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WelfareassistanceworthRs 1,110

croreforwomen’s self-help groups

ERODE: Chief Minister
Vijayissetto participatein
agovernmentevent near
Perundurai, where he will
distribute welfare assistance
worthRs. 1,110 crore towo-
men’sself&help groupsfrom

13 districts. For thispurpose, .

hearrivedin Coimbatore
from Chennaitodayviaa
charteredflight.

Atthe Coimbatoreairport,
hewaswelcomed by minist-
ers,governmentofficials, the
Municipal Commissioner,and
the District Collector. Follo-
wingthis, hedeparted from
theairportbyroadtoward
Perunduraiin Erodedistrict.
Barricadeshavebeensetup
alongbothsidesoftheroute
the Chief Ministeristaking.
Police personnel havebeen
deployedatvariouspointsto

Chief Minister Vijay presentsitfor publicuse

ensure that the publicand yo-
uthdonotentertheroadway.
Securitysurveillancehasalso
beenintensifiedintheareas
between Coimbatore Airport
and Neelambur. Overatho-
usand policepersonnel have
been deployed for security
dutiesin Coimbatore distr-

|| A
ictaloneinlightofthe Chief
Minister’svisit. Inadditionto
thelocal Coimbatore police,
reinforcements from Tirup-
pur, Erode, Namakkal,and
other districts werebrought
inlastnight. Furthermore,
personnel from the Coim-
batore City Armed Reserve,

3,000 Gair au b

Home Guards, and special
policeunitshavebeen assi-
gnedtosecuritytasks. After
concluding the government
eventin Perundurai, the Chief
Ministerisexpected toretu-
rnto Coimbatore Airportby
roadaround 5:00 PM today,
fromwherehewillflybackto

£35.79 CroreDisproportionate Assets Case: Enforcement
Directorate SummonsC, VuayabaskarandHlsW|fe'

CHENNALI: The Enforc-
ement Directorate (ED) has
issuedasecond summonsto
former Tamil Nadu Health
Ministerand current TVK
(Tamizhaga VetriKazhagam)
Pudukkottai District Organ-
izing Secretary, C. Vijayaba-
skar,and hiswife, V.Ramya,
directingthem toappearin
person. The investigation
concernstheaccumulation
ofassetsdisproportionateto
theirknown sourcesofinco-
me, valued atapproximately
%35.79crore.

AccordingtoED sources,
either C. Vijayabaskar or his
wife, Ramya, isrequired to
appear for questioning this
comingFridayatthe ED’szonal
officelocatedin ShastriBhavan,
Chennai. Separate summons
havebeenissued, withinstru-

ctionsfortheotherindividual
toappearthefollowing week.
Itisunderstoodthattheywillbe
questionedindetail regarding

propertydocuments,bank tr- 1

ansactions,and investments.
Duringthe AITADMK regime
from2016t02021,C. Vijaya-
baskar servedasthe Minister
for Health.
Allegationsarosethathe
had misusedhisofficial posi-
tiontoamasswealthbeyond
hisknownsourcesofincome.
Based onthis, the TamilNadu
Directorate of Vigilanceand
Anti&Corruption (DVAC)
registeredacaseagainsthim
in2021.Followinganinv-
estigation, the DVACfiled
achargesheetin May 2023,
statingthat Vijayabaskar had
accumulated assets worth
%35.79 crore that could not

beaccounted for.
Followingthecaseinitiated
bytheDirectorate of Vigilance
and Anti&Corruption, the Enf-
orcement Directorate (ED) has
alsoregisteredaseparatecase
under the Prevention of Mo-
neyLaundering Act(PMLA).
ED officials conducted sur-
priseraidsattheresidence
of Vijayabaskar in Illuppur,
Pudukkottaidistrict,as well

asatotherlocationslinked

tohim.
Inresponsetoaninitial

L summonsissuedin 2024,

b Vijayabaskarandhis wife

hadpreviouslyappearedin
personto provideexplana-
tions,and their statements
wererecorded. Basedonad-
ditional documentsthathave
sincesurfaced, thisnewsu-

\__‘ mmonshasbeenissuedfora

secondround of questioning.
Onhis part, Vijayabaskar
maintainsthattheallegatio-
nsagainsthimarepolitically
motivated and asserts that
he will contest these cases
legally.
Theupcominginquiry,sch-
eduledtotakeplacethisFriday
attheED’s Chennaioffice, has
drawnsignificantattention
withinthepolitical sphere.

Young mankills 4 people inthe same house and
thendies by suicide; police investigating

BHOPAL: Policearein-
vestigating an incidentin
MadhyaPradesh wherea
man killed four members
ofhisfamilyattheirhome

before taking his own life.
NarendraSahu(35),aresident
of Malikhedinear Bhopalin
Madhya Pradesh, attacked
andkilled hismother Saras-

wati(50), wife Somlata (29),
daughterKeerthi(10),andson
Kush (6) usingasharp weapon.
Following this,hewenttoa
nearbyrailwaytrackand died

bysuicidebyjumpinginfront
ofamovingtrain. Thepolice
haveregisteredacaseandare
conductingan investigation
intotheincident.

Rowdy murdered with face
dlsflgured in Madural 5 arrested

MADURAI Pohce have
arrested fiveindividualsin
connection with themurd-
erofarowdy, whose face was
disfigured duringtheattack.

Unionbuilding nearthe Sa-

| mayanallurbusstand. Upon

receivingthereport,police

~¢ arrivedatthescenetoidentify

The Samayanallur police
receivedinformation thata
young manhadbeen found
murdered—withhisfacedis-
figured—insideaPanchayat

thevictim. Theinvestigation
revealed thatthe deceased
was26&year&old Surya,an
individuallinked to overten
criminal cases. The police
thenlaunchedaninquiryto
identifytheperpetratorsand
themotivebehind themurder.
Theinvestigation uncovered
that Suryawaskilled on Sunday
nightwhile consumingalcohol
withhisfriends.Itisalleged

thatfollowinganaltercation
withamannamed Ashwin,
agroup of five—including
Ashwin—brutallyattacked
andkilled Surya. Actingon
evidence from CCTV foo-
tage,aspecial police team
trackeddownandarrestedthe
five suspects—Ajay, Vishnu,
Selvakumar, Ashwin, and
Chandru—within 12 hours.
Theincident,inwhicharow-
dywasmurderedfollowinga
disputewith hisfriends while
drinking, hascausedastirin
thearea.

R S anant I

Chennaionacharteredflight.

The government event,
which the Chief Minister is
attending, wasinitially sche-
duledtobeheldatthe Kongu
Engineering Collegein Peru-
ndurai. Preparations—incl-

udingthe constructionofa
stage, thesetup ofahelipad,
and the implementation
of security arrangeme-
nts—hadbeenunderw-
ay there for over a week.
However, the venue was
suddenly changed yeste-
rday. Theevent, originally
planned for KonguEngi-
neering College,hasbeen
shifted to the Lakshmi
Narayana Wedding Hallin
Kanchikovil.

