Ours bank with

Newindia

FLASH

ENGLISH NEWS DAILY

Informing, Inspiring, Innovating

College House

New College dfouse

(A Heritage FHotel)

t-\mil: ooy hoasr mmdwy yabsncein

Anmameenakshi et et (Veg )

2342971 (3 Lines)
4372900 (4 Lines)
99526 02900
YSH6Y K490

2. Town Hall Road,
Madural-625 (1.

CHENNAI Edition sVOL03= Issue197 Local 02.11.2026 OutStation03.11.2026 Price Rs.3/ Email: newindiaflash@gmail.com

PUDUKOTTALI: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijayis
onavisitto the Pudukkottai
districttoday. For thispurpose,
hetraveled from Chennaito
Trichybyflight thismorning.
Uponthearrival ofhisflightat
the Trichy Airport, he proce-
eded to Pudukkottaibyroad.
Atthe Trichy Airport, dis-
trict office&bearers of the
TVK (Tamizhaga Vettri
Kazhagam) welcomed Chief
Minister Vijay.

Hethentraveled byroa-
d—adistance ofapproxim-
ately 49 km—from Trichy
to Pudukkottai. Alongthe
route, party cadresand the
general public gathered on

Pudukkottai:NewBus Stand
BuiltataCostofRs.23.25Crore

Inaugurated by Chief Minister Vijay

bothsides oftheroadtogive
the Chief Minister an enth-

usiastic welcome. Subsequ-
ently, Chief Minister Vijay
arrived at the Pudukkottai

Collector’s Office,wherehe |

wasaccorded a ceremonial
guard ofhonor by the police.
Minister Parvez welcomed
himby presentingabouquet.
MDMKMP Durai Vaikoand
Congress MP Jothimanialso
welcomed the Chief Minister
by presentinghimwith books.
Atthe Collector’s Office,
an exhibition showcasing

“Business boomed”: Jairam Ramesh hits back at
BJPoversaIe Ioss clalms duringINDIAblocrally

NEW DELHI Senlor
Congressleader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Mondaylaunched
ascathingattackonthe BJP,
claimingthattherulingparty’s
“propagandahasbeen pun-
ctured” after the opposition
INDIA Blocsanti&CECrally
inthe national capital.

He claimed thattheev-
entboosted sales forlocal
businesses.InapostonX,
Rameshalleged thatthe BJP
wasspreadingfearoflossesto
tradersand market shutdo-
wnstodefametherallywhile
discouraging people from
comingtothenational capi-
tal. Hesaiditwas obviousthat
peoplearriving fromacross
the countrywould also shop.

“Everybusiness operat-
ingin Delhiwould benefit,
directlyorindirectly; hesaid.
Healleged thatthis “falseand
irrational smear campaign” was
aimedatdivertingattention
fromtheissuesof “vote theft”
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and to “save’ Chlef Electlon
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar. “Buttheexactopposite
happened,”hesaid.
“ThepeopleofDelhiand
thosewho camefromacross
the countryrespondedtothis
smear campaignintheirown
way.InresponsetoRahul Ga-
ndhijisappeal, people went
shoppingin Delhi’s markets.
Shopsinthewholesalemark-
etsof Old Delhiopened,and
businessboomed. Ontop of
that, peopleboughtgoodsin
abundancefromsmallshopk-
eepersandstreetvendorstoo.
Newspaper reportsthemselves
areexposingthefalsehood of
thisfakenarrative,” hesaid,
citingamediareport. Thank-
ingtraders,shopkeepersand
Delhiresidents, Rameshsaid
theyhad “embracedthisappeal
andstood withlocalbusiness
alongside democratic protest”
“TheBJP should understand
thatthevoiceof democracy

cannotbesu-

 ppressed by

fearorsmear

y‘ s campaigns;’

\ hesaid. Taki-
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B | andthe BJP,

' Rameshsaid

thecountry’s

peoplehad been watching

their “antics” for 12 years

and werenolonger “falling

for theirtricks”. “The public

will protecttherighttovote,

carryonwith business,and

demandaccountability too.

Vote thief, step down from
power!” hesaid.

The Congressleader’ssta-
tements contrast with claims
madebythe Chamberof Trade
&Industry (CTI). CTIChair-
man Brijesh Goyalon Sunday
stated that Delhistradingse-
ctorsuffered an estimatedloss
0fRs10,000&11,000croredue
todisruptionscaused by the
INDIA blocrallyatRamlila
Maidan. Goyalsaidaround
20to25major marketsinthe
vicinity oftherallyvenue were
affected, withapproximately
2.5lakh shopsremainingcl-
osedoutofthenearly three
lakh shopsinthese markets.
Earlier, Union Home Mi-

nister Amit Shah flagged the
timing of therally, pointing
outhowtheoppositionturned
ablindeyetothebusinessco-
mmunityahead ofthefestive
season. “Tradersin Delhipl-
eaded with them, explaining
thattheyhave onlyoneweekin
theentireyear when thebulk
oftheirbusinesstakesplace.
‘Ifwestockup onsweetsand
theydon’tsell, whathappens?
Wesufferaloss. Ifwestockup
onfirecrackersandtheydon't
sell, whathappens? Wesuffera
loss..” Shahsaid.“Thetraders
held press conferences&&not
once,butthree times&&wrote
letters,andimplored themto
hold theirrallyafter Diwali.
Butno&theyinsisted onho-
ldingtheirrallyon thatvery
day&thesame darkdaywhen
theanti&Sikhriots, the Sikh
massacre, took place,” the
Home Minister remarked.

Priortotherally, Leader of
the OppositioninLok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhihadaccusedthe
BJP of “forcibly shuttingdown”
shopsinDelhi’s Connaught
Placeandinflictingfinancial
lossesonlocal tradersahead
ofthemegarally. Inaposton
X, Gandhi claimed that peo-
pleparticipatingin theevent
wereurged tosupportlocal
markets, but found comm-
ercial establishments closed
uponarrival.

Raging Forest Firesin Kashmir
Hundreds of Acres Destroyed

SRINAGAR: A massive
forestfirehasbeenragingac-
ross the forests of Kashmir for
the past two days, destroying
hundredsofacresofwoodland.
Anunprecedentedandin-
tense forest fire has broken

outalongtheborder
areasof the Kishtwar
and Dodadistrictsin
Jammuand Kashmir.
Theblaze, whichhas
8 beenburning fiercely
" forthelasttwo days,

hasscorchedand de-
stroyed hundreds ofacres of
forestinthe Trapshalla, Lithar,
and Tralregions.

The primary cause of this
infernoisbelievedtobethe
severe, dryweather conditio-

nsprevailingin the Kashmir
Valley, compoundedbya pr-
olongedlack of rainfall. With
lowhumiditylevels, the fire
isspreadingrapidly toward
nearby mountain villages.
Thick plumes of black
smokeand towering flames,
visiblefromagreatdistance,
have sparked widespread panic
amongthelocal population.
Uponreceivingreportsofthe
fire, forestdepartment offi-
cials, fire services,andlocal

rescue teams rushed to the
sceneand areworkingona
war footing to extinguish the
flames. However, the steep,
rugged terrain and strong
windsare posingsignificant
challengesto containment
efforts.

Thereare fears thatwild-
life mayhaveperishedinthe
blaze,and authoritieshave
issued a stern warning for
the publictoavoid entering
theforestareas.

traditional crop varieties
“and stalls featuring self&-
| employment venturesrun

i | by women’s self&help gro-

upshadbeen setup. Chief
Minister Vijay visited these
exhibitsandinteracted with
the farmers present there.
Following this, Chief Minister
Vijayarrived at the Pudukko-
ttai Collector’s Office, where
hewasaccordedaceremonial
guard ofhonor by the police.

