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PMNarendraModi StrengthensTies with
Liechtenstein’s Hereditary PrinceAlois

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister NarendraModire-
cently engaged insignificant
delegation&level talks with
Hereditary Prince Alois of
Liechtensteinat Hyderabad
House, markingthe Prince’s
second state visitto India.

Thehigh&level discu-
ssionsaimed atbolstering
bilateralrelations, particu-
larlyintradeand economic
cooperation.

Earlierintheday, Hered-
itary Prince Aloisand Here-

Focus on Trade andIinnovation

ditaryPrincess Sophie paid
respectsto Mahatma Gandhi
atRajghat, participatingin
awreath&laying ceremony.
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar also metwith Pr-
ince Alois, emphasizing the
robustmomentumin bilateral
ties, particularlyfollowing the
India&European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) Trade

and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) which
cameinto forceayearago.
Prince Alois, duringa
ceremonial reception at
Rashtrapati Bhavan where
he was welcomed by Presi-
dentDroupadi Murmuand
PM Modi, highlighted the
importance Liechtenstein
placesonitsrelationship with

India. Heexpressedastrong
determination toexpandeco-
nomiccooperationin critical

~ " sectorssuchasinnovation,

advanced manufacturing,
financialservices, education,
and technology, recognizing
the complementary strengths

| ofbothnations.

Thisstatevisit, whichalso
included stopsin Mumbai

and Vadodara,isseenasa
crucial step to further dipl-
omatic, trade,and economic
engagement. Indiaand Liec-
htenstein, havingestablished
diplomaticrelationsin 1993
and celebrating their 30th
anniversaryin2023,areke-
entoleverage the TEPA for
mutual benefit.

Prince Alois’srepeated
visitsunderscorethe growing
partnership, with this trip
poisedto providerenewed
impetustotheir collaboration.

Cabinet Meeting tobe Held on the 29th
Under the Leadership of CM Vijay

CHENNAL: A meeting
ofthe TamilNadu Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister

caused by heavyrains, the
state’sdevelopment projects,
and other significantissues.

Determlned to Deepen IndiaTies,
Boost Economic Cooperation

NEW DELHI: Heredi-

Vijay, will take place the
dayafter tomorrow (the
29th)at10:30 AM.
Accordingtorepor-
ts, the Chief Minister is
expected to consult with
_hisministersonseveral

precautionary measures
forthe Northeast mons-
oon, the currentimpact

! key matters, including

Furthermore, itisunderstood
thatdiscussionswillbe held
regarding administrative
decision&making.

Thereisalsospeculation
thatannouncements could
bemade concerninglawand
order, rising prices,apoten-
tial cabinetreshuffle, or the
launch of major state&level
initiatives.

Veto PowerforAII Members of
the UN Securlty Council

NEWYORK: Am-
idstreforminitiatives,
Indiahascalled for the
extension of veto power

toallmembers of the [EREE I8

UN Security Council.
ParvathaneniHarish,
India’s Permanent Re-
presentativetothe UN,
stated thataslongasthe
veto power remainsin & :
practice, itshouldbegr-
anted toall permanent g
membersofareformed
Security Council. He |1
emphasized theneed

tocurbthecurrentfiveperm-
anentmembers (the United
States, Russia, China, the Un-
ited Kingdom, and France)

from usmg thelr vetopower
for narrow political gains.
The currentstructure of
the UN Security Councilisba-
sedonthegeopoliticsof 1945.

Itmust undergo comprehen-
sivereformtoreflecttoday’s
globalrealities.

Regarding reforms to
the UN Security Council, he

W74 asserted thatany
Fe newlyadded per-
== manentmembers
shouldalsobegr-
8 anted veto power.
Currently, only
the five perman-
entmembers of
the UN Security
Council possess
thisspecial aut-
® hority. Whena
significantresol-
utionisproposed,
evenifamajority
of nations vote
inits favor, the resolution
failsifany one of these five
permanent members casts
avoteagainstit.

Price Hike for Palani Temple Prasadam Effective
November I: Devasthanam Announces

PALANTI: The Devastha-
nam (templeadministration)
hasannouncedanincrease
inthepricesof *prasadam*
(consecrated food offerings)
sold atthe Palani Murugan
Temple, effectiveNovember 1.
Atthe Dhandayuthapani
Swamy Temple in Palani,
Dindigul district, thetemple
administration provides*pa-
nchamirtham*as*prasadam*
tovisitingdevotees. Additio-
nally, theadministrationsells
itemssuchas*laddu*, *athi-
rasam*, *murukku*, *thinai
maavu* (foxtail milletflour),
*puliyodharai* (tamarind
rice),and *sakkarai pongal*

(sweetenedrice&lentil i
porridge)—all curr-

each—whicharehighly

soughtafter by devotees.
Duetotherisingcosts e
ofraw materialsand |

inaccordancewitha
standardized policy
beingimplemented -
acrossalltemplestoen-

sureuniform pI‘lClIlg, a > ¢ A“

decisionhasbeenmade Fig
toadjustthesale prices.

To ensure that the *prasad-
am* continuestobe prepared
usinghigh&qualityingred-
ients, the priceswillbeincr-
eased startingNovember 1.

o
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Accordlng to the Devastha-
nam, therevised prices will
beasfollows: *laddu* (50g),
*athirasam* (50g), *sakkarai
pongal* (150g),and *puliy-
odharai* (150g) willeachbe

pricedatRs.20;*murukku*
(50g) willbe pricedatRs. 25;
and *then&thinai maavu*
(honey&mixed foxtail mil-
letflour, 50g) will be priced
atRs.15.

taryPrince AloisofLLiech-
tenstein,accompanied by
HereditaryPrincessSophie,
underscored the profound
importancehisnation pla-
cesonitsrelationshipwith
Indiaduringtheirfirststate
visit. Speakingata ceremo-
nialreceptionatRashtrapati
Bhavan, wheretheywere
welcomed by President Dr-
oupadiMurmuand Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Prince Aloishighlighted the
historicnature of thevisit.
Heemphasized thatthe
Tradeand EconomicPartn-
ership Agreement (TEPA),
whichcameintoforceayear
ago, markedasignificant

) ‘J‘ g.
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milestone.

“Wearedeterminedto

build onthismomentum
andstrengthen ourtieswith
Indiaeven further; Prince
Aloisstated, identifyingin-
novation,advanced manuf-
acturing, financialservices,
education,andtechnology

askeyareasforexpanded
economiccooperation. He
noted thecomplementary
strengthsofbothnations
thatcanbeleveragedfor
mutualbenefit.
Theroyal coupleen-
gagedwithahigh&level
Indiandelegation, includi-

ngExternal Affairs Minister
S.Jaishankarand Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh.
TheMinistryof Exte-
rnal Affairsconfirmedthe
visitwouldinjectrenewed
impetusintobilateral relati-
ons. Prince Aloissitinerary
included Vadodaraandsc-
heduledbilateral talks with
Prime Minister Modi,along
withmeetingswithother
keyIndianministers. This
visit,marking 30 yearsofdi-
plomaticties,aimstofortify
diplomatic,trade,and econ-
omicengagement,building
onLiechtenstein’sgrowing
interestinIndia,including
Prince Alois’s previousvisits
in2010,2018,and 2026.

