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CMVijayurgesthe Central Government
committeeto cancelthe NEET examination

Aresolutionagainstthe NEET examinationwas

passedunanimouslyinthe Legislative Assembly

CHENNAI: Nandan Ni-
lekani, Chairperson ofthe
High&Level Task Force on
Examination Reforms, along
with members Professor V.
Kamakoti, Anita Karwal,
and Shankar Maruwada,
metwith the Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu, S. Joseph Vi-

US  President DnaldTrump to Halt
$38,000 Crorein Financial Aid to Israel

WASHINGTON Us
President Donald Trump
hasmadeasurpriseannou-
ncementthatthe $4 billion
(approximatelyRs 38,000
crore) inannual financial
aidprovided bythe United

Statesto Israelwillbe disc-
ontinued bytheend ofthis

year.
The UShaslongpro-
videdbillionsofdollars
inmilitaryandeconomic
aidtoIsrael. Trumphas

now firmlystated that this
financialassistanceis co-
mingtoanend. Explaining
hisdecision, Trump said:
“Wehavebeen providing
Israel with up to $4billion
annuallyingoodsandcash.
Havingnow grownintoa
nation withastrongecono-
my, theynolongerrequire
thisfunding. Aftertheend
ofthisyear, nofurtherfin-
ancialaidwillbeprovided
toIsrael”

“Thavediscussed thisma-
tterin detail with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Wehavebeen
deliberatingon thisfor se-

veralyears,and Netanyahu
hasfullyunderstoodand
accepted my decision.”
“Inthe US, the politicalleft
and the DemocraticParty
have criticized the practice,
arguing thatitisunjustfor
taxpayer moneytobesent
toIsrael.

Thisdecision effecti-
velyremoves thebasis for
suchcriticism. Atthesame
time, Israelremainsfreeto
purchasemilitaryequipm-
entfromthe United States;
wearealways prepared to
manufactureandsell them
thearmstheyneed,” Trump
added.

ED raids premises linked to BLM founder Premkumar;
investigationintoaRs 5,000 crore fraud case

CHENNALI: Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officialsare
conductingsurpriseraidsto-
dayatlocationslinkedtoR.
Premkumar, the founder of
theorganization BLM (Bharat
LajnaMulti&State Housing
CooperativeSociety).

Thesearches, whichinc-
ludethe BLM officein Koya-
mbeduandseveral othersites
across Chennai, arebeing
carried outin connection with
analleged fraudamountingto
approximatelyRs 5,000 crore.

Theinvolvementofthe
Enforcement Directorate
has caused astir, especially
giventhat Premkumarhad
previouslybeenarrestedin
this matter and subseque-
ntly released by the court.
TheBharat Lajna Multi&State
Housing Cooperative Socie-
ty (BLM) wasestablishedin
2006 byR. Premkumarand
other founding members.
Theorganization operates 155
branchesacross Tamil Nadu,
Kerala,and Puducherry, with
amembership baseofappr-

oximately4.64lakh people.
The society has rep-
orted an annual turnov-
erofaround Rs 162 crore.
Meanwhile, Naveen, the fo-
rmer CEO of BLM, had filed
acomplaintagainst the fou-
nder, Premkumar, with the
Kozhikode Crime Branch.
Followingtheregistration ofa
case, Premkumar petitioned
theKeralaHigh Courttohave
theproceedings quashed.Itis
reported that Naveen subseq-
uentlyfiledanaffidavitstating
thatthe complaintwasbased
onamisunderstandingand
thathe wished towithdrawit.
Againstthisbackdrop, the
Kerala CrimeBranch police
arrested Premkumarin Ch-
ennaion October29.
Theyalsoinitiated steps
toproducehimbeforeacourt
inSaidapettoobtainatransit
warrantfor histransferto Ker-
ala. Ashereportedlyfellilland
fainted, medicalassistance was
provided viaanambulance.
Subsequently,duringahearing
atthe Kozhikode Criminal

CourtNo.40nOctober 30, the
courtordered theuncondition-
alreleaseof Premkumar, stating
thathisarrestwas unlawful
andthatduelegal procedures
hadnotbeen followed,acco-
rdingto the PLM company.
Meanwhile, S. Murugan,
VicePresidentof PLM, and
K.Manoharan, Managing
Director, issued ajoint sta-
tementyesterdayasserting
thattheallegations against
Premkumararefalseand that
thereareattemptstotarnish
the company’sreputation.
They stated that for the
past20years, deposits from
membersandinvestorshave
beenreturned upon maturity

along with the duereturns,
and thatthe company’sac-
countsareregularlyaudited
and submitted to the Office
oftheRegistrar.

Furthermore, theyafhir-
medthatthe companywould
addressany complaintsfiledag-
ainstitthroughlegal channels.
Againstthisbackdrop, Enf-
orcement Directorate (ED)
officialshavelaunchedraids
todayatlocationslinked to
PLM founder Premkumar.
The searchesarebeing co-
nducted atthe PLM office
in Koyambedu and several
othersitesacross Chennai.
Reportsindicatethatthe EDis
investigating potential money
launderingin connectionwith
anallegedfraudamountingto
approximately35,000crore.

This case—which has
alreadyseenanarrest,aco-
urt&orderedrelease,anda
formal clarification fromthe
company—hasnowdrawn
furtherattention duetothe-
se Enforcement Directorate
raids.

Double Allowance for Drivers and Conductors

CHENNALI: A stateme-
ntfrom Transport Minister
Parthiban: Buses mustbe
broughttoaproperhaltat
designated busstopstoen-
sure passengers can board

andalightsafely.

Branch managersand
regional managers musttake
immediateactionregarding
any complaints or petitions
received concerningthe cond-

uctofdriversand conductors.
Driversand conductorsop-
erating special busservices
during consecutive holidays
must stay exclusivelyin the
restrooms provided atthe

respectivebusterminals.
Ithasbeenordered that
driversand conductorswor-
kingonthesespecialservice
busesbe provided witha
doubleallowance.

jay, atthe Secretariat today.

During the meeting, the
Government of Tamil Nadu
expressedits opposition to
the conductof NEET—orany
NEET &like examinations
—foradmissioninto higher
educationalinstitutions.
The State government

urgedthat, instead, the marks
obtainedin Class 12 exami-
nationsshould serveasthe
solebasis foradmissions.
Reaffirming the State’s
stance, the Chief Minister
pointed to the unanimous
resolution passed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly

on August 11,2026, which
opposed NEET.
Furthermore, the State
governmentrecommended
the complete abolition of
NEET and similar examin-
ations foradmissionsinto
medicaland other higher
education courses.

Alsopresentduringthe
meeting were the Minister
for School Education, Ta-
mil Development, and In-
formation & Publicity, Mr.
Rajmohan; Chief Secretary
Dr. M. M. Saikumar; and
other senior government
officials.

