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Governmentschemesshould deliver
enefitstothe people:PM Modi

CHENNAL: Do youknow
howmuchthesalary of Cen-
tral Governmentemployees
willincrease following the 3%
hikein Dearness Allowance
(DA)? Let’sexamine whether
thismove—which will benefit
4.854 million (48.541akh)
employees—istrulya ‘Diwali
gift’ for government staff.
A3%increaseintheDear-
ness Allowance for Central
Government employees
hasbeenannounced. This
isanaddition to the existing
60% (DA/DR) currently
applied to basic pay and
pensions. The Dearness
Allowance and Dearness
Relief (DR) are effective
retrospectivelyfrom July 1st.

DearnessAllowancefor Central Governmentemployeesincreasedby 3%

The Union Cabinet, led
by Prime Minister Modi,
approved thisdecision yes-
terday.

The Cabinet has sanc-
tioned anadditional install-
mentofDearness Allowance
foremployeesand Dearness
Relieffor pensioners. This
hikeisintended to offset
theimpactofrrisingprices
(inflation). Itisestimated that
thisincreasewill resultinan
additional annual expendi-
ture of Rs 10,016.10 crore for
the Central Government.In
total, 4.854 million (48.54

lakh) Central Government
employeesand 6.871 million
(68.711akh) pensioners will
benefitfrom this measure.
The Central Government
has stated thatthisincrease
isinline with therecom-
mendations of the 7th
Central Pay Commission.
Dearness Allowanceis calcu-
latedbased onanemployee’s
basicsalary. Wewill takea
detailedlookat the additional
monthlyamountanemployee
willreceive—based on their
basicsalary—following this
3% hike,as well as the new

total Dearness Allowance
amount. Please note that these
figuresare estimates. Foran
employee withabasicsalary
ofapproximately325,000,a
3%increaseinthe Dearness
Allowance (DA) will result
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Mmlsters must actin accordance W|th the
needs of the people: CMVijay's directive

CHENNAL: A cabinet
meetingwasheldtodayatthe
Secretariatin Chennai, chai-
red by Chief Minister Vijay.

Accordingtoreports, the
meetingincludeddiscussions
onseveral key matters, such
as granting approvals for
newindustrial venturesin
Tamil Naduand the expan-
sion of existing enterprises.

Furthermore, theagendacov-
eredvarioustopics,including
the promotionofbatteryenergy
storage systems—acrucial step
giventhesignificantissue of
poweroutages—aswellasthe
implementation of governm-
entschemes, the fulfillment
ofelection promises,and the
settingof department&spec-
ifictargets. Discussionsalso

touched upon thelawand
ordersituation, theissuance
oflandtitle deeds (*patta*)
totheunderprivileged by
theRevenue Department,
andasocial justice survey.
Inthiscontext, ChiefMinister
Vijayissued threekeydirectives
duringthe cabinet meeting.

Heemphasized that mi-
nisters must prioritize the

actualneedsofthepublicand
ensurethatalltheiractionsare
guidedbyanunderstanding
ofwhatthepeoplerequire. He
specificallyinstructed that
prioritybegiventoaddressing
thefundamentalneedsofthe
citizens, suchasresolvingiss-
uesrelated todrinking water
supplyandimproving road
infrastructure.

Special meeting of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation

Invitation extended to Pakistan

creationofaforumdedicated
to cultureand civilizational
heritage—aproposal thatthe
organization subsequently
approved.

NEW DELHI: The Central
Governmenthasextended
invitations to 10 member
nations ofthe ShanghaiCo-
operation Organization (SC-
O)—includingPakistan,
whichcurrentlyholdsthe
organizationschairma-
nship—toparticipatein
theinauguralseminaron
civilizational heritage.
The Shanghai Cooperat-
ion Organization, which
comprises 10 member
statesincluding India,
China,and Russia, works
toward fosteringregional
harmonyandenhancingco-
operationamongitsmember
nations.

Duringthe SCOleaders’
summitheldin Tianjin, Ch-
ina,in 2025, Prime Minister
NarendraModiproposedthe

Pakistanhasheld the ch-
airmanship ofthe SCOsince
September 1. Inthiscontext,a
three&dayseminar on civili-
zational heritageisscheduled
totake placefrom November
20to22atthe 16th&century

Purana Qila (Old Fort) in
Delhi. Representatives from
over25countriesareexpected
toattend,and Prime Minister
Modiwillinauguratetheevent.

The forum will focus on di-
scussionsregarding civili-
zational linkages, cultural
relations, and collaborative
effortsconcerningtraditional
knowledge systemsamong
themembernations.

Theeventisbeingorga-
nizedbythe Union Ministry
of Culture in coordination
withthe Ministry of External
Affairs. Invitationshavebe-

. enextendedtothe
Culture Ministers of
all10SCOmember
states.

Theseinclude
ministersfrom Ru-
ssia, China, the Un-
ited Arab Emirates,
Iran,and Belarus,
aswellas Pakistan’s
Minister for Cultu-
re, AurangzebKhan
Khichi. Mostrecently,in2023,
thethen&Foreign Minister
of Pakistan, Bilawal Bhutto,
participatedin the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Foreign Ministers’
meetingheldin Goa.

inanadditional X750 per
month. Previously,ata60%
DA rate,theamountreceived
was¥15,000; with thenew
63% rate, thiswillbecome
¥15,750. Consequently, the
totalamount—comprising
the basic salary and the
Dearness Allowance—will
rise from 340,000 to T40,750.
Forthose earningasalary
ofaround 350,000 (with a
correspondingbasicsalary),
a3%increase will providean
additional monthlyincome of
%1,500. The Dearness Allow-
ance, which was previously

330,000 (at 60%), will now
increaseto331,500 (at63%).
Asaresult, the combined
total of thebasicsalaryand
the Dearness Allowance
willincrease from 380,000
to¥81,500 per month. For
employeesearningasalary of
375,000, the 3% DA hike will
lead toanadditional 32,250
per month. The Dearness
Allowance, which stood at
345,000 (at 60%), will now
riseto 347,250 (at63%),
bringing the total (basic
salaryplus DA)t0%1,22,250,
up from<1,20,000. For those

earningamonthlysalary of
21,00,000, this 3% increase
inthe Dearness Allowance
willresultin an additional
23,000 per month. With the
Dearness Allowance (DA)
increasing from 60% to 63%,
theamount—previously
360,000—willnowbecome
363,000. Consequently, the
combined total of the basic
salary and the Dearness
Allowance will rise from
%1,60,000t0%1,63,000. It
shouldbenoted that thisdoes
notrepresent the employee’s
totalgrosssalary;itisanap-

proximate calculationbased
solelyonthebasicsalaryand
the Dearness Allowance.
Other allowances—such
as House Rent Allowance
(HRA)and travel allowanc-
es—aswellasdeductionslike
Provident Fund (PF) and
taxes, will vary depending
on the employee’s specific
positionand place of work.
Sincethis DA hikeiseffective
retrospectively from July,
thearrears for four months
willbe disbursed along with
the November salary. Fur-
thermore, as this coincides
with thereceiptofaDiwali
bonus, the government’s
decisionisbeingviewedas
aDiwali gift.