District Collector Kand-
asamyand District Superint-
endent of Police Kiran Shruti
inspected thenewvenueand

have further strengthened
thesecurity arrangements.
The police have stated that
whilethevenue for theevent
hasbeen changed, thereisno
alteration to the Chief Min-
ister’s planned road route.
Previously, it wasannounced
thatover 4,500 police perso-
nnelwould be deployed for
securityin connection with
the Chief Minister’s visit.
Atthisevent, welfareas-
sistance—including bank
loans—will be provided to
approximately4,000 women’s
self&help groups (SHGs) from

Karur, Tiruppur, Namakkal,
Coimbatore,and Salem. The
total value of theassistance
tobedistributedisreported
tobeRs. 1,110 crore, with
around 5,000 beneficiaries
settoreceive support.
Theseloansareintended
tohelp thewomen’s self&he-
Ipgroupsachieveeconomic
progressand expand their
businesses. Furthermore,
the Chief Minister willina-
ugurate various completed
development projectsinthe
Erodedistrict.
Consequently, theeve-
ntwillencompassboth the
distribution of welfareassi-
stanceand theinauguration
ofgovernment development

13 districts, including Erode,

projects.

The Union Mllterfor Road Transportand Highways, ShriNitin Gadkariaddressing atthe MoU S|gn|ng cer-
emony between MoRT&H and the GovernmentofBiharforthe project ‘Scientific Desilting of Water Bodiesin
Biharand Utilization of Suitable Excavated Siltin National Highway Projects’at Hotel Taj Palace, in New Delhi

“CMdistributes welfare schemes onlyin constituencies
facmg by electlons - Palaniswami's criticism

CHENNAL::
Minister visits only those
constituencies where by&-
electionsare expected,and
distributes welfareaid there.
Heisessentiallyusingthese
visitsasa campaign for the
by&elections,” stated AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi

The Chief

< K. Palanisw-

W ami.
Speaking

toreportersat

p- airport, Pala-
niswamisaid,
“The Chief
Minister is
responsible forall 234 con-
stituenciesin Tamil Nadu;
heoughttovisiteveryoneof
them. Instead, hefocuses only
onareaswhereby&elections
areanticipated, distributing
welfareassistance there. He
istreatingthisasacampaign

fortheby&elections.
GSTrevenuein Tamil
Naduhasdeclined. At this
stage, thestate’sgrowth should
berobust—manystatesthat
previouslylaggedbehindhave
now seensignificant progr-
ess. Given that Tamil Nadu
isalreadyadevelopedstate,
GST collectionsshould have
beenhigher; however, reports
indicateagrowthofonly3%.
“Thisisdueto theadminist-
rative failures of the current
government.
Becausethisadministrat-
ionlackscompetence, weare

sufferingalossin GST revenue,
whichwillseverelyimpactthe
government’swelfareschemes””
“Inthesixmonthssincethis
governmenttookoffice, prices
have skyrocketed. The costs
ofessential commodities—
suchasrice, sugar, lentils,
and cookingoil—haverisen
by40%. Thishashitthepoor
and the middle class hard.
The currentadministration
isincapableof curbingprice
hikes. Underthisleadership,
thegovernance of Tamil Nadu
has plummeted toits worst
possiblestate,” headded.

Steps TakentoRecover 2.30 Acres of Leased Land Belonging

tothe Senganma

CHENNAI: A press
releaseissued by the Go-
vernment of Tamil Na-
du states the following:
Undertheinstructionsofthe
Minister for Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE),stepsarebeingtaken
torecover2.30acresofland
belongingto the Arulmigu
Senganmaleeswarar Temple,
locatedinthe Thiruporur Ta-
luk of Chengalpattu District.
Itwasdiscovered that Nambi-
raj,whohadleased thetemple
land, violated thetermsofthe
leaseagreement.

Withoutthe permission
ofthetempleadministration

andin contravention oflegal
regulations, he constructed

over 50 shopsontheprope-

rtyandillegally sublet them.
Complaintswereraisedreg-

ardingtheseactions, which g
weredeemeddetrimental to |8

theinterests of the temple.
Uponbringingthis matterto
theattention ofthe HR&CE
Minister, directives wereissu-
edtotakeappropriateaction.
Consequently, given thatthe
lesseehadviolated theterms
ofthelease,anoticehasbeen
served cancellingtheleaseand
demandingthehandoverofthe
propertybackto thetemple.
Followingthis,on November

2,2026,actingunder the Mi-

nister’sorders,ateamledby
Additional Commissioner
Rathna—assistedbyland sur-
veyors—beganacomprehen-
sivesurveyofthetempleland.
Thisprocessaimsto precisely
identifytheboundariesofthe
temple&owned propertyand

eeswararTempIe|nTh|ruporur

facilitateitsrecovery. The Hi-

nduReligiousand Charitable
Endowments Department
continuesto undertake eft-
ortstoprotecttempleassets,
removeencroachments,and
restore possession of such
propertiestotherespective
temples.
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US Democrat Pooja Sethi Challenges Paxton
to CondemnAnti-Indian American Slurs

You will swiftly complete pending tasks.
Confusion will dissipate, and happiness will
flourish within your family. You will take pride
intheachievements of your children. You will
successfullyhandle competitionin business.
Avoid getting into arguments at the workplace.

Happiness will prevailin your family. You| €250
may gain benefits through government-related
matters. Youmight take onanewrole orassign-

ment. Close relatives and friends will reach out
toyou. Business will pickup momentumand
yield reasonable profits. Itisadvisable to main-
taina calm demeanor at the workplace.

" “smpe 5 You may benefit from maternal relatives. You will
\ begin to spend frugally and startsaving. You
mightrenovate or expand your ancestralhome.
Inaprofessional capacity, you will meet with
influentialindividuals. Outstanding paymentsin
your business willbe recovered.

Moneyyou havebeen expecting willarrive today. You
willreplace damaged household items with new
ones, enhancing your home. Your professional
standing will see an improvement. In business,
youwill successfullyattract customers.

With the Moon positioned within your zodiacsign, your
bodyheat mayincrease. Practice compromise

within your family. You can expect moderate
profitsinbusiness; ensure you give due

importanceto the opinions of your partners. At

your workplace, a superior will offer praise.

Medical expensesrelated to your mother
willdecrease. Siblings will be supportive. You
willfind your mind drawn toward yogaand
meditation. Outstanding dues willbe
recovered. Atwork, itisbesttofocussolely
onyour own tasks.

Moneywillarriveas expected. Childhood friendsand
relatives willbe helpful. You may gain advantages through
Hnteractions with people who speak other languages.
@ | Atyour workplace, youwilllocateadocumentyou
hadbeen searching for. Inbusiness, avoid

makingenemies.

Trips to other towns or regions will prove profitable.
Relativesand friends will begin to speak in your favor. You will
receiveassistance frominfluential individuals
to expand your business. Atyour workplace,
refrain from makinganykind of commitment
or promise to anyone.

Buyingor sellinghousesand plots will prove profitable.
Sheddingany fatigue, you will embark on new ventures with
enthusiasm. Ego-related issues will be resolved,

"{:»;’{;",\ i & leadingto greater harmony between spouses.
| , | Business will yield moderate profits. Itisadvisable
tomaintaina calm demeanor at the workplace.

Tensions mayarise between husband and w1fe,
tryto curbanyimpulsive temper. Asyouare
under theinfluence of ‘Chandrashtama’ expense
may spiral out of control. Workload at the office
willincrease. Inbusiness, you may have to
struggleto collect outstanding dues.