The Union MinisterforHomeAffairsand Coopratlon Shr|Am|tShah gracedthe concludlng ceremony
ofthe Chhattisgarh RajyotsavatRaipur,in Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister Vijay to Honor
High Achieving Students Today

CHENNALI: Mi-
nister Anand hasan-
nounced that Chief
Minister Vijay, in his
capacityastheleader J "=
ofthe Tamizhaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), will
honor students who
secured thehighest
marksintheClass 10
and Class 12 public
examinations (cate-
gorized bylegislative
constituencies). The
felicitation cerem-
onyisscheduled to
takeplacetodayat2:00 PM
in Neelankarai, Chennai.
Apressreleaseissuedin this
regard states the following:
Greetingstoall.

Theleader of the Tami-
zhaga Vettri Kazhagamand
ChiefMinister of TamilNadu
hasmadeitanannual prac-

ticeto personallyinviteand
honor students from Tamil
Naduand Puducherrywho
achievethehighestmarksin
their Class 10 and Class 12
publicexaminations.
Inline with this, the fi-
rst phase of the felicitation
ceremony for this year’s hi-
gh&achieving students will

beheld today (Wednesday,.

November4,2026) at the
R.K. Convention Center
in Neelankarai, Chennai.
Students and their parents
arerequestedtoarriveatthe
venueby 11:00 AM today for
theverification of certificates.
Lunchwillalsobe provided
tothem.

Theleader of
the Tamizhaga
VettriKazhagam
and Chief Mi-
nister of Tamil

-—Idy-ll,L—,o Naduisplacing

| special emphasis
onensuringthat
thefuturesociety
" isprosperousand
healthy.

Weareplea-
. sedtoannounce
thattheleader of
the Tamizhaga
VettriKazhagam
and ChiefMinister of Tamil
Nadu will attend the event
todayat2:00 PMto present ce-
rtificatesand incentiveawards
tothestudentsinthe presence
oftheir parents,and to offer
them his congratulations.
Thishasbeenstatedin the
release.

Elon Musk Sarcastic After Republican Losses: ‘Space
Lasers Didn’tWork’, Pitches Data Centers in Space

USA:Billionaireentrepr-
eneur Elon Muskhasreacted
to the sweeping Democratic
victoriesinthe2026 USmid-
termelections with sarcastic
remarksonX.

Hiscommentscameafter
Republicans suffered major
electoral setbacksdespitehis
extensive financial support
fortheir candidates.

Musk, one ofthebiggest
financialbackersof Republican
candidates, reportedly spent
around USD 250 million to
aid theparty’scongressional
campaigns. Despite thissig-
nificantinvestment, Demo-
cratsmadesubstantial gains,

reclaimingcontrolofboth the
HouseofRepresentativesand
the Senate,anotablesshiftin
Washington’s power balance.

Intwoseparateposts, Musk
quipped, “Datacentersinspace
lookingprettyappealingright
now; followed by, “Guessmy
election&interfering space
lasersdidn’twork thistime.”
Theseremarkshighlighthis
apparentfrustration with the
election outcomes.

Akey defeatfor Republi-
cans, despite MusK’sbacking,
wasinthe Texas Senate con-
test. Republican candidate
Ken Paxtonlostto Democrat
James Talarico, markinga

significant Democraticbre-
akthroughinatraditionally
Republican area. Talarico,
duringhisvictory speech,
likened his campaignto the
biblical David and Goliath
story, positioning Musk, al-

ongside Donald Trumpand
the Washington DCestablis-
hment, asthe powerful forces
his campaign overcame.
Musk’scommentsabout
space&based data centers
alsohintatthe possibility of
movingsomeofhisbusiness
interestsbeyond Earth, es-
peciallyasthe Democratic
victoriesraise questionsabout
thefuturepolicy environme-
ntforthe Aland data center
industry. Theelectionresults
havestrengthened the Dem-
ocrats’ position, giving them
morescopetoinfluencefuture
legislationandscrutinizethe
currentadministration.
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Today horoscope

~  Youwilltake newinitiatives toincrease

familyincome. Your children will act responsi-

bly. Youwillbe able to discern who among those

around youare truly well-intentioned. Atyour

workplace, youwillreceive appreciation
fromyour superlors

Your social circleand external connections [ Y

willexpand. Youwill makeeffortstosettleold fu |
debts. Confusion will dissipate, bringing peace U
to your family. There willbe a pleasant atmo- -
sphereatyour workplace. Do not make promis-
esor commitments toanyone.
A marriage thathad been delayed will now come to frui-
- tion.Youwillbeable to purchaseitemsyouhave
.| longdesired. Youwill take steps to renovate and
i expand yourancestralhome. There willbean

inflow of money. Business will be profitable.
Avoid gettinginto arguments at your workplace.

Basicamenitiesand comforts willincrease. There will be
happiness within the family. Misunderstandings with friends
willberesolved. Issuesregarding ancestral
propertywillcome toan end. Inbusiness, you
willbesuccessfulin collecting outstanding dues. -
Atyourworkplace, youwill gain the support
ofyour superiors.

With the Moon moving through your sign, you
may experience tensionandatemporary

~ shortage of funds. Be careful, asa quicktemper
could costyou the friendship of good people;
itisbestto avoid arguments. Inbusiness, your
partnerswillbe supportive.

Your wishes will be fulfilled. You will regai
yourlost standing within the family. Expected
fundswillarrive. Your workload at the office
willdecrease. Inbusiness, you will attract
customers by employing new strategies.

Everything you touch will turn out well. Mental confusion

willfade, replaced by clarity. You will speak from a place of
I"7)  experience. Newavenueswillopenup tohelp you
1 settleold debts. Yoursiblings will value your words.
You will see progressinyour business.

Your words will carry more weight within the family.
Otherswill benefitbecause of you. You will renovate

and expand yourancestralhome. Thearrival of
friends will bringalivelyatmosphere to your ”
household. Youwillalso get your vehicle @
repaired or serviced. Businessand employment

will flourish.

You will gain the mental fortitude to handle any chal-
lenge. Siblings will provide strong support.
Vi A Travelswillleaveyou feeling refreshed. Business
' willbe brisk. Itisadvisable to maintainacalm
demeanorat the workplace.

Youwillimpress others with yourarticulate
speech. Ego-related issues will be resolved, fosters
ing greater harmony between spouses. You
will makesignificantdecisionsregarding the
future. Financial inflows will bring satisfaction.
Business will be profitable. Avoid getting into argu-
mentsat the workplace.

Negative thoughts mayarise but will
. soon pass. Seekadvice fromthe eldersinyour
family. Youmayattempt to sell anancestral
property. Business-related activities will in-
volveincreased runningaround. Donot make
enemies at the workplace.

Your standing among relatives willimprove. Youwill cut
back on extravagant expensesand save for the
future. Past misunderstandings will be cleared,
bringing happiness to the family. You will
achievesuccessinbusiness. Workload at the
officewill decrease.

Cakefor School
Studentson Nov13

CHENNAL: A circularissued by the Director of Ele-
mentaryEducation, P. A. Naresh, toall ChiefEducational
Officersstates that, in celebration of Children’s Day, cakes
willbe provided tostudents, teachers, and staffin govern-
mentand government&aided schools.
Vendorsarerequired to deliver the packaged cakesby
November 10. Subsequently, the cakes—along with gree-
ting cards for the students—are tobedistributed on Nov-
ember 13 (Friday). Since November 14 fallsona Saturday,
thedistributionisbeingscheduled for the precedingday.
Itmustbeensured thateverystudentreceivesagreeting
card, thecircular specifies.

