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‘Periyar Arivulaga Maiyam’
CM Vijay Inauguratesin Coimbatore

COIMBATORE: In Ga-
ndhipuram, Coimbatore, a
grandlibrarynamed ‘Periyar
Arivulaga Maiyam’hasbeen
constructed ata costof3300
crore.Spanning 198,000 squ-
arefeet, thefacility consists of
sevenfloorsand housesover
100,000 books. Italso featu-
resascience centre designed
for the benefit of students.
Toinaugurate thislibrary,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Vijayarrived at the Coimb-
atoreairportthismorning,
havingtraveled from Chennai
onaprivateflight.

Followinghisarrival, the
Chief Minister undertook
an1l.4&kilometreroads-
howalong Avinashi Road,

lthas beenconstructedonagrandscale spanninganareaof198,000squarefeetandfeaturing 7 floors

headingtoward the venue
in Gandhipuram, wherehe
hadthe opportunitytomeet
with the public.
Thousands of people
gathered onbothsidesofthe
road alonghisrouteto exte-

ndanenthusiasticwelcome. ¢

Although the TVK (Tam-
izhaga Vettri Kazhagam)

had madearrangementsto |

welcome the Chief Minister,
alargenumber of citizens
had gathered early in the
morning, eagerlyawaiting
hisarrival. Ashis vehicle
approached, the crowd gr-
eeted him with the sound of

traditional drums, showered
him with flowers, and raised
spirited cheers.

The Chief Ministerack-

. nowledgedthewarmrecep-

tion bywaving to the people.
Uponreachingthelibrary,
Chief Minister Vijay was
presented witha ceremonial
guard ofhonour by the Coi-
mbatore City Police.
Afteracceptingthesa-
lute,he unveiled a statue of
Periyar and acommemor-
ative plaque for the ‘Periyar
Arivulaga Maiyam’ atthe
entrance. Subsequently,
the Chief Minister officially

inaugurated thelibraryby
cuttinga ceremonial ribbon.
Following this, Chief Min-
ister Vijay visited the ‘Kno-
wledge Hub’ (Arivulagam),
whichincludesareception
area,ascience center,ach-
ildren’slibrary, areading
section,and adigitallibrary.
Subsequently, the Chief
Ministeris settoinaugurate
completed projectsin the
Coimbatoredistricttoday.
Hewillalsolay the found-
ation stones for new projects
and distribute welfare assis-
tanceto 100 beneficiaries. In
light of the Chief Minister’s
visit, securityarrangements
in Coimbatore have been
intensified today.

India, Benin discuss ways to deepen “Trye pride lies notinmerely inaugurating things,

ties,expand economlc partnershlp

PORTO: India and Benin
discussed ways to strength-
en bilateral cooperationin
defence, health, agriculture
and other key sectors, while
exploringavenuesto expand
theireconomic partnership,
development cooperation
and peopleetoepeople ex-
changes. Thetalks were held
between Indian Ambassador
to Benin Abhishek Singh and
Benin’s Vice President Mariam
Chabi Talata, with both sides
reaffirming their commitment
todeepen bilateralties.

Attheoutset, Ambassad-
or Singh conveyed the warm
greetings of Vice President C.
P.Radhakrishnan. “Discus-
sions focused on enhancing
bilateral cooperation, strengt-
heningeconomicpartnership
intheareas of defence, health
and agriculture. Discussions
werealso heldin the area of

(5%

development partnerships,
promotingcapacity building,
andexpandingpeopleertoes-
peopleexchanges. Bothssides
reaffirmedtheir commitment
todeepeningthe friendly ties
between India and Benin and
exploringnew avenues of co-
operation for mutual benefit
andsharedprosperity,”the High
Commission of India in Nige-
ria, concurrently accreditedto
Benin, postedon X. Earlieron
Thursday, Ambassador Singh
met Gildas Agonkan, Minis-
ter Delegate to the President

with discussions centred on
further strengthening defence
cooperation between Indiaand
the African nation.
“Discussions focused on
enhancingdefenceandsecurity
collaboration, capacity buildi-
ng, training, andstrengthening
institutional partnerships. Both
sides reaffirmed their comm-
itment to deepening bilateral
cooperation and advancing
shared prioritiesinregional
peace, security and stability,
the Indian mission saidina
postonX. Indiaand Beninhave

of the Republicin charge of friendlytiesmarkedbydemoc-

National Defence of Benin,

racyandsecularism. Benin, as

ashiningexampleofatolerant,
progressivemultierethnicand
multiérreligioussocietywitha
multieparty democracy, isa
natural partnertoIndia, being
theworldslargest democracy.

Beninese Armed Forces

M /.0vcbeen attendingtraining

courses in defenceinstitutions
inIndiaunderthe ITEC pro-
gram. Inaddition, the Benin
Armed Forceshavealso regu-
larly participatedinvarious
military exercises and events
organisedinIndia. Thefocusof
defence cooperation remains
oncapacity building through
trainingassistance, the Indi-
anmission stated. The Benin
delegation, led by the Chiefof
the Naval Staff, participatedin
the International Fleet Review
2026 (IFR2026)and MILAN
2026 maritimeexercises held
in Visakhapatnam from Feb-
ruary 15to020.

Prime Minister Modi to visit Canada
onan official trip on December 11-12

OTTAWA: Prime Minister
Modiand Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney (sic)
recentlyheld atelephonic
conversation.

Duringthediscussion, they
pledgedtofurtherstrengthen
bilateral tiesin the sectors of
trade, energy, technology,
anddefense.

Prime Minister Modi
noted thattherelationship
between the two nations
continues with strongand
constructive momentum.
Againstthisbackdrop, the
Indian High Commissionin
Ottawahasannounced that
Prime Minister Modiwill visit
Canadaonanofficialtripon

December11-12.Thisannou-
ncementfollowsthetelephonic
conversation between the
leadersofthe two countries.
In2023,then&Canadian Pr-
ime Minister Justin Trudeau
alleged thatIndiamighthave
beeninvolvedinthekilling
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
member of the Khalistani

terrorist organization, in
Canada—anallegation that
Indiadenied. Thisissueled
toastrainintherelationship
between the two nations.
Bothleadershaveexpressed
confidence that Prime Min-
ister Modi’svisitwill further
strengthenthetiesbetween
thetwo countries.

‘Hillary Rodham Clinton Award’ for
Indiansocial act1v1st Reema Nanavaty

WASHINGTON:Reema
Nanavaty,asocialactivistfrom
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, serves
asadirector ofthe Self&Em-
ployed Women’s Association
(SEWA) of India.

Through thisorganizat-
ion,shesupportswomenin

! Shehasalsospearheaded

: ! agriculture, and energy.
|

% rehabilitation efforts for
| ruralwomen affected by
earthquakes,aswellasfor
.| women in countrieslike

] AfghanistanandSriLanka.

generating theirownincome [

andexcellinginsectorssuch §§

astextiles,food production, §81

(240

~_| theCentral Governmentof

Inrecognition ofherservice,

Indiahonoredherwiththe

Mostrecently, Reema
Nanavatyhasbeenhonored
inthe United States with the
‘Hillary Rodham Clinton
Award, whichrecognizes
leaders who work toward
peaceand security. Former
U.S. Secretaryof State Hillary
Clinton presented theawardat
the Georgetown Institute for

. Women, Peace and Security.

butinplanning and creatingthem.” -M.K. Stalin

CHENNAL “Whatdoesit
matter whoinauguratesit?Is
themereactofinauguration
atrueachievement? Thereal
accomplishmentliesin the
planningand creation of so-
mething! In Tamil Nadu, that
distinctionbelongs solely to
the DMK—aforcedefined by
itsconstructive power; stated
DMK President M.K. Stalin,
inlightoftheinauguration
ofthe ‘Periyar Arivulagam’
in Coimbatore today.

