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PM NarendraModi Welcomes BRICS
Parliamentary Forum Delegations in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Prime Mini-
sterNarendraModionMonday
inaugurated the 12th BRICS
ParliamentaryForuminNew
Delhi, extendingawarmwel-
cometoforeign delegations.
Amongthose greeted was
Vyacheslav Volodin, Cha-
irman of the State Duma of
the Federal Assembly ofthe
Russian Federation.

The Parliament comp-
lexbuzzed with activity as
delegates from 11 member

countriesand 10 partnernati-
ons,includingUganda, Cuba,
Brazil,and Russia, arrived for
thetwo&dayevent. External
Affairs MinisterS. Jaishankar
alsoattended, highlightingthe
forum’ssignificance.
RajyaSabha MP Naresh
Bansalunderscored BRICS’s
globalimpact, notingitrepr-
esentsnearlyhalftheworld’s
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tary Forum 2026 at ParliamentHouse, in New Delhi.

Accidentinvolving vehiclesin Rahul Gandhi's convoy
inU.P.; several, including security personnel, injured

Reportsindicate Rahul Gandhiissafe

NEW DELHI: Several
Congress party membe-
rsand security personnel
wereinjured after vehicles
accompanying Rahul Gan-
dhi’scarwereinvolvedinan
accident. However, reports
confirm that Rahul Gandhi
himselfis safe.

Alocal BJPleader had
filedadefamation case aga-
instRahul Gandhi, alleging
thathehad made defamatory
remarksagainstthe then&-
BJP president, Amit Shah,
duringthe2018 Karnataka
Assemblyelection campaign.
The casewasbeingheardin
aspecial MP/MLA courtin
Sultanpur, Uttar Pradesh.

Rahul Gandhiwas onhisway
tothecourttoappear for the
proceedings, withaverdict
expected today.

He was traveling from |

Lucknow toward Sultanpur
alongthe Purvanchal Exp-
ressway,accompanied bya
convoy of vehicles.
Duringthejourney,an
ambulance collided with
oneofthevehiclestraveling
behind Rahul Gandhi’s car,
triggeringa chain&reaction
collision. In total, four cars
andoneambulancewereinv-
olvedintheaccident. Several
Congress party members
and security personnelac-
companying Rahul Gandhi

The SpeakerofLok Sabha, ShriOmBirlaaddressing atthe inaugural session ofthe 12thBRICS Parhamen-

sustained injuries; however,
ithasbeenreported that
Rahul Gandhiremains safe.
Theincidentoccurred wi-
thin thejurisdiction ofthe
Haliyapur police station
inthe Sultanpur district. It
isnotyetclear whether the
ambulanceinvolvedin the
accident was partof Rahul

Gandbhi’s convoy.

ReportssuggestthatRa-
hul Gandhi’sown vehicle was
alreadysomedistanceahead
whentheaccidenttookplace.

Itisalsoreported th-
at, following the accide-
nt, Rahul Gandhi contin-
ued hisjourney towards
Sultanpur.

Ban on Carrying ‘Murugan’Flag
During Circumambulation

THIRUPARAKUN-
DRAM: Forthepasttenmo-
nths,membersofthe Murugan
Bhaktar Peravai’ (Murugan
Devotees’ Association) have
beenperforming*Girivalam*
(circumambulation of the
hill) onevery fullmoon day
(*Pournami*).

Their objectiveistoad-
vocate forthelighting of the
*Karthigai Maha Deepam* atop
thehillat Thiruparankundram,
Madurai—apracticetheyassert
issupportedbyacourtorder.

Yesterday, in preparation for

the*Girivalam*, membersof

theassociationand office&b-

earersofthe HinduMunnani’

gatheredinfrontofthe
temple.

Theyheld ayellow flag
featuringanimage of Lord
Muruganandtheinscription
“Murugan Bhaktar Peravai”
Before setting off, they perf-
ormeda*deepaaradhana*
(offeringof camphorlamps)as
aritualstarttotheirprocession.
Policeofficersarrivedatthe

sceneandintervened, stating
thatcarryingtheflagduringthe
*Girivalam*wasnot permitted.
Thedevoteesargued,
“Thisisnotapolitical
partyflag;itbelongstothe
‘Murugan Bhaktar Peravai.
Itcontainsnothingother
thananimage of Lord Murug-
an. Wehavebeen carryingthis
sameflagduringour*Giriva-
lam* for thelastten months.”
This led to a heated exc-
hange between the po-
lice and the devotees.

Whenthepolicecontinuedto
refuse permissiontocarrythe
flag,the devoteesattempted
tostageaprotestbyblocking
the *Girivalam* path. Eve-
ntually, the policerelented
and granted permission for
themtoproceed withtheflag.
Followingthis,

themembers oftheassoci-
ationandthe ‘HinduMunnani’
continued their*Girivalam*
whilechanting “Arohara” (a
traditionalinvocationto Lord
Murugan).

BANGALADESH: Bangl-
adesh Prime Minister Tarique
RahmanarrivedinJapanon
Monday forafour&day state
visitaimedatdeepeningthe
strategic partnership between
thetwonations.

His Biman Bangladesh
Airlinesflightlanded atNa-
ritaInternational Airportat
9:05amlocal time, wherehe
wasreceived by Japan’s State
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Nakasone Yasutaka, along
withkeyBangladeshi officials.

Thevisit, from October 26
to29,willfocusonboosting

EmphaS|zes Global Role

bilateral relations, attracting
Japaneseinvestment,and ex-
pandingtradeandeconomic
cooperation. Discussions
are expected to prioritize
reducing project costsand
loaninterest rates for ongo-

. . . ¢
inginfrastructure projects, -

including the metrorail. A
keyagendaitemisaccele-
ratingtheimplementation
ofthe “Bangladesh&Japan
EconomicPartnership Ag-
reement” (EPA), signed in
February2026, toincrease
Bangladeshiproductaccess
tothe Japanese market.

population, 40% of global

GDP,and 24% oftrade. He
stated, “Indiacurrentlyholds

. thepresidency,andunderthe

guidance of Prime Minister

 Modji, thisforumservesasa
. _I vital platform foraddressing

globalchallenges—particularly

thosefacedbydevelopingnati-

ons” MPRajeevRaiexpressed

hopesforastrongercollective

I Bangladesh PMTarlque RahmanonFourDay
4 JapanVisitto Strengthen StrategicPartnership
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Prime Minister Rahman
isscheduled to meet with
Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi, hold talks
withrepresentatives of ma-
jor Japanese companiesand
developmentagencies,and
deliverakeynoteaddressat

voice, stating, “Itisour hope
thatavoicewillemerge from
here—onethatmighthelpkeep
theoverbearinginfluence of
the United Statesincheck” He
emphasized nationalunityon
foreign policy matters.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birladelivered theinaugural
address, setting the stage for
discussionson peace,deve-
lopment,and international
cooperationamongthe BRICS
nationsand theirpartners.

