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IndiaInvites AlISCOMembers, Including
Pakistan, for Civilisational Dialogue Forum

NEW DELHI: New Delhi
issettohosttheinaugural
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Civilisat-
ional Dialogue Forum from
November20to22.Indiahas
extendedinvitationstoall ten
member nations, including
Pakistan, for this significant
eventaimedatstrengthening
culturaltiesand mutual und-
erstandingacrosstheregion.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhhad previouslyanno-
unced India’s intention to
hostthisforum, emphasizing
itsimportancein fostering

November20to22Iindiahas extended

deeper connectionsamong
SCO countries. Speakingat
the SCO Council of Heads
of Government meetingin
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Singh
highlighted India’senduring
friendship with Tajikistan

andits closerelationships ©

with other Central Asian
nations. He underscored
the SCO’s 25&year journey,
reflectingonitsachievements
and futuretrajectory.

a "%'

Trump Claims He Ended Indla-

USA:Former USPresident
Donald Trumphasonceagain
asserted thatheresolved the
India&Pakistan conflictby
threateningboth nations with
hefty250% tariffs. Speaking
atamidtermelectionrallyin
Corpus Christi, Texas, Trump
reiterated his claim thathe
usedtradeasleveragetode&-
escalatetensionsbetweenthe
nuclear&armedneighbors.

Accordingto Trump, five
oftheeight ‘wars”he claims
tohave ended were resolv-
edthrough trade&related
measures, citing Indiaand
Pakistanasaprime examp-
le. Herecounted contacting
the prime ministers of both
countries duringamilitary
confrontation, warningthem
ofsevereeconomicrepercu-

ssionsifhostilities persisted.
“I'said,ifyougotowar,ifyou
keep doing this, 'm going
toput250% tariffon each of
you,and you’re never going
tobeabletodobusinessinthe
United States,” Trump stated.

Hesuggested that this
tariffthreat provided both
sides with areason to step
back from further conflict,
recallingthe Pakistani Prime
Minister’salleged statement
thathe ‘saved atleast 30 mil-
lionlives’

However, Indiahas co-
nsistently disputed Trump’s
claims, particularlyregarding
thelossof11aircraftduring
the engagement, and has
firmlyrejected any external
mediation.

Indiamaintainsthatthe

ceasefireunderstandingdu-
ring ‘Operation Sindoor’ was
reachedonlyafter Pakistan’s
Director General of Military
Operations (DGMO) initiat-
ed contacttorequestahaltin
militaryaction.

‘Operation Sindoor’ was
launchedbyIndiaasatargeted
responseto dismantleterror
infrastructure following the

April 22 terroristattackin
Pahalgam,

with the operation pau-
singafter Pakistan’s formal
requeston May 10.

Trump’sclaimscomeam-
idsthis continued criticism of
theNobel Peace Prizeaward
toNavi Pillay,arguinghedes-
ervedthehonorforhisalleged
conflictresolutionefforts.

India Meteorological Departmentannounces
that Cyclone ‘Arnab’ has fully crossed the coast

CHENNAL: Cyclone Ar-
nab, which wassituated over
thecentral&easternandadj-
oining central&western Bay
ofBengal, movedinawest&-
northwesterlydirectionand
intensified. By 5:30PM theday
beforeyesterday,ithad beco-
mea ‘severe cyclonicstorm’
overthecentral&western Bay
of Bengal.

Continuingitswest&nort-
hwesterlypath, itfurtherinten-
sified,becominga ‘verysevere
cyclonicstorm’inthe same
regionby 11:30 PM thatnight.
Subsequently, the cyclone

moved further northwestand
began crossing the coastbe-
tween2:00 AMand4:00 AM
today, near Yanam—situated
between Kakinadain And-
hraPradeshandthe Yanam
regionof Puducherry (inthe
stretchbetween Bapatlaand
Visakhapatnam).
Ittookapproximatelyone
hour forthestorm’s centerto
completelycrossthecoastline.
Asthecyclonemadelandfa-
11, heavyrainsaccompanied
by strong windslashed the
coastal districts of Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha,and West

Bengal throughoutthenight.

Thecityof Kakinadasuff-
eredsignificantdamage; trees
wereuprooted inmany places,
and power supplies were dis-
ruptedacrossvariousareas.

Consequently, roa-
ds remained deserted,
with no vehicular traffic.
Inthis context, theIndia Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
hasannounced that Cyclone
‘Arnab’hasfullycrossed the
coastnear Yanam, between
Narsapur and Kakinada. It
wasreported thatduringthe
landfall, the cyclonebrought

gale&force windsreaching
speedsof 125 kmphto 150
kmph. The system hassince
weakenedslightlyandisnow
classifiedasa ‘severecyclonic
stormy.

Inanticipation ofthecycl-
one, precautionary measures
havebeentakeninboth Andhra
Pradeshand Odisha.

The Andhra Pradesh
governmenthasrelocated
thousands of peopleliving
inlow&lyingareas to safer
locations. Additionally, 1,351
pregnantwomenhavebeen
admittedtohospitals.

CHENNAI: Minister for Public Works and Sports Development, Adhav Arjuna, congratulated and
commended the athletes who brought pride to Tamil Nadu by winning medals atthe 5thAsian Para Games.

Duringhisaddr-
ess, Singhreiterated
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s call for
concreteactionsto
enhance security,
connectivity,and
opportunities wit-
hinthe SCOregion.
' Healsostressed the
critical need fora
unifiedandresolute
approach to combat

terrorism, identifyingitasa
major threatto global peace
and development.

Singh firmly stated that
there shouldbeno double
standards in dealing with
terrorism,and nosanctuary
for those who finance, sup-
port, or provide safe havens
toterrorists.

He called for the compl-
etedismantling of theentire
ecosystem thatsupports this

menace.
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar was pres-
entatthe Dushanbe meeting.
This developmentcom-
esas Pakistan assumed the
rotating chairmanship of
the SCO Council of Heads
of State for the 2026 &2027
termon September 1,2026.
The SCO currently comprises
10 member states: Belarus,
China, India, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan,and Uzb-
ekistan.Indiabecameafull
memberin2017.

Indla US Defence Framework
Pakistan Conflict with Tariff Th reats Progress Reviewed Ra]nath Slngh

NEW DELHI: De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singhrecentlymethis US
counterpart, Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth, in
Cebu, Philippines. The
meetingtook placeonthe
sidelines ofthe 13th ASE-
AN Defence Ministers’
Meeting (ADMM) - Plus.
Bothleadersdiscussedthe
ongoing progress of the
10-year India-US Defence
Framework, acrucial
agreement for strengthen-
ingstrategictiesbetween
thetwonations.