US Mayors Awestruck by India’s
Ancient Heritage, Hospitality

WASHINGTON: Adele-
gation of mayorsfrom Was-
hington State, USA, recently
concludedacaptivatingvisit
toIndia, expressing profound
appreciation forthe nation’s
richhistory, diverseculture,
andinherenthospitality.

Theirjourney, spanning
NewDelhi, Bhubaneswar,and
Mumbaifrom October 11 to
18,aimed to forge stronger
tiesand foster meaningful
exchanges.

Washington State Sena-
tor Tina Orwall, partofthe
delegation, described thetrip
asa‘lifetimeexperience’ She
highlighted Indiasthousands
ofyearsofinnovationandte-
chnologicaladvancements,
allrootedinacorephilosophy
of compassion and helping
humanity. “Italwaysreally co-

mingto the coreofhelpingthe
peopleofIndiaand theworld,
anditcomesfromaplaceof
compassion,” Orwallstated,
echoingsentimentsshared by
theIndian consulatein Seattle.
KentMayor DanaRalph
wasparticularlystruckbythe
coexistenceofancient traditi-

onsandmodernprogress. She
marvelledatIndiashistorical
inventionsandthevibrantcu-
lturaltapestry, fromvillages
preservingunwrittenlanguages
tocutting&edgetechnological
hubs. Tukwila Mayor Thomas
McLeod admitted toanewf-
oundappreciation for India,

statinghe nowseestheworld
‘through Indian glasses’ after
experiencingthe Akshardham
Templeand witnessing India’s
contributionstohumanity.
Issaquah Mayor Mark
Mulletnoted the significant
Indian&bornpopulationinhis
city,makingthemthelargest
foreign&borngroup. Hewas
deeplymovedbythewarmth
and welcomingnatureofthe
peoplehemet. Mukilteo Mayor
Joseph Marineand DuPont
Mayor Ronald]. Fredrickalso
emphasized India’sancient
civilization, contrastingitwith
therelativelyyoungtownsin
the US. Thisvisitunderscores
ample opportunities forboth
countriestostrengthen peo-
ple&to&people connections,
business partnerships,and
overallbilateral relations.

Pope Leo XIV:‘Only Peaceis Holy’, Urges
Dialogue Amid Rising Global Tensions

ROME: PopeLeoXIV has
firmlydeclaredthat “thereisno
suchthingasaholywar:only
peaceisholy; urging global
leadersand communitiesto
prioritizerebuilding peace
over preparing for further
conflicts.

His message comesas
renewed tensions castash-
adow over West Asiaand
EasternEurope.Speakingat
the ‘Unarmedand Disarming
Peace’international meeting,
the Pontiffemphasized, “We
mustrebuild peaceeverywhe-

§ re,notprepare
formorewars.
P Warcannever
14 bewagedinthe
4 name of God.
Forusbeliev-
ers, ‘tofightin
the name of
 religion me-
)| ansattacking
¥ religionitself.”
. ThePope
‘ recalled the
World Day of
Prayer for Peace, initiated
by SaintJohn PaulITin 1986,
whichhighlighted the deep
connectionbetween genuine
religious faithandastrong
commitmentto peace. This
reminderisparticularlypo-
ignantasgeopolitical unce-
rtainties persist.

Amidst these calls for
peace, reportssuggeston-
going military maneuvers.
Despiteareported ceasefire
between Russiaand Ukraine
takingeffect, fresh Ukrainian

dronestrikeswerereported
near Moscow.

Similarly, speculationsu-
rrounds potential USstrikes
onlIran,with US Secretary of
War Pete Hegseth reporte-
dly making changes within
the Pentagon’stop planning
officers. Lieutenant General
Brett Sylvia,akeyfigurein US
international strategy, has
reportedlylefthisposition.

PopeLeoXIV stressedthe

power of prayerasahumble
strength forbelieversanda
schoolofdialogue.
“Theworld needs dialo-
gue,” hestated, encouraging
religiousleadersto fostera
climate of understanding,
allowing the “language of
arrogance” toyield to “the
language of peace, negotiat-
ionandunderstanding,” thus
guidinghumanityawayfrom
cyclesofviolence.

Incelebration of Halloween, the world-renowned
‘Pairi Daiza’ wildlife parkin Belgium hosted aunique
treatforits animals: theirfavorite food was hiddeninside
pumpkins. The animalsthoroughly enjoyedthis special
offering, tuckinginto the treats with greatenthusiasm.
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Jocay horoscope Thevar Guru Puja Commemorations Beginin

Ego-relatedissues willberesolved, fostering
0 1 greater harmonybetween spouses. Youwillbeable
torecover money lentto others. Vehicle repairs
willbe completed. You will make newacquain-
tances. Business will be brisk. Itisadvisable to
avoidargumentsat the workplace.

Disagreements may arise among family/ (.
members; try tobeaccommodating toward
oneanother. Youmay attemptto sell ancestral
property, suchasahouse,aplotofland, oragri-
culturalland. Avoid making new investments
inyourbusiness. Youmight experience tension
attheworkplace.

w5 Youmay exchange old gold or other items for new
| ones. Youwill benefitthrough your spouse’s
siblings. Atthe workplace, refrain from
interferingin matters thatdo not concernyou.
Inbusiness, your stock will sell well. Money that
youhad given up on receiving will finallyarrive.

Auspiciousevents will be organized within the family.
Anyunderlying friction between spouses will
dissipate. You will make significant decisions
regarding the future. Money that was due to
youwill come into your hands. You willunder
take business-related travel. There willbe
advancementin your professional career.

Meeting certain prominentindividuals may

" bringabout changesinyourlife. Yourinterestin

spirituality will grow. Inbusiness, your employees
willbehelpful. Atthe workplace,avoid complain-
ingtothemanagementaboutothers.

Tasks that could notbe completed as
planned will be finished today. Any under-
lying tension with your father will dissipate.
Inbusiness, youwillattract customers by
employing new strategies and successfully
clearyourstock. Atthe office, you will receive
support from your superiors.

Youwilllisten to the wishes of your family membersand
fulfillthem. Buyingor sellingahouse orland will
proveprofitable. Students will find their focus
shifting back to their studies. Youwill see
progressin bothyourbusinessand your career.

r-tf"t ‘fm.\ff

Youmayfacealotofrunningaround to complete the tasks
youhave planned. Misunderstandings could aris
withrelatives or friends; itisbesttoavoid
arguments. Inbusiness, youcanexpect
amoderatelevel of profit. Theimportant
documentyouwerelooking forin the officewill turn up.

Your children willact responsibly. Expensive items will
arriveatyour home. Confusion will dissipate, giving way to
self-confidence. Youmaysell ancestralhomes or

hﬁ g\ 4 plotsofland. Yourstandingat the workplace will
% | improve. Inbusiness, customers will seek you out.

Relativesandkin willvisityouathome. Youwillachieve
successinlegal matters concerningancestralpro (¢ 7
perty. Adatewillbesetforapreviously delayed '@
wedding. Youwill fulfill vows made to your family
deity. Outstanding paymentsinbusiness willbe
recovered. Your professional career will flourish.

