise between spouses. - 5
Youmay continueto faceasense of financial £~
shortage, regardless ofhow much money comes
in.Inbusiness, youwill earn the profits you
anticipated. Atthe workplace, your colleagues
willhold youinhigh regard.

You will engage in publicaffairs with self-confidence.

"\ Youwilllisten toyour children’s wishes and fulfill
them.Inbusiness, youwill have the opportunity
tomeet prominentindividuals.

Youwillachieveyour goalsbytakingad-
vantageof smallopportunities. Youwillreceive @ =570
cooperation fromyour parents. Good news will
arrive from outoftown. Inbusiness, old stock
willbe cleared,and youwillreceive support from
your partners. Attheoffice, your superior will
commendyourwork.

Your mental confusion will dissipate. You
willfeel energized by the introduction of new
friends. Youwillavoid unnecessary expenses
related to your vehicle. Atthe workplace, you
willberecommended for anew position; you
willearn the favor of the higher authoritiesand
achievesuccess.

Youwillfind peace of mind through your
family members. Issuesrelated to debts will come
toanend. Attheoffice, youwill complete tasks
thathadbeen pendingorstalled. Inbusiness, you
will take stepstoattract former customers.
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“CM Vijay should visitgrocery stores to
mquwe aboutprlcelevels” -M.K. Stalin

CHENNAL “Tamil Nadu
ChiefMinister Vijaytravels
toLondon, Karnataka,and
AndhraPradesh. Lethim
doso.Butheshouldalsota-
keamomenttovisitalocal
grocery storeand find out
abouttherisein prices, said
DMK leader M.K. Stalin.
Inapostonhissocial med-
iapage, M.K. Stalin wrote:
“The Chief Minister travels
toLondon, Karnataka,and

AndhraPradesh.
Lethimdoso.Buthesho-
uldalsotakeamomenttovisit
alocalgrocerystoreandfind
outabouttherisein prices.
Please, donotbotheras-
king the Minister for Fo-
od—hewill simply claim
thateverythingis ‘normal’
Instead ofthejoythatshould
accompany the festive sea-
son, the peoplearegripped
byfear. Asktheminstead.”

Overthe pastthree month-
s—since July—the price of
ricehasrisenbyup to327
perkilogram, with the cost
ofa26&kilogramsackinc-
reasingbyasmuchas3700.
InTamil Nadu, the priceofa
26&kilogram sack of com-
mon&varietyparboiledrice

: hasclimbedfrom31,100in
= Julyto1,800today.

Thistranslatestoanin-
crease fromI42to370 per
kilogram.

Similarly, theprice ofasa-
ckofPonniparboiledricehas
risenfrom<1,400t031,900,
whilethepriceofasackofSona
Masooririce—sourced from
AndhraPradeshand Karnat-
aka—hasgoneupfrom31,400
t032,000. With theretail price
ofricerisingbyuptoRs.27
perkilogram,and the prices

of pigeon peas (toordal)and
blackgram (urad dal)incre-
asingbyRs.6andRs. 11 per
kilogramrespectively, poor
and middle&class families
havebeenseverelyaffected.

In this context, the Min-
isterfor Food stated that the
governmentis monitoring
thepricesof11 essential co-
mmodities, includingrice,
and claimed thatthepriceof
ricehasnotincreasedatal-
l—dismissingthereportsas
afalsenarrative constructed
byopposition parties.

Againstthisbackdrop,
DMKleader M.K. Stalin has
criticized thesituation, noting
thatinstead ofexperiencing
thejoy ofthe festive season,
peopleareleftfrozenin fe-
ar dueto the skyrocketing
prices.

PopeLeo diagnosed withlung cancer
admitted to hospital, Vatican reports

VATICAN CITY: The
Vatican hasannounced th-
atPope Leohasbeen dia-
gnosed with lung cancer.
A medical examinationre-
cently conducted on Pope

Leo, thespiritualleaderof

Catholics, revealed atumor
inhislungs.

To have the tumor re-
moved, the Popewasadm-
itted to the Gemelli Hosp-
italin Rome last Tuesday.
The Vaticaninitiallyreported

thatthesurgery, whichlasted
approximately 90 minutes,
was completed withoutany
complicationsand thatthe
Popeisdoingwell.

Subsequently, the Vatican
released further details pro-
vided by Professor Stefano
Margaritora, thehead ofthe
hospital’sthoracicsurgery
departmentandthe Pope’s
lead surgeon.

It was reported that
71&year&old Pope Leo
hasbeen diagnosed with
lungadenocarcinoma, aco-
mmon type oflungcancer.
A medicalreportregarding
thisstated, “Inline with the

findingssuspected priortothe
surgery, therapid analysis of
tissuesamplestaken during
theprocedure confirmed that
PopeLeohaslungcancer”
However, no further details
regardinghishealth condition
wereprovided.

The Vaticanannounced
thatLeoisexpectedtoremain
inthehospital foraboutaweek,
andallhis publicengageme-
ntshavebeen cancelled until
October20.

Tender for Procurement of
1,000 ACElectric Buses Cancelled

CHENNALI: The Metrop-
olitan TransportCorporation
(MTC)hasannounced the
cancellation of thetender for
theprocurementof1,000 AC
electricbuses.

The Chennai Metropolitan
Transport Corporation has
beenoperatingelectricbuses
with the objective of reduc-
ingenvironmental impact.
Currently, 310 ACelectric
busesand 400 non&ACele-
ctricbusesarein operation.
Theseelectricbusesareope-
rated onacontractual basis.

