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Chief MinisterVijayPays
TributeatthePolice Memorial

CHENNALI: Chief Mi-
nister Vijay paid tribute by
layingafloral wreathat the
Police Memoriallocated at
the Director General of Pol-
ice (DGP) officein Chennai.
October21stisobserved
annuallyacrossthe nation
as ‘Police Commemoration
Day’ (Police Martyrs’ Day).
Onthisdayin 1959, ten pe-

rsonnel from the Central [

Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
losttheirlivesinasurprise
ambush bythe Chinesear-
myinthe Ladakh region.
Police Commemoration
Dayisobservedeveryyearto
honor thesacrifice ofthese
brave personnel.
Italsoservestoremember
all policeand paramilitary

PIa}nted a saplmg onthe DGP ofﬁce premlses
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personnel fromacross Indi-
a—includingthosefromthe
Tamil Nadu Police—wholaid
down theirlivesin theline
of duty over the past year.
Today (October21,2026),
tohonor those who made

ot

the ultimate sacrifice over
thelast year, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Joseph Vij-
aylaidafloral wreathatthe
Police Memorial situated
atthe office of the Director
General of Police (DGP).

Followmg this, the Chief
Minister was accorded a
ceremonial police salute at
the DGP office. Subseque-
ntly, ChiefMinister Joseph
Vijay planted a sapling within
the DGP office premises.

India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
Comesinto Effect Vlsas for 5,000 People

NEW DELHI: The Free l

Trade Agreement (FTA)bet- =
weenIndiaand New Zealand
cameinto effect yesterday.

Signed on April 27, thismarks -.

theseventhtradeagreement
Indiahasentered into over

thelastfiveyears, bringing 28
the totalnumber of its ope- M=

rational FTAsto 17.
Inthe2025&26 fiscal
year, bilateral tradebetween
thetwo nationshad declined
by 11percentto¥11,000cr-
ore(1.15billion USD). This
agreementaims toreverse
thattrend and double bilat-
eraltradeto 335,000 crore (7
billionNZD) by 2030. Furt-
hermore, New Zealand has
committed toinvesting 32
lakh crore (20billion USD) in
Indiaoverthenext 15years.
Fromtheveryfirstdaythe

agreement cameinto force,
Indian exportershave gained
full duty&freeaccesstothe
New Zealand market. Tariffs,
which previouslyreached as
highas 10 percent,havebeen
eliminated.

Indian sectors—incl-
uding textilesand apparel,
leather and footwear, gems
andjewelry,

pharmaceuticals, and
engineering goods—w-
ill benefit immediately.

Indiahasalso successfully
safeguarded its highly se-
nsitive domesticdairyand
agricultural sectors from
imports originating from
New Zealand. Tariffs on
morethanhalfofthe goods
imported from New Zealand
intoIndiahavebeen remo-
ved, effective from the very
firstday.

This coveragewill gradua-
llyincreaseto 82 percent,and
eventuallyreach 95 percent

Para Asian Games

oncetheagreementisfully
implemented. High&quality
New Zealand products—su-
chaskiwifruit, apples,lamb,
wool, honey, and timber
products—willbecome av-
ailabletoIndian consumers
atmore affordable prices.
Underthistradeagreement,
New Zealand will provide
5,000 temporarywork visas
to qualified Indian professi-
onals. Furthermore,
visarestrictions for Ind-
ianstudentshavebeenlifted;
theywillbe permitted towork
for20hours per week while
pursuing their studies. Upon
completion oftheireducation,
therighttostayandworkhas
beenextended—upto3years
forsciencegraduatesand up
to4yearsforthosewhohave
earnedadoctoraldegree.

CMVijay congratulates the athlete from TN
who wonasilvermedalin powerlifting

CHENNAI ChiefMinister

from TamilNaduwhowona

In a statement is-
sued regarding this, he
noted the following:
“Textend myheartfeltapp-
reciationandbestwishesto
athlete KasturiRajamani,
who hasbrought pride
toboth Tamil Nadu and
Indiabywinningasilver
medalinthewomen’s67kg
powerlifting categoryat

M.K.Stalinhasextendedhis silvermedalinpowerliftingat the 5thPara Asian Games

congratulationstoanathlete

the Para Asian Games.

currentlybeingheldin Japan.

Torecognizeherachievement,
the Governmentof Tamil Nadu
willaward heranincentive of
Rs.501lakh. Thisremarkable
victory—attained through
self&confidence, tirelesshard
work,and perseverance—will
serveasagreatinspirationfor
youngpara&athletesacross
Tamil Nadu. Iwish her con-
tinued successin thefuture,
bringingfurthergloryto Tamil
NaduandIndia!”

Riceprices will decrease; says Minister Venkata Ramanan

TRICHY:Inaninterview
withreportersatthe Trichy
airport, Minister Venkata
Ramanan stated thatriceis
beingsoldatRs.30perkilogram
through cooperative stores
and Amudhan’ outlets. The
initiativetoprovidericeatRs.
30hasbeen well-received.
Sofar, 25,000 metrictonnes

ofricehavebeensold.

The price of rice will
certainly decrease; wealso
expectthepricesofall other
commoditiestofall. The TVK
(Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam)
governmentwilldemonstrate
its commitment through
action, Minister Venkata
Ramananadded.

After paying his respects to
the fallen personnel, Chief
Minister Vijay departed fr-
omthevenue, wavingto the
members ofthe publicwho
had gathered toseehim.
Earlier,ontheoccasion of

Police Commemoration Day,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Joseph Vijay stated the foll-
owinginasocialmediapost:
“OnthisPolice Commemo-
ration Day—
whichhonorsthehisto-

N
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ric sacrlﬁce of the 10 Central
ReservePolice Force (CRPF)
personnel wholaid down
theirlivesin 1959 while de-
fending the motherland
alongthe Ladakhborder—I
paytributetoall police per-

sonnel who sacrificed their
preciouslivesin the noble
duty of maintaining peace,
Y law,and orderinthenation.
The dedication of police
personnel, who work with
courageandvigilance while
facing diverse challenges—

| such asnatural disasters,

accidents, criminalincidents,
andsituations that threaten
publicsafety—istruly com-
mendable.

Aswebowintribute to
those martyrswho gave their
livesintheline of duty, letus
alsohonorthenobleservice
ofallpolice personnel, who
work tirelessly, regardless
oftime or circumstance, to
serveasaprotectiveshield
for ournation”

police personnelwholosttheirlives while onduty.

