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PM Modi inaugurated the Chinmaya

Amrita Mahotsav conference

NEW DELHI: Prime Mi-
nister NarendraModion Fr-
idayoutlined the philosophy
behinddeclaringIndia’s 75th
yearofindependenceas Amrit
Mahotsav’, viewingitasalau-
nchingpadtoreviveancient
valueswhileadvancingtoward
adevelopednationby2047. Ad-
dressingthe Chinmaya Amrit
MahotsavGlobal Sammelanat
BharatMandapam, the Prime
Ministeremphasised thatcivil
societyparticipationiscentral

toreviving Indiasancient wi-
sdomandrealisingthevision
ofadevelopedIndiaby2047.

Unveilingthe corevision
behind thenational observa-
nce of Amrit Mahotsav, PM
Modisaid, “Aswe approac-
hedthe75thanniversary of
our nation’sindependence,
Ienvisioned thisoccasion

notonlyasaspringboard for
a‘Viksit Bharat’ butalsoasan
opportunitytorevivethatess-
enceofIndiawhichembraces
‘Amrit ideals&anIndiathat,
drawinguponthewisdomof
countless centuries, remains
deeply committed to the we-
l1&beingofhumanityacross
theages. ThatiswhyI called for

thiscelebrationtobe observed
as’AmritMahotsav”’
PMModiurgedcitizensto
stand united againstdivisive
elements, emphasising that
addressingemergingchallen-
gesandsocietaldistortionsisa
shared nationalresponsibility.
Heurgedcitizenstostand uni-
tedagainstsocietal distortions

Arrestaction against those who use
obscene language Minister Ramesh

CHENNATI: Minister
Ramesh conducted an
inspectionattheParthasa-
rathy Templein Triplicane,
Chennai. Inaninterview,
hestated: “Inover35tem-
plesacross Tamil Nadu,
*prasadam* (offerings) is
being prepared on&site.
Arrangementsarebeingmade
toensurethatthe *prasadam*
providedintemplesisofhi-
gh quality. Weare currently
implementingthisintemples
whereitisfeasible. Regarding
therains, weare conducting
asurveyacrossthestate, th-
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rough officials of the Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowments (HR&CE) De-
partment, toidentify which
templesarebeingaffected.
Asaprecautionary measure,
wehaveissuedinstructions
onhowtodrainrainwater
shoulditaccumulate.
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Wearenowmore proactive
thanbeforeinaddressingco-
mplalnts raised by the public
orreportedinthemedia. We
donotarrestanyonefor mere
criticism; arrestsare made
onlyagainstthose who use
obscene, defamatory, or disre-
spectfullanguage—including
thosewhospeak disparagin-
glyaboutthe Chief Minister.
The ‘Tamizhaga VettriKazh-
agam’ (TVK)isnotafraid of
criticism. Weareall prepared
torespond. Chief Minister
Vijay himselfis addressing
everyissue. Since our new

party cameto power, wehave
respondedtoallthe questions
raisedbyapartythathasbeen
inthelegislativeassembly for
50years. Wehavenoissue
withrespondingto criticism.
If someone uses obscene or
defamatorylanguage, wewill
certainlytakeaction. Theme-
dia, whenencounteringsuch
individuals,should askthem:
‘Whyareyouusingobsceneor
defamatorylanguage? Please
offer constructivecriticismor
presentyour political views
instead’ Thisiswhat Minister
Rameshsaid.

All party meeting onelectoral roll revision: TVK
and DMK-led alllance partles stageawalkout

CHENNAL Anall&party
meetingregardingtherevi-
sion oftheelectoral roll was
held todayatthe Secretariat.
InTamilNadu, aspecial sum-
maryrevisionoftheelectoral
rollissettocommence, with
January1,2027,asthe qual—
ifyingdate.

Aspartofthisprocess,poll- =
ingstationswillbereorganized
onNovember2,andtheinte-
grated draftelectoral roll will
bepublished on November 12.
Applicationsfor theaddition,
deletion, or correctionofna-
mesintheelectoralrollcanbe
submitted until December11.
Theseapplicationswillbe proc-
essedbyDecember28,andthe

Chief Electoral om“r. Tamil Nadu

final electoral roll will be publ
ishedonJanuary4ofnextyear.
Applications maybe subm-
itted on working daysatthe
offices of the Booth Level
Officer (BLO), the Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO),
orthe AssistantElectoral Re-
gistration Officer (AERO).
Thepublicmayalsosubmit

apphcauons during spec1alca-
mpsheldonweekends. Proofof
addressandagemustbe provi-
dedfortheinclusionofaname.
Todiscusstheseprocedures,
an all&party meeting was
held todayat the Secretariat
in Chennai, chaired by Chi-
efElectoral Officer Archana
Patnaik. Invitations were

extendedtosevenstate&le-
velparties—including TVK,
DMK, and ATADMK—aswell
assix national parties,

includingthe BJPandthe
- Congress. Duringthe meet-
ing, theruling party, TVK,
stagedawalkoutto demand
theresignation of Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. Additionally, parties
allied withor supportingthe
TVK—includingthe Congress,
VCK,and Left parties—also
walked outofthe meeting.

Following this, the DM-
K&ledalliancepartiesand the
Naam Tamilar Katchistaged
awalkoutfromtheall&party
meeting.

Maduraiturns into apond following
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MADURAI A sudden
heavydownpourin Madurai
yesterdayleftthe city waterlog-
ged, causingseverehardshipto
thepublic. With the Northeast
Monsoonintensifyingacross
TamilNadu, heavyrainlash-
edthe Maduraidistrictfrom
Thursday evening through
thenight, submerginglarge
partsofthecity.

Theintense,suddenrain-
fall—which lasted forover 4

to5hours—turnedtheentire
cityof Maduraiintoawaterl-
ogged expanse.

In the Sellurarea, floo-
dwaters entered hundreds
ofhomesalongthe 50&foot
and 60&footroads,leaving
residents in great distress
duringthenight. Similarly,
inlow&lyingareassuchas
the Mattuthavanivegetable
market, Goripalayam, Anna
Nagar, and the Periyarbus

stand, wateraccumulated to
depthsexceedingknee&level.
Keytransportarteries,incl-
udingthe ‘Garudan’ (eagle)
bridgeand variousrailway
underpasses, were compl-
etelysubmerged, bringing
vehiculartraffictoastandstill.
Asthefloodwatershaveyetto
recede, manyresidentsand
motoristsremain confined
totheirhomes, unabletostep
outeven foressential needs.

Intheaffectedareas, the
Madurai Corporation Co-
mmissionerandlocal public
representativesare overseei-
ngemergency operationsto

11 sudden heavy rain

draintheaccumulated water
usinghigh&capacitymotors.
Corporation officialshavean-
nounced thatanewdrainage
project, withanallocation of
Rs.23 crore, willsoon comm-
encetoprovideapermanent
solutiontotherecurringwa-
terloggingissuesinareaslike
the Madurairailway station
and the ‘Masf’ streets.
Meanwhile, the Meteo-
rological Departmenthas
warned thatrainisexpected
to continue across Tamil
Naduuntil October26,and
the publichasbeenadvised
toremainvigilant.

andworktoward self&reliance
asthenationmarchestoward
itscentenaryofindependence
in2047,which coincideswith
Chinmaya Mission’sown ce-
ntenaryyear.
“Timeshavechanged over
thepastfewdecades.Newchal-
lengeshaveemergedbeforethe
nation,andnewdistortionshave
appearedinsociety. Today, the
responsibilitytoaddressthese
issuesrestsuponusall. Wemust
unitesocietyagainsttheforces
thatseektodivideus. Weneed
toraiseawarenessamongour
fellowcitizensabouttheim-
portanceofself&reliance. We
mustengageeveryindividual
intheresolvetobuilda Viksit
Bharatby2047. Toachieve
thesegoals, wemustbecome
evenmoreproactive.In2047,
whenIndiamarks 100yearsof
itsindependence, Chinmaya
Missionwillalsobecelebrating
itsowncentenaryyear’ hesaid.
The Prime Minister praised
spiritual, cultural,and social
organisations for adopting
‘AmritSankalps’ duringtheir
keyorganisational milestones.
“Numerousspiritual, cultural,
andsocial organisationshave

Wemustunite society againsttheforces thatseektodivide us

embraced ‘Amrit Sankalps’
atsignificant milestonesin
theirownjourneys,andnow,
the ‘Chinmaya Mission’ has
alsojoined thisnationalend-
eavour&this AmritKaal' &as
partofthe Amrit Mahotsav;”
headded.