Minister Parvez welc-
omed him by presentinga
bouquet. MDMKMP Durai

Vaiko and Congress MP...
Jothimaniand others welco-
med Chief Minister Vijay by
presentinghimwith books.
Atthe Collector’s office, an
exhibition of traditional crop
varietiesand stallsshowcasing
self&employment ventures
run by women’s self&help
groupsweresetup.
ChiefMinister Vijay visi-
ted these exhibitsandintera-
ctedwith thefarmers present.
Followingthis, Chief Minister
Vijayinauguratedanewbus
terminal on Sathyamurthy

Road, whichwasreconstruc-
tedatacostofRs.23.25crore.
The foundation stone for the
projectwaslaidin 2024 duri-
ngthe DMK administration,
andthefacilityhasnowbeen
completedand opened for use.
After theinauguration, the
ChiefMinisterinspected the
amenities provided for pas-
sengers,includingdrinking
water facilities, restrooms, a
nursing room for mothers,
and waitingareas.
Ministers Anand and
Parvez,alongwith Members
of Parliament Durai Vaiko,
NavasKani, and Jothimani,
were presentduring thein-
auguration ceremony.

InPudukkottai, the Chief Ministerlaid the foundation stonefor new projectsworthRs. 100 crore andinau-
gurated projects thathave been completed. Following this, he distributed welfare assistance—includingfree
housing site pattas, sewing machines, bankloan support, tractors, agriculturalimplements, and educational
loans—to 104 beneficiaries.

3 Day Police Custody for Anbil Mahesh: Special
Anti- Corruptlon Court Grants Permlssmn

CHENNALI: The Special
Anti&Corruption Courtin
Chennaihasgranted perm-

ission forthe policetotake #=

former DMK minister Anbil e

Maheshinto custodyforthree

daysforinterrogation. This 3

followsacasefiled againsthim

forallegedlycollectingupto

Rs.400crore—undertheguise

of “party funds”—inexcha- §&8

nge for granting permanent
recognition to privateschools
during the DMK’s tenure.
AnbilMahesh wasarrested
in connectionwith this case
andis currentlylodged in
Puzhal Prison. The Central
Crime Branch (CCB) police
hadfiled apetition with the
Special Anti&Corruption
Court, seeking five days of
police custodytointerrog-
atehim.

Thepetition came up for
hearingbefore JudgeL.S. Sa-
thyamurthy. After hearing
arguments from both the
prosecutionand the defe-
nse, thejudge delivered his
ordertoday.

Intheruling, thejudge
stated, “Permissionis grant-
edtotake Anbil Maheshinto
police custodyfor threedays,

starting from 1:00 PM today
until the4th, for the purpose
ofinterrogation. Hemustnot
besubjected toany physical
ormentalharassment.
While hislawyer may
be present, they mustre-
main at a distance from
which they cannot over-
hear the interrogation.”
Furthermore, thehearing
for Anbil Mahesh’s bail ap-
plication and his petition
seekingthereturn ofseized
electronicdeviceshasbeen
adjournedto November 5th.
Previously,arguments from
both sides were presented
in courton October 30th.
Representing Anbil Mahe-
sh, Senior Advocate Abudu
Kumar Rajarathinam and
AdvocateRichardson Wilson

argued that, despitea court
ordergrantinghim ‘ClassT’
statusin prison, Anbil Ma-
heshwasnotprovided with
appropriatefood;instead, he
was served the same *chap-
atis* givento otherinmates.
Asaresult,hehaslostbetween
2to4kilogramsin weight.
They further stated that
Anbil Maheshhasdulyan-
swered all questions posed
by the police,and thatthey
remainreadyto provideany
additionaldocumentsreq-
uired for theinvestigation.
Regarding the granting of
recognition to private sch-
ools, Anbil Mahesh—inhis
capacityas Minister—along
with officials from the Ed-
ucation Department, had
participatedinameeting.

=9 Since the Kumbakon-
amschoolfiretragedy,
permanentrecogniti-
- onisnolongergrant-
- edtoanyinstitution.
However, representa-
o tives of private school
managementshadre-
quested thattherecog-
nitionrenewal process
—previouslyrequired
everythreeyears—be
extendedtoa20&year
cycle. A government order
wasissued onlyafter consult-
ationswereheld between the
privateschool managements
andtherelevantofficials. The
governmentorder,based on
which the police have now
arrested Anbil Mahesh, re-
mainsin force even today.
Why have the police—who
arrested Anbil Mahesh on
chargesofacceptingbribes
amounting to crores—not
yetarrested those who paid
thebribes? Furthermore,
whyhavetheveryindividu-
alswhopaidthebribesbeen
includedaswitnessesin this
case? Anbil Maheshisnot
goingto flee or gointo hid-
ing. This casehasbeenfiled
entirelyfor political reasons.
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People should contribute to Tamil Nadu's

Youwillrecover items that were pledged or

__,f',imortgaged atthebank. Youwill gainrespectand
esteem through your spouse’s side of the family.
Your enthusiasm and personal appearance will

improve. Inbusiness, youwilladopt new strategies

to generate profits.

You will enhance the basicamenitiesand| .-
comfortsof your household. You will fulfilla
long-standing prayer or vow. You will receive
greater supportfromyour neighbors. Youmay

e

replaceolditems or possessions. Be careful not
tospeak harshly or dismissively toanyone.

Youwillfind joyinreminiscingabout pleasantevents

| | fromthepast. Misunderstandings betweenyou
. andyourspousewill fade, giving wayto greater
harmony. Expensesrelated to vehicles will
decrease. Youwillbeableto curbunnecessary

travel, runningaround, and wasteful spending.

Practice compromise within your family. While you
may experiencesome runningaround or E
physical exertion, it will also bring gains. Old
issues may resurface. Youmight encounter
fleeting fears or worries. Exercise cautionin
your professional and business dealings.

Family members willlisten toand followyour
advice. Along-pendinglegal matter will takea
favorableturn. Otherswillbenefitbecause of you.
Youwilltaketheleadin organizingeventsata

friend’shome.

Youwill purchase modern electronicor
electrical appliances. Youwillreceive help
whenever youaskforit. Youwill payheed to
the words of your family members. Neighbors 7
will extend ahand of friendship. Youwill ]
provide assistance to those who cometo you seeking help.

Your home willbecomelively with thearrival of relatives
andfriends from outoftown. Aninflux of moneywilllead to

increased savings. Together with your family, you
will fulfilllong-standing vows or prayers. Old,

complicated issues willberesolved.

Youwillfeel energized byanewfriendship. Youwill

replaceolditemsinyourhousehold. Yourinterestinspiritual
matters will grow. Property-related disputes that
hadbeendraggingonwillbesettledamicably. ¥
Unnecessaryrunningaround willdecrease.

Hidden talents within youwillemerge. You will benefit
through your siblings. Marriage-related discussions will

hm
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conclude smoothly. Youwill receive good news

fromyour spouse’s side of the family. Your
children willbringyouincreased

Do notmakeanypromises or commitmentsto
others. Evenifsudden expensesarise, youwillbe
ableto manage them. Payattention toyour parents’
health. Curbunnecessaryanger. Youwill
developaninterestin spiritual matters.

respectandstatus.

By speaking tactfully, you will be able to

 accomplish even difficult tasks. Your children
| willact responsibly. You will visit sacred places
youhavelongwished tosee. Youwillreconnect
with childhood friends.

Your standingamong your maternal relatives will rise.
Your homewillbecomelivelywith auspicious
eventsand thearrival of guests. Buyingor selling
propertywill prove profitable. Inbusiness, you
willbeabletorecoverlong-pendingdues.

