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Prime Minister Modi praises
thelndo-TibetanBorderPolice

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Modicommended
theIndo-Tibetan Border
Police. Theirselfless service
andsacrificesserveasagreat
inspiration to the nation.

Today (October 24) ma-
rks the Raising Day of the
Indo&Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP).Inapost, Prime Min-
ister Modi extended his gre-
etingstoallITBP personnel.
Theyhaveleftanindelible
mark through their valour.

Theirselfless serviceandsacrifices prowdegreatmsplratlontothe nation

They have faced every
challenge with determina-
tion. Their selfless service
and sacrifices serveasa
greatinspiration to the

nation, Prime Minister _

Modi stated.

Union Home Minister

AmitShah:

Greetings on the Rai- =
sing Day of the Indo&Ti- %

betan Border Police. Their
battle cryechoesacrossthe
snow&capped mountains,
shattering any threats to
our nation’s security. They
remain steadfastevenin
theharshest of climates. A
solemn salute to the brave-
heartswho sacrificed their
lives for the nation.
Defence Minister Raj-

nath Singh:

TheIndo&Tibetan Bo-
rder Police have played a
pivotalrolein safeguarding
India’sborders, even under
the most extreme weather
conditions. Theyhavealso
beeninstrumentalin the
nation’sinternal security
efforts, including operations
against Left&wing extrem-
ism. Theyservethe country
withimmense courageand
dedication.

DMK has turned mto the chlldren of | Llechtenstem s Prince Alois to Visit
India, Strengthening Ties and Trade

Satan: Minister Adhav Arjuna

CHENNAI: “The
DMK has transformed
intothe childrenof Satan.
Various new ‘children
of Satan’ areattempting

TVK (Tamilaga VetriKa-
zhagam). Wearekeepinga
closewatchonwhichactor
traveled to Delhiduring &
the Pongal festival,” stated ®
Minister AdhavArjuna. ~ |f
Apublicmeeting, themed
‘Political Resurgence |
inthe Path of Quaid-e- &
Millat, was organized by
theyouthwingoftheIndian
UnionMuslim League (IUML)
inEgmore, Chennai.

Adhav Arjuna,whoserves
asthe General Secretary of
the Election Management
Wing of TVK, attended
theeventasaspecial guest.
Speakingatthe gathering, Min-
ister Adhav Arjunaasserted
thatthevictoryforIndiainthe
2029 Parliamentaryelections
would originate from Tamil
Nadu. Heclaimed that certain
actorshavecampedin Delhi
withtheintentto thwartthis,
butemphasized thatnomatter
whointervenes, theywillnot
beabletoachievetheirgoal.
Speakingonthematter, Adhav

Arjuna st.ateci, “The DMK

hasnotbeensinceretoward
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML),anallyfor60
years. No matter how many
electionsmaycome, oreven
ahundredyearspass, TVK
(Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam)
willnever forman alliance
withthe BJP;therewillbeno
association whatsoever. We
mightevenendupinprison
forouroppositiontothe BJP.
Anyactor entering politics
withtheintenttohinderor
disrupt TVK’s future success
willachieve nothing.
Anactor currently camping
in Delhi cannotimpact the
successofthe TVKalliance.
Letanyone come, from wher-

ever they may—the people
are fed up with the DMK.
The DMK hasbecomelike
the children of Satan. Vari-
ous new children of Satan’
areemerging, attemptingto
sabotage TVK’ssuccess. We
arewellaware of whichactor
traveled to Delhiduringthe
Pongalfestival.

Weare currentlyformulat-
ingstrategiesand workingatthe
boothlevelfortheupcoming
elections. The DMK, whichnow
claimstoopposethe BJP, was
actuallythe primaryreason
the BJP wasableto formthe
governmentin 1999. Had
Karunanidhinotextended
his supporttothe BJP back
then, thatgovernmentwould

nothavesurvived.
Withoutthe Con-
' gress, VCK,IUML,
andthe Communist
parties,the DMK
would havelostin
Chepauk. Had it
notbeen for their
alliances,the DMK
wouldn’thaveeven
secured the status
ofan opposition
party.In30 constit-
uencies,the DMK
wonbymarginsof
fewerthan 10,000
votes—thesewere, infact, the
votesoftheiralliance partners.
Comparedtothe2026elec-
tion projections, the DMK
received 5,830 fewervotesinthe
Maduranthagamby-election.
Similarly,in Dharapuram, they
received 7,003 fewervotes. The
DMK isconcealingthesefacts
andusingsecond-tierleaders
todeceivethepublic.
Oncetheelectionsareover
andthealliancepartnersreach
adecision,the DMK..” “You
yourselves know how they
criticized. Itis the ‘Secular
Social Justice Victory Alliance’
thatwilldecidewhothe Prime
Ministerwillbein2029,” stated
Minister Adhav Arjuna.

Cooking gas cylinder pricein Pakistan reaches Rs 7,000;
supply severelyaffected duetoclosureoflramanborder

ISLAMABAD: Thecl-
osureoftheIranianborder
hasledtoasevereshortage
of cooking gascylindersin
Pakistan, causingthe price of
acylindertosurgetoRs7,000.
Theborder crossingsbetween
Pakistanand Iran—Gabd &-
Rimdan and Taftan—were
closed onthe 17th of this
month. Both countrieshave
provided differentexplana-
tionsforthisclosure.

The government of Pa-
kistan’s Balochistan provi-
nce, where these crossings
arelocated, stated thatthe
borders were closed temp-
orarilytoaddresssecurity
concernsand curbsmuggling.
Meanwhile, theIranian For-
eign Ministryhasattributed
the closuretotechnicalissues.

Pakistanimportsapproxi- [

mately 7,000 metric tonnes
ofLiquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) from Iran daily. With

thebordernowclosed, the i

supply of LPGto Pakistan has
beendisrupted, resultingin
agasshortage.
Reportsindicatethatthis
hascausedpricestoskyrocket.
Commentingonthesituation,
Shamsul Haq, former presi-
dentofthe Gwadar Chamber
of CommerceandIndustry,
stated, “Pakistanimports
about7,000 metrictonnesof
LPGfromIraneveryday. The
closureoftheborderhascau-
sedamajor disruptiontothe
gassupply” More than 4,000
tonnes of LPG were being
importedinto Pakistan daily
through the Taftan&Rimdan

border crossing. Theseimports
havenowcometoacomplete
halt. Asaresult, thepriceofa
12&kgLPGcylinderhasrisen
fromRs4,500toRs7,000.1f toTehrantoholddiscussions

thesupplydisruptions persist,
pricescould climbeven further.
Theclosureoftheborderhas
alsoimpacted the moveme-
ntofgoodsbetween the two
nations; hundredsoftrucks
—includingtankerscarrying

LPG—arecurrentlystranded

onbothsidesoftheborder.
Meanwhile, the Chiefof Army
Staffof Pakistanhastraveled

withIranianleadersregarding
theborderissues. TheIrani-
anForeign Ministryhasalso
stated that consultationsare
underway concerning the
resumptionoftradebetween
thetwo countries.

NEW DELHI: Hereditary
Prince Aloisof Liechtenstein,
the ActingHead of State, is set
toundertakeasignificantstate
visit to India from October
25&28,2026.

Thisvisit, at theinvitation
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,aimstobolster coope-
rationacrossvarioussectors.