Youwill gain benefits through influential
| people. Youwillimpress those around you with
your tactfulspeech. Thehealth of yourspouseand
childrenwillimprove. Youmayberecommended
foranew positionatyour workplace. You will
expandyourbusinessandreceive supportfrom
your partners.

Withanincreaseinincome, youwill replace
old household items. Differences of opinion
betweenyouand your spouse willberesolved.
Youwillemploy new strategiesinbusiness.

Munir Hoda, formerIASofﬂcerand
the first Managing Director of

‘ChennaiMetro’, passes away

CHENNALI: Former
IAS officerand the first
Managing Director of
ChennaiMetro Rail Li-
mited, Munir Hoda, has
passed away. Hewas 76.
BorninJamshedpur,
Jharkhand, Munir Hoda
completed his MBA at
Banaras Hindu Univers-
ityandjoined the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)in 1976.

Heheld variouskey positions within the Government
of Tamil Nadu. For over four years,he had been sufferi-
ng from Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).
Hehadbeenundergoing continuous treatment for the
conditionand passed away yesterdayata private hospi-
talin Chennai.

Heissurvived by his wife, Parveen, hisson, Sameer,
and his daughter, Tabassum. DMK leader M.K. Stalin
visited Munir Hoda’s residence in Chennai to pay hisre-
spectsand offer condolences to thebereaved family. Ina
condolence messageissued regarding this, Stalin stated:
Heservedinthe governmentforalongtime, holding
various key positions, including Home Secretary of
Tamil Nadu, Controller of Examinationsatthe TNPSC,
and State Election Commissioner.

Healso servedasthe Principal Secretary to Karunani-
dhi. His contribution as the first Managing Director of
Chennai Metro Rail Limited wasimmense. He posses-
sed manyyearsof experiencein thefield of administr-
ation.
Iexpress my deepest condolencesand sympathiestohis
grieving family, relatives, friends,and all those affected
byhis passing. This was stated by Stalin. Munir Hoda.

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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Pasumpon, Vlce Pre31dent to Visit Tomorrow

RAMANATHAPURAM
The Guru Pujacommemor-
ations for Muthuramalinga
Thevarhavecommencedin
Pasumpon with *Yagasalai*
rituals. Tomorrow, the Vice
President of India, along
with other prominentlea-
ders, is expected to partici-
pateand pay floral tributes.
InPasumpon,located near
Kamuthiin the Ramanathap-
uramdistrict, the 119th birth
anniversaryand 64th*Guru
Puja* (deathanniversary) of
Muthuramalinga Thevarare
traditionally observed from
October28thto 30th.

“ neral Secretary Edappadi

Thisyear, the spiritual
segmentofthe commemor-
ationsbegan yesterday with
*Yagasalai* rituals. Today
(October29th) marksthe
political segmentoftheevent,
while tomorrow (October
30th)—the*GuruPuja* day
itself—willbe observedasan
official state&level comme-
moration.

OnOctober 30, the ‘Gu-
ruPuja’ (commemoration
ceremony) will take place,
with Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan, Tamil Nadu
state ministers, DMKleader
M.K.Stalin, ATADMK Ge-

K. Palaniswami, AMMK
General Secretary T.T. V.
Dhinakaran, andleaders
from various political pa-

% rties—including the BJP,

Congress, MDMK, DMDK,
Naam Tamilar Katchi, and

| PMK—alongwith commu-

nityleadersand thousands
of members of the public,
expected to participateand
paytheirrespects. The pro-
ceedings, organized by the
managementofthe Thevar
Memorial,beganyesterday
at7:00 AM with spiritual
rituals, including ‘manga-
laisai’ (auspicious music),
‘Ganapathi Homam), the
chanting of Vedic mantras
by Shivacharyars,and ‘La-
ksharchana’
Theeventwasattended by
thememorial'sadministrator,
GandhiMeenal Natarajan,
along with other manage-
ment officials—Thangavel
and Palani—and members

ofthepublic.
The day’s schedulein-
cluded the distribution of
‘prasadam’at 11:00 AM and
a“Thiru Vilakku Puja’ (lamp
worship ceremony) at 6:00 PM.
Under the supervision of
Southern Zone Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Vi-
jayendraBidari, more than
10,000 policepersonnel have
been deployed acrossthe
Ramanathapuram district
toensuresecurity.
Yesterday, in Pasum-
pon, Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
for Lawand Order, Anbu,
inspected thesecurityarran-
gements. Ramanathapuram
District Superintendent of
Police G. Sandheesh and
other officials were prese-
ntduringtheinspection.
Fortheevent, political parties
andvarioussocial organiza-
tionsaresetting up stalls to
providefood (annadhanam)
tothepublic.

Best Performance in the Southern Region

First Prize for the Tamil Nadu
Government’s ' TAMCO'

CHENNALI: The Tamil
Nadu Minorities Economic
Development Corporation
(TAMCO),an organization
under the Government of
Tamil Nadu, hasbeen aw-
arded the first prize forits
outstanding performance
inthesouthernregion.

Minister for Minorities
Welfare, Shahjahan, has
extended his congratulat-

ionsonthisachievement.
TAMCO operates with the
objective ofimproving the
economic status of mino-
rity communitiesresiding
in Tamil Nadu, including
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Parsis,and Jains.
The corporation provides
low&interestloansto sup-
portself&employmentand
income&generatingactivities
forindividuals from these
minority communities.
Areviewmeeting for st-
ateagenciesinthesouthern

region—whichactasinter-
mediaries for the National
Minorities Development
and Finance Corporation
(NMDFC)—washeld on
the 9th ofthismonthin Vij-
ayawada, Andhra Pradesh.
Atthismeeting, the Tamil
Nadugovernment’s TAM-
CO’washonored with the
firstprize, receivingbotha
certificate of appreciation
andashield foritsexemplary
performanceinthesouthern
region forthe2025&26 fin-
ancial year.

The Chairmanand Mana-
ging Director of the National
Minorities Developmentand
Finance Corporation prese-
nted thisaward to the Man-
aging Director of the Tamil
NaduMinorities Economic
Development Corporation.
Minister for Minorities We-
Ifare, Shahjahan, hasexten-
ded his congratulations to
the Tamil Nadu Minorities
Economic Development
Corporation (TAMCO) for
achievingthefirst prizeat
thesouthernregionallevel.

80 Pakistani military personnel killed in
Operatlon Almas Baloch Liberation Front

ISLAMABAD The Bal—
och Liberation Front (BLF)
hasclaimed thatmorethan80
personnel from the Pakista-
nimilitaryandintelligence
agencies wereKkilled during
‘Operation Almas, carried

8K ¥ histan province—stated that

., over 80 Pakistanisoldiersand
- intelligence operatives were
] killedintheoperation,dubbed
< ‘Operation Almas, inandar-

=4 ound Gwadar. Theoperation

out in Gwadaranditssurro-
undingareas.

