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CMVijay congratulates Baby Sahanaon
winning bronze atthe Asian Para Games

CHENNALI: “Athlete
Baby SahanaRavihasach-
ieved this feat through her
hard work and dedication.
Hersuccesswill serveasa
new source of inspiration
for young para&athletes
in Tamil Nadu,” said Chief
Minister Vijay with pride.
Inapostsharedonsocial
media, hestated,

“Iextend my heartfelt
congratulations and best
wishes to athlete Baby Sah-

Anincentive of Rs. 30 lakh fromthe Government of Tamil Nadu

ana Ravi, whohasbrought
pride to both Tamil Nadu
and Indiabywinningabr-
onzemedalin the women’s
Class9tabletenniseventat
the 5th Asian Para Games cu-
rrentlybeingheldin Japan”
“Tohonorherachievement,
the Government of Tamil Nadu
willprovidea cashincentive of
Rs.30lakh. Baby SahanaRavi

hasreached this milestone
through herhard workand
dedication. Her success will
inspireyoung para&athletes
across Tamil Nadu.

Iwishher continued su-
ccessinthe future, bringing
further gloryto Tamil Nadu
and India,” the Chief Minis-
teradded.

The 5th Asian Para Games

beganonthe18thinthe Aich-
i&Nagoyaregion of Japanand
will continue until the 24th.
Indiaisparticipatingin this
tournament with a contin-
gentofapproximately 168
athletes competingacross
11differentsportsdiscipli-
nes.Inthe2023 gamesheld
in Hangzhou, China, 303
participants from Indiatook

Albertans Reject Separation, Choose Unity
with Canada: PM Carney Welcomes Decision

CANADA: Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney
haswelcomedthecleardec-
isionby Albertanstoremain
partof Canada, rejectinga
proposalforabindingvote
onseparation.

Earlyreferendumresults
indicated that over 76% of
voters chosenational unity,
asignificantoutcomeforthe
country.

Inastatement, Prime Min-
ister Carney emphasized that
Albertansmadeaclearchoice
for unity, to build together,
andtosupporteachother. He

stated, “Aboveall, Albertans
chose Canada?” Thisdecision
allows Albertaand therestof
Canadatomoveforward with
renewed purpose,asvoteson
otherreferendum questions

continuetobetallied.
Carneyhighlighted
his government’s com-
mitmentto expanding
trade,acceleratingmajor
infrastructure projects,
andstrengthening Can-
ada’senergysector, with
Albertaplayingacrucial
role. Hereiterated that
Canadaisgreaterthan
thesum ofits partsand
stressed the opportunityto
buildabetter countryforall.
Thereferendumalsoin-
cluded questions onimmi-
gration, social services,and

the distribution of powers
between provincialand fed-
eral governments.

Earlyresultsshowed su-
pportforseveral proposed
changes,includingimmigr-
ation control, social services
fornewcomers,andrequiring
non&permanentresidentsto
payforhealthcare.

However, a proposal
togive Albertalaws prior-
ity over federallawsin ca-
sesof conflictreceivedless
support,indicatingaprefer-
encefor maintainingfederal
authority.

China’s Coast Guard Patrols East of Taiwan
‘Highly Destabilizing’, Says US Commission Chair

CHINA: Chinasincreasi-
ngCoast Guard patrolseastof
Taiwanareamajor concern,
describedas ‘highlydestab-
ilizing’ by Randall Schriver,
chair ofthe US&ChinaEco-
nomicand Security Review
Commission.

These patrols, whichhave
intensified since June, are se-
enaspartofBeijingsbroader
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strategytoassertitsclaims

over Taiwan throughlegal,
political,and informational
means.

Schriver, speakingata
forumin Taipei, warned th-
atChinaisusingseemingly
civilian law enforcement

activitiestoreinforceits so-
vereignty claims.

Taiwanese officialsbelieve
thesepatrolscouldbeaprec-
ursortoamaritimeblockade.
Joseph Wu, Taiwan’s National

L

Security Council Secretar-
y&General,emphasized that
Chinahasnolegitimate claim
tothesewaters.
Amidstthese develo-
pments, the United States

S

] kagetoprogressnextyear,

remains Taiwan'skeyint-
ernational supporterand
armssupplier. However,a
proposed US$14billion

- armspackagefor Taiwan
awaitsapproval from US
|| President Donald Trump,
| who previously called
8 suchsalesa ‘negotiating
chip. Schriver,aformer
™ USassistantsecretaryof
defense, expectsthepac-

possiblyrestructuredinto
smaller portionsto facilitate
approval. Supportforthearms
packageisstrongwithin the
USCongressand government
bureaucracy.

Baloch Student Body Alleges Leadership Failure,
Seeks Protection for Student Democracy

NEW DELHI: TheBaloch
Student Action Committee
(BSAC)hasvoicedserious co-
ncernsregardingthe conduct
of Balochnationalistleaders.
The committeeallegesthatce-
rtain sections of thepolitical
leadershipareundermining
themovementand failingto
adequatelysupportstudents
facingsignificanthardships
anddeprivationacross Bal-
ochistan.

Inarecent statement,
BSAChighlighted the poli-
tical activities of figureslike
Abdul Baloch, also known
asBanjaraKameash,and the

overall state of democratic
institutions in the region.
Theyargue thatthe current
politicalleadershipisstray-
ingfromthe core principles
oftruthandjustice, whichare
crucialforthe Baloch cause.

AccordingtoBSAC, many
Balochpoliticalleadersare
primarily focused on po-
wer struggles and internal
political maneuvering. This
preoccupation, theyclaim,
iscreating substantial chall-
engesfornationalist political
organizationsinmaintaining
theiroperational workandfo-
steringinternal discussions.

Suchactions, thecommittee
emphasizes,aredisruptingthe
mental peaceand security of
the Baloch people.

BSACfurtherstated that
individualsgenuinelystriving
forpoliticaladvancementare
notreceivingsufficientback-
ing from Baloch nationalist
groups, leaving studentsto
bear the brunt of ongoing
difficulties.

The committee strongly
criticized whatitperceivesas
thedetrimentalrole of some
nationalistleaders,accusing
them ofactivelysabotaging
objectivesor remainingsile-

ntoncritical studentissues.

BSACstressed thateven
minorinactionsorill&con-
ceived decisionsbypolitical
leaderscanseverelyharmthe
broadernationalmovement.
Theyurgedforgreaterattention
tobepaidtotheaspirations
oftheBalochpeople, partic-
ularlythestruggling student
community.

The committee under-
scored thatall politicaland
nationaleffortsmustprioritize
studentdemocracy, rather
than contribute to further
unrestor damagethestudent
movement.

part.Indiasecuredatotal of
111 medals—comprising29
gold, 31silver,
and51bronze—placing
the country5thinthe medal
tally. Inrecognition ofher
achievement, the Government
of Tamil Naduwill provide

NEW DELHI: Defen-
ce Minister Rajnath Singh
announced in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan, that India will
hosttheinaugural Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Civilisation Dialogue
Forumbytheendofthisyear.
Heextendedaninvitation to
allmember nationsto parti-
cipateinthisinitiative,aimed
atstrengtheningculturalties
and fosteringmutual unde-
rstandingacross theregion.