Prince Aloiswillbeac-
companied by Hereditary
Princess Sophie,ahigh&level
official delegation,and abus-
iness delegation comprising
prominentindustryleaders,
signalingastrongfocuson
economic collaboration.
Duringhisstay, Prime Min-
ister Modiand Prince Alois
willengageinbilateral talks
coveringtrade,investment,

science, technology,innova-
tion,and people&to&people
exchanges.
Theyarealsoexpectedto
discussregionaland global
developments, reflectingthe
growingstrategicalignment
between the two nations.
Additionally, Prince Alois

willmeetPresident Droupadi
Murmu, whowillhostastate
banquetinhishonor,and
External Affairs MinisterS.
Jaishankarwillalso callon
thevisiting dignitary. This
marksPrince Alois’ssecond
visittoIndiain 2026, follow-
inghisattendanceatthe Al
ImpactSummitin February,
andhispreviousvisitsin2010
and2018.

Thevisitgains particular

‘ s1gn1f1cance followingthe

operationalization of the
India&EuropeanFree Trade
Association (EFTA) Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreementin2025. Thisag-
reementhaspaved the way
fordeepereconomicengag-
ement,and the currentvisitis

expected tofurther accelerate
these partnerships, exploring
newavenuesof mutualinter-
est.Indiaand Liechtenstein
established diplomaticrel-
ationsin 1993,and thisvisit
underscorestheenduringand
evolvingfriendship between
thetwo countries.

Pakisthan: Bus-van collision
leaves 12dead, 24 injured

PAKISTHAN: Quettaln
Pakistan, 12 people were
killed and 24 others inju-
red following a collision
between abusandavan.
A passenger bus was trav-
eling toward Karachifrom
thetown of Lasbela, located
inthe Balochistan province
insouthwestern Pakistan.

While movingalongthe
Quetta&Karachihighway

near the Uthal area, the bus
collided witha passengervan
coming from the opposite
direction (from Karachi).
Twelve people, including
three women, lost theirlives
intheaccident.
Uponreceiving theinfo-
rmation, policearrivedatthe
scene, rescued theinjured,
and transported them to
hospitalsin Karachi, where

theyare currentlyundergoing
intensive medical treatment.
Theaccident caused a disr-
uptiontotrafficinthearea,
and policeworked torestore
the flow.

Onthe 19th of this mo-
nth, acollision betweena
carandatrucknear Darbi
Gharinthe Bolan district
resulted in the deaths of four
people, including women

and children.

Additionally, four pe-
oplediedinanaccidentin
Quettaonthe 13th of this
month, and 40 peoplelost
theirlivesin anotheracc-
identthatoccurredin July.
The cause of thislatestacc-
identisnotyetknown. The
policehaveregistered acase
andare conductinganinv-
estigation.

Major Overhaulin Driving License Procedures
Mobile Number and Blood Group Now Mandatory Distinct
Color- Coding forIndian Citizens and Foreign Nationals

NEWDELHI: The Centr-
al Government s planningto
introducesignificant changes
totheprocess of issuingdriving
licenses. The Union Ministry
of Road Transport and Hi-
ghways has released a draft
notification proposingmajor
reformstotheexistingsystem.
Accordingto theproposal, it
willbemandatory toinclude
theholder’sblood group, mobile
number, andemergencycontact
detailsontheirdrivinglicense.

Applicantswho utilizesp-
ecificdrivinglicenseérelated

services—suchasupdating
their address, name, or contact
number—viaonline Aadhaar
verificationwillbeeligiblefora
discountontheapplicablefees.
Furthermore, thereare plans
toimplement a colorércoded
systemto distinguish between
drivinglicensesissuedto Indi-
ancitizensandthoseissuedto
foreignnationals. Under the
newprocedure, thesubmission
of separatesetsof documentsas
proofofaddress, age, andide-
ntitywillbemade mandatory.
Proofofagedocumentsinclude

passports, schoolmark

sheets, birthcertifica- |
tes, andidentification
cardsissuedby gover-
nment departments.
Aadhaar cards, pas-
sports, e¢ration car-
ds,and PAN cardsare
accepted as proofofidentity.
Accordingtothisproposal, safe
drivingtrainingmustlastforat
least 30 minutes. Furthermo-
re, the qualifyingscorefor the
assessment following online
safedriving training will be
increasedfromthe current60%

to75%. Licensingauthorities
mustapprove or reject online
applications for changes to
driver’slicensedetails—such

asname or address—within
15days, whilealso specifying
thereasonsintheeventofa
rejection. This has been stated
inthenotification.
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Today horoscope

: Youwill shake offfatigue and become ener-
1 getic. Your thinking capacity will sharpen. A lively
atmosphere will prevailathome. Unnecessary
expensesrelated to vehicles will cease. Business
will pickup momentum. Itisadvisable to maintain
acalmdemeanor atthe workplace.

Some ofyoumaybe entrusted withsignificant
responsibilities. Youwill gain the friendship o
prominentindividuals. Your siblings will be
supportive. Youmay have the opportunity tomeet
influential peopleina professional capacity. You
will overcome competition in business.

Youwill achieve success by makingbold decisions. You
(“sge, willearnrespectinyoursocial circles. You will
73 ﬁ cutdown on extravagantspending. You will
find happiness through your siblings. Business
ill flourish and yield good profits. It isadvisable

tomaintainacalm demeanor atthe workplace.

You may receive visits from relatives or friendslivingin
other towns. You will fulfill the wishes of your family mem-
bers. Youmightinitiate efforts to expand your
ancestralhome. Business ventures will prove
profitable. Confusion will clear,and asense of
peacewill emerge in the workplace.

Duetotheongoing ‘Chandrashtama’ (ape-

riod wherethe Moonisin theeighthhousefrom

~ yoursign),youmay find yourselfinawkward or
uncomfortablesituations caused by people close
toyou. Avoid unnecessaryarguments. Business
willbeprofitable. Atthe workplace, itisbest to fo-
cussolelyonyourown tasksand responsibilities.

Youwillhandle tasksefficientlyand bring
them toasuccessful conclusion. Ego-related
issueswillberesolved, leadingto greater
harmonybetween youand your spouse. Your
reputationinyoursocial circle will grow. At
the workplace, avoid making enemies. Busi-
nesswill yield areasonable profit.

Therewillbe happinessathome, and your circle of

friends will expand. You will take the time to under

. @ standyourchildren’s wishesand fulfill them. Your
i N 5 7. .

| mother’shealthwillimprove. Inbusiness, youmay

have to putin extraefforttorecover outstanding

dues. Your standingat the workplace will rise.

Youwillreceive good news fromanother town or city.
Youwill makeimportantdecisionsafter
consultingwith your family members. You willf %
havethesupportofyoursiblings. Inbusiness, /7,
donotdismisstheadviceoffered by your
partners. Your reputation and standingat your workplace
willimprove.

Tensions within the family will dissipate, bringing

peace. Youwill begin to save moneyby cutting back
hj'z\m onextravagantexpenses. Avoidargumentsatthe
i V" . workplace. Despite competition in business, you
will earn good profits,and you will receive support
fromyour partners.

