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Minister Modiin’‘Mann KiBaat’

CHENNALI: Speakingon
the ‘Mann KiBaat’ progra-
mme, Prime Minister Modi
said: “Through ‘MannKiBaat,
Ibow to the ‘people power’
(Jan Shakti) of our nation. It
providesan opportunityto
connectwith familiesacross
the countryand converse with
themasoneoftheirown. This
affection fromthelistenersis
aninvaluabletreasure tome.

Thisjourney, whichbegan
12 yearsago ontheauspici-
ous day of Vijayadashami,
continues to progress succ-

Greetings forDiwaliand Chhathfestivals

essfully with the overwhel-
mingsupportofthe people”
“Overthepast 12 years, Mann
KiBaat hasbroughttolightthe
inspiringstories of countless
achievers—individualsenga-
gedinuniqueworkthatoften
goesunnoticed. In Punjab,
the ‘Kheti Virasat Mission’
isspearheadingarevival of
organicfarmingand traditi-
onalagricultural practices”
“Ournation’straditional skills

havebeenanintegralpartof ingnatural,chemical&free

ouridentity for generations.
Forthefirsttimein theworld,
the Sudha Gopalakrishnan
Centre for BrainImagingat
IIT Madrashasdevelopeda
brain&imagingtechnology
platformthatcreateshigh&-
resolution 3D imagesofthe
humanbrain. Inthe Malwa
region of Punjab, the ‘Nav
Trinjan’ initiative promotes
the cultivation of cotton us-

methods.

Byusingnaturally colo-
ured cotton, thereisnoneed
foranyadditional chemical
substancesinthe production of
yarnand fabric—justimagine
howsignificantacontribution
thisistothe environment.”
“Everyoneshould encourage
organdonation;ithelpssave
livesand advances medical
research.

Tourists advised not to visit Yercaud - Urgent
appeal from the Salem District Collector!

SALEM: Dueto extremely
heavyrainfallin the Yercaud
region, the Salem District Co-
llector hasurged tourists to
avoid visiting Yercaud today.
Furthermore, traffic divers-
ionshavebeenimplemented
onthehillroadsto prevent
any untoward incidents.
With the onset of the Nor-
theast Monsoon in Tamil
NaduonOctober 15, various

partsofthe state have been
experiencing widespread
rain. Salem districthasbe-
enreceiving heavyrainfall
sinceyesterday;significant
downpourswererecorded
last nightin the Attur and
Vazhapadiareas,

while the Yercaud hi-
Il region also experien-
cedintense, heavy rain.
The Meteorological Depart-

menthasforecast
extremely heavy
rainfall for Yer-
caud today.
Giventhese-
| verity oftherain,
thereisarisk of
' rockfallsalong
the hill roads.
o Consequently,
.= Salem District
A Collector El-
am Bhagavat
hasrequested that touri-
stsrefrain from traveling
tothe Yercaud hill region.
Duetotheextremelyheavy
rainfall, touristsare advised
nottovisit Yercaud, as the-
reisariskoflandslidesand
rockfallsonthehillroads.
The District Collector has
alsourgedlocalresidentsto
completelyavoid traveling

byvehicle during this period
ofheavyrain.

Additionally, the Col-
lector hasrequestedlocal
residents to avoid using
vehiclesduringtherainand
hasasked for public coop-
eration with the police, as
certain traffic diversions
havebeen putin place on
theroadsleadingto Yercaud.
Thepublicisalsoadvised not
totouchelectricity polesor
powerlines duringtherain.
Touristsare further cautioned
toremain extremely vigilant
inareas pronetolandslides.
Itisalso worth noting that
the district collectors of
the Nilgiris and Valparai
regionshaveissued orders
for touriststorefrain from
visiting these areas until
tomorrow.

“Justas Lord Rama’s sandals once ruled Ayodhya,

itis Stalin’s sandals thatare ruling Tamil Nadu”
Dindigull. Leoni’s controversial remarks

CHENNAL: A highly
controversial statement
by DindigulI. Leoni—c-
laiming that Tamil Nadu
isbeing governed by fo-
rmer Chief Minister St-
alin’s sandals, muchlike
howLord Rama’s sandals
onceruled Ayodhya—
has caused a major stir.
Duringaweddingceremo-
nyheldin Thiruvanmiyur,
Chennai, for the family of

former minister K.K.S.S.R.
Ramachandran—an event
attended by former Chief
Minister Stalin and his wife,
Durga—DMK speaker Di-
ndigull. Leoniremarked:
“Tustas Lord Rama’s sandals
ruled Ayodhya, itisthesan-
dalsthat Stalinleftbehind
thatareruling Tamil Nadu
today. Every scheme curre-
ntlybeingimplemented was
initiated by Stalin. Whether
itisthefinancial assistance
for women, the breakfast
scheme, the Periyar Knowl-
edge Centrein Coimbatore,
orthefreebustravelscheme
for women—the people think

ofyouinall ofthese.

Itisyoursandalsthatare
ruling Tamil Nadu! And there
isno ‘Bharata’ [to represent
you] here.

Inthepast, sandalsruled
Ayodhya for 14 years; but
this current regime will co-
metoanendin 14 weeksor
14 months, and the rule of
the ‘Rising Sun’ [the DMK
symbol] willreturn” These
controversial comments,
madeintheverypresence of
former Chief Minister Stalin,
have sparked a significant
uproar. Since the formation
ofthe TVK (Tamizhaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam) government,
several DMK officials have

madeinflammatoryrema-
rks. Former DMK minister
AnitaR.Radhakrishnanused
derogatory, singular&form
language whenreferringto
Chief Minister Vijay; he was
subsequentlyarrested and
laterreleased onbail. Furth-
ermore, Vilathikulam MLA
Markandeyan threatened
inthe Legislative Assembly
thathe would “break Vijay’s
bones”—astatement for wh-
ichhewasalsoarrestedand
later released on bail.
Following this, duringa
protestled by Udhayanidhi
Stalinagainst the Karnataka
governmentover the Cauvery
water dispute, someonein

the crowd mentioned the
nameofanactress.

Udhayanidhirespon-
dedwithacommentabout
herthatcarriedadouble
entendre; consequently,
the police arrested him
andtookhimall the wayto
Thanjavur. Hewaslater rel-
eased onbail after the court
intervenedand expressedits
disapproval. Subsequently,
while campaigning for the
Dharapuram by&election,
M.K. Stalin made remarks
about Sathyabhama—who
had switched from the AIA-
DMK tothe TVK (Tamizhaga
Vetri Kazhagam)—implying
thatshehadaccepteda “box
of money” (bribe) to make
the switch. Stalin referred
toheras “PettiBhama” (Box
Bhama)whohad “performed
asomersault” (switched sid-
es),and mocked her physical
appearancein the contextof
this “somersault.”

These comments, which
amountedtobody&shaming,
drewwidespread condem-
nation.