Raid in Usilampatti

MADURALI: Officials from the Directorate of Vigi-
lanceand Anti&Corruption (DVAC) conducted araid
atthe Sub&Registrar’s officein Usilampattiyesterday
evening. Duringthe operation, theyseized Rs.7.20lakh
fromawomanwhohadarrived toregisteradocument
throughirregular means.

Additionally, sums of money wererecovered fromas-
sistantsto thedocumentwriters: Rs. 14,000 from Rajesh,
Rs. 3,000 from Pothiraja, Rs. 4,000 from Alagumalai, Rs.
8,000 from Kalanjiyam,andRs. 16,000 from Venugopal.
Intotal, theanti&corruption officials seized Rs. 7.65lakh

fromtheoffice. Aninquiryis currentlyunderway, with
the Sub&Registrar, Tamilselvi,being questioned regard-
ingtheincident.
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US Midterms 2026: Democrats Make Historic Gains in

Texas, Kansas, andlowa Reshaplng Political Landscape SAVEHUMANLIVES!

USA:The2026 US mi-
dtermelectionshaveseena
significantshiftin the political
landscape, with Democrats

achievinghistoricvictories -

intraditionally Republican
strongholdslike Texas, Ka-
nsas, and Iowa.

change from past electoral

trends, suggestingabroader
realignmentofvoter prefere-
ncesacrossthenation.

In Texas, GinaHinojosa
made history by defeating
Republican Governor Greg
Abbott,becomingthestate’s
first Latina governor and
endingover three decades
ofRepublican gubernatorial
dominance. Hinojosasecured

in 94 yearsthat Kansaswill
sendaDemocrattothe US
Senate, reﬂectmg Hamilton’s

Iowajoined thlS trend, as

W% DemocratRob Sand trium-

57.1% of thevotes agamst Ab-
bott’s41.7%. Similarly, James
Talaricosvictoryin the Texas
Senateracefurthersolidified
the Democraticadvancein
thestate.
Kansasalsowitnessed a
major political upset, with
Democrat Adam Hamilton
winningtheSenateraceagai-
nstRepublican Senator Roger
Marshall. Thisisthefirsttime

phedoverRepublican Zach

. Lahninthe gubernatorial

election, securing 56.7% of
thevote. Thisvictoryisparti-
cularlysignificantasIowahas
leaned Republicaninrecent
years. Additionally, Josh Turek
isleadinginthelowa Senate
contest, furtherindicating
Democraticmomentum.
Thesegainsextendbeyond
thesestates, with Democrats
alsomakinginroadsin Sou-
th Carolinaandflippingthe

North Carolina Senate seat,
whilemaintainingtheir po-
sitionin Georgia.

Nationally, projections
suggest Democratswill rec-
laim control of the House of
Representatives, potentially
pavingthe way for Hakeem
Jeffries tobecome thefirst
African American Speaker.
This shift could significant-
lyalterthebalance of power
in Washington, impacting
legislativeagendasand ove-
rsightduringtheremainder
of President Trump’s term.
Trump,however, hasdistan-
cedhimselffromtheresults,
attributing the Republican
setbackstohisabsencefrom
theballot.

Second day of questioning for Anbil Mahesh: More
individualsimplicated inRs.400 crore scam case

CHENNALI: Police condu-
ctedanintensiveinterrogation
of Anbil Mahesh forthesecond
consecutive dayin connection
withaRs.400crorescam case.
Followingacomplaintfiled by
Ilangovan, General Secretary
ofthePrivate Schools Assoc-
iation—alleging thatoverRs.
400crorewascollectedillicitly
inexchangefor grantingper-
manentrecognition to private
schoolsduringtheprevious
DMK administration—for-
mer minister Anbil Mahesh
wasarrestedon October 26
andsubsequentlyremanded

to Puzhal Prison.

Thecourtlater
granted permissi-
onforthepoliceto
hold AnbilMah-
eshincustodyfor
threedays, from
November 2 to
November 4, for
further questio-
ning. Following
this, the police began their
interrogation, posingaseriesof
questionstohimonthefirstday.
Theinvestigation intensifi-
edyesterday, onthesecond
day.Itisreported that Anbil

Maheshwasqu-
estionedbased
ondocuments
seized during
arecentsearch
attheresidence
of Shanmugap-
riya,abusiness-
womanand fa-
shiondesigner.
Furthermore,
thepoliceareinvestigating
whetherthefundsobtained
through thismalpracticewere
distributedamongvariousin-
dividuals,and theyarelooking
intowhoelsemightbeinvolved.

Policegatheringdetailsontheexchangeof funds

Thepolicealsoplantoquestion
Anbil Mahesh’s wife, Janani.

Meanwhile, policesou-
rcesindicate that,based on
information gathered duri-
ngthe questioning of Anbil
Mahesh, several other key
individuals could potentia-
llybeimplicatedinthiscase.
Theinterrogationissetto
continue for thethird cons-
ecutive daytoday. Oncethe
questioning concludes, the
policeintendto produce Anbil
Maheshbeforethe courtat
5:00 PM, after which he will
beremandedbackto prison.

Electr|C|ty Minister C.T.R. N|rmal Kumar released the ‘TamilNadu Battery Energy Storage Policy - 2026’
documentyesterday, which aimsto develop 10 gigawatts of battery energy storage capacity inthe state by
2029. TANGEDCO Chairman Rajesh Lakhaniand other officials were also present.

‘Vetri Special Vegetable Pack’ starting tomorrow
l0var|et|esofvegetablesforRs IOO

CHENNAL: The Gov-
ernmentof TamilNaduhas
announced thelaunch of
the “VetriSpecial Vegetable
Pack’—acollection of 10
typesofvegetables—tobe
soldforRs.100inlightof
theupcomingDeepavali
festival.

Astatementissued by
the Department of Coo-
peration explainsthat, to
help the publiccelebrate
Deepavalijoyfullyandto
ensurethatessential vege-
tables for daily cookingare
availableatafairprice,a
“VetriSpecial Vegetable Pa-
ck containing 10 varieties
ofvegetableswillbe offered
ataspecial price of Rs. 100.

Incidentinvolving the deaths of 9 people,inc

Thisinitiative willrun for
threedays, startingtomo-
rrow (Thursday) through
the7th ofthemonth.
Thepackswillbe
availableat218selected

outlets—includingcoope-

rativewholesale storesand
variouscooperative retail
stores—aswellasthrough
4mobilevegetablecarts
(inChennaionly). Each
vegetable packmustbesold
toconsumersforexactlyRs.
100;nomoreorlessmaybe
charged. Eachindividual
isentitledtopurchaseonly
onepack. Theprocurem-
entcostforthe 10typesof
vegetablesincludedinthe
packwillbedetermined by

acommittee.

The costofan eco&fr-
iendlybag,amountingto
2.50,hasalsobeenfactored
in. This packageincludes:

large onions (500g), tomat-

oes (500g), brinjals (250g),

potatoes (250g), carrots

(200g),beans (200g), green
chillies (100g),lemons
(100g), ginger (50g),and

coconut (400 450g).