Singhhighlighted that
theframeworkisdriving
strategic convergence
inmilitarytechnology,

information sharing,and
co-production, reinforc-
ingtherobustpartnership
asacornerstone fora
free,open,andsecure
Indo-Pacific. Secretary
Hegsethalsoaffirmed
thestrong collaboration,
notingtheone-year
anniversary of their Major
DefencePartnershipand
exploring new avenues for
cooperation.

Rajnath Singhislead-
ingtheIndian delegation
atthe ADMM-Plus, which
runsfrom October28to
29.Duringhisvisit, he
isalsoholdingbilateral
meetings with defence
ministers from other

participating countries
toreviewand strengthen
existing defencerelation-
ships.

India’sactive partic-
ipationintheseregional
mechanisms, especially

co-chairingthe Experts

Working Group on
Counter-Terrorism with
Malaysia, underscoresits
commitment to peaceand
stabilityin Southeast Asia
under the ‘ActEast’ policy.

Raja Warring slams Bhagwant Mann
over escalating drugviolence

CHANDIGARH: Co-

ngressleader Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring on We-
dnesday slammed Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
andthe Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government, raising
alarming concernsover the
state’s worsening drugcrisis.

InapostonX,citinga
viralvideo ofaserving CRPF
jawan who spoke outagainst
drugavailabilityand repor-
ted facing stateintimidation
and administrativeaction
for raising his voice, War-
ring questioned whether
highlighting the reality of
substance abusein Punjab

hasnowbeen
criminalised
by the state
administrat-
ion. Warring
accused the
Bhagwant
\ Mann gov-
ernment of
suppressing
citizens, sec-
urity person-
nel,and activistswhodareto
exposelocal drugnetworks,
alleging that the voice of dis-
sentis metwith policeaction
orharassmentrather than
systemic solutions.

Hesaid, “Thisistoday’s
Punjab...Addictionisn’t st-
opping, butthevoicesrising
againstaddictionarebeing
suppressed.

Thisquestion wasn't ra-
isedbyanyordinary citizen,
butbyajawan of the CRPF
deployed for the country’s
security. Speak outonadd-
ictionandyou’llgo tojail,
askquestionsandyou’ll face

action&since when hassp-
eakingthe truth in Punjab,
@BhagwantMann, become
acrime?”

The controversy follo-
wsaspate of high&profile
incidentsacross the state,
includingtargeted attacks
andkillings of anti&drug
activists&such as the mu-
rder of prominentactivist
Parvinder Singh Jhotain

Mansa&and public protests
by grieving families.

The worsening law&-
and&order situation has
drawnsharp criticism from
national oppositionleaders
and Union Home Minist-
er Amit Shah, leading the
Ministry of Home Affairs
toseek detailed reports on
narcotics&related violence

and su1c1des in Pun]ab

Underthe superV|S|on of Kumar the Sectlon En-
gineerforthe Nilgiri Mountain Railway, railway
workers have beendivided into severalteamsand
are currentlyengaged intrack restoration work. Itis
expectedthatthe Mettupalayam—-Ooty mountain
train service willresume only aftertheserestoration
works are completed.
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Today horoscope

Youwillshake offfatigue andact with renewed
energy. Ego-related issues will be resolved, fos-
tering greater harmony between spouses. You
may undertake out-of-town trips for business
purposes. Maintaininga calm demeanor at the
workplace will prove beneficial.

Minor disagreements may arise between [ {
spouses. Avoid making any promises or com-|
mitmentsto others. Expenses may exceed your
income. Atthe workplace, itisbestto focussolely
onyourown tasks. Businessactivity will pick up,
leading to profits.

_

You will successfully execute plans that youhavebeen

& vs{orking onforalongtime. Youwill notice positive
e changesinyour children’sbehavior. At work,
youwill receive support from your superiors.
Inbusiness, ensure youdo not fall out with your
partners.

Auspiciousevents thathad been delayed willnow come
to fruition. You will fulfill the wishes of your children. You
will benefit from your siblings. You will :
expand yourbusinessonalargerscale.

Professionally, you may have the opportunity
tomeet with influentialindividuals.

Youwill practice compromisein your
relationship with your spouse. Youwill fulfill
. thewishesofyour children. Your reputationin
yoursocial circlewillrise. Inbusiness, you will
employ new strategiestoattract customers. Atthe
workplace, youwillreceive support fromyour
colleagues.
Someone you havelong wished to see will
cometovisityou. Youmay purchase new
electronicdevices. Confusion will dissipate,
bringinghappiness toyour family. Avoid
making enemiesatyour workplace. You
canexpect profitsin your business.

Beaccommodating toward your family members. It
isbesttoavoidarguments with your neighbors. Youmay
expandyourancestralhome. Atwork, youwill
locate adocumentyouhadbeensearching for.In
business, youmay experience some running
around or extra effort.

Youwillstrive toreach your goals. There willbean inflow
of money. Confusion willberesolved,and
happiness will prevail within your family. Your [k
father’shealth willimprove. Youwillsee progress,
inbothyourbusinessand your career.

Your family members will appreciate thebold decisions
youmake. Intimacybetween spouses willincrease. Friends
W*?‘ willbehelpful. Your mother’shealth willimprove.
SV ;\T’ Youwill gain greater respectand recognitionat
your workplace. Business will be brisk.

Mental confusion will dissipate, bringing clarity. You may

receivevisits fromrelatives or friendsliving el e
sewhere. Unnecessary expenses will decrease. 'y -
Youwill fulfill the wishes of your family members. ‘
Adisputeregardingancestral propertywill come
toaresolution. Bothbusinessand professionallife
willflourish.
Youwillshake offfatigueand become ener-
. getic. Financialinflows willbe satisfactory. You
' willbenefitfrom relatives on your father’s side.
Youmayseek theblessings of spiritual figures.In
business, youwillachieve successby employing

new strategies. Atwork, youwill receive praise
fromyour superiors.

Youwillreceive assistance whenever youseekit. Youmay
purchasevaluablejewelry. Youwillattend
functionshosted by prominentindividuals. You
mightgetyourvehiclerepaired orserviced.
Businesswill yieldareasonable profit. Atyour
workplace, avoid making complaintsaboutanyone.

ImpactofCyclone Arnab

Roughseasin Ennore; seawater
enters residential areas

i — e

PONNERI: Duetorough seaconditionstriggered by
Cyclone Arnab, seawater hasenteredresidential areasin
Ennore, Chennai.

AsCyclone Arnabapproached the coastof AndhraPra-
deshlastnight, theseabecameturbulent starting yesterday
eveninginareasincluding Ennoreand Thiruvottiyurin
North Chennai,aswellas Pulicatin the Thiruvallur district.
IntheBharathiyarNagarareaofEnnore, aggressive sea waves
surged pasttheshorelineand flooded theroads, sweeping
away two&wheelersthat were parked alongtheroadside.

urthermore, the seawater hasinundated six streetsin
Bharathiyar Nagar,leavinghundreds oflocalresidentsin
astateofdeep fearand anxiety.