Furthermore, the Ayu-
shman’schemehasenabled
peopletoaccessbetter health-
carefacilities.” People should
participate enthusiastically
inthe ‘Run for Unity’ (Unity
Marathon) on October 31st,
thebirthanniversaryof Valla-
bhbhai Patel; it will strengthen
Indias unity and reaffirm the
people’scommitmentto the
nation. Pleasealso extend yo-
ursupporttolocal products.

Happy Diwali!

People shouldincorp-
oratemilletsinto theirdiet.
My dear fellow countrymen,
the coming dayswill bring
festivalslike Diwali, Chhath,
and many others. Celebra-
tethese festivals with your
entire family, while staying
healthyand safe.

Include othersin your x"_ ‘
joy. I extend my best wi- +#
shes to all of you for the

upcoming festive season.
Prime Minister Modi
said this.

Another Decisive BIw by th
BJP Government Against Drugs

NEW DELHI Inastate-

ment, Union Home Minister
AmitShahannounced that
the BJP&led governmenthas

dealtanother
fatalblowto
thedrugme-
nacethrough
‘Operation
Trident. Rai-
dsconducted
across38loc-
| ationsinthe

states of Ass-
am, Mizoram,and Manipurled
tothearrestof 18 individuals
linked to an international

drugtrafficking syndicate.
Theoperationuncovered ‘ha-
wala’ (illegal money transfer)
transactionsamounting to
100crore.

Additionally, 1,424 bank
accounts werefrozen, assets
worth317.82 crorewereseiz-
ed,and 500 detonatorsalong
with312lakhin cash were
recovered. Thisoperation
underscores the central gov-
ernment’s firm commitment

tomakingIndiaadrug&free
nationbyDecember31,2029.
“Indiawill continue its
fight until the final nail is
driveninto the coffin of dr-
ug trafficking syndicates,”
AmitShah stated. Hefurther
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to the central
agencies, the police forces
ofthe three states, and the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) for their efforts.

Terrorism Unacceptable, Never Justified
Jaishankar Calls for Stronger Global Resolve

NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishank-
arhasstronglyasserted that
terrorism canneverbejust-
ified orrationalized, calling
ita“deadlythreattopeace.

“Speakingatthe Chinm-
aya Amrit Mahotsav Global
Sammelan on UN Day at
Bharat Mandapam, Jaisha-
nkar emphasized theneed
forastronger globalresolve
to counter terrorisminallits
forms. He criticized states
thatfail to demonstrate zero
tolerancetowardsthisthreat,
highlighting how political

calculationssometimes
overshadow historical
lessons.
Jaishankarundersc-
ored thattheuseofterro-
rismasan instrument of
statecraftisunacceptable.
Heurgedtheworld tode-
velopasharperawareness
of this common threat.
HisremarkscameasIn-
diacondemnedarecent
deadlyattackonachurchin
Karak, Jordan, which claimed

sevenlives. The Ministry of

External Affairstermed the
incidenta “heinous” and

“cowardly” act, reaffirming
India’s unwavering commit-
menttocombating terrorism
globally.

The Minister also lin-
ked peace with economic

progress, warning that
unequal developmentin
aninterconnected world
couldleadto continuous
instability.

He called for refo-
rms within the United
Nations, stating that its
shortcomings mustbere-
= cognizedandaddressed.

¥ ’53.‘ Jaishankar stressed that

large parts of the world
cannotbe excluded from
decision&makingand that
the UN mustshowleadership
inglobal crises, not merely
beaspectator.

7 dead after explosives detonate
inalorry mAndhra Pradesh

ANANTHAGIRI:
Seven people have di-
ed following an explosi-
on of explosives stored in
alorryin AndhraPradesh.
Road construction workis
currentlyunderwayin the
Pinakotaarea of Anantha-
giri Mandal, located in the
AlluriSitaramaRajudistrict
of AndhraPradesh. Lorries
arebeingusedtotransport
crushed stone (gravel) for
this project.
Whenoneofthelorries
ranoutofdiesel, the driver
returned with fuel froma
petrolstationand wasinthe
processofrefillingthe tank.

Thelorry was JHa#
carryingexpl- @
osivesintended [
foruseinastone
quarry.
While the 585
diesel was be- ;-tg b
ing poured, . -
the explosives G-

unexpected- ¥is. T EE

4‘."'

ly detonated. ¥+
Theblast cau- 3
sed severeda- ik
magetothelo-

rryand an auto&rickshaw
that was parked nearby.
Sixindividuals—including
fiveworkersengagedin the
road construction (identified
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asMani,

Narayana, and Pavan
Kumar,amongothers) and
thelorrydriver—died on
thespot.

A government school

teacher named Sunitha, who
was passing by on her way
toschool, sustained critical
injuriesand passed away
whilebeing transported to
thehospital.
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Today horoscope

Your wishes will be fulfilled. You will regain
your lost standing within the family. Expected
fundswillarrive. You will gain the friendship of
influential people. Work pressure at the office will
decrease. Inbusiness, you will achieve success by
navigating the nuances of the trade.

Youwill feel self-confident. Financial inflows |~ { N
will besatisfactory. Youwill receive support from |
family members. Your children willact with a
sense of responsibility. You will successfully
handlebusiness competition. Itisadvisable to
avoidargumentsatthe workplace.

You will reconnect with old friends. Your children will
% openupandshare their thoughts with you. You
willbe firm and disciplined regarding financial
atters. Youwill receive support from colleagues
atwork. Inbusiness, you willemploy new
strategiestoattractlong-standing clients.

You will understand the feelings of your family members
and adaptaccordingly. Financial gains will bring peace of
mind. Youwillnowbeable to resolvelong-
pendingdisputes through discussion. Business
will pick up momentum. Avoid making
enemies at the workplace.

Youwillreceive good news fromafar. You

will fulfill the wishes of your family members.

. Youmayreplaceavehiclethathasbeen causing
frequenttrouble. Animportantdocumentyou
weresearching foratthe office willbe found. You
willexpand yourbusinesssignificantly.

Expenses may exceed yourincome.
Unnecessaryarguments with family members
couldarise. Asyouareunder theinfluence of
‘Chandrashtama’ (a period requiring caution),
think carefully before taking anyaction. Avoid 7
gettingangrywith staffin your business. Your
statusand respectat the office willincrease.

Tasks that were previously stalled willnow be com-

pleted successfully. You will find effective solutions to old
H problemsbyadoptinga differentapproach. You
XTI X may undertake a work-related trip toanother
il : location. Inbusiness, youwillacceptadvice
fromyour partner.

Thearrival of guests will bringjoyto yourhome. You
may purchaseanewelectronicdevice. You
mightrenovate orexpand yourancestralhom
Practice compromise within the family.In
business, youwillbeableto collect
outstanding dues. Avoid gettingintoarguments
attheoffice.

Everythingyoutouchwillturnto success. Mental con-
$u510n willfade, giving way to clarity. Youwill speak
_\ fromaplace of experience. New avenues willopen
: up tosettleold debts. Siblings will value your
words. Youwill see progressinboth business

andyour career.