Regarding this, Major
Guhram,aspokesperson for
theBaloch Liberation Fron-
t—aseparatistorganization
operatingin Pakistan’s Baloc-

Attackswerelaunched
targeting Pakistanimilitary

; camps, intelligence offices,

and security checkpoints.
Duringtheseoperations, 12
armoredvehiclesandtrucks
transporting supplies were
destroyed. Twosurveillance
droneswereshotdown,and
twopolicestationswereseized.

Ourforceslaunchedattacks
onthemaincamp ofthe Fro-
ntier Works Organizationin
Gwadar,aswellasonmilitary
positionsin the Gabd and
Rimdanareas.

Duringthis operation,
themainmilitary camp rem-
ained under our control for
over20hours. Thestatement
furthernoted thatattackson
Pakistanimilitarycampsand
economicprojectswill conti-
nue. However, thenumber of
casualtiesand detailsregar-
dingdamagedvehicleshave
notbeen confirmed.

68 dead in high-speed train collision
in Spain Hundreds hospltallzed

MADRID: 68 peop-
lehavedied followinga
horrificcollision between
twohigh&speed passenger
trainsin Spain. More than
179individualshavebeen
admitted to hospitals; with
somein critical condition,
therearefearsthatthedeath
tollcouldrisefurther.

Inthe province of Tole-
do,locatedin central Spain,
twohigh&speed trains—o-

perated by differententit-
ies,Renfeand Iryo—were
travelingin thesamedir-
ectiononthesametrack
betweentheareasof Urda
and Los Yébenes. The
Renfetrain, whichwas
behind, struck therear of
thelIryotrain—whichhad
stopped atasignal—athi-
ghspeed.Inthisincident,
two carriagesderailedand
slidintoaravine. Prelim-

Workers atthe Banduma| tea estate in Coonoor
aregripped by feardue tothe movementofaleopard.

inaryreportssuggestthat
theaccidentwas caused by
human error—specifical-
ly,afailurebyan employee
workingonthesignaling
systemtoissueanecessary
warning.

Atthetimeoftheincid-
ent, there were 397 passen-
gersontheRenfetrainand
147 passengersonthelrio
train. Sofar,morethan 68
peoplehavelosttheirlives,
andover 179have sustained
injuries.

Many ofthosehospitalize
remainin critical condit-
ion.
Followingtheaccide-
nt, high&speedintercity
railserviceshavebeen
suspended. Expressinghis
condolences, Spanish Pri-
me Minister Pedro Sanchez
stated, “Thetrainaccident
inthe province of Toledo
isshocking.Iextend my
deepestsympathiestothe
families of thosewholost
theirlivesin thistragedy”

[ October 29 EDITORNEW INDIAFLASH 2026\

Childhood Qbesity: ASilent Epidemic
ThreateningIndia’s Future!

- N ™

I ndia is facing a growing public
health crisis that demands immediate
national attention. Childhood obesity,
once considered largely an urban prob1-
em, is increasingly becoming a serious
concern across the country. The rising
number of overweight and obese children
is awarning that cannot be ignored. If
timely actionis not taken, India risks
raisingagenerationvulnerable todi-
abetes, heart disease and other 1ifes-
tyle&related illnesses.

The World Health Organization has
repeatedly highlighted the dangers as-
sociated with childhood obesity. Poor
dietary habits, excessive consumption
of processed foods, sugary beverages,
insufficient physical activity andpr-
olonged screen time are among the major
contributing factors. Rapidurbanisat-
ion and changing 1ifestyles have further
aggravated the situation.

The tragedy is that India now faces
adoubTle burdenof malnutrition. While
milTlions of children continue to suffer
frominadequate nutrition, anincreasing
number are consuming calorie&rich but
nutritionally poor foods. This contra-
diction exposes serious weaknesses in
our food environment and public health
awareness.Schools must become the first
Tine of defence. Physical education sh-
ould be compulsory and meaningful, not
merely a formality. Nutritious meals,
regular sports activities and restri-
ctions on unhealthy food sales around
educational institutions deserve ser-
ious consideration.

Parents, too, have acrucial respon-
sibiTity. Mobile phones and television
screens must not replace playgrounds.
Home&cooked meals, balanced diets, ade-
quate sleep and regular exercise should
become part of every child’s daily ro-
utine. However, responsibility cannot
restwith families alone. The Central and
State Governments must strengthen nut-
rition education, regulatemisleading
food advertisements targeting children
and improve access to affordable, hea-
Tthy food. Regular health assessments
in schools can help identify potential
risks early, without stigmatisingchi-
Tdren because of theirweight.

ChiTdhood obesity is not merely amedi-
cal issue. Itisaneconomic, educational
and national development challenge. An
unhealthy younger generation could place
enormous pressure on India’s healthcare
systemand affect future productivity.

India cannot afford to remainasilent
spectatorwhile preventable health pro-
blems threatenits children. Prevention
must begin today, through coordinated
actioninvolving governments, schools,
healthcare professionals, parents and
communities.

Anation that dreams of becomingagl-
obal superpower must first ensure that
its children growup healthy and strong.

Let playgrounds replace excessive
screen time, nutritious food replace
unhealthy eating habits, and prevention
replace neglect.

Healthy Children Today — A Stronger
IndiaTomorrow!

—EDITORNEWINDIA FLAS@

Amassive fire broke outsuddenly thismorning ata
warehouse selling vehicle spare partsin Pudupet,
Chennai.Asflames engulfed the entire warehouse,
the sky overthe areawas blanketed inthick, black
smoke.
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“Raids to produce ‘Reels’won’t make DMK cadre tremble”:
Former TN CM MK Stalin takes sharp swipe at CM Vijay

CHENNALI: Launching
ascathingattackonthestate
government, former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) president M.K.
Stalin on Thursdayasserted
thatenforcementraidsorc-
hestrated to generatesocial
media “Reels” ahead of the
Tiruchirappalli East by &e-
lection will not make even
the “toenail” ofaDMK cadre
tremble.

InapostonX, Stalinac-
cused the Chief Minister, C
Joseph Vijay, of turning Tamil
Naduintoan unsafe state for
vulnerablesectionsand using
targeted enforcementactions
asapolitical spectacleahead
ofupcomingelectoralbattles.
”The ChiefMinister, whohas
turned TamilNaduintoastate
wherewomen, children,and
theelderlyarenolongersafe,
isnow contemplating whet-
hertoconducta ‘Roadshow’
ora‘Raidshow’ todivertthe
attention of the peopleand
themedia’s BreakingNews,’
Stalinsaid.

Termingtheruling party
a“TNBranch Washing Mac-
hine;”the DMK chiefalleged
thattheadministration was
inducting corruptelements
whileselectivelyharassing
oppositionleaders. “TVK,a
‘TN Branch Washing Machine’
thatisturningall the corrupt
vermininto ‘bargaininghor-
ses’andinductingtheminto
its party, is pursuingaplan
of “Vettri Vendetta Politics’
bytargeting only the former
ministersofthe DMKregime.
Asalways, thiswill fail before
thelawandhangitsheadin
shame before the public!”
hestated.