Inastatementissued
regarding this, M.K. Stalin
said, “Following the Poon-
amallee-Vadapalani Metro
line, yetanother monumental
projectby our ‘Dravidian
Model governmentisbeing
dedicated to the publictoday.
Namedafter Periyar—who
dedicated his entirelife to
propagating self&respect
and rationalism, and who
worked untilhisverylastbr-
eathforthebettermentofthe
Tamil people—the ‘Periyar
Arivulagam’isbeinginaug-
uratedin Coimbatore today.
My heart dances with joy!
Inthe2024-25budget, we
announced the establish-
mentofagrandlibraryand
science centerin Coimbatore,
designedtofurtherignitethe
thirstforknowledgeamong
the public, especially the yo-
unger generation. Following
this, welaid the foundation
stone on November 6,2024.
Builtonland previouslybe-
longingto the Coimbatore
Central Prison, this facility
spans 198,000 square feet,
comprisinga ground floor
plus seven additionallev-
els,atacostofapproxima-
tely 300 crore rupees. The
‘Periyar Arivulagam’isa
temple ofknowledge that we
have created with great care
and swift, decisive action.
WhenIvisited Coimbatore
this past February, most of
the workhad alreadybeen
completed”

When many suggested
opening itimmediately, I
replied, “Thereisnoneedto
rush;itisbetter towaituntilall
the workis fully completed.”
Afterall, whatdoesit matter
who performs theinaugur-
ation? Istheactofopening
something truly a matter
of pride? Thereal pridelies
inthe careful planningand
creation of such projects!In
Tamil Nadu, thatdistinction
belongs solely to the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK)—a forcedefined
byits constructive energy.
Furthermore, to mark the
centenary of Karunanidh-
i—thearchitectof modern
Tamil Nadu, who established
colleges, universities, parks,
libraries, hospitals, industries,

IT parks, flyovers,and mo-
numents celebrating Tamil
cultureacross the state—I
inaugurated the ‘Kalaignar
Centenary Library’in Ma-
durai.Talsoestablishedand
inaugurated ‘Chief Minister’s
Creative Spaces’ (Mudhalvar
Padaippagangal)andlibra-
ries throughout Chennai.
Weundertookacompre-
hensiverenovation of the
ConnemaraPublicLibrary
inEgmore—the first public
libraryin Tamil Nadu—ad-
ding modernfacilities such
asachildren’slibrary,ascie-
ncecenter,adedicated area
forreaderstousetheirown
books,and acontemporary
conferencehall.
Additionally, we restor-
edthedilapidated Goschen

Libraryin Chintadripe-
t—preservingits original
character—to coincide with
itscentenary. Both wereinau-
gurated by the then&Deputy
ChiefMinister, Udhayanidhi.
Following theinitiativesin
Chennaiand Madurai, our
‘Dravidian Model govern-
ment decided to establish
large&scalelibrariesinother
regionsaswell. Itisin thisspirit
thatwehaveestablished the
‘Periyar Arivulagam’ (Peri-
yar World of Knowledge) in
Coimbatore for the people of
the western region—a facil-
itybeinginaugurated today.

Beyond Coimbatore,
our ‘Dravidian Model’ go-
vernmenthasinitiated the
construction of grandlib-
rariesacross TamilNadu:a

ge,risingin every corner of
Tamil Nadu, were conceived
bythe DMK governmentand
builtby the DMK. No other
administration has ever
undertaken suchanende-
avor.Itissaid thatthename
‘Naan Mudhalvan’ (Iamthe
First/Leader)—inscribed on
apyramid&shaped compu-
ter desk within the Science
and Technologyhall of the
‘Periyar Arivulagam’'—has
beendeliberatelyhidden. The
veryfactthatour opponents
fearthatthe meresightofthe
word ‘Mudhalvan’ (Leade-
r/First) willremind people
of Stalin—even now, when
heisthe Chief Minister—is
atestamentto our success!
Itisatriumph for our ‘N-
aan Mudhalvan’ scheme!
Theanticsof this group of fo-

| ols—whohavenoconnection

=

massivelibrarynamed after
Kamarajarin Trichy (atacost
0f290 crore),anothernam-
edafter Quaid&e&Millatin
Nellai (100 crore), the ‘Bh-
arathidasan Arivulagam’in
Salem (X104 crore),and the
‘Anjalai Ammal Arivulagam’
in Cuddalore (398.26 crore).
Allofthesearesettobeina-
ugurated in the near future.
Inthissense, theachieveme-
ntsofthe ‘Dravidian Model’
government continue to
shinebrightly every single
day—notjustwhenwearein
power,buteven whenweare
not. My fellow DMK comra-
descanholdtheirheadshigh
and proudly declare thatno
other governmenthasever
established suchlibraries.
Thesebeacons ofknowled-

tointellectual pursuitsand
harboranaversion toward
anenlightened society—will
surely cometoanend! The

" libraries we have establis-

hedand thebookswehave
published willundoubtedly

= playavitalroleinbringing
= thatabout! “The ‘Periyar

Arivulagany’ (Periyar Wo-
rld of Knowledge), set to
opentoday, willhenceforth
stand as one of the proud
landmarks of Coimbatore!
My dear people of Coimba-
tore—justasyouhavebeen
visiting the ‘Semmozhi Po-
onga’ (Classical Language
Park)inlargenumbers—a
projectinaugurated by our
‘Dravidian Model govern-
ment—Iurgeyoualltovisit
the ‘Periyar Arivulagam’as
well. Makeitaregular habitto
visit. Whenyour relatives or
friends cometo Coimbatore,
take them there with pride
and show them this “World
ofKnowledge’ Letthedoors
ofthe ‘Periyar Arivulagam’
open! Letignorancebe dis-
pelled! Longlive Periyar!”
wrote Stalin.
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33 children die as school roof collapses in Pakistan,
19cr|t|caIIy|njured admittedto hospital

~You will gain the friendship of people
\| inpositions of authority. Approval for your
house construction plans will come through.
Inbusiness, you will employ new strategies to
attractexisting clients. You will find solutions
toongoing problems at your workplace.

There maybeadelayin theinflow of money./ ¢ -
Asthe*Chandrashtama* continues, trynot to
dwell on unnecessary matters orbecome confused.
Exercise caution while using vehicles. Youwill
see progressin your career.

ouwill move forward toward your goals. Ego-re-

lated issues will be resolved, leading to greater

o= "-'*-( harmonybetween spouses. Vehicle-related re-
74 AN pairswillbesorted out. Inbusiness, your
staffwillbe supportive and cooperative. Avoid
getting into arguments at your workplace.

You will take the initiative to help resolve the problems
faced by those close to you. Your tendency toward quick
temper will subside. Thearrival of guests may
lead to some expenses, butit will also bringjoy:

Atyour workplace, youwilllocatea document
youhadbeensearching for. You will receive

supportfrom partnersinbusiness.

Youwillattend functionshosted by prom-
inentindividuals. Therunningaroundand
‘tensionrelated toyour son’seducation or your
daughter’smarriage will subside. Yoursocial
standingwillrise. Confusionswithinapartner-
shipbusinesswillberesolved. Itisadvisable to
maintainacalm demeanoratyourworkplace.

Youwill feel empowered, believing that
you canachieveanything. Youwill make the
acquaintance of someinfluential people. Stu-
dentswillshowakeeninterestin their studies. /
Inapartnershipbusiness, you will receive
supportfrom your partners. You may need to
travel out of town for work-related purposes.

Youwill overcome opposition and achieve success.
ﬂ Financial inflows willbe satisfactory. Youwill
J D gettoknowprominentfigures. Youwilllisten
toyour children’s wishesand fulfillthem. In
business, outstanding dues willberecovered.
Atyourworkplace, youwilllocateadocumentyouhad
beensearchingfor.

Youwillreplace faulty electronic or electri- [
calappliancesathome. Your mentalstrength to [*, 2
faceand handleany problems willincrease. You
will find peace through your maternal relatives.

Businessactivity will pick up momentum.
Avoidargumentsat the office.

With the Moon positioned within your zodiac sign, you
pm’) willreceive support from your family. Itis
TR advisable to keep your expenses under control.
Payattention to thehealth of your children.
Youmayrenovate or expand your ancestralhome.