Misunderstandings will fade,and thebond
betweenspouseswillgrowstronger. Yourchil- [
drenwillbringyourespectamongyourrelatives.
Youwill takestepsto expand your businessand
movesteadily toward your goals through hard
work.

o
_@

You canexpectaninflow of money. You will
. findjoyin meeting peoplewhoaredeartoyou.
' Yourhealthwillimprove,and youwill guide your
children ontotherightpath. Studentswillshowa
keeninterestin theirstudies. Your standingat the
workplacewill rise,and youmayberecommended
foranewposition.

With the Moon’s current transit, itisadvisable tokeep
your temperin check. Therewillbeareasonable
senseof peaceathome. Avoid interfering
unnecessarilyin theaffairs of others. Exercise
cautionand patienceinyourbusiness dealings.
Donotmakeenemiesofanyoneattheoffice.

12MigrantWorkers Fallll
After ConsumingWild
Mushrooms Sproutedin Rain

F‘-.ue

PONNERI: Twelve migrant workersfellill—experi-
encingvomitingand dizziness—after cookingandeating
wild mushroomsthathad sproutedinvariousplacesdue
totherain.

Inseveral partsofthe Thiruvallur district, paddy transpl-
antation workis currentlyin full swing.

InPonneri, Minjur, and the surroundingvillages,alarge
number ofagriculturallaborersfrom AndhraPradesh
andvarious North Indian statesare stayingand working
onthesetransplantation tasks.

Inthiscontext,agroup ofagriculturallaborersfrom West
Bengal, whoaresstayingin Periya Karumburvillage near
Ponneri, wereengaged in paddy transplantationonaloc-
alfarmer’sland onthe21stof thismonth. Whilereturni-
ngtotheirliving quartersafter work, they gathered wild
mushroomsthathadsproutedinthefieldsduetotherain,
cooked them,and consumed them.

Shortlyafter eatingthe mushroomdish, 12 individuals—
including 6 women—began to suffer fromvomitingand
dizziness. Shocked fellow workers, with the help oflocal
villagers, rescued the affected individualsand sent them
tothe Ponneri Government Hospital.
Afterreceivingtreatmentthere, theyreturned totheirli-
ving quarters the nightbeforelast. The Gummidipoondi
policeareinvestigatingtheincident.
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Government Bus Trappedin
Landslidein the Nllgll‘lS Driver Dies

NILAGIRI: Heavy
overnightrainfallinthe
Nilgirisdistricttriggered
landslidesand caused trees
tofallat11locationsalong
the Coonoor-Mettupala-
yamroadandat4locations
alongtheKotagiriroad.
Lastnightat10:00PM,a
governmentbustraveling
from Ootytoward Mettup-
alayam—carryingpassen-
gers—encounteredafallen
treenear the Burliar police
checkpoint.

Asthebuscouldno
longer proceed toward Me-
ttupalayam, the passengers
disembarkedandheaded
toward Burliar,leavingonly
thedriverandthe conduct-
oronboard.
Amassivelandslide, con-

sistingofearth, rocks,and
trees, then collapsed onto
thebus,buryingitcomplet-
ely. Thedriverand conduct-
orremainedtrappedinside
throughoutthenight.
Uponreceivingtheinfor-
mation, rescueteamsand
police personnel rushed to
thesceneandbeganinte-
nsiveeffortstorecoverthe
buried bus. The conductor,

Kesavan, wasrescued with
injuriesandadmittedtothe
Mettupalayam Govern-
ment Hospital. Thedriver,
Janagaraj, wasfound dead.
Landslidesalsooccurred
atmorethanfivelocations
alongthe Mettupalaya-
m-Coonoor mountain
railwayline. Consequently,
themountaintrainservice
from Mettupalayamto Oo-

tyhasbeen cancelled for
todayand tomorrow.

. Ministersandsenior poli-

ceofficials—includingthe
IG, DIG, and SP—visited
thessitetoinspectthesitu-

- .

ation. The conductor, who
 survivedwithinjuries,
~ stated: “Therewerenopa-

ssengersonthebuswhen

¥ theincidentoccurred;

onlythedriverandIwere
present. Treeshad fallenac-
rosstheroadinsuccession.”
“We gotcaughtinalandsl-
idewhiletryingto parkthe
bussafely,” hesaid.
Dueto continuousrain,
Collector LakshmiBhavya
hasadvised touriststo
avoid visiting the Nilgiris
fromtoday (Oct24) until
October26.

Construction of Ayodhya
Mosque Faces Financial Crunch

DesignA

NEW DELHI: IntheRam
Janmabhoomi&BabriMasjid
case,a5&acreplotofland was
allocated tothe Muslim com-
munity for the construction
ofanewmosquein Ayodhya,
Uttar Pradesh.
Duetoafinancial crisis,
the planned size ofthemos-
quehasnowbeenreduced
to 3,500 square feet, and its
designissettobealtered.
TheverdictintheRam Janm-
abhoomi&Babri Masjid case
wasdelivered on November
19,2019.
Aspartofthejudgment,
5acresoflandin Dhannipur,
near Ayodhya, wereallotted
to the Muslim side for the
construction ofamosque.

Theinitial plan included the

construction ofalibrary,a
hospital,andalodging fac-
ilityalongside the mosque.
However, the Indo&Islamic
Cultural Foundation, the
trusttasked with the proje-
ct,hasbeenunabletosecure
sufficient funds.
Consequently, thesize of
themosqueisbeingreduced

tered, Size Reduced t03,5005quare Feet

to 3,500 square feet, and its
designisalsobeingaltered.
Anapplicationforaland&use
certificate for themosquein
Dhannipurhasbeensubmitted
tothe Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, butithasnotyetbeen
received. Oncethiscertificate
isobtained, theblueprintfor
themosquewillbesubmitted
tothe Ayodhya Developm-

ent Authority forapproval.
Zufar Ahmad Faruqui, pr-
esidentoftheIndo&Islamic
Cultural Foundation, stated,
“Thesizeand design of the
mosquehavebeen changed
duetoashortage of funds.
The projectwasinitially est-
imatedtocostRs300crore”
“However, with therevised
design, the construction cost
willdecrease toapproximately
Rs5crore. Currently, thefou-
ndationhasonlyRs 15lakh.

Afundraising campaign
willbelaunched to collect
theremaining funds. The
interiorareaof themosque
willbe 3,500 square feet,and
theentire complexwillspan
15,000 squarefeet;” headded.

‘HinduTamilThisai'tohosta’'Women’s Festival’in
Chennaitomorrow underits'PennIndru’initiative

Theeventwill featurediscussionsand

cultural performances throughout theday

CHENNALI: A ‘Women’s
Festival’ (Magalir Thiruvi-
zha), organized by ‘Hindu

Tamil Thisai’, isset to take
placein Chennaitomorrow
(October25).
Theevent, designed exclusi-
vely forwomen, willinclude
engaging competitions,
discussions, cultural perfor-
mances, and the distribution
of prizes.
Aspartofthe PennIndru’
(Women Today) segmen-
t—oneofthe many special
features of the ‘Hindu Tamil
Thisai’newspaper—simi-
lar Women'’s Festivals were
successfully held this yearin
Thoothukudi, Cuddalore,
Madurai, Vellore, and Coi-
mbatore.