Trade Agreement Between the

US andIndia Expected Soon

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
Currently V1s1t1ng Ind1a Shares Up date

MUMBALI: US Secreta- |

ryof State Marco Rubio has
indicated thatatradeagre-

ementbetween the United

Statesand Indiaisexpected

tobesignedsoon. The US |

iscurrentlyfacingasevere
shortage of diesel; the pri-
ceofaliter of diesel, which
was 85rupeeslast January,
hasnowrisento 155 rupees.
Againstthisbackdrop, elec-
tionsfor435seatsinthe US
House of Representatives
and 35seatsinthe Senateare
scheduled forNovember 3rd.
Itisbelieved thatthe surge
indiesel pricescould posea
significantsetback for the
ruling Republican Party. To
addressthe diesel shortage,
the UShasalreadyentered
intoanagreementto procure
diesel from Russia.
Asafurtherstep, the US
government plansto purch-
asealarge quantity of diesel
fromtheIndian conglomer-
ate, Reliance. In connection

with this, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubioarrived
in Mumbaiyesterdayfora
three&dayvisit. Heissetto
travel directly to the Reli-
ancerefineryin Jamnagar,
Gujarat, wherehe willmeet
withindividualsincluding
Reliance Group Chairman
Mukesh Ambani. Earlier,
he met with India’s External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
in Mumbeai.
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Following this, Marco
Rubio paid tribute to the
victims ofthe 2008 Mumbai
terrorattacksatamemorial
located at the TajMahal Palace
Hotel. Speakingtoreporters
afterward, he stated that ne-
gotiationsareunderway to
finalizeatrade agreement
between the United Statesand
India. While thereare diffe-
rencesof opinion on certain
issues, these willberesolved.

<4} o,
Chenna| ChlefMlnlsterVuay handed overinsurance payouts totallng Rs.5.96 croretothe families of
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Atradeagreementbetween
the U.S.and Indiaisexpected
tobesignedverysoon.

India’s practice of proc-
uringcrude oil fromvarious
countriesisasound commer-
cialstrategy;indeed,Indiahas
emergedasa“superpower”
inthecrudeoilrefining se-
ctor. Headded thattheyare
prepared tosupplycrudeoil
from Venezuela to Indian
companies.
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‘There should be no placein this world for those
who support terrorlsm -RajnathSingh

~Youwill receive support from your family.
Actingwith energyand enthusiasm willlead to
successinyour endeavors. The health of your
children willimprove. Business will pick up
momentum. Itisadvisable to maintainacalm
demeanor at your workplace.

Supportfrom familymemberswillincrease./ ¢
Harmonyandaffection willgrowbetweenspouses.
Thehealth of your children willimprove. In busi-
ness, youmay unexpectedlyrecover outstanding
dues. Attheworkplace, itisbesttofocussolely
onyour own tasks.

Previously stalled tasks will reach a successful
conclusion. Those who have been seeking
employment will secure positionsin good

organizations. Travel to other towns or cities
will prove favorable. You will see good profits
inbusiness. Avoid getting into arguments
atyour workplace.

Asyouareunder theinfluence of ‘Chandrashtama’ (a
period requiring caution), avoid unnecessary
arguments with family members. You may
experience physical fatigue due toaheavy
workload. Inbusiness, you will attract
customers by employing new strategies.

Ego clashesand unnecessary suspicions
between spouses will fadeaway. Youmayreceive
‘new responsibilities or positionsinyoursocial or
professional circles. Business will pick up, yield-
ingdecentprofits,and youwillhave the support
ofyour partners. Atthe workplace, you will make

steady progresstoward your goals.

Youwill take thelead in organizingevents
orfunctionsinyour hometown. You willhave
agood flowof cash. Ego-related issues will be 7
resolved, leadingto greater closeness between |
spouses. Your health willimprove. Youwill seeadvancement
inbothyourbusinessand career.

Trips to other towns or regions will bring you peace of

mind. Thearrival of friends will fillyour home

m withjoy. Anyissues with your vehiclewillbe

A1 ) resolved. Interms of business, youwill have the

opportunity to meetinfluential or prominent

individuals. Superiorsat the office willbe supportive.

Youwillattend functionshosted by prominent or
influential people. Your children willact

responsibly. Youwillbeable toidentify the

genuine, well-meaning peopleamongthose

around you. You can expectgrowthinyour
businessand professionallife.

Discussionsregarding your son’s marriage will con-

clude smoothly within the family. Anybitterness with your
"W’\T’ spouse’srelatives will fadeaway. Your children
. N willactresponsibly. Business will pick up

' momentum. Maintain a peacefulatmosphere
atyour workplace.

Tasksyou thoughtcouldbe completed easily
mayendupbeingdelayedordrawnout.Itisad- [
visabletokeep an eyeonyour children’sbehavior.
Youmayexperience some mental confusion. At
work, your superior will offer praise. Inbusiness,
avoid making enemies withanyone.

Youmay faceindirect competition. Unex-
. pectedexpenses mayarise. Itisbesttofocuson
' completingyour tasksatthe workplace. Youmay
berecommended foranew position, which will
bringincreased responsibilities. You canexpect
goodprofitsinbusiness.

Youwill move forward despite facing opposi-
tion. Expensesrelated tohome maintenance may
increase. Yoursocial circleand external connec-
tionswillexpand. Youmay findjoyin purchasing
electronic gadgets. Maintaina calm environment
atwork. Inbusiness, youwill succeed by employ-
ingnew strategies.

PMModi pays tribute
on National Police
Commemoration Day

NEW DELHI: Ontheoccasion of Police Commemorat-
ion Day, Prime Minister Modihaslauded the contributions
ofthepoliceforce.

Inhismessage, hestated:
“Police Commemoration
Dayisanoccasiontoexpress
gratitudetoour police perso-
nnel, whoservewithimmense
dedication evenin themost
challenging circumstances.
From maintaininglawand '
orderand preventing crime
torespondingswiftly duringemergenciesand ensuringthe
safety of the public, their contributionistrulyunparalleled”
“Ipaytributetothebrave police personnel whosacrificed
theirlivesintheline of duty.

Their courage, commitment, and sacrifice will alw-
aysberemembered” Thisis what Prime Minister Modi
hassaid.

Toshowcase India’srich culture and heritage to
theworld,AmarKale, ayoungartistfromKarnataka,
has setanewworldrecord by creatingapaintingusing
onlykitcheningredients—turmeric and chilipowder.

DUSHANBE: Defence .

Minister Rajnath Singhison # -
atwo&dayvisit to Tajikistan. §

Inthecityof Dushanbe, he
participatedonbehalfofIndia
inthemeetingofthe Council

of Heads of Government of |

the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO). Pakis

tan’s Deputy Prime Minister f
Ishaq Darwasalso present §

atthemeeting.

Speakinginhis prese- *
nce, Rajnath Singh stated:
“Terrorism has emerged
asoneofthegravestthreats
topeaceand development.
Beyondharminginnocent
people,

terrorism  disrup-

tsinvestments and trade.
Terrorismradicalizessoci-
etiesand deprivestheyouth

Ensure Uninterrupted Supply of Milk

and Drinking Water Amidst Rains!
Chief Minister Vijay's Directive to Officials

CHENNAI: With the No-
rtheast Monsoonintensifying
across Tamil Nadu, Chief
Minister Vijayisholdinga
consultative meetingat the
Secretariat.

Senior ministers, minis-
tersin charge ofthe Chennai
region, and municipal co-
rporation officials are pa-
rticipating in the meeting.
The Northeast Monsoon,
which commencedin Tamil
Naduon the 15th, hasnow
intensified, bringingheavy
rainfall to several districts,
including Chennai.