Youwill proceed according toyour plans.
Therewillbe happiness within the family. You will
make connections withbusiness professionals,
andbankloansmaybecomeaccessible. Atthe
workplace, itisbesttomind your ownbusiness
and focusonyourtasks. Business will flourish.

. Newideaswillemerge. Aninfluxof moneywill
. helpclearold debts. Thebond between spouses
willstrengthen. Youwilllearn the nuancesand
intricaciesof conductingbusiness. Theatmosphere
atyourworkplace willbe pleasant,and youmay
berecommended foranew position.

Tasks that were previously stalled willnow
reach completion. Youwilltake thelead in orga-
nizingeventsattemples. Youmay gain financial
benefitsthrough yourspouse’sside of the family.
Youwillattract customers by employing new
strategiesinyourbusiness.

SeaSponges Wash Ashore
Near Ramanathapuram

'.i‘,.:,.iw ; : G :
RAMANATHAPURAM Sea sponges ‘have wash-
edashorealongthe Manangudibeach, near Uchipuli.
The Gulf of Mannar, offthe coast of Ramanathapuram dist-
rict—anareaencompassing21 islands—ishometoapprox-
imately 3,600 species of rare marinelife, including dugongs,
dolphins, seahorses, porpoises,and coral reefs. Recently, a
large quantity of red&colored sea spongeshasbeen found
washed upatvarious pointsalongthe coastline, stretching
from Pudumadam—near Uchipuli—to Manangudiand No-
chiurani. Whilethe dried&out sponges appear white, those
thathavewashedashore morerecentlyretainafaintred hue.
Localfishermen have requested that the Forest De-
partmentinvestigate the phenomenon, asitisspe-
culated that these sponges may have washed ashore
dueto climate changestriggered by the EI Nifio effect.
AForest Department official explained thatseasponges—
whichareinvertebrateanimals—playavitalrolein purify-
ingseawater. Theytypicallyinhabitareasnear underwater
rocksand coralreefs. By feeding on small microorganisms,
these sponges contribute significantly to the cleansing of
seawaterand the preservation ofthe marine environment.
Whileitiscommon forseacurrentsand rough seaconditions
towashupvegetationsuchasseaweed, algae,and seagrass, the
appearanceoftheseseaspongesisalsobelievedtobelinked
totheclimaticshifts caused by the EINifio phenomenon.

ISLAMABAD:InPesh-
awar, the capital of Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-

ntialareaof DirColony.In
thistragicincident, 34 peo-
ple—including 33 children
undertheageof13andafe-
maleteacher—losttheirlives.
Additionally, morethan 19
peoplehavebeenadmitted
tothe hospital with severe
injuries; many of them are
reportedtobeincritical co-
ndition. Distraught parents

ince,aschoolroofsuddenly gatheredatthe schooland
COllapsed yeSterday in the the hospital’ Weeping as th_
densely populatedreside- eysoughtnewsabout their

children.

Thepolicehavearrested
theowner oftheschool. Bilal
Faizi,aspokespersonforthe
emergency services, stated
that more children might
stillbe trapped under the
debris,andrescue operations
arecurrentlyunderway. The
policehaveindicated thatthe
schoolbuildingwasinavery
dilapidated state,and anin-
vestigationinto the cause of
the collapseisongoing.

Rolls- Royce Opens New Showroom in

CHENNAL: The world&-
renownedluxuryautomaker
Rolls&Royce, celebrated for
crafting vehicles tailored
toindividual customer pr-
eferences, opened its new
showroomin Meenamba-
kkam, Chennai, yesterday.
Thefacilitywasinaugurated
byJulian Jenkins, Director
of Brand and Salesat Rolls-
&Royce.

Speakingattheevent,Je-
nkinsnotedthatforthepast
122years,Rolls&Royce has
maintainedaunique, preem-
inentposition globallywithin

Chennai wzth Bespoke Desi gn F aczlztzes
' L b

Delhi Police ACPfiles comp
threeindividuals, |nc|ud|ngafema|eJourna

NEW DELHI: Delhi Po-
lice Assistant Commissioner

of Police (ACP) Vivek Bhagat &5
has filed a complaint of atr- f

ocity’(underthe SC/ST Act)

selecting their preferred
colors, interior finishes,and

other bespoke elements. *

Tofacilitate this, Rolls&Ro
yceoffersapalette 0of44,000
coloroptions.
TheRolls&Royce ‘Spec-
tre’ electric car, introduced
in2024,hasreceivedanove-
rwhelmingresponseandhas
emerged asthe company’s

against three individuals, g

includingafemalejournalist.
On October 3, a protest was
launched at Jantar Mantar
in Delhi against Chief Elect-
ion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.

Onthefirstday oftheprot-
est, two femalejournalists filed
acomplaint at the Parliament
Street Police Station, alleging
sexualharassmentbyan ACP
whowasonsecurity duty. An

Rive
investigation into this matter
iscurrently underway.
Againstthis backdrop, ACP
Vivek Bhagat filed a complaint
atthe Parliament Street Pol-

ice Station on the 13th of this
month against three people,
including one ofthe aforem-
entioned femalejournalists.

where customers can pe-
rsonalize their vehiclesby |

secondbest&sellingmodel.
Followingthis, thecompany’s
newmodel, the ‘Ghost Series
IT,issettobelaunchedinIndia
this coming November—this
wasstated duringtheevent.
Presentattheeventwere Vas-

Inhiscomplaint, he alleged
that the three individuals
subjected himto casted~based
insults and obstructed him
from performing his official
duties during the protest at
Jantar Mantar.

Based on this, the Delhi
Police have registered a First
Information Report (FIR)
underthe SC/ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act.

The accusedinclude a
femalejournalist named Ro-
sie,aman named Gajendra
Singh—who is associated
with a news website—and
anunidentified individual.

anthiBoopathy, the principal
dealerfor Rolls&Royce Motor
Carsin Chennai; Kenny Aulia,
Regional General Manager
(Asia&Pacific);and Venka-
tesh, Chairman of the KUN
Group,amongothers.

aint of ‘atrocity’against

ISt

ACP Vivek has allegedthat the
journalist, Rosie, noticed his
name on his shirt and made
derogatoryremarks regarding
his caste.

Accordingtothe ACP,
thisincidenttook placein the
presenceof Rosie’s colleague,
Gajendra Singh, and others.
ACP Vivek Meghwal belongsto
aScheduled Caste community.
Hefurtheralleged that onthe
eveningofthe incident, Rosie
and her associates gathered
in front of the police station
to protest against him, during
whichthey portrayed himas
asex offender.

Youth from Bihar runs tovisit 12 Jyotirlinga shrines

PATNA: Ayoungman
from Biharisfulfillinga
religious vowbyrunningto
visitall 12 Jyotirlinga shri-
nesacrossIndia, following
hismother’srecoveryfrom
asevereillness. Theyouth,
19&year&old Monu Ma-
thurbalafromthe Araria
districtof Bihar,had made
apledgewhenhismother
wassuffering fromaserious
health condition.
Monuhadvowed thatifhis
motherrecovered,hewou-
ldruntovisitall 12 Jyotirli-
ngashrinesacrossIndia.
Followinghismother’s
recovery,heisnowinthe
processoffulfilling this
vow. Hebegan his spirit-
ualjourneyon March 15.

r._.—

L

s._”&!