Linkingthe suddenwave
ofraidstotheupcomingby-
&election, Stalin remarked
thatthemovesweredesigned
merely for theatrical effect
and social media publicity.
“Theseraids, conducted to
produce ‘Reels’ for the Tiru-
chirappalliEastby&election
andtoallowthe ChiefMinister
toscreamonstageinvarious
modulationsunder theguise
of ‘punch dialogues; willnot

‘Hope setsanew record,
crossingRs. 1,500 crorein

global box office col

ections

Directed by NaHong-jin, the film ‘Hope has gar-
nered significantattention by grossing overRs. 1,500

croreworldwide.

Thestoryrevolvesaround a mysterious creature
thatentersavillage, causing destruction, and the efforts
ofthepolice to protect the villagers from this entity.
Packed with fast-paced, gripping sequences, the film
hasbeenwell-received by audiences.

Thefilm, directed byNa Hong-jin, featuresa cast that
includes HwangJung-min, JoIn-sung,

HoYeon, Michael Fassbender, Alicia Vikander,and
Taylor Russell. Ithasbeen reported that the film's global
boxoffice earningshave surpassed Rs. 1,500 crore.
Additionally, themovie was screened atthe Cannes
Film Festival. ‘Hope hasalso gained recognition asone
ofthehighest-grossinginternational filmsreleased in
the United States. Given the positivereception, fansare
now speculatingaboutthe possibility ofasequel.

Negligencein Judge’s Son’s
Car Accident Case

KochiPolice Commissioner Transferred

KOCHI In theearlyhoursof the 24th,aMerced-
es&Benz car struckascooterin Cheranalloor, Kochi,
Kerala. Therider ofthescooter, Jayabalakrishnan (55),

losthislifein theaccident. Itwasrevealed thatthecarin-
volvedbelonged toan Additional Districtand Sessions
Judgein Ernakulam.

Followingthis, a case wasregistered against thejudge
and his 17&year&old son, who was driving the vehicle
atthetimeoftheaccident. Allegations of negligence
bythepoliceinhandlingthe case emerged, and dema-
ndsgrew foraction tobe taken against the responsible
officials.

The casehasgarnered significantattention, particularly
afterthefamily ofthe deceased alleged that the teenage-
rsinfluential father was attempting to weaken the case.
Inlight of these developments, Kochi Police Commiss-
ioner Kaliraj Mahesh Kumarhasbeen transferred from
hispost. Heissucceeded by R. Nishanthinihasbeen
appointed. In connection with thisincident, four police
officers were suspended from duty yesterday.

makeeventhe toenall ofthe
lowermost DMK cadre tre-
mble!” the DMK patriarch
asserted. Stalin furtherhitout
atthegovernmentoverprice
riseand governanceissues,
statingthatthe publicmood
acrossthecountrywasturning
critical oftheadministration.

“The entirenation, not
just Tamil Nadu,ismocking
this TVK government, which
isplaguingthe people with
lawlessness, arusted adm-
inistration,and scorching
price hikes. You thinkyou
cansilencethe DMKtohide
all of this. From now on, we
willexposethetruecolours
oftheTVK governmenteven
fasterandbringitalltolight!”
Stalin concluded. Earlier,
officials of the Directorate

of Vigilance and Anti-
&Corruption (DVAC)
questioned former Tamil
Naduministerand DMK
Principal Secretary KN
Nehruforoveranhourat
his Thillai Nagarresidence
inTiruchirappalli.

- _ The DVACteamincl-

udes Deputy Superinten-
dentofPolice Hema Chithra
andpoliceinspectorsSakthivel
and Prasanna Venkatesh. Off-
icialshavebeenaskingNehru
various questionsas partof
theirinquiry. Meanwhile,
morethan200 DMK cadres
gathered outsideNehru’sre-
sidencewhilethesearchand
questioning continue. The
questioningislinkedtoalle-
gationsofa3634&crorebribe
intherecruitmentofjunior
engineersin the Municipal
Administration Department
duringthe previousgovern-
ment. Theinvestigation foll-
owsinformationreportedly
providedbythe Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

A casewasregisteredby
the DVAC against Nehru

and othersoverallegedirr-
egularitiesinthe Municipal
Administrationand Water
Supply (MAWS) Departm-
ent. Theallegationsrelateto
corruptioninrecruitment,
contractallocationand tra-
nsfersduringNehru’stenure
astheministerin chargeofthe
department. The FIR wasreg-
istered after theMadrasHigh
Courtdirectedthe DVACto
initiateaprobeintoallegati-
onsraisedin connection with
thedepartment. Theagency
named Nehru, hisrelatives
andseveralofficialsinthecase.
DVAC conductedsearchesat
hisresidenceand premises
in Thillai Nagar earlier on
September5also.
TheEDhadearlier shared
detailsoftheallegedirregular-
itieswith thestateauthorities,
following which the matter
cameunder scrutiny. How-
ever,theMadrasHigh Court
later granted aninterim stay
onfurthervigilanceaction
and proceedingsagainstthe
accused, whilelegal procee-
dingsinthematter continue.

Rs10,000 Crore for Container Manufacturing Union

Cabinet Gives Approval

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinethasapprovedapro-
motional scheme for container
manufacturingto createa
world-class ecosystem for
container productioninIndia.
InaCabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Modi, an
outlay of Rs 10,000 crore was
sanctioned for thisscheme,
whichwillbeimplemented up
tothe2039-40financialyear.
Under this scheme, Rs 859
crore will be provided as
aninterestsubsidy,and Rs
8,891 crorewillbeallocated

asoperational cost B==
support. Addition- =5g
ally, the scheme
includes provi-
sions for testing P2
and certification
assistance,aswellassupport
forlandleasing. It will facili-
tatetheestablishmentof new
manufacturing plantsand the
expansion of existing ones.
Theinitiativeaimstoincrease
annual production capacity to
7.5lakh TEUs (Twenty-foot
Equivalent Units).
Theschemeisexpected

togenerate 3,000 directjobs
and over 50,000 indirect
employment opportuni-
ties. Accordingtoan official
government statement, this
initiative—announcedin
the Union Budget for 2026-
27—will pave the way for
transformingIndiaintoa
global hub for container
exports.

Cricket Australiafacesa

Ithasbeenreported that Cricket Au- SSSEEEEas
straliasuffered arevenueloss of approxi- K —

revenueloss of Rs 1 34_ _crgn;e

matelyRs 134 crorebecause the Perthand
Melbourne Test matchesbetween England

and Australia—partofthe2025-26 As- k=g

hesseries—concluded in just two days.
Since these Test matches, which are ty-

pically scheduled for five days, ended | |

prematurely, theboardlost out on ticket |
revenue for theremaining days, as well as
income fromtelevision broadcastingand
advertisements. Specifically,because the
matches concluded so quickly, broadcaste-
rswereunabletoairthe planned number of
advertisements. Furthermore, thesituation

NEW DELHI: Followi-
ng sharp criticism from the
Supreme Court, the Central
Governmenthasreduced the
pricesof cancer drugs by up
t093%.