Long-standing problems will find

solutions. You will command greater respect
among your relatives. Be careful when han-
dling gold ornamentsAt the workplace, you
mayberecommended foranew position.

Alivelyand cheerful atmosphere will prevail within the
family. Cash flow willimprove. Employees or
subordinates will behave affectionately toward
you. Atthe workplace, avoid interferingin
others’ affairs,and ensure you do notantagonize
your superiors.

ACQUISITION OF EIGHT NEXT GENERATION CORVETTES
FOR INDIAN NAVY WITH M/s GRSE & M/s GSL

CONTRACT SIGNING

DATE:- 02.11.2026

Rs53 866croedealfor8warsh|ps
Ministry of Defencesigns agreement
with publicsectorundertakings

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of Defence has sign-
ed a contract worth Rs 53,866 crore for the procurem-
ent of 8 nextergeneration warships, as part of the ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’ (selféreliant India) initiative.
To further strengthen selféreliance in the pr-
oduction of defence equipment, the Ministry of Defe-
nce has inked deals valued at Rs 53,866 crore to acqu-
ire 8 nexteérgeneration warships for the Indian Navy.
Under this agreement, public sector shipyards—Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) and Goa Shipyard
Limited—will construct 5and 3 warships, respectively.

This marksthefirstwarship project wherethe vessels have
beendesignedindigenously by the Indian Navy, and the pub-
licsector shipyards have been selected through a competitive
biddingprocess. This historic agreement was signed in the
presenceof Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh.

The corvettes—atype of modern warship—areslightly
smaller in size than frigates. Despite their smaller dime-
nsions, they are highespeed vessels equipped with pow-
erfulmissiles and weaponry. They will feature advanced
missile systems, radar, and sensor suites, and will possess
the capability to simultaneously engage and neutralize en-
emy targetsin the air, on the sea surface, and underwater.
Thesevessels will be deployed for tasks such as coastal defe-
nce, antiésubmarine warfare, maritime surveillance, and
theprotection of commercial shippinglanes. With the Indian
Navy currently operating between 18 and 24 corvettes, the
addition of these 8 new warships will significantly bolster
India’s maritime security capabilities.

USA:Indian&American
Democratic candidate Pooja
Sethi, running for the Texas
House of Representatives, has
publicly challenged Republ-
ican USSenatenominee Ken
Paxton to condemn bigoted
remarks madeagainstInd-
ian Americansbyhisparty
colleague Bo French. Sethi
accused Paxton of seeking
community supportwhile
remainingsilentontheissue.

Sethi, whoiscontesting
for Texas House District47
in Austin, highlighted the
controversy, stating, “Wai-
ting for @KenPaxtonTX to
condemn Bo French’sbigoted

attacksonInd-
ian Americans.
Ordoesthatou-
tragedisappear
whenheneeds
ourvotes?” This
challengecame
asreportssurf-
aced of Paxton
visitinga BAPS
ShriSwaminarayan Mandir
inIrving, promptingcriticism
from community members
like Vasant Bhatt, who que-
stioned Paxton’s sincerityin
engaging with the commu-
nity while associating with
individuals makingoftensive
remarks.

The controver-
sybeganon Septe-
mber 13, whenBo
French,aRepubl-
icannominee for
the TexasRailroad
Commission, sha-
redaphotograph
of University of
Texas students,
many of South Asian origin,
celebratingafootball victory.

French commented on
theimage, “Theard UT gra-
duation thisyearlookedlike
this. Ididn’t believeit. The
problem is now obviously
farworse thananyoneima-
gined,” apostthatgarnered

over 54 millionviews.

While Paxtonlater con-
demnedracismin general
terms, heavoided directly
naming French.

Sethihasintegrated this
issueinto her campaign, em-
phasizing, “Atatime when
hateisontherise, wehavethe
opportunity tomakehistory.
Wewillnotbeintimidated.
Wewillnotbesilenced. Ha-
tehasnohomein Texas.” If
elected, Sethiwould be the
first South Asian woman to
servein the Texas Legislatu-
re. Polling stationsin Texas
are open for voting today,
Tuesday.

No differences of opinion with the
Congress: TMCleader G.K. Vasan clarifies

CHENNAI The Tamil
Maanila Congress(TMC)
celebrateda Joyful Diwali
with destitutewomenand
theelderly’atthe Annai

Diwali: Supreme Court permits bursting of
‘green crackers in Delhifor 2 days

NEW DELHI The Su—
preme Court has granted
permission to burst ‘green
crackers fortwodaysin De-
lhiand the National Capital
Region (NCR) ontheocc-
asion of the Diwali festival.
Abanhadpreviouslybeen
imposed onthemanufacture,
sale,andburstingoffirecrac-

Illany’ (Mother'sHome)in
Kodambakkamyesterday.
TMCleader G.K. Vasanand
former TamilNaduLegi-
slative Assembly Speaker

kersinDelhiand the NCRto -

controlairpollution.
Firecracker manufact-
urersand sellershad fileda
caseinthe Supreme Court
seekingarelaxation of this
ban. Abench comprising
JusticesM.M. Sundreshand
PrasannaB. Varalehasnow
issuedan orderregardingthis.

]J.C.D.Prabhakar

participatedinthe

eventanddistribut-

edDiwaligiftstothe

destituteelderlyand

.« women.Speaking

| toreportersafter-

ward, G.K. Vasan

stated: “The Tamil

{ Nadugovernmen-

' tsannouncement

.| toestablish28new
POCSOcourtsto

investigatesexual offenses

againstwomenand children

isawelcomedevelopment.”-

“Thegovernmenthasbegun

Accordingtotheorder, per-
missionhasbeengrantedto

§ burst ‘green crackers’ —spec-
i ificallythoseapprovedbythe
Wl CSIR (Council of Scientific
I and Industrial Research)and
8| NEERI (National Environm-

ental Engineering Research
Institute)—on November
7and 8. Accordingly, green
crackers maybeburston
November7from6:00 AMto
7:00 AM, and on November 8
from6:00 AMto7:00 AM, as
wellasfrom 8:00 PM to 10:00
PM. Furthermore, thejudges
have granted permission for
the sale ofapproved ‘green’
firecrackers from November
4thto6th.

Abanhasbeenimposed

toactwithan ‘ironhand’to
ensurethatthosewhocom-
mitsuch crimesfacesevere
punishment. Rising prices
areanissueacrossallstates.”
“In TamilNadu, measures
arebeingtakentoaddress
this. Currently,the TMCsu-
pportsthe TVK (Tamilaga
VettriKazhagam). Wewill
makeanofficialannounc-
ementwhentheelections
approach”“The Congress
ispartofthe TVKalliance.
Therearenodifferences of
opinionbetweenthe Congr-
essandthe TMC;” hesaid.

onburstingfirecrackers wi-
thina300&meter radius of
locations such ashospitals,
educationalinstitutions,and
old&agehomes.