Theyreported thatseawateriscurrentlyenteringreside-
ntialareasin Ennore—muchlikethe way theseasurgedand
flooded coastal villages during the tsunamiin Tamil Nadu.
Following this, senior police officials rushed to the affe-
ctedareasandadvised the publictoavoid going near the
coastlineand torefrain from wandering on the roads.
Furthermore, Thiruvottiyur MLA Senthilkumar inspected
the Ennoreareaandissuedspecificinstructionsto officials
from the police, revenue, and other relevant departments
toimplement necessary safety measures.
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Indian pilot Smith Machar honored
withthe country’s highest award

JERUSALEM:Indianpi- Israelwith 174 passengerson
lotSmith Macharthwarteda board—intotheground. By
plottocrashaplane—which strugglingagainstthe co&-
wastravelingfrom Dubaito pilot,he managedtosave

manylives.

Machar sustained se-
vereinjuries during the
altercation and was ad-
mitted to a hospital.
TheIndian pilot’sbraveary
drew worldwide praise.
Notably, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) announced
thatitwould bestow one of
itshighesthonorsuponhim.

Hewasalsoinvited to
participateinIsrael’sInde-
pendence Day celebrations
tolighta ceremonial candle,
andthe countryannounceda
civilianbraveryaward forhim.

ChiefMinister Vijay honored the athletes from Tamil Nadu who won medals at the WorldSkills competition

heldin Shanghai, China, by presenting themwithincentive awards.

Electricitywillnotbe procuredatan
exorbitant price: Minister’s clarification

CHENNAI: Thedem-
and of Rs. 41.50 per unit of
electricity by companiesin
theopenmarkethascaused
astir. Inresponse, Minister
Nirmal Kumar has stated
thatelectricity willnotbe
procuredatsuchahigh price.
Itwasreportedthatapowercri-

sishasemergedin TamilNadu
duetoa3,000&megawatt
increasein electricity de-
mand comparedtolast ye-

| ar, coupled withashortfall
}ﬁ inthe expected supply fr-

omthe central power grid.
Meanwhile, twoweeksago,a
tenderwasfloatedtoprocure
4,500 megawatts of electricity
fromtheopenmarkettomeet
therisingdemand.
Thequoted pricesranged
fromRs.31toamaximum of
Rs.37perunit—adevelopment
that caused significant conc-
ern. Minister Nirmal Kumar
hadpreviouslyexplained that
thehigh costwasduetothe

power beingsourced from
gas&based generation plants.
Separately,atender wasissued
yesterdayforthe procurement
0f2,100 megawatts of electricity
tomeet peak&hourdemand
fortheperiod spanning De-
cember 2026 to May 2027.
For this, companies quoted
apriceofRs.41.50 per unit.
Thenewsthatelectricity
mightbeprocuredatarateof
Rs.41.50 perunithassparked
significant controversy, fol-
lowingan earlier shockover
apotential purchase price of
Rs.37perunit. Addressing
this, Minister Nirmal Kum-
arstated onthesocialmedia

Followinghis dischar-
gefromthehospital, Smith
Machar washonored with
the ‘Order of Zayed (First
Class), aprestigious UAE
award, presented to him by
the Crown Prince of Dubai,

Sheikh Hamdan.
Furthermore, the President
ofthe UAE, Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and
the Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, personally met
with the flight crew to co-
mmend their courage and
dedication.

platform X, “Electricity will
notbeprocuredattherates
ofRs.37toRs.41perunitas
requested bythecompanies.”
Heexplained thatwhileten-
derswereinvited yesterday,
the companieshave quoted
excessivelyhigh prices.
Giventhatthereisasuf-
ficientpowerreserveforthe
next three months—and
sincethistenderisintended
forthesummerseason ofnext
year—such pricingisunjust-
ified. Furthermore, steps will
betakeninthecomingdays
toenterintomedium&term
andlong&term power proc-
urementagreements.

Importing Cooking Gas from 41 Countries
to Address the Strait of HormuzIssue

PANAJI: A conference
onenergytechnologybeg-
anin Goayesterday. More
than 1,500 energy experts
from various countries,
includingIndia,arepart-
icipating. Union Minister
for Petroleum Hardeep
Singh Puriinaugurated the
conference.
Speakingontheoccasion,
hestated: “Due to conflict,

the Straitof Hormuz—Ilo-
catednear Iran—hasbeen
affected. Thishascreated
significant difficultiesin
importingcrudeoiland
natural gas from Gulfna-
tions.

Theentire world has
beenimpacted by thisiss-
ue” “Indiaismanagingthe
situationregardingthe St-
raitof Hormuz effectively.

Informationshared by Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri

Previously, weimported
crudeoiland LPG (cooki-
nggas) from 27 countries;

wenow source them from |

41 countries.”

“Earlier, weimported only
10% of our LPGrequir-
ementsfrom the United

States. Thatfigurehasnow g

risento 67%.” Previously,
34,000 tonnes of LPG were
being produced domestic-

allyeach day. Thishasnow
beenincreasedto 55,000
metrictonnes, he stated.

1,000 rupee note featuring the
Thanjavur Big Temple s fake

Press Information Bureau clarifies

NEW DELHI: A 1,000
rupee note featuring an
image of the Thanjavur Big
Templeis fake. The Press
Information Bureau (PIB)
ofthe Central Government
hasadvised the public not
tobelieve suchinformation
circulatingonsocial media.
Inthepast, 1,000 rupee no-
tesissuedin 1954and 1975
did featurean image of the
Thanjavur Big Temple. In
November2016,thedemon-
etization exercise wascarried
outtocurbthecirculation of
counterfeitcurrency;atthat
time, theold 500&rupeeand

1,000&rupeenoteswere co-
mpletelywithdrawn.
Subsequently, new 500
rupeeand 2,000 rupeenotes
wereintroducedinto circu-
lation. The 2,000 rupeenotes
werewithdrawnin May2023.
Currently,only10,20,50,100,
200,and 500 rupeenotesare
incirculation. Againstthis
backdrop,information—a-
ccompanied by images—is
circulatingon social media
claimingthatnew1,000&rupee
notes, featuringanimage of
the Thanjavur Big Temple,
havebeen putintocirculation.
Addressing this, the Press

Informatlon Bureau (PIB)
ofthe Central Government
statedinasocial media post
yesterday: “Claimsare circ-
ulatingonsocialmediathata
new 1,000rupeenotehasbeen
introducedinto circulation.