A casehadbeenfiledin
the Supreme Court highligh-
tingthat cancer drugs, which
aresupplied to retailers for
32,700, werebeingsoldto pat-
ientsatpricestentimeshigher.
Thejudges expressed strong

condemnation regarding th-
ismassivepricegap between
the cost of the drugs and the
amount chargedto patients.
Inresponse, as a measure to
regulatethe prices of cancer
drugs, the Central Govern-
ment decidedto cap thetrade
marginat 30 percent.
Consequently, the Nati-

necessitated the refunding of ticket costs.
The conclusion of Test cricket matchesin
justtwo days can poseasignificantfinanc-
ial challenge for cricket governingbodies.

Prices of Cancer Drugs Reduced by Upto
93% Following Supreme Court Criticism

(MRP)for 543 cancer drugs,
withtheprices of somedrugs
beingreduced by asmuch as
93%. Accordingtotherevised
list, the price of Palbociclib—a
drugusedtotreat certaintypes
of breast cancer—has been re-
ducedfrom340,421t032,720.
Thepriceofthe chemotherapy
drug ‘Thiotepa’has decreased

onal Pharmaceutical Pricing fromapproximately380,072
Authority (NPPA) hasrevised pervialtoZ7,150.

the Maximum Retail Price Theprices of several other
drugsusedinthetreatment
of various cancers—namely
‘Dasatinib’, Lenvatinib’, Abir-
aterone’, and Olaparib’—have
also been significantly reduced.
However, theprice of Keytru-
da’—which containstheactive
ingredient Pembrolizumab’and
isprescribedforover21 typesof
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Great Opportunities for Startups and MSMEs

MADURAI: Through
the Madurai Agri&Business
Incubation Forum (MABIF)
—aninitiative supported by
NABARDandlocatedonthe
premisesofthe Agricultural
Collegein Madurai—400
individuals have successt-
ullylaunched startupsand
MSME (Micro, Small,and
Medium Enterprise) ventures.
Thecenter provides compre-
hensive supportforaspiring
entrepreneurs.

Its ‘Product Promotion
Center’ isequipped witha
widerange of machinery,
including 16 types oftools for
milkvalue&addition, ‘retort
packaging’equipment (which
preservescookedfood forup
toayear),and machineryfor
producingnoodles (includ-

=
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ingmillet&based varieties),
flattenedrice (*aval*), con-
fectionery (suchas peanut
candy),and animalfeed.
Entrepreneurswho plan
tostartabusinessbutlackthe
spaceorinfrastructure to
install theirownmachinery
canbringtheirrawmaterials
tothe center, processthem
intovalue&added products,
packagethem, and takethem
tomarket. Anominalfeeis
charged for these services.
Shaktibalan, Assistant General
ManageratNABARD, stated:
“Inthe Maduraidistrict, 1.50
lakhindividualsareoperating
businessesunderthe MSME
sector,havingobtained ‘Ud-
yam'registration.
Forthecurrentyear’scredit
plan, wehavealreadyachieved

60% ofthelendingtargetset
for MSMEenterprises. MA-
BIFhasprovidedguidanceto
over 400 micro, small,and
medium enterprises, aswell
asstartups. Furthermore, the
centerhousesanational&level
laboratory—accredited bythe
NABL (National Accreditation
Boardfor Testingand Calibr-
ation Laboratories)—where
food products canundergo
rigorous physical, chemical,
andbiologicaltesting” There
areample opportunitiesin
sectorssuchasagro&based
foodindustries, jasmine
cultivation, pulses, millets,
engineering, rubber, text-
iles,and tourism. Aspiring
entrepreneurs should take
advantage ofthese prospe-
cts,hesaid.

The MlnlsterofState forSC|ence &Technology (IndependentCharge), Earth
Sciences (IndependentCharge), Prime Minister’s Office, Personnel, Public Griev-
ances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh atthe launch of
thebook named Timeless India: Protection and Revival of Indian Cultural Identity
underthe Leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in New Delhi

Rs.618 Crore Revenue from FreightTransport

ChennaiRai

CHENNALI: The Chennai
RailwayDivisionhas gener-
atedarevenueofRs.618.51
crorefromfreighttransport
over the six&month period
from ApriltoSeptember2026.
Approximately5.413 million
tonnesofessential commod-
ities, materialsfor power gen-
eration,and heavyindustrial
goodshavebeensuccessfully
transportedacrossthe country.

Thetransportation of
3.517 million tonnes of coal
—requiredasfuelforthermal
power plants—contributed
thelargestshareofrevenue,
amountingtoRs.346.42 crore,
whichaccountsfor 56 percent

of thetotal
freightrev

enue. Addi- [
tionally, the 7= ¥
transportof %
motor ve- |
hiclesan
industrial |
equipment

from major companiessuch
asHyundai, Renault&Nissan,
Ola,and TVS—carriedvia
370freighttrains—gener-
atedarevenueofRs.122.64
crore. (Ofthis,Rs.90.62 crore
was generated solely from
the transport of vehicles.
RevenueofRs.76.76 crorewas
earned from domesticand

wayD|V|S|onAch|eves Mllestone ;

import&exportcontainers,
whileRs.37.03 crorecamefrom
petroleum products,Rs.22.90
crorefromfertilizers,andRs.
6.32 crorefromfoodgrains.
Officialsstated thatthe Che-
nnai Division is committed
toprovidingreliablefreight
transportservices, with the
aim of fosteringregional ec-
onomicgrowth.

Rs.400 Crore Bribery Case: Former MLA
Muthukumar Surrendersin Court

CHENNAI: Anbil Ma-
hesh Poyyamozhi, aformer
Minister for School Education
andamember of the
DMK, hasbeenarrest-
edandlodgedin Pu-
zhal Central Prisonin
connectionwithaRs.
400crorecorruption
case. Another DMK
figure, Arasakumar,
wasalsoarrestedinthe

Meanwhile, former MLA
Muthukumar had filed an
appeal inthe Supreme Court
seekingantic-
ipatorybail.
A bench
comprising
Justices Di-
pankar Dat-
ta and Sheel
Naguheardthe
petitionyester-

Farmers expectthatthe waste, vegetation, and
overgrowthaccumulatedinthe Nilaiyurcanal be cleared
before waterfromthe Vaigai Damisreleasedintothe
irrigationtanks (kanmais)inthe Thiruparankundram
area.

cancer—remainsunchangedat
32,16,500. Similarly, theprice
of Ribociclib’ (Kisqali), usedin
thetreatment of breast cancer,
remainsunchangedatT24,435.

samecaseandiscurrentlyout day. After hearingarguments
onbail. The policehad been  from bothsides, the Supreme
searching for former MLA Court dismissed his plea for
Muthukumar, identifyinghim anticipatorybail. Followingthe
asakeyaccusedinthematter. dismissal, thepoliceinitiated

swiftactiontoapprehend him.
Inthissituation, former MLA
Muthukumar—who had been
inhiding—surrenderedtoday
before Judge Sathiyamurthy at
the Chennai Anti-Corruption
Courtinconnectionwiththe
case, which involves the re-
ceipt of bribes in exchange for
grantingrecognitiontoprivate
schools. Thepolice now plan
tointerrogate Muthukumar
with the court’s permission.
They anticipate that such
aninterrogation could yield
startlingevidence regarding
thecorruption case.
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Rajnath Singh Proposes ‘India-ASEAN Youth
Bridge’ for Stronger Ties, Digital Growth

i
| 8

NEW DELHI: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, ad-
dressing the 13th ASEAN
Defence Ministers’ Meeti-
ng&Plus (ADMM&Plus) in
Cebu, Philippines, highlighted
asignificantinitiative: the ‘In-
dia&ASEAN Youth Bridge’

This projectaimstostre-

ngthen people&to&people
connections, foster digital
innovation,andbuild capa-
cityacrossIndiaand ASEAN
member nations.