Undertheagreement,apriv-
ateentity operatesthebuses,
whilethe Transport Corpo-
ration provides payment for
theservice.

Specifically, eachbusis
required to cover 200 km
daily;the MTCpaysRs.80.82
perkilometer for ACbu-

sesand Rs. 77.12 perkilo- |

meter for non&AC buses.
Meanwhile,in March,aten-
derwasinvited forthe proc-
urementof1,000low&floor
electricbuses, each 12 meters
inlength.

Theopeningofthisten-
derwas postponed several
timesbecause notenough
companies participated.
Meanwhile, althoughithad
been announced thatthe

tender wouldbe openedye-
sterday,ithasnowbeen canc-
elled. Officials stated that the
reason for thisisthelack of
sufficient participation from
companies.
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Agreathumanbeingwhorescued
the destituteandreunited
400peoplewith the:rfam:hes’

A social activist fromCoimbatore has
achieved a remarkable feat by rescuing
over 1,000 destitute individuals found
Tiving on the streets and successfully
reuniting more than 400 of themwith the-
ir families. Mahendran (50), a resident
of theR.S. Puramarea in Coimbatore,
founded the ‘Eera Nenjam’ (Compassio-
nate Heart) Trust in 2012. Through this
organization, he and his team rescue
elderly people, individuals withmental
health challenges, and pregnant women
who are Teft stranded on streets, at bus
stands, or inother public spaces. Upon
rescue, these individuals are provi-
dedwith haircuts and clean clothing.
They are then given temporary shelter
ina facility managed by the Coimbatore
CityMunicipal Corporation, where th-
ey receive urgent medical care and pr-
ofessional mental health counseling.
Mahendran and his team engage with those
stayingin the shelterwith great care
and compassion, gathering information
about their hometowns and families. By
leveraging online resources and coll-
aboratingwith Tocal police, they have
successfully located the families of
these individuals and safely reunited
over 400 peoplewith their Toved ones. In
the unfortunate event that someone passes
away whiTe under the care of the Trust,
Mahendran ensures that they are not left
unclaimed; instead, he carries out their
final riteswith fulldignity, stric-
tly adhering to government protocols.
It isnoteworthy that Mahendran has been
carryingout this noble service cons-
istently, without any major financial
support from the government, relying
solely on his own savings and contribu-
tions from friends. This serviceof his
has earned himpraise fromall across
Qami 1 Nadu.

US Ambassador Gor says Rubio’s visit to India “more
business focused”, to meet EAM Jaishankar in Mumbai

NEWDELHI: US Ambassador to
IndiaSergio Goron Thursdaydescribed
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s
upcomingvisitto Indiaas “more bus-
inesséfocused”, highlightinggrowing
bilateraltrade, energy cooperation, te-
chnologypartnershipsandinvestment
opportunities, while confirmingthat
External Affairs MinisterSJaishankar
isexpectedtomeetthe USSecretaryin
Mumbai.

advancing commercial ties bet-
ween the two countries, with Rubio
scheduledto travelto Mumbai and
Jamnagar duringhis India. “Thisis
Secretary’ssecondofficialvisittoInd-
ia, Gorsaid. “Thistripisalittlemore
businessfocused, andsoonceagain, if
youlookatourbilateraltradebetween
the United StatesandIndia, it’s been
anincredibleup through,” headded.
Accordingtoamedianoteissued by
the USDepartment of State, Rubiowill
visit Uzbekistan and India between
October17and22.

FollowingengagementsinSama-
rkand, Uzbekistan, the USSecretary
of Statewilltravelto Mumbaiand Ja-
mnagar, whereheisscheduledtomeet
seniorIndiangovernmentofficialsand
businessleaders.

TheState Department saidthevisit
wouldaimto “strengthenthe USéIndia
strategicpartnership, exchangeviews
onregionalandglobaldynamics,and

discussprospectsforenhancedenergy
cooperation”.

OutliningRubio’sitinerary, Gor
saidtheSecretarywouldhold meetings
with business representativesin Mu-
mbaibeforetravellingto Jamnagarto
engagewith Reliance, oneoftheworld’s
largest oilrefiningcompanies. “The
Secretary will be going to Mumbai,
andhe’llhavealot of meetingsthere.
He'llalso begoingto Jamnagar, where
he'llmeetsomeofthefolksat Reliance.
Relianceisoneofthebiggestoilrefinery
companiesintheworld, but wearealso
proudbecausetheyarealsoopeningthe
Sfirstrefineryinthe United Statesin 50
years, Gorsaid.

Healso confirmed that Indian
governmentrepresentatives wereexpe-
ctedtojointhediscussionsin Mumbai,
includingExternal Affairs MinisterS
Jaishankar. “Whilehe’s in Mumbai,
hewillbemeetingwithgovernment
ofIndiaofficials. Weexpect Minister
DrJaishankarwillbejoiningusthere,
alongwithotherindividualsherefrom
Delhi,”the US Ambassadorsaid. Gor
emphasised Indiasgrowingimportance
asacommercialpartnerforthe United
States, pointingto cooperationacross
sectorsrangingfromdefenceandinfo-
rmationtechnologytosemiconductors
anddatainfrastructure. Highlighting
Indiasapproachtowardsforeigniny-
estment, the Ambassador said New