Chennaiexperienced
veryheavyrainfalllastnig-
ht,leading to waterlogging
onroadstoday. Schoolsin
Chennaihavealsobeende-
clared closed. Municipal
Commissioner Sameeran
stated that 10 cm of rainfall
wasrecordedin Chennaila-

oflegitimate opportunities.
Terrorism cannotbejustifi-
ed;thereshouldbenodouble
standardsinaddressingit.
Thereshouldbenoplaceinthis
world for those who provide
funding, support,or shelter
toterrorists. Theecosystem
ofterrorism mustbeeradic-

stnight. Hehasadvised the
publictoavoid steppingout
unnecessarilyandtorefrain
from visiting waterlogged
areas—evenfor thepurpose
oftaking photographs.
Asthisisan ‘EINifio’ ye-
ar, higher&than&average
rainfallis anticipated. Inli-
ght of this, Chief Minister
Vijayischairinga meeting
atthe Secretariat to ensure
preparedness for potential
weathereventsinthecoming
days, suchaslow&pressure
systems, upper&air cyclon-
iccirculations, or cyclones.
Duringthe meetingat the
Secretariat, the Chief Minis-
ter—joined by senior minist-
ers, ministersoverseeing the
Chennairegion,andvarious
officials—discussed matters
including stormwater drain
maintenance, canalrestoration,
andthesetup of reliefcamps.

o PW W & e
ated firmlyand collectively.
Since 2014, thelifespan of
terroristshasbeenreduced
tolessthanayear;security
forcesneutralizethem within
ayearofthemtakinguparms
againstIndia.
Indiasupportstheim-
plementation of theaction

Furthermore, Chief Mini-
ster Vijayhasdirected officials
toensure the seamless, unin-
terrupted supply of essential
commodities, including milk,
drinkingwater,and vegetables.

Two daysago, the Chief
Ministeralsovisited theRi-
ponBuildingtoinspectthe
impactoftherainfallin Ch-
ennai.Inastatementissued
bythe Government of Tamil
Nadu, itisnoted that Chief
Minister Vijayheldareview
meeting with ministersand
senior officialsat the Ripon
Building—theheadquart-
ersofthe Greater Chennai
Corporation—to discuss
the precautionary measures
takenin preparation for the
Northeast Monsoon.

ChiefMinister Vijayinspe-
ctedtheIntegrated Command
and Control Centrelocated
within the Ripon Building

plan for multilateral trade
and economic cooperation
for the period 2026-2030.
We desire that our economic
engagementsbenefitevery
membernation. Wearemo-
ving forward with the goal
ofexpandingsupply chains,
trade,andinvestment.”

complex. Hereviewed data
onrainfallrecorded since
yesterday, monitored thesu-
rveillanceeffortsatsubways,
canals,and river mouths,and
examinedtheactionstakenin
response to publiccomplaints.
Heinquired aboutthe
grievancesreceived fromthe
publicandinstructed officials
totake swift,immediateaction
toaddressthem. The Chief
Minister also commended
the officials of the Greater
Chennai Corporationand
other departments for their
excellent work following the
heavyrainsyesterday. Furth-
ermore, hedirected thatany
complaintsregardingrain&r-
elateddamagereportedtothe
control centre mustberesolved
immediately. Additionally, he
isreceivinghourlyupdateson
therainfallsituationandany
resultingimpacts.

Sale of Methamphetamine: 3 arrested,

includingacollege studentand amakeup artist
Investigation revealsdrugsweresourced

fromBen

CHENNAL:Policehavearre-  foundmovingaroundthearea fashion designer, while Sara

stedthreeindividuals, including
acollegestudentandafilmind-
ustrymakeup artist, for thesale
ofthedrugmethamphetamine.
Thespecialteamunder the De-
puty Commissioner of Police
(Kilpauk) received a tipe~off
that methamphetamine was
beingsoldnear the GenguReddy
subwayin Kilpauk, Chennai.
Followingthis, thepolice began
closelymonitoringthearea. The
night beforelast, they apprehe-
nded threeindividuals—incl-
udingtwowomen—whowere

undersuspiciouscircumstances.
Uponsearchingthem, thepolice
discovered methamphetamine
intheir possession. All three
weresubsequentlytaken tothe
policestation for questioning.
Regardingthis, thepolicestated:
Theindividuals apprehended
have been identified as Mo-
hammed Azharuddin (30)
from Mannady, Fathimaalias
Sara (24) from Thiruvottiyur,
and AsmaNasreen (20) from
Nungambakkam. Moham-
med Azharuddinworksasa

isemployedasamakeup art-
istinthefilmindustry. Asma
Nasreenisacollegestudentin
AnnaNagar. Thethreebecame
acquaintedwhilefrequenting
starérated hotels and pubs.
Subsequently, they began pro-
curingthenarcoticsubstance
‘methamphetamine’ from
placeslike Bengaluruand Hy-
derabadto sell in Chennai.
Theywould supply thedrugsto
youngpeoplelivinginrented
apartmentsacross Chennai, as
wellastoattendeesofpartiesheld

30foot-tall cockroacheffigy
burnedalongside RavanainDelhi

NEW DELHI: On the
occasion of Vijayadashami,
a30&foot&tall effigy ofa
cockroachwasburnedin Pit-
ampura, Delhi,alongsidethe
traditional effigies of Ravana,
Kumbhakarna,and Meghnada.

pondingtothis, CJP founder
TeestaSetalvad (referred to
hereas Abhijit Dipke—*note:
theoriginalsourcetextcont-
ainsadiscrepancyregarding
thenames*)and thehead
ofthelegal division, Ratna
Singh, remarked, “Thank

bt! you for the free publicity”

They further commented,

" “Justkeepstagingthesefarces

Th1s actis belng viewed as

asatirical gesture directed
at CJP (Citizens for Justice
andPeace).
Avideoshowingthebu-
rningofthecockroacheffigy
iscurrentlycirculating. Res-

inthiscountry” Theseremarks
have sparked discussionson
socialmedia, withmanyusers
drawing parallels between
theburningofthe cockroach
effigyandthevictoryofgood
overevil.

aluruand Hyderabad

atstarérated hotelsandpubs.
Furthermore, for the pasttwo
years, theyhadbeenprocuring
methamphetaminefromassoc-
iatesin Bengaluruandsellingit.
The three arrested individ-
uals weretaken to locations
including Nungambakkam
and Thousand Lights, whe-
researches were conducted.
Duringthesesearches, 50grams
of methamphetamine—which
hadbeenstashed away—along
with several mobile phones,
wereseized, the police stated.
Meanwhile, the police are co-
ntinuing their investigation
toidentify others connected
to these threeindividuals, as
well asthose who suppliedthe
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Jio Platforms Sets a
Record with Its Public
Share Offering

The public share offering for Jio
Platforms Ltd, a subsidiary of Reliance
Industries, commenced today. It achieved
full subscriptionwithin just 100 minutes.
JioPlatforms Ltd, thedigital services
armof Reliance Industries, initiat-
ed the process to raise approximately
30,213 crore through the stock mar-
ket. The company announced that the
initial public offering (IPO) would
remain open for three days, starting
today. The price band for each share
has been set between 31,065 and31,119.
Subscriptions for the shares opened
this morning. Investors were permi-
tted to apply for aminimumof one Tot
and a maximumof 14 Tots, with one Tot
consistingof 12 shares. The offering
reached full subscriptionin record
time—just 100 minutes after opening.
As of 10:36 AM, the issue was subscribed
1.03 times; against anofferingof19.75
crore shares, investors had applied
for approximately 20.25 crore shares.
The applicationswill nowbe reviewed,
and the final allotment of shares is ex-
pected to be determined by October 26.
Furthermore, the company’s shares are
scheduled to be Tisted on both the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) and the National

etock Exchange (NSE) on October 28. )

Senior RSS Pracharakfrom
Srlrangam passesaway

CHENNALI: Sadagopan,
asenior RSSPracharak from
Srirangam, has passed away.
Sadagopan Narayanan (64)
was aresident of South Ch-
ithirai Streetin Srirangam.
A senior RSS Pracharakand
amember of the North Tamil
Nadu state executive commi-
ttee,hehadalsoservedasthe
editor of the magazine ‘Vijayabharatham’ and asa nati-
onalsecretary ofthe ABVP, the student wing of the BJP.
He passed away yesterday due toill health. His mortal
remains werekeptat ‘Shakti Karyalaya’—the RSSheadq-
uartersin Chennai—for peopleto paytheir final respects.
Subsequently, hisbodywasbroughtto Trichyyesterday
eveningand placed athis residence on South Chithirai
Streetin Srirangam for final tributes. Thelast rites willbe
performed thismorning (October21).