1000 rermesrn oevasmins vy

-y

Thls isfake. The Reserve
BankofIndiahasnotissued
anyannouncementregard-
inganew 1,000 rupeenote.
Itis essential to verify the
authenticity ofinformation
circulatingonsocialmedia”

s
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AWalkway Made of 24 Karat

Gold to OpenSoon in Dubai

A walkway crafted from 24 karat go-
1dis set to open soon inDubai. Dubai,
in the United Arab Emirates, stands as
aglobal hub for commerce and tourism.
Itis particularly renowned as a pre-
mier destination for gold jewelry. In
Dubai, there are no taxes on the purc-
hase of gold or jewelry. Because there
are no heavy import duties ongoldbr-
ought in fromabroad, the metal is av-
ailableat significantly lower prices
than inmany other parts of theworld.
Consequently, tourists and investors
flock to Dubai to purchase gold.

To cater to this, adedicated ‘GoldDi-
strict’ was Taunched this January in the
DeiraareaofDubai. Ithousesover 1,000
retail outlets specializingingold, je-
welry, wholesale trade, and investment.
To further enhanceits statusasa ‘City
of Gold’ and to attract evenmore tour-
ists, theGoldDistrictis preparingto
unveil a spectacular feature: theworld’s
Tongest walkway made of 24&karat gold.
The walkway is scheduled to op-
en within the next two months.
Globally, thepriceof goldhas soared-—
surpassing 100,000 rupees per *pavan*®
(approx. 8 grams)—making it increasi-
ngly difficult for people back home to
afford jewelry for weddings.

Against this backdrop, the news of a
gold walkway opening inDubai has capt-

ured theworld’s attention and sparked
\1 despread amazement.

Anbil Mahesh files ball

pleainspecial court;
hearing set for tomorrow

CHENNAL A bailapplic-
ationfiled by former Minister
AnbilMaheshissettobeheard
tomorrow (Thursday)ina
special courtin Chennai. A
complaintwaslodgedbythe
Private Schools Association
alleging thatover Rs. 100
crore was collected during
the previous DMK regime r
in exchange for granting
permanentrecognition to private schools.

Based on this complaint, former School Education
Minister Anbil Mahesh wasarrested the day before ye-
sterday by the Chennai Central Crime Branch police.
Heiscurrentlylodgedin Chennai’s Puzhal Prison. In
this context, Anbil Mahesh hasfiled abail application
inthe special court for corruption cases in Chennai.
Inhispetition, he states: “Initially, this case wasregistered
under ordinarylegal provisions, butitwaslateraltered to
include Sections7 and 12 of the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, withmynameaddedasthefifthaccused”

“Thisisafabricated case, filed against me out of political
vendetta. The policehaveonlyalleged that certainindividuals
collected money” “The policehave provided no evidence
tosuggestthatI personallyacceptedabribeoractedina
manner thatresultedinillegal gain. Furthermore, under
Section 17&A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, prior
sanction fromthe Governorisrequiredtoinitiateaninve-
stigation against me; however, thisaction wastaken unilat-
erallywithoutobtainingsuch sanction, whichisunlawful”
“Ihavefully cooperated with the police whenever summo-
nedfor questioning. I suffer from pancreatitisandrequire
continuous medical supervision.

Therefore,IrequestthatIbegrantedbail,” the petition
reads. Thispetitionissetto comeup for hearing tomorrow
(Thursday) before JudgeL.S. Sathiyamurthyat the Special
Courtfor Anti&Corruption Cases,located on the Madras
High Courtpremises.

V.O. Chidambaranar Portin Thoothukudihas set
anewrecord by handling 25 milliontonnes of cargo
by October24 inthe 2026- 27 financial year.
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CHENNALI: The Tamil
NaduTraders’ Associations
Federationhasrequestedthe
ChiefMinistertoimposeaban
onholdingfestive&season
salesexhibitionsinwedding
halls. Inapetitionsubmitted
to the Chief Minister, S. Sou-

ndararajan, President of the E

Tamil Nadu Traders’ Asso-
ciations Federation, stated
thatduring festive seasons
like Deepavaliand Pongal,
businessentities from other
statesand major metropol-

“Trump sexua

Inspiring Minds, Catalyzing Science, Empowering Technologies

Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave

ESTIC 2026

itancitiesrentout wedding
hallsin citieslike Chennai,
Madurai, Coimbatore, Tri-
chy,and Salem—aswellasin
smallertownsand rural are-
as—tohostsales exhibitions.

Atthesevenues, theystock
large quantities ofitems su-
chasreadymade garments,
textiles,and household go-
ods,sellingthem directlyto
consumersunder the guise
of “discountsales”

Thispracticeadversely
affectslocal traderswhohave
beenconductingbusinessin

theseareasfor generations. It
shouldbenoted thatwedding
hallsare permitted bylocal
civicbodiesto operate excl-
usively forauspiciousevents

PMinagroup photograph durlng the |naugurat|on ofthe Emerglng Smence Technology and Innovatlon
Conclave, 2026 atBharatMandapam, in New Delhi.

The governmentshouldimpose abanon
holding sales exhibitionsinwedding halls

andsocial gatherings. Using
weddinghallsastemporary
marketplaces—akinto com-
mercial complexes—isaviola-
tion of regulations. Therefore,
local governingbodiesand
thepoliceshould notgrant
permission for holding co-
mmercial exhibitions or the
saleofgoodsinweddinghalls.
The Government of Tamil
Nadu shouldissueanim-
mediate governmentorder
(G.O.)regarding this matter,
thestatementadds.

yassaulted me” - Former Swiss

beauty queen makes aIIegatlon after 33 years

WASHINGTON: De-
mocratsonthe U.S. House
Judiciary Committee have
released a 53&pagereport.
Itincludes statements ma-
debyaformer Swiss beauty
queen, Beatrice Giull, agai-
nstPresident Trump during
interviews conducted by the
Democratic party members.
Inthereport, Beatrice Giull
states: “In 1993, whenIwas

UG Ty vav faiaaiivaw

government, Minister N.
Mariawilsonhad annou-
ncedinthe previousbudget

ina beautypageant held at
24yearsold, I participated thePlaza HotelinNew York. thecurrentU.S. President, mybody;” stated Kiul.

10,000 Milch Cows for RuralVWomen
Rs. 57 CroreAIIocated for Free Distribution

B

That waswhenIfirstmet

Thisschemeisexpected
toimprove thelivelihoods
andincome of ruralwomen
by fosteringthe development

el of high&yield dairyassets.

thisinitiative,and Rs. 57
crorehasbeenallocated for
thepurpose.

§Under this scheme, each
beneficiarywillbe provided
Bwithahealthy, high&yielding

crossbred milch cow capable
of producingatleast8litres
of milk per day.