i .
Delhihadprovided opportunitiesfor
Americancompaniestoparticipatein
itsexpandingeconomy, describingthe
relationship asmutually beneficialfor
bothcountries.
“Fortheprivatesectortobeableto
cometoIndiatocompete, tohavetheir
footinthedoor, youhaveaverypragm-
atic Prime Minister herethat welcomes
outsideinvestment; pick anysectot; and
wereworkingtogetheronit,” Gorsaid.
Heciteddefencecooperationandthe
presenceofmajor Americantechnol-
ogycompaniesinIndiaasexamplesof
thegrowingcommercialrelationship.
“So, ifyoulook atthe defence world, we
havecoe~productionhappeningherein
India. IfyoulookatIT, it sunmatched.
Google, Microsoft, Adobe, and Micr-
on-everyoneofthemisopeningdata
centresand chip manufacturinghere
thatworkwith our companies hand
inhandinthe United States,” hesaid.
GorarguedthatinvestmentsinIn-

diacouldalsosupportemployment
inthe United States, describingthe
economicrelationship asashared
opportunity. ‘Sowhenajobiscreated
inIndia,acounterjobiscreatedinthe
United States,andsoitsanincredible
winewinsituationthatIwouldsay
| isunmatched. Therearenotalotof
countriesintheworldthathavethat
liberalistpotential,”headded. Goralso
highlighted India’sroleinemerging
technologies, particularlyartificial
intelligence and semiconductorma-
nufacturing, describingthecountry’s
participationintechnologyinitiatives
asareflectionofmutualtrustbetween
New Delhiand Washington.
ReferringtotheGlobal Allmpact
Summit hosted by India earlier this
yeat, hesaidthe United Stateshad also
participatedintheeventandpointed
to India’sinvitationto the PaxSilica
initiativeasanotherindication ofthe
relationship. “Theyhosted the Global
AlISummit,andwheretheybrought the
wholeworld. The UnitedStatespartic-
ipatedthatinthatalsoearlierthisyear.
Oneofthethingsthatresultedfromit,
anditsanothersignofourrelationship
withIndia. Hewasamongthefirst 10
countriesinvitedinto PaxSilica, and
thereasonforthatisbecausetheyare
atrustedpartner, Gorsaid.
Hestressedthattrustwascentralto
Indiaspotentialroleinsupply chains,

particularlyasthetwo countriesdeepen
cooperationinadvancedtechnology
andmanufacturing. “So for themto
beanessentialpartofoursupplycha-
in, thatthetrustisthere, hesaid. The
Ambassadoralsoreferredtotherecent
presenceof American Fe&35 fighter
aircraftinIndiafor ajointexercise,
describingitasanotherindication of
Washingtonsconfidenceinitspartn-
ershipwith New Delhi.
“Justlastweek, wehadforthefirst
timeever Fe»35sin India. Our F&»35s
don'tgoallovertheworld. They don't
gotoplaceswedon’t trust, and they
camehereforajointexercisewiththe
Indians,”Gorsaid.
Hisremarksplaced defencecoop-
erationalongsideinvestment andtec-
hnologyaskeyelementsofthebroader
relationship, highlightingthe range of
sectorsinwhichIndiaandthe United
Statesareworkingtogether.
Rubiosplannedvisitto Jamnagar
and Mumbaiisexpectedtoprovidean
opportunityfordiscussionsonenergy
cooperation, commercialinvestment
andthewiderstrategic partnership.
Thevisitfollows Rubiosplanned
engagementsin Uzbekistan, wherehe
willparticipateinthe C5+1 Ministerial
andholdbilateralmeetingswithsenior
officialsfrom Uzbekistan, Kazakhst-
an, Tajikistan, Turkmenistanandthe
KyrgyzRepublic.

The Nandl statue ofthe JalakanteswararTempIe
fully visible withinthe Mettur Damreservoirarea.

House ofmanarrestedfor murder
ofsocial activist demolished

Vel

PUNJAB: Ashwam Kumar apharmacyowner from
Mansa, Punjab, shotandkilled social activist Parvinder
Singhfollowingadispute overthesale ofbanned medicines.
Aftertheincident, Ashwani Kumarwentintohiding, promp-
tingtheformation of special police teamstotrackhim down

He was eventually arrested by the police while hi-
dingin Salasar, Rajasthan. Followinghis arrest, his
house was demolished using bulldozers. A relative of
his, Vipin, had already been taken into custody. There
isagrowingdemand thatnotonly Ashwani Kumarbut
everyoneelseinvolvedin the crimeshouldbearrested.
Protestershave announced thattheywill not performthe
lastrites for Parvinder Singh’sbody until justiceisserved
andalltheprimaryperpetratorsarearrested. Furthermo-
re,theyhave called forastate&wide shutdown (bandh) in
Punjabtoday(the 15th) to condemn the murder.
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The DefenceAccounts Departmentorgamsed a natlonW|de Shramdaanunder

the ‘Swachhata Hi Seva 2026’ campaign, with field offices participating inthe
two-week-long Swachhata Pakhwadaand planting over 25,000 trees under
the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’initiativeon led by Controller General of Defence
Accounts (CGDA)on October12.

Chief Minister Vijay to meet
overnor Arlekar today

CHENNAI:R.N. Ravi,
who served asthe Govern-
or of Tamil Nadu, was app-
ointed as the Governor of
West Bengal on March 5th.
Instead of anewappoint-
ment, R. V. Arlekar—the
Governor of Kerala—was
given additional chargeas
the Governor of Tamil Nadu.
Itisworthnotingthatitwashe
whoadministered the oath of
officeto Chief Minister Vijay.