Runningapproximately 50
kilometerseachday,hehas
coveredabout8,000kilom-
eterssofar. Videosdocu-
menting Monu’sspiritual
journeyhave goneviralon
socialmedia.Inoneofthe
videos, police officers—no-
ticinghisunique pilgrima-

tofulfillavowfollowing his mother's recovery
Has covered 8 000 kmso far

ge—stophimandengagein
aninterested conversation

abouthisjourney.
AsMonutraveled onfoot
throughvariouspartsofthe
country, many peoplehe
encounteredalongthe way
touchedhisfeetasagesture
ofrespecttoseekhisblessi-

S.I.No

' Train No. 07535
1 Charlapalli -
| Special

Extension of Periodici

Train No. & Description

Nagercoil

Train No. 07536 Nagercoil
- Charlapalli Special

The services of the following Special Trains will be extended with existing timings
and stoppages as detailed below:

Day of '

Advance Reservation for the above Special Trains are open from Southern

Railway End

S.N. Narain
Chief Public Relations Officer

of Special Trains

Extension Period

| service | From To | Trips
Friday | 30.10.2026 | 13.11.2026 | 3
Sunday | 01.11.2026 | 15.11.2026 3

ngs. Othersoftered encour-
agementand well&wishes,
expressingtheir supportfor
hisspiritualjourney.

Monu’sdedicationand
deeploveforhismoth-
erhavegarneredawarm
response onsocial media.
Inparticular, manyhave
comparedhimto Shravana
Kumara—afigurefromthe
Ramayanareveredasthe
ultimatesymbol of devo-
tiontoward one’s parent-
s—andhave praised him
accordingly.
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Don’t throw away your future

Trafficpolicewarnyouthagainst
bikeracinganddangerous stunts

The re have been growing complaints about
young people engaging inbike racing and
dangerous stunts on public roads—driven by
adesiretogain likes on InstagramReels
or to appear as a “hero” among their peers.
InTightof this, the Chennai Traffic Po-
Tice have issued awarning, urging youth
and students not to jeopardize their fut-
ures by participatinginsuchactivities.
In Chennai, some young people have been
observed occasionally engaging inbike
racing and stunts on several major tho-
roughfares, including Anna Salai, East
Coast Road (ECR), Poonamallee High Road,
and areas in Adyar. Inparticular, some
individuals engage in dangerous behavio-
rson the roads—especially at night-such
as speeding onmotorcycles, performing
“wheelies” (1ifting the front wheel),
weaving recklessly through traffic, and
maneuvering in ahazardous, zigzagging
fashion. Their friends often record th-
ese acts onvideo and post themon social
mediaplatforms Tike Instagram. Driven by
adesire formoreviews and “1ikes,” some
go to extreme Tengths, pushing the boun-
daries of safety to performthese stunts.
However, even amomentary Tapse in conce-
ntrationwhile performing such stunts can
lead toa loss of control over the vehicle,
resultinginaserious accident. Innoc-
ent bystanders—including other motor-
ists and pedestrians—can alsobe harmed
asaresult. Riskingone’s 1ife for a few
fleeting moments of fame is a dangerous
pursuit that caneasilyendintragedy.
Furthermore, young peoplewho partici-
pate inthese bike races and stunts oft-
en overlook the fact that surveillance
cameras are installedalong the roads.
InChennai, 855 cameras have been insta-
Tled across 119 Tocations to detect and
take actionagainst trafficviolations.
Operatingunder the Intelligent Traffic
Management System (ITMS), these advanced
cameras not only monitor trafficbutalso
helpidentifyvarious types of violations,
such as jumping red Tights and speeding.
Drivers who commitviolations arealso
identifiedusing Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) technology. Some of
these cameras automatically recordviola-
tions, facilitating the issuance of fines.
For footage captured by other cameras,
traffic police personnel ina control
room review the visuals and take appr-
opriate action basedon theviolations
observed. Additionally, trafficpolice
officers ondutyon the roads also ident-
ifyviolations and impose fines. Between
January 1 and October 7, 24 cases were
registeredin connectionwithbike rac-
ing. Atotal of 73 individuals—includi-
ng youths, college students, and school
students—have been arrested in these
cases, and 67 vehicles have been seized.
The trafficpolicearealso taking conti-
nuous actionagainstvarious trafficvio-
Tlations. Over the past 10 months, 571,973
cases have been registered for offenses
suchas drivingagainst the flowof traffic,
ridingwithout a helmet, triple&riding
onamotorcycle, speeding, drivingacar
without a seatbelt, using amobile phone
whiledriving, and jumping trafficsignals.
Do not throw away your future: Regarding
this, Additional Commissioner of Poli-
ce (Traffic, Chennai), Chamundeswari,
stated, “Under the guidance of Chennai
Commissioner of Police Amalraj, the tra-
fficpoliceareworkingina coordinated
Qanner.”

Allegmg thatthe TamilNadu government has shown negligenceinits prepar-
ationsforthe Northeastmonsoon, the DMK held aprotestyesterday nearthe
‘Kalaignar Golden JubileeArch’in Saidapet, Chennai. The demonstrationwas
ledbyR.S. Bharathi, with other DMK functionaries—including Ma. Subramani-
an, Deputy Mayor Mahesh Kumar, and Chittarasu—alsoin attendance.
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Indiaisareliable nationforhosting
international sporting events: PM Modi

NEW DELHI: Atthere-
centlyconcluded 20th Asian
Gamesheldin Nagoya, Japan,
Indiasecured 4th placebywi-
nningatotal of85medals—21
gold, 27 silver,and 37 bronze.
Yesterday, Prime Minister
Modimet with the medal
winnersand participantsto
commendtheirachievements.
Duringtheinteractionheld
atthe Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadiumin Delhi,
the Prime Minister engag-
edenthusiastically with the
athletes, listening with keen
interesttotheirexperiences.

Themen’sand women’s
cricketteams, whowongold,
werepresent,alongsideathle-
tesfromdisciplinesincluding
hockey, trackandfield, shoo-
ting,archery,andboxing. The
athletes presented the Prime
Minister with mementos.
Addressing the gathering,
Prime Minister Modi said:
“Youhave made 1.4 billion
Indians proud. Seeingour

nationalflagflyinghighisthe
greatestvictory. Therefore, this
successisnotyoursalone; it
istheachievementofcrores
ofourfellowcitizens.

Onbehalfoftheentire
nation, I extend my cong-
ratulations toyou. Indiais
emergingasareliableand
hospitable nation for host-
inginternational sporting
events. Wehave submitteda
bidtohostthe2036 Olymp-
icGames,and weare firmly
committed to bringing this
eventtoIndia.

Inthisyear’s Asian Ga-
mes, many members of the
Indian contingent were be-
tween 15and 17 years old.
Atsuchayoungage, these
athleteshavebroughtglory
to thenation through their
exceptional performances.
Theyhave won thehearts of
the people of this country”
This goestoshowthatageis
nobarriertosuccess.

Insports, starting on-

e’sjourneyatayoungage
canbeanaddedadvantage.
Iwouldlike tocommend our
femaleathletes. Theyhave
securedatotal of 38 medals,
including 11 gold. The wo-
men’shockeyteam winning
goldhasbroughtanendtoa
44&year wait—atruly co-
mmendableachievement.
Dreamsdonotcometrue
overnight; theyrequireyears
ofhardworkand dedication.
Overthepast12years,India
hascultivatedasportingec-
osystem throughimmense
patienceand diligenteffort.
TherewasatimewhenIndia
wonvery fewmedalsinmaj-
orsportingevents,and there
weremanysports wewerenot
even familiar with. Wehave
addressed theseissues,and
asaresult, India’s presence
ontheglobal sporting stage
isgrowing.

Today, thereisasenseof
transparency within thesp-
ortssector, hestated.

Transparency RequiredinAppointment of Temple
Trustees MaduraiHigh Court Judges Issue Directive

MADURALI: Thejudgesof
theMaduraiBenchofthe High
Courthavedirected thatthere
mustbetransparencyintheap-
pointmentoftempletrustees.
Ramkumar Adithan, aresi-
dentof Tiruchendur, fileda
petitioninthe Madurai High
Courtstatingthe following:
Anotification wasrecently
issued fortheappointment of
non&hereditarytrustees for
temples, invitingapplicatio-
nsfromeligible candidates.

