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PM Modi says over Rs 18,000 crore
transferredto farmers under PM-KISAN

GUJARAT: Prime Minis-
ter NarendraModion Friday
said thatmorethanRs 18,000
crorehadbeen transferred to
thebankaccountsofnearly 10
crorefarmersunderthelatest
instalment of the PM&KIS-
ANscheme, highlightingthe
governmentsfocuson farmer
welfareandagricultural deve-
lopment. Addressinga public
gatheringin Banaskantha, PM
Modisaid thatmorethan 50
lakh farmersin Gujarathad
benefited fromthelatesttra-
nsfer, withoverRs 1,000 crore
depositedintotheiraccounts.
InBanaskanthaalone, nearly
Rs50 crorehadreached the
bankaccountsoflakhs of far-
mer families,headded.

“Today, anotherinstalment
of PM&KISANhasreached
theaccounts of farmers of
the nation. Our farmers, our
‘annadatas, areoneofthestr-

highlighting the government’s focus on farmerwelfare andagricultural development

ongestpillarsof our country.
Ourgovthasalways prioritised
empoweringour farmers,” the
Prime Minister said.
Headded thatthe coun-
try’sagriculturebudgethad
increased morethan fivefold
compared to2013&14, while
the PM&KISAN Samman
Nidhihadbecomeaninteg-
ral partofthelivesofcrores
ofsmallfarmers. “Today,an
amountexceeding Rs 18,000
crorehasbeentransferredinto
theaccountsofnearly 10crore
farmers. Over50lakh farmers
inGujarathavealsobenefited
from this. More thanRs 1,000
crorehasbeendepositedinto
theiraccounts, hesaid.
PMModifurtherclaimed
thatfarmershadreceived or

saved more than Rs 50 lakh
croreover thepastyearsdue
tothegovernment’s policies.
Citingthe PM&KISAN sche-
me, hesaidnearlyRs4.5lakh
crorehadbeen transferred
directlyintothebankacco-
untsofsmallfarmersunderit.
ThePrime Ministeralso
said thatthe governmenthad
protected farmers from the
impactofrisingfertiliser prices
amid global uncertainties.
“Amid globaluncertain-
ties, therewasahugejumpin
theprice offertilisers, butour
government, whichisdedic-
ated tothe welfare of farmers,
didnotlettheburden of this
pricerisefallon farmers. The
governmentspentRs 16lakh
croreonthis, hesaid.

Referringtothegath-
ering, where people we-
reseated on traditional
charpais, PM Modisaid
Banaskanthahadrevived
thetraditionsofvillages. “It
mustbeasurpriseforthe
peopleofthenationtosee
thatallthe peopleattend-
ingthiseventareseatedon
‘charpais’here. Banaskantha
hasrevived thetraditions of
ourvillages. Ifthe Guinness
WorldRecordswereinformed
aboutthis, theywouldhavead-
mitted thisasaworldrecord,”
hesaid. The Prime Minister
alsorecalled his first major
public gatheringas Gujarat
ChiefMinisterin2001, held
inDeesain Banaskantha. He
saidaround threelakh people

Elon Musk Warns of ‘Game Overfor America’if
Democrats Sweep 2028 Elections

USA:Billionaireent-
repreneur Elon Musk has
voicedsignificantconcern
overapotential Democra-
ticsweep ofthe USHouse,
Senate,and Presidencyin
the2028 elections.

Musk claimssuchan
outcome couldlead tofu-
ndamental changesinthe

country’spolitical landsca-
pe, callingit ‘game over for
America.
InapostonX (formerly
Twitter), Musk outlined his
apprehensions. Hesugge-

sted thatif Democrats gain
control ofallthreebranch-
es, theymight make Washi-
ngtonD.C.and PuertoRico
statestobolster their Senate
majority,openbordersto
legalizeundocumented
immigrantsforapermane-
ntpoliticaladvantage,and
expandthe Supreme Court
tosecureanimmediate
judicial majority. Accord-
ingtoMusk, theseactions
would transform the US
intoa ‘permanentone&pa-
rtystate’and effectivelyend

democracy.
Muskurgedvoters
tosupportRepublican
senatorsintheupcoming
electionstoprevent thissc-
enario, stating thatsecuring
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North KoreaUnveilsAl-Powered Drones, ‘Sniper’ Rocket Launcherin Show

of Force.

51 Republicansenatorsin
2029iscrucial. Hisremarks
comeamidstreportsthat
hehasbecomethelargest
individual political donor
in UShistory, contributi-
ngover USD 442 million
toRepublican campaigns
andpolitical groupsahead
oftheNovember 3 midte-
rmelections. Much of this
fundinghasbeendirected
towardshelping Republ-
icans maintain control of
Congress, with significant
contributionstotheclos-
ely contested Texas Senate
race.

Thissubstantial financi-
albackingmarksarenewed
commitmentfrom Mu-
sktoRepublican causes,
followingearlier concerns
among Republicansthathe
mightreducehispolitical
involvement. Theupcom-
ingmidtermelectionsare
seenasacritical battle for
control ofboth chambers of
Congress, with significant
implicationsforthelegisla-
tiveagendaandthebalance
of powerin Washington,
especially given President
Trump’sdecliningapproval
ratings.

Brutal Murder in Manamadurai: Woman’s
Throat Slit Inside Her Home in Broad Daylight

MADURAI:Eswaranand
his wife, Vasantha Mallika,
resided on the premises of
the CSISchool onthe Mana-
madurai&Sivagangairoad.

The couplehastwodaug-
hters; oneismarried andlives
in'Theni, whilethe otherworks
foraprivatefirmin Madurai,
whereshealsoresides. Vasant-
haMallikawasaretired warden
from the CSISchoolhostel.

Herhusband, Eswaran, works
atanopticalshop. Yesterday,as
Eswaranleftforworkasusual,
Vasantha Mallikaremained
athomealone. Duringthis
time, unidentified individuals
entered thehouse, struckher
onthebackofthehead,and
slitherthroat.

They also stole a 7&
sovereign gold necklacefrom
herneckandrippedtheearr-

ingsfromherears—severing
partofherearlobeintheproc-
ess—beforefleeingthescene.
Uponreturninghomeat3:00
PM, Eswarandiscoveredhis
wife’sbodywith her throat
slitandbroke downinshock
and grief.
Localresidentsalerted the
police,and officersfrom the
Manamaduraistationarriv-
edtobeginaninvestigation.

District Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Guptaalso
visited thesceneandhasdi-
rected policeteams to track
downtheperpetrators.
Theincident—amurder
committedinbroad daylig-
htinabusy, populatedarea,
solelyforthesake ofgoldje-
welry—haslefttheresidents
of Manamaduraiinastate of
shockandfear.

fromasingledistrict hadatt-
endedthe Lok Kalyan Mela,
addingthathedidnotthink
therecordhad beenbroken
since.PM Modisaid thatafter
completing25yearsofpublic
service,hewasreturningtothe
regionwherehisjourneyhad
begun. “Itwasmentionedjust
nowthatithasbeen25years
sinceyouentrusted me with
thisresponsibility, serving
youallthistime. Andlook

atthecoincidence...Upon
completing25years, myfirst
visithasbeenheretoourBa-
naskantha,” hesaid. Healso
referred to theinauguration
andfoundationstone&laying
of projectsaimed atempower-
ingwomen, children, farmers
andlivestockrearers.
Duringtheaddress, the
PrimeMinister noticedachild
holdingaframed picture of
him and asked SPG perso-
nnelto collectitso the child
wouldnottire.“Youhavewon
over me! Yourarms mustbe
hurting,”hesaid. Before the
address, the Prime Minister
flagged offthe Ahmedabad
(Sabarmati)&Varanasi Exp-
ressand Mehsana&Bechar-
aji&Sabarmati MEMU train

services.Duringhisvisit to
Banaskantha, PM Modialso
heldaroadshowandvisited
the Bharat Bovine Breeding
and Research Centre (BBB-
RC) cattlefarmat Bhildi. The
127&acrefacilityisdedicated
totheKankrejcattlebreedand
aimstostrengthenbovinebr-
eeding, geneticupgradation
andadvancedreproductive
technologies. Itisexpectedto
acceleratebreed improvement
by 10&20times.