Prime Minister Naren-
draModishared apersonal
remembrance ofhis 1993
interaction with Swami Ch-
inmayananda, saying that
seeingandinteractingwitha
holographicprojectionofthe
reveredspiritualleadermade
him feel transported three
decadesbackintime.

Hecommended the Chi-
nmayaMissionforaligningits
75th&anniversary celebrati-
onswiththenationaljourney
of ‘Amrit Kaal’and ‘Amrit
Mahotsav,emphasisingthat
empowering youth remai-
nsatthe core of governance
andnation&building. “The
experiencelfeltinmyheart
uponarrivingheretodayhas
beenbroughttolifeevenmore
vividlythroughtheuseofmo-
derntechnologyinthisevent.
Seeingtherevered Gurudev
SwamiChinmayanandain this

form&andhavingthe
privilegeofinteracting
withhisholographic
projection&mademe
feelasthoughThadtr-
avelled 33 yearsback
intime. My meeting
with Gurudevin Va-
dodarain 1993, our
conversations, hisaffection,
andhisblessings&itall came
floodingbackbefore myeyes
today... The coreofthatconv-
ersation centred onnurturing
the power of the youth,and
through that youth power,
buildingastrongand capable
India. Afewyearsafter meeting
them, thepublic&whoareakin
tothe Divine&bestowed their
blessingsuponmetoserveas
the Chief Minister of Gujarat,”
said PM Modi.

The Prime Minister re-
flected on the significance
oftheevent, stating thatthe
Chinmaya Missionreprese-
ntsalivingvisionof Vedantic
philosophy. “Thavehad the
opportunitytodayto partic-
ipateinthe AmritMahotsav’
ofthe ChinmayaMission. Itis
atrulyuniquespiritual exper-
ience. Thisreflectsthe special

affectionandblessingsthatthe
saintshave forme. The Chin-
maya Missionisnotmerely
anorganisation;itembodies
the‘Chinmaya’ philosophy&a
visionestablished bya ‘Chin-
maya sage... Thus, thename
ofthisevent&the ‘Chinmaya
AmritMahotsav’ &beingheld
hereatBharat Mandapamis
deeplymeaningful..”

“Our education system
shouldbealigned with the
needsofanewIndia. Tothis
end, wehaveintroducedanew
National Education Policy.
Thispolicyplacessignificant
emphasisontheIndiankno-
wledgetradition,educationin
themothertongue, modern
science,andnewtechnology...
Today, the VivekanandaRock
Memorialservesasasourceof
inspirationforlakhsofvisitors
fromacrossthecountryand
theworld,”headded.

The UnionMinisterfor Finance and CdfporétéAﬁairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman attends the FSDC meeting
atVigyanBhawan,inNew Delhi

Election Commissioners lodge complaintagainst Deputy
Election Commissioner; letter sentto Cabinet Secretary

Revealed viathe Rightto Information Act

NEW DELHI: Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhuand VivekJoshihave
separately written to Cabinet
SecretaryT.V.Somanathan,
calling for action against
theElection Commission’s
senior DeputyElection Co-
mmissioner, Manish Garg.
This matter hasnow come
tolight through the Right
to Information (RTI) Act.
Opposition partiesacrossthe
countryarestaging protests
demandingtheresignation of
ChiefElection Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, alleging that
hehasbeenactingunilater-
ally. These protests, which
intensified in the national
capital, Delhi, sawthe parti-
cipation of partiesincluding
the Congressand the BJP.
The Congress partyhasalso
raised questionsregarding
electionsheld followingthe
tenureoftheofficialin question.

Theissuegainedtraction

afteran English&languagene-
wsoutletreportedthatthere
weredisagreementsbetween
ChiefElection Commissio-
ner Gyanesh Kumarandthe
two Election Commission-
ers, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and VivekJoshi, regarding
key decisions made by the
Election Commission—a
claim the Commission has
denied. Thematter hassince
garnered national attention.
Againstthisbackdrop, Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh

Sandhuand Vivek Joshihave &

separatelywritten to Cabinet
SecretaryT.V.Somanathan,
seekingactionagainst Deputy
Election Commissioner Ma-
nish Garg. Thisdevelopment
hasnowbeenuncovered thr-
oughtheRightto Information
(RTI) Act. Theletters were
written on July 29. The key
details mentioned therein
areasfollows:
Intheletterssenttothe

Cabinet Secretary, theyhave
referred to Senior Depu-
tyElection Commissioner
Manish Gargand an order
heissued toreallocate dut-
iesamongsenior officials.
Bothindividualshavealle-

gedthatthesechangeswere
implemented withoutany
prior consultation with the
Commissionortherelevant
authorities.

Theyhavestated that Ma-
nish Gargwasgivenadditional
charge oftheadministrative
divisionbecausethe Deputy
Election Commissioner, Bhanu

Prakash,had goneonleave.

Theyhavealleged that
withinhoursofassumingthis
charge, Manish Gargissued
anorderreallocating duties
amongtheofficials.

Theyhavefurtheralleged
that Manish Garg’sactions
wereinviolation oftherules.

Theyhavealsoalleged that
theyweredeniedaccesstoa
filerequested from theadm-
inistrative division,and have
demandedthatappropriate
actionbetakenagainsthim.

The Cabinet Secretary
hasrespondedtotheseletters,
acknowledgingreceiptofthe
communication regarding
Manish Garg’s work&related
matters.

However, theresponse—
providedundertheRightto
Information (RTT) Act—cont-
ainsnoinformationregarding
anysubsequentaction taken
oranyinquiryinitiatedinto
thematter.
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Today horoscope

Youwillfindjoyin purchasingitems youhave
longdesired. Marriages that were previously delayed
willnow cometo fruition. You may renovate and
expand yourancestralhome. Financial shortages
willberesolved. You can expect profitsin business
andadvancementinyour career.

Confusion willdissipate, bringing claritytof &
your mind. Youwillact with self-confidence to
completevarioustasks. By reducingextravagant
expenses, youwillincrease your savings. Aus-
picious events will take place within the family.
Bothbusinessand professionallife will flourish.

You will receive support from your family members.
4 You will find happiness in buying things that
your spouse and children desire. Atyour
workplace, itisbestto focus solely on your
own responsibilities. In business, you will
receive supportfrom your partners.

You will overcome challenges and disappointments to
achievesuccess. Itisadvisable for spouses to practice
compromise with oneanother. You will have
sufficientincome to settle your debts. Main
tainapeaceful demeanorat your workplace.
Youwillalsolearn the nuancesand intricacies
of conductingbusiness.

Youmayincurexpensesdueto your chil-

dren. Asyouareundertheinfluence of ‘Chan-

" drashtama’ (the Moonin theeighthhousefrom
your sign), avoid criticizinganyone. Refrain
from makingsudden decisionsinbusiness. You
mayneed toundertake work-related travel.

Youwill gain the strength tohandle
challenges. There willbeamoderateinflow of
money. Anancestral property (house) may
besold. Legal disputes will reacharesolution.
Inbusiness, youmayhave the opportunity to
meetinfluential people. Atyourworkplace,
youwillreceive support from your superiors.

Youwillimpress others with yourarticulateand
engagingspeech. Ego-relatedissues willberesolved,lead-
ingtogreater closenessbetweenyouand your
spouse. Youmayreplaceavehicle thathasbeen
causingyou trouble. Atwork, youwilllocatea
documentyouhadbeen searchingfor.