Followingthese, the Women-
sFestival willnow be held in
Chennaiat Vels University,

Thiruvanmiyur.
Theevent will begin at 9:00
AMand continueuntilthe

evening. Former Additional

Director General of Police, V.
Vanitha, IPS, willattend as
thespecialguest and deliver

atalkonwomen’ssafety.
Thiswill befollowed by a
series of captivating cultural
performances. For the fem-
aleparticipants, avariety
oflively competitions are
planned, includingafashion
show, balloon bursting, and
atugerofwar. Winners of
thesecontestswillrecei-
vespecialprizes, andall
participantswill begiven

a

gifts. Hindu Tamil Thisai’

isorganizingthiseventin
association with ‘Udhayam-
"—abrandwithan 85¢&-year
legacy known foritsidlirice
andvarious lentils (pulses).
Additionally, theeventis co-
&presented by Lalithaa Jew-
ellery, Sri Aishwarya Sarees,
Repute Watches, Mahathri
Foods, Health Basket, Sath-
yaAgencies, Ruchi Pickles,

Adventure Media House,

Varthamanan Pathippag-
am, Sowbaghya Enterprises,
Cotton House,and DOMS
Stationery.
Theevent’s Divine Partner’
is Giri; the ‘Health Partner’
is Rainbow Children’s Ho-
spitals; the ‘Venue Partner’
is Vels University (Thiruv-
anmiyur campus); and the
‘Beverage Partner’is Gothas
Coffee. Allfemalereaders
who attend the Women's Fe-
stivalwillbe provided with
lunchand aguaranteedgift.
Thefestivalis open to allwo-
menovertheage of 18; men
arenotpermitted toattend.
Entrytotheeventisfree. To
participate, pleasegivea
‘missed call’to the number
9600038796.

Landslide on Mettupalayam-Udhagamandalam Road
Over150 Students from Kerala Rescued Safely

NILAGIRI: More than
150 students, who were tr-
appedfollowingalandslide
on the Mettupalayam-U-
dhagamandalam (Ooty)
road, have beenrescued.
Forthepastfewdays, thedis-
trictsof Coimbatore and Nil-
girishavebeen experiencing
heavyrainfallaccompanied
by strong winds.

Consequently,landslides
haveoccurredatseveralloc-
ations between Mettupalay-
amand Udhagamandalam,
leadingtothe cancellation of
themountain railway service.

Similarly,landslides §
have takenplaceat 14 |
locations on the Mettu- [l
palayam-Coonoorroad [
andat3locationsonthe

onbothroutes.
Restoration wo- £8
rk on these roads is
currently underway.
Amidstthese conditio-
ns,alandslide occurred
inthe Mettupalayam-Udh-
agamandalamarea, trapping
several tourists.
Amongthoseaffected we-

reover 150 studentswhohad
arrived from Keralaforatour.
Uponreceivinginformation,
policepersonnel, firefighters,
and districtadministration

officialsrushed to thescene.
Theyrescuedthe trapped
students using ropes and
subsequently moved them
toasafelocation.

s
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WhatsApp and Telegram will
notfunctionwithoutaSIMcard

New regulations fromthe Department
of Telecommunications are set to come
into effect on January 1 of next year.
Under these rules, applications such as
WhatsApp and
Telegramwi-
11 not func-
tionwithout
aSIMcard.
InIndia, th-
ere areover
1.31bilTl4i0n
(131 crore)
active SIM cards. Across the country,
more than 800 milTion (80 crore) people
own smartphones, and over 500 miTlion
(50 crore) use social mediaplatforms.
Consequently, cybercrimes have seen a
significant increase over the past few
years. In2023, 1.31milTion (13.1 Takh)
complaints regarding online fraud were
registerednationwide, involvinga total
loss of approximatelyRs.7,465 crore. By
2024, the number of online fraud compl-
aintsrosetol.92million (19.2 lakh),
and in 2025, this figure has climbed to
2.4miTlion (24 Takh) . Through this, a
fraud amounting to approximately Rs.
22,495 crore has been committed.

Most cyber&fraud gangs deceive peop-
le by usingonly the internet—without a
physical SIM card-to make WhatsApp calls
or send messages. To address this, the
Union Department of Telecommunicatio-
ns has issued new guideTlines (known as
“SIMbinding”). These ruleswill come
into effect on January 1st of next year.
Under these guidelines, eight appli-
cations—-WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal,
Snapchat, ShareChat, JioChat, Arat-
tai, and Josh—-wiTl1 no Tonger function
without a Tinked SIM card. The Central
Government has issuedastrictdirect-
ive requiring the respective companies
to fully comply with these SIM&binding
rules by December 31st.

This measurewill make it easier to
identify cyber&fraud perpetrators and
will lTead toa significant reductionin

B NearGudlyatham|nVeIIored|str|ct forestdepar-
tmentofficials captured a 12footlong pythonthathad
swallowed achickenandreleaseditintotheforest.

Nepal Braces for Heavy

Rains as Bay ofBengal
CycloneLooms

KATHMANDUI: Nepalis preparing for significant
rainfall, with someareas potentially receiving up to 200

millimeters nextweek. Thiscomesasacyclonicstormde-
velopsinthe Bay of Bengal, meteorologistshave warned.

Meteorologist Binod Pokharel highlighted the possibil-
ityof over 200 millimeters ofrainbetween next Wedne-
sdayand Sunday. He clarified that this rainfall would not
occurinasingleday,and theexacttimingandaffected
areas could still change.
Pokharel emphasized the potential dangers, especial-

lyduringthe paddyharvestingseasonand for travelersin

the Himalayanregions. Heavyrainfallinashortperiod,
evenoutsidemonsoon, posesarisk. Inhigheraltitudes,

thiscouldlead toheavy snowfall, extreme cold,and aval-
anches. Heurged everyoneto check weather updatesand

officialadvisories before planning travel.
Comparingthe currentsituationto the 2014 blizz-
ardlinkedto Cyclone Hudhud, which claimed 43lives,

Pokharelnoted similar weather indicators. Heexpressed

hopethatearlyalertswouldlead tobetter preparedness
thistime.
The Departmentof Hydrologyand Meteorology
confirmedthatalow&pressureareainthe Bayof Bengal
isexpected tointensifyintoacyclonicstorm by Monday.
Thissystemislikelyto move towardsIndias northern
AndhraPradeshandsouthern Odisha coasts. Itseffects

areanticipated in Nepal from Wednesday (October 28) to

Sunday (November1).
Whilethe preciseimpacton Nepal remainsuncer-
tain, the Departmentadvised vigilance for sectorslike
agricultureandtourism. A slightdrop intemperatures
acrossthecountryisalsoforecast.
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FIood Rellef CenterNamed Udhavum
Kai' Inaugurated by State Congress
President Manickam Tagore

CHENNALI: To assist
thoseaffected by rainsand
flooding, the Tamil Nadu
Congresshasestablisheda
24&hourfloodrelief center
called ‘Udhavum Kai’ (Hel-
ping Hand) at Sathyamurthy
Bhavanin Chennai. The center
wasinaugurated yesterday
bytheparty’sstate president,
Manickam Tagore.

Speakingtoreporters,he
stated that the Tamil Nadu
Congresshasformedflood
reliefteams—each consisting
of three members—forall

200 wardsunder the Greater
Chennai Corporation.
These teams will pro-
vide direct assistance to
peopleintheaffectedareas.
Therelief center willensure
theavailability of essential
supplies, including drinking
water, food items, medicines,
and other necessitiesreq-
uired for relief operations.
Furthermore, variousrelief
arrangements have been
made, including the deplo-
yment of two boatsto assist
thoseimpacted by thefloods.