Addressingthe SCO Cou-
ncilofHeads of Government

asubstantial incentive of
Rs.30lakh. Athlete Baby

SahanaRavihasattained this #

featthroughherhard work
and dedication. Her success
will serve asanew source
ofinspiration for young

)

Iwishher continued success

glorytoboth TamilNaduand

para-athletesin TamilNadu. jp the future, bringingfurther India! - the statement reads.

Indiato Host First SCO Civilisation
Dialogue Forum This Year

meeting, Singh highlighted
India’senduringfriendship
with Tajikistanand itsstrong
connectionswith Central Asian
countries. Herecalled Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
emphasisonstrengthening
security, connectivity, and

opportunities within the ™

SCOregion,amessage that
remains particularlyrelevant
for the Council.
Duringhisaddress, Singh
underscored thecriticalneed
foraunitedand uncomprom-
isingapproachtocombating

’ .0 )

terrorism, describingitasa
significantthreat to global
peaceand development. He
stressed thatthereshouldbe
nodouble standardsintac-
klingterrorism,and no safe
havensforthosewho finance

orsupportsuchactivities. Si-
ngh called for the collective

dismantlingoftheentireec-

osystem thatfuelsterrorism,
emphasizing thatitnotonly
causeslossoflifebutalsohin-
dersinvestment,commerce,
and societal progress. Pakis-
tan’s Deputy Prime Minister
IshaqDarwasalso presentat
themeeting. Onthesidelines,
Singhheld discussions with
Tajikistan Prime Minister
QohirRosulzodaandIran’s
First Vice President Moha-
mmad Reza Aref.

Deputy Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates visits Mumbai

NEW DELHI: Sheikh Ab-

dullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of

the United Arab Emirates, has |
arrivedin Mumbai foratwo&day

official visit.

He wasaccordedawarm
welcome. Attheairport,hewas
received by Union External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and Mangal Prabhat Lodha, a
Ministerin the Government

Development Department). The UAE
of Maharashtra (in chargeofthe Skill Deputy Prime Ministerand Union toourdiscussions.”

Special officers appointed for rural local bodies in

External Affairs Minister S. Jais-
- hankararesettohold discussions

- onfurtherstrengtheningtherel-
ationship between Indiaandthe
UAE. They will also deliberate
onthecurrentsituationin West
Asiaandvarious globalissues.
Inapostonsocial media, Union
MinisterS. Jaishankar stated, “De-
lighted to welcome UAE Deputy
| Prime Minister and Foreign Mini-
4 ster Sheikh Abdullahbin Zayed Al
Nahyan to Mumbai. Look forward

9 districts: TamilNadu governmentissues order

TENKASI: The Governm-
entof Tamil Nadu hasissued
anorderextendingthetenure
of special officers for rurallo-
calbodiesin 28districts of the
statefor another six months.
Furthermore, asthe terms of
electedrepresentativesinrural
localbodies—includingthose
in Tenkasi and Tirunelveli
districts—have concluded,
the government has issued
an order appointing special
officersfortheseareasaswell.
In28districts across Tamil
Nadu, the terms of elected
representatives for village
panchayats, panchayatunion
councils, and district pancha-
yatsendedon January5,2025.
Followingthis, thestate gove-
rnment directedthat officials
fromthe Department of Rural
Development and Panchayat

Rajbeappointed asspecial of-
ficersforasixemonthperiod
tomanage these rurallocal
bodies. Accordingly, Block
Development Officers (BD-
Os) wereappointed as special
officersforvillage panchayats;
Assistant Directors from the
Department of Rural Deve-
lopment and Panchayat Raj
wereappointedfor panchayat
union councils; and Project
Directorsofthe District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA),
Additional Collectors, Joint
Directors, or Project Directors
wereappointedasspecial offic-
ersforthedistrict panchayats.
Since then, the Tamil Nadu
government has periodically
extendedthe tenure of thesesp-
ecial officerseverysix months.
Mostrecently, thetenure of the
special officers servinginthe

villagepanchayats, panchayat
union councils, and district
panchayats across these 28
districts concluded on October
19(yesterday). Followingthis,
the Government of Tamil Nadu
hasissued an order extending
thetenureof special officersin
these 28 districtsuntil April 19,
2027. Meanwhile, theterm of
theelected rurallocal body
representativesin 9districts—
Kanchipuram, Chengalpattu,
Villupuram, Kallakurichi,
Vellore, Ranipet, Tirupattur,
Tirunelveli, and Tenkasi—c-
oncluded yesterday, October
19. Consequently, the state
governmenthasissuedan order
appointingspecial officersto
managetherurallocal bodies
inthese9districtsforaperiod
of sixmonths (up to April 19,
2027).Ithasbeen clarifiedthat

thisdoes notincludethe 9new-
ly formed Panchayat Unions
and 93 Village Panchayats.
Accordingto thegovernment
order, the Zonal Deputy Block
Development Officers of the
respective areas have been
appointed as special officers
fortherespective Village Pa-
nchayats. For the Panchayat
Unionsineach district, the
Assistant Director (Pancha-
yatsand Audit) of the Rural
Development and Panchayat
RajDepartment hasbeen ap-
pointed asthe special officer.
Forthe District Panchayats
in each district, the Additi-
onal Director of the District
Rural Development Agency,
the Additional Collector, the
Joint Director, andthe Project
Director have been appointed
asspecial officers.
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6 people, includingNTK official Karthika, arrested in
Coimbatore Contested inthe Dharapuram by election

~Your confidenceand courage willincrease.
You will receive help from the sources you ap-
proach. By speaking tactfully, you will successfully
accomplishimportant tasks. Money will arrive
from unexpected quarters, and youwill find joy
in purchasing valuableitems.

Yourbasic comfortsand amenities willim
prove. Long-pendingissuesregardingancestra
property will finally reach a resolution. Youl
willreceive specialrecognitionand priorityat
auspicious events—such as weddings or baby
showers—aswellasat public gatherings.

You will effortlessly complete even the most
: challengingtasks, earning you praise. Your
~ywealthandinfluencewill growin various ways.
You will emerge victorious in competitions
and debates, and you stand to gain from
connections with prominentorinfluential individuals.

rFw

Avoidlettingany chaosor discord arise within your
family. Eveniffriends seem to neglect or over
look you, respond with magnanimityand move
on. Business will be profitable, and you will
extend whatever help you can to those who
cometo youseekingsupport.

Relativeswhohad driftedawaywill come
toyour hometoreconnect. Your children will
actresponsibly. You willmake new professional
contacts,andlong-pending dueswillfinallybe
recovered.

Youwillhandle tasks with confidenceand
authority. Your siblings will provide strong
support. Youwillattend auspicious events
withyour family. You will get vehicle repairs
done, and you may find yourself drawn toward
spirituality and meditation.