Thesale of firecracke-
rs through online platfo-
rms hasbeen prohibited.
Atthesametime, thesaleof
unapproved green firecrac-
kers, firecrackers containing
barium,and ‘series’ crackers
(garland&stylefirecrackers)
remainsbanned. Intheirord-
er, thejudgesstated that this
temporary relaxation will
concludeon November 8th,
andacompletebanon firec-
rackerswill comebackinto
effectin Delhiand the NCR
regionstarting November 9th.

Trump Warns US May Target Iran’s
Nuclear FacilitiesIf No Deal Reached

USA:FormerUS
President Donald Tru-
mphasindicated thatthe
United States might target
Iran’snuclear facilitiesif
adiplomaticresolution
isnotachievedtoendthe

ongoingtensionsin West
Asia. Speakingto Fox Ne-
ws, Trump asserted that
Americanforcespossess
the capability to carryout
suchan operation swiftly,

“inliterally one

hour,” whilealso suggesting
a“verygoodchance” of rea-
chinganagreement.
Trumpstated thathis
administrationhad pre-
viouslyweakened Iran’s
militaryand nuclear cap-
abilities. Heemphasized
thatpreventingIranfrom
acquiringnuclear weapons
remainsakeyobjective, de-
scribing Tehranasaleading
state sponsor of terrorism.

actions, Trump mentioned
directingoperationsto pr-

eventIranfromdeveloping
nucleararms, citing figures

Recalling past military

Mun|C|paI CommlssmnerSameeran heId d|scu33|onswnhthe National Disaster

Response Force (NDRF)team—who have arrived atthe municipal community
welfare centerinthe Thiruvottiyurarea—andinspectedtheirequipment.

like Qasem Soleimanias
examplesofthosenolo-
ngerathreat.Heclaimed
thatIran’s military, incl-
udingitsnavy,air force,
andairdefensesystems,
hasbeensubstantially
weakened, withlimited
capacitytoproduce more
missilesor drones. Trump
clarified thatthe current
situationisnotanactive
warbutwarned thatfurther
militaryaction could follow
ifIranfailstoagree. Hestre-
ssed thatthe USnegotiates
fromaposition of strength,
preferringadiplomaticset-
tlementtoavoid casualties.

Theseremarksfoll-
owreportsofrenewed US
militaryactivity targeting
Iranianlocations, includi-
ng QeshmIsland,and come
amidstclaimsbycomm-
entator Tucker Carlson
thatIsraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahuwas
pressuring Trump regar-
dingapotentialstrikeon
Iransalleged underground
nuclear facilityat Pickaxe
Mountain.
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POLITICALRALLIESORANATTACK

ONPEOPLE'SLIVELIHOODS?
Leadersr RoadsChoke TradersSuffer'

I n a democracy, political part1 es
have every right toorganise rallies,
conferences and protests. But should
these political activities come at the
cost of ordinary people’s livelihoods?

Amassive rallyorganised by the INDIA
bToc inDelhi reportedly brought traffic
toastandstill and severely disrupted
business. According to traders’ asso-
ciations, nearly 2.5 Takh shops and 25
major markets were affected, resulting
inanestimated11,000 croredisruption
to tradeinasingleday.

For political Teaders, arallyisa
show of strength. For small traders, it
canmeanaday’s income lost!

Who wil1 compensate shopkeepers for
their losses?Whowill pay the dailywages
of workers unable to reach their workp-
Taces? Whowill protect the Tivelihoods
of street vendors, transportworkers and
middle&class families?

Disrupting commercial activities du-
ring the festive seasonis particularly
damaging.

This concernapplies toevery politi-
cal party, whether ruling or opposition.
No political gathering should hold the
public’s daily Tife hostage.

Large political conferences should
be organised away frombusy commercial
centres. Authorities must ensure unin-
terrupted traffic, emergency services
and business activities.

Political Teaderswho claimto fight
for the peoplemust first respect their
Tivelihoods.

A rally attended by 1akhs may be a po-
Titical success. But if it leaves a poor
family’s kitchen without food, itisa
failure of democracy!

Politics must serve the people, not
make them suffer!

— Editor,
Madurai Mani Newspaper)

\_
Demand foran Overpassat

Viraganur Junction

Petition Submitted at

Grievance Redressal Meeting

MADURAL: A petition was submitted at the grie-
vanceredressal meeting requesting the construction
ofan overpassat the Viraganur junction on the Ri-
ngRoad to prevent traffic congestion and accidents.
The Madurai District Grievance Redressal Meeting washeld
under the chairmanship of Collector Nishanth Krishna.

Attendeesincluded District Revenue Officer (DRO)
Anbazhagan, Personal Assistant Parthiban, Social Security
Officer Ponraj, District Supply Officer (DSO) Rajaguru,
and Deputy Director of Fisheries Kasinathapandian,am-
ongothers. Duringthe meeting, the Collector distributed
two&wheelers equipped with refrigerated boxes—int-
ended for the sale of fish—to 12 beneficiariesunder the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY),
with eachunitvalued atRs. 75,000 (totaling Rs. 9lakh).
Inapetition submitted by Rajkumar, asocial activist from
Panaiyur,itwas noted that fiveroads convergeat the Vira-
ganurjunctiononthe RingRoad. Alarge volume of traffic
flowsthrough these fiveroads daily between 5:00 AM and
11:00PM.

Thejunctionexperiences constant traffic congestion,
leadingto delays, increased fuel consumption,andsignificant
mentalstressforboth driversand passengers. Furthermore,
morethan20accidentsoccuratthislocationeveryday. To
addresstheseissues, the petition requests the construction
ofan overpass atthe Vlraganur junctionon the ng Road.

rvadiin Nellaidistrict,
localresidents are watchingwithamazementasacow
nursessomelambs.

- Iﬁ Kothaisériviliag ,ne
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NCPIeaders raisethe banner of revolt

against Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra Pawar
Complaintlodged in person with Union Minister Amit Shah

NEW DELHI: Senior
leaders ofthe Nationali-
stCongress Party (NCP)
haveraised thebannerof

revoltagainstpartyleader
and Deputy Chief Minister
SunetraPawar.
Theymetwith Union Mi-
nister Amit Shahin Delhi
yesterday. Maharashtra
Deputy ChiefMinister Su-
netra Pawar currentlyhol-
dstheportfolios of Excise,
Sports,and Youth Welfare.

Shehasbeenurging Chief
Minister DevendraFadn-
avistoallocatethe Finance
portfolio—previouslyheld
byherhusband, Ajit Paw-
ar—toher. Furthermore,
sheisreportedlymaneu-
veringtoappointherson,
Parth Pawar, to the position
of NCP partypresident.
Seniorpartyleadershave
expressed strong objectio-
nstothesemovesandhave
openlyraised thebanner of

revolt.
Againstthisbackdrop,
senior NCP (Ajit Pawar fa-
ction)leaders—including
Praful Patel, Sunil Tatkare,
and DhananjayMunde—
metwith Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shahin Delhi
yesterday. Itisunderstood
thattheyheldsignificant
discussionsregarding the
issuessurrounding Sunetra
Pawarandherson, Parth
Pawar.