Y ox

Youwillreceive good news fromanother town or city.
Youwill makeimportantdecisionsafter
consultingwith your familymembers. You willE
havethesupportofyoursiblings. Inbusiness,
donotdismisstheadviceoffered by your
partners. Your reputation and standingat your workplace
willimprove.

Troubles caused by those around you will fade away. You
«-r?sxﬁ willreplace faulty electronicitems. Youmay gain
fre benefits through your spouse’srelatives. Business
willbe profitable. You willundertakea
work-related trip toanother town.

Newelectronicgoodsand decorativeitems
willarriveatyourhome. Youwillbenefitfromold ¢
friends. Misunderstandingsbetween spouses will
resolve, leadingto greaterharmony. Inbusiness,
youwillsuccessfullyattract customers. Your
professionallife will flourish.

With the Moon positioned withinyoursign,
), youmayhaveto struggle to complete planned
| tasks. Differences of opinion mayarisebetween
spouses. Payattention toyour children’s health.
Atwork, youmayberecommended foranew
position. Business will yield profits.

Negative thoughts mayarisebutwillsoon pass. Confu-
sionwill dissipate, bringing happiness to your family.
Youmayexperiencesomerunningaround due
toyour children. Plotsofland oragricultural
propertymaybesold. Inbusiness, youwill
effectivelyhandle competition.

UAE Closes UmmAl Quwain
Beaches After Tanker Oil Spill,
Cleanup Operations Underway

QUWAIN: The United Arab Emirateshastemporarily
closedallbeachesand coastal areasin Umm Al Quwain fo-
llowingasignificantoil spill detected froma tanker.

The Ministry of Climate Change and Environment
confirmed the spill, whichhasled tomarine pollutionand
noticeable oil&related odoursin Sharjah, Ajman,and Umm

1k AlQuwain.

fix Authoritiesin-
Ba - itiatedimmediate
.

containment, cle-
anup,and remedi-
ationoperationsin
o~ coordination with
< “5* variouslocaland
- federal agencies.
Whiletheodours
havebeendetected, the Ministryhasassured residents that
thesedonotposehealthrisks. The closure of beachesisa
precautionarymeasuretoensure publicsafetyand protect
the delicate marine environment.

Technicalteamsare currently conductingassessments
todeterminetheextentofthepollutionanditsimpacton
the marine ecosystem. Cleanup effortsarein fullswingto
minimize environmental damage. Residents, particularly
fishermenandotherseausers,are urged to follow official
instructionsand avoid affected areas.

The Ministryemphasizes obtaining information from
official channelsto preventthe spread of misinformationand
hascommitted to providingregular updates on the situation.

Thesetemporary closuresand ongoingenvironmental
assessmentsare crucial stepsto contain thespill, safeguard
coastal ecosystems, and ensure thelong&termhealth of the
affected regions. Furtheractionswillbe decided based on
the findings of the ongoing technical evaluations.
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Intensification of Northeast Monsoon: CM Vijay
Holds Consultations with District Collectors

CHENNAIL: With -
theonsetandintensifi-
cation ofthe Northeast
Monsoonin TamilNadu,
thestate governmenthas
ramped up precautio-
narymeasures. In this
context, Chief Minister
Vijay visited the State
Emergency Operation
Centreofthe Department
of Disaster Managementat
Ezhilagamin Chennaiyes-
terday. During his visit, he
reviewed the precautionary
stepstakenindistrictsacross
thestate, excluding Chennai.
Healsoinspectedtheintegr-
ated multi&hazard monitor-
ingsystemestablishedatthe
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centre. Subsequently,

ChiefMinister Vijayheld
avideo conference with the
District Collectors of regions
for which the Meteorological
Departmenthasissued wa-
rnings of extremely heavy
rainfall.

Heinstructed the Collect-
orstoensurethatrobustsafety

um ﬁlaﬁ]iﬂl AFUAT

arrangementsareinplaceto
preventanylossoflife due
toheavyrainsandflooding.
Furthermore, the ChiefMin-
isterreviewed the call centre
forreceiving public griev-
ances, the communication
infrastructure facilitating
coordinationbetween gover-
nmentdepartments,and the

>

technical unitresponsible
for monitoring weather
forecasts.

Atthattime, itisessent-
ialtocontinuouslymonitor
weather conditionsand
= workin coordination with

L

: — districtadministrations
!:‘l andrelevantdepartments.

Chief Minister Vijayin-

structed that preventive
measuresbe takenimmed-
iately,based on earlywarn-
ings, to safeguard thelives
and property of the public.
Presentduringthisreview
wereRevenue Minister K.A.
Sengottaiyan, ChiefSecreta-
ryM. Saikumar, and various
governmentofficials.

Karthika (NTK)and 8 others released

from Connbatore prison

COVALI: Nineindividuals,
including Karthika—thestate
coordinator ofthe women’s
wing of the Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK)—wererelea-
sedfrom Coimbatoreprison
this morning (Oct 23). It is
noteworthythat the courthad
grantedthem bail yesterday.
On October4, duringtheby-
erelection campaign for the
Dharapuram assembly con-
stituency, actor Vijay (leader
ofthe TVK) was conducting
avehicle&based campaign

Meanwhile, the vehicle

X 4 carrying Vijay began appr-

insupportofhisparty’scan-
didate, Sathyabama. Shortly
before Vijay was scheduledto
arriveinanareacalled Veera-
chimangalam, Karthika—the
NTK candidate—arrived at
thelocation with her suppo-

oachingthearea. A casewas

subsequently registered in

'} connectionwiththisincident.

Furthermore, followingthe
removal ofa banner during
theelection campaign, NTK
members—led by Karthika—

- stagedaprotestbysurrounding
Wl the policestation; acasewas

registered against her in this
matter as well. On October
20, policearrested Karthika at
herresidencein Coimbatore.
Thearrest, whichtook placein
the early hours of the morni-
ng—withpolicetakingherin

rtersaspartofavehiclerally.  for questioningwhileshe was

Citingsecurity concerns, police
officersstationedthere for the
actor’svisitinstructedthegro-
up totakean alternativeroute.
A heated argument ensued
between the NTK members
andthepolice.

stillin her nightwear—drew
significant criticism. In total,
12membersofthe NTK, inclu-
dingKarthika, werearrestedin
connectionwith these events.
Leadersfromvariouspolitical
parties, including NTK Chief

Coordinator Seemanand DMK
President Stalin, condemned
thearrestof Karthika. Following
thearrests, thepolice produced
the NTK members before the
court, after which they were
remandedto judicial custody
andlodgedinthe Coimbatore
Central Prison.

Subsequently, all 12 indi-
vidualsfiledbail applications
atthe Dharapuram Judicial
Magistrate Court. The hea-
ring for these petitions took
place yesterday, and Judge
Uma Maheswarigranted bail
tonine of them, including
Karthika and her husband,
Muruga Chandrakumar.
Followingthis, the nine indi-
viduals, including Karthika,
were released from the Coi-
mbatore Central Prison this
morning. They weregiven an
enthusiastic welcome by fellow
NTK members.

AutomaticBrakinginAllCarsto
Prevent Road Accidents

Central Government Decides to Make It Mandatory from 2030

NEW DELHI: The Cent-
ralGovernmenthasdecided
tomakeautomaticbraking
systemsmandatoryinallcars
startingfrom2030, with theaim
ofpreventingroadaccidents.
The Central Governmentis
taking various measuresto
reduceroadaccidentsacross
thecountry.