Theinfluenceofyouradversaries willdiminish. Any
misunderstandings between youand your spousewill

M fade,leadingto greater harmony. Thearrival of
X guestsand friendswillbringjoytoyourhome.
Tripsto other townsor cities will prove

satisfying.

Youwill gain clarity on who among those
around youare trulywell-intentioned and who
arenot. Thearrival of relatives will fill your e
homewith happiness. You mayincurexpenses
related toauspicious occasions, and your busi-
ness will yield profits.

Youwill gain new experiencesinyour external social

circles. Youwillunderstand and fulfill the wishes of your
PW'} children. Relatives from your mother’s side will
T Ny providehelp when needed. Competitionin
businessand trade willsubside, and you will
acquirenew possessions.

Youmayexperienceunnecessarydistressor
tensionduetoyour children. Payattention to your
health. Inbusinessand trade, youwillbeabletore-
coveroutstanding dues. Theactions of neighbors
might cause yousomeirritation oranger.

Youwill devise new plans for future growth.
., Youwillsecurethebankloansyouwerehoping
for. Your status and reputation among friends
andrelatives will rise. Your workload atyourjob
willdecrease.

Your circleof friends will expand. You will re-
solve pastissues through discussion. There may
besome minor, pointlessarguments with your
parents. Youwillmeetsomeone youhavebeen
wantingtoseeforalongtime. Any confusionwill
dissipate, bringing you clarity.

AyudhaPujaatthe
Subramanya Swamy Temple
inTirupparankundram

MADURALI Ontheoccasion of Ayudha Pujaat the
Subramanya Swamy Templein Thiruparankundram, sp-
ecial prayersand*deeparadhana* (ritual offering oflamps)
were performed for the various *vahanas* (ceremonial
mounts) used during festival processions—including the
golden peacock, goldenhorse, silver *bhutam* (celestial
spirit), silver ram, golden *sapparam* (palanquin), *an-
nam* (swan), *shesham* (serpent), silver *rishabham*
(bull), andsilver elephant—aswell as for the grand dia-
mond&studded chariot stationed in front of the temple.
Additionally, the sword, shield, *vel* (spear),andbowand
arrows—used duringthe*Soorasamharam* (thedivineact
ofvanquishingthe demon Soorapadman)—were placed
beforethepresidingdeities, Lord Subramanya Swamyand
Goddess Devasena, and consecrated with special prayers
and*deeparadhana*.

COIMBATORE: Police
havearrestedsixindividuals,
including Karthika—who
contested the Dharapuram
by&electionrepresenting
the Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTK)—and her husband.
Thearrests were madetoday
(Oct20)atherresidencein
Coimbatore.

Followingthearrest, the
policetookherto Dharapuram.
Duringtheby&election for
the Dharapuramassembly
constituency, actor Vijay
(leader ofthe TVK) campa-
ignedinsupportofthe TVK
candidate, Sathyabama, on
October 4. Shortly before
Vijay’sarrivalin the Veeraac-

The Union Ministerof Culture and Tourism, Shr| Gajendra Slngh Shekhawatattends the Ustad Bismillah
KhanYuvaPuraskarceremony,in New Delhi.

Judicial Custody Extended for CJP Coordinators
Saurav Dasand Ashutosh Ranga

NEW DELHI: A special
judicial magistrate has ext-
ended thejudicial custody
of Saurav Dasand Ashutosh
Ranga, co&coordinators of
the ‘Cockroach Janata Par-
ty’ (CJP),bytwomore days.
SauravDasand Ashutosh Ra-
ngawerearrested forentering
andstagingaproteston Octo-

himangalamarea, NTK can-
didateKarthikaarrived with
hersupportersinavehiclerally.
Police officers, who were
stationed there for secur-
ityahead of Vijay’sarriv-
al,instructed the group to
take an alternative route.
Atthispoint,theNTK memb-
ersenteredintoanargument

with thepolice. Meanwhile,
Vijay’svehiclebeganappro-
achingthearea.

A case was subsequ-
entlyregisteredin conn-
ection with thisincident.
Furthermore, whenan ele-
ction campaignbanner was
removed, Karthikaledagroup
of NTKmembers tolay51ege

tothepolicestation.

A case wasregistered
againstherregarding th-
isincidentas well. She has
nowbeen takeninto custody.
Sathyabama, who contested
theDharapuram constituency
onbehalfofthe TVK,emerged
victorious.

NTK candidateKarthika
securedonly 5,268 votesand
losther deposit. Itisnoteworthy
thatthisfigureisevenlower
thanthe 6,026 votesreceived
bytheparty’scandidate,

Divya,inthe previous
general electionin Dhara-
puram. Consequently, the
party’svotesharealsosawa
decline.

ber 13atJantar Mantar—asite
thathadbeenremoved from
thelistofdesignated protest
locationsin Delhi.
Followingthe completion
oftheirinitial five&day custo-
dy, theywereproducedbefore
specialjudicial magistrate Ritu
Rajbythe DelhiPolice. The
policerequestedanadditional

five&day extension, citing

' security concernsduringthe
. festiveseasonand theduo’s

history of such activities.
Observing that the indivi-

_ dualsshowed norespect for
 thelawandhadapersistent
| tendencytoengagein prot-
i estsdespite prohibitions, the
g8 magistrate extended their

§.  judicial custodybytwodays.

Duringthescrutinyofthebail
documents,adiscrepancywas
foundinoneoftheapplicat-
ions, wherethe photograph
provided did notmatch the
image on the individual’s
identity card.
Furthermore, Saurav
Das failed to provide basic
information, including de-

tailsregardinghis parents.
Consequently, thebail pleas
wererejected. Abhik Chimni,
thelawyerrepresenting Das
and Ranga, expressed disap-
pointment, noting thatbail
wasdeniedbased onaphoto
mismatch, eventhoughthe
duohadnotissuedanynew
callsforprotests.

Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)leader Saurabh
Bharadwaj criticized themove,
allegingthatitwasadeliberate
attempttokeep theminjail
throughoutthefestiveseason.
Itisnoteworthythatoneofthe
two casesregistered against
themhasbeen transferred
tothe Crime Branch, given
itsserious nature.

Puppet Show at the Ramanathapuram
Sethupathi Palace: Enjoyed bya Large Gathermg

RAMANATHAPU-
RAM: A puppetshowwas
heldwith greatgrandeur
attheRamanathapuram
SethupathiPalace,drawing
alargeaudience.
Itiscustomaryfor the
Ramanathapuram Sethup-
athiPalacetohostcultural
eventsannually during the
Navaratrifestival.

Aspartofthisyear’s
Navaratriand AyudhaPuja
celebrations, atraditional
puppetshowwasstaged
withvividrealisminthehi-
storicRamalinga Vilasam
hall.