Tourism Minister S.Ra-
jeshkumarwill serveasthe
head of thisreliefinitiative.
M.S. Thiraviyam, the Cong-
ressleaderin the Municipal
Corporation Council, will
serveasthe coordinator for
thisgrouptoensurethatrelief
operationsarecarried outin
fullswingontheground. The
number 7871004668 hasbeen
announced for contactingthe
Congressassistance center.
Those withahelpingspirit
mayalso contribute material
aid to this center, he stated.

IndiGo Expresses Gratitude
to Chief Minister Vijay

CHENNALI: Theairline
IndiGo has welcomed the
Tamil Nadu government’s
decisiontoreduce the Value
Added Tax (VAT) on avi-
ation fuel. Theairline also
extended its thanksto Chief
Minister Vijay.

Inastatement posted on
itsofficial X (formerly Twitt-

er)account, theairline noted:
“Wewelcome the Tamil Na-
dugovernment’sdecisionto
reduce the Value Added Tax
(VAT) on Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF).

Wealsoextend ourhea-
rtfeltappreciation to Chief
Minister Joseph Vijay for
this progressive initiative.

Such measures strengthen
theaviation sector, support
the state’stourismandecon-
omicgrowth,and contribute
tobuildinga more robust
aviationecosysteminIndia”
“Webelieve thatsuch prog-
ressiveinitiatives willmake
air travel moreaccessible,”
thestatementadded.
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Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Badal
seeks Punjab CMBhagwant Mann’s dismissal

CHANDIGARH: Shir-
omani AkaliDal (SAD) Pre-
sident Sukhbir Singh Badal
andapartydelegation, met
the Punjab Governor Gulab
ChandKatariaand submitted
amemorandum outlining
fourdemands, including the
dismissal of ChiefMinister
BhagwantMann.Inaposton
X,Badalsaid thedelegation
alsosoughtimmediateacti-
onagainstministers, MLAs
and bureaucrats allegedly
patronising the drugtrade
amid thekilling of Shaheed
BhaiParvinder Singh Jhota.

“Shiromani Akali Dal
delegationmetthe Govern-
orofPunjab over thekilling
of Shaheed Bhai Parvinder
SinghJhotaandpresenteda
memorandumwith4keyde-
mands.Immediatedismissal
of GuruDokhi ChiefMinister
@BhagwantMannand Action

againstallministers, MLAs
andbureaucrats patronising
thedrugtrade,” Badalwrote.
Thememorandumalso
soughta Class&I government
jobforthewidowofJhota, Bibi
Manpreet Kaur, along with
compensationof Rs2 crore.
Hesaid, “A Class&Ijob for
theanti&drugcrusader’s wi-
dowBibi Manpreet Kaurand
Rs2crorecompensationon
humanitarian grounds (th-
ough thefamilyandaction
committee have notsought
this).”
Thepartyalsodemanded
thatthe CBlinvestigationbe
expandedtoincludethecases
of Gulzar Singh of Toor Banjara
inDirbaand Bikramjit Singh
of SriHargobindpur Sahib.
“Expansion of the CBI
probeto cover the cases of
Gulzar Singh of Toor Banj-
ara(Dirba),whonamed FM

Harpal Cheemainhis dying
declaration,and Bikramjit
Singh of Sri Hargobindpur
Sahib, whowashacked to
deathforopposingthedrug
trade,”hesaid.
Meanwhile,anti&drug
activist,vParvinder Singh
Jhota (45) wasshotdead on
October13in Mansa, Pun-
jab,insideachemistshop
whilelive&streamingon
Facebook.Jhotaconfronted
chemist AshwaniKumarina
Mansamarketoverthealleged
illegal sale ofaddictive drugs
toanelderlyperson.
Gunfirebrokeout, killing
Jhotaandinjuringfourothers.
OnThursday (22 October), the
fouraccused, Ashwini Kumar,
Neelam Rani, Deepan Garg
andLadi, wereremanded to
judicial custodyafter being
producedbeforeacourtth-
roughvideo conferencing.

Gulzar Singh, a
46&year&old daily wage
worker from Toor Banjara
village (Sangrurdistrict), died
onSeptember8ataLudhiana
hospitalafter consumingpo-
ison. Theincidentoccurred
shortlyafterhe publicly confr-
onted Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema during
aconstituencyvisitregarding
the widespreadavailability of
syntheticdrugs(chitta),apr-
oblemaffectinghisownson.
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Followingthe confrontation,
Singhwasallegedlyharassed
andpressuredbylocalleaders
and panchayat membersto
issueapublicapology.

Beforehisdeath,hereco-
rdedavideonamingindivid-
ualsinvolvedinthepressure
andthelocaldrugnetwork.
Bikramjit Singh, of Punjab’s
Gurdaspur, was allegedly
killed after raising his voice
againstthedrugtradeon 15
October.

BanonNon-VegetarianFood atKeralaRajBhavan
Om Prakash Issues Bold Directive UponTaking Office

THIRUVANANTHAPU—
RAM: The Congress partyhas
condemnedanewdirective
issued by the Governor of
Kerala, which prohibits the
preparation of non&veget-
arianfood atthe Kerala Raj

May the heroiclegacy of the Maruthu Brothers

endure through generations: Chief Minister Vijay

CHENNALI: The Maruthu
Brothers, who foughtagainst
British rule, were executed on
October24,1801. Tohonor
theirvalor, the Government
of Tamil Nadu observesthe
deathanniversaryofthe Ma-
ruthuBrothersasan official
stateevent.

Accordingly, the dayis
being commemorated today.
Onthisoccasion, Chief Mi-
nister Vijay stated, “May the
heroiclegacyofthe Maruthu
Brothers—who sowed the
spiritoffreedomin thesoil

of Tamil Nadu—endure
through generations.”
Inhismessage, hewrote:
“Onthismemorial day of
the Maruthu Brothers, who

ruledthe Sivagangaregion | y

andsacrificed theirlives for

theliberation ofour moth- 2
erland, I pay my tribute to |

theirunparalleled bravery
and immense sacrifices.”
“LongbeforeIndia’sfirst war
ofindependence, the Mar-
uthuBrothersstood against
Britishhegemony.

Their dedication—exe-

mplified by the Jambudvipa
Proclamation, which sought
touniteeveryone on the path
tofreedom—istrulyworthyof
praise. May theheroiclegacy

ofthe Maruthu Brothers,who
sowed the spiritoffreedom
inthesoil of TamilNadu, en-
dure through generations!”
hestated.

India, Uzbekistan Bolster Anti-Terror
Cooperation Amid Global Threats

NEW DELHI: Indlaand '

Uzbekistan havereaffirmed
their strong commitmentto
enhancingcooperationinthe
criticalfightagainstterrorism.
Thissignificantdevelopment
follows the 10th meeting of
the India&Uzbekistan Joint
Working Group on Counter
Terrorismin New Delhi.
Secretary (West) Sibi
George,akeyfigureinIndia’s
diplomaticoutreach, recently
metwith Pirimkulov Gulo-
mjon Shodmonkulovich,a
high&ranking official from
Uzbekistan’s Foreign Mi-
nistryand co&chair of the

jointworking group. Thelr
discussions,as confirmed by
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaisw-
al,focused onstrengthening
bilateral efforts to combat
terrorism and addressing
otherissues of mutualintere-
st. Thismeetingunderscores
thesharedresolvetotackle
evolvingsecurity challenges.