The Prime Ministeral-
soinauguratedandlaid the
foundation stone of various
development projects wo-
rthover Rs 14,000 crorein
Banaskantha. Hereleased
the24thinstalmentunder
PM&KISAN, amountingto

Rs18,000crore,accordingto
thebackgroundinformation
provided. Duringhisvisitto
the cattlefarm, several wom-
eninteracted withthe Prime
Ministerandraised theslogan
“Modinahijayenge” during
agroup photograph. Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Pateland Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Harsh Sanghaviwere
alsopresent.
Theprojectsintheregion
includetwo Bio&CNGplants
ofBanasDairyat Tharadand
Radhanpur, with cattle dung
processing capacities of 75
metric tonnes per dayand
100 metric tonnes per day,
respectively. Other projects
includethe expansion of po-
tato processing facilities at
Sanadarand an Automated
Storageand Retrieval System
forultra&high&temperature
productsat Palanpur.

Letus walk the path of the ideals set
by Muthuramalinga Thevar: CM Vijay

CHENNATI:Ontheoc-
casion of the 119th birth
anniversaryand 64th ‘Guru
Puja’ (commemorationday) of
Pasumpon Muthuramalinga
Thevar, Chief Minister Vijay
paid tribute by garlanding
hisstatueand offering flow-
ersat Nandanam, Chennai.
Following this, ChiefMinis-
ter Vijaysharedapostonthe
platform X’ (formerly Twit-
ter), whichreadsasfollows:
“Onthebirthanniversary
and ‘Guru Puja’ day of the
freedom fighter Pasumpon

Muthuramalinga Thev-
ar—who cherished both
nationalism and divinity
as histwo eyes—I honor

his patriotism, sacrifices, *

and contributions toward
socialjustice. Anobleand

divine figure, Pasumpon ¥
Muthuramalinga Thevar £ F "”‘”""- v

ignited theflame of freedom ¥
amongthe people through [
his powerfuland courage-
ousoratory.

Heardently propagated
theprinciples of Netaji Subhas
ChandraBose, rallied sup-
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portforthe Indlan Natlonal
Army (INA), and fought for
thenation’sliberation. Letus
continue towalk the path of
theidealssetby Pasumpon

Muthuramahnga Thevar who
transcended theboundaries
of casteandreligion, living
withhumanismashisvery
breath”

India-US Defense Partnership Completes One Year,
Focus on Land, Sea, Air Space Cyber Cooperation

NEW DELHI: The US
Embassyin Indiarecently
markedthefirstanniversaryof
the US&IndiaMajor Defense
Partnership framework. This
landmarkagreement, signed
in October2025by US Sec-
retary of War Pete Hegseth
andIndian Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, haslaid the
groundwork forenhanced
defense cooperationacross
variousdomains.

Thepartnership emphasi-
zesoperational coordination,
information sharing, and
collaborationindefenseindu-
strial, science,and technology
sectors. Itscoreobjectiveisto
advance cooperationacrossla-

nd,sea, air, space,and
cyberspace, fostering
astronger strategic
alliancebetweenthe
twonations.
Thisanniversary
comesshortlyafter
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh met
his US counterpart
PeteHegsethin Cebu,
Philippines,onthe
sidelinesofthe 13th
ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting
(ADMM)&Plus.
Themeetingreaffirmed
thecommitmenttothe 10&-
year framework, whichaims
totransformthe India&US

defenserelationship.

The framework, officia-
lly signed in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, in October 2025,
providesaunified vision for
deepening defense cooper-

PM Moditomeet Para Asian Games

ation. Rajnath Singh’s

recentengagements
atthe ADMM&Plus
alsoincludedbilateral
meetings with defense
ministersfrom Japan,
Australia, the Philipp-
ines, South Korea,and
Singapore, highlighting
India’s proactiverolein
regional securityandits
‘ActEast’policy.India
continuesto strength-
endefensediplomacy,
co&chairingthe Experts
Working Group on Counte-
r&Terrorism with Malaysia
for2024&2027,underscoring
itscommitmentto peaceand
stabilityinthe Indo&Pacific.

medal winners on November 5

NEW DELHTI: Intherece-
ntly concluded Asian Games
inJapan, Indiaachieved a
historicfeatbysecuring4th
placewithatotalof 114 me-
dals—comprising 30 gold,

35silver,and 49 bronze. In
athleticsalone, Indiawon 65
medals, including 22 gold.
Prime Minister Modi
had praised the athletes,
notingthateveryone ofth-

em contributed to thishist-
oricachievementand that
their success servesasan
inspiration to the youth of
India.

Prime Minister Modiwill

meet the Para Asian Games
medalwinnerson November 5.

Duringthe meeting, he
isexpected tointeract with
theathletesand discuss their
experiences.
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Today horoscope

Your expectations will be met. You will receive
1/blessings from elders. Your children will bring
youpeace of mind. Efforts toward marriage will
conclude successfully. Professionally, you mayhave
the opportunity to meet prominentindividuals.
You will expand your business onalargescale.

Auspicious expenditures willbringyousat- "¢
isfaction. Youwill purchase modern electronic| el
appliances for yourhome. Youmay move into au
new, morespaciousresidence. Business will pick

up, leading to reasonable profits. Itisadvisable
toavoid argumentsatyour workplace.

Youmay face unnecessary runningaround. A shortage of

% funds might force you to borrow money from
/710! others. Sudden, unplanned journeys may prove
rustrating. Atwork, youwilllocateanimportant
documentyouhadbeen searching for. Inbusi

ness, youwilllearn the nuancesand intricacies
ofthetrade.

You will devise new plans. Your children willbeasource
ofhappiness. You will getacquainted with
influential people. Your interestin meditation
and spirituality will grow. In business, you will
attractnew clients. A superioratthe office
will offer praise.

Youwillvisityour family deity’s temple with

your family. Your children’shealth willimprove.
Youmayreplaceyourvehicle. Inbusiness, you
willemploy new strategiestoattractexisting cus-
omers. Atthe workplace, youwill receive support
fromyour colleagues.

Youwillexperience favorable develop-
mentsregardingrelatives. A marriage propos-
alforyour daughter, whichhadbeen delayed,
willnow come together successfully. You will
achievesuccessinaproperty-relatedlegal
matter. Avoid arguments at the workplace. In
business, ensure youdo not fall out with your
partners.

Feelings of inferiority will fade away. Cash flow will

gwmg,  increase, andyouwill earnrespectin yoursocial
@ @ circles. Youmayattempt tosellancestral property,
suchasland oragricultural plots. Long-standing
confusionat the workplace willberesolved.

Inbusiness, your stock will sell out completely.

Minorissues mayarise within the family. Youmay experi-
encephysical fatigueand theneed for
frequentrunningaround. Attimes, youmight
findyourselfstrugglingin awkward or difficult
situations. Donotgiveanykind of commitment
toanyone. Therewillbean upward trendinbusiness.

Youwillenhance your educational qualifications. You
w1ll gam thefriendship oflearned individuals. Siblings will
~  besupportive. Some maybeentrusted with new
. responsibilities. Atthe workplace, treat your
colleagueswithkindness. In terms ofbusiness,

youwill meet with key, influential figures.

Newideaswillemerge. Youwill reconnect

with childhoodfriendsandrelatives. Youwill Y Qf%
repaymoney thatyouhadborrowed. Business will
besatisfactory. Attheworkplace, itisbesttofocus

solelyonyourown tasks.