Thistradition wasinitiated
intheearly 1900sbythe th-

en&Sethupathi King, who
broughtatroupe of puppe-
teersfrom Kumbakonam.
Sincethen, for generations,
theseartistshave consiste-
ntly participatedin the pal-
acefestivities. Inthis year’s
performance, the puppet
showpresented notonly
traditional talesbutalso
messagesonsocialaware-
ness, woveninto engaging
dramaticnarratives.
Eveninthiseraofmo-
bile phonesand modern
technology,alarge crowd—
comprisingboth children
andadults—gatheredatthe
palacegroundstowatch
the performance with great

enthusiasm. Socialactivists
and membersofthepublic
whoattendedtheevent
haveurged the TamilNadu
government to takeappro-
priate measuresto preserve
thistraditional puppetry—
anartformcurrentlyonthe
vergeofextinction—andto
supporttheartistswhorely

onitfortheirlivelihood.

Theyhaverequested
thatthegovernmentintro-
ducethisartformtoschool
studentsand providethe
artists with monthly finan-
cialassistance,
aswellasstaterecognitions
suchasthe ‘Kalaimamani’
award.

ViolenceinFrance, Curfew Imposed

PARIS: A curfewhasbeen
imposedinthetenseareasof
Franceaffected by therecentout-
break of violence.
Studentsin France havebeen
protestingto demandreformsto
theeducation system. Sincelast
month, theyhavebeenvoicing
concernsoverissuessuchasch-
angesto educational policies,a
shortage of teachers, overcrowd-
edclassrooms,alackofinfrastr-
ucture, and excessivelylong class
hours.
Thesituation across France has

becometenseasthese protests
haveescalated into widespread
violence. Following the unrest,
Prime Minister Sébastien Leco-
rnuheldan emergency meeting
with high&ranking officials.
Speakingtoreportersafterward,

hestated:

“Despite the scenes ofintense
violenceand extensive proper-
tydamage, itisamiraclethatno
onehasbeenkilled” He further
commended the police for their
effectiveresponsein confronti-
ngtheviolentgroups. Headded

that, following the violence over
the weekend—which target-

© businesses—hehasinstructed
local authoritiestoimpleme-
nttargeted,localized curfews
| topreventfurtherriotingand

looting.

Duetotheviolence, partial
2 curfewswereenforced starting

ed municipal Bildings, other
publicfacilities,and hundreds of

atmidnightlastnightinthe
affected, high&tensionareas.
Morethan 2,400 peoplehave
beenarrestedacrossthe co-
untryinconnection with the
riots, which havetaken place
incitiesincluding Paris, Mars-
eille, Lyon,and Limoges.

e October 20 Armenia 2026

BiodiversityLoss: Global
Leaders Convenein
Yerevanto Save Nature

The world’s dwindling biodiversi-
ty is under the global spotlight as the
17th Conference of the Parties (COP 17)
to the ConventiononBiological Dive-
rsity (CBD) commenced on October 19 in
Armenia. This crucial meetingbrings
together 196 nations to address the ur-
gent crisis of nature Toss, impacting
billionsworldwide.

- “No nation, no
economy, no socC1i-
ety is immune from
the impacts of bi-
odiversity loss,”
stated the Execu-
tive Secretary of
the UN Convention
on Biodiversity.
She emphasized the
critical role of Indigenous Peoples,
Tocal communities, women, and youth,
alongside businesses and financial in-
stitutions, in finding solutions.

UN Secretary&General Antonio Gut-
erres echoed these concerns, highli-
ghting the ‘triple planetarycrisis’
of pollution, biodiversity loss, and
climate chaos. He warned that humanity
is rapidly making the world uninhabi-
table through overfishing, excessive
fertilizers, pesticides, and plastics.
Wh1ile acknowledging progress since the
2022 Kunming&Montreal Framework, which
Ted to the protectionof 1.3 milTlion sq
kmof Tand and 6 miTT1ion sq km of ocean,
Guterres noted that efforts arestill
too sTow. The goal of conserving 30% of
theworld’s Tand and sea by 2030 remains
asignificant challenge.

COP17 will also host the twelfth
meeting of the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety and the sixth meeting of the
Nagoya Protocol. Akey focuswill be the
firstglobal reviewof the Kunming&Mo-
ntreal Global Biodiversity Framework.
The Yerevan Declaration, adopted ear-
Tier, reaffirms the commitment tohalt
and reverse biodiversity lToss by 2030,
aiming for a harmonious coexistencewi-
th nature by 2050. This conference is a
direct outcome of the Tandmark 1992 Rio
Earth Summit, underscoringits histo-
\rical significance. Y,

Misconducttowardswomen

TVKMLA takesswiftaction;
privatebusstaff suspended

VIRUTHUNAGAR: TVKMLA Selvamhasordered
the suspension of private bus staffforbehaving inappropr-
iatelytowardswomen. A privatebusoperatesalongaroute
in Virudhunagar.

Recently, complaints arose that the bus staffhad
behaved improperly toward women, refusing to trav-
elto Virudhunagar. Following this, TVKMLA Selvam
visited the site yesterday and questioned the bus staff.
After speaking with them, MLA Selvaminitiallyannoun-
cedathree&monthsuspension. However, uponhearing
thestaffexplain thattheyhave familiesto supportand that
theirlivelihoodswouldbe severelyaffected, he showedle-
niencyandreduced the suspension period to one month.
Hestated that the suspension wasimposed to preventsuch
instancesof misconductin the future.

Inthe city of Madurai, cinematheaters, commer-
cialcomplexes, and hotels lack adequate parking
facilities; asaresult, cars areleftparked openlyon
the streetsforhours, causing traffic congestionand
leadingtolawand orderissues.
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The Secretary, Ministry of Newand Renewable Energy(MNRE) Shri Santosh
Sarangibriefsthe mediaonthe 7thAgriVoltaics World Conference 2026, in New Delhi.

Vijayadashami Greetingsto All
Indians: Droupadi Murmu

NEW DELHI: Onthe
auspicious occasion of
Vijayadashami, Preside-
ntDroupadi Murmuhas
extendedher greetingsto

allIndians, both within the ¢

countryandabroad.
Inamessageshared onthe
platform X’ (formerly Tw-
itter), she stated:
“Thefestival of Vijayadas-
hamiholdsaspecial sign-
ificance. Itis celebrated to
mark Lord Rama’svictory
over Ravana.
LordRamaisrever-
edastheembodimentof

*Dharma* (righteousness)
and exemplary conduct.
Vijayadashamistandsasa
celebration of the triumph
of *Dharma* andjustice
over*Adharma* (unright-
eousness) and injustice.

Indian cultureisrootedin
thenoble principles of mo-
ralityandasense of duty.
Onthisauspicious day, let
uspledge toupholdthese
highideals of our cultural
heritageand contribute to-

§ wardbuildinganinclusive

societyandadeveloped
India.

Iextend myheartfelt
wishestoall the people of
thenation for happiness,
goodhealth,and well&be-
ingonthissacred day”
Thiswasstatedinherme-
ssage.

Bangladesh Seeks Answers After SaudiArabia
ExecutesTwoC|t|zens, Families Demand Justice

BANGALADESH: Bang-
ladeshhasvoicedstrongdiss-
atisfaction over theexecution
oftwo ofits citizensin Saudi
Arabia, citinga significant
lapsein communicationand
diplomaticprotocols.