Aspartofthisinitiative,
thegovernmenthasdecidedto
mandatecertainsafetyfeatures
underthe Advanced Driver Ass-
istance Systems(ADAS)for cars.
Accordingtoreports, the
Central Governmenthasde-
cidedtomakethe Advanced
Emergency Braking System
(AEBS)mandatoryforallnew

carmodelsfrom October2030.
For existing carmodels cu-
rrentlyin production, the
AEBSwillbecomemandatory
startingfrom October2032.
A draftnotification detailing
thetimelinesforthese ADAS
safetyfeaturesisexpected to
bereleasedsoon.
Itisalsonotedthatsignif-
icantemphasiswillbeplaced

onincorporatingthesesafety
featuresinto commercial ve-
hicles. Accordingly, systems
suchasblind&spotmonitoring,
driver drowsiness detection
andalerts,andlane depar-
ture warning systems have
beenmademandatory. ADAS
(Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems)isasuite of over 100
electronictechnologies de-

signed toenhance safety by
identifyingpotentialhazards,
alertingthedriver,and—in
someinstances—automati-
callycontrollingthebrakesor
steeringto preventacollision.
Currently,somecarsarealready
equipped with ADASfeatures.
The AEBS (Advanced Emerg-
encyBraking System) detects
animpending collision with
anothervehicleoranobstacle
andautomaticallyappliesthe
brakesifthedriverfailstotake
appropriateaction, thereby
preventinganaccident.
Itisreportedthat, starting
fromJanuary2027,newmo-
delsoftrucksand buses will
beequipped withthe AEBS.

No Physical Education Directorsin 97 Government Colleges

CHENNAL Outofthe 188 gov-
ernment collegesin Tamil Nadu, 97
currentlyhave vacantpositions for
Physical Education Directors.

Arequesthasbeenmadetothe
governmenttofillthesevacancies

immediately.

Inastatementissued yesterday, So.
Suresh, General Secretary ofthe Gov-
ernment College Teachers’ Associati-
on,notedthatthereare 188 governm-
entcollegesin Tamil Nadu, comprisi-
ng181lartsandsciencecollegesand?

collegesofeducation.

Hepointed outthatin97
oftheseinstitutions—re-
~ presenting50 percentof
thetotal—theposts of Ph-
= ysical Education Director
haveremainedvacantfor
severalyears.
! Heurgedthegovern-
menttofill thesepositions
withoutdelay. Furthermore, he emp-
hasized thatfundsshouldbealloca-
tedannually for the development of
sportsingovernmentcolleges.
Additionally, herequested theapp-
ointmentof dedicated coachesfor
studentsingovernmentcollegeswho
showaninterestinsports. Stude-
ntsundergoingtrainingshouldbe
provided with snacks. The govern-
mentshouldallocate fundsto cover
the costs of taking studentsto sports
competitionsheldatother colleges,

DemandtoFill

organizi

Xt,amee

2:00PM

Vacancies

ngsportsfestivalsand tour-

naments,and purchasingnecessary
sportsequipment.

Ifthe governmentallocatesaspecific
budget for sportsdevelopmentin go-
vernmentcollegeseveryyear, studen-
tsfromunderprivileged backgrounds
willbeableto excelinsports—thisis
whathasbeenstated. Inthisconte-

ting of physical education

directors, chaired by the Minister for
Higher Education, P. Viswanathan,
isbeingheldtoday (October23)at

onthe University of Madras

campusto discusssportsdevelopme-
ntinitiativesin governmentcolleges.
Themeetingwillbeattended by the
Secretary ofthe Higher Education
Department, DheerajKumar;the Co-
mmissioner of Collegiate Education,
P.Ponnaiah;and the Regional Joint
Directors.

s
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RarePinkDoIphinsSpotted
Leapinginthe SeaoffOman

Two rare pink dolphins have been
spotted lTeaping and swimming off the co-
astof Oman. Avideo of the encounteris
currently goingviral onsocial media.
Last week, a group of tourists onaboat
trip near the popular Qantab Beach in
Muscat, the capital of Oman, observed
a pod of common grey doTphins swimming
in the sea. Among themwere two rare,
entirely pink dolphins, which were
seen Teaping through thewater. The
tourists, amazed by the sight, captu-
red the moment on their mobile phones.
The video, recorded by the tourists, 1is
spreading rapidly across the internet.
WhiTe pink dolphins are typically ass-
ociatedwith freshwater river systems
Tike the Amazon, their appearance in
thewaters off Oman has generated great
excitement among marine enthusiasts.
Commenting on the sighting, marine 1ife
experts stated, “These are 1ikely ‘Ind-
o&Pacific humpback dolphins.’ Although
they are born grey, they can turnpink as
they mature—a change that may be Tinked
toagingor shifts inblood flownear the
skin’s surface, which helps the an1'ma1 s
Kegu1ate their body temperature.

dth short-term tendenssued
forelectricity procurement
fromthe open market

Chennai: The Electricity Board hasissued its fourth
short-term tender for the procurement of electricity
fromthe open market. It plansto procure4,900 mega-
watts (MW) of power for the period from November to
January.

Thetender specifiesthe procurementof 1,400 MW in
November,700 MW in December,and 2,800 MW in Jan-
uary. Electricityisbeing procured from the open market
toaddress power shortages.

— = e o\ =
The municipaladministration hasintroduced a
floating device equipped withamodern camera at
Kodaikanal Lake topreventcrimes.

Trumudi' bags made from free dhotis
provided by the Tamil Nadu govern-
mentsold for Rs. 300t Sabarimala

PUDUPETTAI: Navaneethakrishnan (35),aresident
of Anguchettipalayam near Panrutiin Cuddaloredistrict,
recentlytraveled to the Sabarimala Ayyappa Temple with
hisfriends. Enroute,atashop in Pamba—operated by the
Keralagovernment’s Devaswom Board—Navaneethakri-
shnanandhiscompanions purchased bagsused for carry-
ingthe Trumudi’ (thesacredbundle carried by pilgrims).
! Thepilgrimswereshocked
| todiscover thatthesebags
hadbeen fashioned fromthe
J freedhotisdistributedbythe
| TamilNadu governmentto
ration cardholders during

the Pongal festival.
£87 Thefabricborethe Tamil
%u,m:f:;""pﬂ iy Nadugovernmentsemblem,
G e alongwiththeinscription
:.'% w0 s ﬂ%"’) 8 P

“Pongal 2025, detailsreg-
ardingthedhotiandsaree
distributionscheme,areg-
istration number, product
category, batchnumber,and
thenameoftheagency—the
TamilNadu Textile Corporation. Each ‘Trumudi’bagwas
soldforRs.300. Pilgrimshaveraised questionsabouthow
dhotis, provided free of costby the Tamil Nadu government
tothepoorandneedy,ended up forsaleinashoprunbythe
Keralagovernment.

Theyhavedemanded athoroughinvestigationinto
whetherthese free dhotis weresold offinbulk.
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SOIPIHTG AT
GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

Ataneventheldatthe Secretanat in Chennal ChlefMlmeruay handed over

agovernmentorderforthe provision of45 kilograms of ‘Jaipogal’ (second-grade)
sandalwood, supplied free of cost, tothe Nagore Dargah.

CMcongratulatesathletesfromTNforwinning

Incentiveo
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goldandbronzemedalsat the AsianPara Games
Rs.1.65croreannouncec
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CHENNATI: Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin hasextended
his congratulationstoathletes
from Tamil Nadu—Solairaj
Dharmaraj (whowongold),
and Naveen Sivakumar, Ma-
nishaRamadass,and Nithya
Sre (whowonbronze)—atthe
Asian ParaGames. Hehasalso
announcedatotal incentive
ofRs. 1.65 crore for them.
Inastatementissued regar-
dingthis, hesaid:

“Iextend my heartfelt
congratulationsto the Ind-
ianteam thatwonabronze
medalin the mixed doubles
(SL3&SUS5 category) inbad-
mintonatthe 5th Asian Para

Games currentlybeingheld
inJapan, and to Manisha
Ramadass, the athlete from
Tamil Naduwho waspartof
thatteam.