the “Japan&Bangladesh
EconomicForum?”
Hewillalsovisitindu-
strialand energy installati-
ons, includingJERASLNG
terminaland power plant,
_ Uniqloheadquarters,anda
Toyotamotor manufacturing
* plant. Other meetingsincl-
udethosewith JICA, JBIC,
JETRO presidents,and the
Sasakawa Peace Foundati-
onchairman, emphasizing
cooperationinrenewable
energy,agriculture, digital
transformation, and skills
development.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge’s
derogatory remarks: Nationwide protesttoday

NEW DELHI: The de-
rogatoryremarks madeby

' Congress President Mall-

ikarjun Khargeregarding
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiand his father have
triggered amajor stormin
national politics. The BJP has
announced thatlarge&scale
protestswillbeheldacrossthe
countrytoday (October 26)
tocondemn thesecomments.
During a Congress public
meetingin Patna, Bihar, pa-
rty president Mallikarjun
Kharge spokeaboutousting
the Modigovernment. Inre-

sponse,anindividualinthe
audienceremarked, “Modi
isn’tgoinganywhere; he wo-
n’tstep down from power”
Losinghiscomposure, Kharge
retorted aggressively from
the stage, usingdemeaning
language: “Wewill oustnot
justModi,buteven his father!”
Thisoutburst caused amajor
commotionatthevenue,and
Congressworkersimmedi-
atelyremoved theindividual
whohadspokenup.
BJPleaders have stro-
ngly condemned the rem-
arks, stating that Kharge

has crossed the bounda-
ries of political decency.
AmitShah’ssharpreaction:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah stated: “Having faced
consecutive electoral defe-
atsoverthelast12years, the
Congresspartyhasreached
thebrink of desperation.
Theyhave neither policies
nor any substantive issues
todiscuss. Thatiswhy,under
Rahul Gandhi’sleadership,
Congressleadershavereso-
rtedtopersonalattacksand
thepolitics of vileabuse. Ma-
kingremarksaboutthelate

father ofthe country’s Prime
Ministerisanactthatburies
democratictraditions.
Thisonceagain proves
thatthe Congress partylacks
evenaniotaofcultureordec-
ency” The BJP hasannounced
thatitwillhold nationwide
protestsand demonstrations
today, demandinganunc-
onditional publicapology
from Kharge for his uncivil
remarksregarding Prime
Minister Modji’s father. Th-
isissuehasalsotriggereda
fierce war of wordsbetween
thetwoparties.

TVK female office-bearer arrested for murdering
herhusband, anotorious cr|m|naI in Kanyakumari

NAGERKOIL:Ithasbeen
revealed that the death of
anotorious criminal near
Nagercoilwas, infact,amur-
der committed by his own
wife—an office-bearerin
the TVK (Tamizhaga Vetri
Kazhagam) party. Following
thisdiscovery, both the wife
andtheir 14-year-oldson, who
assisted her, havebeenarrested.
Suresh (43), aresident of
PoongaNagarinIrachakulam
near Nagercoil, Kanyakumari
district,had several criminal
cases pendingagainsthim
and waslisted asa habitual
offender (history-sheeter).
Hiswife, Bharathi(37),serves
astheJointSecretaryofthe
TVKWomen’s Wing for the

Kanyakuman Eastdistrict.
Onthenightofthe23rd,Suresh
wasfound deadathishome.
When questioned by the
Boothapandipolice, his wife,
Bharathi, claimed thathehad
died duetopoorhealth. She
statedthathehadbeen unwell
forthe pasttwo months, had
recentlyreturnedfromhospital
treatment,and had suddenly
passedaway followingaheart
attack. A post-mortem ex-
amination conductedatthe
Asaripallam Government
Medical College Hospital
revealedaninjuryon Suresh’s
neck.
Uponfurtherpoliceinter-
rogation, Bharathiconfessed:
“Whileintoxicated, hewould

harassmeatnightbyforcing
me to watch explicit videos
onhismobile phone;healso
inflicted burnsall over my
bodyusinglit cigarettes. My
14-year-old son was also
deeplytraumatized by this.
Consequently, mysonand

I strangled him to death”
Following this confession,
the police reclassified the
caseasamurderandarrested
both Bharathiand herson
yesterday. Theincidenthas
sentshockwavesthroughthe
Nagercoilregion.



2 R

Newlndla

LASH

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY

Local 26.10.2026 OutStation27.10. 2026|

Vadipatti: Kumbhabhishekam at

Unavoidable expenses will arise. Itis essential
tobeaccommodating within the family. You will
see profitsin business and trade. You will enjoy
meeting up with childhood friends, and your
siblings will provide help whenneeded.

Youwillbeable torepay moneyborrowed 5
from others. Ego clashes between spouses willbe| “ 05 |
resolved. Thehealth of your parents willimprove.
Youwillreceive financial supportto expand your
business,and youwill extend help to those who
cometoyouinneed.

Oldfriendswillreach out to you afteralong time. Your
home will be filled with happiness. You will receive
appreciation from prominentindividuals.

Your interest in spirituality will grow. There will
be profitsin business, but patienceisrequired in
allmatters.

Tense discussions within the family will fade away. You
will take pride in your children. You will gain the company
ofgood people. Atwork, asuperior will extend
ahand offriendship. Be careful not to speak
harshly or dismissively to anyone.

Youwillfindaresolution toaproblem that
hasbeentroublingyouforalongtime. Youmay
acquire new clothingor ornaments. Inbusiness,
youwillbeabletorecoverlong-pendingdues.
Employeesorsubordinates willbe supportive. It
isimportantto exerciserestraintinyour speech.

Youwill complete certain tasks that requireafair
amountofrunningaround. Trytobe
accommodating with your family members.
Avoid extravagant or unnecessary expenses.
Businesswill be profitable. Your children will
actresponsibly and show maturity.

Relatives from your spouse’s side willunderstand your
needsand offerassistance. Youmayreplacea faulty

M vehicle. Those who areemployed willhave the
T opportunity to participate in auspicious family
£l - events. Youwill take prideinyour children’s
achievements. Youmayalsoacquirenew
possessions.

Tripstoother placeswill prove beneficial. Relatives
fromyour father’ssidewillbe supportive. Your
childrenwill conductthemselvesresponsibly.
Atyourworkplace, youwillreceive support
fromyour colleagues. Youmayalsodevelopan
interestin spiritualityand meditation.

Youwillachieve successinall your endeavors through
- your eloquence and strong personality. Your
SV 2\ influencein external circleswill grow. Youmay
" 4| havemeetingsregardingancestral property.In
business, old stock will be cleared.

Youwillreceive greater supportfromyour
family members. Your pragmatic way of speaking @& 0

willhelp youcomplete tasks that were previously i [ -‘dl

stalled. Thehealth of your children willimprove.
Inbusiness, your employees willbe cooperative
andsupportive.
You will enjoy meeting up with old friends
andrelatives. Anymisunderstandings withyour
\, spouse’sside of the family will be resolved. You
will getadamaged vehicle repaired. You will
beabletorecover moneythatyouhadlentout,

albeitwith some effort. Youwillacquire various
itemsorassets.