Youwilltend toavoid arguments. You will
findjoyinreflectingon pleasantmemoriesand
pastachievements. Youwillhold theupperhand
inmostsituations. Maintainacalm demeanorat
theworkplace. Inbusiness, ensure you give due
importanceto the opinionsofyour partners.
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You will experience happiness through
~\ your children and gain benefits from relatives.
Youmay purchase modernelectronic gadgets.
Long-held dreamswill cometrue. Youmaybe
recommended foranew positionatwork,and
youwillfind successinbusiness.

Withthe Moon transiting through yourown
sign, youmay encounter unplanned expenses or
unexpected travel. Family memberswillbe
supportive.Inbusiness, treat your employees
withkindness.

Target of 50 rocket

launches annuall

ISRO Chairman
V. Narayananshares update

CHENNALI: The conv-
ocation ceremonyofthe Sri
Ramachandra Institute of
Higher Educationand Re-
search (SRIHER) in Porur,
Chennai, washeld yesterday.
Attheevent, V. Narayanan,

e Chairman ofthe Indian Sp-

aceResearch Organisation

(ISRO),awarded degrees to 455 studentsacross various

disciplines, including Nursing, Medical Research, Bio-

medical Sciencesand Technology, Audiology and Spe-

ech&Language Pathology, Occupational Therapy, and
Social Sciences.

The ceremonywasattended by V.R. Venkataachalam,
Chancellor of the Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher
Educationand Research; R.V. Senguttuvan, Pro&Chan-
cellor; Dr. K. Balaji Singh, Dean of the Medical College;
Dr. S. Senthil Kumar, Registrar; Dr. P. Venkataachalam,
Dean of Research; Dr. R. Padmavathi, Controller of Ex-
aminations;and]. Ravishankar, Director of Finance,
among others. Speakingatthe event,ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan stated:

“Atargethasbeensettoincrease Indias shareinthe
global space economyto 10 percent. Workis progressi-
ngintensively on ‘Gaganyaan’—India’s historichuman
spaceflight mission. Toachieve the goal oflaunching 50
rocketsannually, the space sector canbe strengthened th-
rough private sector participationin areassuchaslaunch
infrastructureand rocket manufacturing technology. In
TamilNadu, newlaunchinfrastructureis currentlybeing
developed at Kulasekarapattinam.”
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Chennai: CommlssmnerAmaIraj presented rewards and certificates of appreciation t 20 pollce
personnelfortheirmeritorious service inthe police force.

Caste-based attackson students Minister Ra]mohan

CHENNAL: Itisdistress-
ingthatcaste&based attacks
onstudentsaretakingplace
inschools. School Education
Minister Rajmohan hassta-
ted thata fairinvestigation
willbe conducted,and action
willbetakenagainstanyone
found responsible, regar-

dlessoftheir background.
Speakingtoreportersin Ch-
ennaiyesterday, Minister
Rajmohansaid, “Itis painful
tosee caste&based attacks
occurringagainststudents
inschools.
Regardlessofwhoisinvol-
vedorwhattheirbackground
may be, afairinvestigation
willbe carried out,and app-
ropriateactionwillbetaken.”
Headded thatjustasphysical
education classes exist for
the physical well&being of
students, teachers should
setforward&looking goals

toaddressstudents’ mental
well&being. Regarding the
issue of missing childrenin
Tamil Nadu, the policeare
handling the matter with
greatseriousness.

The police have also
advised theinstallation of
CCTV camerasinruralare-
as, similartothoseincities.
Furthermore, the policeare
conductinganintensivein-
vestigationinto this matter.
Thegovernmentisalsotaking
appropriateactionregarding
casesinvolving sexual offens-
es. “TVKoffice&bearershave

notengaged in any sexual
harassment. Thosewhohave
associated themselveswithus
throughonline platformssup-
portingthe TVKarenot,infact,
office&bearersof our party.
Regardingtheinspections
conducted by the Municipal
Corporation, Mayor Priya
hasnotbeensidelined or ex-
cluded;shewasnotleftoutof
theinvitations. Sheneed not
wait foraformalinvitation to
attend—sheismorethanwel-
cometojointheseinspections,
regardlessofanyestablished
conventions,” hestated.

Saudi Arabialntercepts Houthi Missile
Targeting Riyadh, Flights Resume

RIYADH: Saudi Arabi-
asair defensessuccessfully
intercepted and destroyed
aballisticmissilelaunch-
edbyHouthirebelsfrom
Yemen towardsthe capital,
Riyadh, on Sunday. This
incidentfollows claimsby
the Houthimilitiathatthey
targeted several keyinstall-
ations, includingKing Kh-
alid International Airport,
andenergyinfrastructure
acrossthekingdom.

The Saudi&led coaliti-
onconfirmedtheinterce-
ption, with spokesperson

Colonel Turkibin Saleh
al&Malikistating thatair
defensesneutralized the
threat. Simultaneously, the
General Directorate of Civ-
ilDefensein Riyadhissued
analert, reassuringresi-
dentsthatthedangerhad
passedandurgingthemto
followsafetyinstructions.
Amidsttheheightened
securityconcerns,King
Khalid International Airp-
ortannounced theresum-
ptionofflightoperations
fromitstwo terminals. Te-
rminal 1 isnowdesignated

fordomesticflights,and Te-
rminal 2 forinternational
flights operated by national
carriers. Passengershave
beenadvised to contactthe-
irairlinesto confirmflight
detailsbeforeheadingto
theairport.
Houthimilitarysp-
okesperson Yahya Saree
claimedresponsibility for
thewidespread attacks, st-
atingtargetsincluded King
Khalid AirportinRiyadh,
Aramcofacilitiesin Yanbu,
Rabigh Refinery, the Eas-
t&West oil pipeline, King

FahdInternational Airport
inDammam, Najran Air-
port,and Khamis Mushait
Airbase. The Houthisreit-
eratedawarningtoairlines
andtravelers,labelingKing
Khalid Airportasa ‘milita-
rytarget’

Inresponsetotheescal-
atingregionaltensions, the
UShasupdateditstravel
advisoryforthe United
Arab Emirates, highligh-
tinganincreased threat of
potentialarmed attacksby
‘Tranian&supported Hout-
hiforces’

Conference on Future Skillsand Al

MADURALI: A conference
organized by the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII)
washeld atthe GRT Hotel
onthe MaduraiRing Road.

The eventfocused on
the evolving educational
landscape, technology,and
strategies to prepare the next
generation for the future.

Balaji Venkataraman, Vi-
ce&Chairman of the CII
Madurai Zone, delivered
thewelcome address.

Uma Bhaskar, Principal
of Mangayarkarasi College
of Artsand Science, expla-
ined the objectives of the
conference. Balasubram-
anian, former Director of

Academicsat CBSE (Delhi),
and Muthaiah, Registrar of
Madurai Kamaraj Univer-
sity, spoke extensively on
the expectations oftoday’s
younger generation, bridging
the gap between education
andindustry,integrating AI
technologyinto classrooms,
and ensuring the mental

well&being of students.
Technical sessions were
conducted on topicssuchas
future&readyskills, practi-
cal&orientedlearning,and
theuse of Al'tools foredu-
cators. Sevugan, Convener
ofthe CII Zonal Education
Panel, proposed the vote of
thanks.