Thiruvarur: Duetothecoolweathercondltlons
migratory birds from abroad are flocking to the Muth-
upetmangrove forest. Tourists are enjoying the sight

ofthesebirds.

development: Governor R.N. Arlekar scaII

CHENNATI: Tamil Nadu
Governor Rajendra Vishw-
anath Arlekar has urgedthe
publicnottolimit their civic
participationtomerely cast-
ingvotesinelections, butalso
to contribute actively to the
development of Tamil Nadu.
“Tamil Nadu Day’was celeb-
ratedwith great enthusiasm
yesterday at the Raj Bhavan
in Guindy, Chennai. Theevent
wasinaugurated by Tamil Nadu
GovernorRajendra Vishwanath
ArlekarandISRO Chairmans.
Somanath (Narayanan), who
litthe ceremoniallamp.

Theeventwasattended by
several dignitaries, including
Suresh Babu, Director ofthe
MadrasInstituteof Developm-
entStudies, and ISROscientist
Veeramuthuvel. Sixindividuals
werehonoredwithawards for
their significant contributionsto
variousfields, includingsocial

development, education, healt-
hcare, science, andtheeconomy.
Amongtherecipients, A.V.

Dharmakrishnan, CEO of |

Ramco Cements, received an
awardfromthe Governor for
hisoutstandingserviceinthe
industrialsector.
Dharmakrishnanreceived
it. Speakingat theevent, ISRO
ChairmanNarayanansaid, “As
we celebratethe 70thanniver-
saryoftheformation of Tamil
Nadu, wemust reflect on the
state’s progress. A revolution
hastakenplaceintheeducation
sector, withtheliteracyraterising
from25percentto85percent.
Similarly, Tamil Nadu has
emerged as a leading state
across various industrial se-
ctors, includingautomobiles,
leather goods, andelectronics.
India, which beganits space
journeybyprocuringrockets
fromthe United States, hasnow
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Bl
growntothepointwhereitcan
commerciallylaunchsatellites
weighingupto6,000kilograms.
Theprogressachieved by both
Indiaand Tamil Nadu across
variousfieldsistheresult of the
hardworkand contributionsof
manygenerations.” Following
this, Governor Rajendra Vis-
hwanath Arlekar remarked,
“I'take prideinservingasthe

Governorof Tamil Nadu.

Thisstatepossessesallthe
necessarycap abilitiesandre-
sources. Therefore, thepower
todrivethestate’sdevelopment
forwardlieswithinitsownpe-
ople.” Announcingfreebiesand
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welfare schemes for political
reasons has become atrend.
Securingvotes by promising
freegoodstothepublicshould
notbethesoleobjective.

Furthermore, the public’s
contributiontodevelopment
shouldnotendmerelywith cas-
tingavoteinanelection People
shouldparticipatedirectlyand
actively inthe nation’s admi-
nistration and development
initiatives. The involvement
of society andtheactive par-
ticipation of the peoplein the
government’s functions are
essential.

Thisiswhat hestated.

40 Luxury Properties,Rs.1.8 CroreinRentalIncome
Rajasthan|AS-IPS CoupleUnderlntenseInvestlgatlon

JAIPUR: A Rajasthan&-
based IAS&IPS couple has
acquired40luxuryproperties,
generatinganannualrental
incomeofRs. 1.8 crore. The
Anti&Corruption Bureau (A-
CB)iscurrentlyconductingan
intensiveinvestigationintothe
coupleregardingtheseassets.
Shikhar Agarwal (56),asenior
IAS officer from Rajasthan,
andhiswife, Prashaka Mathur
(57)—asenior IPSofficerin
thesamestate—bothholdkey
positionswithin the Rajasthan
government. Between 2023
and March of this year, the
couple purchased 40luxury
propertiesin Udaipurand
Alwar,valuedatRs.6.16crore.

Udaipurand Alwarare
hometohistoricpalacesthat
attracthundredsofthousan-
dsoftouristsfromacrossthe

globeeveryyear. Leveraging
this, the IAS&IPS couplehas
rented outthese 40 luxury
properties.

Through this, theyea-
rnanannualincome of Rs
1.8 crore. Followingrecent
mediareportsregarding
theseluxuryhomes, both
individuals were suspend-
edonthe29th ofthismonth.

TheRajasthan Anti&Co-
rruption Bureauis currently
conductinganintensivein-
vestigationinto the matter.
Accordingto police sources,
IAS officer Shikhar Agarwal
and IPS officer Prashakha
Mathur—amarried couple
—purchased40luxuryvillas
fromaRajasthan&based firm,
‘Goyal Fashions, over the past
fewyears. Theysubsequently
leased all40 propertiesback

tothesamefirm. Inreturn,
the firm pays the couplea
monthlyrentofRs1.8crore.
The40luxuryhomesarere-
gistered in the names of the
husband, wife, and their two

sons.
Whilethe propertyregi-
strationdocumentsstate the
totalvalue of thesehomesto
beRs6.16crore, itisbelieved
thattheiractual marketvalue
issignificantly higher.
Itisalleged thatthe JAS&-
IPS couple extended various

favorstothe
privatefirmfr-
omwhichthey
purchasedthe
properties.In
particular, the
8 classification
ofvariousla-
ndparcelshas
beenaltered.
LastJanuary, theIAS officer
submitted alistofhisassets
tothegovernment,inwhich
hedeclared the ownership of
14 properties.

Hiswife,an IPS officer
named Prashaka Mathur,
stated thatsheheldnoassets
inhername. However, ithas
nowcometolight—according
tosources—thatthe couple
hadillicitlyacquired 401lux-
urypropertiesin prominent
touristdestinations.

System for booking and obtaining medicinesvia
‘Nalam Al app to beintroduced soon-Minister Arunraj

CHENNALI: Health Mi-
nister Arunrajhasannoun-
cedthatasystemwillsoon
beintroduced, allowing
patientstobookand obtain
medicinesthroughthe ‘Na-
lam AT’ app, therebyelimin-
atingtheneedforlongwaits
atgovernment hospitals.
Tamil Nadu Health Mini-
ster Arunrajtraveled from
Chennaito Trichy by flight
yesterday.

Speakingtoreporters
atthe Chennaiairport pr-
iortohis departure, he st-
ated that the dengue fever
situation in Tamil Naduis

Quad Crucial for Stable Indo- Pacific,
Says Australian Envoy

AUSTRALIA: The Qua-
drilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad)isvitalfor fosteringa
stronger, moreprosperous, and
secureIndoe~Pacific
region, emphasized
Australian High Co-
mmissionertoIndia,
Philip Green. He high-
lightedthat Australia,
India, Japan, andthe
United States areact-
ively collaboratingon
economicopportun-
ities and challenges pertinent
totheregion.

Inarecent meetingin Atl-
anta, Quadforeign ministers,
including India’s External
Affairs MinisterS. Jaishankar,
reaffirmedtheir dedication to
afreeandopenIndo&Pacific.
They stressed theimportance

ofeconomicsecurityforglo- keymaritimerouteslike the
balstability and prosperity, Straitof Hormuzandthe Red
committingtorobustandtra- Sea. Theyalsorecognizedthe
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andresilient infrastructure.
Concerns were also raised
regarding economic coercion,
arbitrary exportrestrictions,
and nonémarket practices
thatdisrupt criticalindustries.
Theministersunderscoredthe
necessity of protectingnaviga-
tionalrightsandfreedomsin
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nsparent globalsupply chains  significanceof Super Intelligence

am (SI) andinitiatives
like Pax Silicafor
futureeconomic
growth, pledging
over $85 million
inaid for trusted
Slaccessacross
theIndod~Pacific.
A strong stance
was taken against
onlineandcyberscams, witha
commitmentto dismantlecr-
iminal operations defrauding
citizens of billions annually.
The Quad also acknowledged
Indiasleadingrolein disaster
response, particularlyitsass-
istanceto Nepalduringrecent

flash floods.