Vegetable Prices Dropat
Thennampalayam Market

TRIPUR: Everyday, tons of vegetablesare broughttothe
Thennampalayam marketin Tiruppur from surrounding
areasandneighboringdistricts. A significantportionofthe
produce, including carrots, arrives fromoutside the district.
Thisyear, the consecutive holidays declared for Ayudha
Pujaand Dussehraled many people wholiveand workin
Tiruppurtotravel backtotheirhometowns. Consequently,
therewasalowturnoutof shoppersatthe marketyesterday,
resultingin sluggish sales. While the number of customers
decreased, thevolume of vegetablearrivalsactually exceeded
theusuallevels. Asaresult, vegetable pricessawadecline.
Forinstance,a15-kgbundle ofbottle gourd, whichhad
beenselling for Rs.250 over the past few days, dropped to
Rs.200yesterday. Similarly, the price ofabundle of ridge
gourdfell from Rs. 600 to Rs. 500, and abundle of snake
gourddecreased from Rs. 500 to Rs.400. Pricesfor brinjal
andbroadbeansalsosawadecline:a20-kgsack ofbrinjal
droppedfromRs.600to Rs.400, whileasack ofbroadbeans
fellfromRs. 1,000 to Rs. 800.Inaddition to this, asack of
chillieswassold for Rs. 600, okra for Rs. 600, beetroot for
Rs. 800, radishesfor Rs. 400, cauliflower (abundle of 20
heads) forRs.600,a5-kglot ofash gourd for Rs. 900,and
pumpkinforRs.800. Itissaid thatthis price declineislikely

drugstothem. to contlnue forthe nextdayortwo.
z i B bR ) - E R TR
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The ‘Soorasamharam'—the climactic evetofthe Dasarafestival atthe Mut-
haramman Temple in Kulasekarapattinam—took place late last night. Hundreds
ofthousands of devotees participated and offered their prayers.
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The Navaratri Brahmotsavam fetival in Tirupati concluded yesterday with

the ‘Chakrasnanam’ritual. Overthe pasteightdays, devotees have contributed
atotal of Rs. 25.79 crore through the temple ‘hundi’.

ThePolice ForceisaProtective Shield for
Society- DMK PresidentM.K, Stalin's tatement

CHENNALI: The
police forceisno
merelyaninstitution
thatupholdsthelaw;
itservesasapillarof
trustand aprotec-
tive shield for our §
society, says DMK
PresidentM.K. Stalin.
Inapostonthesocial §
mediaplatformX, he B2
stated the following: -3
Thepolice forceis
notjustanorganization that
enforcesthelaw;itisaso-
urceoftrustand a protec-
tive shield for our society!
On#PoliceCommemora-

tionDay, let usremember

with gratitude the duties
performed by police per-
sonnel and the immense
sacrifices they have made.
Toffermyvaliantsalutetoallthe

policepersonnelwholaiddown
theirliveswhile servingwith
dedication—facingdangers
toensurethesafetyand peac-
efulexistence ofthe people!
Thisiswhathestated.

Rajasthan Congress chief Dotasra injured after slipping
duringprotestat aipur police Commissionerate

JAIPUR: High drama
unfoldedin Jaipurassenior
RajasthanCongressleaders
stagedasit&inprotest (dharna)
attheJaipurpolice Commis-
sionerate office.

Aheavypolicedeployment
remainsinplacearoundthe
commissionerate premises,
withbarricadeserectedto
preventunauthorisedentry.
Amidtheprotest, Rajasth-
anCongress chief Govind |
Singh Dotasrainjuredhis |
legafterslipping. _

“He (State Congress |
President Govind Singh
Dotasra) hassustainedan
injurytohisleg;adoctor
hasjustexamined him.
Hewillnotbeabletomove
aroundforthenextseveral
days. These people have
lockedthetoilets,” Leader
of Opposition (LoP) in
the Rajasthan Assembly
TikaramJullysaid. Congress
isdemandingaZero FIRin
connectionwiththealleged
assaulton National Students’
Union ofIndia (NSUT) Nat-
ional SecretaryRitu Barala.

Congressleadersand pa-
rtyworkersgatheredinlarge
numbersatthe Commission-
erate, raising slogansagainst
thestategovernmentandthe
policeadministration, alle-
gingacompletebreakdown
oflawandorderinthestate.

Theprotestwastriggered
overalleged policeinaction
followinganassaulton NSUT
leaderRituBarala. The Con-
gressdelegation demanded
immediatelodgingofaZero
FIR and promptactionagai-
nstthoseresponsible forthe
incident.

Rajasthan LoP Jullylaun-
chedascathingattackonthe
stategovernmentand police
administration, alleging “ho-
oliganism” insidethe Jaipur
Police Commissionerate

and questioning the refusal
toregistera ZeroFIR inthe
alleged assaulton NSUINa-
tional SecretaryRituBarala.
“Thisishooliganism.
Weare sitting here pe-
acefully. They themselves

suggested thatwesitinroom
number9,sowearesittingin
roomnumber9. Whyarethey
notregistering our FIR? Tell
usthereason. Giventhatthe
constitutional framework,
specificallySection 173 of the
BNS, providesfor theregistr-
ationofa‘Zero FIR anywhere
inthecountry.
Whyisitnotbeingregiste-
redhere? Meanwhile, the BJP
statepresident claimsthatwe
areruiningtheirfestival. They
havenointention oflistening;
thereisnodialogue,nomes-
sagefrom the ChiefMinister,
Home Minister, or Director
General (DG)” hesaid.
Asthe Congress party’s
high&voltage sit&in prot-
estinside the Jaipur Police
Commissionerate, senior
partyleaderand former state
minister Pratap Singh Khac-
hariyawaslaunchedafierce
attackon thestategovernment
and policeadministration,
warning errant officials of

legaland administrativeac-
countability.

“Wehave kept the Co-
mmissionerate hijacked for
thelast24hours. Thereason
isthis:youallowdaughtersto
bebeatenandabused, yetyou
refusetoregisteracase.
Under Section 173(3), it
isourright,and markmy
words,evenifwehaveto
approachthecourt,le-
galactionwillbetaken
againstthem...Ifanygirl
issubjected toatrocities
anywhere,a Zero FIR
mustberegistered.