Duringthe working gr-
oup’ssessionon October22,
2026,both nations extensi-
vely discussed the growing
threats posed by various te-
rroristgroups, both globally
and within their respective

regions. They exchanged
crucialinsightson current
and emerging counter&te-
rrorism challenges.
Keyareasoffocusincluded
counteringextremismand
radicalisation, disrupting
the financing of terrorist
activities, preventing the

[} misuse of technology by
”1 terror outfits,and breaking

thedangerouslinkbetween
transnational organised cr-
imeand terrorism.
Bothsideshaveagreed
tointensify their collabora-
tive effortsto address these
threats, which pose signi-
ficantriskstonationaland
regional security. Theyalso
committed to enhancing
information sharing, cap-
acitybuilding,and sharing
bestpracticesbetween their
relevantagencies. Thisrobust
cooperation extends to mult-
ilateral platformssuchasthe
United Nations, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation’s

Regional Anti&Terrorist St-
ructure (SCO&RATS),and
the Eurasian Group on Co-
mbating MoneyLaundering
and Financing of Terrorism
(EAG). The nextmeetingis
scheduledtobeheldin Uzb-
ekistan, continuing this vital
partnership.

Keralaand appointedasthe
Governor of Tamil Nadu.

B Following this, President

DroupadiMurmuappointed

B Om PrakashMathur—anative

L' ‘"‘6 a" =
Bhavan.

Rajendra Vishwanath Ar-
lekar, who previouslyserved
asthe GovernorofKeralaand
heldadditional chargeasthe
Governor of TamilNadu, has
beenrelieved ofhisdutiesin

.‘\ri ofRajasthanand the former
'- Governor of Sikkim—asthe
. newGovernor ofKerala. The

i

lwlh | Governor of Kerala, took

swearing&in ceremony for
Om Prakash Mathur, the29th

placeyesterdayat12:30 PM
attheRajBhavan (Lok Bhav-
an) in Thiruvananthapuram.
ChiefJustice of the Kerala
High Court, Soumen Sen,
administered theoath of office.

Theeventwasattended by

ChiefMinister V.D. Sathees-
an, Leader ofthe Opposition
Pinarayi Vijayan, various min-
isters, the ChiefSecretary,and
otherhigh&rankingofficials.
Uponassuminghis official
duties, Om Prakash Mathur
issuedanordertoofficials proh-
ibitingnon&vegetarianfoodat
theRajBhavan. Thismovehas
sparkedamajor controversyin
Kerala, with manyexpressing
their opposition to the ban.
AllIndia Congress Commi-
ttee (AICC) General Secret-
aryK.C. Venugopal, MP, has
voiced hiscondemnationvia
apostonhisFacebook page.

In his statement, he noted:
“Keralaisastatewithadiverse
culinaryculture”
Asacoastalstate, thereis
anabundanceoffishresources
here. Consequently,bothveg-
etariansand non&vegetarians
livehereinequalmeasure.
Anyattempttorestrict
dietaryhabits or dictate what
peopleshouldeatisunaccep-
table. Such directives—which
interferewithfood choicesand
threaten theunique, plural-
isticway oflife of the people
of Kerala—violate thefund-
amentalrights guaranteed by
the Constitution, hestated.

Confusionin Maduraias TVK members post

‘Reels’ claiming credit for Corporation works
AIADMK, DMK, and Communist partiesraise

MADURAI: Duringa
Corporation Council meeti-
ng,the ATADMK, DMK, and
Communist partiesalleged
thatmembersofthe TVK (Ta-
mizhaga Vetri Kazhagam)are
creating confusion by posting
‘Reels’ (social mediavideos)
claimingthattheycarried out
various Madurai Corpora-
tion projects. The meeting
waspresided over by Deputy
Mayor Nagarajanand Com-
missioner Gaurav Kumar.
Deputy Mayor’s remarks:
Officialsare notperform-
ingtheir duties properly.
Several Corporation&ow-
ned propertiesacross the
city—including the former
MP’s office in Tallakulam
and Mangamma Chathira-
m—havebeenhanded over
to private parties through
leases orrentalagreemen-

ReS|dents ofVadugapattl haverequested the
removal of the dilapidated old panchayat office build-
inginthe area. Currently, there are cracks inmany
places, the plasterhas peeled off, and the structureis
insuchaprecarious state thatitcould collapse atany
moment. Itis also becoming a habitat for stray dogs
andvenomous creatures.

ts,and somehaveevenbeen
givento certaintrusts. Asa
result, the Corporationis
losingoutonrevenue.

Theseassetsmustbere-
covered. * Jayaram, DMK
floorleader: We,the 65 DMK
councilors, supportyou;
pleasetakeactionyourself.
Officialsseem tobelisten-
ing only to whatthe TVK
memberssay. The Comm-
issioner must take action.
*Commissioner: Action
will be taken against any
officials found tobeact-
ing in a biased manner.
* Jayaram: Some officials
disregard ourrequests. The
DMK will return to power
and regain control of the
Corporation. We will track
down these officials—wh-
erever they maybe—and
hold them accountable for
their currentlack of respect
toward us.

* Solairaja, ATADMK
Leaderofthe Opposition:I
commend the Commissioner
forallocatingward&level fu-

nds Meanwhlle Corporatlon
SanitaryInspector Ramesh
and Assistant Engineer Siva-
sankarihavebeensubjected
tophysicalattacks. A casehas
beenfiled against Ramesh
forusing caste&based slurs.
Officialsrequire protection,
and the Commissioner sh-
ould take steps to have this
case quashed. The Municipal
Corporationisshowing fa-
voritism to private entities
regarding taxassessments,
andthe Corporation’slegal
departmenthasbecomedys-
functional. * Jayaraj (DMK),
Chairperson ofthe Health Co-
mmittee: Howcantradeunion
membersassault Municipal
Corporation officials? Action
mustbetakenagainstthem.
*Noorjahan (DMK): Thero-
dentmenaceintheaccounts
departmentmustbebrought
toanend.
Supportshouldbe pr-
ovided forthetreatmentof
children with special needs
whoare studyingin Muni-
cipal Corporationschools.

allegations duringthe Council meeting

e (Tamizhaga VetriKaz-
M hagam)arefilmingthe
g/ workcarried outbythe
Municipal Corporat-
ionandreleasingitas
‘reels’ onsocialmedia,
ly with the cooperation
I of the officials. This
© createstheimpressi-
onamong the public
thatthe councilorsare
not doing theirjobs
(atthispoint, several
ATADMKand DMK coun-
cilors from various wards
echoed thesame complaint).
Furthermore, officialsarede-
mandingmoneyto carryout
Corporation&related tasks.
* Deputy Mayor: If petitions
submitted duringzonal mee-
tingsremain pending, action
should betakenagainstthe
responsible officials.