Bihar: Skilled in explosion during
illegal firecracker manufacturlng

PATNA;Five peoplehave
died following an explo-
sionthatoccurred during
the illegal manufacture
of firecrackers in Bihar.
Inavillageinthe Siwandistrict
of Bihar, firecrackers were
beingillegally produced
inside a two-storyhouse,
wherealarge quantity ofthe
itemswasalsostored.

A massive expl sion
suddenly ripped through
thebuilding. Three people
died onthespot. Two others

wererescued and rushed for
medicaltreatment, butthey
succumbed totheirinjuries,
bringingthedeathtolltofive.

Additionally, threeother

individualssustainedinjuries. |

Itisreported thatnoneofthe

injuredinformed the police 8

abouttheincident.
Thedeceasedhavebeen
identifiedas Amrudin Ahmed
(70), Muskal Siddiqui (20),
Khushboo Siddiqui (10),
Arshad Siddiqui(10),and
Rajkumar (35). The police

are currentlyinvestigating

the source of the explosive

materials.
Amongthosewhodied

intheblastwasafirecracker
seller;thevictimsalsoincluded
members ofhisfamilyand
twoworkers.

Tender for the Procurement of
4,900 MW of Electricity

LN 6T
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tenderto proc-
ureelectricity
from the op-
_enmarketon
~ ashort&term
& basis. Thisini-
tiativeaimsto
meetthestate’s
powerdemand

CHENNATI: The Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board (T- duringtheupcoming fe-
NEB) hasissued its fourth stiveseason, coveringthe

period from November 1,
2024,to January 31,2027.
Thetargetisto procureatotal
0f4,900 MW of electricity
over thisperiod.
Specifically, the plan
includes the procurem-
entofup to 2,800 MW in
January—amonth when
electricity demandis pr-
ojected tobeatits peak.

Electricity Board officials
stated thatthese proactive
measures have been taken
toensure the state can me-
etits power requirements
during the festive season
—encompassing Diwali,
Christmas, New Year,and
Pongal—especiallyasthe
Northeast monsoon inte-
nsifies across Tamil Nadu.

e October 25 Chennai 2026

Palani TempleRanksFirstin Revenue

GenerationAmong Templesin TN
g

The Palani Dhandayuthapam Swamy Te—
mple has secured the top position among
temples under the control of the Tami
Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable En-
dowments (HR&CE) Department in terms of
revenue generation. The annual income
of this temple stands at Rs 233.50 crore.
Anofficial Tist of the top 10 highest&e-
arning temples in Tamil Nadu has been re-
Teased. The Palani Dhandayuthapani Swamy
Temple inDindigul district Teads the 1ist
with an annual revenue of Rs 233.50 crore.
The combined annual revenue of these top
10 tempTles amounts to Rs 941.99 crore.
Regarding this, officials fromthe HR&CE
Department stated that hundreds of tho-
usands of devotees fromvarious parts of
the country visit these templesdaily.
To cater to their needs, the department
undertakes initiatives such as improv-
ing basicinfrastructure, impTementing
*annadhanam* (offering of food) schem-
es, andmaintaining cleanliness. They
emphasized that the revenue generated
by the temples isutilized entirely for

Quch purposes.

In the Palar River nearAmbur in T|rupatturd|str|ct
athick, white chemicalfoamhasonce againrisen
severalfeethigh, causingamajorstirinthe area.
Localresidents have alleged thatuntreated chemi-
caleffluentisbeingdischargedintotheriver.

Tenderfor Sweets Production

at AmbatturAavin Dairy

CHENNALI: The Aavinadministration hasissueda
newe&tender for the production of sweetsatits manufa-
cturingfacilityin Ambattur.

Under thisone&year contract,anallocation ofRs. 36.48
lakhhasbeen madefor the productionand supplyof
28.50tonnes of Kaju Katliand Cashew&Pista Rolls, while
Rs.35.52lakhhasbeenallocated for the productionand
supplyof27.75tonnes of Cashew Halwaand Ghee Bad-
usha.

Thetenderstipulates that the sweets mustbe prepar-
ed, packaged, and suppliedinaccordance with the qual-
itystandardsandspecifications setby Aavin. Interested
biddersarerequiredtopayanearnestmoneydeposit
(EMD) of Rs. 36,000, which mustbe submitted exclusi-
velythrough online channels. Theapplication processis
currentlyunderway,and submissions willbeaccepted
until 3:00 PMonNovember 9. A clarification meeting
regardingthisisscheduled for October28,andithasbeen
announced thatthetechnicalbid documentswillbeope-
nedonNovember 10at 3:00 PM.

Conditions: Companies participatingin this contra-
ctmusthaveaminimum of20 employeesand possess st-
atutoryregistrationssuchas EPFand ESI. Furthermore,
theyarerequired toappointaqualifiedhead chefandan
assistantchef—whoholdadiplomaordegreein culinary
arts—to properly oversee the production of sweets.
Additionally, contractors must obtain medical fitness ce-
rtificates for their staffinaccordance with the regulations
oftheFood Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSS-
Al).Itisnoted thatthose whoare qualified and interested
mayapply for thise&tender through the government
website: tntenders.gov.in

Chennai: Withthe Northeastmonsoon |ntenS|fy—
ing, Municipal Commissioner Sameeran has stated
thatsteps are beingtakentoutilize dronesforrelief
operations.
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Chennal The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has presented
the “National Commendation Award for Urban Transport” to the Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (MTC), Chennai, underthe category of “City with the Most
Viable Financing MechanismforUrban Transport.”

Florida: 11Injured, Including Six Juveniles,
inShooting Near A-M University

FLORIDA: A shooting
incidentnear Florida A&M
University’s Bragg Stadium
hasleftatleast11 peopleinj-
ured, includingsixjuveniles.

Theincident, whichoccu-
rredon Saturdayjustbefore8
PMlocaltimeneartheinter-
section of Perryand Manatee
streets, saw 11 individuals
sustain gunshotwounds. One

additional
person, the
grandmother
B ofagunshot
victim, was
injured whi-
lefleeingthe
scene.
¢ Accor-
\ ding to the
W Tallahassee
Police Depa-
rtment (TPD), threevictims
wereinseriousconditionasof
11:30PM, whilenineothers
werereported tobestable.
Earlyfindings suggesta phy-
sicalaltercation preceded the
shooting. The TPD’s Violent
Crimes Unithastaken over
theinvestigationtodeterm-
inethe circumstancesand

identifythoseresponsible.
Tallahassee Police Chief
Lawrence Revell expressed
deepconcernovertheinjuries,
particularlythoseinvolving
children. He commended
officers for theirimmediate
andheroicactionsinassisting
victimsandtransportingthem
tothehospital,evenbeforethe
scenewasfullysecured. Chief
Revellstated, “Tonight, our
thoughtsarewith thevictims
andtheir familiesastheyfa-
cethedevastatingimpactof
thisviolence. Itisespecially
heartbreakingtoknowthat
childrenareamongthose
injured” Theinvestigation
remainsactive, with auth-
orities urging anyone with
informationtocomeforward.