Trump. Atthattime, theho-
tel was owned by Trump.”
“After Trumpleftthe scene,
one of hisrepresentatives
invited metoaroomonan
upperfloorofthe Plaza Hotel.
AssoonasIenteredthe
room, Trump grabbed me
and sexually assaulted me
byforce” “Atthattime, my
clothesweretorn,andIsu-
stained bleedinginjurieson

Thiswill ensure a ste-
ady source of income for
the beneficiary’s family.
Through properlivestock
careand scientificmanage-
ment, each cowisexpected
toproduce3to4calvesover
aperiod of 5 years; this will
facilitate the creation oflo-
ng&termassetsand provide
sustainable economicbenefits.

DMK Councilorarrested for remark that Vijay
could havebeen “finished oft”in Karur

CHENNALI: Duringthe
previous DMKadministration,
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
servedasthe Ministerfor Sc-
hoolEducation. Atthattime,
the Association of Private
Schoolsfiledapolice comp-
laintallegingthatover3100
crorehadbeen collected from
privateschoolsunder the pr-
etextof securing permanent
recognitionand obtaining

necessary statutoryappro-
vals,suchasthosefromthe
DTCP (Directorate of Town
and CountryPlanning)and
CMDA (Chennai Metropoli-
tan Development Authority).
Following this,hewasarr-
estedbythe Central Crime
Branchpolice.
Ashewasbeingbroug-
htto Puzhal Prison, DMK
supporters gathered atthe

Jalandhar: Inthe Men’sAsian ChampionsTrophﬂl

hockeytournament, the Indianteam securedabrilliant
victory by defeating Bangladesh.

prisonentranceandraised | —*

slogansagainstthe Tamil
Nadugovernment.
Duringthis, Ditta Sar-
avanan,a DMK Councilor
from Katpadi, Vellore, sh-
outed aggressively, “Stay

strong,leader! Wewill get pr "

outofthis.

Ifonlywehad finished
himoff’backtheninKarur,
would webein thissituati-
ontoday?” Herepeated the
samesentiment—askingifthe
current predicament could
havebeenavoidedhad “he”
been “finished off” in Karur—
toapersonstandingnearby.
Avideo ofthisincidenthas
been circulating rapidlyon
social media, drawing wi-
despread condemnation.
The Puzhal police registe-
redacaseandlauncheda
search for Ditta Saravanan.
Hehasnowbeenarrested.

Ditta Saravanan wasappr-
ehendedbyaspecial police
teamattheresidence ofan
individualnamed Premin
Villupuram, afterhehadatte-
mptedtomisleadauthorities
byfeigningatriptoBengaluru.
Additionally, ACK Premku-
mar—the Deputy Organizer
ofthe DMK’s Central District
Youth Wingin Villupuram,
whohad providedshelterto
Ditta Saravanan—hasalso
beenarrested.
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20% Diwali Bonus for GroupCand D
Employees: CM Vijay Announces

Payoutsto RangefromRs. 8,400to Rs. 16 800

CHENNAL In view of
the upcoming Diwali fes-
tival, Chief Minister Vijay
hasannounced abonusof
up to 20% for Group Cand
D employees workingacr-
ossall publicsector unde-
rtakings (PSUs) under the
Governmentof TamilNadu.
A statementissued by the
Tamil Nadu government
yesterdaynoted that, inreco-
gnition ofthehard workand
dedication ofthe employees
who contributesignificantly
tothestate’seconomic growth
andtheoperational success
of public sector undertak-
ings—and with the aim of
motivating them—Chief
Minister Vijay has ordered
thedisbursementofabonus
(ex&gratia/incentive pay-
ment) for theyear 2025-26.

Accordingto the Pay-
ment of Bonus Act, 2019
(formerly the Payment of

Bonus (Amendment) Act,
2015), thesalary ceiling for
eligibilitytoreceiveabonus
issetatRs.21,000, whilethe
monthlysalary ceiling for
the purpose of calculating
thebonusissetatRs.7,000.
ForClass‘C’and ‘D’ em-
ployeesand staffworkingin
profit&making publicsector
undertakings, atotal of up
to 20%—comprising an
8.33%bonusandan11.67%
ex&gratia payment—will
be provided, based on the
allocable surplusofthere-
spective organizations.
Eligible Class ‘C’ and ‘D’
employeesand staffworking
inpublicsector undertakin-
gs—suchasthe Tamil Nadu
Generationand Distribution
Corporation (TANGEDCO),
State Transport Corporati-
ons,and the Civil Supplies
Corporation—as well as
those working in the Milk

Producers’ Cooperative
Federation, willbegranteda
total 0of20%, consisting ofan
8.33%bonusandan11.67%
ex&gratia payment.
Foremployeesand wor-
kersin‘C’and ‘D’ categories
inpublicsectorundertakings
thatlackallocable surplus,a
total of 10 percent—comp-
risingaminimumbonus of
8.33 percentand an ex&gratia
paymentof1.67 percent—
willbe provided. Eligible ‘C’
and ‘D’ categoryemployees
ofthe TamilNadu Housing
Boardand the Chennai Me-
tropolitan Water Supplyand
Sewerage Board will receive
an8.33 percentbonusanda
1.67 percent ex&gratia pa-
yment. Eligible ‘C’and ‘D’
category employees of the
Tamil Nadu Water Supply
and Drainage Board willre-
ceivean 8.33 percentbonus.
Workersemployed onatemp-

-
0rarybas1s atthe Tamil Nadu
Civil Supplies Corporation
will be given an ex&gratia
paymentofRs. 3,000.
Consequently, perman-
entemployeeseligible fora
bonuswill receiveanamount
ranging froma minimum
of Rs. 8,400 to amaximum
0fRs. 16,800. Intotal,asum
0fRs.367.20 crore will be
disbursedasbonusand ex&-
gratiapaymentsto 2,60,497
employees workingin public
sectorundertakingsunderthe
Governmentof Tamil Nadu.
Thishasbeen stated therein.

"Useyourweapons"-Prison DGPissues order: Prisoners
escaping fromjail may beshotandapprehended

CHENNAI:Intheevent
ofanuntowardincident,such
asprisonersescaping from
jail, the Director General of
Prisons (DGP), Sandeep Rai
Rathore, hasauthorized the
use of firearms, depending
onthesituation.

Reportsindicatethatfurth-
ersignificantdirectivesaimed
attighteningsecuritywithin pr-
isonsareexpectedtobeissued.
Theescapeof 17 prisonersfr-
omthe Thenisub&jailduring
thenighthascausedamajor
stirin Tamil Nadu.

Theinmatesclaimedthata
prisonerinthethirdblockwas
sufferingfromaseizure;when
theguardsondutyarrived, the
prisonersattacked them, open-
edthemainentrance,andfled.
Thirteen of the prisonerswho
escaped from the Thenijail
havesincebeenapprehended.
Policeareactivelysearching

fortheremainingescapees. ’"T

Two teams, consistingof 12
armed police officers, are
currentlycombingtheforest
areainpursuitofthefugitives.