For over six months,
Tamil Nadu had not had
a full&time Governor.
Meanwhile,in August, there
wasspeculation thatformer
AndhraPradesh Chief Mi-
nister Kiran Reddymightbe
appointed asthe Governor
of Tamil Nadu. Atthattime,
the Prime Minister wason
anoverseastrip,anditwas
suggested thatanannounce-
mentmightfollowhisreturn;

however, nosuchannounc-
ementwasmade. Recently,
President Droupadi Murmu
issuedanorderappointing
new Governorsforsixstates,
including TamilNadu. Under
thisorder,R. V. Arlekar, the
Governor of Kerala,hasbeen
appointedasthe full&time

! Governor of Tamil Nadu.

Thissignificant change
follows a one&day visit to
Tamil Nadu by Prime Mi-
nister Modiafew daysago.
Inthe meantime, Chief Mi-
nister Vijay extended his
congratulationsto Governor
Arlekarviasocialmedia. Fur-
thermore, the ChiefMinister
isscheduledtomeet Governor
R. V. Arlekarin persontoday
(Thursday) atthe RajBhavan
in Guindyto offer hiscongr-
atulations.

23,241 People Affected by
Denguein Tamil Nadu

Minister Arunra] S Statement

.,_ notbealarmed. Efforts

CHENNALI: Minister

for Medicaland Family .

Welfare, Arunraj, spo-
ketoreportersinKilpa-

uk, Chennai, yesterday. g

He stated the following:
In2025,25,585peoplein
TamilNaduwereaffected ..
bydenguefever.Sofarthis
year, 23,241 peoplehave
beenaffected. In Chenn-
aialone, 118 casesofdengue
wereconfirmed thedaybefore
yesterday.

The dengue situation

remains under control,and

the government continues
toimplement preventive
measuresagainstthe fever.
Therefore, the public need

T toeradicatemosquito
larvaearebeingcar-
ried outintensively.
Preventive measures
havebeenaccelerated
through fever&scre-
{ ening camps,andall
- necessarymedicines
areinstock.

Toaddressthesh-
ortageofnursingstaff, 4,724
nursesarebeingrecruited th-
roughatransparent process.
Hesaid this.

Death Sentence for Wifeand Her Lover
inMurd er of Merchant Navy Officer
LandmarkVerdlct by_UttarPradesh Court

MEERUT: A d1str1—
ctcourtin Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh,hassentenceda
womanandherloverto
death for the murder of
herhusband—amerchant
navy officer—and the conc-
ealmentofhisbodyinsidea
blue plasticdrum.

Saurabh Rajput,amerchant
navy officer from Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh, wasmarried
toMuskan Rastogi.

While Saurabh waswo-
rkingin London, Muskan
begananaffairwithaman
named Sahil Shukla.

Saurabh’sreturnfrom
LondoninFebruarylast
yearbecameanobstacle

totheirillicitrelationship.
Consequently,on March 3
oflastyear, the pair stabbed
Saurabh to death, disme-
mberedhisbody, placed
theremainsinabluedrum,
and coveredthemwitha
cementmixture. Thetwo
fledto Himachal Pradesh,
wheretheywere subsequ-
entlyarrested by the police
andimprisoned. Presiding
overthecase, the Meerut
courtdelivereditsverdict
yesterday, sentencingboth
Muskanand Sahiltodeath.
Followingtheannounce-
mentoftheverdict, chants
of “Bharat MataKiJai”
(Victoryto MotherIndia)

wereheardinthe court-
room. Saurabh’s mother,
RenuRajput, welcomed
thejudgment. Meanwhile,
Muskan’s parentshad pre-
viouslyinformedthecourt
thattheywould notobject
iftheir daughter weretobe
sentencedtodeath.

Why did Vijay roll apineapple atthe
inauguration of CapitaLand in Ambattur?

CHENNALI: During the
inauguration of the Singa-
pore-based data center compa-
ny ‘CapitaLand’in Ambattur,
Chennai, Chief Minister Vijay
and Singapore Deputy Prime
Minister Gan Kim Yongrolled
apineapple—a gesture that
carries a specific meaning.
The Singaporean firm Capi-
taLand has established a new
46-megawattdata centerin
the Pattaravakkam area of
Ambattur, Chennai. This
facility, which spans4 acres,
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Letus pledge to build the strong India

envisioned byAbduI Kalam: CM Vijay

CHENNALI:Ontheocc-
asion ofthebirthannivers-
aryofformer Presidentand
missile scientist Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, Chief Minis-
ter Vijay sharedapostonthe
platform X’ (formerly Twi-
tter), whichreadsasfollows:
“Onthebirthanniversaryof
the ‘Missile Man’and former

President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam—who contributed
significantlyto India’sscien-
tificadvancement, inspired
thedreamsofstudentsand
youth,andservedasaguiding
lightfor theiraspirations—I
recallandhonorhisinvaluable
servicetothenation. Despite
holdingvarioushigh&ranking

"™ positions—suchasanISRO
scientist, Principal Scientific
Advisortothe Government
ofIndia,and President—he
considered hisidentityasa
‘teacher’ tobethe crowning
achievementofhislife. He
dedicated hisentireexistence,
untilhisverylastbreath, tothe
progressof students.

His simplicity, inte-
grity, and scientific tem-
perament remain forev-
er worthy of admiration.
Letuskeepthenoblethoughts
andvisionary perspective of
Dr. A.PJ. AbdulKalaminour
minds,andonthisday,letus
pledgetobuildaprosperous
andstrongIndia”

Man left hanging outsideamoving train
after passengers grab his hands during
an attempted mobile phone theft

PATNA: Avideohasgone
viralonsocial mediashowing
amanhangingoutsideamo-
vingtrainin Bihar, terrified
forhislife, after passengers
grabbed hishandsthrough
awindowasheattemptedto
stealamobile phone.