Thegovernmentin Dhaka
isdemandingadetailed expla-
nationfrom Saudiauthorities
regardingthese executions,
particularlyfocusingonthe
caseofNazrulIslam.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Humaiun Kobir stated
thatdespitethedeeprelation-
shipbetween Bangladeshand

T':“, hr o
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Saudi Arabia, bothsignatories
tothe Geneva Conventions,a
criticalinformation&sharing
gapoccurred.

Hedescribed theexecu-
tionsas ‘disappointing’and
confirmed that discussions
areunderwaytoaddressth-
ese shortcomings, though
compensationisnolonger
anoptionassentenceshave
beencarriedout.

NazrulIslam’s family, who
learned ofhisexecution th-
roughmediareports,isnow
demandingthereturnofhis
bodyandjustice. Hisfather,

Abdul Basir,had borrowed
Tk 7lakh tosend Nazrulto
SaudiArabiaasacleanerto
improvetheir financial situ-

: ation. Thefamilyallegesthey
| werenotinformedbeforehand

nor givenanopportunity to
intervene.

Nazrul, 22, wasrepor-
tedlyarrested with Sweety

o™ " Akhtaron allegationsofan

‘immoralact’ nearamosque
inMakkah. Hismother, Ra-
himaBegum, confirmedhe
regularly called from prison,
buttheyreceived no prior
notice ofhis execution. His
paternalauntreportedlydied
ofaheartattackuponhearing
thenews.

Bangladesh hasurged
Saudi Arabiatoupholdinte-
rnational normsbynotifying
Dhakawhenitscitizensface
detention or criminal pro-
ceedings. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairshascontacted
the Saudi Embassyin Dhaka
andsummoned Ambassador
Abdullahbin Zafer HBin Ab-
iyahfor clarification.
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Why the Chief Minister’s silence on the drug
issue? - Edappadi Palanlswaml s question

CHENNAI: ATADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
Palaniswamihas questioned
why Chief Minister Vijay has
yettoprovidean explanation
regardingadrugseizurecase
allegedlylinked to Boopalan,
an official of the TVK (Ta-
milaga VetriKazhagam)in
Nagapattinam district.

Inaposton the platf-
orm ‘X’ (formerly Twitt-
er), hestated the following:
Inapressreleaseissued on
October 18,2024, the Union
Ministry of Finance (Fin-
MinIndia) described the
incidentas “one of the biggest
narcotics seizures in Tamil
Nadu’s coastal regioninre-
centyears.” Doyourealize

howdisgraceful thisis, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu?
Reports indicate th-
at this is part of a ma-
ssive drug network.
Onewould expecta Chief
Minister—or at the very
least,apartyleader—to sp-
eakup aboutsuch “Walter
White&like” behavior bya
member ofhisown party.
Instead, heremainsas
silentasamonk—muchlike
howhebehavesintheLegi-
slative Assemblywhenever
theopposition raisesissues.
Duringthe previousadmi-
nistration, the Jaffer Sadiq
case—whichinvolved the
seizure of pseudoephedrine,a
precursor for manufacturing

L
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methamphetamine—hadalr-
eady caused significant public
alarm. Inthis caseinvolving
TVKofficial Boopalan, 137
kilograms of fully processed
meth crystals, valued atapp-
roximately400 crorerupees,
havebeenseized.

With suchamajorinte-

' rnationaldrugmafia
operatingagainstthe
backdrop oftheruling
party, forwhomexactly
was this “Reels&obs-
essed” ChiefMinister
runningan “anti&drug
marathon”? To make
mattersworse, itisre-
portedthat Balraj, the
TVK’sNagapattinam
city secretary,hasbeen
threatening mediaoutl-
etsthatreportonthisincident.
Doesthisimplythattherul-
ingpartyleadershipisaware
of this drug&related affair
and thatitis takingplace
with their support? If your
partymember, unabletota-
keresponsibility foracrime

3

andprovide an explanation,
resortsto threatening the me-
dia—willthat make thenews
disappear, Chief Minister?
For your information, it
wasnotyour government’s
policeforcethatseized these
narcotics;itwasthe central
government’s DRI (Directo-
rateof Revenue Intelligence)
thatmadetherecovery.

You,and the ‘exclamati-
on&mark’ governmentyou
lead, should hangyourheads
inshame over this.

Will there at least be
an explanation from yo-
u—who came to pow-
er promising ‘change’?
Thisiswhathasbeenstated
therein.

HouthiMissile Attack: 53 Kllled atYemenl Military Camp

SANAA: Asthecivil
warin Yemenintensifies,
aballisticmissileattackby
Houthirebelsonamilitary
trainingcampinsouthern
Yemenhasleftatleast53 pe-
opledeadand over200inju-
red. Thismarksthe deadlie-
stincidentsincethe conflict
escalatedlast September.

Theattacktargeted the
Al&Alam campin Sha-
bwa province—afacility
usedforrecruitingnew
soldierstosupport Yemen’s
internationallyrecogn-
ized government. Three
ballistic missilesstruck the
campinsuccession while
newrecruitswere gathered
foraparadeintheJardan
district. Thewounded were
immediatelytransported

tohospitalsin Ataq, the

provincial capital, where
authoritieshaveappealed
tothe publicto donateblo-
odfortheirtreatment. Des-
cribingtheattackasamajor
catastrophe, thegovernm-

enthasannouncedthata

high&levelinquirywillbe |
launchedtoinvestigate why -

suchalargenumber of sol-
dierswereleftexposedinan
openareawithoutadequate
protection.
Yemenileader Rashadal-
&Alimistated thatallthose
killed were newrecruits
andvowedanimmediate
retaliation. Hecondemned
the Houthiforces,accusing
them ofhabituallyresor-
tingtosuch cowardly, terro-
rist&styleattacks whenever

their plotsfail. réviously,

the UN...

He contacted Secre-
tary&General Anténio
Guterresandrequested that
the Houthisbe designated
asaforeignterroristorgan-
ization.

Theadministration of
Shabwa Governoratehas
condemned theattack, des-
cribingitasablatantactthat

undermines the provmce S
security. The provincial go-
vernor, Awad bin al&Wazir,
visited the soldiers current-
lyreceivingtreatmentinthe
hospital.
Meanwhile, a Houthi mili-
taryspokesperson confir-
medthattheattackonthe
Al&Alam camp specifically
targeted Saudi&backed fo-
rces. Heclaimed that Saudi

officialswerealsokilled at

F the camp, whichisoperated

by Saudiauthorities. Fur-
thermore,hewarned new
recruitsagainstjoiningthe
conflict,urgingthemnot
tobeswayed by financial
incentives offered by Saudi
Arabia.

Through thisnew offensive,

whichbeganlast Septem-
ber,the Houthishavebeen
makingaconcerted effort
toseize control ofthe Bab

el&Mandeb Strait. Inthe
meantime, tensionsin the
region continue toescalate,
fueled by civilian casualties
resulting from Saudi&led
airstrikes,aswellasattacks
targeting Saudi Aramco’s
oilfacilitiesand theairport

inRiyadh.