Previously, last week,
twoinmates escaped from

the Puzhal Central Prisonin '

Chennai—oneanundertrial

from Nepal and the other /\

aconvicted prisoner. The

Nepaleseinmate managedto
scalea40&foot&highwallby
grippingthewiringofa CC-
TV camerabeforejumping
over. Both weresubsequently
tracked down by the police
and returned to custody.
Therecentseries of prison
escapesacross Tamil Nadu
hasraised serious questions
regardingtheadequacyofex-
istingsecurityarrangements.
Aninvestigationintothecir-
cumstancesoftheseescapes
isunderway, withauthorities

N e
b oo oon AN
examiningwhether the perso-
nnelondutyperformedtheir
dutiescorrectlyand whether
established securityprotocols
werestrictlyfollowed.
Theescape of prisoners,
despitetheexistenceofath-
ree&tiersecurity system, has
raised questionsregarding
howthesesecurity measures
areactuallyimplemented.In
light of this, the Prison De-
partmenthasissued orders
toshootandapprehendany
prisonersattemptingto esc-
ape. Followingtheescape of

- :'.gﬁ'

inmates from the Theni
prison, senior officials—
includingthe ChiefSecr-
etary—held consultations
with prisonauthorities. It
hasbeendecidedtoenh-
ance prison security by

inwatchtowerstomonitor
the premises.
Furthermore, inst-
ructions have beenissued
authorizingarmed personnel
toopenfire,asthesituation
warrants, tostopany prisoners
attemptingtoflee.
Addressingtheexisting
shortage of prison staff, it
hasbeenannounced that
additional personnel willbe
recruited tobolster security,
particularlyin central pris-
ons. Anofficial ordertothis
effecthasbeenissued bythe
Director General of Prisons,
SandeepRaiRathore.

{1 stationingarmed guards

Leaders express condolenceson the
passing of Cumbum K. M. Abbas

CHENNAI CumbumK.M.
Abbas, who ledvarious legal
battlestouphold Tamil Nadu’s
rightsregardingthe Mullaperiyar
Damandservedasthepresident
oftheFive&District Farmers’
Association, passed away the
day before yesterday duetoill
health. Political partyleaders

haveexpressedtheircondolences.
DMK President M.K. Stalin
stated: “Thenews ofthepassing
of CumbumK.M. Abbas, who de-
dicated hislifeto securing Tamil
Nadu’srightsover the Mullape-
riyar Dam, isdeeply saddening”
“Heworkedtirelesslyonthegr-
ound—addressingissuessuch

asthelivelihoods
offarmersandthe
protectionofwater
resources—whi-
lemaintaininga
clearideological
vision. I extend
my deepest condolences and
sympathiestohisgrievingfamily

andtothecomradeswho
stoodbyhissideinthese
struggles,” he added.
Additionally, PMKlea-
der Anbumani, AMMK
GeneralSectretary T.T.V.
Dhinakaran,and NTK
Coordinator Seemanhavealso
expressedtheir condolences.

99.32 Lakh Voters Removed in Karnataka
Through Special Intensive Revision

BENGALURU: The
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) oftheelectoral rollin
Karnatakacommencedon
June 30.

Pollingstation agents
visited householdsto dist-
ributeapplicationsforthis
revisionprocess.

Votersfilled outthese for-
ms, leadingto theremoval
ofnames—suchasthose of
deceasedindividualsor pe-
oplewhohadrelocated.
Subsequently, adraft

electoralrollwas published
onAugust17,inwhich 1.08
crorenameshadbeenrem-

oved. periodwas provided
forfiling objectionsand for
addingnewnamestothe
electoralroll. The SIR pr-
ocess, whichspanned 129
days,hasnowconcluded,
andthefinalelectoralroll
wasreleased yesterday.
Accordingtothis,atotal of

99.32lakh nameshavebeen
removed fromtheelectoral
roll.

Thetotalnumber of
votershasdeclined from
5.54croreto4.55crore. This
includes2.29 crore female
votersand2.25 croremale
voters.

Autorickshaw fare hikein Tamil Nadu
Mlnlmum faresetatRs. 50

CHENNAI Thelast o“f “
ficial revision of auto&rick-

% shaw meter fares

‘W in Tamil Naduby
the government

' J tookplacein Au-

58 ! gust2013.

> E Atthattime, the

. minimum fare

" wassetatRs. 25
- forthefirst1.8

kilometers, with
achargeofRs. 12 forevery

subsequentkilometer.
Overthepast13years,the
costsofpetroland CNG,
vehicleinsurance premi-
ums,andspare partshave
increased manifold.
Consequently,aut-
o&rickshawdrivershad
requested the government
toannouncenew fares,
statingthatitwasnolonger

feasibleto operateunder
theoldrates.
Acceptingthisrequest,
agovernmentorderwas
issued yesterday. The mini-
mum farehasnowbeen set
atRs.50,withanadditional
chargeof Rs.25forevery
subsequentkilometer,and
awaiting chargeofRs. 1 per
minute.
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Lack of Basic Amenities at
Madurai Race Course Grounds

MADURAL: Lastyear,
asyntheticathletictrack
andanatural&grassfoot-
ballfield were constructed
attheMaduraiRace Co- |
ursegroundsatacostof &
Z8.5crore. However, the &
grasswas planted so po-
orlythatithasnotgrown
uniformly,leavingbald
patchesthroughoutthefield.

Athletes often stumble
andfall whentransitioning
from grassy areas to bare
patches while running. Al-
thoughafacilityfor persons
with disabilities wasbuiltat
acostof¥1 crore, thelackof
properaccessroads makesit
impossibleforthemtoreachit

LS

mdependently S1m11ar1y, the

pathtotheadjacentintern-
ationalhockeystadiumisso
muddythatitisimpassable. The
areasurroundingthehockey
stadium—accessibleviathe
kabaddi, tennis,and indoor
sportscomplexes—haseffecti-
velyturnedintoa “mudisland.”
The Sports Development Au-
thority of TamilNadu (SDAT)

m collects prescribed
feesfortheuseofth-
esesports facilities;
-+ yet,athletesareleft
tostruggleduetothe
completeabsenceof
properroads.Evena
lightspell of rain for-
cesthe cancellation
oftrainingsessions.

Furthermore, thereisa
lack ofadequate drinking
water and restroom facili-
ties. District officials, who
seem primarilyfocused on
collecting fees, must cond-
uctathoroughinspection of
thegroundsandensurethat
essentialbasicamenitiesare
provided.