Rk
currently under control

Mosquito eradication efforts
arebeingcarried outinten-
sively. Arrangements have
beenmadeinallgovernment
hospitalsto monitor patients
sufferingfromfeverandtotake

immediateaction. Adequate
stocksof medicinesarealso
keptready.
Therehavebeen com-
plaintsregardinglong wait
times for obtaining medici-
nesatgovernmenthospitals.
Typically,alarge number of
patientsarrivebetween 8:00
AMand10:00 AMto collect
theirmedications,leadingto
overcrowdingand extended
waiting periods. Measures
arebeingtakentoaddress
thisissue; specifically, we
have developed anewapp-
lication called “Nalam AI”
Through thisapp, users can

pre&bookaspecifictimesl-
ottocollecttheirmedicines.
This will preventlarge cr-
owds from gatheringallat
once and help avoid dela-
ys. Users can simply arrive
attheir scheduled time to
collect their medications.
Thissystemissettobeimpl-
ementedsoon.

A proposaltoupgrade
the Tambaram Governm-
ent Hospital into amedical
collegehospitalis currently
under consideration. This
willbeformallyannounced
following consultationswith
the Chief Minister, hestated.

Arrangements made to operate
electric vehlclesthroughoutthe city

MADURAI: The Mad-
uraiCorporationadminis-
trationhasbegunintensive
workon preparingafive&-
yearaction planforelectric
vehicles (EVs). Asafirst
step, chargingstationsare
settobeestablished atkey
locationsacrossthecity.
Maduraiisoneofthesixcit-
iesselectedunderthe Tamil
NaduElectric Vehicle Pol-
icy2023. Tofacilitatethis,a
‘City Electric Vehicle Cell
wasestablishedlast Febru-
ary,headedbythe Corpor-
ation Commissioner.

The Corporationad-
ministrationis currently
consulting with officials
fromvariousdepartmen-
ts—including Transport,
Highways,and the Polluti-

on Control Board—to
draftthefive&year EV
action plan.
Aworkshopwas
heldtoraiseawaren-
essonthisinitiative.
Speakingattheevent,
Corporation Comm-
issioner GauravKu-
mar stated, “Thefuture for
Maduraicitybeginsnow.
A coordinated effortfrom
allstakeholdersisessential
forthetransitiontoelectric
vehicle&based transport.
Headded, “The Corpo-
rationitselfwillundertake
thetaskof developingthe
infrastructure for charging
stationsatsuitable public
locationswithin thecity. It
iscrucialforalldepartm-
entstoworkinunisonto

facilitate the adoptlon of
electricvehiclesthrougho-
utMadurai”

Itisnecessarytoassess
theimpactofcharging
stationsand thebroader
EVinfrastructure,andto
commenceworkwithacl-
eartimeline. Thisinitiative
isexpectedto contributeto
thestate government’sam-
bitious goal of establishing
20,000 chargingstations
across TamilNadu
by2031.
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PRISONBREAKS: WHOIS
GUARDING THE GUARDS?
SecurityUnder Fire! Prison
Reforms Can No LongerWalt'

Recent reports of prisoners escaping
from Puzhal Central Prison in Chennai
and Theni Prison have raised serious co-
ncerns over the security of Tamil Nadu’s
correctional institutions.

Two inmates reportedly escaped from
Puzhal Prison, while 17 prisoners all-
egedly fled fromTheni Prison. ATthough
they were subsequently apprehended,
these incidents exposeworrying quest-
ions about prison surveillance, admin-
istrative accountability and security
preparedness.

Suspending prison personnel or tran-
sferring seniorofficials alone cannot
provide a permanent solution. Allegations
of corruption, the smuggling of mobile
phones and narcotics, and shortages of
prison staff demand urgent investiga-
tion and corrective action.

With thousands of inmates housed acr-
oss Tamil Nadu’s prisons, the government
must strengthen security infrastructu-
re, recruit adequate personnel, improve
surveillance and ensure transparent
administration.

Prisons must serve as institutions of
justice and rehabilitation, not centres
of illegal activities oradministrative
negligence.

The real questionis not how escaped
prisoners were caught, but how they ma-
naged to escape in the first place.

Strong prisonwalls mean nothingwi-
thout honest administration and effe-
ctive supervision!

— Editor, Maduraii Many

Sudden Hikein Golden Chario
Feeat Palani Murugan Temple
toRs.2,500; Devotees Shocked

PALANI: Thesuddenincreasein thefeeforthe ‘Go-
lden Chariot’ (Thanga Ratham) procession at the Palani
Murugan Temple—from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 2,500—has
comeasashocktodevotees.

Atthe Dhandayuthapani Swamy Temple in Palani, Di-
ndiguldistrict,a Golden Chariot procession takes place
everyeveningat7:00 PM. By payingRs. 2,000, three
individualsare permitted to pull the Golden Chariot,
andfive peopleare granted ‘special darshan’ (priority
viewing ofthe deity).

Devotees who participatein pulling the chariotare
alsoprovided with aspecial ‘prasadam’ (consecrated
offering) package. Onregular days,between 50 and 100
devoteesparticipate, while on special occasions, the
number rangesfrom 200 to 400. The fee for this ritu-
alhadremained unchangedfor 15years, since2011.
Citingrising costs, the need to ensure the quality of the
‘prasadam’ provided to participants, and the necessity
of preventing financiallossto the temple, the temple ad-
ministration proposed increasing the fee from Rs. 2,000
toRs.2,500.

Theyhad sought feedback from devoteesregarding
thisproposallastJuly.

Despite objectionsraised by many, the fee was suddenly
increased toRs. 2,500, effective yesterday (November
1). The prices of ‘prasadam’ items have alsobeenraised
asofyesterday. While the temple administration had
issued anadvance noticeregarding the price hike for
‘prasadam’, no such announcement was made concern-
ingtheincreaseinthe Golden Chariotfee. Consequent-
ly,thissudden hike hascomeasasurprise,and devotees
arenow calling fortheincrease tobewithdrawn.
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Traditional Attire Day’ to eobservedoncea
weekingovernment offices, with employees
encouraged towear *veshti* and shirt
Announcementalsomaderegardingthe establishment

ofa ‘Tamil Sangam'withthe CMasits president

CHENNAI: Minister
RajMohanannounced that
a ‘Traditional Attire Day’
willbe observed onceaweek
in government offices,and
thata “Tamil Sangam’ willbe
established underthelead-
ership ofthe ChiefMinister.
The “TamilNaduDay’ (Tamil
NaduNaal) celebration, org-
anizedbythe Department of
Tamil Developmentand Inf-
ormation, washeld yesterday
atthe Government Museum
inEgmore, Chennai.