Singh emphasized the
sharedadvantageofayoung
demographicinbothIndia
and ASEAN countries, st-

ating, “Indiabelieves that
our greatest strength liesin
ouryoungpopulation—in
their energy, dynamism,
and aspirations. Both Ind-
iaandthe ASEAN nations
possessarelativelyyoung
demographic.
Thiscommonality pr-
ovidesus with a distinct
advantage and interlinks
our futures” Hepointed out
that nationslike Vietnam,
Indonesia, Timor&Leste,and
the Philippinesbenefitfrom
thisyouth dividend,allowing
themto compete globally.
The Defence Minister
calledfor collaborative effo-

rtswith ASEAN membersto
promotepeaceandstabilityin
theIndo&Pacificregion. He
reiterated India’sfirmstance
againststate&sponsored te-
rrorism, drawingon India’s
extensive experiencein co-
unter&terrorismoperations.
Singhreferenced ‘Oper-
ationSindoor’asanexample
ofIndia’s proactiveapproach
indismantlingterroristinfr-
astructure. Healso extended
India’s condolencesto the
Philippinesforthetragicai-
rcraftcrashon October23rd,
expressingsolidaritywith the
Philippine Armed Forcesand
thebereaved families.

North Korea Fires Ballistic Missile,
Japan and South Korea on High Alert

JAPAN:North Korea
launchedasuspectedba-
llistic missile, prompting
immediate concern from

Japan. TheJapanese Prime s

Minister’s Office confirm-
edthelaunch, statingthat
theobject,believedtobea
ballisticmissile, hasalrea-
dyfallen.
Whilenodamagehas
beenreported,authorit-
iesarediligently gathering
informationandanalyzing

thesituation toensure pub-
licsafety.
Instructions wereissued

toconfirmthesafety
ofaircraftandships
andtoprepare for
anyunforeseen ci-
rcumstances. This
incident follows
reports from So-
uth Korea’s Yon-
hapnewsagency,
citing the South
Korean military,
that North Korea
firedapproximatelyadozen
short&rangeballistic miss-

ilestowardsthe EastSeaon
Thursdayaround 12:30 PM
localtime. The South Korean
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) is
activelyanalyzingtheflight
distancesand other specifica-
tionsofthese missiles. The JCS
hasheightened surveillance
and remainsvigilantagainst
potential furtherlaunches,
maintainingarobust defe-
nse posture through close
information&sharing with
the United Statesand Japan.

Mercury Transformed into Gold
Claims Team of Pokhran IIScientists

JAIPUR: Scientist Lal
Bahadur, who wasinvol-
vedinIndia’s Pokhran&II
nuclear tests, has claimed

to havesuccessfully trans- §
formed mercuryinto gold. &
AteamledbyLalBahadurco- |

nductedanexperimentusing

\."

College inJaipur, RaJ asthan

ssed samplewasfound
to consist0f99.04%
old (withapurity of
' 23.77 karats),0.48%
' silver,and 0.48% copper.
Lal Bahadur, agrad-
uate of BITS Pilani,
stated thatthisachie-

0.240gramsofmercuryatthe Theresearchteamreported vementistheresultofyears
physicslaboratoryofKanoria - thatthesurfaceoftheproce- ofresearchbasedonancient

Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption raids the
res1dence of former DMK Minister K.N. Nehru

CHENNAL: Officials
fromthe Directorate of Vigi-
lanceand Anti&Corruption
(DVAC)began conducting
freshraidstoday (Oct29)at
locationslinked to former
DMK Minister K.N.Nehru.

Ateamof 15DVACoff-
icials,arrivinginthree veh-

icles, iscurrently searching
K.N.Nehru’sresidencein
Thillai Nagar, Trichy. DMK
supporters have gathered
outside hishomeinresp-
onse to the development.
Beyond thislocation, DV-
ACofficialsare conducting
raids at more than 20 ot-

I her sites across Chennai
i ﬁ

¢ Chennai. Previously, on
Y September 5,the DVAChad
- ;’g conducted raidsatlocations
' associated with Nehru.

and therest of Tamil Nadu.

Searches arealsounderway
at theresidenceand office of
| Nehru’sbrother, Ravichan-
dran,locatedinR.A.Puram,

Atthattime, the Leg-
islative Assembly session
wasinprogress; thefactth-
atsuchahigh&profileraid
was carried outagainst K.N.
Nehru—whosservesasthe
Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition—causedasignificant
stirin Tamil Nadu politics.
Itis noteworthy that th-

textsby AcharyaNagarjuna,
specificallyfocusingon ‘Rasa
Shastra’ (ancientalchemy),
‘Dhatu Parivartana (theartof
metallictransmutation),and
‘ParadaSamskara’ (the process
of purifyingmercury). The
tullextentand validity of this
claimwillonlybedetermined
following furthertesting.

eseraidsarebeing cond-
ucted once again today.
With thewedding of Nehru’s
brother Ravichandran’sson
scheduled for November
16, theseraidshave caused
acommotion notonly wit-
hin political circlesbutalso
amonghisfamily members.
Earlier, former DMK Minister
AnbilMaheshwasarrested
yesterdayin connection with
acaseinvolvinganalleged
fraud of up to 3400 crore,
purportedly committed by
promisingtosecure official
recognition for privatesch-
ools. Today, another former
DMK Minister’sresidence
isbeingsubjectedtoaraid.

Local 29.10.2026 OutStation30.10.2026

| EDattaches ‘MohammadAli Jauhar University’ of SP
leader Azam Khaninmoney Iaunderlng case

UTTARA PRADESH:
The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has provisionally
attachedlandandbuildings
belongingtothe Mohammad
AliJauhar Universityin Ram-
pur, promoted by Samajwadi
Partyleaderandformer Uttar
Pradesh Cabinet Minister
AzamKhan, witha current
marketvalue ofapproxima-
tely1,170crore

Theaction, takenunder
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002, ispartofamoneylau-
nderinginvestigationagainst
the Maulana Mohammad
AliJauhar Trust, Azam Kh-
an, and others. While the
propertiesareregistered at
%426.46 croreasproceedsof
crime, officials pegged their
presentmarketvalueatabout
%1,170crore Accordingtothe
ED, the probe wasinitiated
based on26 FIRsregistered
at Azeem Nagar police stati-
oninRampur,whichsaythat
agriculturalland belonging
tofarmerswas forcibly taken
over for the university.