Ithasbeeninstructed that
salesoperationsshouldbe
conducted bytakinginto
accountthe procurement
cost, the government&fi-
xedretail price of 100, dis-
tribution charges,andthe
2.50contribution toward
the cooperativeeducation
fund.
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SAVETHEHILLS,

Nature iswarningus, but humanity
continues toignoreitswarnings. Mou-
ntains are collapsing, roads are disa-
ppearing, and precious human Tives are
being Tost. The recurring Tandslides in
Tamil Nadu’s hilT1 regions are not merely
natural disasters. They are alarming re-
minders of environmental destruction,
reckless development and administrative
negligence.
The intensifying northeast monsoon has
reportedly triggered severe TandsTides
intheNilgiris and Kodaikanal regions.
Reports of Tandslides at 62 Tocations
in theNilgiris and the tragic death of
a government bus driver near Coonoor
raise serious concerns about disaster
preparedness and public safety.
Mountains are not merely tourist de-
stinations. They are nature’s protect-
ive barriers, ecological treasures and
vital sources of water. Unfortunately,
uncontrolled construction, deforesta-
tion, illegal excavation and commercial
exploitationare gradually destroying
these fragile ecosystenms.
Luxury resorts are risingonvulnerable
slopes. Hills are being excavated for ro-
ads and buildings. Trees are disappearing
in the name of tourismdevelopment. When
disasters strike, authorities announce
compensation and relief measures. But
can financial assistance ever replace
a lost human 11 fe?
Prevention must become the priority
of governance, not merely compensation
after tragedy.
Reports that TandsTlide&prone areas
in theNilgiris had already been ident-
ified raise an important question: Why
are constructionactivities allegedly
continuinginenvironmentally sensit-
ive Tocations?
The government must investigate these
allegations transparently. Any offic-
ial, contractor or influential indiv-
idual found responsible for violating
environmental regulations must face
appropriate legal action.
Tamil Nadu urgently needs stricter
monitoringof hill construction, sci-
entific Tandslide&risk assessments,
effective drainage systems, reliable
early&warning mechanisms and compreh-
ensive emergency evacuation plans.
Development cannot be measured by the
number of Tuxury resorts, highways or to-
weringbuildings. True development must
be measured by the safety of citizens, the
protection of natural resources and the
sustainability of future generations.
Political influence must never ov-
erride environmental Taws. Commercial
interests must never become more impo-
rtant than human Tives.
A government that protects its mount-
ains protects its people. Asociety that
destroys nature ultimately endangers
its own future.
The message is unmistakable: Protect
the hills today, or face greater disas-
ters tomorrow.

SAVE THE MOUNTAINS BEFORE THEY BEC-
OME GRAVEYARDS OF HUMAN NEGLIGENCE!

- Editor,

-

Madurai Mani Newspaper/
udingan American

mllllonalre Intensive investigation underwayinto privatejetcrash

AR WASHINGTON: Adam

hiswife, Helen (40), his daughter,

Natalia contactedairtraffic control,

Robinson (45), from Aspen,
Colorado, was an entrepre-
neur who ran two software

= companies. These firms ge-
)| neratean averageannual re-
~| venueof3.313billionrupees

(approx. $40 million USD).
Onthe Istofthismonth, Ro-
binson—ayoungbusinessm-
an—wastravelinginaprivate
jetfrom Austin, Texas, to the
Bahamas, accompanied by

Emma (4),andhisson, Charlie (2).

Alsoonboard were the famil-
y’sdomestic worker, Anita Maria
Sedina,and familyfriends Rachel
Reed and Charmi. The aircraft
wasoperated by pilot JeffGregory
(55) and co&pilot Natalia (20).
Whileflyingoverthe Palm Beacharea
inFlorida, theplanecrashedintoa
residentialneighborhoodand expl-
oded. Allninepeopleonboard peri-
shed.Inthefinalmoments, co&pilot

stating, “The plane haslost control
andisdivingtoward the ground”
Theaircraftdisappeared fromradar
surveillancewhileflyingatanalt-
itude ofapproximately 9,000 feet.
Thisisconsidered one ofthe worst
accidentsinthe United States. The
jetinvolvedinthe crashwas22years
old. Officialsfrom the U.S. National
Transportation Safety Boardare co-
nductinganintensiveinvestigation
intotheaccident.
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Rs. 3, OOO Crore Bank Loans
for 26,000 Women’s Groups

CMVi

ijav LaunchesInitiativein Perundurai

ERODE: Atagovernme-
nteventheldin Perundurai,
Erodedistrict, ChiefMinister
Vijaylaunchedaschemeye-
sterdayto provideRs. 3,000
croreinbank&linkedloans
026,000 women’s self&help
groups (SHGs).

The event, organized by
the Department of Rural
Developmentand Panchayat
Rajalongwith officialsfrom
the Women’s Development
Project, tookplaceattheLa-
kshmiNarayana Wedding
Hallin Karumandi Sellipal-
ayam, Perundurai,aspartof
astate&level entrepreneur-
shipdevelopment program.
Duringtheevent, ChiefMin-
ister Vijayinaugurated theRs.
3,000 croreloanschemeand
handed over chequestothe
beneficiaries. Itwasstated that
theobjectiveof thisinitiative
istoimprovethelivelihoods
ofwomenandempower them
tobecomeentrepreneurs.
Priorto this, the Chief Mi-

nister visited an exhibition
showcasing productscrafted
bywomen’s self&help groups
from 38 districts.
Heinquired about the
production methodsused
fortheseitems. Hepersonally
purchasedseveral products,
includingawooden carving
featuring hisownlikeness,
bedspreads, a Pathamadai
mat,apaintingofadancing
woman,andabagmadefrom
bananafiber. Healsosampled
teaproduced by theindigen-
oushilltribes oftheNilgiris.
Ministers Anand, Sen-
gottaiyan, Vijay Balaji, Ar-
unraj, Vijayalakshmi, and
Sampathkumar wereamong
those presentattheevent.
Diwali Wishes for the Chief
Minister: Ashehanded over
the chequestothe women’s
self&help groups, thewomen
extended their Diwali greet-
ingsto Chief Minister Vijay.
Hereciprocated the greetings.
Furthermore, whenwomen

requested him to poseby fo-
rmingaheartshapewithhis
hands, provideautographs,
and flash the ‘victory’ sign
withhisfingers, he oblige-
d—much to their delight.
Earlier, the Chief Minister
arrivedin Coimbatore from
Chennaiviaachartered flight
toattend agovernment func-
tion, from wherehetraveled
byroadtoSengapalliin Erode
district.

Along the entire rou-
te, members of the public
and party workers gave him
an enthusiastic welcome.
Aroadshowwasconducted
acrosssevenlocations—st-
arting from Sengapalliand
passing through Palla Gou-
ndampalayam, Vijayaman-
galam, SIPCOT, thenewbus
stand, theoldbusstand,and
the Annastatue. Inlight ofthe
Chief Minister’s visit, over
4,500 policepersonnel were
deployedacrossthedistrict
toensuresecurity.

Did investments meant for
TamilNadu goto AndhraPradesh?