Youwillgainincreased respectand regardamong your
relatives. Youmay come into possession of property
fromyour paternalside. Your elder siblings will
providefinancialassistance when itis most
needed. Vehicle-related issues willbe resolved.
Youwillalsobenefitfrom newacquaintances.

OmniBus Collides
with Goods Van
CleanerKilled, 40

Passengers Injured

TRICHY: A cleaner has died and 40 passengershave su-
stained injuries followinga collision involvingan omnibus.
Yesterday, a private omnibus carrying 46 passengers was
traveling from Marthandam in Kanyakumari district
toward Chennai.

Asthebuswas movingalongthenational highway
near Valasaipattiin Manapparai, Trichy district, it was
followinga goodsvan. When the driver of the goods
vansuddenlyapplied the brakes, the omnibus crash-
edviolentlyinto the rear of the van. The cleaner of the
privatebustragicallylosthislifein theincident. More
than40injured passengers wererescued bylocal resi-
dentsand transported to hospitalsvia 15 ambulances.
Uponreceivinginformation, the policearrived atthescene
toconductaninvestigation.

Theaccident caused a disruption to traffic on the
Manapparainational highway. Meanwhile, two other
privatebuses werealsoinvolvedinacollisionatthe same
location, resultingininjuries toafew moreindividuals.
Thepolice subsequently cleared theareaand restored the
flow oftrafhic.

Marlamman Temple

VATIPATTI: InKach-
aikatti,located within the
Vadipattitaluk, the Kumb-
habhishekam forthe South
Street Sakthi Mariamman

Templewasheld.
OnOctober23,
thefirstphaseof
the *Yagasalai*
(ritual sacrific-
ial) ceremonies
commenced with
the*Vigneswara
Puja*.OnOctob-
er24,thesecond
i andthirdphases

ofthe*Yagasalai*
ritualstookplace,
| including*Varu-
| na*and*Sudar-
sanaHomas*,as
A" wellas*Kannika*
§ and*Dhanalaks-
hmiPujas*.
OnOctob-
er25,following
the ceremonial
procession ofthe*Kadam*
(sacred vessels) after 9:00
AM, theholywaterwas
poured over the*kalasas*

(temple spires/vessels)at
10:15 AM. Special *abhish-
ekams* (anointingrituals),

decorations,and *aradh-

anas* (worship offerings)
were performed forthe
Goddess.
Additionally, the Ku-
mbhabhishekam for the

Sellayi Amman Templein
Kulasekaran Kottai, Vadi-

patti,wasalso conducted.

Thisbegan on October

23 withthe*Vigneswara
Puja*and*Maha Ganapa-
thiHomam*.On October

24,*Haridra Ganapathi

Puja*,*Sangalambam*,
and*Kubera Homam* we-
reperformed, followed by
*Rudra*,*Sudarsana*,and
*GarudaHomas* intheev-
ening. On October 25, after
8:15AM, the*Kadam* was
carriedin procession,and
theholywater waspoured

over the*kalasas*, followed
byspecial *abhishekams*
and*aradhanas*forthe
Goddess.
In Sallakulam, the Kumb-
habhishekam forthe tem-
pleof Adaijkkalam Kaatha
Ayyanar—accompanied
bythedeities Poornaand
PushpakalaDevi—and
Karuppasamywasheld.
Theproceedingsbeganon
October23with*Vignes-
wara*and *Mahalakshmi
Pujas*.OnOctober 24,
*Mahalakshmi*,*Naraya-
na*,and*Garuda Homas*
were conducted,alongwith
therecitation ofauspicious
hymns (*Asirvada Thiru-
murai*).

On October 25, follo-
wingtheprocessionofthe
*Kadam*after8:15AM, the
holywater waspoured over
the*kalasas*.

2,000 Acres of ‘Samba’ Paddy Crops
Submerged in Mayiladuthurai District

9 b i T

MAYILADUTHURAL:

In Mayiladuthurai distri-
ct,atargethasbeensetto
cultivate ‘Samba’and “Th-
aladi’ paddy overanarea
of 1.60lakh acresthisyear.
Dueto the unavailability of Ca-
uverywater attheappropriate
timein the Mayiladuthurai,
Kuthalam, Tharangambadi,
and Sirkazhiregions, farmers
relied on water from pump

) -;;4

setstocarryoutsowingand
transplantingactivities st-
artingin the first week of
September.

Although water was
released from the Mettur
Dam on September 1st, it
reached thetail&endareas
onlyafter September 20th.
Furthermore, as sufficient
water was notreleased into
the ‘A’and ‘B’ category canals

% ! branching offfrom the Cau-
: U'f- veryRiveranditstributaries,
_ many farmersin the coastal

villages of Tharangambadi
and Sirkazhiresorted to dir-
ectsowingof paddyseedsin
dryfields,dependingsolely
onrainfall.
Asthesownseedsbeg-

| antogerminate, heavyand

continuous rainfall over
thepastfewdayshasledto
water stagnation in the fi-
elds. Consequently, young
‘Samba’ crops—established
throughboth directsowing
and mechanical transplanti-
ng—havebecomesubmerged
inlow&lyingareas.
Inmanylocations, drain-
ageandirrigationcanalshave
notbeen properly desilted,

whichhasdelayed the drain-
ageofrainwaterand created
arisk ofthe cropsrotting.
Approximately 2,000 acres
of young ‘Samba’ cropsare
currently submergedacro-
ss Thiruvizhandur, Pandur,
Keezhamaruthanallur, Ka-
nchanagaram,

Tharangambadi, Si-
rkazhi, Kollidam, and
surrounding villages.
Farmershaveurged officials
fromthe Agriculture and
Water Resources departm-
entsto conductan on&site
inspection of thelow&lying
fieldsand establishadequate
drainagefacilitiesto clear the
stagnant water, noting that
thisistheonly wayto save
the ‘Samba’ crops.

Municipal Corporation Reclaims 118 Acres of Land
by Removing LegacyWaste viaBio-mining

SRR

CHENNAI The Munici-

pal Corporationiscurrently
reclaimingland atthe Kod-
ungaiyur, Perungudi, and
Athipattudumpsitesbyrem-
ovinglegacywastethrougha
processknownas ‘bio&mining’
The Kodungaiyur dumpsite
spans350acres.
Outofthe6,652,506 ton-
nesoflegacywasteidentified
forremovalviabio&mining,

approximately 4,785,993
tonnes (72%) havebeen cle-
aredsofar. Thishasresulted
inthereclamation ofabout
22 acresofland. The project
isscheduledtobe completed
by May nextyear, at which
pointatotal of200 acres of
landwillhavebeenreclaimed.
Additionally, preparationsare
underwaytoinvitetendersfor
aproject—valuedat3116.89

& crore—toremoveanadditi-

& onal1.213 milliontonnesof
= legacywastediscoveredat
3 the Kodungaiyur dumpsite

usingthesamebio&mining

& method. ThePerungudidump
= sitespansanareaof250acres.
i Inthefirstphase, 2,928,398
g cubicmetersofwaste—rep-

resenting 100% ofthe waste

A in thatsection—havebeen

completely removed, res-
ultingin the reclamation of
approximately96acresofland.
Aspartoftheongoingsecond
phase, which utilizesbio&min-
ingtechnology,about 108,073
tonnes (20%) of the targeted
550,000 tonnes of waste have
beenremovedsofar.