No Plans to Increase Milk Prices
Aavin Management Clarifies

CHENNAL: Follow- &
ingreportssuggestinga &

potential hike in milk B

prices, the Aavin ma-
nagement has issued §

aclarification, urging * & ;

thepublicnottobelieve §
unverified information.
Reportshademerged claiming
thatthe Aavin management
hadrecommended to the
governmentanincreasein
milkpricesbyRs.5perlitre.
This proposed recom-
mendation drew criticism
fromvariouspoliticalleaders,
including PMKPresident An-

bumaniand AMMK General
Secretary TTV Dhinakaran.
Inresponsetothesereports,
the Aavin managementis-
suedastatement clarifying
thesituation: “Reportshave
surfaced claimingthat Aav-
inhasrecommendedaprice
increase of Rs. 5 perlitreto
thegovernment.

Keeping the public
interestin mind, Aavin
continuesto providehigh-
B &qualitymilkand dairypr-
oductsatreasonableprices”
Aavinoperatesbybalan-
cingtheinterests of milk
producers—including
the procurement price paid
tothem—with theinterests
ofthe consumers.
Thenewscirculatingon
social mediaregarding an
increaseinmilk pricesisfalse.
Therefore, the publicisadvised
nottobelievesuchunverified
information.

PakistansuffersalossofRs 3.3 lakh crore
duetotradesuspensionwithIndia

LAHORE:Noor Muha-
mmad Kasuri, Chairman of
the Pakistan&India Trade
Council, hasstated that Pa-
kistanhasincurred alossof
approximately Rs 3.3 lakh
crore following the suspensi-
onoftradewithIndiain2019.
In2019,anattack carried out
byterroristsfrom Pakistanin
the Pulwama region of Kas-
hmirresulted in the deaths
of over 40 CRPF personnel.
Following this, India susp-

ended trade with Pakistan.

Regardingthis, Noor Mu-
hammad Kasuri, Chairman
ofthe Pakistan&India Trade
Council, remarked that the
cessation of trade with India
hascostPakistanaboutRs3.3
lakhcrore.

Specifically, Pakistani
tradershavebeenforcedto
importessential goods—such
assugar, fertilizers, cement,
petroleum products, iron,
andvegetables—from distant

countries. Thishasledtoan
increaseintransportation
andfreightcosts.

Bysourcing pharmaceu-
tical productsdirectly from
India, thissector could save
between2and3billiondollars
annually. Hestated thatifthe
two nations—which share
acommon history, culture,
and familial ties—were to
resumetrade,itwould prove
beneficial forbusinessesin
both countries.

75 TASMAC Supervisors Suspended for
Protestlngby Closmg Shopsin Krishnagiri

KRISHNAGIRI: InKris-
hnagiridistrict, 75 TASMAC
supervisors have been susp-
endedfor participatingina
protestthatinvolved closing
down TASMACliquorshops.
Aschemeforthereturnofempty
liquorbottleshasbeenimplem-
entedin TASMACshopsacross
TamilNadu.

Underthisinitiative, indiv-
idualswhoreturnemptyliquor
bottlesarepaid 10rupees. To
facilitatethis, thegovernment
hasmandated anadditional
chargeof 10rupeesontheprice
ofliquor. Furthermore, for pur-
chasesexceeding1,000rupees,
thegovernmenthasdirectedthat
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usbeensured. Consequently,
TASMAC staffhad been on
strikeforthe pasttwo days.

=2 InKrishnagiridistrict, 387

paymentsbemadeviacashless
transactions using QR codes.
Staffhavealso beeninstructed
toscan theemptyliquor bottles
upon theirreturn. However,
employeeshaveraised conce-
rns, statingthat since only two
scanningmachineshave been
provided per shop, these new
proceduresarecausingdelaysin
salesandincreasing the workl-
oadforthestaff. Theemployees
havedemandedthat personnel
forthebottledrreturnprocess
behiredthroughaprivate co-
ntractingfirm, thatadditional
scanningmachines beprovided,
andthattheirjobsecurity and
permanentemployment stat-

employeesacross 110shops
participated inthe protest.

« TASMAC Manager Chen-

| giz Khan held discussions
withthem.

Subsequently, shower-
cause notices wereissued to
110supervisorsthedaybefore
yesterday, andtoanother 25 su-
pervisors yesterday, seekingan
explanationfortheiractions.
Meanwhile, last night, the TAS-
MACmanagement suspended
75supervisors. Sourceswithin
the TASMACadministration
haveindicated that ifthe shops
donotopenasusualtoday, fur-
theractionwillbetaken against
theremainingsupervisorsand
salesstaff. TASMACemployees
expressed their distress, noting
that theissuanceofnoticesand
the suspension of supervisors
haveledto growingdissatisf-
actionwiththegovernment.
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We are left begging states forrice and lentils
thisisalsoa reason forthe pricerise

MADURALIL Tamil Na-
duisnotself&sufficientin
the production of rice and
pulses. Duetotheimpactof
EINiflo—whichhas caused
erraticrainfall, droughts,
and extremeheat—agricult-
uralyieldsacrossIndiahave
declined,leadingtoarise
inthe prices ofrice, pulses,
and various groceryitems
over the past few months.
Velshankar, President of the
Tamil NaduFoodgrain Me-
rchants Association, stated:

Werely on North Indian
states for pigeon peas (tur
dal),black gram (urad dal),
and green gram (moong
dal). Onlyasmall quantity
ofblackgramisproducedin
Thanjavur. Tokeep pricesin
check, the Central governm-
entpermitsimports.

Overthelastthree mo-
nths, the prices of these co-
mmoditieshaveincreased

(100kg). We procure these |
goods from North Indian
statesand sellthemhereata
slightlyhigher price; thereis
noscopeforhoardingstock |
tosellatinflated priceslater.
Previously, we used to pro-
curewhole pigeonpeasand
process them into split dal
(dal); now, we purchasethe
splitdal directly. Pricesare
determined by the North
Indian states, not by Tamil
Nadu.

Furthermore, the co-
nflictsinvolving the US,
Israel, and Iran, coupled
withrising fuel prices, have
servedasindirectfactorsco-
ntributingto the price hikes.
Spicessuch as coriander
seeds, cumin, fennel, fen-
ugreek,and mustard seeds
are sourced from Gujarat;
erraticrainfallisthe primary
reason for the priceincreases
intheseitemsaswell.

Tamarind is sourced

from Tumakuru in Kar-
natakaand from rural ar-
eas within Tamil Nadu.
Diwaliis celebrated across
India,and asdemandrises,
prices naturallyincrease.
Compared to three months
ago, theprices of various pu-
Iseshave gone up. However,
following the conclusion of
Navaratri, Ayudha Puja,and
Vijayadashami, the prices of
black and white chickpeas
(varieties of *sundal*) have
seenasignificantdecline”
Green Gram (Mo-

by upto31,000 per quintal

Punjab: Three suspendedAamAadmi Party (AAP) MLAs from Punjab joined
the BJPin Delhiyesterday. This marks afresh setback forthe ruling party ahead
ofthe 2027 Assembly elections.

Multlple -vehicle collisionin Ulundurpet

KALLKURICHI:A
series of collisionsinvo-
lvingseveralvehiclesin
Ulundurpethascauseda
major stir. Numerousbuses
operatedaily from Chenn-
aitothesoutherndistricts
of Tamil Nadu, withahigh
frequencyof expressbuses
and private (omni) buses
running, especiallyduring

thenight.