Government must investigate the Rs 1,000 crore
investment by Nobel Steel ~Annamalai

CHENNATI: Annamalai,
leader of the “‘We the Lead-
ers’ organization, hasurged
thegovernmentto conduct
aninvestigationintotheRs
1,000 croreinvestment by
the company ‘Nobel Stee-
1, involving former DMK
Minister Anbil Mahesh.
InapostonX (formerly Twi-
tter) regarding this, he stated:
“Wewelcome theaction ta-
kentoarrestformer School
Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh, followingallegat-
ionsofirregularities within

the School Education Dep-
artment.

Thereisnoroom fordis-
agreementon the principle
thatanyone who hascomm-
itted wrongdoing must face
appropriatelegalaction.
Whenwereleased the DMK
Files’in2023, weraised qu-

estions regarding aRs 1,000

croreinvestmentby ‘Nobel
Steel’ in Tamil Nadu; the the-
n&DMK government failed to
provideaproper explanation.
Tothisday, therehasbeenno
responsetoourallegation that

thiswasanillicitinvestment
andthatthefundsneverac-
tuallyreached Tamil Nadu.
Furthermore, therehasbeen
noresponsetoreportssugg-
estingthatatrustassociated

with Udhayanidhi Stalin
operated from the same
addressas ‘Nobel Bricks’
—anotherentityunderthe
Nobel Group. Whatisthe
connectionbetween Nobel
Bricksand the Udhayan-
idhiStalin&linked trust?
Whataretheanswerstothe
questionssurroundingthis
Rs 1,000 croreinvestment?
Iurgethe government to
conductatransparentinv-
estigation into this matter
aswelland reveal the truth
tothe public”

Itis notahaphazard game; itisagame
played witha philosophy: Minister Arunraj

CHENNALI: Twoyearsago,
onOctober27,2024, thefirst
conference ofthe Tamizhaga
VettriKazhagam (TVK) was
heldin Vikravandi, Villupuram
district,under theleadership
ofitspresident, Vijay. Rega-
rdingthis, Minister Arunraj
issued thefollowingstatement:
“Today, October27,marksa
significantday—notonlyin
thepolitical history of Tamil
Nadubutinthepolitical his-

toryofIndiaaswell.

The Vikravandi confe-
rence, along with theinau-
guraladdress delivered by
our president, Vijay, swept
away—likea powerful storm
—themyriad criticisms that
hademergedlikeaswarmof
termites, questioningwhatan
actor could possiblyachieveor
whatideological commitment
hemightpossess. President
Vijay clearly defined the po-

litical path of our Tamizhaga
Vettri Kazhagam, asserting
thatthisisnotahaphazard
oraimlessendeavor, butone
groundedinafirm philoso-
phy. Our political journey,
whichbegan withamassive,
spontaneous turnout ofhu-
ndredsofthousandsofparty
membersand the public, will
continuesteadfastlyonthe
roadtosuccess.
Guidedbythephilosophy

that ‘alllivingbeingsareequal
bybirth; wewill continueto
worktirelessly for the sake of
TamilNadu.

Under the guidance of
ourideologicalleadersand
theleadership of President
Vijay, our victoriousjourn-
ey—aimedatbringingabout
achangeingovernanceanda
transformationin politics—
willalways continue for the
benefitofthe people”
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Today horoscope

You may struggle to keep the promises you
|have made. You might experience headachesor
digestiveissues (gas-related problems). Vehicles
may incur unexpected expenses. Donot makeany
commitmentsto anyone in your business dealings.
Avoid gettinginto argumentsat your workplace.

Youwill speak your mind openly and di- )"1# D\
rectly. Confusion will dissipate, leading to a
livelyatmosphereathome. Youwill find peace o
mind through your relatives. Inbusiness, former
clientswill return toyou. Atthe workplace, your
superiorswillappreciate your efforts.

You will successfully accomplish even difficult tasks.

& *e{ our children willactresponsibly. Valuableitems
o7 willarriveat your home. Inbusiness, you will
attract customers by employing new strategies.
Unnecessary tension at the workplace will
fadeaway.

Youwillbe full of energyand vigor. Ego-related issues
willberesolved, bringing youand your spouse closer to-
gether. Thearrival of guests and friends will fill
your home with joy. Youwill gain the upper
handatyour workplace. In business, do not
dismiss the suggestions offered by your
partners.

Old memories will bringjoy. Confusion will
dissipate,leadingto peace of mind. Youmay pur-
chaseluxuryitems. Inyoursocial or professional

circles, others will entrust you with significant
responsibilities. Business will seean upward
trend,and youwillreceive praise from superiors
atyourworkplace.

Youwill regain your energyafteraperiod
offatigue. Your mother’shealth willimprove.
Youwill recover money thatyouhad
previouslylentto others. Alivelyand cheerful
atmosphere will prevailathome. Inbusiness,
youwillgiveimportance totheideasofanew partner.
Your standingat the workplace will rise.

Beaffectionate toward your children. Expenses may

Eicome aburden. With the support ofyoursiblings, you

261 may expand or renovate your ancestralhome.
AN L/ Yourworkloadat the officewillincrease. In
business, youwilllearn thenuances of thetrade

andachieve success.

Youwillsuccessfully complete your planned tasks. You
willfocus onraisingyour children with a sense of
responsibility. Thehealth of your motherand
childrenwillbesatisfactory. Your reputation
among colleaguesat the workplace will grow.
Businessactivity will pickup momentum.

Confusion will dissipate, bringingasense of reliefto

your familylife. You willlisten to your children’s wishesand
#Wp? fulfill them. Siblings will offer their support.In
o \\1 . business, youwillhave the opportunity to meet
N influential people. Atyour workplace, you
willreceive support from your superiors.

Oldfriends mayreachouttoyou. Therewillbe
happinesswithin the family. Youwill makeefforts [
toexpand yourbusiness; however, be careful not
toantagonizeyour staff. Atwork, youwilllocate
adocumentyouhadbeensearchingfor,and your
superiorswillcommendyour efforts.

Youwill earnrespectamongyour relatives.
% Youwill benefit through your siblings. Your
' enthusiasticway of speaking will captivate those
aroundyou. Youwillattend torepairs foryourhome
orvehicle. Itwouldbewiseto curbany tendency
towardimpulsiveanger. Youwillsee progressin
bothyourbusinessand professionallife.

Youwillenjoyan outing with your family. Your father’s
health willremain stable. Youwill receive special
recognitionor priorityateventsinyour
hometown. Youwillundertakebusiness-related
travel. Atyour workplace, your overall workload
willdecrease.

Four Illeal yig Uts
Demolishedin Edappadi

SALEM: In the Avaniyur and Jalakandapuram road
areas, fallingunder the Edappadi Municipality in Salem di-
strict, four dyeingunitsthat were operatingillegally without
properauthorization have been demolished by officials from
the Pollution Control Board andthe Revenue Department.