[llegal Gold Mine Collapsesin Colombia: 14 Dead

COLOMBIA:Insouth-
western Colombia, anillegal
gold mine—operating wit-
houtany proper safety mea-
sures—suddenly collapsed,
resultingin thetragicdeaths
of 14 workersat the scene.

Cash Prizes for Best Reels on Mysuru Dasara
Karnataka Government Announces

BENGALURU The
world&renowned Mysuru
Dasarafestivaliscurrently
underwayin Mysuru. The

Y - ) -Q!}M:,-J
celebrat10ns featuredaily
traditionalartperformanc-
es,spectaculardroneshows,
andvariouseventscentered

around the MysuruPalace.
Hundredsofthousandsof
peoplevisitMysuruevery
daytowitnessthesefestivit-

B ics. The JambuSavari’
(grand procession-
)—thehighlightofthe
MysuruDasara—isset
totakeplacetomor-
row.Inthiscontext,

. DeputyChief Minister
| D.K.Shivakumarhas
announced cash pri-
zesforthebestvideos
(Reels) capturingthe
MysuruDasarafestival
© andsharedonsocial

~ media. Hestated that

| prizeswillbeawarded
| forthetop 100 Reels.
o Itisnoteworthythat
D.K.Shivakumarhas

introduced thiscompetition
withtheaimofencouraging
contentcreators.

Possibility of alow-pressure
areaformingon October23rd

TheIndia Meteorological Depar-
tment (IMD) has stated thatalow&-
pressureareaislikelytoform overthe
southeastand the adjoining centra-
1&east Bay of Bengal on October 23.

Thissystemisexpected tomoveina
north&westerly directionand intensify.
TheIMD hasalsoadvised fishermen
againstventuringinto the coastalar-
easof Keralaand Karnataka, aswell as

the Lakshadweep region, on October
22and23.Duringthisperiod, squally
windswith speedsranging from35to
45kmph—occasionallyreaching 55
kmph—areexpectedintheseareas.

the municipality of Santa
Barbaradelscuandéin
# Colombia’s Narifio Depar-
tment—emergencyrescue

A8l tcamsrushedtothesiteto
B conductextensiverecovery

operations.
Narifio Department

.= Governor Luis Alfonso Es-

Seven otherswererescued
withsevereinjuriesand have
beenadmitted tohospitals for
intensive medical treatment.
Uponreceiving reports of
the collapseinthe Champero
sector—arural area within

g cobarinformedthe media

& that, followinga prolonged

effort, the operation tore-
coverthosetrappedinthe
debrishasbeen completed.
Suchinformal, unregulated,
andillegal miningactivities
continueto takeplaceacro-
ssvariousruralregions of
Colombia.

Conducted onanad&hoc
basis—lacking significant
investmentor proper safety
infrastructure—these mi-
ning operations frequently
lead toaccidents, makingthe
lossoflivesamonginnocent
workersarecurringtragedy.
Meanwhile, Governor Luis
Alfonso Escobarhasurged
the Colombian government
totakenecessarymeasuresto
preventsuchtragicincidents.
Specifically,

hehascalled onthe Nati-
onal Mining Agencyandthe
Ministry of Minesand Energy
toworktogethertobringthe
operations of small&scale

andinformal minersunder
aformallegal framework.
He stated that such
formalization is the only
way to improve working
conditions for minersand
ensureadherence tointer-
national safety standards.
Previously, in August, 13
workerslosttheirlivesinan
accidentatanotherillegal
mineinthe municipality of
Policarpa,alsolocatedinthe
department of Narifo.
Itisnoteworthythatan-
otherlarge&scaleloss oflife
hasoccurredinthe same
departmentwithinaspan
ofjustafewmonths.

Dasara Holidays for Madurai
High Courtuntil the 25th

MADURATI:Inobserv-
ance of the Dasara festival,
holidayshavebeen declared
forthe MaduraiHigh Court
until the25th of thismonth.
Consequently,avacation co-
urtwillfunctiononthe23rd.
Onthatday,adivisionbench
comprising Justices G.R. Sw-
aminathanand Muruganwill
hearall matters pertainingto
divisionbenches.

Justice Dileepkum-
arwill hearallappeals that
fallunder the jurisdiction
ofasingle&judge bench.
Followingthedivisionbench
proceedings, Justice Murugan
willhearalltypesof criminal
cases. Onlyurgentmatters—

suchasthoseinvolvingstay

ordersorinterim applicati-
ons—maybefiled with the
vacation court officials on
thespecified dateand time.
No caseswillbeaccepted
afterthedesignated dateand
time. Mattersrequiring stay
orders, interimapplications, or
urgenthearings,alongwiththe
relevantdocumentation, must
besubmitted atthe Madurai

High Courton Wednesday,
October21,2026,between
10:30 AMand 1:30PM. Stand-
ardprocedures—suchasfiling
casedocuments, submitting
applicationsfor copies, wit-
hdrawingorre&submitting
documents, and obtaining
copies of orders—mustbe
followed asusual. Only pe-
titions filed onlinebetween
10:00 AM and 2:00 PM on

Wednesday, October21,2026,
willbeaccepted. Shouldany
highlyurgentsituationarise
afterthisdate, the matter may
bebroughtbeforetherespe-
ctivevacation&dutyjudges.
Undernocircumstances will
previously pending casesbe
taken up for hearingby the
vacation court. Existing pend-
ingcasesormattersrequiring
specialsittingswillbeheard

onlyupontheorders ofthe
Chief]Justice.

Petitions must notbe
submitted atthe residences
ofthevacation&dutyjudg-
es. Furthermore, ‘afternoon
urgent petitions’ will notbe
accepted duringthe Dussehra
holidays. Thisinformation
hasbeen published by the
Registrar of the Madras High
Courtonthecourtswebsite.

' Tourists have en granted permissio tbathe once agin t Kumbakkarai
Falls—nestled amidstmountainridges atthe foothills ofthe Western Ghats near
Periyakulamin Thenidistrict—afterafour&day closure.
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Summonsissued to DMK councillor for
derogatoryremarks about CMVijay

CHENNAL A summo- |

nshasbeenissued to DMK
councillor Sudha Deenad-
ayalanin connection with
acaseinvolving derogatory
remarks made about Chief
Minister Vijay.

Membersofthe Tamizhaga |

VetriKazhagam (TVK)have
expressedstrongopposition,
alleging that Sudha Deena-
dayalan made disparaging

October?7.

Furthermore, TVK me-
mbershavealleged thatalth-
ough Chennai Mayor Priya,
MP Kanimozhi,and former
Minister Sekar Babuwere
presentonthestage when
the DMK councillor made
theseuncivil remarks, none of

g1 themintervenedtostopher.

nister Vijay durmg aDMK

Consequently, acasehas
beenregistered atthe B&2

commentsabout Chief Mi- meetingheldin Chennaion Esplanade Police Station

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat Praises Captain Smit
Machchhar’s Bravery in Foiling Hijack Attempt

NAGPUR:RSS chiefMo-
hanBhagwatrecentlylauded
Captain SmitMachchhar for
hisexceptional braveryinfoi-
lingahijackingattempt, citing
hisactionsasan example of
valuesinspiringindividuals
torisktheirlivesforothers.