Theeventwasattended by
MinistersN. Anand, Adhav
Arjuna,RajMohan, Vanniar-
asu,and Vijayalakshmi,aswell
asPushpavanam Kuppusamy,
President ofthe EyalIsai Na-
taka Mandram (Council for
Literature, Music,and Drama).
Duringtheevent,agovernment
order (G.O.) waspresented,
announcinganincreaseinthe
financialassistance provided
tothe ‘borderguardians’ (*ellai
kaavalargal*)—thosewhofo-
ughttoprotecttheboundaries
of TamilNaduduringtheling-
uisticreorganization of states.
Furthermore, “Tamil Sem-

mal’ (Excellence in Tamil)
awards were presented to
Tamilscholarswhohave co-
ntributedsignificantlytothe
growthandadvancementof
the Tamillanguage. Speaking
ontheoccasion, Minister Raj
Mohannoted, “The ChiefMi-
nisterhimselfwearsa *pattu
veshti* (silk *veshti*) and shirt
toworkonedayeveryweek”

Similarly,Irequested the
Chief Minister to take steps
toensurethatministersand
governmentofficials—atthe
Secretariatandall other gov-
ernment officesacross Tamil
Nadu—weara*veti* (dhoti)
andshirtononedayeachweek.
Recognizingthatwearinga
*veti*and shirthonors Ta-
mil traditionand supports
thelivelihoods of weave-
rs, the Chief Minister has
issued orders to make the
necessaryarrangements.
Accordingly,undertheaegis
ofthe Tamil Developme-
ntDepartment, a “Tradit-
ional Attire Day” willnow
be observed once a week
inall government offices.
Furthermore,a “Tamil Sangany

(Tamil Association/Coun-
cil) willbe established atthe
Secretariat. Existing Tamil
associations willbeintegra-
ted, with the Chief Minister
himselfservingasthehead
ofthisbody.
Effortswillalsobemade
torevivethe World Tamil Co-
nference,beginningin Tamil
Naduandextendingglobally.
Additionally, variouscompe-
titionswillbeheldinschools
underthetheme, “Speaking
Tamilisourverylifeblood”
Hestated thiswhilesharing
thesedetails. Speakingat the
event, Minister Adhav Arjuna
stated thataseparateflagfor
Tamil Nadu—onethatrefle-
ctsthegreatness of the Tamil
languageand theidentity of
thestate—shouldbecreated,
tobedisplayedalongsidethe
nationalflag.
Hefurtherassertedthat
whenitcomesto TamilNadu
and Tamil culture, they wo-
uldremain steadfastin their
principles—no matter what
formofhegemonyisimposed
from Delhi—even ifitcosts
themtheirlives.

6 Indian tourists stranded by heavy
snowtallin Nepal rescued sately

NEPAL: Six Indian tou-
ristswho werestranded due
to heavysnowfallin the Shey
Phoksundo National Park area
of Nepal wererescued safely
today. Thegroup, consisting
of2women and 4 men, had
been cut off from the outsi-
deworld sincethe Ist of this
month due to the snowfall.
Binaya Singh, aspokesperson
forthe Dolpa District Police
Office, stated that they were
rescued this morningviaa
privatehelicopter.

Thesixindividuals have
been admitted to the gove-
rnment hospital in Dunai,
Dolpa district, for medical
treatment. Police reported
that their condition s stable.
Thelndian tourists had trave-
ledtothe ‘Do’ area—locatedin
Ward8 ofthe Shey Phoksundo
Rural Municipality, appro-

ximately 300 km northwest
of Kathmandu—where they
became trapped following
heavysnowfall.
Anattempttorescuethem
usingan army helicopter was
made yesterday, but the ope-
ration hadto beabandoned
aspoor weather conditions
preventedthe helicopter from
landing. Local authoritieshad
previously issued warnings
that theareawas experiencing
severesnowfalland wasunsafe
tovisit; however, it isreported
thatthe Indian tourists proce-
eded despitethese warnings.
Furthermore, Nepalese media

havereportedthat the Indian
touristsentered the Upper Do-
Iparegionwithout obtaining
thenecessary administrative
permits. Bothlocalauthorit-
iesandresidentshadadvised
tourists against traveling to
these mountainousregions,
citingtherisks posed by ad-
verseweather and persistent
snowfall. Thisisnotthe first
timethat tourists have beco-
metrappedinsnowfallinthe
Himalayan regions of Nepal.
InOctober2025, 15 trek-
kers—includingthree British
women—werecaught in heavy
snowfallin the ‘Hidden Valley’
ofthe Mustangregion; they were
subsequently rescued. Similarly,
in November of last yeart, two
Nepalitourists who became
strandedinthesnow near the
MustangeDolpaborder were
rescued by helicopter.

Dispute over 'spicy’ food: Gang attemptsto
stuffnoodles mto restaurant owner’s mouth

BENGALURU:Deepak
Thapa, a native of Assam,
runsafast&food eateryin
Thotathogur,located within
thejurisdiction of the Elec-
tronic Citypolicestationin
Bengaluru. Heresidesinthe
sameareawith hiswife. One
night, fourindividualsarrived

% athiseateryandorde-

s rednoodles. Deepak
| prepared the dish
andservedittothem.
¥ Aftertastingthefood,
| thefourmen compla-
inedthatthenoodles
were too spicyand
inedible. Theybeganarguing
with Deepak, subsequently
assaultinghim by punching
andkickinghim. Theyeven
attemptedtoforcethenoodles
intohismouth. DeepaKs wife
andanotheryoungman, wit-
nessingtheincident, rushed

tointervene and save him.

The four menattacked them
aswell,leaving three people
—includingthe couple—with
severeinjuries. It wasdiscov-
eredthattheassailantswerein
aninebriated statewhen they
carried outtheattack. The
Electronic City police have
registeredacaseandarrested
fourindividuals—Nagaraj,
Chandru, Devaraj,and one
other—allhailing from Kol-
legalinthe Chamarajanagar
district. Aninvestigationis
currentlyunderway.
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PMModiexpresses pride onthe state’s formation day

Peaceand hopehaveblossomed

RAIPUR: Prime Minister
NarendraModihasstated that
areasinthestate of Chhattisga-
th—oncereferredtoasthe Red
Corridor’ (regionsaffectedby
Naxaliteactivity)—havenow
transformedinto hubsof pe-
ace,hope,and development.
Inaletteraddressed to Chief
Minister VishnuDeo Saion
theoccasion of Chhattisgarh’s
state formation day, Prime
Minister Modinoted that
Maoist violence had long
servedasamajorobstacleto
thestate’s progress. Thesitu-
ation,however, haschanged
completely.

Regionsthat were kn-
ownasthe ‘Red Corridor’
of Naxalismjustafewyears

agoarenowemergingasnew | & 2

centersofpeace,hope,and
development. Thistransfo-

expansion of connectivity
and moderninfrastructure.
Highlightingthe progress, the
Prime Minister pointed out
thatwhileonlyasingleflight
operated between Delhiand
Raipur25yearsago, thestate
isnowhometofourmodern
airports. Furthermore, railway
projectsworthoverRs 51,000
crorearebeingimplemented

Muslim Man Gifts Diwali
Presents t0200 Famlhes

MAYILADURAI Inaheartwarrmnggesturepromotlng
communal harmony,a Muslim man near Mayiladuthurai
has gifted boxes of firecrackers to 200 families for the
festival of Diwali. Healso honored thelocal sanitation
workersbypresentingthem with new clothesand sweets.
In Ward 3 of Uluthukuppai Panchayat, near Mayiladuthurai,
resideabout 200 families belonging to variousreligious
communities.

Riyas,aformer Panchayat memberfromthearea, has
been personally funding and distributing Diwali giftstothe
villagersand sanitation workers for the past seven years.
With Diwaliapproaching on the 8th of thismonth, Riyas
onceagainspentfromhisownpocketto providefirecracker
giftboxestothe 200 familiesin his ward, extendinghis
Diwaliwishestothem.

Furthermore, he honored the sanitation work-
ers employed by the Panchayat by draping them
with shawls and gifting them new clothes (dhotis,
shirts, and sarees), boxes of sweets, and firecrackers.
He personally visited each household to distribute the
firecracker giftboxes. The children, delighted toreceive
thegifts, carried them away with great excitement. Riyas
alsotookthe opportunitytoadvisethechildrentoburstthe
firecrackerssafely. This gesture by the former Panchayat
member—whobelongsto the Muslim community—has
deeplytouched theheartsofthevillagers.