Foralongtime, there have been allegationsthatillegal
dyeingunits were operatingalongthe banks ofthe Sarabanga
Riverinand around Edappadi, and that untreated chemical
dyeeffluents were being discharged directly into theriver.
Asthese chemical effluents seeped into the groundwater
and nearby wells, agricultural lands in the vicinity were
severely affected. Consequently, local residents and fa-
rmers had been repeatedly lodging complaints with the
Pollution Control Board and the district administration.
Followingthese persistent complaints, a team of officia-
Is—led by Pollution Control Board Assistant Engineer
Ibran and Edappadi Tahsildar Jayakumar—conducted a
surpriseinspectiontoday (Tuesday) in the Avaniyur and
Jalakandapuram areas of the Edappadi Municipality.
Duringtheinspection, it was confirmed that the dyeing units
were operatingillegally without government authorization.
Subsequently, under police protection, the buildings and in-
frastructure of the four dyeing units—owned by Velumani,
Sumathi, Arumugam, and Dharmalingam—were compl-
etely demolished by the authorities. Duringthe operation,
officialswarnedthat strictlegal action would continueto be
taken against anyone operating dyeingunitsin violation of
regulations or in amanner that pollutes water bodies. This
incidenthas caused astir in the area.
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“A‘good for nothing’ government” - Stalin lashes
out following theescape of 17 prisoners

CHENNALI: “Criminals
ontheoutside commit offen-
seswith total freedom, while
those ontheinsideescape
with complete audacity. This
governmentisincapable of
protecting the public.

Tamil Nadu hasreac-
hed apatheticstate where
peopleareleft to fend for
themselves,” remarked
DMK leader M.K. Stalin.
Following the escape of 17
prisoners from the Theni
District Jail, DMK leader
M.K.Stalintookto thesocial

media platform X’ (formerly
Twitter) to state

: “After ‘Breaking Ba-
d, nowwe havea ‘Prison
Break’ in Tamil Nadu!

I'thoughtitwasonlythose
released on bail who went
unmonitored, butthisadmi-
nistrationissoincompetent
thatitevenlets prisoners
escapefromwithin thejails.

Before we could recover
fromtheshock oftwoinmates
escaping from Puzhal Prison,
17 prisonershave nowescaped
fromthe TheniDistrictJail.
Itissaid that thisisthe first
time since 1995 thatsucha
large number of prisoners
haveescapedatonce.

In 2026—an era with

advanced security meas-
ures and surveillance sys-
tems—such anincidentis
absolutely unacceptable.
Criminalsontheoutside co-
mmit offenses with total free-
dom, whilethoseontheinside
escapewith completeaudacity.
Inshort, thisisa ‘good&fo-
r&nothing’ government—a
regime offools.

Theyarenotgoingto pr-
otectthepeople; Tamil Nadu
hasreachedadirestate where
citizensareforced to protect
themselves.”

Piyush Goyal expresses pride,
citing protests in Europe

BERLIN: Union Mini-
sterfor Commerce Piyush
GoyalhaspraisedtheIndian
diaspora, stating thatInd-
ianslivingabroad donot
engageinviolence.

The Union Minister
iscurrentlyonatwo&day
official visit to Germany.
Addressing members of
the Indian communityin
Berlin, heremarked: “In
several European countrie-
s—including France, Spain,
andItaly—protestsoverrising
costsoflivingand demands

CHENNALI: The Tamil
Nadugovernmenthas

amended the Unified Dev- |

elopmentBuilding Rules,
increasing the maximum
permissible height for
tallbuildingsinthestate
from 18.30 metersto 19.50
meters.
Inagovernmentorder
regardingthis, Kirlosh
Kumar, Secretary of the
Housingand Urban De-
velopment Department,
stated thatinareaszoned
forresidential use in Tamil
Nadu, plotsabuttingaroad
withawidth of 12 meters
willbe considered eligible
for commercial use.
Outside the Chennai Metr-
opolitan Area,aroad wid-
th of9 metersissufficient.
Thisroad width mustbe
maintained continuously

forwageincreaseshaveturned
violent, resultingin damageto
publicproperty. Incontrast, the
Indian communityisknown
forvaluingpeaceand caring

Maximum height limit for tall
buildings set at 19.5 meters

foralength of 100 meters.
Forthe construction of co-
nvention centers, multi&-
level parkingfacilities,and
single&screen air&cond-
itioned cinematheaters,a
road width of 12 metersis
required. For exhibition
hallsand weddinghalls
located within municipal
corporations or municip-
alities,aroad widthof15
metersismandated, while

deeplyforthewell&being
oftheirfamilies. Indians
arewelcomed warmly
incountriesacrossthe
globepreciselybecause
thereisconfidencethat
theywillnottaketothe
streetstoengageinviol-
enceor causedisruption
tosociety”

Indians who have
longresidedin Germany
should extend theirsupport
toIndianstudentsarriving
inthe country for higher
education—particularly

inotherareas,awidth of
12 metersisrequired. Star
hotels, multiplex cinemas,
and mallsmustbelocated
onroadswithaminimum
width of 18 meters.

Furthermore, the Floor
SpaceIndex (FSI) hasbeen
setat2.0,2.5,and 3.25for
developmentssituated on
roadswithwidthsof12,
15,and 18 meters, respec-
tively.

thosefromeconomicallydi-
sadvantaged backgrounds.
TheIndiandiasporaplaysa
crucialroleinstrengthening
economicand people&to&-
peopletiesbetweenIndiaand
Germany. Duringhis visit,
Minister Piyush Goyal met
with German government
officials, businessleaders,
and representatives from
researchinstitutionsto dis-
cussenhancingcooperation
betweenthetwonationsinthe
tields of trade, investment,
andemergingtechnologies.

§ Forhotels, onesleeping
space for drivers must
beprovidedforevery
carparkingslot. InIT
officebuildings, one car
parkingspaceisrequi-
redforevery75square
metersoffloorarea.
Buildings comprising
morethan 50 residen-
tialunits mustinclude
provisions for fast&-
chargingfacilities for
electricvehicles.

A completion certificate
willbeissued only after
facilities for persons with
disabilitieshavebeeninst-
alled. Regulations concer-
ningswimmingpoolshave
alsobeenrevised. Additi-
onally,amendmentshave
beenmadetotherules
governingsidesetbacks for
buildings.

Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faces
Democratic Crisis, HRCP Raises Alarm

PAKISTHAN: The Hu—
man Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) hasstrongly
condemned theimposition
ofemergencyand governor’s
ruleinKhyber Pakhtunkhwa,
amove they warn gravely
endangersdemocraticinsti-
tutions, fundamental rights,
and political freedomsinthe
region.

This province, notably

v 15
w3
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also pointed toabroader
crackdown, citing arrests
ofelected representatives
and political workers, incl-
udingwomenaffiliated with
Pakistan Tehreek&e&Insaf
(PTI)inPunjab.

While condemning
militancy and terrorism,
- HRCP emphasizedthatcou-
§ nter&terrorism operations
mustalwaysadheretolegal

A

e frameworks, stressing that

the onlyoneled by the op-
position, isexperiencinga
severeerosion of democratic
space, marked byarbitrary
detentionsandrestrictions
onpolitical activities.
HRCP highlighted the

% they should notbe used to

justify collective punishment
orexcessive force.