Similarly, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations
totheIndian team thatwon
thebronze medalin the mi-
xed doubles SH6 category
inbadminton,as wellasto
Nithyasree, theathlete from
Tamil Naduwho waspartof
theteam. Tohonortheachie-
vementsoftheathletesfrom
Tamil Nadu—Manishaand
Nithyasree—whowon me-
dalsin this competition, the
Governmentof Tamil Nadu

Trump Demands llhan Omar
Resignation Over Name Controversy,
Cites Fox News Report

USA:Former USPresident Donald
Trump hascalled fortheimmediate
resignation of Congresswoman Ilhan
Omar, whorepresents Minnesota’s
5th District. Trump’s demand stems
fromaFox Newsreportsuggesting
Omar’srealnameis ‘Tlhan Nur Said
Elmi, not Tlhan Omar; thenameshe
usedtobeelected.Inaposton Truth Social, Trump claim-
ed, “Itwasjustrevealed thatIlhan Omar’snameisnotIlhan
Omar...butrather, it’sanentirely differentname, Ilhan Nur
Said Elmi” Hefurtheralleged thatherlastnameisthesame
asherbrother, Ahmed Nur Said Elmi, whom shewasaccused
of marrying. Trump implied this constitutes fraud and that
sheshouldresign from Congressimmediately.

Omar’soffice hasstronglyrefuted these claims, stating
toFoxNews Digital, “Thisis completely false. [lhan Omaris
herrealname?” The controversyintensified after FoxNews
reported that U.S. District AttorneyJeanine Pirroreferredto
the Congresswomanas Tlhan Nur Said Elmia/k/aIlhan Ab-
dullahiOmar’inamotionrelated toafederal search warrant
forOmar’shome. Homeland Security Investigations (HSI)
searched Omar’s Washington, D.C.,home on October 13 as
partofan ongoingfederal criminalinvestigation focusing
onherimmigration paperwork. Omar criticized theraid as
an “outrageousabuse of power” and anattemptby Trump’s
administration tointimidate political opponents. Asthe
USmidtermelectionsapproach, this controversyaddsto
thepolitical tensions surrounding the Congresswoman.

Pension for 6,500 elderly
individuals discontinued

Madurai: In Madurai district, the pensions of6,500 el-
derlyindividuals have been suspended because they have
notlinked their Aadhaar cards with their bank accounts,
forcingthem to make frequent tripsto the Collector’s office.
Thegovernment provides a monthly pension of Rs. 1,200 to
theelderly. Many havenotreceivedtheir paymentsfor the pa-
sttwomonths, leadingthem tovisit the Taluk and Collector’s
officesinsearchofanswers. Atthegrievanceredressalcellinthe
Collector’soffice, 20to 25 people arrive daily to inquire about
their missingpension payments. Many havefailedtolink their
Aadhaar cards—whichare connectedto their mobile numbe-
rs—withtheir bank accounts.

Officials explained that the pensions have been su-
spended because the Central government has made it
mandatoryto link Aadhaar cards with allbank accounts.
Officials statedthat 1.53 lakh peoplein Madurai district receive
financial assistancefrom the Central and Stategovernments.
Thisgroupincludes 53,000 elderlyindividuals, 29,000 widows,
and 1,500 persons withdisabilities, with theremainderreceiving
various other forms ofgovernment assistance. Inthe district,
6,500individuals haveyettolink their Aadhaar cardsto their
bank accounts. Officials notedthat those who have completed
thelinkingprocessreceive their paymentswithout delay.

‘ )

will provide anincentive of
Rs.30lakhtoeachofthem.
Iwishthem continued suc-
cessinthefuture, bringing
turther glorytoboth Tamil

\ l NaduandIndia.

This was stated by
the Chief Minister.
Likewise, the Chief Minister
hasextended his congratula-
tionsto the Indian team that
wonthebronze medalinthe
mensdoublesbadmintonev-
ent,whichincluded Naveen
Sivakumar,an athlete from
Tamil Nadu.

In recognition of his
achievement, the Chief
Minister hasannounced
anincentive of Rs. 30lakh.
Furthermore, the Chief Mi-
nister has congratulated So-
lairaj Dharmaraj,anathlete
from Tamil Nadu who won
the gold medalin the men’s
longjump,and hasannou-
nced thatthe Government
of Tamil Nadu will provide
anincentive ofRs.75lakhto
honorhisaccomplishment.

thatis the Congress”-PMModi’s criticism

NEW DELHI: “There
arecertainmovementsthat
seektobringaboutsystemic
reforms. Suchmovementsare
essentialinademocracy;their
objectiveistoeffect change.

However, thevoicesof th-
esemovementsarebeinglost
becauseofthe ‘parasite’ thatis
the Congress,” stated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Opposition partiesarecurr-
ently staging protestsacross
the country,demandingthe
resignation of Election Co-
mmissioner Gyanesh Kumar
inconnection with the ‘SIR’
(Election Commission&re-
lated) issue.
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Theprotestsintensified
inthenational capital, Delhi.

Opposition parties, in-
cludingthe Congress,along
with organizationslike the
CJP (Citizensfor Justiceand
Peace), participatedin these
demonstrations. Againstthis
backdrop, Prime Minister
Modi’sremarkshavedrawn
significantattention. Speaking
ataconferenceorganized by
aprivatemediaoutlet, Prime
Minister Modi said, “The
Congress partyhasbecomea
parasite. Itabsolutely detests
seeingothers progress. The
Congresshaslostthe capacity
forindependentthought;its

ideologyhasbeen completely
hijacked by ‘urban Naxals’
Thereare many capable, yo-
ungparliamentariansinthe
opposition—wehaveseenin
Parliamentthattheywish to
presenttheirviewsand crit-
iquethegovernment.

Yet, the Congress pa-
rty does not even allow
Parliament to function.
The Congressactsthiswayto
ensurethatnooneelsegetsan
opportunity,andsolelytokeep
oneparticularindividualin
thespotlight. Thatsameind-
ividualeven goesabroadand
engagesinactionsthatinsult
thenation, goingsofarasto

appealto fore-
ign powers to
interveneinour
nationalaffairs.
Alleffortsbythe /
Congresstopr- ' {
ojectthisone
individualhavefailed. There
are certain movements that
seektobringaboutsystemic
reforms—such movements
areessentialinademocracy,
astheir goalistoeffectpositive
change. However, thevoices of
thesemovementsarestifled by
the ‘parasitic’ Congressparty.
Letthe Congresspartyinvite
itsowndestruction;thatisits
ownaffair.
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“The voices of movements are being lost due tothe ‘parasite’

Butin their desperate
attempt to save their own
family, theyarenow calling
into question India’s ach-
ievements and progress.
Inreality, thisfamilyhasbec-
omeaburden onthe Congress
party. Seniorleaders within
thepartyarewellawareofthis
—theyhaveevenconfidedas
muchtous—yettheychoose
toendureitandremainsilent,”
Prime Minister Modi stated.

Doctorsshould alsoembodyhumanism Anappeal by
Legislative Assembly Speaker] C.D. Prbhakar

CHENNAL: Legislative
Assembly Speaker].C.D.
Prabhakar stated thatdoct-
orsshould notmerelyactas
saviorsofhumanlife, butsho-
uldalsoembodyhumanism.
Anawarenesseventfor ‘Wo-
rld Trauma Day’ was held
yesterdayat MIOT Intern-
ational Hospital,located in
Manapakkam near Guindy,
Chennai. Theevent, presided
overbythehospital’s Man-
aging Director, Dr. Prithvi
Mohandas, wasinaugurat-
ed by Legislative Assembly
Speaker].C.D. Prabhakar.
Emergencymedicinespecial-
istsand medical professionals
participatedintheevent.

Earlier, thehospital’s fo-

under, Dr.P.V.A.Mohandas,
presentedamementoto].C.D.
Prabhakar. The hospital’s
Chairperson, Mallika Mo-
handas, was also present.
Speakingattheevent, Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker
J.C.D.Prabhakarremarked:
“The Government of Tamil
Naduistakingvariousmea-
surestoimprove the medical
sector” Inparticular, efforts
arebeingmadeto completely
addresstheshortcomingsin
governmenthospitals.
Once, whenIwastraveling
inacarwithformer ChiefMi-
nister MGR, wesaw pedestr-
ianswaitingtocrosstheroad.
Ourdriver continued drivi-
ngwithout payinganyheed

tothem. MGRimmediately
reprimanded thedriverand
instructed him thateveryo-
nemustrespecttrafficrules.
The current Chief Minister,
Vijay, shares this same qu-
ality—muchlike MGR. He
ensuresthatnovehiclesare
stoppedalonghisroute, so
thatthe publicisnotinconv-
enienced by hismovement.
Nooneelse has ever taken
such aninitiative before.
Anaccidentdoesnotaffect
justoneindividual;itimpacts
theirentire family—both ps-
ychologicallyand financially.