Youwillaccomplish tasks by communicating
clearly. Thebondbetweenspouses will strengthen.
Youwillsettle outstanding debts. Bylearning the
nuances of business, youwillachieve success.

s '\,'\,‘ﬂ Problems will be resolved, bringing peace of
HF mindattheworkplace.

Movingpastaperiod of uncertainty, youwillbegin to make
decisionswith confidence. Youwill receive support
fromyour maternal side. Youmayundertake
work-related travel to other townsor cities.
Inbusiness, acceptandactupon the views of
your partners.

North Dakota Unveils First Life- Size
Mahatma Gandhi Statue at Peace Park

BISMARCK: Asignificant momentin India¢»North Dakota
relationsunfolded on Thursday (local time) as thefirsteever
lifeersize statue of Mahatma Gandhi was unveiled at Peace
Parkin Bismarck.

Thislandmark event, celebrating Gandhi’senduringmess-
age of peace, nonéviolence, and harmony, signifies adeepening
nstate. Theceremonysaw
F7% thepresenceof First
LadyKjersti Arm-
-~ strong, Agriculture

8 Goehring otherlocal
dignitaries, andme-
S mbersofthevibrant
IndiandAmerican
ommunity. The
.. Consulate General
ofIndiain Seattle
officially announcedtheunveiling, highlightingitasa special
milestoneinIndia¢~North Dakota friendship’.
Localschoolstudentsaddedapoignant touchtothe ceremony
withsoulful renditions of Gandhiji’ favorite hymns, echoing
his timelessideals. Prakash Gupta, Consul General of Indiain
Seattle, emphasized theglobalrelevance of Gandhi’s message,
particularlyinaworldgrapplingwithnumerous conflicts. Sp-
eakingto KFYR&TV, Guptastated, “Today, whentheworldis
verydivided andwehave conflicts ragingacrosstheworld, to
have Gandhi’s message of nonviolence emanate out of North
Dakota...isveryimportant, because thatreflects the foundi-
ngbasisofhow Indiaand the U.S. look upon each other asthe
worldslargest democracy andtheworldsoldest democracy”
Thisunveilingfollows asimilar initiative earlierin March,
whenthefirst bustof Mahatma Gandhiin Montanawas unve-
iled at the Mike Mansfield Center at the University of Montana
in Missoula. Thatevent, attended by Montana Governor Greg
Gianforteand Consul General Gupta, further solidified cultural
ties between the two nations.

S

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY

Newlndla

LASH

Local 30.10.2026 OutStation 31 .10.2026|

Satelhte to belaunched into space

Chenna1 Much llke the

‘GPS’ system used by the
United States, the Indian
SpaceResearch Organisation
(ISRO) decidedtodevelopthe
‘Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite Systemy’ (IRNSS) to
assistwithland, sea,and air

transporta-
tion, aswell
Y as defense
L-"'& applications
Al in  India.
“Tocomplete
thisinfrastructureand ensure
thereceiptofprecisedata,a
constellation of 7 satellites
under the IRNSS series must
bepositionedinspace.
Ofthenavigationsatel-
liteslaunched to date, only

3remainoperational. ISRO
iscurrentlyin the process
of deploying new satellites
toreplace thosethathave
become faulty. Inline with
this, the NVS-03 (IRNSS-1L)
navigationsatellite—designed
byISRO—isscheduledtobe
launchedtonightat11:51 PM.

It will be carried by a
GSLV-F18rocket,lifting oft
fromthesecondlaunchpad
atthe Satish Dhawan Space

todayvia GSLV rocket

CentreinSriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh. The countdown for
thismissionbeganlastnight.
TheNVSsatelliteweighs 2,250
kilogramsandissettobeplaced
intoageosynchronousorbit.
This satellite will provide
precise positioning, naviga-
tion,and timingservices for
nationalsecurityand public
use. Notably, itisequipped with
ahighlyaccurate,indigenously
developedatomicclock.

Corruptioninelectricity procurement through
thedeliberate creation of shortages in TN

Palaniswami'sallegation |

MADURAI: AIADMK
GeneralSecretary Edappadi
K. Palaniswami has alleged
thatapower shortageis being
deliberately createdin Tamil
Nadutofacilitate corruption
in electricity procurement.
Speakingtoreportersin Ma-
durai, hestated that during
the ATADMK s tenure, the
cost of procuring one unit of
electricitywas34.75in2011,
%6.35in2012, betweenI5.20
and35.40in2013-14,35.50
in2014-15,and35.48 during
2018-19and2019-20. He
claimedthat since the change
ingovernmentin 2021, the
DMK administration has
been procuringelectricity at
ratesrangingfrom311to3I20
perunit.

Palaniswamifurther noted
thataminister—whoisknown
formakingtall claims—had
alleged corruption in power
procurement duringthe pre-
vious AIADMK regime; yet,
thissame minister enteredinto

acontractto purchase elect-
ricity at 20 per unit, only to

cancelitlater. Forthepastfive 8
months, thegovernmenthas *

failedtoprocureelectricityin

asystematicmanner, artifici-
allycreatingapower shortage;

now, they haveannouncedthe
purchaseofelectricityatarate '
of Rs. 37.50per unit. This clearly
reveals where the corruption
lies. Lawandorderareinastate
of disarray—perpetratorsof
crimes remain unidentified,
andthestatecannoteven ensu-
rethesecurity of those already
convictedandimprisoned. Two
inmates escaped from Puzhal
Prison—thevery facility the
Chief Minister had personally
inspected; perhaps he visited
the prison only because an
astrologertold him to.

In Theni Prison, 17 in-
mates were able towalk out
with complete ease. Thisisa
disastrous administration.
The Chief Minister takes time off
justlikegovernmentemployees

doonweekends. Itisreported
thatonceheentershisresidence
at6:00 PM, he does not meet
with officials until after 9:00
AMthefollowingday. Heisa
truly peculiar Chief Minister.
Since he assumed power, the
only “gift”he has given the pe-
opleisasharprisein the cost
of living. The prices of sweets
at Aavinhave been increas-
ed. Please do not spread false
information claiming that I
ammeetingSasikalaor TTV
Dhinakaran in Pasumpon.
TTV Dhinakaranisalready
workingalongside us. For the
past 10years, there has been
talk ofa “unified AIADMK.”
Eversincelassumedtherole of

Chief Minister, someindividuals
havebeen attemptingto create
confusion within theparty.

Those who work hardfor
thepartywillreceive theres-
pecttheydeserve. The AIA-
DMK willrise again, much
likeaphoenix. Anyoneisfree
tostartapolitical party. Just
as Vijay hitthe jackpot, some
believe that Dhanush might
also hitajackpot. When film
starsenterpolitics, they often
goabout wavingto people at
airportsandalongtheroads.
Intheshorttimesincethe TVK
(Tamilaga VettriKazhagam)
cameto power, they havealre-
adyborrowed Rs.40,000crore.
Hestated this.

Smith Machar, who cheated death
twice: Insights from senior neurologists

NEW DELHI: On Septem-
ber30,aFlydubaiflightdepa-

theywereintheair.
Despite being severely

tohishomeinDubai. Surgical
scarsareclearlyvisibleonthe

rtedfrom Dubai, United Arab incapacitated, Smith Machar backofhishead.

Emirates,bound
for Tel Aviv, Is-
rael, carrying
180 passenge-
rs. Theaircraft
was operated
by Indian pilot
Smith Mach- »*
ar and co&p-

ilot Hamam

Al&Hamamifrom Oman.
Duringthe flight, Hamam
Al&Hamami—intendingto
crashtheplane—attacked Sm-
ith Machar withanaxewhile

managed toopenthe cockpit
door, effectively thwarting
the plot. Having sustained
seriousinjuries, Smith has
sincerecoveredandreturned

Commentingonthis,
= asenior Americanneur-
ologistnamed Deekshit
\ wroteonsocial media,
M “Pilot Smith Machar’sskull
wasfractured, resultingin
severeinjuries. Looking
atthesurgical marks, it
ispossible thata major
blood vessel—which ca-
rriesblood tothebrain—was
severed. The doctors perf-
ormed the surgery on Pilot
Machar under extremely
challengingcircumstances.”