The commission voic-
ed concerns over potential
civilian casualtiesand mass
displacement from military
actions,asserting thatforce

concerning detention of alonecannotsecurelasting
theprovince’selected chief peace.

executive, callingitaserio-
usviolation of democratic
norms. The commission

Further concerns were
raised regarding preventive
and unlawful detentions,

with HRCP advocating for
transparentlegal processes,
includinginformingdetainees
oftheir chargesand granting
accesstolawyersand family.
Despitemobileandint-
ernetservicesbeingrestor-
ed, the fullimpact ofearlier
disruptionsonaccesstoin-
formationandlivelihoods
remains unclear. Ongoing
curfews and military de-
ployments in North and
South Waziristan, Bannu,
and Miranshah continue
todisruptcivilianlife, with
HRCP urgingauthorities to
discloseinformationon ca-
sualtiesand assist displaced
families.
Reportsofpoliceraids
onPTIworkersin Peshawar,
Swat,and Khyber, alongside
the dispersal of public gath-
erings, furtherunderscore
the deterioratingsituation.
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TN GovernmenttoLaunch
‘e-Sevai 2.0’ Initiative Soon

The Tamil Nadu government’s e- Sevai
(e&Service) centers currently provide over
200 services, including Tand record (pa-
tta) transfers, aswell as the issuance of
caste, income, and residence certificates.
To make these services faster and more
accessible to the pubTlic, the Tamil Nadu
government is set tointroduceanewinitia-
tive called “Vetri Tamil Nadu e-Sevai 2.0.”
The government has issued a tender for
this project, and eligible technology
firms have been instructed to submit th-
eir applications by November 3rd. This
initiativewill facilitate a comprehe-
nsive technical upgrade of the existing
e&Sevai platform.

Regar-
ding the
services
that wi-
11 be av-
ailable
through
this new
technology, an official from the De-
partment of Information Technology
and Artificial Intelligence stated:
“We have received numerous complaints
that the current e&Sevai portal sTows down
or crashes when a Targe number of users
login simultaneously. The ‘Vetri Tamil
Nadu e&Sevai 2.0’ platformwill resolve
this issue, ensuringhigh- speed service
delivery. Over 200 services—such as pa-
tta/chitta documents, caste and income
certificates, andelectricity bill pa-
yments—will be accessiblewithgreater
ease, oftenrequiring justasingleclick.”
The new 2.0 platformis designed to be
fully mobile&compatible. Userswill no
Tonger need to search for computer centers
or physical e-Sevai outlets; instead,
theywill be able to submit applicati-
ons directly from their mobile phones,
from the comfort of their own homes.
Furthermore, state of the art security
technology is being integrated to pr-
otect sensitive data, such as Aadhaar
information and personal details, from
hacking.

Userswill also be able to track the
status of their applications and receive
updates onwhen their certificateswill
be issued directly via SMS and WhatsApp.
“Inessence, the ‘Tamil Nadu e&Sevai 2.0’
initiativeisbeingintroduced to ensure
that even the person Tiving in the most
remote corner of avillage can access
government services from the comfort of

Khe1 r own home,” he stated. Y,

Alanganallur Local residentshave requestedthat
the bathing tank at Chinna llanthai Kulam, which has
fallenintodisrepairduetoalack of maintenance, be
restoredforpublicuse.

Dengue Feverin Madurai

MADURAI:InMadurai, 3 new casesof dengue feverand
42 casesof otherviral fevers—including the flu—wererepor-
tedyesterday. Currently, 13 peopleareundergoing treatment
fordenguefever,and 112 peoplearebeingtreated for other
typesoffeverinvarious governmentand private hospitals.
Doctorsstatethat3 to5peopleare contractingdengue fever
inMaduraieveryday. Theyadvise the public to consume
onlyboiledand cooled drinking water.

Ifafever develops,oneshouldvisitahospital;ifthe fever
persistsformore than two days, atest for dengue fever should
beconducted. Commissioner Gaurav Kumarannounced
thatspecial fever&prevention camps havebeen setupin
areas within the city corporationlimitsaffected by fever. He
explained thatthe corporation’s publichealth department
hasintensified precautionary measuresand fever&prev-
ention effortsin preparation for the northeast monsoon.
Asrainfallisexpectedtoincrease, residentsare urged to
ensurethatwater doesnotstagnatearound theirhomes.

Childrenandtheelderlyareatahigherriskof contr-
actingthesefevers. The health departmenthasdeployed
1,200 mosquito&c ontrol workerstoareasaffected by fever;
theyareactivelyeliminating mosquito&breeding sources.
Furthermore, instructionshave been issued to conduct
special fever&prevention campsat the corporation’s prim-
aryhealth centersfrom 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, and through
mobilemedical teamsfrom2:00 PM to4:00 PM, asneeded.
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Sabarimala Mandala Puja Darshan: Online Announcementonfillingvacanciesinthe
Booking to Begin the Day After Tomorrow
'l

SABARIMALA:Online
booking for ‘Mandala Puja’
darshanatthe Sabarimala
Ayyappa Templein Kerala will
commence the dayafter tom-
orrow (the29th) at 10:00 AM.
Tomanagetheinfluxofdev-
otees, the Sabarimala Temple
requiresvisitorstobook their
darshanslotsonline.

Thisyear’s Mandala&Ma-
karavilakku’ pilgrimage seas-
onbeginson November 16th.
The Travancore Devaswom
Boardhasannounced that

onlinebookingwillopenat
10:00 AM the dayaftertom-

orrow. Devoteescanmake e a
their reservations via the

website: www.sabarimala-
online.org. A total of 60,000
devotees willbe permitted

daily via the Nilakkal&P- 7
ambaroute. Additionally,

3,000 devotees per day will g5
beallowed through each of &

the following routes: the
Erumeli traditional path
(Peruvazhipatha) and the
Vandiperiyar&Sathram path.

Furthermore, spotbookmg
(in&personregistration) fa-
cilitieshavebeenarranged
atNilakkal, Erumeli, and

Vandrperryar Devoteesare
advised tobooktheir slots
inadvancebeforearriving
fordarshan.

Mysterious death ofaboy in Melur, Madurai

victim found with tongue protruding
Another boy and his motherarrested

MADURAI Inconnection
withthemysteriousdeathofa
youngboyin Melur, Madurai,
policehavearrestedanother
boyandhismother, Sandhya.
Speakingtoreporters, Madurai
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Devanathan stated thatan
investigationinto thedeath
oftheboy, Muthuvel, revealed
theinvolvementofa play-
mateand thelatter’smother.