Passing of Former Chief Secretary
Sukavaneshwar. CM Vijay Expresses Condolences

CHENNALI: Former Ch-
iefSecretary of Tamil Nadu,
Sukavaneshwar, passed away

in Chennaiyesterdaydueto
illhealth

He was 82 years old.
Heheldleadership positions
invariouskeydepartmentsof
the Tamil Nadugovernment.
In2002, during theadministr-
ation of thelate Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa, Sukavaneshwar
servedas ChiefSecretary for
175 days. Subsequently, he
worked as the Chairman of
the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Investment Corporation (T-
IIC) beforeretiringin 2004.

Sukavaneshwarissurvived
byhiswife, Uma, hisson, Sh-
ivaPrasad,andhisdaughter,
ShivaKiruba.

Chief Minister Vijayhas
expressed hiscondolenceson
the passing of Sukavaneshwar.
“Textend my deepest con-
dolences and sympathies
tothe family membersand
relatives of thelate Sukava-
neshwar, who served with
greatcompetenceinvarious
significantpositions,” the
Chief Minister stated.

Passing of Chef Damuis deeply painful
CMVijay expresses condolences

CHENNAL: Chief Mi-
nister Vijay hasexpressed
hiscondolencesoverthe
passingof Chef Damu.
Renowned culinaryexpert
ChefDamu (72) passedaw-
aytodaywhileundergoing
treatmentforanillnessata
privatehospitalin Chen-
nai.
InapostonhisX (former-
ly Twitter) account, Chief
Minister Vijay stated the
following:
“Thepassingof Damo-
daran, popularlyknown
asChefDamu, isdeeply

painful. Through
hisculinaryskills,
uniqueapproach,
andtelevision pro-
grams, hebrought
theartofcooking
tothemasses. He
setaGuinness
WorldRecordin
2010forthelongest
individual cooking
marathonand was
alsoarecipientofthe Pad-
ma Shriaward. Hisdemise
isagreatlosstothefield of
culinaryarts.
Iextend mydeepestcon-

dolencesandsympathies
tohisgrievingfamily,
relatives, friends,and the
many fanswho cherish the
culinaryarts”
Thus, hestated.
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by Truck CarryingMSand

MADHRALI: Two people traveling onatwo&wheeler
werekilled, and another person wasinjured, after being
struckbyatrucktransporting M&Sandin Madurai.

Thetruck, drivenby 48&year&old Ramesh, wastrav-
elingfrom Rajampadiin Maduraidistricttoward the city
viaNagamalai Pudukottai, carryingaload of M&Sand. At
the Keezhakuyilkudijunction, the truckhittwobrothers
whowereattemptingto crosstheroad onatwo&wheeler.
Oneofthem, 47&year&old Syed Abuthahir—a painter
fromS. Alangulam—died on the spot, while hisyounger
brother,40&year&old Syed Ibrahim, sustained injuri-
es. Thetruck then struckanother two&wheeler waiting
tocross theroad from the opposite direction; therider,
54&year&old Jayaraman—a carpentry workshop owner
from Nagamalai—also died on the spot. Syed Ibrahim s
currentlyundergoingintensive treatmentat the Madurai
Government Hospital. Inspector Ramya of the Nagama-
lai Pudukottai police stationisinvestigating theincident.
Another Accident:

Inthe Pechikkulam Panchayatarea, near Thapal
Thanthi Nagarin Madurai, a private sewage&suction
truck wasengaged in clearing wastewater fromahouse
thisevening. Duringthe operation, the truck was unex-
pectedlysetinmotion, causingan assistantnamed Bose
Pandi, 35,tolosehisbalanceand fall under the vehicle’s
wheels, resultingin his death. The Tallakulam policeare

investigating the matter.
A

Amonitorlizard weighing about 10 kilograms
entered an office located withinthe premises of the
Kutralanathar Temple, situated nearthe Main Falls
in Courtallam, Tenkasidistrict. Temple staffwere sh-
ockedtodiscovertheanimal.

Trump Claims France ‘Burning
Down’OverImmigration, Macron
Slams ‘Stupid Comments’

USA:Former US President
Donald Trump hasreignited
controversybyclaiming France
is ‘burningdown’ duetoitsim-
migrationpolicies. Speakingata
campaignrallyinPerry, Georgia,
Trumpasserted thatFrancehas
‘openbordersto people who
hateit; linkingthesituationto
USimmigration debates. His
remarks comeamidstwidespread protestsacross France,
wherenearly 1,000 people werearrested in demonstrations
againsttherisingcost oflivingand educational inequality.
Theseprotests, which saw clashes between demonstrators
and policein Paris, Lyon, Marseille,and other major cities,
havebeen ongoing for over amonth, initially sparked by
student grievances.

French President Emmanuel Macron, duringastate
visitto Qatar, strongly criticized ‘stupid comments’ from
foreignleaders who exploit France’s domestic unrest for
their own political gain. Withoutdirectly naming Trump,
Macronindicated hisremarks wereaimedatleaders‘onthe
otherside of the Atlantic’ whoarein ‘campaign mode’ He
alsorefuted claims of externalinterference, stating there
hasbeen foreign manipulation ofinformation’leadingto
‘unacceptableand stupid comments’

Earlier, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
alsoweighedin, alleging France was facingan ‘invasion of
extremist Islam’ and criticizing French authorities for not
adequately preparing for the disorder. Theseinternational
commentshighlight the global attention on France’sinternal
challengesand the differinginterpretations of their causes.

'Annabhishekam’ to be performed in Shiva temples today,
coinciding W|th thefuII moon inthe Tamil month of Aippasi

CHENNALI: Inthewors-
hip of Lord Shiva, Annabhi-
shekam’—performed onthe
Sfullmoonday of the Tamil
month of Aippasi—holds §
greatsignificance, muchlike |
Mabha Shivaratri. On this
day, Lord Shivaisadorned |i§
with *annam*(cookedrice). I
Itisbelievedthat witnessing
Lord Shivainthisform—as
opposed totheusual *abh-
ishekams* (ritual ablutions)
performedonother days—helps
in dissolving one’s *karma*
(past deeds/karmic debts).
Thereisatraditional beliefth-
atvisitinga Shiva temple and

o
@ - .

offering prayers on this day -

yieldsthe meritequivalent to
worshippingtenmillion (*kot-
i*) Shiva Lingas. Inlight of this,
specialarrangements have been
madetoday (Sunday)atvarious
Shivatemples across Chennai

forthe*Ann-
abhishekam*
ceremony.
Theritualwill
l takeplaceat
severaltemp-
les, including
the Kapalees-
warar Temple
in Mylapore,
Karaneeswa-
~ rar Templein
Saidapet, and Adipureeswarar
Templein Chintadripet. As
the *Pournami* (fullmoon)
*tithi* continues until 10:16
AM tomorrow (Monday),
some Shiva temples have sch-

eduledthe *Annabhishekam* abuzzwithactivity andfestive
fortomorrow.

fervorinpreparation for this
Shivatemplesarecurrently auspiciousevent.