TamilNadu Government’s Clarification

CHENNALI: The Tamil
Nadu government has pro-
vided a clarification regar-
ding whether investments
intended for the state have
shiftedto Andhra Pradesh.
DMKleader M.K. Stalin and
AIADMK General Secretary
Edappadi Palaniswamihad
alleged that investments me-
ant for Tamil Nadu had gone
to Andhra Pradesh.

Inresponse, the Tamil Na-
dugovernment’sofficial social
mediaaccount—specificallyits
information verification unit—
issuedthefollowingstatement:
Most ofthe supplier companies
for Hyundai—which manu-
facturevehicle components
and parts—have been oper-
atingin Tamil Nadu for over
adecade. Specifically, Korean
firmssuchas ‘Seon E&Hwa’
and ‘Washin, based in Tamil

Russian Attack on Ukraine: 31 Killed, Inc

Nadu, have been supplying
componentstothe Hyundai
facility located in the state.
Followingthe establishment
ofthe ‘Kia’plant in Andhra
Pradesh, Seon E&Hwa’ op-
ened amanufacturingunitin
Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh,
asearlyas2017.

Currently, inlight of the ex-
pansion ofthe Kiaplant, some
of these supplier companies are
expandingtheir production
operationsin Andhra Pradesh.
Meanwhile, Hyundai’s exis-
tingsuppliersin Tamil Nadu
continueto expand their in-
vestments within the state.
Furthermore, these suppliers
arealso diversifyinginto the
production of components
forelectricvehicles (EVs)
and advanced automotive
electronics.

Such investments are

significantly contributing
toindustrialgrowthandthe
creation ofjob opportunities
in Tamil Nadu.
Furthermore, these co-
mpanies are taking steps to
establish manufacturing
facilities for electric vehicle
(EV) components, as well as
research and development
(R&D) centers, in Tamil Nadu.
Asanexample, another
Korean firm, Inzi Controls’,
has chosen Chennaiover
Punetoset up itsnew Re»D
center. In the next phase, a
consultative meetingwill so-
onbeheldtounderstand the
investment plans of Hyundai
and its supplier companies,
andto providethem with the
necessary support. The Tamil
Nadu Guidance Bureau is sp-
earheadingthese initiatives,
thestatement noted.

uding

4PoI|ce0ff|cers PremdentCondemnstheAct

KYIV: Pre51dent Zele-
nskyyhasstrongly conde-
mnedaRussianattackon
Ukrainethatresultedinthe
deathsof31 people,includ-
ing4policeofficers.
Thewarbetween Russia
and Ukrainehasnowpersi-
sted for over four years.

Despite mediation effo-
rtsbyvariousnations, incl-
udingthe United States, the
conflictcontinues. Russia

iscurrentlyintensifyingits
attackson Ukraine.Inone
suchincident, Russiatarg-
etedasiteinthe Zaporizh-
zhiaregion—where people
hadgatheredataschoolto
receiveaid—usingdrones
and missiles.
Theattackclaimed 31
lives. Amongthevictims
were4policeofficersand 2
Ukrainianrescue workers.
Morethan 12 peoplesusta-

inedinjuriesintheintense
assault. Additionally, res-

g cueoperationsareactively
b underwaytolocateand

recoverover45individu-

¥ alsbelievedtobetrapped
5 beneaththerubble.
= Overnight, Russialaunc-

hed289advanceddrones

= and missiles, targeting
g Ukraine’spower generati-

onfacilitiesand hospitals.
Inretaliation, Ukrai-

nelaunchedhundredsof
dronestoward the Russian
capital, Moscow. Follo-
wingthedeathsofthe31
individuals,athree&day
mourningperiodhasbeen
declaredintheaffected
region. Ukrainian Preside-
ntZelenskyyhasexpressed
hisstrongcondemnation of
thisRussianattack.
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Democrats Take Control of US Congress; Trump
Acknowledges Defeat, Vows Cooperation

WASHINGTON: The ‘Blue
wave’ hassweptthrough the
USMidtermelections, with
Democratsprojected to ga-
incontrolofboththe House
of Representativesand the
Senate. Thissignificantshift
gives Democrats considerable
powertoscrutinize President
Donald Trump’sadministr-
ationduringhisremaining
twoyears.

CNNreportsthat Demo-
crats capitalized on President
Trump’s widespread unpop-
ularity, securingamajor vic-
tory. Despite theloss, Trump

remained defiant, postinga
pictureofa‘Veto’ embossed
MAGA cap,signalinghisin-
tenttochallenge Democrats
in Congress. However, he
alsoexpressedawillingness
toworkwith them.
Inaninterviewwith The
New York Times, Trump st-
ated, “Tamabsolutely willing
toacceptthoseresults... We'll
workwiththeDemocrats,and
we'll,youknow, look forward
toworking withthem. We'll
probablyworksomethingout”
Earlier, Trump had att-
empted todistance himself

TheropecarserviceinPalani hs resued today.

AndhraPradesh Urban

LocalBodyElections
Resounding Victoryforthe
NatlonalDemocratchlllance
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for92urbanlocalbodiesin Andhra Pradesh, comprising 13 mu-
nicipal corporations, 79 municipalities,and town panchayats.
The countingof votes took place yesterday under tight security.
TheNational Democratic Alliance (NDA)—which in-
cludes the Telugu Desam Party (led by Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu), Pawan Kalyan’s Jana Sena, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)—secured victoriesin the

majorityof theseareas.

The NDA hastaken thelead and won seatsacrossall
13 municipal corporations. Notably, NDA candidates
emerged aheadinkey municipal corporations, including
Tirupati, Chittoor, Guntur, Nellore,and Visakhapatnam.
The opposition YSR Congress Party faced setbacks in
mostlocations. NDA supportersacross AndhraPrad-
esh celebrated the victory by bursting firecrackers and
distributing sweets. Itis worth noting that the counting
processwas delayed in someareas due to theimpactofa

stormand heavyrainfall.

Inthe Ervadipolice station limits of Tirunelveli
district, police arrested the perpetratorinvolvedinthe
snatching ofa 15-sovereigngold chainfromawoman
within48 hours andrecoveredthe 15-sovereignchain

fromhim.

Uy

fromthe Republicanlosses,
claimingon Truth Social that
ifthehadbeenontheballot,
Republicanswould have won
byalandslide. This contrasts
withhisearlier mid&term

campaign efforts where he
urged voterstoactasifhe
wereon theballot.
FoxNewsanalysisindicates
thatkeydemographics,includ-
ingyoung,independent, rural,
and Hispanicvoters, turned
away from the Republican
Party. Thesevotersreportedly
cited theIranwarand tariffs
asmajor concerns. Thisshift
ledto Democratswinningin
traditionally Republicanstr-
ongholds,includingaSenate
seatin South Carolinaand
anotherin Texas, astatethat
hasn’tvoted Democratfora

Senateseatsince 1994. The
‘Bluewave’ evenbrokea cent-
uryofRepublicandominance
inKansas, securingaSenate
seatthere.Voters’ concerns
overinflation, Trump’stariffs,
the Iran war, and questions
about Trump’s conductand
self&enrichmentappearto
haveplayedacrucialrolein
thiselection outcome.
ADemocraticmajorityin
Congressisexpectedtolead
toincreased oversightofthe
Trump administration thro-
ughinvestigations, hearings,
andsubpoenas.