Dr.Rahul Chawla, asenior
neurologistbased in Delhi,
stated, “Itishighlylikely that
PilotMachar’s skull wasfrac-
tured,leadingtobleedingin
thebrain.

Hemusthaveundergone
complexsurgical procedures”
Senior medical expertsrem-
arked, “Itisaremarkable mi-
raclethatPilot Smith Machar
survived thebrutal attackby
co&pilot Hamami. Itisyet
anothermiraclethathesur-
vived the complex surgeries
heunderwent. Hehascheated
deathtwiceand managedto
survive””

G20 Foreign Ministers Gather in Atlanta: Lavrov,
Jaishankar, Rubio to Tackle GIobaIChaIIenges

USA:The G20 Foreign
Ministers’ meetingisund-
erwayin Atlanta, bringing

together top diplomats
fromaroundtheworld to
addresspressing global
economicand geopolitic-
alissues. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
arrived on October 30th
forthetwo&day summit,
asreported by Sputnik. He
isjoinedbyahigh&pro-
filerosterincluding US

Secretaryof State Marco
Rubio, European Union
foreign policy chiefKaja
Kallas,and representatives
from Chinaand otherkey
nations. Theagendafocu-
sesonthe globaleconomy
and whatRussian Foreign
Ministryspokesperson
MariaZakharovadescrib-
edas ‘destructivetrends’in
geopolitics.
India’s External Affairs
MinisterS. Jaishankaris

Changestothe empty bottle return scheme: From
Nov 1, anadditional Rs 10 willbe collected overand
abovethe MRP.

alsoaprominent partici-
pant. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs confirmed
hisattendance, notinghe
willengageina QUAD Fo-
reign Ministers’ Meeting
andholdseveralbilateral
discussionson thesideli-
nes. Followingthe Atlanta
deliberations, Jaishankar
will travel to St. John’s, An-
tiguaand Barbuda, tolead
theIndiandelegationatthe
Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) from Novem-
ber 1stto4th. Thisyear’s
CHOGM themeis ‘accel-
erating partnershipsand
investmentforaprospero-
us Commonwealth’
USSecretaryof State
MarcoRubioishostingthe
G20meeting,aimingto
foster practical cooperati-
ononsharedeconomicand
security challenges. The US
State Departmenthighli-

ghted thatdiscussionswill
prioritize mitigating supply
chaindisruptions, safegu-
arding freedom ofnaviga-
tion,and ensuringenergy
andfoodsecurity. These
high&leveltalksarecru-
cialinsetting thestage for
President Donald Trump’s
upcoming G20Leaders’
Summit,emphasizingthe
inseparablelinkbetween
globalsecurityand econ-
omicprosperity. The G20,
representing85% of global
GDPandtwo&thirdsofthe
world’s population, remai-
nsavital forum foraddress-
inginternational economic
andfinancial concerns.
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ArabParties'HistoricRiseinlsrael:
ANew Testfor Democracy!

The true strength of democracy lies not
merely in the authority of those who govern,
but in the protection of the rights and voices
of minorities. The reported electoral gains
of Arab political partiesinIsrael have br-
ought this fundamental democraticprinciple
into renewed focus.

Israel’spolitical Tandscape has Tong been
shaped by complex relationships among Jewish
and Arab communities, competingnational ide-
ntities, security concerns and the unresolved
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.The growing
political significance of Arab representation
raises an important question: Can democratic
institutions translate electoral partici-
pationintomeaningful equality, political
inclusion and Tasting peace?

ANew Chapter inIsraeli Politics

Arab citizens of Israel have participated
inparliamentary politics for decades. The-
irpolitical representatives have advocated
civil equality, improved public services,
economic opportunities andgreater recognit-
ion of the concerns of Arab communities. Their
participationalso reflects thediversityof
political opinionwithinIsrael’s Arab po-
pulation. Different parties holddifferent
positions on cooperationwith Jewish&led pa-
rties, Palestiniannational aspirations and
domestic social policies. The significance
of increased Arab representation, therefore,
extends beyond parliamentary arithmetic. It
highTlights the continuing importance of pol-
itical participationinasocietydivided by
Tongstanding historical and national disputes.

Democracy Must Respect Every Vote

Elections are not merely contests for pol-
itical power. They are public expressions of
the right of citizens to determine their rep-
resentation. Every legitimate vote deserves
equal respect, regardless of the religion,
ethnicity, languageor political affiliation
of the voter. Allegations of electoral irreg-
ularities must be examined independently and
transparently. At the same time, allegations
should not be used to undermine confidence in
an entire community’s democratic participa-
tionwithout credible evidence.

The Tegitimacy of democraticinstitutio-
ns depends upon both eTectoral integrity and
equal citizenship.The Challenge of Political
CooperationlIsrael has previouslywitnessed
cooperation between Arab and Jewish political
parties. In2021, the ArabRa’amparty partic-
ipatedinagoverning coalition led by Naftali
Bennett. That experience demonstrated that
political cooperationacross communal divi-
sions is possible, although the coalition’s
collapsein 2022 alsoillustrated the diff-
iculties of maintaining such arrangements.

Today, the fundamental questions remain:
How can competing political groups work toget-
her on common publ1ic concerns? Can differences
over national identity and security coexist
with cooperation oneducation, employment,
healthcare and economic development?These
questions cannot be answered through elec-
tion results alone. They require sustained
dialogue, institutional trust and respect for
constitutional and Tegal safeguards.

A Lesson for Democracies Across the World

The developments in Israel also offer an
opportunity for reflectionin Indiaandother
democratic nations.Ademocracy must provide
equal political rights to citizens belonging
to every religion, Tanguage and community.
Majority rule determines who forms a govern-
ment, but constitutional principles protect
the rightsofall citizens.Political disag-
reements are inevitable. Yet disagreements
must not become grounds for denying communit-
ies meaningful participationinpubliclife.

Peace Requires More Than Political Victory

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains
one of theworld’smost difficult political
and humanitarian challenges. Questions co-
ncerning Gaza, the West Bank, Israeli secur-
ity, Palestinian self&determination and the
protection of civilians cannot be resolved
through parliamentary negotiations alone.
Political representation can, however, cr-
eate additional channels for dialogue and
accountability. Whether the Tatest election
produces such opportunitieswill dependon
the decisions of the parties involved and the
policies pursued by any future government.

The Final Word

The reported electoral gains of Arab parties
inIsrael aresignificantnot simply because
of the number of parliamentary seats involved,
but because they bring questions of political
inclusion, equal citizenship and cooperation
into sharper focus.An election decides who
holds power. The treatment of every citizen,
including those outside the majority, rev-
eals howdemocratic institutions function.
The challenge before Israel is therefore Ta-
rger than forming its next government. Itis
to reconcilepolitical differences with the
rights, security anddignity ofall commun-
ities. Democracy is strengthened when every
legitimate voice can be heard, every voteis
respected and every citizen enjoys equal pr-
otectionunder the Taw.

N
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AMARAVATT: The Andh-
raPradeshgovernment,inits
preliminaryreport,hasstated
that Cyclone Arnab’hascaused
lossesamounting to approx-
imatelyRs 4,600 croreacross
the state’s coastal districts.
Cyclone ‘Arnab,whichformed
intheBayofBengal, crossed
the coastnear Yanamand
Narsapuram on Wednesday

morning. Asaresult, the coastal
districtsof AndhraPradesh
—including Vizianagaram,
Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam,
Guntur, Bapatla, Anakapalli,
andthe Godavaridistricts—
areexperiencingpersistent
heavyrainfall.