Chennai: The TamilNadu governmenthaS|ssued
agovernmentorderto provide free electricity conne-
ctionsto 50,000 farmersinthe state forthe 2026&27
financial year.
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TwoKilled AfterBeingStruck  Medal Haul atthe Asian Para Games: CM

Vijay Congratulates Athletes from TN

CHENNALI: ChiefMinister
Vijayhasextendedhiscongr-
atulationstotheathletesfrom
Tamil Nadu whowon med-
alsatthe Asian Para Games.
Inapostonhis X’ (formerly
Twitter) account, he stated:
“Iextend myheartfeltapp-
reciationand bestwishesto
thepara&athletesfrom Tamil
Naduwhorepresented India
atthe 5th Asian Para Games
heldin Japan.

Theyhave achieveda
remarkable feat by winni-
ngatotal of 15 medals—3
gold, 5silver,and 7 bronze.
Thehard workand success of
each oftheseathletes—who
overcamevariouschallenges
throughrelentlesstraining,
unwavering determination,
andadedicated focuson th-

eirgoals—are
trulycomme-
ndable.Iwish
them contin-
uedsuccessin
theirjourney.
Theirachiev-
ements have
showcased
Tamil Nad-
u’s sporting
prowessand
the energy
of its youth
to the world,
furtherelev-
atingIndia’s
statureonthe
international stage.
The Government of Tamil
Naduwill always stand by
theseaccomplishedathletes,
aswellastheaspiringyounger

generation, providing supp-
ortateveryleveltohelp them
furtherhonetheirtalentsand
secure manymorevictories.”
Thisiswhathestated in his
message.

Tragicendin Padi, Chennai

Husbandkillswifeand dies bysuicide,
drivenbydespairoverchildlessness

AVADI: A tragicinci-
dentinPadi, near Korattur
inChennai—whereahu-
sbandkilled hiswifeand
subsequentlytookhisown
life—hasleftthelocal com- 4
munityinastateofshock. |
Arunkumar (41)andhis
wife Malathi (38) resided
onPadavattamman Koil Str-
eetinPadi, near Korattur. Itis
reportedthatthe couplehad
beenundersignificantmen-
tal distress,astheyremained
childless 14 yearsinto their
marriage.

Overthepastthreeyears,
Arunkumarhadstopped wo-
rkingandbecomeaddicted
toalcohol, citingtheirlack of
childrenasthereason. Con-
sequently, Malathihadbeen
supporting the household
byworkingasaseamstress
fromhome.

Itisunderstood thatthe

absenceof children,combined
withalackof sufficientinco-
me,ledtofrequentarguments
between thecouple.
Yesterday morning, ne-
ighborsnoticed thatneither
Arunkumarnor Malathihad
emerged fromtheirhome,and
thehouseremainedlocked
fromtheinside. Actingon
theinformation provided,
the Korattur policerushed
tothescene,brokeopenthe
doorto Arunkumar’shouse,
andentered. Inside, theydis-
covered Malathi’sbodywith
stabwoundsonherneck, while
Arunkumarwasfoundtoha-

vediedbysuicide
throughhanging.
The police
recovered both
bodiesand sent
themtotheKilpauk
Medical College
Hospitalin Ch-
ennaifor post&-
mortem examinations. Ad-
ditionally, the policeseized
aletter written by Malathi.
Intheletter, Malathistated,
“Wenolongerwishtolive,as
wehaveno childrenandlack
sufficientincome. Because of
this,myhusband, Arunkum-
ar,isgoingtokillmeandthen
takehisownlife. Nooneelseis
responsiblefor our deaths” The
Korattur policehaveregiste-
redacaseandareconducting
athoroughinvestigationinto
the circumstances surroun-
ding Malathi’s murder and
Arunkumar’ssuicide.

The MlnlsterofState forScience &Technology (IndependentCharge), Earth
Sciences (Independent Charge), Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and Space, Dr.
Jitendra Singhinteracting with media during the inauguration ofAdvanced At-
mospheric Chemistry and Aerosol Toxicity Analysis Laboratory (AATAL) at I TM,
New RajinderNagar, in New Delhi.

France Unrest: 1,000 Detained Amid Cost
ofLiving Protests Clashes Intensify

FRANCE: Massivenat-
ionwide protestsin France,
fueled byrisingliving costs
and underfunded public
services, escalated intoviol-
entclashes,leadingtonearly
1,000arrests.

Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez confirmed therising
detention toll, warning that
thenumber couldincrease
furtheraspolice operations
continueacrossthecountry.

AccordingtoFrance24,
governmentestimates placed
thenumber of protestersat
around 410,000, whileorgan-
izers claimed nearly 800,000
participated. The unrest,
which sawpolicedeploytear
gasand water cannons, was
particularlyintensein Paris,
whereauthoritiesdispersed
ademonstration alongthe
Cours de Vincennes after
projectiles were thrown. A
Gendarmeriehelicopterwas

deployedtotrackremaining

groupsofrioters.
OppositionleaderJean-

&LucMélenchon criticized

thepoliceresponse,accusing
authorities of using excessive
forceand manipulating public
perception through media
coverage. Heurged citizens
to form their own opinions,
independent of mainstre-
amnarratives. The protests,
initially sparked by student
grievancesovereducational
conditions, haveexpandedto

includetradeunions, civilso-
cietygroups,andthe ‘Yellow
Vests’movement, highlight-
ingwidespread publicanger.
Clashesspread to major
regional centerslike Lyon,
Lille, Marseille, Montpell-
ier, Nantes, and Toulouse,
where thousands marched
despite bans. Former US
President Donald Trump
weighedinonthesituation,
linking the unrestto France’s
immigration policies during
acampaignrally.
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Decision on playing inthe IPL 2027
seasontohe madein December

BENGALURU: Former Chennai Super Kings (CSK)
captain MS Dhonihasstated thathewilldecidein Decem-
berwhetherornottoplayinthe2027 IPL cricket season.

Dhonisharedthiswhile
attendingaprivatehea-
lthand wellnesseventin
Bengaluruon Saturday.
“You will know my
decisionregarding §
playinginthe2027IPL
seasonin December.I '
needtoundergosome
medical check&ups
andwaitfor theresults.
Onlythenwillitbe

clearwhether Iam physically fitenough to playin the next
season. Iflam notfitenough, itwillbe up tothedoctorsto
‘repair’ this ‘old vehicle’and getitback on theroad;” Dhoni

remarked.