Theinvestigation
canbeconductedbythe
Delhipolice... Youhave
turned thisintoamatter
of ‘prestige’.. Thegovern-
menthastakentheentire
policeadministration
underitsdirectcontrol.
Butgovernmentscome
and go. Our turn will come
again,and mark my words,
thoseofficialswhoareact-
ingimproperlywillbe held
accountable..”, hesaid.

Earlier, Dotasraquestio-
nedthepoliceovertheregis-
trationofan FIRin Delhiand
demandedacopyofthecase
registered there. “Ifan FIR
hasbeenregisteredin Delhi
regardingtheassaultonRitu
Barala, thenprovideuswitha
copyofthat FIR. Wewillhead
backhomeimmediately.

The FIRregistered by
the DelhiPolice, ostensibly
toharassthese youngsters,
cannot possibly cover the
incidentinvolvingtheassa-
ultonRitu; the complainant
andtheaccused cannotbethe
same person; thatissimply
notpossible.

Therefore, I believe that
everyargumentor justifica-
tiontheyareofferingin their
defenceisentirelyfalse,” said
Congress President Dotasra.

Stone- pelting attrain, One personarrested

MADURAI: OnOcto-
ber 18, stones were pelted
atthe Bodi-Tambaram
Expresstrainbetween Usi-
lampattiand Vadapalanjhi
stations on the Madura-
i-Theniroute. The Railway

Protection Force (RPF) was
alertedabouttheincident.
AteamledbyInspector
Vinoth Kumarwasformed
toconductsurveillancein
thearea.Based onsuspic-
ion, the police questioned

26&year&old Sachinfrom
Duraisamipuram, Usila-
mpatti,anditwasrevealed
thathewastheonewho
hadthrownthestones. The
railwaypolicehavearrested
him.
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Asian Para Games:India wins 24 medals,
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including 5 golds, |n a smgle day

NAGOYA: The 5th Asian
Para Gamesarecurrentlyun-
derwayinthe Aichi¢~Nagoya
regionofjapan. Onthesecond
dayoftheevent, Indias Nishad
Kumarsecuredthegold medal
inthemen’s T47 high jump,
clearingaheight of2.04 met-
ersand settinganew record.
Thismarks Nishad Kumar’sseco-
ndgoldmedalattheongoingAsi-
anParaGames; hehadpreviously
wongoldinthe T47longjump
eventthedaybeforeyesterday.
Withthis achievement, Nishad
Kumar has become the third
Indian athletetowintwogold
medals in a single edition of
the Games.

Priortothis, Ankur Dhama
(inthemen’s 5000mand 1500m
events) and Sheetal Devi(inthe
womensindividual compound
andmixedteamarcheryevents)
hadeachwontwogoldmedals
atthe Asian Para Games held
in Hangzhou, China. In the
men’s F44/64 discusthrow, In-
dias Devender Kumarsecured
thegoldmedalwithathrow of
49.71 meters. Other Indian
athletes, Rakesh and Pardeep
Kumar, won the silver and
bronzemedals, respectively.
Inthemen’s F51/52/53 discus
throw, India’s Pranav Soorma
claimedthetop spot and the

gold medal with a throw of
11.66 meters. Another Indian
athlete, Ram Rattan Singh,
secured second place witha
throwof 10.35 meters, winning
thesilver medal. Inthe women'’s
400m (T20 category), India’s
Deepthi Jeevanji finished in
56.36seconds, clinching the
goldmedal and settinganew
competitionrecord.
Inthewomen’s200m(T12
category), India’s Simrantook
the gold medal, finishingin
24.80secondsandsettinganew
record. Another Indian athlete,
Tejalben Damor (25.23seconds),
won thebronze medal. In the
women’sindividual compound
archerysemie-finals, India’s Sh-
eetal Devifaced Japan'sShinora
Aya; the 19¢~yeardrold Sheetal
Deviwonthematch 145-137
andadvancedto thefinal. In
thewomen's W1 archery cate-
gory, India’s Swati Chaudhari
defeated South Korea’s Yunhee
Lee6-2inthesemiéfinals. At
the Asian Para Games, India’s
Pradeep Kumarsecuredthesilver
medalinthe men’s F54javelin
throw, recordingadistance of
27.4meters. Meanwhile, in
the F53 category, India’s Ayush
Kumarwonthebronzemedal
withathrowof17.88meters.
Inwomen’s table tennis

JSHAD KUMAR [

atthe Asian Para Games, In-
diawon four bronze medals
yesterday alone. Inthe Class
9semiéfinals, India’s Rabi
Baby Sahana was defeated
by China’s Mao Jingdian—a
fiveértime Paralympicgold
medalist—withascoreof8-11,
2-11,4-11, earningSahana
abronzemedal. Sahanahails
from Tamil Nadu. Inthe Class6
semiefinals, Prachi Pandeylost
toIraq’s Paralympic champion
Najlah Alé»Dayyeniwithasc-
oreof9¢+11,2¢»11,8¢11,and
secured a bronzemedal. With
this, shebecame oneofthefirst
Indian Paratabletennisplayers
towinamedalatthe Asian Para
Gamesinthestandingcategory.
Inthe Class 6 semifinals,
Prachi Pandey lost to Iraq’s
Paralympic champion Najl-
ah AléDayyeniwithascore
of9¢11,2¢+11,8¢11,and
securedabronzemedal.
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With this, she became one
of thefirst Indian Para table
tennis players towinamedal
at the Asian Para Games in
the standing category. Inthe
Class4e5semicsfinals, India’s
Bhavina Patellostto China’s
ZhangBian—an eighteértime
Paralympicchampion—with
ascoreof 7¢»11,5¢11,7¢11,
andsecuredabronzemedal. In
the Class 3semie>finals, India’s
Sonalben Patel was defeated
by South Korea’s Ji Yoon with
ascoreof7¢11,5¢11,6¢+11,
earningabronzemedal. Inthe
men’s Class 1 category, India’s
Jehan Madan lost to South
Korea’s Kim Hyeoneuk with
ascoreof4er11,7¢11,3e11,
and claimed a bronzemedal.
Inshooting, India’s Manish
Narwalscored233.7pointsin
the men’s 10m air pistol SH1
event, finishinginsecondplace
towinasilvermedal.

Healso qualified for the
2028 Paralympic Games, which
willbeheldin Los Angeles. In
the Asian Para Games, India’s
Ashok Kumar Malikwonasilver
medalinthemen’s65kgpower-
liftingevent bylifting 192kg. In
shooting, India’s Srushti Arora
securedabronze medalinthe
women's 10mairpistol (SH1)
event, scoring214.7 points.In
themen’sshot put (F11)event,
India’s Praveen Kumarwona
bronzemedalwithathrow of
13.86meters. Inthemen’s400m
freestyle(S11)swimmingeve-
nt, India’s Himanshu Nandal
finishedin3rdplacewithatime
0f5:10.91, clinchinga bronze
medal. Inthemen’s200m indi-
vidualmedley (SM7 category),
India’s Niranjan Mukundan
finishedin2:57.01, securing
thirdplaceand a bronze me-
dal. Inthe men’s SL3 category
forbadminton, India’s Pramod
Bhagatand Kumar Niteshhave
advancedto thesemie-finals,
ensuringatleastabronzeme-
dalforeachofthem. Yesterday
alone, Indiawon24medals—
gold, 6silver,and 13 bronze—at
the Asian Para Games. So far,
Indiahassecuredatotal of 35
medals(9gold, 11silver,and 15
bronze)and currently holdsthe
6thpositioninthemedaltally.