In Srikakulam district,
heavyrains combined with
the opening of sluice gates

attheBaghalatiDaminthe
neighboringstate of Odisha
have caused water from the
BahudaRiver to flowinto
AndhraPradesh.
Thishasled totheflood-
ingofthe Chennai&Kolkata
National HighwaynearIchc-
hapuram,bringingvehicular
traffictoahalt. Furthermore,
railwaytracksinthedistrict
havebeenwashedawaybythe
heavyrains, causingacomplete
disruption oftrain services.
Narasamma (52),aresident
of Kommarikuntainthe East
Godavaridistrict, wentupto
theroof ofherhousetohang
outwetclothes. Unbeknownst
toher,ahigh&voltage power
linehadfallenontotheroof.
Assheproceededtohangthe
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Cyclone ‘Arnab’ causes losses of Rs4,600 crore
Andhra CM Chandrababu Naidu

clothes, shewasstruckbyan
electriccurrent.
Herhusband, Bangar-
ayya(57), whowasnearby,
rushed tosave herbut was
alsostruckbytheelectrici-
ty. Both were thrown from
thespotand died instantly.
Dueto Cyclone Arnab, wh-
ich caused disruptionsto
informationtechnologyand
communication systems,a
largevesselbecamestranded
atseanear Antarvediinthe
West Godavaridistrict.
TheNavydeployedahe-
licopter and successfully
rescued 13 people; effortsare
currentlyunderwaytorescue
theremaining 7 individuals.
Yesterday, Andhra Pradesh
ChiefMinister Chandrababu

LASH

Naiduconductedanaerial su-
rveybyhelicopter oftheareas
affected by Cyclone Arnab.
Followingthis,acabinet me-
etingwasheld underhislea-
dership.
Speakingontheocca-
sion, Chandrababu Naidu
said, “Cyclone Arnab has
caused thedestruction ofap-
proximately200boats. Eight
peoplehavelost theirlives,
andthetotallossisestimat-
edataroundRs4,600 crore.
Raincontinuestofallinsev-
eral districts. By tonight, 90
percentofthe power supply
willberestored.
Officialshavebeeninst-
ructed tosubmitareportto
the Central governmentsoon,
seeking compensation.”

Chennai Secures Top Spot with 319 Medals
CM Presents 'Vijay Trophy’ and Commends Winners
WINNER

CHENNALI: The Chennai
team, whichsecuredthetop
positioninthe ChiefMinister’s
Trophy sportstournament
bywinning319 medals—i-
ncluding 142 gold—washo-
noredbythe Chief Minister,
who presented them with the
‘Vijay Trophy’ and medals.
Thestate&level competitions
forthe Chief Minister’s Trophy
—whichincluded participants
fromall 38 districts of Tamil
Naduacrossfive categories:
schoolstudents, college stud-
ents, persons with disabilities,
governmentemployees,and

the general puiaiic;began on

October15.
Thetournament, which
saw the enthusiastic parti-
cipationof32,603 athletes
across 10 districts—includ-
ing Chennai, Chengalpattu,
Coimbatore,and Madura-
i—concluded the daybefo-
reyesterday (October28).
Inthis event, the Chennai
districtclaimedthefirstpo-
sitionbyamassingatotal of
319 medals, including 142
gold. Chengalpattudistrict
secured second place with
143 medals,including 64 gold,

while Coimbatoredistricttook
third place with 118 medals,
including27gold.
Following this, the clo-
singand prize&distributi-
on ceremony for the Chief
Minister’s Trophy sports
competitionswasheld yest-
erdayatthe JawaharlalNehru
Indoor Stadium in Chennai.
Presidingover theevent, Ch-
ief Minister Vijay honored
theathletesand teams that
secured thetop three positi-
onsbypresentingthemwith
trophies, medals,andatotal
prize purse of Rs. 38 crore.

¢ Additionally, the ChiefMinis-
terawardedincentive cheques
totalingRs.6.85 croretonine
athleteswhoachievedsucc-
essbywinning medalsatthe
5th Asian Para Gamesheld
inJapan.

During the event, the
Chief Minister interacted
with theathletes,listened to
theirrequests,and posedfora
group photograph with them
and their family members.
ChiefMinister Vijayinaug-
urated thenewlyestablished
TamilNadu Olympic Aquatic
Academy—builtatacostof
342.90croreacross7.18acres
in Prappanvalasai, Ramana-
thapuram—to provide wor-
ld&classtrainingforathletes
from Tamil Naduinaquatic
sports. Healsoinaugurateda
multi&purposesportscompl-
ex, constructedatacostof320
croreonthe premisesofthe
Government College of Eng-
ineeringin Karuppur, Salem.
Earlier,whilespeaking, Sports
Minister Adhav Arjunastat-
ed, “Withthegoal of ‘Dreams:
Olympics; the ChiefMinister’s

Trophy sportstournaments
sawarecord&breaking pa-
rticipation, with 27.821akh
individuals registering—a
figure never seen before.
AtotalofRs.83.36 crorehas
been spentonorganizing
theseevents.

Our ChiefMinister hasal-
located thehighestamountof
fundingfora ‘ChiefMinister’s
Trophy’anywherein India.
Winjust one Olympic me-
dal. Whenyoubecomethe
worldnumber one, theentire
economy—and indeed all
of Tamil Nadu—will come
lookingforyou. Wemustnot
justwininanordinaryway.
Wemust createhistory”

Theeventwasattended by
ChiefSecretary M. Sai Kum-
ar, SportsSecretary Sandeep
Nanduri, Member Secretary
of the Sports Development
Authority of Tamil Nadu
(SDAT) Meghnatha Reddy,
andS.P.Mayilvahanan—who
servesastheJointSecretary of
the SDAT and Special Officer
for the ‘Mission Olympics’
initiative—amongothers.

‘Thirukkural Learning’ for 1,000 College Students
in 23 Languages at Kashi Tamil Sangamam 5.0

NEW DELHI: Aspartof
KashiTamil Sangamam 5.0,
a“Thirukkural Learning’ pr-
ogramwillbe conducted for
1,000 college students from
acrossthecountry, covering23
languages—22Indianlangu-
agesplus English. The Central
Institute of Classical Tamil
(CICT),based in Chennai,
isorganizingthisinitiative.
Under the noble vision of
‘EkBharat Shreshtha Bharat’
(Onelndia, GreatIndia), the
Union Ministry of Education
haspreviously organized four
editions of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam.

Theobjectiveistointeg-
rate India’sancient cultural
traditionsandlinguistiche-
ritage. Inthisseries, thefifth
Kashi Tamil Sangamam is
scheduledtotake placefrom
November 28 to December
12, with “Thirukkural Lea-
rning’ asits central theme.
Aspartofthisevent, 1,000
college students from vari-
ousIndian states will part-
icipatein the ‘“Thirukkural
Learning’ program, which
isbeing facilitated by the
Central Institute of Classi-
cal Tamil (CICT), Chennai.
Selected studentswillundergo

The opemng ceremony ofthe 67th State level
RepublicDay athletic meettook place the day before
yesterday atthe Mahatma Gandhi Sports Stadiumin
Salem.Acontroversy arose during the event—which
was attended by aMinister, the District Collector,andan
MLA—whenthe national flag was found flying upside
down. Takingdepartmental action, the ChiefEduca-
tional Officer, Ellappan, issued an order suspending
the physical educationteacher, John Zamindar,who
had hoisted the nationalflaginaninverted position.

aone&monthtrainingcourse
onthe Thirukkural.

The CICT will provide
astipend 0f310,000to ea-
chparticipating student.
Eligible students willbesel-
ected through coordinating
institutions in each state.
Onceselected, participants
canregister onthe website
www.kts.cict.in—developed
bythe CICT—andstudythe
Thirukkural overthe course
of onemonth.