, -
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Heusedaropetotighten
around Muthuvel'sneck. As
~ aresult, Muthuvel'stongue

: protruded andhebeganto

struggle.
Frightened, theotherboy

U fledtohisownhome.Short-

Upon questioning, it was
learned thatMuthuveland the
otherboywerefriends who
often playedtogether. Having
seenitsomewhere, theother
boy—inamisguided attempt
atplaynear the Adaikalam
Kaatha Amman Temple—de-
cidedtotryagamewhereone
wouldlose consciousnessby
havingtheirneck constrict-
ed,onlyto “wakeup”again.

ly after, Muthuvel —likely

- s .
seeking water—arrived at

theboy’shouse, wherehe
collapsed and died. When
theboy’s mother, Sandhya,
asked whathad happened,
herson confessed. Fearing
thathersonwould facelegal
trouble, Sandhya—inanat-
temptto protecthim—didnot
informthepolice or Muthuvel’s
parents;instead, shemoved
thebodyandleftitinadilap-
idated,abandonedlocation.
Consequently, theboyhas
beentakeninto custodyand

placedinajuvenileobserva-
tionhome.

Hismother, Sandhya, has
alsobeenarrested for attempt-
ingtodestroyevidenceofthe
death.SP Devanathan clarified
thattherewasnounderlying
motiveorsinisterintentbehind
theincident—agamesimply
turnedtragic. Hefurtherurged
parentstointerveneandstop
childreniftheyobservethem
engaginginsuch dangerous
games. Following this, the
policearrivedatthescene
andsenttheboy’sbodytothe
Government Rajaji Hospital
inMaduraiforapost-mortem
examination. During the
subsequentinvestigation, it
wasrevealed thattheincident
hadoccurredasaresultofa
gamethatwentwrong.

Price Hike for Aavin Dairy Products
Effective from Tomorrow

CHENNAI: Aavin,acoop-
erative organizationoperating
under the Tamil Nadu gover-
nment’s DairyDevelopment
Department, sellsawiderange
ofdairyproducts.Inaddition
tomilk, Aavinoffersover 100
otheritems,including *pa-
alkova* (milkfudge), ghee,
butter, milkshakes, health
mixes, yogurt, milk biscuits,
chocolates, *kulfi*, various
icecreams (cup,choco&bar,
choco&feast, cassata, candy),
and premiumproducts. Dueto
risingcosts—suchasincreases

inthepricesofrawmaterials
and production/procurement
expenses—the prices of 63
Aavin products, including
ghee, milkshakes, *mysore
pak*,andbutter, havebeen
raised.

This pricerevision will
comeinto effectto morrow
(Wednesday). According-
ly, the price of 100 grams of
gheehasincreased from385
t0395. Other price adjust-
mentsinclude: 100 gramsof
*rasagulla* from¥45t0350;
100 gramsofbutter from 360

t0370;250 grams of *gulab
jamun* from3100to3115;
250 grams of *mysore pak*
from3140t03160;and 200
mlof*lassi* from320t0323.

Thepriceof500mlof Aavin
gheehasrisenfrom3365to
%400. Additionally, the price
ofamilkshakehasincreased
from330t0335,and 500 grams
ofyogurt(curd) hasgoneup
from335t0340. Theprice of
250 grams of Aavin Mysore
Pakhasincreased fromRs.
140toRs.160. The price of
10varieties of milkshakeshas

risenfromRs.30toRs.35.A
50&gram ‘premium cup now
costsRs.7 (upfromRs. 5),and
theprice of onekilogram of
curdhasgoneupfromRs.120
toRs.130.
Additionally,200 mlofbu-
ttermilknow costsRs. 10 (up
fromRs. 8), whilebuttermilk
soldin PET bottleshasseen
anincreasefromRs.12toRs.
14. With the Diwali festival
approaching, this sudden
hikein the prices of Aavin
dairy productshascomeas
ashocktothe public.

17 Inmates Escape from Theni Prison; 4 Apprehended;
Intensive Manhunt Underway Using Drones

THENI: Last night, 17
underertrial prisonersesca-
ped fromthe Thekkampatti
District Prisonin Thenidistrict
afterassaultingtheprison gu-
ards. Theincident has caused
significant tension. A special
policeteam has managed to
apprehend4 oftheescapees, and
authoritiesarenow conducting
anintensive search operati-
on, utilizing dronestolocate
the remainingindividuals.
Incidents such as murder,
robbery, sexual assault, and
drugerrelated offenseshave been
ontherisein Tamil Nadu, with
criticsarguingthatthe current
situationisevenworse than it
wasduringthe previous DMK
administration. Whilea Singa
Pengal’ (Lioness/Empowered

Women) protectionforce was
establishedforthesafety of wo-
men, DMKleader M.K. Stalin
had previously criticized the
initiative, questioningwhether
theforceitselfrequiredseparate
protection.

Political parties have con-
sistently voiced concernsthat
law and orderin Tamil Nadu
haveseverely deteriorated. Ag-
ainstthisbackdrop, theescape
of 17 inmates fromthe Theni
prisonhascaused amajor stir.
The Thekkampatti District Pr-
isonislocated near Andipatti
in Thenidistrict. Last night, at
approximately 10:30 PM, so-

andmanaged to escape. The
incident has sent shockwaves
through theregion. Seventeen

\ specialpoliceteams, including
| personnelfromthe Naxalite
8 Special Division, have been
" deployed to apprehend the

escapees. A search operation
iscurrentlyunderwayin the
nearby hilly terrain, andvehicle
checks havebeenintensified.
Theguardswho wereassaulted
arecurrently undergoingme-
dicaltreatment at a hospital.
Searchoperationsarealso being
conductedinareasalongthe
Tamil Nadue»Kerala border,
including Kumily, Cumbum,
and Bodimettu. Oneinmate,
identified as Praveen—anative
of Perungudi, Madurai—was
capturedin the forested area
behindtheprison complex.
Additionally, thismorning,
aspecialpoliceteam arrested
Silambarasan, a resident of
the Devaram area in Theni
district. Similarly, the police
havearrestedtwoindividuals

meinmatesfeignedaseizure. from Madurai, identified as

Taking advantage of the
situation, 17 underetrial pr-
isoners assaultedfour guards

RajkumarandRaja Sikandar.
Regardingtheincident, the
policestated, “All 17 escaped

prisonerswerehousedinthe
same block; 15 of them are
from Madurai. They execu-
ted this escape according to
apremeditated plan. At the
time, only four police officers
wereonduty—asignificantly
inadequate number tooversee
17inmates. Thisescape was cl-
early planned wellin advance.

We will apprehend the
remaining escapees soon.”
Thepoliceareactively sear-
chingfor the 13 individuals
who remain at large. They
are utilizing drones to scan
the areas surrounding the
district prison—including
villages like Panguvarpatti
and Manikkoondu, as well
astheagricultural estates at
thefoothills and the nearby
forest regions—tolocatethe
escapees. Investigations are
ongoingto determineifany
of the fugitives are hidingin
rural areas. Furthermore,
policeteamsfrom Dindigul,
Madurai, and Theni districts
have been deployed across
variouslocationsinthe Theni
region to conduct intensive
search operations.

Electricity Board to bereleased soon

Minister Nirmal Kumar conﬁrms

CHENNATI: Electricity
Minister Nirmal Kumar st-
ated thatanannouncement
regardingthefillingofvacant
field&staff positionsin the
Electricity Board willbere-
leased within the nextweek.
With theaim ofaddressing
power outages during the
Northeast monsoon and
providing promptserviceto
the public, Electricity Min-
ister Nirmal Kumar inaug-
urated new power&outage
resolution centersand 12
specialized teams—tasked
withidentifying faultsin
high&voltageunderground
power cables—across four
districts,including Chennai.