This phaseisscheduled
tobe completed by March
ofnextyear,anditwilllead

tothereclamation ofappr-
oximately 75acres ofland.
Additionally, preparationsare
underwaytoinvitetenders—at
acostof3158.93 crore—for
theremoval ofanextra1.65
milliontonnes ofwastedisco-
veredatthe Perungudidump
site, using the bio&mining
method. The Athipattudump
sitecoversanareaof5.5acr-
es.Inthefirstphase, 107,811
cubic meters of waste were
completely removed using
the biomining technique.
Inthesecond phase,approxi-
mately 64,263 tonnesoflegacy
wastehavebeenremoved so
far,outofatotal 0f72,083
tonnes. The press release
states that thiswill resultin
thereclamation ofabout5.5
acresofland.

Cyclone Warning Signal No. 2
Hoisted at 9 Portsin Tamil Nadu

CHENNALIL Alow&-
pressureareathatformed
over theBayof Bengal
intensifiedintoadepre-
ssionand subsequentlya
deepdepression. Today,
ithasstrengthenedinto
acyclonicstormover the
central&easternandadjo-
ining central&western Bay
ofBengal.

Thiscyclonehasbeen
named ‘Arnab’ Itisexpe-
ctedtomovefurtherina
north&westerlydirection,
intensifyingintoasevere
cyclonicstormandthena
verysevere cyclonicstorm

bytomorrow (Tuesday). %
Itisprojected tomake

landfall near the coast of &3

AndhraPradeshtheday
after tomorrow.
Whilethissystemis
likelytobringraintothe
AndhraPradeshregion,
itisreportedthatthere
isnopossibilityof rain
forTamilNadudueto |
thiscyclone; therainfall &
experiencedsofarisun-
related to thisweather syst-
em.Inlightofthe formation
of Cyclone ArnabintheBay
ofBengal, Cyclone Warni-
ngSignal No.2hasbeenho-

istedat9portsacross Tamil
NaduandPuducherry.
Theseportsinclude Ch-
ennai, Ennore, Kattupalli,
Cuddalore, Nagapattinam,
Pamban, Thoothukudi,

Puducherry,and Karaikal.
Furthermore, fishermen
whohavealreadyventured
outtoseahavebeenadvised
toreturntotheshoreimm-
ediately.

[ October 26 Alappuzha 2026 )

Sandasablackboard,asmall
stickasastylus, an85yearold
teacherimpartslessons!

In the Alappuzha district of Kerala, an
85&year&oldwoman teaches childrenusing
nothing more than sand and a small stick.
Affectionately known as ‘Ashatti Ammu-
mma’ (Teacher&Grandmother) or ‘Indira
Amma, ’ she has been teaching children the
alphabet, pam
numbers,
and math- |
ematics
for abo-
ut adec-
ade. Her
teach1ng
styleis|
rootedin N
the tra-|
dition-
al ‘Asan
Kalari’ & 8 e
method-a i
time&hon-
ored pedagogical practice fromthe state.
Inaneradominated by smart classroo-
ms and digital whiteboards, her simple
approach has captured the attention of
many.

Sitting on amat on the veranda of
her home, she spreads a Tayer of sa-
nd before the children and Tevels
itoutusingasmall wooden stick.
She thenwrites letters from the Eng-
Tish andMalayalam scripts—including
various strokes and shapes—into the
sand. The childrenwatch intently and
then trace the same characters in the
sandwith their own fingers. There are no
notebooks, pens, or blackboards there.
Since mistakes can be erased and rewri-
tten, one can practice repeatedly with-
out the need for fresh paper. This video
was shared on the Instagramaccount @
mom_of_safaachiiii. It has goneviral
and captured many hearts. One netizen
described this space as “the most beau-
Qi ful classroomin theworld.”

Rainwaterhas stagnatedatahousein Netaji Nagar,
Old Pettai, Krishnagiri.

Cyclone Arnab Warning

IntensivePreparations Underway
mAndhra PradeshandOdlsha

VISAKAPATINAM TheIndia Meteorologlcal De-
partment (IMD) hasissued a warning thatalow&pres-
surearea formed over the Bay of Bengal hasintensified
intoasevere cyclonic stormnamed ‘Arnab’ Itisexpected
tomakelandfallalongthe coast of Andhra Pradeshon
October28.Inresponse, precautionary measures have
beenintensified acrossthe states of AndhraPradeshand
Odisha.

Asthe cyclone makeslandfall, itisexpected to bringstr-
ongcyclonicwindswith speedsrangingfrom 115to 125
kmph, potentially gusting up to 140 kmph. Conseque-
ntly, the coastal stretch from Bapatla to Visakhapatnam
in AndhraPradeshhasbeen placed onhighalert.

Althoughthecycloneissettomakelandfallin And-
hraPradesh, heavytoveryheavyrainfallisanticipated
inthesouthernand coastaldistrictsof Odisha. Asa
result, schoolsand collegesin five districts—Rayagada,
Koraput, Malkangiri, Gajapati,and Ganjam—havebe-
endeclared closed on October 28 and 29.

Tohandle the emergency, approximately 60 teams
fromthe Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force, 17 teams
from the National Disaster Response Force,and 225 te-
ams from the Fire Services department have been depl-
oyed. In Ganjam districtalone, 100 cyclone relief camps
and 1,000 temporary sheltershavebeen set up.



ILocaI 26.10.2026 OutStation 27.10.2026

Prime Minister Modiwitnesses ndian JanNeetiPartytocontestall403

Air Forceair showin Varanasi

VARANASI: To mark
the94thanniversaryofthe
Indian Air Force,athree&-
dayeventtitled ‘Wings Over
Ganga washeldatNamo Ghat
in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
Onthefinal day, yesterday, Pr-
imeMinister NarendraModi
witnessed theaerial displays
performedbytheIndian Air

v .

Forceseliteaerobatic teams.
Hewasaccompanied by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Uttar Pradesh Go-
vernor Anandiben Patel,
and Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath.
Theeventfeaturedava-
riety of combataircraftand
helicopters,including the

Sukhoi&30MKI, the
indigenouslyman-
ufactured Tejas,and

o the LCHPrachand.
-+ ThreeKiranai-
rcraftflewina“Vv’
formation, creating
astrikingvisual di-
splayinthecolours
ofthenationalflag.
Meanwhile, Mi&17
helicopters carr-

ying the national

flag performeda
manoeuvreinthe
shapeofthe ‘Omkar’

(Om) symbol.

The ‘SuryaKiran’aeroba-
ticteam showcased precision
flyingandhighlycoordinated
tacticalmanoeuvres.

Meanwhile, the Sarang
helicopter display team ca-
ptivated theaudience with
theiraerial stunts.