Planto Beautifythe Banks ofthe CooumRiverin Chennai
Tenders Invited for Development Works at 3 Locations

CHENNALI: Tende-
rshavebeeninvited for
development worksat &
threelocationsalongthe
banksofthe CooumRiver,
with theaim ofbeautify-
ingtheareathroughthe e

inclusionof variousam- ,){ : 774
enitiessuchaswalkways, 222 /

cyclingpaths,and parks.

ChiefMinister M.K. Stalin
hadannouncedin theLe-
gislative Assembly that the
Cooum River—which has
long suffered fromissues
includingencroachments,
thedischarge of sewage,and
pollution—would be res-
tored. Asafollow&up, the
Governmentof Tamil Nadu
hasinitiated the firstphase of
measurestorestorethe Cooum
Riverandbeautifyitsbanks.

Inthis regard bids havebeen
invited from consultancyfirms
toprepareadetailed project
report. Atendernoticehasbeen
issuedregarding this project,
whichisbeingundertakenby
the ChennaiRiversRestora-
tion Trustthrough the Tamil
Nadu Urban Infrastructure
Financial Services Limited
(TNUIFSL). The projectin-
volves developinga plan for
a3.7kmstretch, covering
theareafrom Napier Bridge

tothe Cooum

- rivermouth (0.5
km), from Swami
SivanandaSalai
to Periyar Brid-
4 oe(1.2km),and
= fromtheconne-
S ctingroadtoDa-
= msRoad (2km).
Intheselected
areas, studies willbe condu-
ctedonfactorssuchasriver
flow, flood risks,encroachm-
ents, pointsof sewage disch-
arge, soil&bearing capacity,
and existinginfrastructure.
Based onthesestudies, plans
willbedevelopedtoinclude
riverbank protectionstruct-
ures, walkways, bicycle paths,
parks,andrecreational spaces.
Furthermore, recommen-
dationswillbe provided for

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Returns to
DelhiAfter Key SCO Meetingin Dushanbe

NEW DELHI: Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh concluded

reflectingonthe SCO’s 25¢ye-
arjourneyandtheimperative

hisvisitto Dushanbe, Tajikistan, = for future cooperation. Onthe

on Wednesd-
ay, returning
toNewDelhi =
afterreprese-
ntingIndiaat
theShanghai
Cooperation
Organisation
(SCO) Coun-
cilofHeadsof
Government
meeting. He
was seen off at theairport by
Tajikistan Defence Minister
EmomaliSobirzoda. During
thehigherlevelgathering, Singh
engagedincrucial discussions
withmemberstatesonregional
cooperation, economic develo-
pment, enhanced connectivity,
andpressingsecurity challenges.
Asignificantannouncement
fromIndiawasits decision to
hostthefirst SCO Civilisation
Dialogue Forumlaterthis year,
invitingallmember nations
toparticipatein thisinitiative
aimed at fostering cultural
tiesand mutual understand-
ing. Singhemphasized India’s
deepesrootedfriendship with
Tajikistan andits strongbonds
with Central Asian countries,

sidelines of the summit, Singh
heldbilateralmeetings with Ta-
jikistan Prime Minister Qohir
RosulzodaandIran’sFirst Vice
President MohammadReza Aref.
Akeyfocusofhisaddress was
the urgentneed Iforacollective

anduncompromisingapproa-
chtocombatingterrorism. He
warnedthatterrorismnotonly
leadstoloss oflife
butalso disrupts
economicactivity
anddeprivesyouth
ofopportunities,
callingforanend
todoublestanda-
rdsintacklingthis
globalmenace.
Singhurged SCO
membersto dis-
mantletheentire
ecosystemsupportingterrorist
activities, stressing that there
should be no safe havens for
those who finance or support
terrorism. Earlier, healso pa-
idfloraltributesto Mahatma
Gandhiin Dushanbe.
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MinisterArunrajconducted anon-siteinspection
early thismorningregarding the precautionary me-
asurestakentopreventrainwater stagnationinthe
Thiru.Vi.Ka.Nagarzone of Chennai.

solutionsto control pollution
intheriverand protect the
naturalenvironment.
Ithasbeenstipulated that
adetailed projectreportmust
beprepared and submitted
within 30 daysfrom the date
the contractisawarded. A
draftreport,alongwithen-
gineering designsand cost
estimates, mustbe submitted
within thefirst21 days. The
finalreport, thebill of quanti-
ties,and theimplementation
planmustbe submitted wi-
thinthe subsequent 9 days.
Tender documents for this
work can be downloaded
from the website https://t-
ntenders.gov.in/. Bids may
be submitted online until
11:00 AM onNovember 3rd.
Thebids willbe opened at

12:30 PM on the same day.
The earnestmoney deposit
(EMD) forthistenderisRs.
23,000. Consultancy firms
participatingin the tender
musthaveexperiencein pr-
eparinga Detailed Project
Report(DPR)foratleastone
riverfrontdevelopment proj-
ectwithinthelastsevenyears.
Furthermore, only those
firmsthatsecureaminim-
um of 75 percent marks in
thetechnical evaluation will
be considered forselection.
Through this projectreport,
thedesignsfor development
works, costestimates,andim-
plementation strategies will
befinalized. Based on this,
stepswillbetakentoinitiate
the subsequent phasesofthe
project, thestatementnoted.

Nigeria Confirms FirstImported
EbolaBundibugyo Casein
Abuja, 44 Contacts Monitored

NIGERIA:Nigeriahasreporteditsfirstimported
case ofthe Ebola Bundibugyo virusin the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT), Abuja. Health authoritieshaveidentifi-
edandare currentlymonitoring44individualswhohad

contactwith the patient.

Thisdevelopment makes Nigeria the fifth countryto
detectthisspecificstrain of Ebolasincean outbreak was
declaredinthe DemocraticRepublicof Congo (DRC)
onMay 15,2026, as per the World Health Organization

(WHO).

The patient,awoman, recentlytraveled to Nigeria
from Uganda. Shebegan showing symptomson October
7,four daysafterherarrival,and sought medical careata
privatefacilityin Abujaon October 11. Laboratory tests
confirmed the Bundibugyovirusinfection on October
20.Sheisnowinisolationandreceiving treatment. Inves-
tigationsare ongoingtodetermine thesource ofinfection
andher completetravel history.

Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of Healthand Social We-
Ifare, alongside the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention, hasactivateditsincident management
system. Effortsareunderwayto traceadditional contacts,
andinfection prevention measuresarebeingstrengthen-

edatthemedicalfacility.