Everyone should be mi-
ndfulofthisandactaccordi-
ngly. The medical profession
isnoble;doctorsshould not

Powerful Earthquakein Tibet
16 Dead; 300 Houses Destroyed

BEIJING: A powerful
earthquakestruckthe Tibet
AutonomousRegionin China
lastnight, claiming 16lives.
Accordingto Chinese st-
atemedia, 32 other peop-
lehave sustained injuries.
The earthquake occurred
at10:33 PM ata depth of
11milesinahigh&altitude
mountainousarea east of
Nagqu, Tibet. Registering

7.0 ontheRichterscale, the
tremor has caused exten-
sivedamagein theregion.
Morethan 300 houses coll-
apsed,reducedtorubbleby
thetremors.
Thisisconsidered one of
themostsevere earthquakes
tohittheareainthelastfive
years. Ashomesandbuildings
shookviolently, residents fled
inapanic, seekingrefugeinthe

streetsorinside theirvehicles.
The main earthquake was
followedbyaseries of smaller
aftershocks, furtherfueling
fearamongthe public.
Firefightersandrescue
teams have rushed to the
affected areasto carryout
reliefoperations, with efforts
currentlyunderwaytolocate
andrescueanyone who may
betrapped underthe debris.

Following the earthquake,
train services passing thr-
oughtheregionhavebeen
temporarily suspended.
Additionally, the China Ea-
rthquake Administration
hasimmediatelyactivateda
Level2emergencyresponse.

Rescueoperationsand
assessments of the damage
arebeingintensifiedinthe
affected areas.

Suicide Case of Instagram Influencer

YouTuber Arrested and Remanded
to 15 Days of Judicial Custody

ALANTHUR: YouTu-
berJason Samuel hasbeen
remandedto 15 daysofjud-
icial custodyin connection
with the suicide case of In-
stagraminfluencer Harish.
Harish (27), aresident of
Nagathamman Streetin Ka-
nathur, near Chennai, wasa
YouTuberwhopostedvideos
onInstagramregardingfina-
ncialinvestmentsand savings.
Originallyfrom Puducherry,
hehadover 1.3 million follow-
ersonhisInstagramaccount.
Itisreported thatanonline
conflictarose between him
and another Instagramin-
fluencer.

Thelatterallegedlyposted
videos criticizing Harish’s
content, which subsequently
led otherstoalso post defa-
matoryremarksabouthim.
Distressed by these events,
Harish diedbysuicidebyha-
nginghimselfathishomeon
the 19th,whennooneelsewas
present. The Kanathur police
haveregisteredacaseandare
conductinganinvestigation.
Harish’s father, Vinayag-
am, filed a complaint at
the Kanathur police stat-

ion, stating the following:
Onthe18th,a YouTuberfrom
Puducherrynamed Jason
Samuel (30) posted baseless
allegations of fraud against
HarishacrosshisIn-
stagram, Facebook,
and YouTube channels.
Usinghisinfluenceon
social media, Samuel
spread falseinform-
ationabout Harish,
publiclyhumiliated
him,andengagedin
onlineharassment. Asaresult,
Harish’s Instagram account
wassuspended, which caused
him severe mental distress.

Furthermore,inapostma-
debeforehissuicide, Harish
stated thatJason Samuel was
thereason forhisdecisionto
takehisownlife. Healleged
thatJason Samuelhad dema-
ndedRs.3crorefromhimand
threatenedthat,ifthemoney
werenotpaid,hewould shut
down hissocial mediaacc-
ounts—and thatevenifhe
wereto createnew ones, those
toowould be taken down.
Thiswas mentioned in the
complaint.

Following this, the Kana-

thurpolice,whohadinitially
registered the caseasa “sus-
piciousdeath,’ reclassified
itunderthesectionfor “abe-
tmenttosuicide” Consequ-

ently,acasewasfiled against
Jason Samuel for spreading
defamatory contentabout
Harishandabettinghis su-
icide. The Kanathur police

tracked him down in Pud-
ucherry, wherehehadbeen
hiding,and have taken him
into custody for questioning.
Meanwhile, YouTuber Jason
Samuel, whowasarres-
< tedin connection with
thesuicide of Instagram
"1} | personality Harish, has

¥ beenremandedto 15
daysofjudicial custody.
Jason,whowasarrested
based onacomplaintfiled
byHarish’sfather—alle-
gingthathehadabetted the
suicidebyposting defamatory
videos—wasproducedbefore
the courtand subsequently
sentto prison.

Aralnwaterdralnage project, designed atacostof

Rs.22croretopreventwaterloggingonthe Chennai
Airportrunway during therainy season, has stalled
duetoadelayintheallocation of funds by the Air-

portsAuthority of India.

merelyactassaviorsoflives,
butalsoasupholders ofhuma-
nity, hestated. Speakingatthe
event, Dr. Prithvi Mohandas
said, “Unexpected accidents
canleaveanyone completely

118,

devastated.
Toavoidsuchaccidents,
one must followroad safety
rules. Furthermore, every-
oneshouldensuretheyhave
accidentinsurance.”

mil ]
Inobservance ofthefoundlng day ofthe RSS ar-
rangements have beenmadetoholdralliesinseven
locations across Chennai—including Korattur, Per-
ambur, and Chromepet—on October 25th.
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MegaJob Farin Srirangam Constituency
Invitationfrom Minister Ramesh

TRICHY: A megajobfairisset totakeplacetomorrowin
the Srirangam Assembly constituency. Inlight of this, Minister
Rameshhasextended aninvitationtotheyouth. Inapostonthe
platform X (formerly Twitter), the Minister for Hindu Religious
and Charita ble Endowments, Ramesh, stated the following:
“Undertheeffectivegovernanceofthe ChiefMinister of Tamil
Nadu, S. Joseph Vijay, many youngpeoplesubmittedrequests
seekingemployment opportunities duringthe publicgrievance
redressalcamps heldin the Srirangam Assembly constituency
overthepastfewmonths.

Tofulfilltheserequests and improve the li velihoods of
theyouth, amegajobfairis beingorganizedin the Srirang-
am Assembly constituency. Various leading companies will
participatein this fair, which is designed to benefit not only
theyouth and graduates from the Srirangam constituency
butalsothosefromacross theentire Tiruchirappallidistrict.
Icordiallyinviteeveryonetotakeadvantageofthisuniqueopportun-
ity—onethatwillenrichyour future—tosecureemploymentandpr-
ogressinlife! Letusprovideopportunitiesfor thedreamsofouryouth!
Let us create jobs and build a prosperous future!”
Thisiswhat has been statedin thepost.

Passenger Cooperation Essential
for Cleanlinessat Railway Stations

MADURALI: “Passenger cooperationisessential for ma-
intaining cleanlinessatrailway stations,” stated Divisional
RailwayManager (DRM) Om Prakash Meenaduringaclea-
nlinessawarenesseventheldatthe Madurairailway station.
Speakingontheoccasion, henoted that cleaning ope-
rationsarebeingcarried outusingmodern machinery
at 16 railway stations within this division. Following the
introduction of ‘bio&toilets’ in train coaches, human
wasteisnolonger found on the railway tracks. In maj-
ortrains, asystemhasbeenimplemented within these
bio&toilets that uses pressurized water for cleaning.
Coachesarealso cleaned whilein transitby mobile cleaning
crews, whileautomated machineryisused for cleaningat
maintenance depots. Complaintsregarding cleanliness
areaddressed through platformssuchas ‘Rail Mitra’and
‘RailMadad.