Production of dairy products has not been

CHE :Themana-
gementof Aavinhasdenied
reportsclaimingthatthe
productionofover 100
dairyproductshasbeen
halted.
Aavinisengagedinthesale
ofmilkanddairyprodu-
ctstothe people of Tamil
Nadu.

Through Aavin, more than
3.4million (34lakh)litres
ofmilkare procured daily.

Thismilkisprocessed,
categorisedintovarious
types,andsold.
Furthermore, Aavin prod-

stopped Aavinmanagementclarifies

7 thereportsregardingthe

uces 225 varieties of dairy

products—includingbutt-
er,ghee, curd,and paalkova
(milksolids)—whichare
sold through Aavinoutlets
andretail sellers.
In Chennai, thedailysales
ofmilkanddairyproduc-
tsamounttoavalueofRs
1.50crore. Reportshave
emerged suggesting that
the productionofover 100
dairyproductsat Aavinhas
beenhalted.

Refutingthese claims,
the Aavinmanagement
statedinapressreleasethat

& stoppageofproductionare

entirelyuntrue.

The production ofnoitem
manufactured by Aavin
hasbeen completelydisco-
ntinued. Alldairyproduc-
ts—includingghee, butter,
paneer,and cookies—are
being producedasusual
and distributed tosalesou-
tletsand retailagents.
Furthermore,inprepa-
ration for the Deepavali
festival,avariety of special
sweetsarebeing produced
andsupplied tovariousor-
ganizationsand customers
basedontheirrequireme-
nts. Furthermore, based on
thedemand forecastlists
received from salesagents,
measuresarebeingtaken
toensureanuninterrupted
supplyoftherequired dairy
productsto them. Thishas
beenstated therein.

Australia Toughens Visa Rules forIndians
Biometrics Now Mandatory from October 26

=] S
AUSTRALIA: Australia
hastightened itsvisaappl-
ication process for Indian
citizens, makingbiometric
data collection, including
fingerprintsand facialim-
ages, mandatory for certain
newvisaapplications from
October26.
Thismove,announcedby
the Australian High Commi-
ssioninIndia,aimstobolster
thesecurityandintegrityofits

migration system.
Thenewreg-
ulationsapply to
applications sub-
mitted onorafter
October 26,2023,
and willnotim-
pactpreviously
b, granted visasor
L applicationslodg-
edbeforethisdate.
The Department
of Home Affairs
willnotifyapplicantsifthey
need to provide biometrics,
typicallyviaemail,and pro-
videinstructionsonhowto
proceed.
Applicantsmayberequired
tovisitoneofthe 16 Australian
Biometrics Collection Cent-
resmanaged by VFS Global
acrossIndia. Alternatively,
some may beeligible touse
the Australian Immi App

for digital submission. This
expansionaligns Australia’s
practiceswith international
standards,asbiometricsare
already collected fromvisa
applicantsinnearly 60 other
countries.

The Australian govern-
mentemphasizes that this
measure will help protect
applicants from identity
misuseandreduce fraud, en-
suringasecureand efficient
visaprocess.

Despitetheadditionalstep,
officialsdonotanticipateany
adverseeffectonvisaproces-
singtimes, provided applic-
antssubmittheirbiometrics
promptlyafter notification.
Applicantsareadvised toawait
officialinstructionsfromthe
Departmentof Home Affairs
beforeschedulingappointm-
entsor usingtheapp.

crremmouis

Thiruvizha)—

Readers part|C|pat|ng incompetitions duringthe ‘Women’s Festival’ (Magallr
organizedbythe ‘PennIndru’(Woman Today)section ofthe *Hindu

Tamil Thisai* newspaper—held yesterday atthe Thiruvanmiyur campus of Vels

University, Chennai.
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constituenciesin U.P. independently

Former IAS officer Divya Mittal

LUCKNOW: Divya Mittal,anIAS officer from Uttar Pra-
desh, resigned fromher positionlast August. Subsequently,
shelaunchedanewpolitical party called Jan Neeti Bharat’
Speakingto the publicin Mirzapur yesterday, Divya Mittal
stated, “Inthe 2027 Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly
elections, Jan Neeti Bharat will contestindependentlyin
all403 constituencies.

We seek your support for
this. Wewill field candidates
ineveryone ofthe403 cons-
tituenciesin U.P. Under the
current system, Members
ofthe Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) havelargelyacted as
intermediariesbetween the
governmentand the public.
In contrast, representatives
from Jan Neeti Bharat wi-
I be directly accountable to the citizens.”
Sheadded, “While political parties may appear to be co-
mpetingagainstoneanother, theyare, in fact, complicit
inkeeping decision&making power out of the hands of
ordinarypeople”

Continuousrainfallin Kanyakumaridistricthas
broughtrubbertapping operationsinrubberplanta-
tionstoahalt. Small-scale rubber plantation workers
have requestedthatthe governmentprovide relief.

Re-election Victory: PM
Modi Congratulates
Brazilian Pre5|dent Lula

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hasextended his congratulations to Luiz Inacio Lula
daSilvaon hisre&election as the President of Brazil.
Incumbent President Luiz Inacio LuladaSilvahassecured
victoryinthe Brazilian presidential election. Whileright&-
wingcandidateJair Bolsonaro (referred tointhesourcetext
asFlavio Bolsonaro) heldthelead inthe firstround, Presid-
entLulaemerged victoriousinthesecond and final round.
80&year&old Luladefeated hisopponent, Jair Bolsonaro,
byamargin of4.4 million votes.

Thepeople of Brazil are celebrating his victory wi-
thgreatenthusiasm. Inapostonsocial media, Prime
Minister Modi conveyed his congratulations, stati-
ng: “Heartiest congratulations to my friend, Preside-
ntLula, on hisre&election as the President of Brazil”
“Ilook forward to working with himto further expand the
partnership between Indiaand Brazil. Ourbilateral coo-
perationacrossvarioussectorswill continue,” headded.

Delhi: Sudden fire breaks
out near Parliament

¥

NEWDELHI AﬁrehasbrokenoutlntheNorthBlockofthe
Central Secretariat,located near the Parliamentin New Delhi.
Theincidentoccurredatapproximately 11:10 AM today.
Uponreceiving thealert, six fire tenders from the Delhi
Fire Service wereimmediately dispatched to the scene.
Thick, black smoke billowed high into theairasthefire
spreadrapidly.

Itisnotyetclear whetherany parts of the building or
importantdocuments havebeen damaged or destroyed.
Accordingto the police, theincident took place wh-
ilerepair work was being carried out in the buildi-
ng.Reportsindicate thatno one hasbeeninjured.
ShivSena MP Milind Deora, who was on his way to Parlia-
ment, witnessed theincidentand shared information about
itonthesocial media platform X. The cause of thefireisnot
yetknown, and aninvestigationis currently underway.

InChennai’s Egore, formerBJP tate presidentTaiIisai Sounararajan
paidrespectstothe RSSflag by performing an ‘aarathi’ beforeit.