The WHO andits partnersare collaborating with
Nigerianhealth officials, providing supportfor case
investigations, contacttracing,and supplying essential
equipmentlike personal protective gear for healthcare
workers. The WHOhasurged regional countriestore-
mainvigilant, especiallyas Kenyarecentlyreported nine
caseslinkedtoanimported case. Countriesareadvised
toenhancesurveillance, ensuretesting capabilities,and
maintain preparednessfor rapid response.
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CHENNAI: Minister
Anand stated thatanyissue
reported would beresolved
within 10 minutes. Chennai
andits surrounding areas
havebeen experiencinghe-
avyrainfallover the pastfew

EnglishMorning Daily

Resolution within 10 minutes ofa
complalnt Minister Anand’s statement

e
. toassessthewaterloggingand

days. Consequently, inten-
siveeffortsareunderwayto
cleartherainwater thathas
accumulatedin T. Nagar—a
major commercialhubin Ch-
ennai—anditssurrounding
localities.

RNITNENG /2017 /71053 Dt.10.04.2017

Ministersand officials
arepersonallyinspectingthe
water&clearing operations.
Today, Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Minister E. An-

- and toured the T. Nagarbus

terminus and the internal
roadsoftheareaonascooter

theongoingreliefefforts. He
instructed officials to expe-
ditetheremoval of the water
and metwithmembersofthe
publictoheartheirconcerns.
Speakingtoreportersla-
ter, he provided details
regarding the water&cle-

N ewlndla

——  ENGLISH NEWS DAI LY

LASH

aring operations, stating:

“Followingthe Chief Minister’s
directives,wehavedeployed
30motors.

Inpreviousyears, rain-

water would remain stag-
nantontheroadsfor4to5
days; however, we are now
takingimmediateactionto
clearthe water. Governm-
entpersonnelare stationed
everywhere, and they will
reachthesiteandresolveany
reportedissue within 10 min-
utesofreceivingacomplaint”
Hesaid thisduringhisinte-
raction.

Horror in Australia: Attempted murder of female MP;
suspectarrested after running her over twice witha car

MELBOURNE: Anin-

cidentin Australia, wherea
man deliberately drove his
carintoafemale Member of
Parliamentwhile shewaslo-
adingitemsintohervehicle,
hassentshockwavesglobally.
HelenHaines(65),anindepe-
ndent Member of Parliament,

o

residesin the city of Wanga-
rattain the Australian state
of Victoria.
Thedaybeforeyesterday,in
theevening, shewasloadingit-
emsintothebackofacarparked
outsideher constituencyoffice.
At that moment, a
43&year&old man, whowas

drivingby, suddenlyacceler-
atedand struck Helen Haines
withhisvehicle. Notstopping
there, hereversed the car
andranover herasecond
timeinanattempttokillher.
Shockedbythescene, bys-
tandersrushedtothespot,
surroundingthevehicle.
Theyapprehended the
man, seized aknife he was
carrying,andhanded him
overtothepolice. MP Helen
Haines, who was crushed
between two vehiclesand
sustained severe injuries,
wasimmediately rushed to
agovernmenthospitalin
Melbourne. Sheunderwent
intensive medical treatment;

however, due to extensive
damage toone ofherlegs,
doctorshad toamputateit.

Medical teamsare con-
tinuing their efforts to save
herotherleg. Thearrested
individualhasbeenidentif-
iedasBrendanNugent (43).
Regardingthis, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese condemnedthe
incident, stating,

“Thiswasnotanaccident;
itwasadeliberateandbrutal
attack” Australid’s counter&t-
errorismpoliceare conducting
anintensiveinvestigationto
determine whetherthereis
anyterroristplotbehind the
incident.

Warden forces boys in hostel
into homosexual acts

CHENNALI: A caseunder
the POCSO (Protection of
Children from Sexual Offe-
nces) Acthasbeenregistered
againstawardenata gove-
rnment children’shomein
Royapuram, Chennai, for
sexually harassing school
studentsresidingthere.

There are also alle-
gations that he assaulted
theboyswithanironrod.
Studentsaged 15, hailingfrom
Thiruvottiyurand Aminjika-
rai,are currentlystudyingin
the 10th gradeatamunicipal
highersecondaryschoolin
Royapuram, Chennai. They
resideata government chil-

dren’shomelocatedon Surya
Narayanan Roadin Kasimedu.
Itisalleged thatthe warden,
Kumaresan, would frequen-
tlyarriveatthehostelunder
theinfluence ofalcoholand
sexuallyharassthestudents.
Hereportedlydemanded that
theboysremovetheir clothes
and coerced themintohom-
osexualacts.

A complainthasbeen
raised that, two days ago,
Warden Kumaresan woke
theboysupinthemiddleof
thenightandassaulted them
withanironrod. Furthermore,
itisalleged thatheforced the
boys tostripandattemptedto

. Duetothe persistentheavy rainfallin Chénnai,

rainwater has accumulated within the Koyambedu
vegetable, fruit,and flower market complex—one of
thelargestmarketsinAsia. This has caused signific-
anthardship forboth traders andthe general public.

Thosewho observe the fastwhilestaying at the temple are
provided withthinai maavu, lemon juice, and milkas prasadam

MADURATI: Duringthe
Kanda Sashti festival atthe
SubramanyaSwamy Templein
Thiruparankundram, thousa-
ndsoffemaledevotees observe
asix&dayfast. Traditionally,
theystay within thetemple
premises—inthedesignated
‘Sashti Mandapams’ (halls)
oropenspaces—toperform
theirreligious observances.
Toaccommodate them, the
templeadministration constr-
uctedanew ‘Sashti Mandapan’
nearthe ‘Poonga’ (park) bus

stopatacostofRs.4.50crore,
whichwasinauguratedafew
monthsago.

Thisfacility canaccom-
modate over 300 devotees.
However,itislocated 1.5km
away from the main temple.
Devoteesobserving thefast
bathe twice dailyinthe ‘Sar-
avana Poigai’ (temple tank)
and perform ‘Girivalan’ (ci-
rcumambulation of thehill).

Whilereturning to the
new Mandapam after their
circumambulation, theyare

commit sexual
actsuponthem.
Whenthe mot-
herofoneofthe
15&year&old
boysfrom Thir-
uvottiyurvisited
thehome, she |}
found herson
lookingextrem-
elydistressed;he
remainedsilent
whenshetried
toaskhimwhat
waswrong.
Thefollow-
ingevening, the
motherreturn-
edtothehomeand questioned
hersonagain. Theboythen
revealed that the warden,
Kumaresan, had subjected
him to sexual harassment.
Otherstudentsalso came
forward, tearfullyrecounting
theabusetheyhadendured.
Following this, theboy’smo-
ther confronted Warden
Kumaresanand demanded
an explanation regarding
theseincidents.
Furthermore,inafitof
rage, thewarden, Kumares-
an, slapped oneoftheboyson
the cheek. Uponlearningof
this, the parentsofthe other
childrenarrivedatthescene.

forcedtocrossrailwaytracks,
whichishighly dangerous.
Theonlyalternative—avoiding
thetracks—requirestaking
anoverpass, travelingasfaras
HarveyPatti,and then walking
backtothe Sashti Mandapam;
thisaddsasignificantdistan-
ce,causing greathardship to
the devotees. Furthermore,
thosestayingwithin the main
temple complexareprovided
with daily *prasadam*—s-
pecifically *thinai maavu*
(foxtail milletflour),lemon

Theyengagedinanarg-
umentwiththewardenand
subsequently fileda com-
plaintat the police station.
Actingon this complaint,
the Royapuram All&Wom-
en Police Station registered
acaseunderthe POCSO Act
and arrested Kumaresan.
Additionally, the policeand
officials from the Depart-
ment of Child Welfareare
conductinganinvestigation
todetermine whetherother
childrenresidingintheshelter
havebeensubjectedtosimilar
mistreatment.