Businessman loses Rs. 20 lakh while
stoppmgfora Rs. 20 kachori

]AIPUR In Ialpur, Raja-
sthan,abusinessmannamed
Sambhalalstoppedhisscooter
the eveningbeforelastto eat
akachori, which costRs.20.

Hehadleftabagcont-
aining Rs. 20lakhin cash
onthefrontofhisscooter
whilehe enjoyedhissnack.
Atthatmoment, two indi-

kachoriwhen two people
onanotherscooter pullup
besidehim. The personrid-
ingpillion quickly snatches
thebagcontainingthe cash
andspeedsaway. Shocked,
Sambhalal—stillholdingthe

- kachoriinhishand—ranafter

vidualsarrived onanother
scooter, stole the bag cont-
ainingthe money, and fled.
Theincident was captured
bysurveillance camerasin-
stalledinthearea, and the
footage hassince goneviral
onsocialmedia.

It shows Sambhalal sit-
tingon hisscootereatinga

thethievesinanattemptto

- catchthem. However,hewas
| unableto catchthethieves.

Thepoliceare currently ex-
aminingfootage fromsurve-
illance camerasintheareato
identifythetwoindividuals,
who were wearing helmets.
Based onacomplaint filed
by Sambal, the Nahargarh
policestation hasregistered
acaseandisconductingan
investigation.
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Akhilesh Yadav alleges “massive fraud” in UPMLC polls,
vows to defeat BJPin2027 Assembly elections

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi
Party(SP)chiefAkhilesh Yad-
avon Wednesday accusedthe

sunktothelowestdepths. After
suchmassivefraud, thepublic
hasrealisedthatthe BIPhas, in

BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP) fact, losteveryseat,”hewrote.

of resortingtoallegedelectoral
malpracticetowin the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Council
(MLC)elections, claimingthat
theallegedirregularitiesinthe
countingprocesshadexposeda
conspiracytodefeat SPcandid-
ateSanjayan Tripathi.

InapostsharedonX, Yadav
alleged that BJP leaders, their
associates and officials had
colludedto manipulatethe co-
untingprocess. Heclaimedthat
theallegedtreatmentof Tripathi
had angeredteachersand his
community, and vowed that
theparty wouldstand against
whathedescribed as injustice
andharassment.

“Thecorrupt BJPleaders,
their conspiratorial associates
and complicit officials have
stooped to everypossiblelow
towinthe MLCelections. The
conspiracytodefeat Dr.Sanja-
yan Tripathihas beenexposed
beforeeveryone. Thereasonfor
defeating Dr. Sanjayan Tripathi
throughvotee-countingirregu-
laritiesisnot merely thatheisan
SPcandidate; themainreason
behinditis “Haatanahibhaata”
(heisnotacceptabletothem).In
mattersofpolitics, the BJPhas

“BJPleaderswinnot through
votes, but through foulmeans,”
Yadavadded. “The way Dr.
Sanjayan Tripathihas beenha-
rassedis beingwitnessed by his
entirecommunity. Neither his
communitynoranyteacherin
thestatewillforget Dr. Tripathi’s
tears,”theSP chiefsaid, alleging
thatteachershadreceivednot-
hingbuthumiliation fromthe
BJPgovernment. Yadav also
targetedthe BJPover thealleged
treatment ofteachers, claiming
thattheparty’sactions would
influencethe 2027 Uttar Pradesh
Assemblyelections. “Everytea-
cherwillalwaysremember the
despicable conspiracytomake
teachersdo theunwantedtask of
collectingfodder, andwillfulfil
their ‘gururesolve”by defeating
the BJPinthe 2027 Assembly
elections,”hewrote.

“The BJPs “400BC” (apun
oncharsaubeesi, meaningfraud
ordeceit) willnotwork across
all403 seats,” Yadav further
said. Reiteratinghissupportfor
Tripathi, the SP chiefsaid, “We
standwith Dr. Sanjayan Trip-
athiand againsteveryinjustice
andactofharassmentinflicted
upon himandhis community.

Westandunited against the BJP
andwillcontinuetodoso.” The
remarks cameamidallegations
ofirregularities duringcounting
forthe Gorakhpurd-Faizabad
Division Teachers constituency.
SPcandidateSanjayan Tripat-
hiandindependent candidate
Rajeev Yadav boycotted the
counting process, accusing
administrativeofficialsandthe
election observer offavouring
the BJP candidate.
Speakingto ANI, Tripathi
alleged that the countingtrend
changed abruptly after thefirst
threerounds, when indepen-
dent candidate Rajeev Yadav
wasleadingby approximately
450votes. “Wehaveboycotted
the voteé~counting process.
Everything was proceeding
smoothlyforthefirst threero-
undsofcounting independent
candidate Rajiv Yadav was
leading by approximately 450
votes. Suddenly, the counting
began toshiftentirelyinfavour
ofthe BJP candidate; the trend
changed abruptly, makingit
appearasthough the outcome
hadbeenpredetermined. Con-
sequently, wedecidedtoboycott
theprocess,” Tripathisaid. He
alsoalleged policemisconduct
and claimedthat theauthorities
weredeterminedtoensurethe
rulingparty’scandidate won.

Earlieron Tuesday, Yadavhad
urged ChiefElection Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumarto take
immediate cognisance of the
allegedirregularitiesandensure
transparencyinthe counting
process. Hehad alleged delays
inannouncingroundeéwise
resultsandwarnedthat the SP
wouldlaunchamovement and
fileacaseagainstthe Election
Commissionifofficialsattem-
ptedanyfoulplay.

Similar allegations were
raised by SP candidate Danish
Akhtarovertheresultsinthe
Bareillye»Moradabad Teachers’
constituency. Akhtarallegedir-
regularitiesin theelectoralrolls
andvotingprocess, claimingthat
30per centofthenamesonthe
electoralrollwerefraudulent.
Hefurther allegedthat the El-
ection Commission hadfailed
toactdespitereceivingevidence
andrepeatedrepresentations.
Meanwhile, in Lucknow, Ram
Singh Rana, an SP agent for
party candidate KantiSingh
on Wednesday claimedthat the
partywasmaintainingitslead
inthecountingandalleged that
BJP candidate Avnish Singh
hadrepeatedly attempted to
disrupttheprocess.

“We have been steadily
increasingourleadsince yest-
erday, andit continuestogrow.