Fetus Found Inside2 Month
Old Infant’s Abdomen

Rare Case Reported in Karnataka

RAICHUR:InKarnat-
aka,amedical examination
hasrevealed the presence of
afetusinsidetheabdomen of
a2&month&old maleinfant.
Theinfant, whose parents
arefrom the Gadagdistrict
of Karnataka, experienced
suddenabdominal swelling
andintermittentvomiting.

Concerned, the parents
tookthe childto a private
hospitalin Sindhanur, Rai-
churdistrict, for treatment.
Upon examination, doctors
discovered amass&like str-

uctureintheinfantsabdom-
en. Furthertestingrevealed
thatit was notatumor, but
ratherafetuslocatedinside
the child’sbody. Dr. Shiva-
raj, who treated theinfant,
explained the condition:
Duringpregnancy,inthecase
oftwins, one fetus may deve-
lop properlywhilethe other
failsto developandbecomes
trappedinsidethebodyofthe
developed twin.
Thisraremedical conditi-
onisknownas“Fetusin Fetu”
Thisrare phenomenonocc-

ursinapproximately oneout
ofevery 5 million births. In
India,about230such cases
havebeen documented to
date,and thismarksthe third
suchinstancein Karnataka.

Astheinfantrequires
urgent careand further me-
dical evaluation, the child
hasbeenreferredtoagove-
rnmenthospitalin Ballari.
Adecisionregardingthenec-
essity of surgerywillbemade
onlyaftertheresultsoffurther
tests, includingblood work,
areavailable, thedoctorstated.

Cyclone Arnab’: Nodirectimpacton TN; to
makelandfallin Andhra Pradeshon October 28

CHENNALI Thesevere
cyclonicstorm ‘Arnab, wh-
ichhasformedinthe Bay
of Bengal, willnothaveany
significantdirectimpacton
Tamil Nadu, according to
official statements from the
Disaster Management Aut-
horityand theIndia Meteor-
ological Department (IMD).
Currently positioned over
the central&western Bay of
Bengal, thecycloneismoving
northward andisexpected
toreachthe AndhraPrad-
esh coastby theforenoon of
October28(Wednesday).It
islikelytomakelandfallasa
severe cyclonic storm near

Yanam, between Bapatlaand
Visakhapatnam. Although
thecyclonewillnotdirectly
strike Tamil Nadu, the sea
isexpected tobeextremely
rough.

TheDisaster Management
Authorityhasprohibited fis-
hermen fromventuringinto
thesea,as waves mayriseto
heightssignificantly greater
thanusual.

Furthermore, the pu-
blicis strongly advised to
avoid visiting coastal areas
forrecreational purposes.
Asthecycloneis moving
toward Andhra Pradesh,a
‘Red Alert’ hasbeenissued

exclusively for the states of
AndhraPradeshand Odisha.

However, theIMD has
indicated that, due to the
influence of the Northeast
Monsoon, northern coastal
districts of Tamil Nadu—i-
ncluding Chennaiand Th-
iruvallur—may experience
widespreadmoderatetoheavy
rainfallfromtoday (Monday)
through October28.

TheDisaster Management
Authorityhasurgedthe public
nottobelieverumorsandto
relysolely onofficial updates
provided bythegovernment
and themeteorological dep-
artment.

Incorrect Information Regarding
Power Outage: Minister Nirmalkumar

CHENNALI: Ane-
wschannelreported
thatrelatives wereleft
waitingwithabodyat
an electric crematori-
umin Thirumazhisai,
near Chennai,duetoa
lack of electricity.
Respondingto this,
Minister Nirmalku-
mar postedavideoon
the platform X’ (forme-
rly Twitter) featuringan
official.

Hestated, “Thisisinc-
orrectinformation. There
wasnodisruptiontothe
power supply; theinternal

electrlcal infrastructure of
the crematorium falls un-
derthe control of thelocal
village panchayat”
“Operations wereaffected
duetoafaultinthecrem-
atorium’sinternal cabli-
ng. Therewasadelayby

panchayat staff
inaddressingthe
issue. Upona
requestfromthe
panchayat, the
ElectricityBoard
teamarrivedat
thesiteimmedia-
tely, arranged for
' aa¥ agenerator,and
ensured thatthe
funeralrites could proceed
without further delay. The
Electricity Board team is
alsoproviding the neces-
saryassistance toidentify
andrepairtheinternalele-
ctrical fault,” he noted.

‘Hunter’s Moon’to appear
Inthe sky tonight

The ‘Hunter’s Moon’ will
appearintheskytonight,loo-
kingbrighterand somewhat
moremagnificentthanusual.
Thefullmoon thatfollows the
firstfullmoon ofautumnis
knownasthe ‘Hunter’sMoon’
Inancienttimes,acrossNorth
Americaand Europe, people
used thelightofthismoonto
huntanimalsand stockup
onfoodbefore the onset of
winter. The name ‘Hunter’s
Moor’ originated because the
moonlight madeiteasierto
spotanimalsmovingacross
openfieldsaftertheharvest.
When this full moon first

appearson
thehorizon,
itwilltakeon
adeeporan-
georreddish
hue. While
the moon
typicallyri-
seslatereach
nightfollow-
ingafullmoon, the ‘Hunter’s
Moon’ willemergein the sky
almostimmediately after
sunset, castingabright glow
throughouttheentirenight.
Because this fullmoon co-
incides witha pointinthe
moonselliptical orbitwhere

itis closestto Earth, it will
appearlargerandshinemore
intenselythanatypical full
moon. Shortlyafter sunset
thisevening, youcanenjoy
thesight ofthis massive, or-
ange&hued moon with the
naked eye—notelescopeis
required.
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‘Mann KiBaat'continues uninterruptedfor

NEW DELHI: Prlme Mi-
nister Modi participatedin
the 139th episode of ‘Mann
KiBaat’ yesterday. Speaki-
ngontheoccasion, hesaid:
“Twelve yearsago, on this

very day—the auspicious
occasion of Vijayadasham-
i—webegan the ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ programme.

Since then, our jo-
urney has continued

12years' PM Modlexpresses pride

without interruption.
Throughoutthisjourney, you
havebeenmyfellowtravellers
and guides.

Iconsider thisablessed
opportunity to celebrate
thehard work, valour, dete-
rmination, dedication,and
spiritofserviceofordinary
people. For me, this 12&year
journey of ‘Mann KiBaat’
isnothingshortofasacred
pilgrimage. Over these 12
years,individuals who often
gounnoticedbysocietyhave
received recognition for their

extraordinary contributions.
Through thisprogramme,
I paytribute to the collective
strength of thenation’s people.
Itprovides me with an
opportunityto connectwith
everyfamily. Thavereceived
letters from people saying
thatlistening to ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ feelsasthough ame-
mber of their own family
is sitting with them, enga-
gedin conversation. This
closenessand affectionare
mymostinvaluableassets.”
Hespokethus.