To fosterinterestin the
Thirukkural, the CICT will
also conductatwo&hour
introductoryonline session.
Furthermore, translations of
the*Thirukkural*—in English
andthe22Indianlanguages
listedinthe Eighth Schedule
ofthe Constitution of India
—havebeenmadeavailable
forstudentsthroughthe “Th-

irukkural Multilingual App!
Speakingtothe*Hindu Tamil
Thisai* newspaper duringa
visitto Delhi, ProfessorR. Ch-
andrasekaran, Director ofthe
Central Institute of Classical
Tamil (CICT), stated, “This
platform hasbeen designed
notonlytoencouragestudents’
interestinlearningbutalsoto
help them grasp thesignific-
anceofthe*Thirukkural*ina
simpleandaccessiblemanner”
Thisinitiative willhelp tra-
nscendlinguistic barriers
to disseminate the ethical
teachings of Thiruvalluvar
andfoster greaterawareness
ofthe *Thirukkural*amo-
ngtheyounger generation.
Opportunitiestoexplorethe
ideascontained in the*Thi-
rukkural*arenowavailable
inEnglishand 22 Indianla-
nguages: Assamese, Bengali,

Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Hindj,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani,
Maithili, Malayalam, Mani-
puri, Marathi, Nepali, Odia,
Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santali, Sin-
dhi, Tamil, Telugu,and Urdu.
Through this,

students fromevery st-
ate can understand the co-
nceptsand ethical princip-
les ofthe *Thirukkural*in
their own mother tongue.
Theobjectiveistosharethe
ethicalwisdom ofthe*Thir-
ukkural*—aworkreveredas
auniversal code of conduc-
t—withadiverseaudience.
Theplatformfeaturesawide
array oflearningresources,
including commentarieson
the*Thirukkural*, versions
insignlanguage,audiobooks,
stories, videos, shortclips, po-
sters,andinteractive games,’
headded.

Clash between two groups
Policeresort toalathi-charge

VIRUTHUNAGAR: In Namaskarit-
han Patti, near Sivakasiin Virudhunagar
district, policeresorted toalathi&charge
followinga clash between two groups.
AgrouphadsetupasoundsysteminNam-
askarithan Patti, near Sivakasi, foran event
marking “Thevar Jayanthi. Another group
opposed this,leading toa confrontation

between the twosides.
Whenthepoliceattemptedtointervene
andstop the clash, individualsatthe scene
threw stonesand wooden clubsatthem.In
response, thepolice carried outalathi&ch-
arge. Asthesituationremainstense,alarge
number of police personnel have been dep-
loyedintheareato maintain security.

*I

The birthanniversaryand ‘GuruPuja’ (commemoratlon day) ofMuthurama-
lingaThevarare observed as an official state eventin Pasumpon, near Kamuthi
in Ramanathapuramdistrict. Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan participatedin
the eventand paidtribute by garlanding the statue of Thevar. Tamil Nadu Gover-
norRajendraVishwanathArlekar also garlanded the statue to pay his respects.
Subsequently, seniorBJPleader Pon. Radhakrishnanalso paid his tributes.

Earbitten oftfin a fight

SAMAYANAL-
LUR: A clash broke
outbetweentwo gro-
ups—ledby23yearold
Sivasankar from Ma-
nnadimangalam and

51&year&old Kamarajfrom Thenur—during
aMarudhuPandiyar commemoration event
in Thenur, stemmingfromalong&standing
enmity. Duringthealtercation, Kamarajsright
earwasbitten off. The policehaveregistered
casesagainst 17 individualsfrombothsides.

M|n|sters N|rmalkumar Rajiv, Madanraja and others paid tribute by
placing garlands on the statue of Muthuramalinga Thevarin Madurai.
Followingthis, the ministers visited the Thevar memorialin Pasumpon, where
theylaid garlands on behalf ofthe governmentto pay theirrespects.

VCKextends support to INDIA-bloc
Nov I rally, Thirumavalavan says workers
from 5southern statesto participate

CHENNAI Viduthalai

Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)
chief Thirumavalavan on
Friday extended support to
the INDIA bloc November 1
megaerrally.

The VCK chiefhas saidthat
partyworkers fromatleast5
southern states are particip-
atinginthe November 1 rally
in Delhi. Therally at Ramlila
Maidanisexpectedto have
atleast 10lakh people attend
atthenewly designatedprotest
site. “The Viduthalai Siruthai-
gal Partywillparticipatein the
protestonthe Ist. Viduthalai
Siruthaigal Party members
from Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
andKarnataka are particip-

"2 ating” Thirumavalavan
 toldreportersat Chennai
~# airport.
The VCK chiefhasalso
| expressedsupportforthepr-
| oposedsocialjusticesurvey,
whichhas been approved
by the Tamil Nadu cabinet
on Thursday. The surveyis
expectedtobe carried out
afterthenational census. The
Commission for conducting
thesocialjustice survey will
beheaded by a retired High
Courtjudgeandisexpected
tobe conductedin February
orMarchof2027.
Minister CTR Nirmal Ku-
martoldreportersin Chennai,
“After the population census
conducted by thecentralgover-
nment, wewillbedoingasocial
statussurvey. Soforthatthere
willbeonecommission will be
formedinwith theheaded by
aretired High Court judge,
headed by retired High Court
judge, onecommission willbe
formed. With that commission,
thesocialstatus surveywill be

conductedmostly after Febr-
uaryorMarch.”

Meanwhile, the Novem-
ber 1 megacrrallyisexpected
to have an attendance of 10
lakh people, which hasraised
apprehensionwithintraders’
bodies over how the area aro-
und Ramlila Maidan will be
restricted, whichwilllead to
businesses beingimpacted.

Thetradebody highlighted
that these hubse~some up to
300yearsoldesupply goods
panéIndiaanddepend on
5,000daily trucks and tempos
arriving from 56 industri-
alareas (including Narela,
Bawana, Okhla, Mayapuri,
Mundka, Udyog Nagar, and
Mangolpuri).

Meanwhile, therallyedu-
bbedthe ‘Chalo Dilli Ramlila
March’ehasbeen called by the
opposition INDIA blocto de-
monstrateagainst allegedvote
tampering. Congressleader
Rahul Gandhiemphasised
thatthemovement transcends
individual partylines.

Hondalndia Foundation Donates 50
Motorcyclesanda Car toTraffic Police

CHENNAT: Police Co-
mmissioner Amal Raj fl-
agged off 50 motorcycles
and one car, donated by the
HondalIndiaFoundationto
the Chennai Traffic Police.
The HondaIndia Foundation
stepped forward to provide
these 50 motorcyclesanda
cartosupporttheemergency
responseoperationsofthe Gr-
eater Chennai Traffic Police.
Thevehicleswereflagged oft
byPolice Commissioner Amal

- ||. m g orters, PoliceCommissioner

Amalrajstated thatthenewly

¥ 3 provided vehicles will be

Rajataneventheldyesterday
morningatthe Rajarathinam
Stadiumin Egmore, Chennai.
Theceremonytookplaceinthe
presence of Prabhu Nagaraj,
Operating OfficeratHonda
Motorcycleand ScooterIndia.
Additional Commissioners
of Police Kapil Kumar C. Sa-
ratkarand Chamundeswari
(Traffic), Joint Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) Pagalavan,
andother police officials were
alsopresent. Speakingtorep-

usedtostreamlinetrafficin
Chennaiand expedite em-
ergencyresponse services.
Inthelast 10 months, 420
peoplediedinroadaccide-
ntsin Chennai; thisyear, the
number of fatalities fromroad
accidentshasdecreased to402.
So far this year, 485,000
cases have beenregister-
ed againstindividuals for
failing to wear helmets.
Most fatalitiesin two&whe-
eleraccidentsoccurbecause
theriders werenotwearing
helmets. Therefore, itisman-
datoryforthosetravelingon
two&wheelerstowearahelmet.
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Indian Navy’s First Training Squadron
Concludes Colombo Visitwith Joint Exercise

COLOMBO: Thelndian '7"
Navy’sFirst TralmngSqu-
adron (1TS),comprising
INS Tir, INS Sujata, and
Indian Coast Guard Ship r
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Touch Temple Land with Patta...
Court Warns of Serious (:onsequences'
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ning. Communityoutreach
effortsincluded Indian Navy
personnel participatingina
< | beachclean&up, promoting
‘ environmentalsustainability.
' Theshipswerealsoopento
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Sarathi, recentlydeparted i

CJP extendssupporttoINDIA bloc rtest
Abhijit Dipke makes announcement

NEW DELHI: The ‘Kar-
appan PoochiJanata Party’
(CJP)hasextendeditssupport
tothe protestorganized by
the INDIA blocin Delhi. CJP
founder Abhijjit Dipke hasis-
sued asignificant statement
regardingthisprotest, whichis
directed againstElection Co-
mmissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
TheINDIAblocissettohold
aprotestat Delhi’s Ramli-
laMaidan on November 1
(Sunday).