Adistrictadministration
inquiryalso found that45
plots of “enemy property”
spanningabout34acresin
Singhankheravillage were
illegallyoccupied by Azam
Khan for theuniversity, even
after the Custodian of Enemy
Propertyhad cancelled the
leasetothetrust. The ED fur-
ther said that funds meantfor
publicworksweredivertedto
theuniversity, government
works were executed on its
private campus,and contra-
ctorsawardedstate contracts
routed fundsbacktothetrust
asdonations.

Specifically, the ED cl-

aimed thatthe managing
directorofafirmwith Public
Works Department contra-
ctsworthnearlyI186crore
admitted that30&40% of the
contractvaluewasusedto
buy construction material
for the university. Another

firm donated2401akh to the g

trust. The probealso found
that cleaning machinery
purchased for the Rampur
Nagar Palikawasdiverted to
the university campus.
TheEDalsoflagged theuse
0f36.60 crorefrom MLA and
MLClocalareadevelopment
schemesforworksinsidethe
universitythrough Uttar Pr-
adeshJalNigam,andnoted
thatthe UP governmenthad
sanctioned323.41 crorefora
pandal, OBCboys hostel,and
hospitalblock onthe campus.
TheIncome Tax Department
had earlier cancelled the tr-
ust’s registration under the
Income Tax Act.
Accordingto OpIndia’s
groundreport, therewasa
flyoverbuiltin2013&14 at
acostofaroundRs. 150 Cr.
thatinterestingly startsfrom
AzamKhansancestralhome
and goesto Jauhar University.
Unlike Rampur’sother busy
roads, the flyover is mostly
empty. Alocalmansaid that
theflyoverisused mainlyby
students goingtoand from
Jauhar University, whilemost
peoplein Rampur gainlittle
tonopracticalbenefitfromit.
Aftervisiting theflyover,
Oplndiateam talked to the
locals. One woman named
Kamlesh said thather four
bighaland was forciblytaken.
“Ourvaluableland wastaken
foraverysmallamount. We
didnotwantto giveit,butwe

arepoor people. What could
wedo?” shesaid.

A mannamedBhagwan
Dasalsosaid thathisland was
forciblytaken. Peoplefeared
thatiftheyrefused tosell the
land, they could bejailed.
Accordingtohim, theflyov-
erhasnothelpedvillagersin
anyway. Hebelievesthatifa
normalroadhadbeenbuilt
instead ofan elevated flyover,
theareacould havedevelop-
ed. Shops,housesand small
businesses could have come
up, benefitinglocal people.
Instead, hesaid, the project
mainlyserved AzamKhan’s
ownpurpose. Somevillagers
alsoclaimed off&camerathat
theflyover wasbuiltso Azam
Khan could travel directly
fromhishometo Jauhar Uni-
versity withoutgetting stuck
incitytraffic.

AtKishanpurvillage,
whichislocated below the
flyover, people talked to OpI-
ndia. Dinesh,aresidentofthe
village, said that the village
hasreceived nobenefitfrom
theflyover. Instead, people
hadhopedaroad wouldbe
builtunderneathit, butthat
neverhappened. According
toUmmed Singh, partofhis
landwasalsoacquired forcef-
ully for the flyover. Kaanungo
and Tehsildar forcedhimto
completetheregistration.

Healsosaid thatthe RTO
hastaken moneyfromdriv-
ersand that40% ofitwentto
Jauhar University. Heblamed
AzamXKhanand the Samajwadi
governmentforharassingthe
peopleofRampur. Headded
thatactionbeingtakenunder
the Yogi Adityanath gover-
nmentistheresultofthose
pastactions.

Theuniversity campusat
JauharNagar, Village Singha-
nkhera, Rampur, ismanaged
bythe MaulanaMohammad
AliJauhar Trust, whichwas
foundedandis controlled by
AzamKhan. Healsoserves
astheuniversity’shonorary
chancellor. The Lucknow&h-
eadquartered trustlists Khan
asitsmain trustee,alongwith
familymembersandassocia-
tes,and runsthe Mohammad
AliJauhar University.

TheEDhadearlierraided
multiplelocationslinked to
thetrustand theuniversityin
August2026 and questioned
Khan, whoiscurrentlylodged
inRampurjail, for nearlyeight
hours. Theagencysharedits
findings with Uttar Pradesh
Police under Section 66(2)
ofthe PMLA, leadingtoa
fresh FIR against Khanand
thetruston 13 October2026
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhitaand the Prevention
of Corruption Act.

Kanda Sashti Festival at Tiruchendur

Decision to Set Up Tentsat 16 Locations
for Devotees Observmg Fasts

TIRUCHENTUR: The
Kanda Sashtifestival at the
Tiruchendur Subramania
Swamy Templeisscheduled
totake placefromthe 10th
tothe2lstof next month
(November). Morethan 1.5
million (151akh) devotees
are expected to participate
inthe ‘Soorasamharam’—the
festival’spinnacleevent—on
November 15th. Inpreparation
forthis,aconsultativemeeting
regarding the provision of
basicamenities for visiting
devoteeswasheld yesterday
atthe temple’sauditorium.
The meeting was presid-
ed over by the Tamil Nadu
Minister for Fisheries and
Fishermen Welfare, Anitha
R.Radhakrishnan.

District Collector Vishu

Mahajan, District Superinten-
dentofPoliceSivaprasad, Tem-
pleBoard of Trustees Chair-
man Arulmurugan,andJoint
Commissioner Arunacha-

lam were also present.

Duringthe meeting, it was
announced thattomeetthe
drinkingwater requirements
ofthedevotees, 500,000liters
ofwater willbe supplied daily
by the Municipalityand the
Water Supplyand Drainage
Board across 30locations
withinthemunicipalareaand
thetemple premises.
Atotalof919 personnel—
comprising 130 municipal
sanitation workers,339temple
sanitation staff,and 450 ad-
ditional special staff—willbe
deployedtoensurecleanliness,
withafocusonthe prompt

removal of waste throughout

thefestival.

TheHealth Department
will carry outmosquito-con-
trol spraying,and medical
teams will be stationed at
threelocations within the
temple complex. Addition-
ally,ambulanceswillbekept
onstandbyatsixlocations,
andfourfiretenderswillbe
stationedacrossthetownand
templearea.

Toensurethesafetyofthe
devotees, the premises willbe
monitoredviaCCTV cameras

1nstalled at493 locatlons
Fordevotees observing the
Kanda Sashtifast, permanent
accommodation facilities
areavailableatfivelocations
within thetemple premises.
Additionally, temporary
tentswillbesetupat11other
spots. Similarly, thereare
325permanenttoilets,and
300 temporary toilets will
be provided aswell. Several
decisions were also made
toensurean uninterrupted
power supply throughout
thefestival days.

(.

The 17 prisonerswho escapedin Theniwere apprehended following a36—hour manhunt. Steps are now
underwaytotransferthemto various other prisons acrossthe state. As afirstphase, three ofthemhave been
moved tothe Palayamkottai prison.

Printed at : Meera Offset Printers,No.104, V.R. Pillai street, Triplicane, Chennai. - 600 005. Published By. Dr. P. Pandiarajan No. 5 Namasivayam nagar 2nd street, Madurai. Editor : Dr.P.Pandiarajan