Speakingatthe RSS Cent-
enary Vijayadashami Utsavin
Nagpur, Bhagwatemphasized
the organization’s mission
toawaken the ‘Hinduspirit’
andbuildastrong, organized
society.

Captain Machchhar,who
averted apotential catastro-
pheaboardaflydubaiflight
on September 30, recounted

theterrifyingincident. He
suffered multiple blows
fromhis Omanico&pilot,
Hamam al&Hammami,
who attacked him with
anaxeinabidtocrashthe
plane. Machchhar’s quick
thinkingallowed him to
unlatch the cockpitdoor, |

enablingpassengersand | .

oft&dutycrewtorestrain
theattacker. Theflightwas
diverted to Tabuk, Saudi
Arabia, whereall 180 occu-
pantsdisembarked safely.
Machchhar shared th-
atherecited the Hanuman
Chalisa during the attack,
findingstrengthin his faith.

Hisheroismhasgarneredin-
ternational recognition, with
Israel's PresidentIsaacHerzog
announcingthe Presidential
Award for Civilian Heroism,
and the Gujaratgovernment
bestowing the Visisht Gujarat

against DMK councillor
SudhaDeenadayalan forher
offensive commentsabout
the ChiefMinister, aswellas
against Muralidharan, who
organizedtheevent.
Followinga complaint
filed atthe Esplanade Police
Stationby TVK functionary
Udhayakumar, thepolicehave
registeredacaseagainst Sudha
underthreesectionsandhave
nowissuedasummonstoher.

Garima Award.
Consul General
4 ofIsraelin Mumbai,
“"“ YanivRevach,also
presentattheeve-
nt, highlighted the
shared valuesand
challengesbetween
l IndiaandIsrael. He
commended Bh-
agwat’semphasis
‘ onengaging the
younger generation
withtheirheritage,aligning
withIsrael'sapproach.Rev-
achstressed theimportance
of strengtheningbilateralties
and preserving culturalide-
ntityagainstexternalforces.

Son-in-law chasesand stabs father
in-law at Erode Government Hospital

ERODE A disputebetwe-
enamanandhisson&in&law

atthe Erode Government He-
adquarters Hospital—where
themanswifewasundergoing
treatment—hasendedina
stabbing.

Theincident, in which
the son&in&lawallegedly
attacked his father&in&law
withaknife, reportedly ste-
mmingfromadisagreement
over the care of his mothe-

B T
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r&in&law, has caused astir.
Vadivel,aresidentof Melatheru
inKumarapalayam, Namak-
kaldistrict,issaid tohavehad
along&standing feud with
hisson&in&law, Arokiam,
duetoongoingfamilyissues.
When Vadivel’s wife fellill,
shewasadmittedtotheErode
Government Headquarters
Hospital for treatment. Itis
reportedthatadisputearose
between Vadiveland Arokiam

@ regardingthecareofthe
~ patient.
Theexistinganim-
osity between the two
' escalated duringthisargu-
ment,leadinganenraged
Arokiamtopulloutaknife
hehad concealedand
stab Vadivel repeatedly.

g * Vadivel sustained stab
H- woundstohisneckand

back. He collapsedin
apoolofblood, cryingout
inpain. Hearing hiscries,
hospital staffand memb-
ersofthe publicrushedto
thesceneandintervened.
Vadivelwassubsequentlyadm-
ittedtothehospital'semergency
ward, whereheiscurrentlyre-
ceivingintensive medical care.
Theincident,whichtookplace
withinthehospital premises,
leftpatientsand the publicin

astateofshock.

Meanwhile, police offi-
cersonsecurity dutyatthe
hospitalmanagedtointerc-
eptandarrest Arokiamashe
attempted to flee the scene.
Theincidentin Erode, where
apersonwasstabbedwitha
knifeinbroad daylightata
governmenthospital—aplace
frequentlyvisited by alarge
number of patientsand their
relatives—has caused astir.
Theoccurrence of suchan
incident within ahospital
raisesserious questionsabout
theadequacyofexistingsec-
urityarrangements. Beyond
concernsregardinglawand
order,abroader discussion
hasemerged onhowtoensure
thesafety of patientsand the
general publicingovernment
hospitals.

Panicin the Nilgiris: Leopard enters
school premises and hunts dogs

NILAGIRI: Localresid-
entsaregrippedbyfearafter
aleopardenteredaschool
campusand hunted dogs.
Aprivateschoolislocated
near Kotagiriin the Nilgiris
district. Onthe 10th ofthis

month,aleopardentered
theschool premisesand
began huntingthedogs
presentthere. Itmanaged
toseizeoneofthedogsand
carried itaway. Fortunate-
ly,nostudents wereonthe

schoolgroundsatthetime,
avertingapotential tragedy.
Theincidentwas captured
onCCTV camerasinthe
area. The schooladmini-
strationhasrequested the
Forest Departmentto take

immediateactionto captu-
retheleopard. The presence
ofaleopard thathunted
dogswithin theschool ca-
mpushasleftboth thelocal
residentsand the students
inastateofgreatalarm.

Paddy seedlings awaiting the
rain, readyfortransplantlng

MADURAI:Inthe
rain&fed (manavari)
areas of the Thirupa-
rankundramregion,
paddy seedlings are
now ready for transp-
lantation. Many farm-
ers are eagerly await-

ingthearrival of rain.
Farmers from Then-
palanjhi, Sivaraman

and Pandian, stated:
“Typically, we sow paddy
seedsbetween the 18th of
the Tamilmonth ‘Aadi’ and
the firstweek of ‘Aavani’. We
complete the transplantati-
onbythe 30th of ‘Purattasi’
and carryoutweedingbythe

firstweek of Aippasi’. This
schedule ensuresthe crop
isready for harvest by the
month of “Thai’
Followingthiscycleallows
the seedlingsto grow vigor-
ously, freefrom disease,and
resultsinahigheryield. This
year,however, thelack of rain
andintenseheathave caused
localirrigation tanks (kan-

mais) todryup,andthe
water tableinborewellshas
alsodroppedsignificantly.
Riceisadietarystaple,
and its price hasrisen
sharply of late.
Drivenbytheneedfor
. food,someofushavegone
aheadand sown paddyse-
eds, pinningour hopesonthe
rain. The costs—coveringland
preparation, the purchase of
seeds,and the sowing proce-
ss—haveamounted toappr-
oximately<10,000 peracre.
Theseedlingsarenowready
fortransplantation, butthe
rainshaveyettoarrive.
Theymustbetranspla-

nted within 25to 30 days of
sowing;
otherwise, they will

become over&matured,
rendering them fit on-
lyas fodder forlivestock.
Whileareaslike Maduraiand
partsof Thiruparankundram
havereceived goodrainfall,
inthe Thenpalanjhiregion,
ithasamounted tonothing
morethanalightdrizzle.