Consequently, thenat-
ionalhighwaystretchesin
thisregionremainbusyat
alltimes.

Lastnight,onthe Chenna-
i&Trichy National High-
wayin Ulundurpet, three
private (omni) busesand
agoodslorrywereinvo-
Ivedinachain&reaction

collision.

Theaccident, which
occurrednearthegovern-
mentinspectionbungalow,
left 10 people—including
onewoman—severelyin-
jured;theyhavebeensent
toahospital for medical
treatment.

Uponreceivinginfor-
mation, thepolicerushed
tothesceneandbeganan
investigationinto the cause
oftheaccident.

Trafficonthe Chenna-
i&Trichy National Highw-
aywasdisrupted forabout
anhourduetotheincide-
nt. Thepolicecleared the
vehiclesfromtheroadand
restored the flow of traffic.

Firebreaksoutata deliverycompany
warehouse; security guard dies from suffocation

CHENNALI: A private
delivery company operated
awarehouseinthe Agaram
area, near Peravallur, Chennai.
Ramamoorthy, aresident of
the Mathur area, worked as
asecurity guard for the firm.
This morning, afiresuddenly
broke out atthe warehouse,
and thick black smoke began

to billow out.

Upon noticing this, the
securityguard, Ramamoorthy,
entered the warehouse. He
becametrappedinthe dense
smoke,

which led to suffoca-
tion, and he tragically
passed away at the scene.
Following the incident, fire

crews from Sembium and
Kolathur rushed to the lo-
cation. They recovered the
body of Ramamoorthy and
sent it to the Periyar Nagar
Government Hospital fora
post-mortem examination.
Afteran hour-longeffort, the
firefighters managedto com-
pletely extinguish the blaze.
The Peravallur police have
registered a case regarding
theincident.

They are currently inves-
tigatingto determine whether
thefirewascaused by an elec-
trical short circuit or some
other factor.

InThoothukudidistrict, in connect|on withtwo separate murder casesreg-

istered atdifferentpolice stations, atotal of sevenindividuals were sentenced
yesterday: one washanded adoublelife sentence, while the other sixwere given

life sentences.

ong Dal) // 95 // 114

Black Gram (Ur-
ad Dal) // 130 // 133
' Bengal Gram (Ch-

ana Dal) // 87 // 98
Fenugreek // 85 // 96
Black Pepper//750//810
Turmeric // 250 // 285
Tamarind // 120 // 120
Coriander Seeds//170//190
Black Chickpeas//85//78
White Chickpeas//110//100
Cumin Seeds//260//300
Fennel Seeds//120//180
Mustard Seeds//84//104
Rajendran, Secretaryofthe
Madurai District Rice Mill
Owners’ Association, stated
thefollowing:

Although paddyprodu-
ctionin TamilNaduishigh,
thefine&grainricevarieties
preferred by the publicarenot
readilyavailable. Rice prices
haverisenduetoinconsistent
supplyfrom Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka,and Telangana.
Previously, ‘aged’ (matured)

riceof thesevarieties wassold
at365 perkg;however, dueto
adeclineinsupply,ithasbeen
retailingatI80toI85perkg
for the pasttwo months. In
wholesaleoutlets, itwassold
foruptoI75perkg.

Withthe currentarrival
of new&seasonrice from
AndhraPradeshand Telang-
ana, the prices for fine&grain
varieties—suchasRNR, Ak-
shaya, Ponni, Amman, and
Sona—haveremained stable.
New&seasonrice, harvested
around August&September,
iscurrentlyavailableat365
perkg, while varieties that
havebeenaged forabouta
yearare priced slightly hig-
her.Headded thatpricesare
unlikelytoincrease further
until Deepavali.

Price List:
Items// Previous Month’s Price
(perkg) //November Price
Toor Dal (Split Pigeon Peas)
/1124//148

Price oflceberg Lettuce
UsedinSoups and Salad
Rises; Farmers Rejoice

NILAGIRI: InKotagirianditssurroundingareas
intheNilgirisdistrict, farmers cultivateavariety of hill
vegetables—suchascarrots, beetroots, cabbage, beans,
cauliflower,and potatoes—acrossvaststretches ofland.
Additionally, in areas near Kotagiri—including Kooka-
Ithorai, Masakal, Theenatti, Kathavuthorai,and Elada—
farmersalso growexport-quality “English vegetables,”
suchaszucchini, iceberglettuce, celery,broccoli, leeks,

andbok choy.

Becausethe procurementpricesfortraditional hill veg-
etablesfluctuate unpredictably, oftenleadingtolosses,

farmers have 1ncreasmglyturnedthe1r interesttoward

cultivatingthese English vegetables.
Kotagirianditssurroundingregionshave experi-
enced continuousrainfall over the past fewweeks, which
hashelpedtheiceberglettuce cropsthrive. Farmersare
alsousinghandheld sprayerstoapply treatmentsthat
protectthe cropsfromdiseasesand pestinfestations.
Explainingthe process, farmersnoted thaticeberg
lettucerequires 70 days from plantingto harvest. Some
private companiesfacilitate this cultivation by providing
thenecessaryseeds, seedlings, agricultural inputs,and

protectivetreatments.

These companiesalso establish a stable minimum pro-
curementprice, ensuring thatfarmersare not negatively
impactedregardless of whether market procurement

pricesriseorfall.

Furthermore, many farmershave chosento purchase
their own seedsindependently, rather thanrelyingon
thoseprovided by private firms. Over thelast fewweeks,
the procurementpriceforiceberglettucehasreachedas
highas¥80perkilogram. Currently, the purchase price
hasrisentoRs.220perkilogram.

Theyield oficeberglettucehasincreased, bringing
joytothefarmers. Thisvegetableisusedinthe prepara-
tionof saladsand soups,andalarge portion of theiceberg
lettuceharvestisexported. With the purchase prices
for ‘English vegetables’ (temperate-climate vegetables)
seeingasignificantupward trend, farmerswho have
cultivated them stand agood chance of makinga profit.

The Sathuragiri Sundaramahalinga Swamy
Templeislocatedinthe Western Ghats. The Forest
Departmenthas granted permission fordevoteesto
trek up the mountainto offer prayers atthe temple for
fourdays—fromthe 6th to the 9th of this month—coin-
cidingwith the occasions of PradoshamandAmavasya
(newmoonday).
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State W|Id||fe Board Costltuted Unde'rthe hlef
Minister’s Leadership: 32 Representatives Appointed

CHENNALI: A State Wildl-
ifeBoard hasbeen constituted
with the Chief Minister asits
Chairperson, comprising 32
appointed representatives.
The Boardisestablished in
accordance with the Wildlife
(Protection) Act,1972.

ThisBoard will provide
counsel to the State Gover-
nmenton matters concer-
ning wildlife conservation
and forest management.
It willadvise the State Go-
vernment on the selection
ofareastobedesignatedas
national parks or wildlife
sanctuaries,aswellason the
managementofsuchareas.

Furthermore, the Board will
offer guidancetothegovern-
mentin formulating policies
for the protection of wildlife
andspecificplantspecies. The
ChiefMinister of the state
servesas the Chairperson
ofthisBoard.

Following the assum-
ption of office by the new

administration, the Tamil
Nadu State Wildlife Board
hasbeen completelyreco-
nstituted.