Thenotificationdid not
specify thatany oftheapp-
ointees must belongto the
Scheduled Castes (SC) or
Scheduled Tribes (ST) comm-
unities,nordiditmandatethe
inclusion ofawoman. InJuly,
the government constituted
aseven&member committee
to evaluateand selectcan-

didates for these positions.
Itisessential thatindividuals
withno priorvestedintere-
stsorspecificaffiliationsare
appointedastempletrustees.
Therefore, allapplications
submitted for the position of
templetrustee,alongwiththe
accompanying documents,
shouldbeuploadedtothewe-
bsite of the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowme-
nts (HR&CE) Department.
Furthermore,

the petitionerrequested
thatthereasons for select-
ingaparticularindividual
asatrusteebemade public,
and thatthe appointment
ordersbepublished onboth
the HR&CE Department’s
websiteand the website of
therespectivetemple.

Healsosoughttheestab-

lishment ofaspecific timefr-
amefor filingappealsagainst
suchappointments, starting
fromthe datethe appointm-
entorderisuploadedonline.
The case came up for heari-
ngyesterday before Justices
Velmuruganand Murugan.
Duringtheproceedings, the
judgesemphasized thatthere
mustbetransparencyinthe
appointment of trustees for
templesthatfallundertheco-
ntrol ofthe HinduReligious
and Charitable Endowments
Department.

Therefore, the courtad-
journedthehearing, witha
directivethattheapplications
ofthoseseekingthe position
oftrustee mustbeuploaded
tothe HinduReligiousand
Charitable Endowments
Department’s website.

LargestIPO in Indian History: Jio
Platforms Aimsto Raise¥30,213 Crore

MUMBALI Jio Platforms Limited, the
country’sleading digital and telecommunica-
tionsserviceprovider, issettolaunchits Initial
Public Offering (IPO). This will be the largest
IPOinthehistory ofthe Indian stock market.
Regardingthis, Akash Ambani, Managing Di-
rector of Jio Platforms, stated that the company
ispreparingto enter the market withan IPO.
The company plans toraise330,213 crore th-
roughtheissuance of 27 crorenewshares. The
pricebandforeachshare has been set between
Z1,065andX1,119. Biddingfor anchorinves-
torswill begin on October 19, while the public
offeringwill open on October21.

The final date for submittingapplications
is October 23, and the shares arescheduledto
belisted on the stock exchange on October 28.
Jiosprimary objectiveisto connecteverycitizen

patents.

expenditure.

inthe country, inalignmentwith the Prime
Minister’svisionofa ‘Digital India’ and a
‘Developed India 2047’ (Viksit Bharat 2047).
Over thepast 10years, Jio has acquired
-, more than 53 crore customers. Jiohandles
\* over60% of India’total digital datatraffic,
| withan average monthly data consum-

\ company’s financial position, the profit
before taxhas crossed Rs 76,000 crore.
Inthefirstquarter ofthe current fin-
ancialyear, the company’s profit margin
wasrecordedat53.3%. Jioisthe only Indian
companyto feature amongthetop 20 entities
globallyinterms of patent applications. Jios
engineers have collectively secured over 7,220

The company has set atarget to add 340
million (34 crore) new customers over the
next five years, including 240 million (24
crore) users transitioningfrom 2G to4G/5G.
The company already possesses more th-
an 360,000 towers and 1 million (10 la-
kh) kilometers of fiberéoptic cables.
Akash Ambani stated that the existing infr-
astructureis prepared to support future 6G
technology through software updates alone,
without the need for additional infrastructure
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Attacks on commercial shipping legally, morallyindefensible: India
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reiterates call for seafarer safety at UN amid West Asia conflict

T ityerbuildingand human

NEWYORK:IndiaonTh-
ursday (local time) strongly
condemnedattacksonmaritime
navigationand commercialshi-
ppingamidthewiderescalating
conflictin West Asia, reiterating
thatsuchstrikesare “legallyand
morallyindefensible”andcalling
fortheprotection of seafarers,
includingIndian nationals.

Indiaalsounderlinedthe
internationalresponsibilityto
safeguardthe Babale>Mandab
Strait and the Southern Red
Seaamidthe conflictin Yem-
en, involvingthe Houthisand
itsinternationally recognised
governmentand Saudi Arabia.
Addressingthe United Nations
Security Council'squarterly op-
endebateonthesituationinthe
MiddleEast, India’s Permanent
Representativetothe UN, Amb-
assador Harish Parvathaneni,
reaffirmed New Delhi’scomm-
itmenttotheunity, sovereignty
andterritorialintegrity of Yemen
andrejectedanyinterferencein

SudhaYadavissetto
take charge asthe new
GovernorofKarnataka
today. The Chief Justi-
ce ofthe High Courtwill
administer the oath of
officetoher.

Tyearold gir goes
missing; polce
starhentesthday

VILLUPURAM: A sea-
rchoperationinvolving 100
policepersonnelisunderway
fora7&year&old girlwho
wentmissing near Gingee.
Dronesarebeingusedto
scanthesurroundinghills.
Vadivelu, aresidentof Ala-
mpoondiKulakarai Street
near Gingeein Villupuram
district, livesthere with his
wife, Bhavani. Theirsecond
daughter, Hemavathi(7),had
celebratedherbirthdayonthe
11thandwenttosleepathome
withher parentsthatnight.
Whentheparentswokeupat
5:00 AM thefollowingday, He-
mavathiwasmissing. Despite
searchinginvariouslocati-
ons,shecouldnotbefound.
Followingacomplaintfiled
byherparents, the Sathiyam-
angalam policeregistereda
case. Eightspecialteamshave
beenformedtolocatethegirl.
Althoughthesearchhasbeen
ongoingforthepastthreedays
withoutsuccess,itcontinues
today—marking the fifth
dayofthe operation. More
than 100 police personnel
areinvolved;theyarevisiting
everyhouseinthevillageto
collectdetailsand conduct-
ingthoroughinspectionsof
allareas within thehomes.
Furthermore, the search
extendstothesurrounding
agricultural fields, thorny
thickets, lakes, ponds, irri-
gationwells,aswellascaves
and crevicesin the nearby
hills. Fifty dronesarebeing
actively deployedto scan
theseareasto determineif
thegirlmightbethere.

itsinternal affairs.
“Westronglycondemnattac-
ksonmaritimenavigationandon
theseafarers, manyofwhomare
Indiancitizens. Theprotectionof
the Babale>Mandab Straitand
theSouthernRedSeaisashared
internationalresponsibilityand
isaglobalinterest” Parvathaneni
said. Highlightingthegrowing
threattocommercial shipping
andmerchantmariners, the In-
dianenvoycitedaseriesofrecent
attacksonvessels, includingthe
Indiaeflagged MV DP World
Cauveryearlierthisweek, MT
Petro Dolphinand MT Valthera
lastweek,and M'T On Peaceand
MTKazimahIITtheweek before.
“Allattacksoncommercial
shippingandmerchantmariners
arelegallyandmorallyindefen-
sible. Several oftheseshipshave
Indianseafarers, andtheirsafety
andsecurityisourdirectrespo-
nsibility, Parvathaneniadded,
whilethankingthe Omaniand
UAEauthoritiesfortheirsupport
inensuringthesafety of Indian
seafarersduringtheattacks.
Indiacalledforanimmediate
decrescalationofhostilitiesand
urgedallpartiestoresolvethe

conflictthroughdialogueand
diplomacy.
OutliningIndiasassistance
tothe Palestinian people, the
envoysaid New Delhihadexte-
ndedhumanitarianaidduring
theongoingconflict, including
medicines, medicalsuppliesand
otheressentialrelief, alongside
development assistance and
contributions to the United
Nations Reliefand Works Ag-
encyfor Palestine Refugeesin
the Near East (UNRWA). He
alsohighlighted India’s develo-
pmentcommitments,including
a200&bed supererspeciality
hospital, the Palestinian Inst-
ituteof Diplomacy, awomen's
empowerment centre, anart-
ificiallimb fitment camp and
avocationaltraininginstitute.
India, hesaid, continued
tosupport Palestinian capac-