I myselfhad to pay out
of my own pocketto geta
particular task completed.
*Nathanathan (DMK): Sa-
nitation workers who file
false complaintsshould be
permanently dismissed. The
Municipal Corporation sho-
uldnotengagein negotiations
regardingsanitation worker
issueswithunionrepresen-
tativeswhoare notofficially
registered orapproved by the
Commissioner. Additionally,
neglected roadsand non&{-
unctionalstreetlightsin the
wards mustbeaddressed.
Thisishow the discussion
unfolded.
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New Chairpersonand Members Appointed Elon Musk BecomesUS's Largest Political Donor,
to the Real Estate Regulatory Authority
TheyMet Chief Minister Vij

|

CHENNALI: Paneendra
Reddy, whohasbeenapp-
ointed asthe Chairperson
ofthe Tamil Nadu Real Es-
tate Regulatory Authority
(TNRERA),along with the
newlyappointed members,
metwith Chief Minister Vi-
jaytoreceivehisbestwishes.
TheReal Estate (Regulation

ulatesresidentialand comm-
ercialtransactionsbetween
buyersandsellersinthereal
estatesector.

Under this Act,a Real
Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA)hasbeenestablished
atthestatelevel tooverseethe
real estate sectorand adju-
dicate disputesrelated toit.
The Tamil NaduReal Estate

Regulatory Authority func-
tionsinaccordance with this
mandate.

Last]July, the TamilNadu
governmentappointedretired
IASofficer K. PhanindraRe-
ddyasthe Chairpersonofthe
authority, withretired District
Judge A.Nazeer Ahmedand
retiredIAS officer Rita Harish
Thakkar servingasmembers.

aytoReceive His Best Wishes

Thestate governmenthasnow
issueda GovernmentOrder
(G.0O.)introducingchanges
totheadministrativebody of
thisauthority.
Accordingly, K. Phan-
indraReddy will continue
toserveasthe Chairperson.
Thenewlyappointed members
includeretired IASofficersRita
Harish Thakkarand MaithiliK.
Rajendran,alongwithretired
DistrictJudgeS. Kirubakaran
Madhuramandretired Chief
Engineer K.P.Sathiyamurthy
(whoreplacesretired Distri-
ctJudge A.Nazeer Ahmed).
Againstthisbackdrop, K
PhanindraReddy, the Chai-
rpersonof TNRERA (Tamil
NaduReal Estate Regulatory
Authority),along with the
members, met with Chief
Minister M.K. Stalinatthe Se-
cretariatin Chennaiyesterday
toreceive hlS well&wishes.

and Development) Actreg-

The Un|on M|n|sterfor Defence Shri Rajnath Singhin agroup photograph duringthe Army Commanders’
Conference,inNew Delhi.

Temple Administration Begins Preparationand Sale
of Prasadam at Parthasarathy Temple, Triplicane

Minister Ramesh Inaugurates the Initiative

CHENNAI: Minister for
HinduReligiousand Charit-
ableEndowments (HR&CE)
Department, PK. Sekar Babu
(referred tohereas Minister
Ramesh), inaugurated an
initiative yesterday at the
Parthasarathy Swamy Temple
in Triplicane, under which
*prasadam* (consecrated
food offerings) prepared by
thetempleadministration will
bemadeavailabletodevotees.

Duringthepresentationof
thedemandfor grantsforthe
HinduReligiousand Charita-
ble EndowmentsDepartment,
severalannouncements were
made—including plans for
templerenovation works, the
provision ofbasicamenities
for devotees, the expansion
of*annadhanam* (charitable
fooddistribution) schemes,

and thedevelopmentofed- §

ucational institutions.

The Minister had previo-

uslyannouncedthat,instead
ofrelying on *prasadam*

(consecratedfood offerings) 7~
prepared byprivate parties, g
thetempleadministrations §

themselves would prepare

and provide*prasadam*to

devoteeswithin the premises 3

of major temples.
Accordingly,in37 ma-
jortemples—includingthe
Swaminathaswami Temple
in Swamimalai (Thanjavur
district) and the Vanabha-
drakaliyamman Templein
Thekkampatti (Coimbatore
district)—thetempleadmin-
istrationsarenow preparing
anddistributinghigh&quality
*prasadam*todevotees. Asa
continuation of thisinitiative,

the Minister for HinduReligio-
usand Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE), P.K.Sekar Babu
(referredtohereasRamesh),
inaugurated theschemeye-
sterdayatthe Parthasarathy
Swamy Templein Triplicane.
Onthisoccasion,

he distributed *pras-
adam*—suchas *laddu*,
*puliyodharai* (tamarind
rice),*adhirasam*, *milagu
vadai* (pepper *vadai*),and

*thenkuzhal* —tothedev-
otees presentatthe temple.
Itisnoteworthythat *thenk-
uzhal*ispricedat325,while
theother*prasadam* items
aresoldfor320each.
Theeventwasattended by
the Commissioner of the Hi-
nduReligiousand Charitable
Endowments Department,
Vinay; the Temple Deputy
Commissioner, C. Nithya;and
otherdepartmental officials.

“Chief Minister Vijayis a dictator stripping away
freedom of expression” - Criticism by Sellur Raju

MADURAI:Former Mi-
nister Sellur Rajuhasaccused
ChiefMinister Vijayofbecom-
ingadictatorwhosuppresses
freedomofexpression, pointing
tothedirectivethatgovernm-
entemployeesareprohibited
fromexpressingtheiropinions.
Ontheoccasionofthedeath
anniversary of the Maruthu
Pandiyarbrothers, former
Minister Sellur Raju paid fl-
oral tributesto their statues
locatedintheScottRoadarea
ofMaduraiyesterdayevening.
Speaking to reporte-
rs afterward, he stated:
“Ademocraticnationhasturned
intoan ‘ignorant’ (incompetent)

administration followingthe
temporarysuccessofthe TVK
(Tamizhaga VetriKazhagam).
Whenlaunching
hisparty, Chief
Minister Vijay
promisedtobr-
inginnovation,
fosternewdev-
elopment,and
ensurefreedom ;
forall. !
Heevenclaimedthat Ta-
milNaduhadbeenruined
under therule of Dravidian
movements;yet,
heisnowfollowinginthe
footstepsofthose verymov-
ementsand continuingtheir
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legacy. Sixmonthshave passed,
buthehasfailedtointroduce
anythingnew. Varioussections
of society,includ-
inggovernment

‘g employees, are
. protestingtode-

| mandtheirrights.

" Tomakema-
ttersworse, aci-
rcularhasbeen
issuedforbidding
governmentemployeesfrom
expressing their opinions-
—amovethatsuggests Chief
Minister Vijay hastransfor-
medintoadictator whosti-
flesfreedom of expression.”
“Thegovernmenthasfailedto

takeanyactionregardingrising
prices,lawandorderissues,or
theproliferation of narcotics.
With crimesagainstwomen
ontheriseandchildrengoing
missing,onehastowonder:
whatwasthepointofev-
enformingthe ‘Singappe-
nnPadai’ (Lioness Force)?”
“Thosewho captured power
throughroadshowsand ‘Reels’
(socialmediaclips) willonly
beaccepted by the peopleif
theydeliver ‘real’ governance”
“Iftheybelievetheycanrun
agovernmentanda political
partysolelythrough ‘Reels; the
peoplewillcertainlyteachthem
afittinglessonverysoon...

Pumps $442 Millioninto Republican Campaigns

WASHINGTON:Billion-
aireElon Muskhasemergedas
thelargestindividual political
donorin UShistory, inject-
ing over $442 million into
Republican campaignsand
politicalgroupsahead ofthe
November 3 midtermelectio-
ns. Thissubstantial spending
highlightsasignificantshift
inpolitical financing.