Gujarat:Rs 1,200 crore swindled from 6,52 [akh
peoplewith promises of daily interest

AMERLI: MorethanRs
1,200 crorehasbeen swin-
dled from 6.521akhpeople
acrossthecountrythrough
aschemethatpromised da-
ilyinterestoninvestments.
Dhaval Patel (40),aresid-
entof Mehsanain Gujar-
at,launched two mobile
applications—’ST Pay’and
‘ApnaPay’—in2024.He
claimedthatthosewhoinv-
ested money through these
appswouldreceive daily
interest.

Trustingthis, over6.52lakh
peoplefromvariousstates
investedamountsranging
fromRs1,000toseveral
lakhs.

Afewmonthsago,both
the ‘ST Pay’and ‘Apna Pay’
applicationssuddenly stop-
pedfunctioning. Affected

investorsfiled complaints
with policestationsinstates
including Gujarat, Rajasth-
an,and MadhyaPradesh.
Alargenumber ofco-
mplaints wereregistered at
the Amrelipolicestationin
Gujarat.
The Amrelipolicehave
formedaspecialteam,and
aninvestigationinto the
matteriscurrentlyunder-
way. Police officersfromthe
specialinvestigation team
stated that6.521lakh people
investedinthe ‘ST Pay’ and
‘ApnaPay’ applications, lu-
redbythe promise of daily
interestreturns. Through
this,afraudamountingto
Rs.1,211 crorehasbeen co-
mmitted. Alarge number of
peopleacrossthe country
have fallenvictimto this

scam.
Thehighestnumber of
victimsisin Gujarat, where
1.52lakh peoplelost their
money. Otheraffected sta-
tesinclude Rajasthan (1.36
lakhvictims), Maharashtra
(74,000), Uttar Pradesh
(45,000), Bihar (31,000),
and Madhya Pradesh
(30,000). Dhaval Patel, the
mastermindbehind the
fraud, wasarrested twomo-
nthsago.
Elevenofhisassociates
havealsobeenarrested.
The swindled fundswere
funneledintosevenshell
companies. Anintensive
investigationis underway,
andeffortsarebeingmade
torecover themoney, the
specialinvestigation team
officialsadded.

Prisoner Attacks Prison Guard

MADURALI: Atensesi-
tuation unfolded at the Ma-
duraiCentral Prisonwhena
35&year&oldinmatenamed
Moorthyattackedahead wa-
rden, 52&year&old Deivana-
yagam. Theincidentoccurred
afterthewardenreprimanded
Moorthy forattemptingto
bathe using drinking water
and confiscated hisbucket.
Thereareover2,000inmates
inthe Maduraiprison.

Yesterday morning, hu-
ndredsofpprisoners—those
awaiting trial—gathered
intheir designated areato
bathe, with onlyfour guards
presentto oversee security.
Although water fromade-

ep&bore well wasavailable
forbathing,aninmatenam-
ed Moorthybegan fillinga
bucketwith drinking water.
Head Warden Deivanayagam
noticed this, reprimanded
theinmate, and took away
thebucket.

Enraged, Moorthypun-
ched Deivanayagamin the
face, causinginjuries tothe
wardenseyes. Otherinmates
nearbydidnotinterveneand
merelywatched theincident.
Fellowguardsarrivedshortly
afterand rushed Deivanay-
agamto the prison hospital.

An investigation in-
to the inmate, Moorthy,
is currently underway.

Prison guards stated, “Foll-
owingtheescapeofinmates
fromthe Theniprison, stricter
controlshavebeenimposed
onthestaffherein Madurai.
The prisonersarean-
gry because we are per-
forming our duties wi-
thheightened vigilance.”
Theyadded, “Weliveinfear due
tothreats from theinmates;
theyare constantlylooking
foranopportunitytoattack
us. Twenty&five yearsago,
aprisonofficial wasburned
to death within the facility.
Authorities must take nec-
essary measures to ensure
thatsuchatragedydoesnot
happenagain”

Those who practice polygamy cannot

continueingovernmentservice
Assam Chief Minister’sbold move

NEW DELHI: Assam Ch-
iefMinister Himanta Biswa
Sarmahasannounced that
governmentemployeesin
Assamwho practice polyg-
amywillbedismissed from
service.

To thisend, the Assam
government has introd-
ucedalegalamendment.
The government,led by BJP
Chief Minister Himanta Bi-
swaSarma, hasamended the
‘Assam Services (Discipline

and Appeal) Rules, 1964,
Underthisamendment,
any governmentemp-
loyee who entersinto
morethanonemarriage
willbe dismissed from
service.

Furthermore, such
individuals will be barred
fromjoining government
serviceinthefuture.

Anewsub&rule (6) has
beenaddedtoRule7 ofthese
serviceregulations. According

20% BonusforTASMACShop Employees TN Government Announces

CHENNAL: The Tamil
Nadugovernmenthasann-
ounceda20percentbonus

foremployeesworkingat
TASMACliquorshops.
Inviewofthe Deepavali

festival, the government
hasorderedthedisbursem-
entofa20percentbonusto
TASMAC shop employees,
comprisingan8.33 percent
bonusandan11.67 percent
ex&gratiapayment. The
governmentstated thatthe
fundswillbetransferred
electronicallytoday (Wed-
nesday) totheoperational
accountsoftherespective
district managers.

Furthermore, the gover-
nmenthasdirected that
thebonusand ex&gratia
amountsbecredited dire-
ctlytotheemployees bank
accounts,and that proper
receiptsbeobtained.

Consequently, itisex-
pectedthatthe20percent
bonuswillbecreditedto
thebankaccountsofthe
TASMACshop employees
today.

to this provision,agovernm-
entemployee is prohibited
from enteringinto another
marriage while their first
spouseisstillalive.
Additionally, suchan
individualwillberendered
ineligible for any state gov-
ernment welfare schemes.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has clarified
that thisrule applies eq-
ually to all, regardless of
whether theyare Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh, or Christian.
This proposal wasannounced
duringthe presentation of
thestatebudgetinthe Assam
Legislative Assemblylast
July. The measure hasbeen
taken with the objective of
empowering women and
promoting genderjustice.
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“RahuI Gandh| I|vmg n worId ofarrogance, noposition
tochallenge PM”: UP Dy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pra-
desh Deputy Chief Minister
KeshavPrasad Mauryaon
Wednesday asserted that
the Congressleader Rahul
Gandhiwaslivinginawo-
rld ofarroganceand wasin
nopositiontochallengethe
PrimeMinister.