Gujarat: 15 Day Parole Grantedto
143InmatesforplwallCelebratlons

GABDHINAGAR The Gu]arat government has
ordered therelease of 143 eligible inmates—comp-
rising 103 elderly prisoners over the age of 60 and 40
female prisoners—ona 15&day parole, allowing them
to celebrate the festival of Diwali with their families.
This parolehasbeenapproved under the guidance of the
state’s Minister of State for Home, Harsh Sanghavi. The
Gujarat governmenthas taken this decision as part of its
prisonreformand prisoner welfare initiatives.

Rowdyhacked to
deathin Madurai

MADURALI: Ayoungmanwasbrutallyhackedtodeath
byunidentifiedassailantsatanold panchayat officebuilding,
withhisfaceleftdisfigured. Thepolice
haveregisteredacaseandinitiatedan
investigation. Thedeceasedhasbeen
identified as Surya, alias ‘Kuttichakku,
aresident of Sadachi Amman Nagar.
Suryahadover 10criminal casespending
againsthim, including chargesof mur-
derandassault. Yesterday, whilehewas
consumingalcoholinsidetheold panchayatofficebuilding
locatedalongthe Madurai&Dindigul National Highway, a
group ofunidentifiedindividualsarrivedandlaunchedasa-
vageattackonhimusinglethalweapons. Hedied onthespot.
Policepersonnelrushed tothescene, recovered thebody,and
sentitforapost&mortemexamination. Itissuspected thatthe
murder mayhavebeen theresultofalong&standing enmity.

inChhattisgarh. Vande Bharat
and AmritBharattrainserv-
iceshavealsobeenlaunched,
whichhashalved the travel
time between Raipurand
Bilaspur. New expressways
willboostbothbusinessand
employmentopportunities.
Through the Pradhan Mantri
GaribKalyan Anna Yojana
andvariousstate government

*13 Ij schemes, freefood grains

| arebeing providedto 7.3
million (73lakh) families.

Additionally, 2.2 mill-
ion (221lakh)houseshave

e been constructedinrural
- | and urban areas, and over

rmationhasaccelerated the M“L!

4.1 million (411lakh) rural
householdshavebeen pro-
vided with piped drinking
water connections. Thestate’s
paddyprocurementsystem
strengthenstheruralecono-
mybyensuringbetter prices
for more than 2.5 million
(251lakh) farmers. Under the
Mabhtari Vandan Yojana, over
6.8 million (681lakh) women

receiveRs 1,000 everymonth.
NayaRaipurisemergingasa
modern city. Opportunities
arebeingexploredinsectors
suchaspharmaceuticals, tex-
tiles,information technology,
electricity,aluminium, and
steel. Initiativeslike ‘Niyat
Nellanar’ livelihood deve-
lopment programmes, and
the ‘Chief Minister Swasth
Bastar’ schemearehelping
tobringbasicamenities to
thepeople. Today, Bastaris
movingforwardonanew path
of peace, good governance,
and prosperity—so states
thereport.

Bangladesh Garment Workers’Wage Protest
Enters Third Day, Factories ShutAmld Unrest

BANGLADESH: Garment
workersinBangladesh conti-
nued their protestsforathird
consecutive dayon Monday,
demandingasignificantincr-
easeintheir minimumwages.

The ongoing unresthas
led to the closure of several
factoriesinkeyindustrialareas
like Gazipur’sKonabariand
Chandra,near Dhaka,dueto
fearsofattacksand security
concerns.

Thecoreofthedisputeis
theworkers’demandtoraise
the minimum monthly wage
fromthecurrentBDT 12,500
toBDT 30,000. Thisdemand
hasgainedtractionfollowing
thegovernmentsrecentann-
ouncementofanewpayscale
for publicemployees, which

roughlydoublestheir
salaries.
However, factory
ownersarefacingdi-
flicultiesin meeting fg
thesedemands,citing %
adeclineininternati- §
onalorders,stagnant g
prices,and high raw IS
materialimportcosts.
Bangladesh’s Ready&Made
Garment (RMG) industryis
acornerstone ofiits economy,
accountingfor over 80% ofex-
portearningsand employing
around four million people,
predominantlywomen.
The governmenthasfor-
medawageboardtoaddress
theissue, but workers have
continued their demonstr-
ations. Meanwhile, security

forces and the government
havealleged thatthe protests
arebeinginstigated by opp-
osition elements, including
supportersof former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, to
destabilizethe countryahead
oftheupcoming December
elections. Home Minister
Salahuddin Ahmedevensu-
ggested externalincitement,
meetingwith factoryowners
todiscussthevolatilesituation.

YouthmustcomeforwardtobuildadevelopedIndia
Vice President C.P.Radhakrishnan's call duringa

meeting withagroup of students fromTamil Nadu

NEW DELHI: Vice Pre-
sident C.P.Radhakrishnan
hasurgedtheyouthtocome
forwardtostrengthennation-
alunityand contributetothe
creationofadeveloped India.
Under the “Yuva Sangam’
(Youth Union) initiative, 50
studentsfrom Tamil Naduare
beingbroughtto Delhi, while
50studentsfrom Delhiare
beingsentto TamilNadu. A
group of students from Tamil
NaduhasarrivedinDelhias
partoftheseventh phaseofthis
initiative. Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan metwiththem
andengagedinaconversation.
Speaking duringthe meeting
heldatthe Vice President’s
residence, C.P.Radhakris-
hnansaid: “Interacting with
theyouthisalwaysajoyful
experience. Meeting theyo-
unger generation from my
home state of Tamil Nadu,
inparticular, bringsmeeven
greaterhappinessandisdee-
plymoving” During my visit
toTamilNadu, Imentioned
tothemediathatitisentirely
possible for someone from
TamilNadutobecomethe

Chenga

CHENGALPATTU: Ac-
tingon atipeoffthat cattle
were being transported for
slaughter, police took swift ac-
tionandrescued 25 cattle that
werepackedintoacargotruck.
Theincident occurredtheev-
eningbeforelast, near Mar-
aimalai Nagar in Chengal-
pattudistrict, whereatruck
equipped with alarge cargo
container wasseen traveling.
Apersonnamed Sai Vignesh
noticed cow dungandurine
leakingfromtheback ofthetr-
uck. Suspectingthat cattlewere
beingtransportedinside, heim-

.Tv

oo R0 >
Prrme Ministerof! Indra
Thishighlightsthestrength
ofIndia’sdemocracyandthe
equal opportunitiesavailab-
letoeveryoneinthenation.
Today’s youth shouldlookto
theidealsand patriotism of
visionaryleaders—suchas
Pasumpon Muthuramalinga
Thevar, Perunthalaivar Kam-
arajar, Immanuel Sekaran,
Tirupur Kumaran,and V.
O.Chidambaram Pillai—as
their guidinglight. Young
people must come forward
tostrengthen national unity
and contributetobuildinga
developedIndia.
Evenagreatnational poet
like MahakaviSubramania
Bharatiis sometimes not
accordedtherespecthedes-
erves,simplyduetohiscaste
background. Evaluatingthe
contributions ofsucheminent
figures through the narrow

mediately contactedthepolice
controlroomtoreportthematter.
Followingthis, thepolicepurs-
uedthetruckandinterceptedit
nearPazhaveli. Uponsearching
thevehicle, they discovered 25
cattlepackedtightlyinside.
Duringtheinvestigation,
thedriverreportedlystatedthat
thecattle were beingtranspo-
rtedfromthestateof Andhra
Pradeshto Keralafor slaughter.
Insidethetruck, therewasins-
ufficient spacefortheanimals
tostand ormove, leavingthem
piledontop of oneanother. It
isalleged that theirnoserop-

lens of castedoes notserve
the progress of society. He
stated that their greatness
shouldbe celebrated based
ontheservicetheyrendered
tothenationandhumanity.