resource development thr-
oughthe Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC) programme and
Indian Councilfor Cultural
Relations (ICCR)scholars-
@ hips. In August, another 32
Palestinianstudents, allfrom
Gaza, joined collegesin India
underthe ICCR scholarship
programme.
Parvathanenifurthersaid
India had contributed more
than USD 52 million cumulat-
ivelyto UNRWA, describingthe
agencyashavingadistinctrole
inprovidingessentialservices,
includingeducationandhealt-
hcare, tothe Palestinianpeople.
“Indiabelievesthatasovereign,
independentandviable Stateof
Palestinelivingsidebysideinpe-
acewithIsrael, withinsecureand
recognisedborders, isessential
toacomprehensiveandlasting
solution,”hesaid. OnLebanon,
Indiastronglycondemnedatta-
ckson United Nations Interim
Forcein Lebanon (UNIFIL)
peacekeepers, stressing that
personnelservingunder UN
Security Council mandates

mustnotbetargeted.
“Theirsafety andsecurity
remains a high priority. The
sanctityandinviolabilityof UN
premisesmustbefullyrespect-
ed,” Parvathanenisaid, while
underliningtheimportanceof
preparingforaposte»UNIFIL
scenarioandsupportingthe Le-
banese Armed Forces. OnSyria,
Indiareiterateditssupportfora
SyrianéledandSyrianerowned
politicalprocessinlinewith UN
Security Council Resolution 2254,
emphasisingthat the country’s
sovereignty, independence, unity
andterritorialintegrity must
remainapriority. Concluding
hisaddress, the Indian envoy
stressed the need for lasting
peaceandstability across the
MiddleEast, sayingthepeople
oftheregionneedednormalcy
andsecurity. “Thepeopleofthe
Middle Eastneednormalcyand
lastingpeace. Peaceisnotjustthe
absenceofwar. Itisimperativeto
strengthenstabilityandsecurity
forthepeopleoftheregion,”he
said, reaffirmingIndiascomm-
itmenttothewellé~beingofthe
regionandamoresecure, stable
andprosperousworld.

Sexual assaultofal6yearoldgirl

Lifeimprisonment for stepfatherwho had goneinto
hiding Verdict delivered by the POCSO Special Court

TIRUVALLUR: Following
thedeath ofherbiological fat-
her,al6&year&oldgirlfroma
villagenear Uthukottaisawher
mothermarryamannamed
Mani (38). After the mother
hadgonetosleepatnight, Mani
wouldsexuallyassault thegirl.
Asaresult, thegirlbecame
pregnant.

Followinga complaint
filed onbehalfofthegirl, the
Uthukottai All&Women Pol-
iceStationregisteredacasein
2020 under theIndian Penal
Codeandthe POCSO Act,
subsequentlyarresting Mani.

The trial took place at the
POCSO Special Courtinthe
Thiruvallur district,

with public prosecutor
Bhuvaneswarirepresenting
thestate. The chargesagainst
Maniwere provenduringthe
proceedings. Consequently, the
judge ofthe District POCSO
Special Court, Umamahes-
wari, delivered the verdict
yesterday.

Inherverdict, Judge Uma
Maheswarisentenced the
foster father, Mani—who
sexuallyassaulted aminor
girland caused her tobeco-

mepregnant—to 32 yearsof
rigorousimprisonmentand
lifeimprisonment, alongwith
afineofRs. 60,000, under the
provisionsofthe Indian Penal
Codeandthe POCSO Act.

Thejudgespecified thatthese
sentencesaretorunconcu-
rrentlyand that Mani must
remainin prison for therest
ofhislife.

Furthermore, thejudge
ordered thegovernmentto
providecompensationofRs.5
lakhtothevictim. Mani,who
hadbeen outonbail, failed
toappearincourtwhenthe
verdictwasdeliveredand has

sincegoneintohiding. Cons-
equently, thejudgeissuedan
arrestwarrant, directingthe
policetoapprehend Maniand
producehimbeforethe court.

Central Government’sImmigration Department
OrdersActorimranKhantoLeavelndia

MUMBATI: The central
government has ordered
actor Imran Khantoleave
India followinghis partic-
ipationinaprotestin Mu-
mbai, Maharashtra, which
demanded theresignation
of ChiefElection Comm-
issioner Gyanesh Kumar.
The protestagainst Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar took place
in Mumbaion October 10.
Actor Imran Khan partici-
patedinthisevent. Heholds
American citizenshipandis
anOverseas Citizen of India
(OCI) cardholder. An OCI

cardisadocumentissued

toindividuals of Indian or- e
iginwhoareeligible for this s §

status. Although the term
“OverseasCitizen of India”
isused, OCI status doesnot
confer Indian citizenship. Even
whenresidinginIndia, OCI
cardholders continue tobe
consideredforeign citizens.
However, subjectto certain
regulations, theyare granted
specificprivileges,including
alifelong “multiple&entry
visa” for travel toand from
India. OCIcardholdersare
notpermittedtovoteinIndian

AN \, :
elections,norcanthey contest
elections for the Parliament
or State Legislative Assembl-
ies. Furthermore, one cannot
residein Indiawithoutadh-
eringto specific conditions.
Inthis context, the Immigr-
ation Department—which
operates under the Union
Ministryof Home Affairs—has

orderedactorImranKhan

H toleave Indiaby October

1 28. The central governm-
{ enttook thisaction follo-
wingacomplaintfiled by
BJPleaderKirit Somaiya,
who alleged that Imran
Khanhadviolated thelaw
byparticipatingina protest.
Commentingonthis, Somaiya
stated, “Therearethousands
of TmranKhans’likehimin
India. Whilelivinghere, they
seektobringdisreputetothe
nation. Actionshouldbetaken
againstallsuchindividuals,
and theymustbe made to
leave the country”

Magnitude7.0 earthquakejolts Russia’s
Kamchatka Peninsula; no tsunami threatissued

MOSCOW:Anearth-
quakeofmagnitude?7.0on
theRichterscalestruckRu-
ssia’s Kamchatka Peninsula
regionon Friday,according
tothe European&Mediterr-
anean Seismological Centre
(EMSC)andtheNational
Centrefor Seismology
(NCS).

The USNational Ocean-
icand Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA ) said there
wasno tsunamiwarning,
advisory,watchorthreat
followingtheearthquake.
Accordingtothe NCS, the

earthquakeoccurredat9:05
amISTtodayatadepthof
152km, withitsepicentrelo-
catedatlatitude’52.068°No-
rthandlongitude 157.164°
East. The EMSCreported
apreliminarymagnitude
0f7.0,placingtheearthqu-
akeapproximately 123km
southwestof Vilyuchinskin
theRussian Federation.In
apostonX,theEMSCsaid
theearthquakehadbeen co-
nfirmedbyseismicdata. Its
dataseparatelyrecordedthe
eventatmagnitude6.9, with
adepthof130kmandcoor-

dinatesof52.059°Northand
157.234°East.
TheEMSCplacedthe
earthquakeapproximately
146km south&southwestof
Petropavlovsk&Kamchats-
ky,acitywithapopulation of
around 187,000,and 80km
north&northeastofOzern-
ovskiy,whichhasapopul-
ationofaround2,600. The
USNational Oceanicand
Atmospheric Administrati-
onrecordedtheearthquake
atmagnitude7.0,withadep-
thofapproximately 148 km,
andlocateditaround415

milessouthwestof Bering
Islandinthe Komandorski
Islandsregion. Initsasses-
sment,

NOA A stated that there
wasnotsunamiwarning,
advisory, watchorthreat.
Theearthquake'sreported
magnitudeand depthvaried
slightlyacrossmonitoring
agencies, withtheEMSCre-
cordingamagnitudeof6.9
initsdetailed data, whilethe
NCSandNOAA reported
amagnitudeof7.0. Further
detailsontheimpactofthe
earthquakeareawaited.
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Coalition doors shut" Een a cockroach gets a garland'

“Doyou’ve capability towin Rae
Bareliseat without Samajwadi?”