Thefineforlittering or dirtyingrailway station premises
hasbeenincreased toX1,000. Heemphasized that the co-
operation of passengersisvital to maintaining cleanliness
atthestations.
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WE MUST ENCOURAGE OUR GIRLS
TO PLAY SPORTS — BUT ONLWY
ONLINE FOR THEIR SAFETY

The 60th meetlng ofthe Cauvery Water ManagementAuthority |stak|ng place
in Delhitoday. Invitations have been extended to the four states to participate
inthis meeting.

Polish PM Tuskin Bengaluru, Meets CM Shivakumar
Explores Collaboration Opportunities

KARNATAKA: Polish
Prime Minister Donald Fr-
anciszek TuskarrivedinBe-
ngalurutoday, meeting with
Karnataka ChiefMinister D.

K. Shivakumar. State Mi-
nister Priyank Kharge and
other cabinetmemberswere
alsopresentatthehigh&level
discussion.

Leadingadelegation of
approximately 100 Polishbu-
sinessleaders, Prime Minister
TusK’s visitaims to identify
and foster newavenues for
collaboration, particularly
within Karnataka’sburgeo-
ning technologyandspace
sectors. Thisvisitfollowsear-
lierdiscussionsin New Delhi,
wherePoland’s Financeand
Economy Minister, Andrzej
Domanski, emphasized the
significant potential for ex-
pandingtradeandbusiness
cooperationbetween Poland

andIndia.

Minister Domanskihad
previously highlighted that
Prime Minister Tusk held
crucial meetings with Indian
politicalleaders,includinga
productivediscussion with
Prime Minister Modi, alo-
ngside engagements with
prominentbusinessfigures.
Henoted thatthe Polish del-
egation, comprisingleaders
from their spaceandITin-
dustries, specifically chose
Bengalurutodeepentieswith
India’svibrantinformation
and communicationstech-
nology (ICT) sector.

Bothnationsareexperi-
encingrobusteconomicgro-
wth, with Poland recognized
asEurope’sfastest&growing
economyandIndiaasoneof
theworld’sfastest.

This shared trajectory
presentsastrongfoundation

forenhancedbilateraltrade,

whichhasalreadyseen
aremarkable 192% increase
between2013and 2025, cli-
mbingfrom USD 1.95billion
toUSD 6.36 billion. India’s
primary exportsto Poland
include textiles, chemicals,
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“Government proactive on citizens’concerns”: Union

MinisterRijijuons

NEW DELHI: Union
Minister of Parliamentary
AffairsKirenRijijuonFriday
saidthegovernmentremains
proactiveinaddressingthe
concernsofIndian citizens,
addingthatstranded Umrah
pilgrimshadreturnedsafely
toIndiawhileassistance was
being provided to thosestill
awaitingtheirreturn.Inapost
onX, Rijijusaid thatmorethan
10,000 other Umrah pilgrims
hadreturnedtoIndiaearlier.

“Thegovernmentisalways
proactive on theissuesand
concernsofIndian citizens.
Thestranded Umrah pilgr-
imshavereturnedto India
safely,inaddition to more
than 10,000 normal Umrah
pilgrimswhohavereturned
earlier. Remaining Umrah
pilgrimsarebeingassisted,’
Rijijuwrote. The ministeralso
shared contactdetailsof the
24&hour controlroomsatthe
Embassy of Indiain Riyadh
and the Consulate General
ofIndiainJeddahtoassist
pilgrimsrequiringsupport.

The Embassy of India

pharmaceuticals,and engin-
eeringgoods, whileimports
from Poland feature machi-
nery, electrical equipment,
and precisioninstruments,
reflectingadiverseand gr-
owingeconomic partner
ship.

"Government must stop schools from becoming
arenas for caste-based hatred”; Udhayanidhi

CHENNALI: Leaderofthe
Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin has urged the Tamil
Nadu government to take
immediateactionto prevent
schoolsfrombeingturnedinto
arenasfor caste&based hatred.
InapostontheplatformX,
hestated:

“Istrongly condemn this
‘dummy’ (ineffective) gove-
rnment for failingtoarrest

allthoseresponsibleforthe
suicide ofa 15&year&old
studentfroman oppressed
community—a tragedy
triggered by caste&based
discriminationataschool

in Coimbatore. Whenasked |
abouthisdietaryhabitsatsc- ¥

hool, thestudentmentioned
thathe consumedbeef, follo-
wingwhichhewassubjected
to caste&based abuse.

Dlstressed by th-
is, he took his own life.”
“While thepolicehaveregist-
eredacasefollowingprotests

bythe DMK, progressive
organizations, and the
student’s parents and
relatives, theymustnow
arresteveryonerespo-
nsibleforhisdeath. The
government must take
immediate stepstoen-
surethatschoolsdonot
becomebreeding grounds
for caste&based hatred,” he
added.

Woman hacked to death afterintruders break into
home nearSathankuIam two girls abducted

THOOTHUKUDI: A
shockingincidentoccurred
near Sathankulam early this
morningwhenunidentified
individualsbrokeintoahouse,
hackedamothertodeath,and
abducted twoyounggirls. The
Sathankulam policelaunched
asearch forthegirls,whohave
sincebeenrescued.

Thepoliceareconducting
anintensiveinvestigationto
determinewhether thegirls
were abducted following
the murder, and whether
the crime was committed
byanindividual oragang.
Muthukrishnanandhiswife,

Mary Vijila, resided with their
familyin Muduloor village,
near Sathankulam.
Earlythismorning, unid-
entified assailantsbrokeinto
theirhomeandlaunchedan
attack. Mary Vijilawashacked
todeathwithamachete, while

Muthukrishnanandhisson
sustainedsevereinjuries. The
abductionofthetwogirlshas
caused widespread shock.
The Sathankulam police
recoveredthebodyofthede-
ceased, Mary Vijila,and have
begunaninvestigation.

Muthukrishnan and
hissonhavebeen admitted
toahospital for treatment.
Thetwo 15&year&old girls,
whohadbeenabducted, ha-
vebeen foundandrescued
fromalocked, darkroom
inthe Anandapuramarea.
Thisbrutalincident, which
tookplaceintheearlyhours
ofthemorning, hascauseda
majorstirinthe Sathankul-
amregion.

Thepoliceareactively
investigating to ascertain
whetherthemurderand ab-
duction were the work ofa
singleindividual oragroup.

inRiyadh canbe contacted
at +966&554412016 and

+966&542126784.Itstoll&- |

freenumber, 8002471234,is &

availablefor callsfrom within
Saudi Arabia, while What-
sApp messages can be sent
t0 +966&536216082. The
Consulate General of India

inJeddah canbereached |
at+966&12&2614093and |’

+966&556122301. Whats-
Appmessagescanbesentto
+966&536209704.

Earlier, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) stated
thataround 3,000 stranded
Indian Umrah pilgrimshave
returned home from Saudi
Arabiaover the past week
throughactive coordination
between Indian diplomatic
missions, airlines, and tour
operators.Inadditiontothe
strandedtravellers, over 10,000
regularlyscheduled pilgrims
havealsoflownbacktoIndia
duringthesameperiod, with
authoritiesactivelyworking
tofacilitatethereturnofthe
remaining pilgrims at the
earliest. Taking to X, MEA

official spokesperson Randhlr
Jaiswal stated thatthe Indian
EmbassyinRiyadhandthe
Consulate Generalin Jeddah
aremonitoring thesituation
closelyand providing comp-
rehensive ground support.

“Our EmbassyinRiyadh
@IndianEmbRiyadhandthe
ConsulateinJeddah @ CGIJ-
eddahareactively engaging
with concernedairlinesand
tour operators to facilitate
theearlyreturn of affected
pilgrims. Overthe pastweek,
about3,000stranded Umrah
pilgrimshavetravelled from
Saudi Arabiabackto India
onavailableflights,” Jaiswal
posted.

“Thisisinadditiontomore
than 10,000 normal Umrah
pilgrims who were booked
ontheavailable flightsand
havetravelledbacktoIndia
overthepastweek. Arrange-
mentsarebeingdiscussedto
facilitatethereturn of other
Umrah pilgrimsattheearli-

~ est,headded.