Dhoni, 45, missed the entirety of the last IPL seas-
onduetoinjury. Since the 2023 season, the CSK team
hasnot qualified for the play&offs. Ruturaj Gaikw-
adhasbeenserving asthe team’s captain since 2024.
CSK, afive&time IPL champion, willhead into the upco-
mingseason with anew coachingstaff. Given this, fans of
theteamare eagerly awaitingto see what role Dhoni will
play for CSKin theupcomingseason.

Hero bagsthefreeblcycletender

CHENNAI ‘Hero’has emerged asthe lowest bidder
forthe Tamil Nadu government’s free bicycle schemefor
studentsinthe 11thgradeforthe current academic year.
Thetenderinvolvesthe production and supply of 532,388
‘modern’bicycles, withthe cost per bicycle estimated at Rs
7,235 formalestudentsandRs 7,476 for female students.
The Tamil Nadu government has decidedto providefree
bicyclestostudentsinthe 11thgradeforthe 2026-27 aca-

demic year.

This distribution willmark thefirst suchinitiative
under the administration led by Chief Minister Vijay.
Thistime, thestudentswill receive ‘modern’bicycles, which
will comeequipped with a helmet and awater bottle. The
Tamil Nadu government invited tenders for the production
of these bicycles, and ‘Hero’submitted the lowest bid.

Includingallapplicabletaxes, ‘Hero’quoted Rs 7,235
perbicycleformalestudentsandRs 7,476 per bicycle for

femalestudents. Thenextlowest bidder, SK Bikes Private
Limited, quoted Rs 7,422 for the bicycles for male students
andRs7,716.20for those for female students. Avon’ Cycles
Ltd. quoted aprice of Rs. 7,449.39for bicycles intended
formalestudentsand Rs. 7,610.04 for those intended for

femalestudents.

‘Hero’ Cycles submitted the lowest bid for the bicycles, and
consequently, thetender is set to beawardedto them. Ac-
cordingto ‘Hero’ Cycles, the cost per bicyclewillbe Rs. 7,235
formalestudentsandRs. 7,476 for female students. Under
thisfreebicyclescheme, the Government of Tamil Nadu
intendsto procure 532,388 bicycles—comprising237,133
formalestudentsand 295,255 for female students.
Thetotal expenditure for this initiative is estimated
atRs. 392 crore, which exceeds the Rs. 277 crore origi-
nally allocated by the Tamil Nadu government in the
budget for this scheme. The contractincludes several
key specifications: the bicyclesmust strictlyadhereto
theISO 10613:2023 standard; helmets must meet the IS
18808:2025 standard; and water bottles must comply
withthelS10910:1984 standard. The supplying company
isrequired to manufacture the frames, forks, and other

componentsthemselves.

Thebicycles must comein ‘Lilac Mist’ and Army Green’
colors, andthe emblem ofthe Government of Tamil Nadu
must bepermanently affixedto the bicycleframe. The
company must rectify any defects that arise within 30 days
of delivery, throughitsdistributor. Key terms of the tender
includetherequirement that items—such asbicycles,
helmets, and water bottles—must be delivered within 150
daysfromthedatethe purchaseorderisissued.
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Commencement of the Aippasi Thirukalyana Festival at

KOVILPATTI: The Ai-
ppasi Thirukalyana (Divine
Wedding) festival at the She-
nbagavalli Amman Temple
inKovilpattibegan this mo-
rning withthehoistingofthe
templeflag.

The chariotprocession, a
keyhighlight ofthefestival, is
scheduled for November 2nd.
The ‘Kaal Naattu’ ceremony
(theritual planting of the cer-
emonial pole) for the Aippasi
Thirukalyanafestival atthe
temple of Lord Poovanan-
athaswamyand his conso-
rt, Goddess Shenbagavalli
Amman, took place onthe
23rd. This was followed by
the Angurarpanam’ (sowing
of ceremonial seeds) ritual at
thetemplelastnight.

The festival flag was
hoisted early this mo-
rning (October 25th).

Inobservance of this, the
temple doors were open-
edat4:00 AM, followed by
rituals such as “Thirupalli
Ezhuchi’ (wakingthe deity)
and “Thiruvananthal’ puja. A
special ‘Homamn’ (sacrificial
fireritual) was conducted at
6:30 AM.

Subsequently, thetemple
flagwas carriedinaproce-
ssionaround the four main
chariotstreets. At7:15AM,
the festival flagwas hoisted
onthe ‘Kodimaram’ (temple
flagstaff) locatedin front of
the sanctum of Goddess Sh-
enbagavalli Amman.

Special ‘Abhishekams’
(ritualbathing) and ‘Alankara
Deeparadhana’ (adornment
and offering oflamps) were
performed for the flagstaft,
Nandi, and the ‘Bali Peedany
(altar). Alargenumber of dev-

oteesparticipatedintheevent.
Throughoutthefestival, sp-
ecial pujaswillbe conducted
daily, sponsored by various
‘Mandagappadi’ (festival
hosts). Each day, the Goddess
willbetakenoutinaproces-
sion—carriedinapalanquin
duringthemorninghours,
and mounted on various
divinevehicles or floatsin
theevening.

On the 9th day of the
festival, November 2nd, the
chariotprocession will take
placeat9:00 AM, during
whichthe Goddesswillbe
seated onagrand chariot
and paraded around the four
mainstreets. Onthe 11thday,
November 4th,at 1:00PM,
the Goddesswill proceed to
perform “Thapasu’ (aperiod
of penance/meditation). On
thatnightat6:00 PM, the Lord,

Nineworkers from Attur, strandedina

workersfrom Attur, whowere
strandedinasuddenflashflo-
odinariverinPerambalurdis-
trict,havebeenrescuedsafely.

Perambalurdistricthasbeen £

experiencingintenseNorth-
eastmonsoonrainsover the
pastfewdays,leadingtoan

increasedinflow of waterinto [

variouswaterbodies. Insome
areas, streamsbreached their
banks, causing floodwaters
toenterresidentialhomes.
Revenue department
officials visited the affected
areasandissued warningsto
residentslivinginhigh&risk,
flood&pronezonestoensure
theirsafety. Meanwhile, heavy
rainfall occurredlastnight
acrossthe Veppur, Kunnam,
Veppantattai,and Alathur
taluks of Perambalur district.
Thisresultedinsevereflooding
intheKallarustream (Vepp-
antattaitaluk) and theriverin
Kunnam taluk. Duringthis
time,a group of nineindiv-
idualshadarrived nearthe
Thozhudhur Dam—located
closeto Lappaikudikaduin
Kunnam taluk—toretrieve
itemsfroman exhibition. Asit
wasnighttime, theydecided to
campalongtheriverbank. At
approximately5:00 AM, 30,000
cubicfeetpersecond (cusecs)
of water wasreleased fromthe
Thozhudhur Dam, causing
asuddensurgeintheriver.
Trappedbytherisingwaters,