Ra)nath Singh attacks Rahul Gandhi

LUCKNOW: Launchinga

blisteringattack onthe Cong-
ressoveritsallegationsagainst
theelectoral processand the
Election Commission, Defen-
ceMinister Rajnath Singh on
Friday questioned Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Rahul Gandhi’s capability to
wintheRaeBareli Lok Sabha
seat without the supportof
the Samajwadi Party.
Hesaid Uttar Pradeshitself
demonstrated how hollow
the Congress party’s claim
ofenjoying publictrust was.
Addressing the press
conferenceahead of thefort-
hcoming2027 Uttar Pradesh
assembly election, Singh
said, “Iwouldliketoask Ra-
hul Gandhiwhetherhehas
the capability towin his Rae
Bareliseateven withoutthe
Samajwadi Party. Uttar Pr-
adeshitselfservesas proof
of howhollowthe Congress

party’s claim&that
thepublictruststh-
em&trulyis,”

Targeting the Co-
ngressoverinfighting
withinitsstate unit,
Singhsaiditsleade-
rsdidnottrustone
anotherand were
seen opposing each other,
with differences escalating
beyondverbal exchangesto
physical clashes.

“Whentheleadersofthe
Congress party’sstate unitdo
noteventrustoneanother,
andareseen opposingeach
other&clashing notjustver-
bally, but physicallyas well&I
wanttoaskthepeopleinthe
Congress:isthe BJP respo-
nsible for this, too?” he said.

Singhalsoaccused Rahul
Gandhiof makingallegations
regarding voterlists without
evidence, citing his claims
aboutalleged irregularities
inelectoralrolls.

“Rahul Gandhioncecl-
aimed thata 70&year&old
woman wasadouble voter.
Onanother occasion, he
alleged thata35&year&old
womanwasa 124&year&old
voter. Attimes, he even att-

emptedtodefame ordinary
citizensbylabellingthemas
fakevoters,” Singh said. He
further claimed thatthe Co-
ngresshad notfiledasingle
formalappeal regardingthe
electoralrollsbecauseithad
“noevidence” tosupportits
allegations. “His own party
never filed a single formal
appeal regarding the elec-
toralrolls; thereasonbeing
that theyhad absolutelyno
evidence to supportsuch
claims,” hesaid.
Defendingtheruling Bh-
aratiyaJanata Party’sposition
onconstitutional institutions
and theelectoral process, Si-
nghsaid his partyhad never
questioned the country’s
electoral system or soughtto
mislead the public by malig-
ning constitutional bodies.
“Wehavenever castdo-
ubt upon constitutional
institutions&thatis simply
our character. Wehave never
questioned the nation’select-
oral system, norhave weever
sought tomislead the public
by defaming constitutional
institutions. Wehavealways
held the people of this count-
ry, the Constitution,and our

constitutional institutions
inhighregard,” Singh said.

Hisremarks cameamid
the ongoing political confr-
ontationbetween theruling
BJPandtheoppositionlead-
ers,INDIA blocpartiesand
studentorganisationleaders
overallegationsofirregular-
itiesinelectoral rollsand the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voterlists. Meanw-
hile, the oppositionleaders
are continuing protests by
the CockroachJanta Party
(CJP)inthenational capital.
The partyhad earlier staged
protestsagainst former Union
Education Minister Dharm-
endraPradhaninJuneand
Julyandisnowseekingthe
resignation of Chief Electi-
on Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumarover theallegation of
irregularitiesin theelectoral
rollsrevision process.

The CockroachJantaPa-
rty’s (CJP)activist Abhijeet
Dipke proposeda “Lehra
Do Tiranga” rally on Friday.
Security forces have been
deployedinandaround Con-
naught Place to maintain law
andorderahead ofaprotest
atCentral Park.

Veerapandiya Kattabomman,the

ofthe Tamilland-M.K. Stalln

CHENNALIL Onthememorialday
ofthefreedom fighter Veerapandiya
Kattabomman, DMK President M.K.
Stalinsharedapostontheplatform
X’ (formerly Twitter). He wrote,
“Today marksthe memorial day of
thefreedom fighter Veerapandiya
Kattabomman, whowalked toward
thegallowswithimmense courage
andpride.Ibowtohisvalor—aman
wholived bytheprinciplethatsel-
| f&respectis paramount,and who
| sowed theseedsofresistanceaga-

Indlashéalthcare infrastructureis better than

instforeignruleintheheartsofthepeople”
He further noted, “Under our ‘Dravidian
Model’ government, we havehonored Ve-
erapandiya Kattabomman byinstallinghis
statue within the Gandhi Mandapam com-
plexin Chennai.

Additionally, wetook pridein naming
theroad overbridge—constructedbetween
the Thirumangalam and Kallikudirailway
stationsin Madurai—after him. Longlive the
memoryof Veerapandiya Kattabomman, the
martyrwhosafeguarded the self&respectof
the Tamilland!”

England’s’ - Foreign couple’s praise

LUCKNOW: Dave Fl-
ue, a British national, has
cometo India with his wife
forIn Vitro Fertilization
(IVF) treatment. Theyare
currently undergoing the
procedureatahospitalin
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
Inthiscontext,hehasexpre-
ssed hisappreciation, noting

thatmedical treatmentin @

Indiaisboth fasterand more
affordable thanin England.
Regarding this, Dave Flew
statedinavideo postedon
hisInstagram page, “India’s
healthcareinfrastructureis
better than that of England.

undergoing IVF treatment
at Max Speciality Hospital
inLucknow.
Theexperienceherehas
given me many newinsig-
hts.InEngland, one might
have to waitup toamonth

toreceivean X&ray report,
whereasinIndia, yougetthe
reportwithinanhour. Not
onlyisiteasytosecuretimely
appointments for medical
examinations, but youcan
alsoundergo various tests

allunderoneroof.
Istillfindithardto fully
grasphowitis possible tore-
ceivesuch prompt treatment
atsuchalowcostinafacility
withthesekinds ofamenities.”
Thevideo hasbeen viewed
by over 168,000 people, who

' have ‘liked’ it and shared

various comments. One

‘ person questioned, “Why
~ should one have to waita

month foran X&rayreport
thatcanbe completedinjust
10minutes?” Another person
remarked, “Itis pleasing to
hearthis. InIndia, domestic
helpand medical treatments

Local 16.10.2026 0utStation17.10.2026|

“Whowill bear responsibility?”: Amit Shah says MHA

to seek reportfrom Punjab govton Jhota's murder

NEW DELHI: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
onFriday said the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) wo-
uldseekaresponsefromthe
Punjabgovernmentover the
murder ofanti&drugactiv-
istParvinder Singh Jhotain
Mansaandasuicidein Dirba,
while questioning the state’s
lawand ordersituation.Ina
postonX, Shah questioned
whowouldtakeresponsibility
for thesafetyof peoplein Pu-
njabamid whathedescribed
asrising threatsfromdrugs,
gangstersand organised crime.

Hereferred tothe daylig-
htmurder of Jhota, whohad
raised hisvoiceagainstdrugs,
andthecaseofafatherin Di-
rbawhoallegedly consumed
poisonunder pressure. Shah
saidtheincidentshadraised
serious questionsaboutlaw
andorderinthestate.

InapostonX,theHome
Minister said, “Punjabisgr-
applingtodaywith therising
threatsof drugs, gangsterism,

and organized crime. The
biggest question before the
Bhagwant Mann governm-
entis: ultimately, who will
beartheresponsibilityforthe
safety of Punjab’s people? In
Dirba, afather succumbing
topressureand consuming
poison,andin Mansa, the
broad&daylight murder of
Parvinder Singh Jhota&who
hadraised his voiceagainst
drugs&haveraised serious
questionsabout Punjab’slaw
and ordersituation.
Parvinder’s father has
leveled graveallegationsag-
ainstthe AAP’ government
andtheir MLA. The Home

Ministrywillalsoseekre-
sponses from the Punjab
governmentonboththese
incidents”” Reiterating the
BJP’scommitmenttoPunj-
ab,Shahsaidhispartywould
work towards making the
statedrug&free, freefrom
gangsterismandsecureif
votedto power.