Theinauguration took
placeyesterdayat the Elec-
tricityBoard officeon Anna
Salai, Chennai.

Theeventwasattended

by Electricity Board Chair-
man Rajesh Lakhani, Green
Energy Corporation Mana-
ging Director Sridhar, and
Power Generation Corpo-
ration Managing Director
GovindaRao,amongothers.
Speakingtoreportersaft-
erward, Minister Nirmal
Kumarsaid: “In preparation
forthe Northeastmonsoon,
82additional power&outage
resolution centershavebeen
establishedin the four distri-
ctsof Chennai, Thiruvallur,
Kanchipuram,and Chenga-
Ipattu, supplementingthe70
centersalreadyinoperation.
This brings the total to 152
such centers. A fleet of 152
contracted vehicleshasbeen
kepton standbyfor these op-
erations. Approvalhasbeen
granted to deploy 608 pers-
onnel, with 4 staffmembers

assignedtoeach center”
Furthermore, 12 special-
ized teams—comprising
36 personnel,including
engineers—havebeen

appointed to address
faultsinhigh&voltageun- /

derground power cables.
These teams,led byan
Executive Engineerineach
district, have been formed
specifically tohandleand
resolve power outages that
occur duringthenight.

Anannouncementreg-
arding the filling of vacant
field&staff positionsin the
ElectricityBoard willberel-
eased withina week. Weare
currently awaiting clearan-
cefromthe TNPSC for this
process.

Anew policyisbeingfo-
rmulated to promotebattery
storagesystemsfor electricity

conservation;discussionsare
alsounderwayregardingthe
provisionof subsidies forthose
whoinvestinthesesystems.
Sofar,28,000applicationshave
beenreceived fortheinstalla-
tionofsolar power generation
systemsinhomes,and these
arecurrentlyunderreview.
Atargethasbeensettoinstall
solar power systemsin 100,000
homesbythiscomingMarch.

Thisinitiative will ena-
blethegeneration ofatleast
500 megawatts of electricity
within residential premises,
hestated.

Parents of 21 children suffering fromarare
geneticdisorderstagearoad blockade

Demand for the creation ofadedicated fund for treatment

CHENNAL: Parents of
21 childrensufferingfroma
raregeneticdisorder staged
aroadblockade on Walajah
Roadin Chennaiyesterday.
Duetoageneticmutation,
children candevelopasevere
condition known as Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SMA).

Inchildrenaffectedbythisrare
disorder,musclesandnerves
graduallyweaken.

A medication to treat
this condition is available
in the United States, repo-
rtedly costing Rs. 16 crore.
Parents ofthe affected chil-
drenhavebeen attempting

~ toprocurethisRs. 16cr-

ore medication through

~ their own efforts, support

from charitable organiza-

i tions, and crowdfunding.

Againstthisbackdrop, parents

" fromvarious partsof Tamil
< Naduwhosechildrensuffer
~ fromthisconditionstageda
@ protestbyblocking Walajah
.. Roadin Chennaiyesterday.

Policeintervened, pacified the
protesters,and tookthemto
meetwithofficials. Meanwhile,
theparentsparticipatinginthe
proteststated: “Themedication
mustbeadministered to the
affected childrenbefore they
reachtheage oftwo.

Anydelayin treatme-

ntcouldlead to the child-
rendeveloping pneumo-
nia, which could be fatal.”
“Wehave metwith Ministers
Anandand Adhav Arjunaand
submitteda petition.

When we presented our
requesttothe officials, they
stated that the government
couldnotbearthecostofthe
medication.”

“Wehavebeentryingto
meet Health Minister Arunraj
forthe pastthree months, but
havebeenunabletodoso.Our
demandisforthegovernm-
enttoestablishadedicated
fundto coverthecostofthe
medication for thisdisease,”
theysaid.

Israel Election: October 7 Victims’ Families
Demand Inquiry, Votlng Underway

ISRAEL: Polling stations
haveopenedacrossIsraelas
voterscasttheirballotsinacr-
ucialelection. Approximately
7.3millioneligiblecitizensare
participatingintheelection
forthe26th Knesset.

Theelectionisseeinga
close contestbetween Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’sblocand opposition fac-
tionsled by formerIDF chief
GadiEisenkot’s Yashar party.

Families of thosekilled
and taken hostage during
the October7,2023, Hamas
attackgathered at Tel Aviv’s
Hostages Squareto observe
amomentofsilence.

TheyurgedIsraelistovote
forpartiescommitted toest-

ablishinga statecommission
ofinquiryintotheattack.
Sigaland Yoram Yehudai,
parentsof Ron Yehudaiwho
waskilledattheNovadesert
rave, specifically called for
suchaninquiryto provide
answersand bringpeaceto
their ‘weary souls.
Theopposition, particu-

larly Eisenkot’s Yashar Party, S '

iscampaigningontheissue
ofaccountability for the Oct-
ober7attackand demanding
anindependentcommission.
Eisenkot, knownasasecurity
hawk, has centered his cam-
paignonconcernsregarding
Netanyahu’sleadershipand
itsimpactonIsrael’ssecurity.
Yair Golan ofthe Democrats

alsoechoed these sentime-
nts, criticizing Netanyahu’s
governmentforresistingan
independentprobe.
Afterthevotesarecoun-
ted, PresidentIsaac Herzog
willconsult partyleadersto
determine who hasthebest
chance of formingagovernm-
ent. The chosen candidate will

have 28 days, witha possible
14&dayextension, toforma
coalition. Ifthisfails,another
lawmaker mightgetachance.

Should all attempts to
forma government fail, Is-
rael would faceanotherel-

ection, with Netanyahure-
mainingascaretaker prime
minister.

Worker dies afterinhaling acid fumes
Pr|vate factory in Manamadurai sealed

MANAMADURAI
Aworkerhasdieddueto
exposuretoacid fumesata
privatefactory,leadingto
thefacilitybeingsealed.
Jesudass (39),aresident of
Panikkanenthalvillagene-
ar Manamaduraiin Sivaga-

ngadistrict, was employed
ataprivatefactorylocated
inthe ManamaduraiSIPC-
OTindustrial estate.
Thefactoryreportedly
producesnatural fertilizers
fromseaweed, aswellasfra-
grancesand food products.

Itisunderstood
thatJesudass,alongwith
colleagues Palaniselvan
¥ and Balamurugan, was
* engagedinprocessing

£ " seaweed—ataskthat

involved theuseofaspe-
cifictypeofacid.
Jesudasscollapsed after
inhalingfumesreleased
bytheacid.

Hisco&workers
rushedhimtoaprivate
hospital for treatment, but
heunfortunately passed
away. Uponreceivingthe
information,

police from the Mana-
madurai SIPCOT station

arrivedatthefactoryto
conductaninvestigation.

Jesudass'sbodywas
recoveredandsenttothe
Sivaganga Government
Hospital forapost&mort-
emexamination.