: Under the ‘Ek Bharat Shr-

eshthaBharat’ (OnelIndia,
GreatIndia) initiative, the
Union Ministry of Education
isimplementing the seventh
phase ofthe “Yuva Sangam’
(Youth Confluence) exchange
programme.

Aspartofthis, the Unive-
rsity of Delhi, in collaboration
with the Central University
of Tamil Naduin Tiruvarur,
ishostingagroup of students
from TamilNadu from Octo-
ber26toNovember 1,2026.
Theeventwasattended by
the Vice&Chancellor of the
University of Delhi, Profe-
ssor Yogesh Singh, and the
Member Secretaryofthe All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), Prof-
essor Shyamal Roy,among
others. Earlier, the students
from Tamil Nadu met with
Rekha Gupta,arepresenta-
tivein Delhi.

pattu: 25 cattle rescued from a container truck

esweretiedtotheroofofthe
truck, and the animals were
sufferingduetoalack offood,
water, andproperventilation.
Followingtheirrescue, the 25
cattlewereimmediately handed
overtoa*goshala*(cattleshelter)
formedicaltreatmentand care.
Inconnectionwiththisincident,
the Almighty Animal Care Fo-
undation’—an animalwelfare
organization—filed apolice
complaint, urgingthat appr-
opriatelegal action be taken
againstthoseresponsiblefor
transportingthe cattleunder
suchcruel conditions.
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e Cyclonelmpact: Chandrababu Naidu
Seeks Assistance from CMVijay

ANDRA PRADESH:-

& With Cyclone ‘Murasu’ ap-
¢ proaching AndhraPradesh,

AndhraPradesh Chief Mi-

- nister Chandrababu Naidu

Chlemelster sEvent Scheduled
forNov3in Perundura| Relocated

ERODE: Reports in-
dicate that the event feat-
uring the Chief Minister,
originally scheduled for
tomorrow (November 3) at
Kongu Engineering College
near Perunduraiin Erode
district,hasbeenrelocated.
Ithad beenannounced that
ChiefMinister Vijay would
attend agovernment&o-
rganized eventat Kongu
Engineering College—lo-
catedin Vaikkalmedu near
Perundurai—to distribute
welfareassistance.

Atthisevent, the Chief Mi-
nister wassetto distributeaid
worthRs. 1,110 croreto4,000
women’s self&help groups
from 13 districts,including
Erode,Karur, Tiruppur,and

?'\

Salem. Over the past week,
preparationsat KonguEn-
gineering College—suchas
the construction ofahelipad
and theimplementation of
heightened security meas-
ures—hadbeen underway.
Ministersand the District
Collectorhadbeenvisiting
thesite daily to oversee the
arrangements.

However, with the ev-

i

DL
entjustadayaway (Nov-
ember 3), the venue has
been abruptly changed.
Regarding this, the police
stated: “The Chief Minister’s
event, originally planned for
KonguEngineering College
inPerundurai,hasbeen mo-
ved tothe LakshmiNarayana
Wedding Hallin Kanchikovil.
District Collector Kandasamy
and District Superintendent

. 4
3

" the road show}’ the police

| of PoliceKiran Shrutihave
inspected thenewvenueand
issued ordersto strengthen
security arrangements.
Therearenochangesto

confirmed. Officials,mem-
bersofthe TVK (Tamizhaga
VetriKazhagam),and the
general publichadbeenin
astate of confusion sincethe
eventwas firstannounced,
asclearand comprehensive
details were not provided.
The sudden change of ve-
nuehasleft officials feeling
dissatisfied.
Authoritiesalsonoted
thatmorethan4,500 police
personnel willbe deployed for
security dutiesin connection
with the Chief Minister’s visit.

‘Government Holiday for
‘Tamil Nadu Day’ Starting Next Year’

Minister Anand Announces

CHENNAL: A “Tamil
Nadu Day’ (Tamil Nadu
Naal) celebration washeld
yesterday at the Govern-
mentMuseumin Egmore,
Chennai. Speakingatthe
event, Minister for Rural
Developmentand Water
Resources, Anand, stated,
“The Minister for Public
Workshadrequestedago-
vernment holiday for Tamil
NaduDay.

This year, Tamil Nadu
DayfallsonaSunday. Chief

Minister Vijay will take the
necessary stepstoimplement
this, starting from nextyear.”
Duringtheevent,agovernment
orderwasissued toincrease

thefinancialassistan-
ceprovidedto ‘border
guardians’ (thosewho
foughtfortheinclusion
of Tamil&speakingre-
\ gionsinto TamilNadu).
\\ Additionally,compe-
Y nsation wasawarded
“ || forthenationalization

;‘. ofliterary worksby fi-

ve Tamil scholars. The
“Tamil Semmal’ (Excellen-
cein Tamil) award and the
‘Kural’ prize werealso pre-
sented toseveral recipients,

includingDr. M.A. Aleem,
aprofessor of neurology.
A formal request wasalso
submitted to the Minister to
establisha “Thirukkural Uni-
versity’ Speakingattheevent,
Minister for Public Worksand
Sports Development, Adhav
Arjuna, urged the Minister
for School Education tomake
Tamilacompulsorysubjectin
the Tamil&medium education
system. Hefurther proposed
the creation ofadedicated
flagtorepresent Tamil Nadu.

Albanian- American Council Urges Calm
Amidst Tlrana Protests, Condemns Violence

TIRANA:The Albanian
AmericanRelations Coun-
cil(AARC)hasvoiced deep
concernover theescalating
anti&government protests
in Albania’s capital, Tirana.

The council strongly
condemnedtheviolence
andappealedtoallparties
toshowrestraint, respect
democraticinstitutions,and
upholdtheruleoflaw. While
acknowledgingthefund-
amentalrightto peaceful
protest,the AARCstress-
edthatviolence, property
destruction,and physical
confrontationsundermine
theverygoalsofpeaceful
demonstrators.The AARC

highlight-
edthatthe
grievances
ofcitizens,
especially
students
andyouth
worried
abouttheir
future,des-
erveserious
andrespectfulattention.
They cautioned againstdi-
smissing publicfrustration
orrespondingwith exce-
ssiveforce, notingreports
ofover70policeofficers
injuredand extensivedam-
agetopublicproperty. The
councilwarnedthatsuch
unrestjeopardizes Albania’s
progresstowards Europ-
ean Union membership,
sendinganegativemessage
tointernational partners.
Furthermore,the AARC
calledforanimmediate, tra-
nsparentinvestigationinto
allegationsofexcessiveforce
bylawenforcementandatt-

acksonjournalists, stressing
thatthoseresponsible for
unlawful conductmustface
accountability.
Theyalsocautionedthat
internalinstability couldbe
exploited byforcesoppo-
sing Albania’sdemocratic
advancementand Euro&-
Atlanticintegration. The

AARCurgedthe Albanian
governmenttoengageinge-
nuinedialogueandensure
professional, proportionate
lawenforcementactions.
Theyalsocalled on political
leaders, civilsociety,and
protestorstorejectviolen-
ce, prioritizingthenation’s
long&terminterests.

contacted Tamil Nadu Chief

Y Minister Vijayvia telephone

torequest the Tamil Nadu
government’sassistanceinre-

' storingpowerinfrastructure.