Wecanonlybegintran-
splantationifitrains within
thenext 10 days. Ifthereis
norainaftertheseedlings
areplanted, they will with-
erandbelostentirely; they
explained.

Local 20.10.2026 OutStation21.10. 2026|
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ttheThaIasayana PerumaITempIe in Mamallapuram thetemple chanotprocesswn (ThwutherUtsavam)
took place this morning, marking the 9th day of the Bhuthathalwarfestival.

Devotees Flock to Kulasekarapattinam for
Dasara; Elaborate Security Measuresin Place!

THOOTHUKUDI:
Withthe*Soorasamhara-
m*—thepinnacleeventof
the Kulasekarapattinam
Dasarafestival—settotake
placetonightatmidnight,
hundredsofthousandsof
devoteeshavebe-
gunarrivingsince
the earlyhours of [
themorning. To
ensure thesafety
ofthedevotees,
4,000 policepe-
rsonnelfrom 12
districtshavebeen ¥
deployed forsecu-
rity duties.

Theworld&r-
enowned Dasara
festivalatthe
Kulasekarapattin-
am Mutharamman Temple
commenced with thefla-
g&hoisting ceremonyon
the 11th. The*Soorasamh-
aram* (theritual slaying of
thedemon Soorapadman)
willbeheldtonightonthe
shores of Kulasekarapatt-
inam.
Undertheleadership of
the Superintendents of
Policefromthedistricts of

Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli,

Tenkasi,and Palani,aforce

ofapproximately4,000 pol-
iceofficersfrom 12 districts
across Tamil Naduhasbeen
mobilized for security. Fur-
thermore,240specialbuses

areoperatingfromvarious
partsof Tamil Nadu to faci-
litate the travel of devotees.

Parkingfacilities spanning
265acreshavebeenarran-
gedacrossthreelocations.
Thepoliceare maintaining
strictsurveillanceusing
10watchtowers, 7 mobile
cameraunits,5drones, 5 fa-
cial&recognition cameras,
and 300stationary CCTV

cameras. Additionally, the
Coastal Guard is monito-
ringthe coastalareas. The
templeadministrationhas
provided essential ameni-
tiesfor devotees,including
drinking waterand medical

facilities. Devoteeswho
have observedafast—m-
arkedbythe wearingofa
sacred *malai* (garland)—
areseendressedinvari-
ouselaborate costumes,
movingthroughthestreets
tocollectofferings. Inlight
ofthe ‘Soorasamharam’
(theritual destruction of
thedemon Soorapadman)
taking place today, aninflux

ofover 1.5million devotees
isexpected; consequently,
additional basicamenities
havebeen providedtoacco-
mmodate them.

Forthe convenience of
thedevotees, more than 200
temporarytoilets
havebeensetup
alongthebeach,
inadditionto over
100 permanent
ones. Tensurveil-
lancetowershave
4 beenerectedalong
™ thebeachandin

locationswithhigh
footfalltoensure
monitoring; furthermo-
re,sevenmobile CCTV
unitsarebeing deployed
forintensive surveillance.
Thetempleauthoritiesand
thedistrictadministrat-
ionhaveensured thatall
necessarybasicfacilitiesare
in place for thehundreds of
thousandsof devoteesatte-
ndingthe Soorasamharam
eventtonight.

“Evenif theykill me, Iwillreturnto
Bangladesh in December: Sheikh Hasina

NEW DELHI: Former
Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh, Sheikh Hasina,
has stated that she will
definitely return to her |
homeland, Bangladesh,
this coming December. |-
In2024,violent protests |
bystudentseruptedinBa-
ngladesh. Following this,
Sheikh Hasinaresigned

[ ——_

and sought refugeinIndia.

88 /| Indiahand over Sheikh

V1aV1deo conferencein
aneventorganized by
* the ‘Center for Bangla-
4 desh&USRelations’in
Washmgton Sheikh Ha-

fromherpositionasPrime The governmentofBanglad- sina addressed the gathering.

Minister, left the country,

eshhasbeenrequestingthat

“Iwillreturnto Bangladesh

thiscoming December. Th-
ereisnochangeinthisplan.
Iamnotafraid ofanything.
The government there might
arrestme, subjectmetosev-
eretorture, orevenattempt
tokillme—Iamwellaware
ofthat. Nevertheless, retur-
ning tomy homelandis my
primaryduty.Iwillgothere
to dowhateverIcanfor my
people; thisis certain,” she
declared.

ChinaCloses Three Tibetan Schools
|n Golog, Sparks Assimilation Fears

HIMACHALPRADE-
SH: Chineseauthoritieshave
reportedly shutdown three
privately&run Tibetanschools
inGolog Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture,impactinghun-
dredsofchildren’saccessto
Tibetan&mediumeducation.

This move, withina few
weeks, hasintensified conce-
rnsaboutthepreservation of
Tibetanlanguageand cultural
identity.

The
Central
m Tibetan
‘ﬁh" & Administ-
ration (CT-
A)reported
thatthese
closuresare
partofabr-
oader go-
vernment
strategyto
enroll Tib-
etan childrenin state&run
institutionswhere Mandarin
Chineseistheprimarylangu-
ageofinstruction. Increased
surveillance of phone and
internetcommunicationsin
Tibetanareas makesindep-
endentinformationdifficult
toobtain.
Amongtheclosedinsti-
tutionsisthe Golog Tadrak
Orphan Schoolin Tabo Vil-

lage, Machen County, which
wasshutdown on September
2,2026.Established in 2005,
itprovided educationand
shelterto over 300 orphaned
ordisadvantaged children.
A weekprior,on August27,
the Ra&Gya Jigme Gyaltsen
Grassland Girls’ School, kn-
own for offering education
and vocational training to
nomadicgirls, wasalso clo-
sed. Thisschool, foundedin
2005, taught Tibetanlanguage,
Buddhistphilosophy, science,
andtraditionalarts.
Thethirdinstitution, the
Jasakvillageschoolin Machen
County, wasreportedlyclosed
inlate Augustafterlocalaut-
horitiesmandated theuse of
‘national commonlanguage’
(Mandarin Chinese) instead
of Tibetan. Itsstudents were
subsequently transferredto

governmentboardingschools.
Villagershad crowdfunded
thisschoolto preservethe
Tibetanlanguage for future
generations.

These recent closures
follow earlier shutdownsin
Golog,includingthe Seng-
druk Taktse Schoolin July
2021 and seven other priv-
ateschools. The CTA views
theseactionsasviolations of
educational,linguistic,and
cultural rights, warning that
transferring Tibetan child-
rentoMandarin&medium
boardingschoolsthreatens
their connection to their
mothertongueand cultural
traditions. UN humanrights
expertsin2023alsoflagged
Chinasboarding&schoolsy-
stem for Tibetan childrenas
potentiallyinvolving forced
assimilation’

Printed at : Meera Offset Printers,No.104, V.R. Pillai street, Triplicane, Chennai. - 600 005. Published By. Dr. P. Pandiarajan No. 5 Namasivayam nagar 2nd street, Madurai. Editor : Dr.P.Pandiarajan