Theincidentoccurreda
couple of daysagonear Shi-
vnarayanpur railway station

in the Bhagalpur
districtofBihar. An
unidentifiedindiv-
idualtriedtosnatch
apassenger’smobile
phonethroughthe
| train window.

Passengersinsi-
dethecarriagereact-
| edquickly, grabbing
| themanshandsbef-
orehecouldescape.
Asthetrainbeganto
move, theycontinued
tohold on,leaving
the man dangling outside
thetrain.

Asthetrain picked up
speed, the man struggled
desperately—in astate of
sheer terror—to free hims-
elf. Onlookersat the railway
stationwerelefthorrifiedand
distressed by the sight. The
individual wasdraggedfora

shortdistance before falling
onto theplatform.

He survived with only
minorinjuries. Followingthe
incident, RailwayProtection
Force (RPF) personnel appr-
ehended himfor questioning.
Avideooftheeventhasgone
viralonline, highlighting the
dangerspassengersfacedue
toattempted mobile phone
theftsat railway stations.

Meanwhile, therailway
administration hasadvised
passengerstoavoid takingany
actions—whenattempting
toapprehend suspected th-
ieves—thatcould endanger
themselvesor others. Inthe
eventofanattempted theft,
passengersareurged toreport
theincidentto railway staff,
the Government Railway
Police (GRP), orthe Railw-
ay Protection Force (RPF).

Air France restricts crew from 31 countries,
including Pakistan, in compliance with new
Israeli government regulations

PARIS: Following an
incidentinvolving Flydubai,
thelsraeli governmenthas
imposednewrestrictionsre-
garding crew membersfrom
certain countries servingon
flights to Israel.

Air France has confir-
med thatit will fully com-
ply with theseregulations.
Inastatement, Air France
noted, “Likeallairlines, Air
Franceisobligated to ens-
urethatbothits customers
andstaffadheretotheentry
regulationsimposedbythe
authorities of the countries
itserves. Accordingly, the
relevantstaffmembershave
beeninformed of the new
regulationsimplemented by
Israeliauthorities for flights
to Tel Aviv”

was developed following an
agreement signed during the
2024 Global Investors Meet.

Dueto thisnew policy
byIsrael,

AirFrancewillimpose
restrictions on flight crew
memberswhohold citizenship
from 31 Muslim&majority
nations, including Pakistan,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Algeria,
and Tunisia. According to
information released by
the Israelinews channel
‘N12’, Israel’s Ministry of
Transportand Road Safety
issuedanewdirective tofor-
eignairlineson October Ist.
Thedirective stipulates that
pilotsand cabin crewon flights
enteringlsraeliairspace must
notholdcitizenship—or dual
citizenship—from countries
that donotmaintaindiplo-
maticrelations with Israel.

Legal expertshave war-

rollingapineapple—atradi-
tional Singaporean custom.
Oncefully operational, the

Designed to strengthen facility is expected to cre-

ChennaisITinfrastructure,
the data center represents
an investment of T5,000
crore and has a power ca-
pacity of 56 megawatts.
Ithouses 4,900 server racks.
Chief Minister Vijay and
Singapore Deputy Prime
Minister Gan Kim Yong
visited this massive facility,
where they inaugurated it by

ate5,000job opportunities.
One might wonder why both
the Chief Minister and the Sin-
gapore Deputy Prime Minister
were each given a pineapple
toroll duringthe ceremony.
InSingaporean culture, rolling
apineappleis a traditional
practiceoften observed during
theinauguration ofnew offices
or business establishments.

nedthatthismovebyIsrael
constitutes discrimination
against personnel based on
their nationalityand could
lead tolegal challengesunder
Frenchlaborlaws.

Itisreported that thisnew
regulation by Israel could affe-
ctseveralinternationalairlines
thatoperateflightsto Israel
or through Israeliairspace.
Accordingto officials from
the United Arab Emirates
andIsrael,on September 30,

aco&pilotfrom Oman
attempted to hijacka Flydubai
flighttraveling from Dubai
to Tel Aviv, with theintentof
crashingitintoIsrael's Ben Gu-
rion Airport.Itisinthe wake
ofthisincidentthatIsraelhas
imposed such stringentre-
strictions.

Inthe Hokkien language, a
pineappleiscalled “OngLai,”
aterm believedto signify the
arrival of good fortune and
the growth of wealth. Con-
sequently, the pineapple is
viewed asan auspicioussymbol.
In Singapore and Malaysia,
itis customarytorollapine-
apple fromthe entrance into
the interior when openinga
new home, office, or business.
Itisalso customary to utter
thephrase “Huat ah!” while
rollingthe object.

The Union M|n|sterfor Defence, ShriRajnath
Singhatthelaunchof ITKanpur’s ‘Greater Than Us’
fundraisingcampaign, in New Delhi.