Thepolicehaveregiste-
redacaseandareconduct-
inganinquiry. Meanwhile,
Sivaganga Sub&Collector
]J.P.Graciaconductedan
investigationand ordered
thetemporarysealing of
thefactory. Tahsildar Mah-
adevanand Zonal Deputy
Tahsildar Vinoth werealso
presentduringtheproce-
edings.
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Rajnath SinghUrges Stronger Strategic Partnerships
at ASEAN Defence Ministers'Meetin Philippines

|

NEW DELHI: Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh has
called for exploring new
avenues to strengthen str-
ategic partnerships during
hisvisitto Cebu, Philippines,
forthe 13th ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting&Plus
(ADMM&Plus).
Thecrucialmeeting, held

! from October28to
© 29,focusedonregio-
nalandinternational
security challenges.
Singh emphas-
izedthe ADMM&-
Plusasthe premier
platform for defence
andstrategicconsul-
tationsintheregion.
Hereiterated India’s
firm commitmentto
ASEAN centrality
andthepeace,
stability,and collective
growth of the Indo&Pacific
region,aligningwith thena-
tion’s ActEast Policy’
Duringhisvisit, the De-
fence Minister engagedin
several bilateral discussions
with his counterpartsfrom
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participating nations. Th-
eseinteractionsprovideda
vitalopportunitytoreview
existingdefence cooperation
andidentifynewstrategiesto
enhancestrategicties.
ADMM&Plusservesasa
significantforum for ASEAN
member statesand its eight
dialogue partners,including
India, tofoster securityand
defence collaboration.
India,whichbecamean
ASEAN dialogue partnerin
1992, activelyparticipatesin
thesemechanisms, undersc-
oringitsdeepening defence
diplomacyinSoutheast Asia.
Thisengagementaimstoen-
surelasting peace, stability,
and collective prosperity
acrosstheregion.

Puducherry Inwewofcyclonewarnmgs twocompanlesofthe National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)have beendispatched to Yanam—aregion
of PuducherrylocatedinAndhraPradesh.

Soninlaw breaksinto house and attacks

fatherinlaw witha hammerand knife

KRISHNAGIRI:Inthe
KannandaHalliareanear
MathurinKrishnagiridi-
strict, policehavearrested
aman forbreakingintohis
father&in&law’shouse
andbrutallyattackingthe
70&year&old withaham-
merandaknife, followinga
family dispute.

Thevictim, Narayanasamy
(70),aresidentofKannan-
daHalli, wasattacked byhis
son&in&law, Chandrase-
karan.

Thetwohadbeenemb-
roiledinalong&standing
family dispute, compoun-
dedbygrievancesrelated to
financialtransactions.
Onthenightofthe 14th,
Chandrasekaranarrivedat
Narayanasamyshomeand
begananargument. Asthe

confrontation escalated,a
furious Chandrasekaran
pulledoutahammeranda
knifehehad brought with
himandlaunchedabrutal
assaulton Narayanasamy;,
strikinghim onthehead
andvariouspartsofhis
body.
Althoughhiswifeand other
familymembersattempted
tointervene, Chandraseka-
rancontinued hisattack.
Bythetimeneighbors,
alerted bytheelderly man’s
cries,rushed tothescene,
Chandrasekaranhadalrea-
dyfled. Relativesfound Na-
rayanasamylyinginapool
ofbloodandrushedhimto
anearbygovernmenthos-
pital, whereheiscurrently
undergoingintensivemed-
icaltreatment. Meanwhile,

shocking CCTV footage
showingtheson&in&law
brutallyattacking theelde-
rlymanwithahammerhas
surfaced onsocial media,
causingastir.
Followingacomplaintfiled
by thevictim’sfamily, the
Mathurpoliceregistereda
caseandlaunchedaninves-
tigation. A specialteam was
formedtotrackdown Cha-
ndrasekaran, whohad gone
intohiding,andaninten-
sivesearch operation was
carried out. Meanwhile, on
the 17th, thepoliceappre-
hended the son&in&law,
Chandrasekaran—who
hadbeeninhiding—and,
after producinghimbefore
thecourt,hadhimreman-
dedtoprison. Thisincident
hascausedastirinthearea.
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Laptopstobeprovided to 1 million students
soon - Minister Viswanathan’s announcement
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TIRUNELVELI: Hi-
gher Education Minister
Viswanathan announced
in Tirunelveli thatlaptops
will soonbe provided to 1
million (101lakh) students.
A consultative meeting was
held yesterday at the Tiru-
nelveli District Collector’s
office,involving studentsand
professorsfrom government
and government&aided co-
llegesacross four districts:
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
Kanyakumari,and Tenkasi.

Themeetingwaspresided
overbyDistrict Collector An-
and Mohan, with Members of
ParliamentRobertBruceand
Vijay Vasanth,and Membersof
theLegislative AssemblyR.S.

Muruganand Reddiarpatti
Narayananinattendance. fm

Higher Education Mi-
nister Viswanathan parti- §*
cipatedasthespecial guest
andengagedindiscussions

2D
appr0x1mately?2croreto -’ ok

15students. Addressing |
the gathering, heremark-

ed, “Inthepast,Iwasdenied
aneducationalloanbecausel
alreadyhadahomeloan;Thad
tostruggletofundmychild’s
education. The Higher Educ-
ation Departmentis prepared
toprovidetrainingtostudents
in Artificial Intelligence (AI)
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technology. Furthermore, la-
ptopswillsoonbedistributed
to 1 millionstudents”
Inasubsequentinteraction
withreporters, the Minister
stated: “In previous years,
there wasfriction between
the Governorand the Chief
Minister; thatisnolonger

MR T,

government colleges

= =stamz withinamonth,andthe

= remaining 9,000 vacant
| positionswillbefilled wi-

thecase. Theappointment of
Vice&Chancellorshasbeen
delayed dueto ongoing court
cases. The government will
soonimplementafeepolicy
forprivateeducational inst-
itutions.

Additionally, 2,700 pro-
fessorswillbe appointed to

thinthenexttwoyears”
i After 59years—andasa
,, resultofthestrugglesof
@ manyleadersandalong
I. period of waiting—the
Congresspartyhasbeen
h included in the Tamil
Nadu cabinet, following
discussionsbetween Ch-
ief Minister Vijayand Rahul
Gandhi. Theadministration
of Kamarajar is currently
underwayin Tamil Nadu,
with projectsworth one th-
ousand crorerupeesbeing
implemented in hisname.
Hestated this.

Adityanath highlights Ayodhya’s
transformation ahead of 10th Deepotsav

LUCKNOW: Uttar Prade-
sh ChiefMinister Yogi Adity-
anathon Tuesdayhighlighted
Ayodhya’s transformation
since2017, stating that thecity
wasregainingitsancientglory
ahead ofthe 10th Deepotsav,
which will feature millions
of earthenlamps, tableaux
depictingepisodesfromthe
Ramayana,grand processions
and cultural performances.