Chief Minister Vijay
hasbeenappointedasthe
Chairperson, and the Mi-
nister for Forests, Ranjith
Kumar, hasbeenappointed
asthe Vice&Chairperson.
Membersrepresenting the
Legislative Assembly in-
clude MLAs M. Sudhakar
(Katpadi), S. Karthikeyan
(Madurai East),and M.R.
Pallavi (Thiru.Vi.Ka. Nagar).
Representativesfromnon&-
governmental organizations
(NGOs) engaged in wildlife

and nature conservation
havealsobeenappointedas
members.

Theseinclude Jose Lo-
uis from the Wildlife Trust
ofIndia (based in Noida),
T.R.Shankar Raman, a se-
nior scientistat the Nature
Conservation Foundati-
on (based in Mysuru), and
Balaji Vedarajan from the
Ombkar Foundation (based
in Thanjavur). Ten experts
from fieldsincluding wild-
life conservation, biology,
and environmental research
havebeenappointedasme-
mbers. Thisis stated in the
governmentorder.

Indian Tourist Dies in Nepal Helicopter
Crash, Ch|II|ngV|deo Emerges

KATHMANDU: AnIndi-
antouristtragicallylosthislife
andthreeotherswereinjured

aftertwohelicopterscollided .=

mid&airduringlandingin
Nepal’s Solukhumbu district.

Theincident,whichocc-

urred on Tuesdaymorning,
involvedaircraft operated by
AirDynastyand Fishtail Air.

The deceased hasbeen
identified as Vasanth Kumar
Balaramaramadu, anIndian
nationaltravelingaboardthe
Fishtail Airhelicopter. Hisbody
wastransportedtoamedical
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facilityin Lukla,asconfirmed
by Inspector Mausam Tam-
angof The Kathmandu Post.

Another passenger, Sh-
ailesh Krishna Patel,a New
Zealand citizen of Indian

s ‘ﬁ‘

origin, sustained injuries
and wasairlifted to Medic-
iti Hospital in Kathmandu.
Both helicopter pilotsalso
received minorinjuriesand
areundergoing treatmentin

Kathmandu.

The collision took place
around 8:11 amatPheriche,
Khumbu Pasang LhamuRu-
ral Municipality, whileboth
helicopterswereattempting
toland. CCTV footage of
theaccidenthassurfaced,
showingthetwoaircraftdr-
iftingdangerously closebe-
foretheirrotorbladesmade
contact. Authoritiesarestill
gatheringdetailsregarding
thetotalnumber of passen-
gersonboardatthetime of
theimpact.

L. Sivaramakrishnan becomes spin bowling
coachat the Assam Cricket Association Academy

ASSAM: Former Indian
legerspinner Laxman Siv-
aramakrishnan has taken
charge as the spin bowling
coachatthe ACA Academy.
Hewill hold this position for
oneyear, startingfrom Nove-
mber2026. Basedatthe ACA
Cricket Academy in Phulung,
North Guwahati, he will ov-
erseea structured training
program designed for young
and emerging spin bowlers.
Bornin Chennaion December
31,1965, Sivaramakrishnan
made hismarkin cricketata
veryyoungage.

Asa l12&yeardrold, he
drew attention by taking 7
wickets for just 2runsinan
interérschool match. During
his debut for Tamil Nadu in
the 1981¢»82 Ranji Trophy, he
claimed 7 wicketsfor 28 runs
inthesecond innings against
Delhi. Thisexceptional legess-
pinperformance brought him
into the national spotlight.
Shortly thereafter, he made
his debut for the Indian Test
teamat theage of just 17 years
and 118days—afeatthat, at
thetime, made him the you-
ngest Indian to debut in Test
cricket. Although he did not

2

takeanywickets in hismaiden
Test against the West Indies,
he went on to showcase his
talentinsubsequent matches.
The Testmatchagainst England
in Mumbaiduringthe 1984¢+85
seriesstands as one of the fin-
estchapters of his cricketing
career. Inonly hissecond Test
match, hetook 6 wicketsineach
innings—atotal of 12 wickets
for 181 runs. Hisexceptional
bowlingperformance helped
Indiasecure an 8&wicket vi-
ctoryinthatmatch. However,
after claiming 18 wicketsinthe
firstthreeinnings ofthat seri-
es, Sivaramakrishnan’s form
declined. Ashegrewtaller, he
struggled tolandthe ballin
therightareas, increasingly
endingup bowling fulltosses.
Nevertheless, Sivaramakrish-
nanplayedakeyroleinIndia’s
triumph atthe 1985 Benson &
Hedges World Championship
of Cricket held in Australia.

WhentheIndianteam, led by
Sunil Gavaskar, won thetitle,
Sivaramakrishnanemerged
| asthe tournament’sleading
wicketertaker.

His contribution was
alsovitalto India’svictory
inthefinal against Pakistan.
Inhisinternational career,

hetook 26 wicketsin 9 Test
matchesand 15wicketsin 16
ODIs. Heachieved afivedsw-
ickethaulthreetimesanda
tenéwicket match haulonce
in Test cricket, with his best
bowlingfigures being 6/64.
Indomesticcricket, heplayed
for Tamil Nadufor alongper-
iod, taking 154 wicketsacross
76 firstérclassmatches. His best
bowlingfiguresin firste>class
cricket were7/28.
Sivaramakrishnan, who
excelled atbowlinglegespin,
googlies, and topespin, embar-
kedonanewjourneyasacricket
commentator afterretiringfrom
thesport. He made his debut
inthe commentary box during
the 2000 Test match between
India and Bangladesh and,
forovertwo decades, became
adistinctivevoicein explaining
thetechnical aspectsof cricket

spinbowling. Healsoservedas
aplayerrepresentative on the
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) Cricket Committee.
InMarch 2026, Sivaramak-
rishnan announced his dep-
arturefromthe BCCI’spanel
ofcommentators. Sincethen,
hehasfocused onsharinghis
experience with youngspin
bowlers. On October 18, he
participatedin atraining
camp at the Assam Cricket
Academy, where heimpart-
edtheintricacies of legéspin
bowlingtothe youngplayers.
Hehasnow officially taken
ontheroleof spinébowling
coach at the same academy.
Uponassuming thisnew posit-
ion, Sivaramakrishnan stated
thathisobjectiveistodevelop
spinbowlerswho possesstalent,
astrongmentaltemperament,
and, most importantly, the
courageto fearlessly atta-
ck batters and take wickets.
Havingearnedaspotinthe
Indianteamatayoungageand
madeasignificantimpact on
theglobal stage with his leges-
spin, Sivaramakrishnan now
bringshisextensivecricketing
experienceto directly coach

—particularlythenuancesof theyoungspinnersofAssam.

Local 03.11.2026 OutStation 04.11.2026|
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The Umon MlmsterforSomaI Justiceand Empowerment, Dr. Vlrendra Kumaratthe mauguratlon ofthe
Shilp SamagamMela 2026 at DilliHaat, INA,in New Delhi.