Thedemonstrationaims
tochallengethe Special Int-
ensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoralrollsand express
oppositionto Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.
CJP founder Abhijit Dipke
hasvoiced his support for
the protest; however, he did
notclarifywhetherleaders
from his party would share
thestage withtheleadersof
theINDIAbloc. Previously,
the CJPhadstagedaprotest
atJantar Mantar, alleging
irregularitiesinrecruitme-
ntexaminations—anevent
thatsawthe participation of

several Members of Parlia-
mentandleadersfromthe
INDIAbloc, including me-
mbersofthe Congressparty.
Notably, senior Congress
leaders—Rahul Gandhi,
Mallikarjun Kharge, and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra—
did notparticipatein that
earlier protest. Regarding
the upcoming INDIA bloc
demonstration, CJPleader
Abhijit Dipke posted on the
social media platform X:
“Gyanu (Gyanesh Kumar)
mustresign. Our ‘Karappan
PoochiJanata Party’ extends
itssupporttothe INDIA bloc’s
November Istrally. Thenation
comesfirst” JaiBhim, JaiHind’
Gyanesh Kumarhaslostthe
trustrequired toconductfree
andfairelections.
Hisresignationisessential
torestorethecredibilityand
independenceoftheElection
Commission. Thecurrent SIR
(SystematicIdentificationand
Removal) process—which
hasledtothedeletion ofeli-
giblevoters’ namesfromthe
electoralrolls—isa cause for

Lamborghini worth Rs.
employeeinDubai

DUBAI: A prominent
Dubaiérbasedreal estatefirm,
‘Richee Properties, hassurprised
oneofitsfemaleemployees by
giftingheraluxury Lamborg-
hini Urus, valuedat Rs. 4 crore.
Natalia Chaves works asan
agentat Richee Properties. She
hasachieved aremarkablefeat
bysellingpropertiesworthover
$500million (approximatelyRs.
4,750croreinIndian currency)
withinjustthelast two years.
During the company’s 3rd

anniversary celebration, Na-
talia Chaves wasinvited onto
the stageto receivean award
as the ‘Best Employee’for the
year2026.
Asshewasheadingback
to herseat after receivingthe
award, the company’s CEO,
Thaban Uthman, stopped her.
“Natalia, where areyou going?
Doyouthinkit'sover? Wehave
somethingelsetoshowyou,”he
said, and amidstthe applause of
everyoneinthehall, hesurprised

concern. Instead of makingit
easier for citizensto exercise
theirrighttovote, thereisa
growing fearamongthe pub-
licthattheirnamesmightbe
removed from thevoterlist.

Dr.B.R. Ambedkarfought
toensurethateverylndian,
regardless of their social or
economicstatus, possesses
anequalpoliticalvoice. Every
governmentand constitut-
ionalinstitutionisobligat-
ed toupholdthis principle.
TheresponsibilityoftheElecti-
onCommissionistosafeguard
thevotingrightsofeveryelig-
iblecitizen,notto create obs-
taclesintheelectoral process.
Our Constitution grantsthe
righttovotetoeveryadultci-
tizen.Itisourcollective duty
toensurethatnoeligibleciti-

zenisdeprived ofthisright.
Therefore,ithasbeensta-
ted thatthe CJP (Citizens
for Justiceand Peace) will
supportall organizations
fighting for free and fair
electionsin our country.

- Earlier,the CJPhad called

foraproteston October2nd,
demandingtheresignation
of Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. However,
CJPmembers Abhijit Dipke,
Saurav Das,and Ashutosh
Rangawereinterceptedand
stopped before they could
reachtheprotestsitein Delhi.
Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi
hasalsobeenleadingprotests
againstthe SIR procedureand
the Election Commission.
However,hehastempo-
rarily suspended this protest
due to the festive season.
Thenextprotestisscheduled
totakeplaceon November1
atDelhi’s Ramlila Maidan.
Previously,hehadstated that
anyone couldjointhe protest
against the SIR (System of
Internal Regulation/Rules)
procedure.

4 croregifted tofemale

her by giftingher a brande>n-
ew blue Lamborghini Urus.
Videos of this touchingmom-
enthavegoneviralonsocial
mediaplatforms, including

Instagram. “This is proof of

what happens when youwork
exceptionallywellatthe Richkee

company—bigachievements
andbigdreams! Congratulati-
ons, Natalia; youtruly deserve
this,”the companynotedin the
video. Itisworth mentioning
that in Dubai, the price ofa
Lamborghini Urus rangesfr-
om2.3croreto4crorerupees.

Chennai-Bengaluru Expressway: Tender
worth Rs. 614 croreforal4kmstretch

CHENNALI: Anexpre-

sswayisbeingconstructed &2

to connect the cities of
Chennaiand Bengaluru.
Althoughtheprojectwas
announcednearly 14 years
ago, thefoundationstone
waslaid onlyin May2022.

Currently, ittakes5to 7
hourstotravel from Chennai
toBengalurubyroad;the Na-
tional Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) hasstated that
oncetheexpresswaybecomes
operational, thetravel time
willbereducedtothreehours.
The263&kilometer&long
expressway is beingbuilt
atacostof Rs 18,000 cro-
re, with the work divided
into 10 separate packages.
Sofar, constructionhasbeen
completedfor230kilometers.
Within the 263 &kilometer

stretch, the 71 &kllometer ‘

section from Hoskote to Be-
thamangala—located within
the Karnatakaborder—has
been fully completed (100%)
andopenedtotraffic.

Inthe AndhraPradesh
andthe TamilNadu&Andhra
Pradeshborderregions, 90%
oftheworkhasbeen finished.
InTamilNadu, 92 kilometers
outoftheplanned 106 kilo-
metershavebeen complet-
ed. The project wasinitially
scheduled for completion by
March2024,butduetovarious

reasons, itcouldnot
befinished within
theplannedtimefr-
ame. Consequently,
the total project
N costhasincreased
N8 toRs 10,507 cro-
\ re. The remaining
14&kilometerstr-
etchin Tamil Naduisnowset
tobeconstructedatacostof
Rs614crore.
Regardingthis, officials
from the National Highw-
ays Authority of India (N-
HATI) stated the following:
Inthe Chennai-Bengaluru
Expressway project,mostof
theworkin the states of Kar-
natakaand AndhraPradesh
hasalreadybeen completed.
Inthe Tamil Nadusection,
however, the project faced
delays due to challengesin

land acquisition, difficulties
inrelocatinginfrastructur-
e—suchaspowerlinesand
water pipelines—andshort-
comingsintheperformance
of contractorsinvariousareas.
Furthermore,alegal dispute
currentlypendingincourthas
caused delaysinthe compl-
etionofasignificant25&km
stretchbetween Arakkonam
and Kanchipuram. Thisissue
hasnowbeenresolved;the
firstphase, covering 11 km,
hasalreadybeen completed.
Forthenextphase,span-
ning 14km,atenderhasbeen
issuedatacostofI614crore.
A contractorwillbeselected
soonto carryoutthe work.
These remaining tasks will
becompletedand opened for
publicusewithin four months,
theofficialadded.
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productiveportcall.
Thisvisit, which concl-
udedon Thursday, October29,
2026,focusedonstrengthening
maritime cooperationand
enhancinginteroperability
betweenIndiaand SriLanka.
Theportcallfeaturedarange
ofbilateral engagements, in-
cludingtraininginteractions,
communityoutreachactivities,
and professional discussions.