InapostonX, Adityanath
said Ayodhya, regardedasone
of the Sapta Puris, or seven
sacred cities, was preparing
to celebrate the festival with
religiousfervourand cultural
grandeur. “Foremostamong
the Sapta Puris (sevensacred
cities), Shri Ayodhya Dham
isthrilled towelcomeits 10th
grandanddivine Deepotsav,’
Yogisaid.

“Illuminated by the celest-
ialglowofmillionsofearthen
lamps, thebanksofthe Saryu,
captivating tableauxbringing
episodesoftheRamayanato
life, grand processions,and
cultural performances will
revive the memories of the
Treta Yugaduringthisfestiv-
al. Everylamp willsymbolise
boundlessdevotiontoLord
ShriRam,and everyflame
willproclaimthegloryofour
Sanatan culture,” he wrote.

The Chief Minister criti-
cised previous governments
over thealleged neglect of
Ayodhyabefore2017 and
referred toincidentsinvol-
vingRamdevoteesand the
Hanumangarhitemple. “Ho-
wever, priortotheyear2017,
Lord ShriRam’sbeloved city,

AyodhyaJi,wasenduringthe g e

agonyofneglect, disorder,and
plight. Whatconcerncoulda
governmenthaveforthedev-
elopmentof ‘Ram’s Ayodhya’
whenitordered firingupon
innocentRamdevoteesand
committed thesin ofhaving
Namazoffered on the stepsof
thesacred Shri Hanumanga-
rhi?” Adityanath said.
Hecredited Prime Minister
NarendraModiand the state
government with the city’s
developmentand cultural
revival,allegingthat Ayodhya
isregainingitsancientglory
withthedevelopmentofthe
airport,developed ghatsand
modernamenities.“By the
graceof Lord ShriRam,anew
dawnofdevelopmentand cu-
Itural renaissance broke over
ShriAyodhyaJiafter theyear
2017, the Uttar Pradesh CM
alleged. “Undertheguidance
ofRespected Prime Minister
Shri@narendramodiJiand
throughtheeffortsofthedo-

Arrest of Anbil Mahesh
Annamal_i Welcomes the Move

CHENNALI: Inapostonthe platform X, Annamalal, lea-
derofthe ‘Wethe Leaders organization, stated the following:
“Wewelcomethearrest of former School Education Mini-
ster Anbil Mahesh, which followsallegations ofirregular-
itieswithin the School Education Department. Thereisno
room for disagreementon the principle thatanyone who
commitsawrongdoing must faceappropriatelegalaction.
Whenwereleased the DMK Files’ in 2023, weraised qu-
estionsregardinga¥1,000 croreinvestmentbythe ‘Noble
Steel’ companyin Tamil Nadu; the then&DMK government
failedtoprovideaproperexplanation.

To this day, therehasbeennoresponse to ourall-
egation thatthis wasanillicitinvestment—an invest-
ment that, in fact, never materialized in Tamil Nadu.
Furthermore, therehasbeennoresponsetoreportssu-
ggesting thatatrustassociated with Udhayanidhi Stalin
operated from the same address as ‘Noble Bricks’—an-
otherentitylinked to the “Noble Group. Whatisthe co-
nnection between ‘Noble Bricks and the trustlinked to
UdhayanidhiStalin? And what are the answers to the
questions surrounding that¥1,000 crore investment?
Turge the governmentto conductatransparentinvesti-

gationinto thismatterand reveal the truth to the public”
- " - - - ______________________
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uble&engine government,
thecityof Ramisregainingits
ancientglory. Thegrandand
divine ShriRam Mandir, Ma-
harishi ValmikiInternational
Airport,the well&appointed
Rampath, newlydeveloped
ghats, modernamenities,and
itsemergenceasaSolar City
haveturned Ayodhyaintoa
wondrous confluence offaith
and modermtytoday, he sa1d
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Adityanathsaid Deepotsavhad
becomeasymbol ofdevotion
among RamdevoteesinIndia
andabroad, recallingthatthe
festivalbeganin2017with 1.71
lakhlamps. “Thejourney of
Deepotsav, whichbegan with
1.711lakhlampsin2017,has
todaybecomeasymbol ofthe
deepdevotionandfervour of
croresof Ramdevoteesacross
thenationandthe world Like

everyyear, thisyeartoo, the
devoteesof Ram are ready
tosetaworldrecordinlamp
lighting,”hesaid.
Hedescribed the festival
asareflection of generations
ofdevotees’ desiretosee Ay-
odhyarestored toitsformer
splendour andlinkeditto
cultural prideand the goal
ofadevelopedIndia. “This
Deepotsavistheradianceof
the dreams of generations
who, for centuries, cherished
thelongingtoseetheir Ram’s
Ayodhyainits Treta Yuga
splendour.
“Today,everylampisbeing
litasatriumph offaith overthe
darknessofappeasement,an
awakeningofcultural self&-
pride,and aresolute pledge
toward buildingadeveloped
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Chennai: “The Congresshasnorighttocriticize the Prlme M|n|ster sfather,”

stated senior TamilNadu BJP leader Tamilisai Soundararajan.

Israel Election: Voters, Leaders Golanand
Ben-Gvir Cast Ballots Amid CaIIsforCha.nge

JERUSALEM:Israel wit-
nessedacrucial election day
ascitizensheadedtothepolls
todecidethe composition of
the 120&member Knesset.

Amongthose casting
their votes were prominent
political figures, including
Yair Golan,leader ofthe De-
mocrats party, and Itamar
Ben&Gvir, Israel'sNational
Security Ministerand head
ofthe Otzma Yehuditparty.

Golan,accompanied by
hiswifeandgrandson, votedin
Rosh Haayin, emphasizingthe
day’ssignificance by stating,
“Today, wearesavingIsrael”
Meanwhile, Ben&Gvir casthis
ballotin Kiryat Arbawithhis
wife, urging supportersfora
strongturnoutand warning
againstapotential “Mansour
Abbas government,” while
asserting, “Netanyahuwillbe
primeminister,and wewillbe
theright&wing standard&-
bearer ofthatgovernment.”

Votersacross
thenation exp-
ressedastrong £
desirefor change
andemphasized
theimportanceof
participation. An
anonymousvo-
terinJerusalem
highlighted the
civic duty: “It’s
veryimportantthateveryone
should getoutoftheirhouse
andcasttheirvote...Ijusthope
thatthepeoplewhoaregoing
tovotewillbringthiscountry
toabetterplace”

Uziel Khazan, another
voter,described thiselection
asthemostvitalhehad ever
participatedin,lamentinga
perceivedlossofdemocracy
and unity over the pasttwo
decades. Henoted, “A qu-
arter&million Israelis left
Israel—thebest, theelite of
Israel...andtheywanttocome
backhereiftheyseethatthere

isachange” Gideon,aPhD
student, echoed thesesenti-
ments, callingtheelectiona
‘celebration of democracy”
andurgingyoungpeopleto
votefor change. Hana,another
voter, expressed confidence
inher chosen party, Amcha
Yisrael,anditsgoal forabetter
futureand peace.
PresidentIsaac Herzog
and his wife also cast their
votes, with Herzogencou-
raging public participation
andsettoplayapivotalrolein
government formationafter
theresultsaretallied.