Theopposition candidatefrom
the BJPmadeseveral attempts
tomisusepower, butthe Sama-
jwadiyouthdidnotbowdown;
theystoodfirmandremained
unafraidereéevenwhenthere
werelathié~charges duringthe
night, and chairsweresmash-
ed,”Ranasaid. Heallegedthat
theoppositionhadtriedto halt
thecountingprocessfouror five
timesandthatSPworkershad
facedharassment throughout
thenight. “Theoppositiontried
tohalt the process four or five
times, butno onegaveinor felt
intimidated. Wehhavemaint-
ained ourmomentumandare
movingtowardvictory. Wefaced
harassment allnight long. The
opposition candidate, Avnish
Singh, triedto stop theprocess
fivetimes, butwedidnot back
down,” Ranasaid. Providingthe
votefiguresafter fourroundsof
counting, Ranasaidthat Kanti
Singhhadsecured25,382votes
against 17,797 votesforthe BJP
candidate. “As the counting
forthefifthround begins, the
marginissignificant, and we
are continuingto pull further
ahead,” he added. Polling for
fiveGraduates constituencies
andsix Teachers constituencies
in Uttar Pradesh concluded on
October23, whilecountingtook
placeonOctober27.

Dronacharya’s Ashramin Uttarakhand
ASI Excavates Traces of the Mahabharata

NEW DELHLI: For seve-
ralyears, the Archaeological
SurveyofIndia (ASI),under
the central government, has
been engaged in effortsto
uncover evidencerelated to
India’sancienthistoryand
the Mahabharata.

To thisend, the ASThas
conducted numerous ar-
chaeological excavations.
Dronacharyawasthe guru
(teacher) ofthe Pandavasin
the Mahabharata.

Excavations have now
resumed in Uttarakhand
tounravel the mystery su-
rroundinghisashram. The
workistakingplaceacross
anareaof approximately 90
acresin Dronasagar,located
intheKashipurdistrict. Itis
expected that these efforts
willhelpbringtolightIndia’s
hiddenhistoryand provide
historicalinsightsintotheera
ofthe Mahabharata,aswellas
theperiodsofthe Shungaand
Kushandynasties. Aspartof
the ongoingexcavations, a
sitehasbeen discoveredin

This is the reason forthe foaminrivers—Minister
Rajeev offersaratherunusualexplanatlon'

TIRUPUR: Minister Raje-
evinspectedtheeffluenttrea-
tmentfacilities for dye&waste
wateratthe Common Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP) in
Kasipalayam, Tiruppur.

Speakingto reporters
afterward, heexplained the
causebehind the formation
offoaminrivers—astatement
thathassince sparked consi-
derabledebate. Minister for
Environmentand Climate
Change, Rajeev, suggested that
the presence of soap, shamp-

aquatic vegetation,and the

28 ¢+ birdsthatdependonthem,

oo, and sewageis the pr1mary
reason for thefoaming.
Hestated, “Foamis gen-
erated when sewage, soap, or
shampoo&based substances
arepresent. Naturally, when
water falls from a height, it
createsfoam.” Rivers, which
wereonce reliablesources of
cleandrinking water,arenow
losing theirvitality.
Theaccumulation of fo-
am, inparticular,hasseverely
impacted theentireriverine
ecosystem—affectingfish,

creatingacascading negati-
veeffect. Itisawell&known
factthatthewastedischarged
from dye unitsand various
industriesistherootcause
ofthispollution.

However, environment-
alistsfind the claim thatsoap
and shampooaretoblameto
beunacceptable. Commen-
tingon this, Sundaran ofthe
environmental organization
‘Poovulagin Nanbargal’ (Fri-
endsoftheEarth) remarked,
“Itisfortunate the Minister
didn’tgoasfarastosaythat
thefood peopleeatturnsinto
foamintherivers,and theref-
ore,peopleshouldstop eating
rice!” “Evenafterithasbeen
proventimeandagain that
thisfoamis caused by waste
discharged from dye works

andvariousotherpolluting
industries, whyisthe Minister
shiftingtheblameontothepu-
blic—and whomishetrying
toprotect?”theyhaveasked.
Tiruppurishometoalarge
number of dyeworks.

Waste discharged from
these unitsissupposedto
betreated; however, mostof
them failto doso. Consequ-
ently,dye&laden waste ends
upintheriver.

Whenindustrial effluents
alsomixin, theriverbegins
tofrothand foam. Boththe
owners of these dye works
andthelocalresidentsarewell
aware of thisreality.

Giventhis, the Minister’s
claimthatthefoamiscaused
bysoapsand shampooshas
drawn sharp criticism, with
manyfindinghis statement
laughable.

Dronasagar containingevi-
denceofacivilization dating
backapproximately 2,000
years. Itisbelieved that this
mightbeassociated with the
Mahabharataand theashram
of GuruDronacharya.
Regarding this, Dr. Mo-
han ChandraJoshi, the Arc-
haeological Surveyof India’s
(ASI) Superintending Arch-
aeologist (in&charge) for the
Dehradun Circle—whois
overseeingtheresearch—s-

tated, “Excavations werefirst 58

conductedat Dronasagarin %
1965, during which several .

iy

structureswere discovered.

Subsequentexcavationsin
1970-71yielded further
informationaboutthesite.

Remains of pottery known
as ‘Painted Grey Ware’ have
beenfoundhere.

holarsassociate the site with

o
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Mamallapuram:Atwo-day orientation and leadership training camp for 30 MLAs has commenced at the
IdealBeach ResortinMamallapuram. The trainingwas inaugurated by SpeakerJ.C.D. Prabhakar, Minister
for Rural Developmentand Water Resources Anand, Ministerfor Public Works and Sports Development
AdhavArjuna, and Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Secretary Shanthi,amongothers.

Train services in Chennai disrupted for
overtwoand a half hours duetoan

electrlcal fault passengers face hardship

CHENNALI: Train se-
rvices were disrupted for
more than two and a half
hoursfollowingan electrical
faultin the overheadlines
between Washermanpetand
Royapuram, causingsignifi-

canthardship to passengers.
The section between Wash-
ermanpetand Royapuram
servesasavitallink for trains
operatingalong the Chenn-
aiBeach-Arakkonamand
ChennaiBeach-Gummid-

ipoondiroutes.

At5:15 AMtoday, an
electrical faultoccurredin
the overheadlines on this
stretch. Consequently,

both electric suburban
trainsand expresstrains were
- broughttoahaltatvarious

1 locations.

Railway officials and
staffrushed to thessite to ca-
rryoutrepairs. Meanwhile,
servicesfortrainsdeparting
from ChennaiBeach towards
Arakkonamand Gummidi-
poondiweresuspended,and
trainsarrivingin Chennai
Beach fromthe Arakkonam

and Gummidipoondi di-
rections were also halted.
This caused severeinconveni-
encetocommuters, including
office&goersand students
headingtoschoolsand colle-
gesfromthesuburbanareas.
Aftertwoandahalfhoursof
intensiverepair work, railw-
ay staffsuccessfullyfixed the
faultin the overheadlines.
Trainservicesresumed no-
rmal operationsstartingat
7:45 AM.

Nevertheless, thedisrup-
tion, whichbeganearlyinthe
morning, caused considerable
distressto the passengers.
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