Asignificanthighlightwas the
‘Passage Exercise’ (PASSEX)
conductedatseawith theSri
Lankan Navy ship SLNS Na-
ndimithra,aimedatrefining
operational coordinationbe-
tweenthetwonavies. During
theirstay, the Senior Officer of
theFirst Training Squadron
metwiththe Commander of
the Western Naval Areaofthe

SriLankaNavy, reaﬁirmlngthe
strongbilateralties. Trainees
frombothnaviesengagedin
reciprocalvisits, with Indian
seatraineesvisitingthe Nav-
aland Maritime Academyin
Trincomaleeand SriLankan
cadetstouring the Indian
squadron’sships. Theseinte-
ractionsfostered professional
camaraderieandshared]lear-

: = thepublic,allowinglocals
\ A and theIndian diasporato

learnabouttheIndianNavy’s
operationsand training. This
visitunderscorestheenduring
maritimepartnership between
IndiaandSriLanka,aligning
withthe MAHASAGARvis-
ionforregionalsecurityand
growth. Earlier, thesquadron
hadalso completedasimilar
portcalland PASSEXin Malé,
Maldives.

Glacial Lake Outburstin Bhutan

Red AlertIssued for Darjeelingand
Other Areasin West Bengal

NEW DELHI: Aredalert
hasbeenissuedfor partsof West
Bengalfollowingaglaciallake
outburstinthe Lemthangarea
ofBhutan,whichhastriggered
flooding.

Authorities haveiniti-
ated emergency precautio-
nary measuresinresponse.
Followingtheoutburstatthe
glaciallakeinthe Lemthang
region, waterisflowingthrough
theMo ChhuRivertowardthe
SankoshRiver. Consequently,
residentsinthe Darjeelinghills,
Terai,and Dooarsregionshave
beenadvised toremainvigilant.
RajuBista, the BJP MPforthe
Darjeeling constituency,

urgedresidentslivingin
the catchmentareas ofthe
SankoshRiveranditstribut-
ariestomovetosaferlocations
asaprecautionarymeasure.

WestBengal Minister Nisith [

Pramanikstated, “The State
Disaster Managementteam

hasbeenmobilized,and the 4

National Disaster Response

Force (NDRF)isenroute. Vo- &
lunteershavealsobeenasked %
tobepresentin potentially #8

vulnerableareas”

Thereisgrowingconcern
regardingtheriskofflooding,
asthefloodwatersareexpected
toreachtheplainswithinthe
nextfivetosixhours. Alipur-
duar District Superintendent
of Police Amit Kumar Shah
stated, “Thereisnoneed for
thepublictopanic.

The situation is being
continuously monitoredin
coordination with Bhutan-
eseauthoritiesand various
disaster response agencies.
The State Disaster Response

Force (SDRF) hasalreadybeen
deployedinthearea,andthe
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF)isalsoonitsway

Civil defense person-
nel have been mobilized
to assist with emergency
precautionary measures.
Approximately4,000t0 5,000
peoplehavebeenrelocatedto
saferareas, withschoolbuil-
dingsbeingutilized asrelief
centers. Furthermore, over

6,000 more people are set to
be movedtosaferlocations.
The administration has
ensured the availability
of essential facilities at the
reliefcenters,includingdry
rations, drinking water,and
sanitation facilities.
Whilethespeedofthewater
flowhasdecreasedslightly,a
‘redalert’ remainsineffectdue
tothepotentialriskposed by
theSankoshRiver”

Free Bus Travel Extended to Persons

with Disabilities ,,;un;f;]ﬂ*'“;

CHENNAL Thefreetr-
avel scheme on government
buseshasbeen extended to
personswith disabilities. The
Government of Tamil Nadu
hasissuedagovernmentord-
er(G.O.) providingfinancial
assistance of up to 330,000
forthe purchaseof modern,

Al&basedassistive devices.
Inthe government orders
issued regarding this, So.
Madhumathi, Secretaryofthe
Department for the Welfare
of Differently Abled Persons,
stated thatin Tamil Nadu, all
persons with disabilities—
with a disabilitylevel of40
percentor more—alongwith
oneaccompanying person,
were previously permitted

totravel for free exclusively
onordinarycitybuses. Inthis
context, the facility for free
travelhasnowbeenextended
toincludevariousservices
operated by State Transport
Corporations—specifically,
ordinarycityand townbuses,
expressbuses,low&floorbu-
ses, LSS (Limited Stop Servi-
ce),deluxebuses (excluding
air&conditioned buses), as
wellasordinary&farebuses
operatingin suburbanand
hillyregions.

Personswith disabilities
whowish toavail themselves
ofthisbenefit maytravel on
thesebusesby presenting their
16&digit Unique Disability
ID (UDID) card—issued by

the Government of Tamil
Nadu—tothebusconductor.
AninitialallocationofRs.7.90
crorehasbeen sanctioned for
thisexpansion,andan official
orderhasbeenissued forits
immediateimplementation.
Ithasalsobeenannounced
thatthe governmentwill pro-
videsubsidiesto personswith
disabilities for the purchase of
advanced, modernequipme-
nt—includingdevicesbased
on Artificial Intelligence (AI)
andspecialized prostheticli-
mbsforsports—tohelpthem
leadindependentlives.

Financial assistance will

beprovided,amountingto 50
percentofthetotal costofthe
equipmentoramaximum of
Rs.30,000—whicheverislower.
Personswith disabilities who
wishtobenefitfromthissch-
ememayobtainarecomme-
ndationfromagovernment
doctor, purchasetherequired
equipment, and submitan
application—alongwith the
necessarydocuments—tothe
District Welfare Officefor Pe-
rsons with Disabilities within
60daysofthepurchase. This
isasstated therein.

Interim Ban on Broadcasting Obscene
Advertisements on Television

MADURAI:Inacasese-
ekingabanonthebroadcast
ofindecent programs and
obsceneadvertisementson
television—andrequesting

thatsuch contentbe subjec-

ted to pre&censorship—the
Madurai Bench ofthe High
Courthasdirected the Cen-
tral Government to clarify
whether any existing gui-
dehnes govern this matter.

IS |

|

Duringthe district&level swimming competitions

held (Oct29) atthe Madurai Race Course grounds,
brokentilesinthe swimming pool cutthe feetofthe
participants, causingthemtobleed.

InaPublicInterestLitigation
(PIL) filed by Sahadevaraja
fromRajapalayam, it wasar-
guedthattelevision channels
frequentlyfeature unnecess-
ary, semi&obscene contentin
advertisementsfor products
suchascondoms, male&po-
tencyenhancers,icecreams,
perfumes,andinnerwear.
Thepetitioner contended
thatbroadcasting such mate-
rial without prior censorship
isdetrimental toa civilized
society. Henoted thatthese
obscenevisualsleaveanim-
pactonchildren, potentially
leading them toward sexual
offensesoractsofviolence.
The petitioner requested
abanonthebroadcastofind-
ecentprogramsandobscene
advertisements, urged thatall

advertisementsbesubjected to
pre&censorship,and called for
actionagainst television cha-
nnelsthatviolatethesenorms.
In2020,adivisionbench of
twojudgesissued aninter-
imorder,imposingabanon
thebroadcast ofindecent
programsand obscenead-
vertisements on television.
Duringahearingyesterday,
adivisionbench comprising
Justices P. Velmurugan and
K.K.Ramakrishnandirected
the Central Government’s
counsel toobtaininformat-
ionfromtheSecretaryofthe
UnionMinistryof Information
and Broadcastingregarding
theexistence ofanyrelevant
guidelines, and to present
these detailsto the courtby
November 19.
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