“Remove Adhav Arjuna from the Cabinet”
Demand by BJP Spokesperson

HYDERABAD:N.V.Su-
bhash, the chiefspokesperson
forthe Telangana BJP, hasde-
mandedthat Adhav Arjuna
beremovedfromthe Cabinet,
followinghis call forasepar-
atestateflag for Tamil Nadu.
Speakingon this matter, N.
V.Subhash...Subhashstated,
“How cana Tamil Nadumini-
ster, Adhav Arjuna,demanda
separatestate flag? Tomorrow,
hemightgoontodemanda
separatecurrency,aseparate
Prime Minister,aseparate con-
stitution,and separate powers.
Indiahasalreadyfaced such
asituationinthepast.

Followingindependence

in1947,550 princely states
wereintegrated into India
under theleadership of the
then&Home Minister, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel—a process
that,inthecaseofthe princely
stateof Hyderabad, involved
bloodshed.

Ittook 16 monthsafter
1947 for the princely state of
Hyderabad tobeintegrated
intotheIndian Unionunder
the Constitution of India.

Therefore, the Bharatiya
JanataParty (BJP) demands
that the Chief Minister of
Tamil Naduimmediately
remove Adhav Arjunafrom
thecabinet.

Furthermore, weurge
the TamilNadu Policetoin-
itiate criminal proceedings
againsthimandensureheis
imprisoned. Those holding
constitutional or official po-
sitions mustactresponsibly
andrefrain from expressing

viewsthatthreaten thenati-
on’sintegrityor publicpeace.
A ministerin Tamil Nadu,
holdingasignificantofficial
portfolio, should not make
suchstatements.” Earlier, wh-
ilespeakingata ‘“TamilNadu
Day’ eventheldin Chennai
on Sunday (November 1),
Minister Adhav Arjunahad
remarked, “Justasother stat-
eshavetheirownindividual
stateflags, Tamil Nadushould
alsohaveanofficial stateflag
centered onits Tamilidentity.
Thisflagshould be hoisted
with pride—alongside the
national tricolor—onNov-
emberlandJuly18”

NSA Doval MeetsVietnamese President,
Bolsters Indla-Vletnam StrategicTies

NEW DELHI: National |
Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval recently met
Vietnamese President T6
Lamin Hanoi, expressing
gratitude for Vietnam’s cr-
ucialroleinadvancingthe
India&Vietnam Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership.Thishigh&level

interaction underscoresthe
growingwarmthandstra-
tegicalignmentbetween
thetwo nations, particularly
intheIndo&Pacificregion.

The meetinghighlighted
thesignificant progress made
inbilateral relations, which
were formallyelevated toan

Enhanced Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership during
President Lim’svisitto India
earlier thisyear.

Doval conveyed greetings
from the Indian Prime Mi-
nister,emphasizing India’s

commitmenttodeepening
thisvital partnership.
Duringhis visit, NSA
Dovalengagedinaseries
of crucial discussions. He
metwith Vietnam’s Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs, Le

' Hoai Trung, to strategize

niversaryof diplomaticties
| in2027, envisioningjoint
celebrationsthatreflect the
strongbond.

Further, Dovalheld ta-
lks with Senior Lieutenant
General Luong Tam Quang,
Minister of Public Security, fo-
cusingonenhancingsecurity
cooperationand expanding

multifaceted engagement, a
testament to the deep trust
between the two countries.

Defence collaboration
alsofeatured prominently,
with Dovalmeeting Deputy
Prime Ministerand Minister
of National Defence, General
Phan Van Giang. Bothsides
reviewed ongoing defence
cooperationand pledged
to intensify collaborative
activities.

These engagements coll-
ectivelyreinforce therobust
foundation of the India&V-
ietnam relationship, crucial
for regional stability and
economic prosperity.

Indian NavyRescues Fishing Vesseland
20 Crew Members Hijacked Near Somalia

SOMALIA: TheIndian Navy
hassuccessfullyrescuedafishing
vesselnamed Asini’, whichhad
been hijacked by armedpirates
offthecoastofSomalia. All20
crew membersonboard were
rescued safely and unharm-
ed. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhhascommendedthe In-
dian Navy for this operation.
AccordingtotheIndian Navy,
agroup ofarmed pirates had
hijacked thefishingvessellast
month.

They intended to use it
asa ‘mothership’to launch
attacks on merchant vessels
passingthrough theregion.
Recognizingthesignificant threat
this posed to maritime secur-
ity, theIndian Navylaunched
arescuemission. Deployinga
warshipandamaritimesurvei-

llanceaircraft, theNavylocated
andtrackedthehijackedvessel.
Throughpersistent surveillance
andtheapplication offirmyet
nonéviolent tactics, the Navy
managedtocorner thevessel,
preventingitsescape.

A C&17 aircraft of the
Indian Air Forcewas utilized
intheoperation, enablingthe
preciseinsertionofthe Navy’s
specialforces ontothevessel.

Actingwithlightningsp-
eed, the naval commandos
took control of the ship and
neutralized the threat posed
bythepirates, ensuringthesafe
rescueofall 20 crew members.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
haspraised the Indian Navy for
thisdecisiveoperation. Inapost
onXregardingthis, hestated:
“CongratulationstotheIndian

Navyforthesuccessfulrescue
0f20 crew members from the
fishingvessel Asini’—which
had been hijacked by pirates
inthe Arabian Sea, 3,000 km
away from Mumbai—follo-
wingacoordinated48&hour
operation. Withtimely supp-
ortfromtheIndian Air Force,
theIndian Navysswiftaction
inlocating, intercepting, and
safely rescuingthevessel and
its crew from armed pirates
demonstratesits high level of

opemtzonal readiness andits
capabilityto takedecisiveact-
ion against maritimethreats.
Ourbravepersonnel haveonce
againproven Indiascapability,
intent, andresolvetoensurest-
ability, protectlives, anduphold
maritimesecurityinthelndian
Ocean Region.
Indiaremainssteadfastin
itscommitmenttoensuringa
securemaritimeenvironment
andafree, open, andsafeIndian
OceanRegion.”

18 Government Officials Arrested for Accepting
Bribes Across Tamil Nadu; Rs. 1.59 Crore Seized

CHENNALI: Throughout
the month of October, the
Directorate of Vigilanceand
Anti&Corruption (DVAC)ar-
rested 18 officialsacross Tamil
Naduforacceptingbribesand
seizedRs.1.59crorefromthem.
Aspartofongoing, high&-
impactoperations by the
DVAC, corruptofficialsare

beingarrested regularlyac-
rossthestate.
Duringaseries of raids
conductedinOctober, 18 gove-
rnmentofficialsandemployees
were taken into custody for
solicitingoracceptingbribes.
Thosearrestedincludeawide
rangeofgovernmentpersonn-
el, suchas Village Administra-

tive Officers, villageassistants,
commercialinspectors, health
officials, revenueinspectors,
bill collectors,an Additional
DistrictFire Officer,andjunior
engineers. Accordingtoapress
releaseissued bythe DVAC,
theraidsconducted overthe
pastmonthledtotheseizure
ofRs.1.59 crore—asumthat

includes unaccounted&for
funds, suchasthosereceived
via‘G&Pay’ (digital payment)
transactions. Furthermore,
infour separate corruption
cases, the courtshave han-
ded down prison sentences
to government employees,
withtermsranging fromtwo
tofouryears.
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