Cyclone ‘Murasu, whichhas
formedinthe Bay of Bengal,
ismoving toward Andhra
Pradesh.
Warningshavebeenis-
suedindicating that the st-
atecould experienceheavy
rainfallaccompanied by
strong winds, with ahigh

riskof damage tonumerous
electricity poles. Inlight of
this, Chandrababu Naidu
requested Chief Minister
Vijay to provide the nece-
ssary support to expedite
the restoration of power
distributioninfrastructure.
Specifically,herequested |
thatelectricity department |
personneland therequired
machinerybesentfrom Ta-
milNaduto AndhraPradesh
to carryoutrepair workin
the event that power poles
aredamagedbythe cyclone.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minist-
er Vijayresponded positively,
assuringthatthe necessary

personneland equipment
wouldbedispatched toass-
ist,as stated by the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister’s
Office on the platform X’
Meanwhile, Chandrababu
Naiduhasalso soughtas-
sistance from Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar. Itisworth not-
ingthatpersonnelfromthe
Telangana state electricity
departmentarealreadyin-
volved inrestoration efforts
forpowerinfrastructurein
AndhraPradesh, whichhad
previouslybeen affected by
Cyclone ‘Arnab.

JetCrashin FIorlda 9 Dead

FLORIDA: A smalljet
hascrashedinthe U.S. state of
Florida. The Americanauth-
oritieshave confirmed thatall
9peopleonboardtheaircraft
losttheirlivesintheaccident.
Accordingtoreports, the
crashoccurredat11:20 PM
(Indian Standard Time) on
November 1st.

Theaircraftwasenroute
from Austin, Texas, to the
Bahamas when the tragic
incidenttookplace. U.S.au-
thorities have ordered an
investigationinto the crash.
Theaircraftinvolved wasa
‘Learjet60’thathad departed

from Austin. Itlost control [

nearthesouthern partofFl-

orida, crashed ontoaroad,
andexploded. Footage ofthe |

incident,whichhassurfaced
onsocial media, is deeply
distressingtowatch. Within
secondsofhittingtheroad,
theaircraftburstinto flames.

Uponreceivingnewsof
thecrash,emergencyresponse
teamsfromvariousagencies
rushedtothescene.Ithasbeen
revealed thattheaircraftwas
privatelyowned; however, the
identitiesofthose onboard
havenotyetbeendisclosed.
Thecrash hasdisruptedlocal

traffic,andresidentshaverepo-
rtedpoweroutagesinthearea.
Before the crash, the pilot
contactedair traffic control,
reporting thattheaircraft
hadlostcontroland wasde-
scendingatarateof10,000to

2-0;000 feetper minute. Asair

trafficcontrollersattempted
to provide assistance, the
pilotstated that theaircraft
wasabouttohittheground,
shortlyafterwhichthecrash
occurred.

“Investmentsworth Rs.1,614 crore meant for TN
have goneto Andhra Pradesh - Stalin'saccusation

CHENNAI: “Korean
investmentsworthRs. 1,614
crore,whichweredestined
for TamilNadu, haveended
upin AndhraPradeshdue
tothenegligenceofthe cur-
rentgovernment. Onemust
learn from them howto shift

¥ GST revenuehas
fallen below the
nationalaverage.2)
Koreaninvestme-
ntsworthRs. 1,614
crore, intended for
Tamil Nadu, have
~ movedtoAndhra
" Pradeshduetothe

into ‘reversegear’ sorapidly =

acrosseverysinglesector;’
remarked DMKleader M.K.
Stalin, criticizingtheruling
administration.
Inapostsharedonsocial

media, M.K. Stalin stated:
“Two pieces of news caught
my attention this morning:
1) Under the currentregi-
me, Tamil Nadu’s growthin

government’s ne-
gligence. ‘Guidance Tamil
Nadu'—theagencythatonce
broughtprestige to the state
byattractinginvestments—

hasnowbeensacrificed to
theegosofafewindividuals
within thisadministration.
Onetrulyneedstolearnfrom
themhowtomoveinto ‘reverse
gear withsuchspeedacross
all sectors. Meanwhile, our
ChiefMinister—whoseems
either oblivioustoorentirely
unaware of these develop-
ments—hassetofftostagea
‘show’ by wavingatcrowdsin
constituencieswhereby&el-
ectionsarebeingheld”

NSADoval Reviews Defence Ties with
Vietham, Aims for Deeper Cooperation

NEW DELHI: National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
recently met with Vietnam’s
Deputy Prime Ministerand
Minister of National Defen-
ce, General Phan Van Giang,
inHanoi.

Thehigh&level meeting
focused onreviewingtheon-
going defence cooperation
betweenIndiaand Vietnam,
withbothsidesagreeingto
further deepentheirengag-
ementinthecritical sector.
Thisvisitunderscores the
growingstrategic partners-
hip between the two nations.

NSA Doval’stripto Viet-
nam, whichbegan on Sunday,
includedinteractions with
Vietnamese leadership to

strengthen the Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.

This partnership was
significantlyboosted during
Vietnamese President To
Lam’svisitto Indiain May
2026, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modiand Presid-

. . L
entLamdiscussed various ¥

bilateraland globalissues.
Bothleadershighlighted that
stronger India&Vietnam ties
would benefit their people
and contribute to national
development goalslike In-
dia’s Viksit Bharat 2047 and
Vietnam’s Vision 2045.
Thediscussionsalsobuild
onrecentsecurity dialogu-
es. Lastmonth, Indiaand

Vietnam held their fourth
Security Dialoguein New
Delhi, co&chaired by India’s
Deputy NSA Pavan Kapoor
and Vietnam’s Deputy Mi-
nister of Public Security,
Senior Lieutenant General
Pham The Tung.

This dialogue covered

> PHON(

cooperationin counter&t-
errorism,

cybersecurity, maritime
engagements, economic
security,and emerging te-
chnologies, reflecting the
continuous efforts to enh-
ancesecurity collaboration
between the two countries.

Protest by Private ContractWorkersat Madurai
Government Hospltal Risk of Disruption to Hospital Services

MADURAL: Hospital
operationsatthe Madur-

al Government Hospital
areatriskofdisruptionas

private contractwor-
kershavelauncheda
strike.
Madurai’s Govern-
, mentRajaji Hospital
| servesover2,000in-
patientsand approx-
~ imately3,000 outpat-
/¢ ientsdaily. Morethan
750 contract workers,
employedthrougha
privateagency,handle
varjoustasksatthe
hospital,including sanit-

ation.Last October, these
workersstagedastrikeon
thehospital premises, de-
mandingbetter wagesand
weeklyholidays. Following
negotiationsled bythe Hos-
pital Dean, Arul Sundaresh
Kumar, itwaspromised th-
atappropriate steps would
betakentoaddresstheir
demandsforsalaryincreas-
esand weekly time off.
Itwasalsoagreed thatall
workers would receive mo-

nthlypayslipsdetailingany
deductions,and that their
dailyworkinghourswould
becappedateight.
However,asnone ofthese
demandshavebeenmet
thismonth, the contract
workershaveresumed their
strike, whichbegan this
morning. Oneofthewor-
kersstated, “Wewantthe
fulldailywageofRs. 710,
andwearealsorequesting
anadvance paymentofRs.

10,000 from our earnings.
Ifthesetwodemandsare
met, wewillend the strike
andreturntowork;other-
wise, wewill continue our
protest”

Theyhaveurgedthe

governmentto takeappr-

opriateaction. Thestrike
hasalreadybeguntoaffect
essential services, includi-
nghospital sanitationand
thetransportof patientsvia

wheelchairs.
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