flooded river in Perambalur,

PERAMBALUR: Nine §

thenineindividualsalerted

the Veppur Fireand Rescue
Services.
Ateamledbyfirepers-
onnel Chandramohanand
Thiagarajanarrived promptly
andsuccessfullyrescuedall
nine peopleusingropes. Su-
bsequentinquiriesrevealed
thattherescuedindividuals
wereallfrom Atturin Salem
district. For the past20days,
afair—featuringattractio-
nslikea Ferris wheel—was
held near the Vellar Riverin
Lappaikudikadu. Threedays
ago, thefair concluded, and
workersbegan transporting
theequipmentto Attur using
amini&truck. Those who
arrived thenightbeforelast
tocollecttheitemsended up
staying near theriverbank.
Earlythismorning,asudden
surgeintheriverswaterlevel
leftthem stranded.
Fireandrescue perso-
nnel, however, managed to
rescue them safely. The mi-
ni&truckremains stuckin
themiddle oftheriver; fire
officialsstated thatitcan only

berecovered oncethe water
level subsides completely.
Speaking to *Hindu Tamil
Thisai*abouttheincident,
Thiagarajan from the Veppur
Fireand Rescue Servicessaid,
“Wereceived information
aboutthefloodinginthe Ve-
llar Riverat5:00 AM. Teams
from Veppur, Perambalur,
and Senduraiwereinvolved
intherescueoperation. All
nineindividualswerebrou-
ghttosafety.

Due to the high volu-
me of water flowing thro-
ugh theriver, we were un-
abletoretrieve the truck.”
Meanwhile, Perambalur Di-
strict Collector Abdul Rasik
hasissuedawarningtoresid-
entsinflood&affected areas.
He stated, “The Northeast
Monsoonhasintensifiedin
Perambalur. Asaresult, the
KallaruRiverin Veppantattai
Talukand the Vellar Riverin
Kunnam Taluk are experi-
encingflooding. Residents
living along the riverbanks
areadvised toremain cautious
andrelocatetosaferareas.”

Impact of Cyclone ‘Arnab’; Distant
Warning Signal No. 1 Hoisted at TN Ports

RAMESWARAM:Due
totheformation of Cyc-
lone ‘Arnab’ in the Bay of
Bengal, Distant Warning
Signal No. 1 hasbeen hoi-
stedatportsacross Tamil
Nadu.

A depressioninthe Bay of
Bengal hasintensifiedand
ismovinginawest&north-
westerly direction, having
nowstrengthenedintoa
deep depression.

Itisexpectedtodev-

elopinto Cyclone ‘Arnab’

overthe central&we-
stern Bayof Bengal by
tomorrow.
Furthermore, itis pro-
jectedtointensifyinto
aseverecyclonicstorm
by October27andavery
severe cyclonicstorm by
October28.Itislikelyto
makelandfallasaverysev-
erecyclonicstormbetwe-
en Bapatlaand Visakhap-
atnamin AndhraPradesh
ontheforenoon of Octob-
er28. The Meteorological
Departmenthasindicated
thatwind speeds couldre-
achupto140km/h during
landfall. Consequently,
theIndia Meteorological
Department (IMD) hasfo-

recastheavyto extremely
heavyrainfallacross Tamil
Naduand Puducherryov-
erthenexttwodays.
Inlight ofthis, Dist-
ant Warning Signal No.
1 washoisted on Sunday
atseveral portsin Tamil
Nadu, including Pamban,
Thoothukudi, Nagapatti-
nam, Karaijkal, Cuddalore,
Puducherry, Kattupalli,
Chennai,and Ennore.
Fishermenhavebeen pr-
ohibited from venturing
intotheseafromtoday,
October 25, until October
29. Additionally, the Fish-
eries Departmenthasad-
vised fishermenalongthe
coasttoensuretheirboats
andfishingequipmentare
keptinasafelocation.

mounted on the *Rlshabha

Vahana* (bull vehicle), will & F "

appearbefore the Goddessin
the form of Poovananathar.

Onthe 12th day, the 5thofthe
month, the*Thirukalyanam*

(divinewedding) ceremony |2

will take place.
Arrangements for these

Executive Officer (in&chér—
ge),N.Gandhimathi, along

eventsarebeingmadebythe yyjth the templesstaffand the

the ShenbagavalliAmman’ Temple, Kov1lpatt1

mandagapp-adl sponsos
(organizersof specificritual

segments).

Multistory building collapsesin
rescuedsafely Kenya: 2rescued, 5remaintrapped

Incidenttriggered by water release from
Thozhudhur Dam followmg heavyrains

NAIROBI: An
18&storybuildinghas
collapsedin Kenya. The

fateof 5peopletrapped

insideremainsunkn-
own.
InNairobi, the capital
of Kenya, high&rise
commercialandreside- -
ntialbuildingsarebeing
constructedacrossthe =«
citytoaccommoda-
teagrowing population.
Amidstthese construction
projects, therehavebeen
growing complaintsthat
safetyregulationsarebeing
disregarded.
IntheEastleigh comme-
rcial district—adensely
populatedareaineastern
Nairobiwithalarge Somali
community—an 18&story
buildinghadbeenunder
construction for the past
year. Whileworkwasunde-
rway, thestructuresudd-
enlycollapsed withaloud
crash, foldinglikeahouse
of cards.
Thecollapseleftthearea
shroudedinathickcloud
of dustand debris. Several
individuals,including wo-
rkersintheground&floor
shopsand construction

l.aborers,beametr‘apped .

intherubble. Fortunately,
becausetheincidentoccu-
rred during prayertime, 66
ofthe construction workers
hadsteppedawaytovisita
nearby mosque, narrowly
escapingthedisaster. Nev-
ertheless,7 people—incl-
udingshop occupantsand
someworkers—remained
trappedinthedebris. Police
andrescueteamsarrived
promptlyatthesceneand
arecurrentlyengagedinan
intensive operationtoclear
thewreckage usingheavy
machineryandrescue
thosestilltrappedinside.
Meanwhile, two peopleha-
vebeenrescuedalivefrom
thedebrisofthecollapsed
building, while five others
remainunaccounted for.
Searchoperationsarecurr-

entlyunderway.
Rescueteamsareincom-
munication with survivors
trapped beneath therubble,
andtherescueefforthas
beenintensified withthe
assistance of themilitary.
Suchbuilding collapses
havebecomearecurring
issueinNairobi. According
tostatistics from the Kenya
Institute for Public Policy
Researchand Analysis, 86
buildingshave collapsed
inrecentyears, resultingin
approximately 200 deaths.
Localresidentsallegethat
briberyandtheissuance of
improper permitsarethe
root causesoftheseincide-
nts. Inresponse, Kenyan In-
terior Minister Kipchumba
Murkomenhasordereda
comprehensive investigati-
onintothecollapse.

TAMIL NADU | NEWS UPDATE

OFFICIAL COTTON
LAPTOP BAGS

Tamil Nadu Forest Department introduces
bags featuring only the Tamil Nadu
Government emblem — with no political
party symbols, leader images or
promotional stickers.
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