“Today, Ireiterate my
resolve beforethe people of
Punjab that,uponformingour
governmentin Punjab, wewill
workwith full forceto create
adrug&free, gangster&free,
andsecure Punjab.

Ourgoalis clear&strikes
againstthedrugtrade, prot-
ectionof our youth’s future,
strictactionagainst criminals,
andaruleoflawinwhichno
citizenisforced toliveunder
theshadowoffear,” Shah stat-
ed. Shahsremarkscameafter
Jhota’s father, Bhim Singh,
demanded theresignation
ofthe ChiefMinisterand the
Director General of Police
(DGP),alongwithaprobeby

the Central Bureau of Invest-
igation (CBI). Healsosought
the dismissal of the SSP, DSP
and SHO concernedand the
release of activistsdetained
duringprotests.

The case pertainsto an-
ti&drugactivist Parminder
SinghJhota, whowasallegedly
shotbyamedical shop owner
andlater succumbed to his
injuriesafter being taken to
ahospital.

The Punjab Police, inajo-
intoperation with Rajasthan
Police, arrested thealleged
main shooter, Ashvini, from
Salasarin Rajasthan, officials
said. Accordingto Salasar St-
ation House Officer Shankar
Lal Bhari, theaccused wasar-
rested from Shri Ganganagar
Dharamshalanear the Salasar
Balaji Temple, wherehewas
reportedlyhidingindisguise.

Followingthearrest, the
Punjab Police teamtook the
accusedinto custody. Further
investigationintothecaseis
underway.

India urges CICA members to unite againstall forms
of terrorism, stresses respect for sovereignty

ASIA:Indiahascalledon
member states ofthe Confer-
enceonInteractionand Con-
fidence BuildingMeasuresin
Asia(CICA)touniteagainst
allforms ofterrorism, includ-
ingcross&borderterrorism,

whilestressingthatregional §§

connectivity projects must
respectthe national sovere-

igntyandterritorialintegrity et

ofallmemberstates.

Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh, wholed the Indian
delegationtothe 7th CICA
Summitin Baku, Azerbaijan,
on Thursday, highlighted In-
diascommitmenttoinclusive
multilateral cooperation,
regional securityand peace
duringhisaddresstothepl-
enarysession. Accordingtoa
releaseissued by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), Si-
nghunderlined India’sactive
participationin CICA activities
andurged member states to
strengthen collectiveefforts
againstterrorism.

The Minister of Statere-
iterated thatall regional co-
nnectivity projects mustbe

“transparent, financiallyviable,
inclusive,andstrictlyrespect-
fulofthe national sovereignty
andterritorial integrity ofall
Member States,” the MEA said.
InapostonX,Singhsaidhe
hadaddressed the plenary
session of the summitand
emphasised India’s vision of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, or
“The Worldis One Family” as
aguiding principlefor peace,
cooperationand friendship.

“Emphasized India’svision
of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
(The World is One Family)
forpeace, cooperation, frie-
ndshipand counteringsha-
red challenges. Called upon
all Member States to unite
againstcrossborderterrori-
sm,” Singh said. The summit

brought together CICA
memberstatestodeliberate
onstrengthening regional
cooperation, buildingmutual
trustand promotingpeace
across Asia. Highlighting
India’sapproach to multi-

) lateral engagement, Singh

emphasised theimportance
ofinclusive and consens-
us&based cooperationin
addressing shared regional
challenges,accordingtothe
MEA-release.

The 7th CICA Summit
adopted the Baku Declara-
tion, which highlighted the
importance of connectivity,
digitalisationand sustainable
growthacrossvariousdim-
ensionsof confidence&bui-
lding measures to promote
developmentin Asia.India,
afoundingmemberof CICA,
reaffirmed its commitment
totheforumasanimportant
platform for fostering dial-
ogue, consensus&building
and cooperationacrossthe
continent. CICA isamulti-
national forum dedicated to
strengthening cooperation,
securityandharmonyacross

Asia,basedontheundersta-
ndingthatregional security
is closelylinked to global
stability.

Theinitiative was first
proposedbyKazakhstan's fo-
undingPresident, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, duringthe47th
session of the United Nations
General Assemblyin 1992,
withtheobjective of establis-
hingaframeworkforregional
securityand peacein Asia.
The grouping’s membership
includesIndia, Azerbaijan,
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Ca-
mbodia, Bangladesh, China,
Egypt,Iran,Iraq, Israel, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrg-
yzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Palestine, Qatar, South Korea,
Russia, SriLanka, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Turkey, the United
Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan
and Vietnam.

India’sparticipationinthe
summitreflectsits continued
engagementwith the CICA
process, with an emphasis
oncollectiveactionagainst
terrorism, respectforsover-
eigntyandinclusive regional
cooperation.

Fine-qualityricetobesold at
Rs. 30in cooperative stores

CHENNAI Oneln-| = &
dia Tamil was thefirst =

toreportontheground |
reality, highlightinghow £
therising price of rice !,
hasseverelyimpacted
the public. Despite this,
government ministers L
attempted to downplay
thesituation, claiming
thatpriceshadnotincreased.
Inthis context, the gov-
ernment has now taken
stepstosellfine-qualityrice
through cooperativestoresat
apriceofRs.30perkilogram.
Given that ministershad
previouslyinsisted thatrice
priceshadnotrisenatall, many
arenow questioningwhythe
governmenthassuddenlyde-
cidedtosellriceatalowerprice.
InTamilNadu, riceproduction
hasbeenseverelyaffected by
factorssuchasinsufficient
monsoon rainfall and the
delayed openingof the Mettur
Dam. Consequently, prices
have surged—increasing
byuptoRs.20perkilogram,

' §

daily-wageworkersearning
Rs.500aday, spendingRs.
100 onriceraisesacritical

question:how cantheyman-
agetosupporttheirfamilies
with theremainingamount?
Evenricetradersareunableto
predictwhatpriceswillbethe
followingday; they complain
thatsuppliersdemand higher
prices,andevenwhen those
demandsaremet, thericeoften
failstoarrive onschedule.
Thisisthesituationeven
inthe Deltadistricts—the
veryregions from which
riceistypically exported.
Astheissueescalated, not
onlyopposition parties but
alsoallieswithin theruling
coalition began speaking

- l__gff In response
ll . =to this, the
: . Tamil Nadu

N government
= hasnowiniti-
ated thesaleof
& fine-quality
= riceatRs. 30
perkilogram
through co-
operative stores. Speaking
toreporters on this matter,
Minister Venkataramanan
stated, “The price of rice did
notreachitspeakinasingle
day. Forinstance, the price
ofakilogram of fine-variety
rice, which wassold for Rs.
53in2024,hasrisentoRs.
65in2025.

Thisishow the prices
of food items have grad-
uallyincreased—atrend
that perhaps went unno-
ticed by previous ministers.
The supply of ‘Ponni’rice
arriving from Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh has
declined, yetthisisthevariety
mostpreferred by the public.

et

sell 25,000 metric tonnes of
fine-varietyrice through250
‘Amudham’retail outlets.”
Eligible membersofthe pub-
licwillbeable to purchase
upto5kgofthisaffordable,
fine-varietyrice.
Thegovernmenthasan-
nounced thataninitial stock
025,000 tonneshasbeen
released tomeetimmediate
marketdemand. Furthermore,
the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporationhastakensteps
toprocureatotal of 100,000
tonnesofricetoensureacon-
tinuous, uninterrupted supply.
Topreventovercrowding,260
outlets—operated underthe
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporationandthe Coop-
erative Department—have
beenselectedacrossthestate
forthesaleofthisrice.
Thisincludes49 Amud-
ham’retail outletsrunbythe
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation,aswellas211
supermarketsand mini-su-
permarkets managed by

MywifeandIare currently areavailableatalowcost”  orRs.200-500 Eer sack.For outaboutthe pricehikes. Startin% tOdaZ;’ we Elan to cooBerative societies.
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