Thepolitical face&oftover
LokSabhaLeaderof Opposit-
ionRahul Gandhi’schallenge
toPrime Minister Narendra
Modiforanopendebateint-
ensified on Wednesday. The
BJPleadersdismissed the
challenge and accused the
Congressand INDIA blocof
pursuinganti&democratic
politics. Speakingto AN, the
Deputy ChiefMinistersaid,
“Heislivinginaworld ofarr-
ogance... Rahul Gandhiisin
no position to challenge the
Prime Minister ofthe country.
Thepeopleofthisnationhave
showeredsomuchloveupon
PMModi&theyhaveelected
himasPrime Minister three
times,andarenow preparing
toelecthimforafourthterm.
Therefore,suchachallenge
holdsnomerit. Thepublicwill
holdRahul Gandhiaccountable
forthekind oflanguageheis
using; thepeoplethemselves
willdeliveraverdictthrough
thedemocraticprocess”

SamajwadiParty(SP)leader
Ashutosh Vermaalsoalleged
thatthe BJPhadbroughtthe
entire city of Lucknowtoa
standstillon Tuesday during
amassiverally, paralysingtr-

afficmovementand causing
significantfinanciallossesto
tradersduringtheauspicious
occasionof Diwali.
Speakingto ANI, Verma
saidthedisruption had trig-
geredimmenseangeramong
thetradingcommunity, with
tradersestimatedtohavesu-
fferedlossesamounting to
crores. “The BJPbroughtthe
entirecityof Lucknowtoast-
andstillyesterday. Thetraffic
system was left completely
paralysed. Thereisimmense
angeramongthetraders...it
isestimated thattradershave
sufferedlossesamountingto
crores. Howwill the BJPjustify
thisdisruption caused tothe
traders’businessesduringthe
auspiciousoccasionof Diwa-
li?” Vermasaid.
Takingaimatthe BJP ov-
eritscriticismof Opposition
parties, the SPleadersaidthe
rulingparty shouldexamine
itsownactionsbeforetargeting
others. “WhentheB]JPtargets
others,itshould perhapsta-
kealookatitsownactions...
Youhold powerinthestate,
inthepanchayats,andinthe
municipal corporations&so
who, exactly,is ‘looting’ dem-
ocracy?” hesaid. Allegingthat

S

democraticinstitutions
hadbeencompromised, °
Vermafurthersaid, “You
havecompromised&or
‘hacked &everyinstit-
ution. Youmanipulate
everythingtosuityour
ownends..”

Meanwhile, Rahul
Gandhiintensified hischall-
engeto Prime Minister Modi
bylaunchingapollonX,asking
youngIndianswhetherthey
wanted toseethetwoleaders
engageinaface&to&faceop-
endebate. Tagging senior BJP
leaders, including Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Union
MinistersNitin Gadkariand
ShivrajSingh Chouhan,and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Gandhiurged
themto convincethe Prime
Ministertoaccepthischalle-
nge. “ Youth ofIndia, doyou
wanttoseeaRahul Gandhivs
NarendraModiopendebate?
@rajnathsinghji, @nitin_ga-
dkariji, @ChouhanShivrajji,
@myogiadityanathji&you
alwayshavethePM’sbestint-
erestinmind, please convince
himtocome,” Gandhiposted
onTuesday.

Thepollfeatured twoopti-
ons: “Yes&ModiJi, Daro Mat”
and “No &ModiJi, Dar Gaye”
Meanwhile, BJPleader Dilip
KumarJaiswal defended the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) ofelectoralrolls, saying
thattheexercise wasaimed
atcleaning upvoterlistsand
hadbeenpartoftheelectoral

process sinceIndependence.

...the Election Commission
began theSIRinBiharahead
ofthe2025 Assemblyelecti-
ons.Rahul Gandhiand other
INDIAblocleaderslaunched
acampaignagainstit,but,ac-
cordingtome, their campaign
lostmomentumoncepeople
understood the process. SIR
isaimedatcleaningup elec-
toralrolls,aprocessthathas
continuedsince Independe-
nce, includingremovingthe
namesof deceased voters...”
Jaiswalsaid.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
ChiefMinister Brajesh Pathak
alsotargetedthe Congressand
INDIAbloc,announcingthat
BJPNational President Nitin
Nabinwouldleadapadayatra
inGorakhpurtohighlightwhat
thepartydescribedasthe Op-
positionsalleged conspiracy
againstdemocracy. “Regarding
theconspiracythat Congress
ishatchingagainstdemocracy,
today BJP National President
NitinNabinwillleadapaday-
atrain Gorakhpur... Through
thesepadayatras, wewillexpose
theanti&democracypolicies
ofCongressandtheINDI all-
iance..” Pathaksaid.

Thepolitical exchanges
comeamidanintensifying
confrontationbetween the
BJPand Opposition parties
over Rahul Gandhi’sdema-
nd foran open debate with
the Prime Minister,aswellas
disagreementsoverthe SIR
exercise.

Rs.20,000 Bribe for Patta Transfer: Female
VAO and Middleman Arrested in Theni

THENI: In Thamaaraik-
ulamvillage, Thenidistrict,a
female Village Administrative
Officer (VAO)andanaccom-
plice—amiddleman—have
been caughtredeéhanded and
arrested by the Directorate of
Vigilanceand Antie»Corruption

(DVAC)foracceptingabribeof withthe Thenidistrict unitof

Rs.20,000tofacilitatea *patta*
(landrecord) transfer. Kaliraj,
afarmerfromthe Thamaarai-
kulam areanear Periyakulam

in Thenidistrict, approached
thelocal Village Administrative
Officetorequesta*patta*tra-
nsferforhisland. Vidhya (32),
the VAOin charge, demanded
abribeofRs. 20,000to process
therequest. Unwillingto paythe
bribe, Kalirajfiled a complaint

the Directorateof Vigilanceand

AntieCorruption.
Actingontheinstructions

oftheantié~corruption offici-

als, Kalirajwent to hand over
currencynotes—treatedwitha
specialchemical—tothe VAO
on Tuesday evening. Upon his
arrival, Vidhyainstructedhim
tohandthe money overtoa
middlemannamed Maruthu,
whowas present at the scene.
AsMaruthuaccepted themo-
neyand passedittothe VAO,
apoliceteamled by a Deputy
Superintendent of Vigilance
and AntieCorruptionswooped

inand caught bothindividuals
redérhanded.

A chemicaltestperformed
ontheir hands confirmedthat
theyhadhandledthe bribe mo-
ney. Followingthis, the police
arrestedboththe VAO, Vidhya,
andthemiddleman, Maruthu.

A casehasbeenregistered
against them, and arigorous
investigationisunderway. This
incidenthas causedamajor stir
inthelocality.

NewTenderWorthRs.270 Crorelssued forWaste
Collectionand Recyclingin Madurai Corporation

MADURALI: Anewtender
worthRs.270crorehasbeen
issued for waste collection
andrecycling operations
within the Madurai Corpo-
ration. Corporation officials
stated thatthe currentserv-
iceprovider, Averland;, will
continue the work until the
new company takes charge.
Approximately 950 tonnes
of wasteare generated daily
acrossthe Corporation’s 100
wards.

The contractwith ‘Averla-
nd’—thefirm currentlyresp-
onsible for waste removal—is
settoexpireonNovember 15.
Following public complain-
tsregardingthe company’s
performanceand protests
by sanitation workers, the
process foranew contract
hasbeeninitiated.