Annabhishekam Performed at Sathuragiri
Sundaramahallngam TempIeforAlppaS| FullMoon

VATHIRAIRUPPU:
Despiteaban on devotees
climbing thehill to the Sat-
huragiri Sundaramahalin-
gam Temple duetorain,an
‘Annabhishekam’ (aritual
offering of cooked rice) was
performed for the deity Sa-
ndana Mahalingam on the
occasion of the fullmoon
(Pournami) in the Tamil
month of Aippasi.

The temples of Sundara
Mahalingam and Sandana
Mahalingam aresituated on
the Sathuragiri hills—partof
the Srivilliputhur&Megam-

alai Tiger Reserve (Sapthur

forestrange)—atanaltitude
of 3,500 feetabove sealevel.
Devoteeshadinitiallybeen
granted permission to cli-
mbthehilland offer prayers

between October 23 and 26,
coincidingwith the Pradosh-
amand fullmoon (Pournami)
observances ofthe month of
Aippasi.

However, duetotheon-

going Northeastmonsoon,
waterlevelsin the streams
alongthetrekking pathrose,
leadingtoaprohibitionon
devotees climbing the hill.

d Nevertheless, the full mo-

onrituals were conducted
atthetempleasscheduled.
Ontheoccasionofthe Aippasi
s fullmoon, the deity Sundara
Mahalingamunderwent 16
typesof ‘abhishekan’ (sacr-
edablutions) accompanied
by special prayers, whilean
‘Annabhishekam’ was perf-
ormed forthedeity Sandana
Mahalingam.

Investigate IPS Officer Arun for Purchasing
GoldWorthRs. 24 Crore Using Bribe Money

CHENNAI Anewpetltlon
hasbeenfiledinthe Madras
High Courtseekingtointensify
aninvestigationintoallegations
thatan IPS officer purchased
goldworthRs.24 croreusing
moneyreceivedasabribeto
closeacaseagainst ‘Gem’
Veeramaniof Gem Granites.
Inthepetition, the petitioner,
Varahi, states that,in comp-
liancewithacourtorder,he

appeared before the Special

Investigation Officeron Octo-

caseagainst ‘Gem’ Veeram-
ani,assetsbelongingto Gem

ber1land6toprovideevidence [

andinformation. Healleges
thatjustdaysbefore the po-
licefiledareporttoclosethe

NEW DELHI: TheIndian
Embassy has strictly advi-
sed Indianslivingin Saudi
Arabianotto takevideos
or photographs of missiles
anddrones.

Anintense conflictis
currentlyunderwaybetween
Saudi Arabiaand the Hou-

thirebel forces of Yemen. ]
The Saudi Arabian military =;

hasbeen conducting contin-
uousattackson Sana'a—the
capital cityheld by the Houthi
forces—aswellas on their
militarybases. Inretaliation,
the Houthirebelshavebeen
launchingattacks using mi-
ssilesand drones, targeting
airportsand oil fields within
Saudi Arabia.
Someindividuals have

Granites—valuedat
approximately Rs.
147.87 crore—were
transferred. Specific-
Py ally heclaimstohave
,*i receivedinformation

0 S thatIPSofficer Arun

usedRs. 24 crore—p-
artofthebribemoney
intended for closing
the case—topurchase
goldfromaGRTjewe-
llerystorein Chennai.

The petitionfurtheralleges

New Petition Filed in High Court

thatthesefundswererouted
throughanindividualnamed
Prakash Kannaian,whofledab-
roadandwentintohidingonce
theinvestigation commenced.
Varahihasrequestedacom-
prehensiveinvestigation—
includingan examination
of GRT receiptsand bank
transactions—to determine
whetherthis gold was purc-
hasedasameansto conceal
thebribemoney. The petition
issettocomeupforhearing.

Salem: Thetemporary ban on travel anngtheYercaud hill road—lmposed
duetocontinuous heavyrainfalland the risk oflandslides—has beenlifted, and
tourists are now permitted totravel on the route once again.

Indianslivingin Saudi Arabia advised
not to film missiles: Indian Embassy

been recordlng Vldeos and
taking photographsofthese
missilesand dronesasthey
enter Sauditerritory,

and subsequently pos-
tingthem onsocial media.
The Saudigovernmenthas
beenissuing repeated war-
ningsregarding this matter.
Inastatementissued again
yesterday, the country’s de-

»

ordronescouldbearrested
underanti&terrorismlaws
andfaceheavyfines.
Furthermore, foreign
nationals who record such
footage and postitonsoc-
ial media may face depor-
tation from Saudi Arabia.
Inlight ofthis, the warning

P! jssued by Saudi Arabiahas

1S
fenseauthority warned that
“strictlegalaction willbe taken
againstanyone whorecords
videos or takes photographs
of missilesor drones.”
While the Saudigover-
nmenthasnotspecified the
exactnatureofthe penalties,
official sources have indi-
cated thatindividuals who
film or photograph missiles

been shared on thesocial
mediachannelsofthe Indian
EmbassyinRiyadh.

Inits post, the Indian
Embassyhasadvised Indians
residingin Saudi Arabia to
refrainfromrecording vid-
eosor taking photographs
of missiles or drones,and to
ensuretheyremainincom-
pliance with Saudi Arabian
lawsandregulations.
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PM Mod| maugurates RBI datacenterin Odlsha

BHUBANESWAR:Prime
Minister NarendraModiin-
auguratedaReserve Bank of
India (RBI) data centerand
acybersecuritytrainingin-
stitutein Bhubaneswar, the
capital of Odisha, yesterday.
TheReserve Bank of India’s
headquartersislocatedin
Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Intheevent of damage
to the Mumbai office—for
instance, due to anatural
disaster—bankingservices
acrossthe countrycouldbe
disrupted. Asacontingency
measure,an RBI datacenter
andacybersecuritytraining
institutehavebeen establish-

edinBhubaneswar, Odisha,
spanning 18.55acresatacost
of Rs 169 crore. Should the
Mumbaiheadquartersface
anydisruption, the Reserve
Bankwillbeableto continue
itsoperationsthrough the Bh-
ubaneswar center, ensuring
thatbankingservicesremain
unaffected.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiinaugurated thisnew
facility yesterday. Speaking
onthe occasion, he stated
that the central governme-
ntisimplementingvarious
welfare schemes with the
well&being ofthe peopleas
apriority, withaparticular

focusonthedevelopmentof
villagesand smaller towns.
Weare firmly committed to
ensuringthat poor families
livewith dignityand thatthe
Central Government’ssch-
emesreachthepeopleatthe
grassrootslevel. Before2014,
the state ofbankingservices
inthe countrywasdire.
Bankloans were grant-
edexclusively tothose with
connections to the Congr-
essparty—individualswho
securedloansamountingto
thousandsof crores.Conver-
sely, thepoorand themiddle
classwererequiredtoprovide
guaranteeseventoopena

bankaccount.
Thefailuretorepaythelo-
anstaken duringthe Congress
regimeseverelyimpacted the
entirebankingsystem.
Inmodern&day warf-
are, cyberattackshaveem-
ergedasamajor challenge.
Protectingthenation’sbanking
infrastructurefromcybercri-
minalsand cyber&terroristsis
of paramountimportance. The
newdatacenter ofthe Reserve
BankofIndia, establishedin
Bhubaneswar, the capital of
Odisha, will strengthen the
securityofthe country’sba-
nkingsystem. He stated this
duringhisaddress.