Thepolicehavealsointe-
rrogated thearrested warden,
Kumaresan.

juice,and milk—which may
notbeavailabletothosestaying
atthenew, distant Mandapam.
Consequently, devoteesare
hesitantto stayatthe new
facility.
Theyarenowrequesting
thatthetempleadministration
providebattery&operated ve-
hiclestofacilitate easytravelto
andfromthenewMandapam,
andensurethatthe*prasada-
m*—*thinai maavu*,lemon
juice,and milk—isalsomade
availableatthenewlocation.

President Droupad| Murmu accmpanled by Rekha Gupta attended the Dussehra celebratlons heId
atthe Dwarka ShriRam Leela on Tuesday. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra Modi participatedinthe
Vijayadashamicelebrations held atthe Indraprastha Ramlilagrounds.
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Kovalam Beach -

CHENGALPATU:
Minister for Social Justice,
Vanniyarasu—whoisalwa-
ysaprominentfigureinthe
politicalarena—hasunve-
iledanewsideofhimselfby
takingup theadventurous
sportofsurfing.
Amidsthisbusypolitical
and official schedule, Mi-
nister Vanniyarasuvisited
Kovalam Beachin Chen-

Karnataka Home Mi-
nister Priyank Kharge
on Wednesdayques- | "
tioned the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh’s |
(RSS) claimofbeinga
cultural organisation,
askingRSS chiefMo- |
hanBhagwattoclarify &
itsnatureandalleging =
thatthe organisation
frequently commen-
tson political,economic,
defenceandforeignpolicy
matters.
Speakingtoreporters
reactingto Bhagwat's stat-
ement that “regime change
hasneitherhappenednor
willithappen,” whilereferr-
ingtoprotestsin Franceand
developmentsin Albania,
Nepaland Bangladesh,
Kharge questioned the RSS
chief’sremarks. “Itis(re-
gimechange) notpossible
becausetheyhave captured
the Election Commission,
the Election Commission-
er,thevoterlist, Form6and
Form7.Doyouexpectfree
andfairelectionsto take
placeinIndiaafter this? So,
why doesthe ChiefElec-
tion Commissionerneed
judicialimmunity? Who
isMrMohan Bhagwatto
comment? Lethim decide
whethertheRSSisacultur-

galpattudistrictyesterday
(Tuesday) morning. Dress-
edinproper protective gear,
heheadedintotheseawith
asurfboard. Navigating
throughthe massive waves,
hemanagedtomaintainhis
balance perfectlywhilesta-
ndingontheboard—afeat
thatleftonlookersamazed.
Footageand photographs
ofthe Minister’ssurfing

alorganisationora political
organisation. Theyonly
speakaboutpolitics, theec-
onomicsituation, defence
andforeign policy. Theysay
wehave to maintain close
contactswith Pakistan.
Whoarethese people? Are
they culturalinnatureor
political? Let them shed this
fakeimage ofbeingacult-
ural organisation, register
themselves,and comeinas
apolitical outfit,” Kharge
said. Ontheissueofper-
mission for the RSS’s Path
Sanchalan (route march)
inKarnataka, Kharge said,
“Inmanyplaces, theyare
sayingthattheyare going
toconductapathasancha-
lana (routemarch)andare
submittinginformationto
thepolice. Theyshould not
merelyprovideinformati-
on. Theyshould pleaseseek
permissionso thatthenec-
essaryarrangementscanbe

adventure have since gone
viralacrosssocialmedia

platformsand major news
outlets. By venturingbeyo-
ndthepolitical sphereinto

“"Whois Mohan Bhagwatto
commenton regime change?”

Priyank Kharge questlonsRSS ‘cultural’ identity

BENGALURU: """ ey T ‘W

made”
“The
policede-
partment
isnotatthe
beckand
callofthe
RSS. They
il | cannotsim-
" plyinform
\ "‘{ us,saying,
ww Wehave
givenyou
theinformation. Youmake
thenecessaryarrangemen-
ts. Wewill comeandleave’
Many people conducteve-
ntsindifferentplaces. Ifyou
seek permissionandthe
requestisfoundappropr-
iate,wewillgrant permi-
ssion. Wearenotgoingto
denyit, “hesaid. “Thesame
rulesapplytoeveryone,
includingtheRSS. The RSS
isnotabovethelaworthe
Constitution. Ifthereare
anyproblemswith theroute
marchtheyhaveproposed,
thelocalauthorities candi-
scussandresolve them. But
pleaselearntorespectthe
policedepartmentandthe
government,”headded.
Kharge further questi-
oned whetherthe RSShad
formally sought permissi-
onfortheroutemarch, “Th-
eyshouldseek permission.
Havetheywritten ‘permis-

anadventuroussportthat
resonates with theyouth,
the Minister’slatestendeav-
orhasbecomeahottopicof
discussionamongnetizens.

sion’init? Theysubmitted
itforinformation, saying,
‘Weareconductingtheeve-
ntthisway.
Pleasetakeappropriate
action’Dotheythinkthe
police personnelwork for
them? Wearethegovern-
ment. Thereisaprocedure
foreveryone,includingme.
Followthe procedure”
Separately,commen-
tingontheblastreported
inBengaluru’s Pulikeshi
Nagar, Khargesaid theinc-
identwasunderinvestigat-
ionandurged peoplenotto
speculate until the forensic
reportwasavailable.
“Itisstillbeinginvestig-
ated. Thisafternoon, wewill
gettoknow. Letussee what
itis. Ithappenedlastnight,
that’sallI cantellnow. It we-
nttothelab. Untilthen, we
willnot payattention to any
rumours. Therehavebeen
someminorinjuries.
Onepersonhasappa-
rentlysuffered burns,and
another personhasalsosu-
stained minorinjuries. We
havetakenasuomotucase
sinceit’sablast. Whether
itwasachemicalreaction,
whethertherewasanIED,
orwhateveritmaybe, we
areinvestigating. Letthe
forensicreportcome,” Kh-
argesaid.

Northeast Monsoon: Repair work on potholes
in Chenna1 roads atacost of Rs.21.80 crore

21.80crore.
Apressreleaseissuedin
thisregardstatesthefollowing:
Followingthedirectivesofthe
ChiefMinister of Tamil Nadu,
andasaprecautionarymeasure
fortheNortheast monsoon,
the Greater ChennaiCorp-
orationiscarryingoutrepair
work (patchwork) onroads

CHENNAI In| preparatlon roadsinthe Greater Chennai acrosszones 1 through 15. This
fortheNortheastmonsoon, Corporationareaisunder- includesrepairstopotholes
repairworkonpotholesacross way, withanallocationofRs. onbus&routeroads(atacost

0fRs.9.25 crore) and interior
roads(atacostofRs.12.55cr-
ore),totalinganexpenditure
ofRs.21.80crore.
Therepairsarebeingex-
ecuted using concreteand
bituminous (tar) mixtures.
Sofar, 4,691 potholesacross
zones 1 to 15havebeenfilled
andrepaired usingtheseconc-
reteandbituminousmixtures.
Theseoperationsarecurrently
ongoing, thestatementadded.
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