Punjab Police officer
arrested with heroin
worth Rs 40 crore

\ A A
CHANDIGARH: A Punjab Police officer, who was
tasked with preventing drugsmugglingvia dronesal-
ongtheinternationalborder,hasbeenarrestedin Tarn
Tarandistrict with 15kilograms ofheroin.
Theseized heroinisestimated tobe worth over Rs 40
crore. Thearrested officerhasbeenidentified as Karan-
deep Singh. Hewasapprehended duringajointopera-
tion conducted by the Border Security Force (BSF) and
investigativeagenciesin the Sarai Amanat Khan area of
theborderdistrict of Tarn Taran.
Itisalleged thathe wastransporting theheroin from
theborderareatohishometown, Busse. Authoritiesare
conductinganintensiveinvestigation to determine the
originoftheheroin, itsintended recipient,and whether
othersareinvolvedin thesmugglingattempt.

Rajendra VishwanathArIkartook chargeasthe
Governorof TamilNadutoday atRajBhavanin Chennai.

Firein Germany
3 Indianskilled

NEW DELHI: A firebroke out the daybeforeyesterdayinan
apartmentbuildingin the German city of Bochum. Three people
—twoyoungwomenaged25and27,anda26&year&old man
—losttheirlivesin theincident. Fiveothers sustained injuries.
Theinjuredhavebeenadmitted toahospital for treatment.
Reportsfromtheregionindicate that the three deceased
were Indian nationals. Meanwhile, police havearrested a
Romanian manonsuspicion thathe mayhavestarted the
fire, potentially with the intentto commitmurder.

Ll i

54 yearold elephant Prashantha to carry the
750kg golden howdah atthe Mysuru Dasarafestival.

The belief i
isthat thisen-
sures any new
beginningwill
besuccessful
andprofitable.
Thisistherea-

sonwhy, atthe calfduringahousewarming

inauguration of a Singapor-
ean company in Ambattur,
Chennai, a pineapple was
presentedto Vijay, who then
performedtheritual ofrollingit.
InIndia, itis believed that
bringinga cow alongwithits

ceremony (*grihapravesha®)

foranew home invites the
blessings of Goddess Laksh-
mi. Similarly, various other
countries have their own
unique customsrootedin their
respective beliefs.
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Alleged fd?;gn funding for the Cockroach Party
Mary Millben — American singer and actress

AIADMK lodges complaint with the Governor
regarding Minister Sengottaiyan's remarks

CHENNALI: peakingin
Gobi, Erodedistrict, theday
beforeyesterday, Minister
Sengottaiyan stated, “Very
soon, 15 MLAswillleavethe
ATADMK. Wewillhaveto
waitand see who exactly
willleave. From nowon, it
is EdappadiPalaniswami

‘a

andS.P. Velumaniwhomu-

stdecide what the next
steps forthe ATADMK
shouldbe”
Theseremarksspar-
kedamajor controversy.
Inlight of this, the AI-
ADMK has submitted
« aformal complaint to
Governor Arlekaraga-

inst Minister Sengottaiyan.
Theparty’swhip, Agri’ Kris-
hnamurthy, hasurgedaction
againstthe Minister,arguing
thathisclaim—that15mem-
berswouldleavethe ATADM-
K—amountstoencouraging
‘horse&trading’ (poaching of
legislators).

Rs. 5,000 for Drought, Affected Farmers
Maharashtra Government Announces Relief

MUMBALI: Chief Minister
DevendraFadnavishasord-
ered the disbursementofRs.
5,000 to farmersin Maharas-
htrawhohavebeen severely
affected by drought. Duetoa
failure ofthe monsoon this

ofthe stateis currently in
thegrip ofaseveredrought.

Inseveralregions, includi-
ngMarathwada, groundwater
levels have plummeted to
unprecedented lows—dr-
opping more than 3 meters.
With wells and borewells

running dry, the publicis
forced to travel for milesju-
sttosecuredrinking water.

Underthescorching Oc-
tober sun, crops—including
sugarcaneandsorghum—pl-
antedacrosshundredsoftho-
usandsofacresarewithering
away due to alack of water.
Faced withmassive croplosses
andtheburden of debt, far-
mingfamiliesarestruggling
tosustain theirlivelihoods.
Thereisalsoanacuteshortage
offodder forlivestock. To
managethedroughtsituation,
thedistribution of drinking
waterviatankershasalready

begunintheaffectedareas.

Inlight of this, Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
hasannounced a series of
immediaterelief measures
tosupportfarmerswho ha-
velosttheirlivelihoods due
to the failure of the rains.
Speaking toreporters fo-
llowing a cabinet meeti-
ngin Mumbai yesterday,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavisannounced that
aninterimrelief payment of
Rs.5,000wouldbe provided
to each drought&affected
farming familyasa ‘Diwali
gift’

year, more than 85 percent

Those who have converted to Islam cannot
claim reservation benefits - Supreme Court

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Co-
urt has stated that individuals who
have converted toIslam cannot claim
reservation benefits under the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) category.
A personwho convertstoIslamissimply
a Muslim; they cannot claim to belong
toasubércategory such as “Backward
Class Muslim.” The Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court had previously
ruled that a Government Order (GO)
issued by the Tamil Nadu governmen-
t—which provided for the issuance of
“Backward Class Muslim” certificates

forthe purpose of availingreservation
benefits—wasunlawful. Thisrulingwas
delivered by adivision bench comprising
Justices G.R. Swaminathan and P.B. Balaji.
Followingthis, onthe 8th of this month,
the Tamil Nadu government filed an
appealinthe Supreme Court challen-
gingthe High Courtsorder, which had
barred convertstoIslam from claiming
suchreservation benefits. The case came
up for hearinginthe Supreme Court tod-
ay. A Supreme Court bench comprising
Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and
SriChandrashekhar deliveredaverdict
today, rulingthat individuals who have