Iran to Host Saudi, Pakistani, Turkish
Officials for Key Regional Security Talks

TEHRAN: Tehranissetto
hosthigh&level officials from
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan,and
Turkeyfor crucial regional
security discussions. Acco-
rdingto AliBagheri, Deputy
SecretaryofIran’s Supreme
National Security Council,
SaudiDefence Minister Kh-
alid bin Salman, Pakistan’s
Army Chief Asim Munir,and
Turkish intelligence chief
Ibrahim Kalin will partici-
pateinajointmeetingwith
Iranian counterparts.Bagheri

emphasized thatthese talks
arepartofabroadereffortto
foster “endogenoussecurityin
West Asia” through enhanced
cooperationamongregional
nations. Theinitiative,heno-
ted,aimstoestablishastable
andpeacefulregion,levera-
ging theIslamic Republic’s
successfulmodel of national
security builtoninternal cap-
abilities. The discussions will
focuson confrontingforeign
interference, particularly
from Americanand Zionist

regimes, whichIranviewsas
threatstoregionalstability.

Significantly, Pakistan’s
Army Chief Asim Munirhad
previouslyinformed Major
General Mohsen Rezaei,
SecretaryofIran’s Supreme
National Security Council,
aboutthedecisionbySaudi,
Turkish,and Pakistani officials
totravel to Tehranfor thisjoint
meeting. Theagendainclud-
esconsultingand discussing
regional security with Major
General Rezaei.

Thismeeting comesag-
ainstthe backdrop of the
‘Makkah Alliance, where
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Pakistanrecentlyagreed to
activate collective defense
measuresand deployforces
to Saudi Arabiato counter
threats,includingthose from
Houthirebels. The Makkah
Alliance’sdecision, solidified
atanemergency meetingin
Riyadh,underscoresagrowing
regionalfocuson collaborative
securityframeworks.

The ‘Vetri’travel scheme has begunto
disruptthe operations of private buses

TRICHY: Inaccordan-
cewithanelection promise
madebythe TVK(Tamilaga
VettriKazhagam), the ‘Vetri
Payanam’ (Journeyto Victory)
scheme—whichallowswomen
totravelforfreeonstate&run
suburbanbuses—waslaunc-
hedonthe2nd ofthismonth.
Initially, thefreetravel facility
wasapplicablefor distancesof
upto80kilometersinsubur-
banareas; thishasnowbeen
extendedto 120kilometers.
Asaresult, state&runbuses
arefacingrising costswithout
acorrespondingincreasein
revenue, whilethe operations
ofprivatebusservicesacross
thestatehavebeguntofalter.
Whenthe “Vidiyal Payanam’
(JourneytoaNewDawn)sc-
heme—which provided free
travel for women on town
buses—wasimplemented
duringthe DMK administ-
ration, privatebus operators
facedsomeinitial difficulties.

However, becausethenu-
mberofbusesandbeneficiaries
under thatscheme wasrelat-
ivelysmall, theywereableto
manage. Followingtheadvent
ofthe TVKadministration,
the “Vetri Payanam’ scheme
wasintroduced, extendingfree
travel forwomenonsuburban
buses for distances ranging
from 80to 120 kilometers.
Thishasledtoalossofreven-
ueand mounting deficits for
state&runbuses.

Furthermore, private
busoperatorshave seen their
earningsdropby 50 percent

overthelast20days.
Wheretheyonceearned
adaily profit, theyare now
forced to spend between
1,000and 2,000 rupeesoutof
their own pocketseach day.
Theprivatebussector supp-
orts 50,000 workers [
directly—including
drivers, conductors, ¥
and cleaners—aswell
asavastnumberofin-
directworkers,suchas
mechanics,bus&body
builders, fuel station
staff, and painters.
With the decline in
revenue for private
busesduetothe “Vetri Paya-
nam’scheme, thelivelihoods
0£300,000 workershavebeen
castintouncertainty. Addit-
ionally, thefreetravel policy
hasledtoadropinpassenger
numbers for private buses
duringnight&timehours,
prompting operatorsto ca-
ncel thosespecifictrips. Asa
result, the public maybeleft
without transportservices
duringthenight.
Privatebusoperatorsare
notopposedtothe TamilNadu
governmentsscheme;however,
theypointoutthatcertain flaws
intheplan could negatively
impactother segmentswithin
thesamesector. Therefore,
thegovernmentshould first
streamlinethebeneficiary
criteriafor the ‘Vetripayanam’
(Successful Journey) scheme.
*Theschemeshouldberest-
ricted exclusivelytoholders
of ‘green’ration cards—those

eligible toreceiverice thro-
ughthe publicdistribution
system. Similar tothe model
in Karnataka, these bene-
ficiaries shouldbeissueda
‘Vetripayanam’ passlinked
totheirrationcardand Aad-

haarnumber.
Thiswouldhelpreducethe
number ofbeneficiarieswho
areaffluentand donotrequire
suchfreeservices. Currently,
46governmentbuseson the
Kanchipuram-Poonama-
llee-Chennairouteand 14
governmentbuseson the
Trichy-Thuraiyurroutehave
beendesignatedas free’buses.
With manysuchroutesacross
thestate, what willbecome of
the privatebusesoperating
onthesesameroutes? Itis
suggested thatfree&service
busesshouldbelimitedtono
morethan 30 percentofthe
totalfleetonanygivenroute.
*The maximum dist-
ance for free travel should
be cappedat40kilometers.
*Privatebusfares, which have
notbeenrevisedineightyears,
shouldbeadjusted toalign
withtheratesinother states.
*Wheneverdiesel pricesrise,

farescouldbeadjustedbysmall,
incrementalamounts (in pai-
se),whichwouldnotplaceasi-
gnificantburden onthepublic.
Onlybyconsideringthesere-
questsand takingappropriate
action canthe operation of
= privatebuses—which
4 serveasavitalsupport
9 tothestatetransport
corporations—be
sustained. Failure
f§ to dosocouldlead
= tothe collapseofthe
privatebusindustry
Wl ¥ anditsallied sectors,
\ | ultimately affecti-
ngthelivelihoods of
300,000 workers and their
families. * Ultimately, thestate
transportcorporation may,
over time,behanded over
entirelytoacorporate enti-
ty—andthatisthedirection
inwhichthingsareheading.
*Thestarkrealityisthatwerisk
reachingapointwhere passe-
ngerswillhaveto payfares—c-
overingboth the principal cost
andinterest—forservicesthat
were once provided for free.
Becausetravel onsuburban
busesisfree, women from
ruralareasand small towns
arebypassinglocal shops—
wherethey might otherwise
purchaseclothing, household
goods,or groceries—and fl-
ockingtonearbymajor cities
instead. Asaresult,business
forsmall&scalelocaltraders
hasdeclined. Whilethisissue
iscurrentlyinitsearlystages,
itisboundtoescalateintoa
muchlarger problem.
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