Musk, the CEO of Tesla
and SpaceX, channeled an
additional $76.8 million
into his America PAC over
the pastmonth, bringinghis
total contributions for the
upcomingelectionstomore
than $442 million.

This PAC, established

duringthe2024election cy-
cle,received these fundsin
October,add-
ingtothe $366
millionalready
spentsupport-
ingRepublican
candidatesand
theiraffiliated
groups.
Reports
from The Washington Post
indicate that MusK’s political
spendingislargelyaimedat
helping Republicansmaintain
control of Congress. A sign-
ificantportion ofhisrecent
donationshasfocusedonthe
closely contested Texas Senate
race, where Republican Ken

Paxtonischallenging Dem-
ocrat James Talarico.
CBSNewsde-
tailed that Musk
donated $158 mi-
lliontotheSenate
Leadership Fund,
akeyPACsuppo-
rting Republican
Senatecandidates.
Thesefundswere
subsequently transferred to
aTexas&based PACbacking
Paxton. His contributions
included $75 million on Se-
ptember9andanother $83
million two weekslater,ac-
countingforoverhalfofthe
Senate Leadership Fund’stotal
receiptsinthethird quarter.

Muskalso contributed $10
million to the pro&Paxton
LoneStar Liberty PAC, $20
millionto the Congressional
Leadership Fund supporti-
ngHouse Republicans, $10
million to the Republican
Governors Association,and
$2million to the Republican
Attorneys General Asso-
ciation. His America PAC
hasalsobacked Republican
candidatesin competitive
congressional races.

This renewed financial
backingmarksasignificant
returntolarge&scalepolitical
contributionsby Musk, imp-
actingthebalance ofpolitical
powerin Washington.

Torrential waters cascade down Thalaiyar
Falls, the tallest waterfall in Tam1l Nadu'

DINDUTAL: Heavy rainfall in
Kodaikanal has caused water to cas-
cade with greatforce down Thalaiyar
Falls, the tallest waterfallin Tamil Nadu.
Over the pastfew days, the Kodaika-
nalregioninDindigul districtand its
surroundinghilly areas have experi-
encedheavydownpours. Asaresult,
Thalaiyar Falls—thehighest waterfall
in Tamil Nadu—is seeinga massive
surge of water. The continuousrainin
thehillshasled toasignificantincre-
aseinwater flow, creatingastunning
spectacleasthewater plunges 975 feet,
appearingalmostlikeastream of milk.
Similarly, the famous Silver Cascade
Falls (Velli Neervizhchi),located at
the entrance to Kodaikanal, hasalso
experienced asuddensurge. The wa-

terhasturned brownand
iscascadingdown witha
thunderousroar. Duetothis
surge, floodwatersspilled
ontothemainroadnearSil-
ver CascadeFalls, causinga
trafficstandstill thatlasted
forovertwohours, affect-
ingcars, buses,and other
vehicles heading toward
Kodaikanal. This caused
significanthardshipforboth
touristsandlocalresidents. |
Intheinterestofpublicand
touristsafety, the district
administration hasissued
awarningadvisingpeople
tostayaway from theareas
near the waterfalls.

Russian Rear Admiral Meets Indian Navy
Chiefin KochiAmidst Pacific Fleet Visit

KERALA:RussianRear
Admiral Evgeny Myasoyedov,a
seniorofficer fromthe Russian
Navy’s Pacific Fleet, met with
Rear Admiral Prakash Gopalan,
ChiefofStaff, Southern Naval
Command, Indian Navy,in
Kochion Saturday.

Thishigh&levelinterac-
tionispartofagoodwill visit
by Russian naval vessels to
India, underscoring the st-
rong maritimetiesbetween
thetwonations. The Russian

EmbassyinIndiaconfirmed
themeeting, highlightingthe
ongoingvisitofthePacificFleet
shipstoKochi. Three Russi-
annavalvessels - thefrigate
Marshal Shaposhnikov, the
largeanti&submarine ship
Admiral Tributs,and thetanker
Pechenga-arrivedat Kochi
portonOctober21.Suchport
callsarecrucialforfostering
international cooperation
and understandingamong
navies. Thismeeting follows

closelyontheheelsof ‘Exercise
INDRA 2026, abilateralnaval
exerciseconductedbyIndiaand
Russiafrom October13to18.
Theexercise,whichincludeda
harbour phasein Vladivostok,
aimedtobolster operational
coordination, interoperability,
and mutual understanding.
Indian Navy’s INS Sahyadri
participated, engagingin
professional exchangesand
planning conferences with
Russiancounterparts.

TheIndian Navyempha-
sized thattheseengagements
reflectboth countries’ comm-
itmenttoenhancingmaritime
cooperation. Indiasparticip-
ationinsuchnaval exercises
alignswith the Government
of India’s MAHASAGAR’
vision—Mutualand Holistic
AdvancementforSecurityand
Growth AcrossRegions-furt-
herstrengtheningthebroader
defencepartnershipbetween
Indiaand Russia.

Uttarakhand youth creates aflying
carwithoutan engineering degree

DEHRADUN:Dehradun:
Proving the wisdom of the
ancientpoet Valluvar—who
stated that “diligent effort
leadstosuccess”—ayoung
man from Uttarakhand na-
med Ravi Tamtahasachieved
aremarkable feat. Without
anyformalengineeringed-
ucation,andbyleveraging
theinternetalongside his
own practical experience, he
hasdevelopedaprototype of
aflyingcar.

Ravi,whoholdsaB.A.
degree,hasnamedhissing-
le&seater, battery&operated
flying vehicle “Habida Skyn-
ex” Thevehiclesuccessfully

F v
f.‘ AT

Inthe Rajktdlstrlct of Gujarat, police have carried outa swiftoperationand arrested 17 quack doctors who

completeditstestflight PR

last August Itis capable

landing, ehmlnatmg
theneedforarunway.
Muchlike adrone, it | g8
utilizeselectricmotors
and propellers.
However, itwillbe
some time beforeitis
readyfor commercial passe-
nger transport. Ravigrewup
inKafligan,avillagenestled
inthe mountainousterrain
ofthe Almoradistrictin Ut-
tarakhand.
Duetotherugged, hilly
landscape, reaching medical
facilitiesinan emergency of-

iy

tenrequiredtravelingalong
long, winding, and difficult
roads. Toaddress this prob-
lem, he conceived theidea
of aflyingcar.In2015, he
began working to turn this
dream into reality. Without
alaboratoryorexpensive
equipment, he used theint-
ernetas hlS classroomand,

- , &

afteryearsof experim-
= entation, reached this
"~ significant milestone.
Thisisnotthefirst
% timeRavihascreateda
| uniqueinvention; pr-
eviously, he developed
footwear thatcharges
. mobilephones,asmart

stickfor thevisuallyimp-
aired,abamboo&cuttingtool,
andfirefightingequipment
forthe forestdepartment.
RaviTamdaservesasan ex-
cellentexample thatone can
achievegreatthingsthrough
hard workand a passion for
innovation, even without for-
malacademicqualifications.
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were providing allopathic medical treatmentto the publicwithoutany medical degrees. Investigations have
revealed thatmostofthemhad only completed the 10thor 12th grade.
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