reservation benefits. Thejudges stated:
“Anindividualwho convertsfromthe Hi-
ndusocial ordertoanonéHindu social
order cannot claim reservation or special
privilegesunder Article 16(4) of the Con-
stitution of India based solely on the social
backwardnessthey experienced priorto
their conversion. The backwardstatusthey
heldwithin their former social structure
doesnotserveasabasisfor attainingthe
statusofa ‘backward class'within thenew
religion to which they have converted.
Accordingto Paragraph 3 of the Constit-
ution (Scheduled Castes) Order, aperson
who professes a religion other than Hi-
nduism, Sikhism, or Buddhism cannot
be considered a member ofa ‘Scheduled
Caste. Consequently, anindividual who
convertstoareligion notincludedinthis
provision loses the ‘Scheduled Caste’sta-
tusassociated with their former caste. In
such circumstances, they cannot claim
reservation or special privileges gran-
ted to members of ‘Scheduled Castes’
under Article 16(4) of the Constitution.
Thesocial backwardness anindividual
experienced before conversion cannot
providethelegal foundation for them
tobe classified asamember of a specific

conversion. Conversely, ifanindividual
who had moved from the Hindu social
orderto another social order returnsto
the Hindufold, they may [becomeeligible
for] affirmativeaction measures under
Article 16(4) of the Constitution.” Wh-
etheroneisentitledto [certain benefits]
cannotbedeterminedsolely based on their
previousstatus. A 1951 judgment by the
Madras High Court clearly states: “When
aHindu convertstoIslam, they become
aMuslim andnothingelse; their former
casteidentityis completely erased.” This
rulingwas subsequently upheld by the
Supreme Court. Suchdefinitivejudicial
pronouncements cannot be overturned
by anexecutivegovernment order; do-
ingsowouldviolatethe principle of the
separation of powers. Consequently, the
government order issued by the Tamil
Naduadministrationis hereby quashed.
Furthermore, the Supreme Court dism-
issed an appealfiled by the Tamil Nadu
governmentagainsta Madras High Court
judgment, which held that individuals
who have converted to Islam are not
eligible for reservation underthe Other
Backward Classes (OBC) category and
cannot begranted special concessions
reservedforthe ‘backward classes.

converted to Islam are not entitled to

backwardsocialgroup following their

Chennai: The Madras ngh Courthas |ssued aninterim stayon the tender announced for the
distribution of palm oil packets through ration shopsin view ofthe Deepavalifestival.

DELHI: “The voice for
justice cannot be suppres-
sed; the struggle cannotbe
halted,” stated Rahul Gand-
hi, Leader ofthe Opposition
inthe Lok Sabha, inapost
expressing support for the
parentsof Ankita Bhandari.
Ankita Bhandari’s parents
werearrested by the police
while they were protesting
againsttheappointmentof
Dushyant Gautam—whohas
beenlinkedtothemurder case
oftheyoungwoman, Ankita
Bhandari—asthe Governor
of Sikkim.

Condemningthisaction,
Rahul Gandhishared histho-
ughtsonsocialmedia. Vinod
Arya,asenior BJPleaderin

Local 15.10.2026

Uttarakhand and aformer
stateminister,hadasonnam-
edPulkit Arya,whoowneda
luxuryresortnear Rishikesh.
AnkitaBhandariworkedasa
receptionistatthisresort. She
wentmissingon September
18,2022. Her father filed a
police complaint, reporting
thathisdaughterhad notret-
urned homeafterleaving for
work; Pulkit Arya, the owner
oftheresort where she was
employed, wasalso involv-
edinthereporting process.
Policeinvestigationsrevealed
thatitwas Pulkit Aryawho
murdered Ankita.
Subsequently, the police
arrested threeindividuals,
including Pulkit Aryaand

T|rumala Onthethird day ofthe Tlrupatl Navaratrl Brahmotsavam Lord Malayappa wastaken outina
procession—mounted onthe ‘SimhaVahana’ (lion vehicle)inthe morning and seated in a‘Muthu Pallakki’
(pearl&adorned palanquin)atnight.

The voice forjustice cannotbe
suppressed ; the struggle cannot be halted

tworesortemployees. The

™ policealsorecovered An-

kita’sbody. Followingan
order from thestate’s Chief
Minister, partsof theluxury
resortweredemolished. Pu-
| Ikit Aryaandhisassociates

imprisonment. From the
verybeginning, Ankita’s
familyandsocialactivists
havealleged that Dushyant
Kumar Gautam—aformer
nationalgeneralsecretaryofthe
BJP—islinked to thismurder.
Againstthisbackdrop, itwas
announced on October 12
that Dushyant Kumar Ga-
utam hasbeenappointedas
the Governor of Sikkim. In
protestagainst this, Ankita
Bhandari’s parentshavebeen
staginga demonstrationat
IndiaGatein Delhi.

Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi met
with them last night.
Meanwhile, Ankita Bhan-
dari’s parents werearrested
intheearlyhoursofthemo-
rning;reports suggest they
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havesincebeenreleased.
Condemningthearrests,Rahul
GandhiwroteonX (formerly
Twitter): “At4:00 AM, while
everyonewasasleep, Ankita
Bhandari’s parentswere taken
into custody.