Thespokesperson further

1 notedthatround&the&clock

emergencysupportmechani-
smshavebeenoperationalised
acrossbothdiplomaticstations,
backedbylocal community
networks. “Our Embassyand
Consulate, with thesupport
from communityvolunteers,
areextendingall possible we-
Ifareassistance. 24x7 Control
Roomshavebeenestablished
tohelpIndiannationals,and
regularadvisoriesarebeing
issued,” Jaiswal said.

On Thursday, the Indian
EmbassyinRiyadhsaidan
Indian national wasamong
twopeoplekilledinanattack
onKingFahd International
Airportin Saudi Arabia’s
Dammam, while two other

tranded Umrah pilgrims

Indian nationals wereinju-
red, citing Saudiauthorities.
InapostonX,theIndian
EmbassyinRiyadhsaid, “Sa-
udiauthoritieshaveinformed
thatoneIndian national was
amongtwo people whounfo-
rtunatelylosttheirlivesinthe
attackon Dammamairport
yesterday nightandtwoIn-
diannationalswereinjured”
The Embassysaiditwas
ascertaining further details
and contactingtheaffected
families. “Weareascertaining
furtherdetailsand contacting
theaffected families. Ourtho-
ughtsandprayersarewiththe
familyandloved onesofthe
deceasedand wewish speedy
recoveryoftheinjured,” the
Embassyadded. Theincide-
nttook place on Wednesday
evening, October21,atKing
Fahd International Airport
inDammam. Saudiauthor-
ities said investigationsand
damageassessments were
ongoing, with securityage-
nciescoordinatingmeasures
toensurethesafetyofairport
operationsandpersonnel.

6.246 million cakes: Tamil Nadu government issues
work orders worth Rs7.54 crore to4 companies

CHENNALI: In prepar-
ation for Children’s Day on
November 14, the Tamil Nadu
governmenthasissued work
orderstofour companies for
theprocurementof cakesto
bedistributed toschoolstu-
dents. The government will
purchaseatotal 0£6,246,412
cakesatacostofRs7.54crore.
Eversinceheentered politics,
theactor&politician hasenco-
uraged childrentoaddresshim
as “uncle” (maama). Members
ofhisparty, TVK (Tamizhaga
VetriKazhagam),havebeen
visiting various government
schools,aimingto establish
thename “Vijay Maama” in
themindsofthestudents.

Againstthisbackdrop,
the Tamil Nadu governme-
nthasdecidedtodistribute
cakesto students on Chil-
dren’s Day, November 14.
Atotalof 6.246 million cakes

were planned for pr- Ao
ocurement, withan

allocated budget of ' m=
Rs9.27 crore.
Atenderwasiss-
ued, whichincluded
acondition thatthe
cakes must remain
freshforatleast30days.
Withonly three weeksleft
untilNovember 14, the ten-
derhasbeenawardedtofour
companies. A total 0f6.246
million cakeswillbe procu-

\
S
e | 3,387,459 cakes—

redforRs7.54 crore. Thefour
companiesthathavereceived
theworkordersare Elite Nat-
ural, Dream Bake, Britannia,
andITC. Specifically, Elite
Natural willsupply 1,006,861

cakes—atarate
‘g 0f0.24 paise per

gram—foratotal
of Rs1.14crore.
Similarly, Dream
Bakewill supply

alsoatarateof0.24
paiseper gram—foratotal of
Rs3.84crore. Britanniaisset
tosupply 1,003,996 cakes—at
arateof0.27 paise per gram
—foratotalvalueofRs 1.28
crore, whileITCwillsupply

848,096 cakes—at0.28 paise
pergram—forRs1.08 crore.

Thedistribution of the-
secakestostudentswill be
handled by therespective
companies, with the state
dividedintospecificzones.

Thistender, too,hasbeen
awarded by the Tamil Nadu
governmentatalow price.
Muchlike previousinstanc-
es—suchasthe “Thaimaman
Thanga Mothirany (maternal
uncle’sgoldring) schemeand
therenovation workatthe
ChiefMinister’s office,

for which tenders were
secured atlow bids—this
cake contracthasalsobeen
awarded atalowprice.

Piyush Goyal: Government to Cover Entire Export
Certification Costs for Small Busmesses

NEW DELHI: Union
CommerceandIndustry
Minister Piyush Goyalann-
ounced thatthegovernment
willbearthe complete cost
ofexport&related certific-
ationsformicroandsmall
enterprises (MSMEs) under
the Export Promotion Mi-
ssion. Thisinitiativeaims
toencouragemoreIndian
businessestoenterglobal
markets. SpeakinginBerlin,
Minister Goyal emphasized
thegovernment’scommit-
menttosupportingsmaller
businesses, which oftenface
significantfinancialhurdles
duetohigh certification
and compliancecosts. He
urgedbothnewandexisting

exportersacrossvarious
sectorstocontacttheDire-
ctorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT)toutilize this
support.

Theminister highlight-
ed thatfor MSMEs, the gov-
ernmentispreparedtocover
the‘entire cost’ of certifica-
tions. Forotherexporters,
especiallythosewithvery
expensive certification pro-
cesses, financial supportwill
alsobeprovided through
the ExportPromotion Mi-
ssion. Furthermore, Goyal
mentionedthatthe govern-
mentisexploringapproving
verificationagencies within
India. Thismoveisintended
toreduce compliancecosts

associated withinternat-
ionalregulationslikethe
CarbonBorder Adjustm-
entMechanism (CBAM)
and deforestation&related
requirements. Heaffirmed
thatalmosttheentirecost
ofcomplianceforthesere-
gulationswouldbe covered
for MSMEs, with graded fi-
nancialassistanceforlarger
exporters. DiscussingIndia-
&Germany economicties,
Goyalnotedthepresenceof
approximately2,000Indian
companiesin Germany,
somewithlong&standing
operations. Heenvisioned
significant future possibil-
ities, particularlyin conne-
ctingIndian MSMEswith

German qualitystandards.
Theministeralsoundersc-

oredIndiasgrowingexport
capabilities, citingarisein
high&techexportsandagr-
icultural/fisheries products
reachingaround35lakh
crore. Heprojectedasub-
stantialincreaseinvehicle
exports, foreseeingIndia-
n&madecarsenteringthe
Europeanmarketsoon.

Jared Kushner Denies Middle East Slush Fund Allegations
Cy :

ARABIA: Donald Trump’s
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, has
strongly refuted claims made
inanew book linking him to
alleged slush funds from the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, andIsrael.

These allegations, pub-
lished in an excerpt by Vanity
Fair from Matthew Cole’s
book ‘Princes and Thieves:
Jared Kushner and Mohamed
bin Zayed’s Secret Plot to
Remake the Middle East,
suggest Kushner accessed a
Dubai-based bank account
with hundreds of millions
of dollars from Azerbaijan,

allegedly transferring funds
to individuals including a
‘warlord’ and ‘hit man’.

Kushner, inapostonX,
called the allegations “out-
rageous and categorically
false, assertingthat they are
‘completely insaneand never
happened”

Hehighlighted that despite
his denials, the author pro-
vided noverifiable evidence
such asbank statements, wire
transfers, or account numbers.
Kushner pointed out that
duringtheperiodin question,
hewasunder intense scrutiny
from media, congressional

investigations, and aspecial
counsel, none of which ever
uncovered such claims.
Hefurther stated, “None
of these allegations ever sur-
faced, because none of these

eventsever happened. These
areoutrageous fabrications
beingpresented as investiga-
tivejournalism. Thisis not
journalism. Itis amixture of
fantasy, fiction, and advocacy,

- written by someonewho s ei-

ther deeply disturbed or acting
withsinisterintent.” The books
author claims an intelligence

_ operation hacked Kushner’s
"= phone, supposedly revealing

his access to Azerbaijaniand
Israelibank accounts where
Saudiand Emiratiroyals
deposited money. Kushner’s
lawyer has also denied the ex-
istenceof such a bank account.
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