Their ‘crime’? Sitting pea-
cefullyatIndia Gate,deman-
dingthat Dushyant Gautam
shouldnotbecomethe Gov-
ernorof Sikkim untilthe CBI
investigation is concluded!
Priyankaand Imet Ankita’s
parentsyesterday. Theironly
question was: whytherushto
appoint Gautamas Governor
beforetheinvestigationisev-
encomplete? Butthen, isn'tit
thehallmark of thisregimeto
silencethevoicesof victims
who daretoask questions?
Nevertheless, the voice for
justice cannotbesilenced,
and the struggle for justice
willnot cease.

The Congress party sta-
ndswith Ankita Bhandari’s
family—and will continue
tostand with themuntilthey
receivejustice””

American Hindu Mandir Council urges temples, devotees tostay
vigilant after teen’s arrestinalleged temple shooting plot

USA: The Hindu Mandir
Empowerment Council (HM-
EC)inthe US on Wednesday
(localtime) urgedtemples and
devoteestoremainvigilantand
promptly report suspicious
activityfollowingthearrestof
a19&yeareroldmanaccused
ofplottingamassshootingtar-
getingaHinduplaceofworship
in Aurora, Illinois, describing
theallegedincident aspart of
atroublingpattern ofthreats
against Hindureligious inst-
itutions.

Thecouncilstrongly conde-
mnedactsofhatredandviolence
directed atfaithcommunities,
notingthatthealleged attack
was thwartedthrough timely
reportingand swiftaction by
lawenforcement authorities.

“HMEC s deeply conce-
rnedbyreportsofanalleged
plottargetinga Hindu temple
in Aurora, Illinois. Westrongly
condemnallactsofhate, viole-
nce, andintimidationdirected
atany faith community. The
plannedattack wasfortunately
thwartedthrough timely rep-
ortingandswiftaction by law
enforcement, preventingwhat
couldhavebeenadevastating
tragedy,”the Hindu Mandir
Empowerment Councilsaidin
astatementonX. Thecouncil’s
appealcomesas Hindusobserve
Hindu Heritage Monthandthe
ongoingfestivalseason, when
devoteesgather attemples for
prayersand celebrations. Italso
referredtoarecentattackona
Hindu templein Ohio, saying

thelatestincidentunderscored
theneedfor continuedvigilance
across Hindu communities.

“Aswe observe Hindu He-
ritage Monthand celebratethe
ongoingfestivalseason, weenc-
ouragemandirsanddevoteesto
remainvigilant and promptly
reportanysuspiciousactivity.
Comingshortlyafter therecent
attack on a Hindu temple in
Obhio, thisincident underscores
atroublingpattern
of threats direct-
edat Hinduplaces
of worship and the
needfor continued gt
vigilanceacrossour
communities. Aswe
cometogetherin
prayer, celebration,
andservice, let us
standunited againsthateand
reaffirm our commitment to
ensuringthat every devotee
canworship freely, peacefully,
andwithoutfearinoursacred
spaces,” HMEC said.

Ajay Jain Bhutoria, apr-
ominent Indiané~American
community leader and for-
mer US President Joe Biden’s
Advisory Commissionet, also
condemned the alleged plot
and calledfor greater protec-
tion of Hindu temples across
the United States. “Strongly
condemn thethwartedattack
onthe Chicago Hindutemple.
Temples are centers of peace.
HatevsIndian Americans is
real. Iurge @POTUS & DOJ
tosecurealltemples &»combat
hate. Our 5.2M community

contributes $300B+ in taxes
to USA,” Bhutoriasaidina
postonX. Accordingtothe Pa-
latine Police Department, the
19¢yeareroldsuspect, identified
as Alexandros Paporakis, was
arrested followingan investi-
gationinto threatsinvolving
apotentialmassshootingata
Hindutemple. Theinvestigation
beganon October 11, whenthe
Palatine Police Department

was contacted by the Mount
Prospect Police Department
regardinginformationithad
receivedabout apotentialmass
shooting. Theinformationorig-
inatedfromanindividualwho
reportedreceivingconcerning
electroniccommunicationsfrom
Paporakis. Investigators said
Paporakishadsharedadocu-
mentoutliningan allegedplan
tocarryoutamassshootingat
the Hindutemple. He had also
sharedimages depictingarifle,
riflemagazines, bodyarmour
andother tactical equipment
and accessories.
Paporakiswaslocatedand
taken into custody as he was
leavinghisresidence. Palatine
Policedetectives subsequently
executed asearchwarrant at

his home, recovering arifle,
multipleloaded rifle maga-
zines, hundreds of rounds of
additionalrifleammunition,
tacticalequipment and other
itemsbelievedto berelevant to
theinvestigation.

Amongtherecovereditems
wasatacticalvest containing
bodyarmourandapatchdisp-
layingimageryassociated with
whitesupremacist extremism.
Investigatorsalso examined
electroniccommunications
andadocument attributed
to Paporakis titled “Why I
Fought: A.K.A.:(AuroraSho-
oter’s Manifesto).” According
toinvestigators, thedocument
containedstatementsexpre-
ssingwhitesupremacistand
extremistideologies, including
referencestoviolencedirected
towardsindividuals of South
Asian heritage, particularly
those of Indian descent. Det-
ectives believe Paporakis may
havebeenplanningtocarryout
anattackon October 11, pote-
ntially targetinga Hinduplace
ofworshipinthe Auroraarea.
Followingthe investigation,
police coordinated outreach
to Hindu places of worship in
theirjurisdictiontoalertthem
totheinformation.

Paporakiswaschargedwith
onecountofMakinga Terrorist
Threat, a Class X felony, and one
count of Unlawful Possession
of Weapons. Heappearedfora
detention hearingon Wednes-
day, whereajudgeorderedhim
detained.
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