Under thisnewarrange-
ment, Rs.270crorehasbeen
allocated foran 18&month pe-
riodto coverwaste collection,

segregation,and processing
across 81 wardslocatedin
Zones1,2,3,and5.InZone4
(specifically Ward 84), sanit-
ationtaskswill continuetobe
handledbythe Corporation’s
permanentstaft.

Oncethe tender pro-
cessisfinalized, the new
company will commence
operationsin December.
Theresponsibility for mainta-
iningwastetransfer stationsin
Thathaneriand Kochadai, as

wellas 38 micro&composting
centers, willalsobeentrusted
tothenewcompany.

Itismandatoryforall waste
collectionvehiclestobeequ-
ipped with GPS. A 24&hour
control center willbe establ-
ishedtohandle complaints,
withatargettoresolveissues
withinsixhours. Officialsha-
vewarned thatanyviolation
ofthetermswillresultinthe
immediate cancellation of
the contract.

Local 04.11.2026 OutStation05.11 2026|

Rs.30croredeal; DMKand AIADMK
attempting to topple the government

ustafa

Allegatlon byTVKMLAM

MADURAL: “The DMK
and ATADMK areattempting
tounderminethesuccessofthe
TVKanditseffortstoprovide
good governance. Both part-
iesareonceagainengagingin
‘horse&trading’ (buying off

electedrepresentatives). They

evenapproached me, offering
adeal: “TakeRs. 15crorenow,

andonceano&confidence =

motionisbroughtagainst
the TVK government, vote
againstthegovernmentand
receiveanotherRs. 15crore;”
alleged TVK MLA Mustafa,
makingasensational claim.
Speakingtoreportersonthis
matter, MLA Mustafasaid,
“TheDMKand AIADMK are
attemptingtounderminethe
TVK (Tamizhaga VettriKa-
zhagam)and preventitfrom
deliveringgood governance.

Both partiesare onceagain
engagingin ‘horse&trading’
(buyingoffelected represe-
ntatives).
Theyevenapproachedme,
offering, “Take 15 crorerupe-
esnow,andanother 15crore
rupeesafter youvoteagainst
theTVKgovernmentduringa
no&confidence motion’Thave
informed mypartyleadership
aboutthis.Itisthe AIADMK
thatisorchestratingthis—an

ATADMK functionaryfrom
Maduraireached outtome.
Theyaretryingto topplethe
TVKgovernmentbyattemp-
tingtobuyoffour MLAs. The
publiciswatchingall of this.
Evenifoffered 100 croreru-
pees, TVKMLAswillnotbe
swayed. Boththe DMK and
AIADMK are colludingin
thishorse&trading. Inaday
ortwo, theidentitiesofthose
behind thiswillberevealed.

R.B. Udhayakumar makes
contradictorystatementsev-

¥ erysingleday,likelybecause

hefeelsignoredbyeveryone.
The DMK contested the ele-

{ ctionaspartofanalliance of

35parties, whereasnoone
was willing to forman alli-
ancewiththe ATADMK.In
contrast, the TVK, without
anyallies, secured 35 percent
ofthevote, created history,
and formed the governme-
nt. Furthermore, thepeople
havealso granted victoryto
the TVKintheby&elections.
Seeman playsadoublegame.
Ifheweretostandasa ‘con-
sensus candidate, both the
DMKand ATADMK would
bereadytosupporthim. Ho-
wever, Seeman is someone
whohasalreadyfaced defeat
inthepeople’scourt”

“The current regimein Tamil Naduis the rule of Narakasura; the
dayitis destroye(}wﬂlbethetrueDeepavah”-DMK sSekar Babu

CHENNALI: “Thereg-
ime currentlyin powerin
Tamil Naduis therule of
Narakasura. The daythe
Narakasuraof Tamil Naduis
destroyed—thatwillbeour
true Deepavali,’ stated former
DMK minister Sekar Babu.
Former DMK minister Sekar
Babuparticipatedinanevent

heldyesterdayin Vepery, Chennai, to
distribute Deepavaligifts. Speakingat the
event,heremarked, “Somemighteven
questionthe purposeofthiscelebration,
andtheremaybethosewhosuggest that
the Dravida MunnetraKazhagam (DMK)
doesnotalign withsuch observances”
“Theregime currentlyin powerin Tamil
Naduistherule of Narakasura. Inmyth-

4
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ology, Narakasurawas
onewho tormented
the*devas* (celestial
#ases 8% beings); today, the
“ 885 people of Tamil Nadu
' arethose*devas*.Na-
w™= rakasurahadobtained
o aboon—herequested
thathisdeath should
comeonlyatthehands

ofhisown mother.

Unabletobear thetormentinflicted
byNarakasura, the *devas*appealedto
LordKrishna, theruler ofthe univer-
se. When Lord Krishnaset out to slay
Narakasura, he granted the demon’s
finalrequest: that the day ofhis deathbe
celebratedas Deepavali. Thus, theday
theNarakasuraof Tamil Naduis destr-

oyed—thatwillbe ourtrue Deepavali,”
said the former minister.

The DMK, whichadvocates for rat-
ionalism, does not celebrate the festival
of Deepavali. Asa Dravidianmovement,
theparty doesnotendorsefestivalsro-
otedinmythologicaltales,suchasthe
slaying of Narakasura. Inresponseto
criticismsregardingwhy DMKleaders
donotoffer Deepavaligreetings, party

figures—including A. Raja—have, fr-

omtimetotime, explainedthe party’s
ideological stance onthe matter. In this
context, remarks by former DMK mi-
nisterand Chennai East District DMK
secretary Sekar Babu—stating that for
us, Deepavaliisthe dayNarakasurawas
vanquished—have caused astirwithin
the DMK ranks.

Two Bahrain passengers held with
Rs 2.09 crore gold at Mumbai airport

MUMBALI:Twopassengers
whoarrivedin Mumbaifrom
Bahrain wereinterceptedat
theairportafterallegedlyat-
temptingtosmuggle 1.68kg
ofgolddustwortharoundRs
2.09crore, concealedin their
undergarments, customs
officials said on Wednesday,
reported PTI. The passengers
wereinterceptedbypersonnel
of the Customs Air Intelligen-
ceUnit(AIU)atChhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airporton Tuesday, officials
said, reported PTT.

Gold dustconcealedin
undergarments Duringa
search, ATU personnel found
gold dustin wax form conc-

ealedinsidethepassengers’
undergarments, an official
said, reported PTT. BThegold
wassubsequently examined
andvaluedbyagovernment-
&approved valuer. Customs
officialsseized the contraband
under the provisions of the
Customs Act, reported PTI.

Investigationintosmuggl-
ingattemptunderway Officials
said furtherinvestigationinto
thealleged smugglingattempt
isunderway. Theauthorities
havenotdisclosed furtherdet-
ailsaboutthe passengersorthe
circumstancessurrounding
theallegedattempt. Jewellers
inNagpurreceivethreatlett-
ersinname of ‘Bishnoigang’;

policetoregister case
Inaseparateincident,
atleasteightbulliontraders
in the Sarafa Bazararea of
Nagpurhavereceived thre-
ateninglettersdemanding
Rs10lakheachinthename
oftheLawrence Bishnoigang,
withpolicesuspectingtherole
oflocal criminals, reported
PTI. Thesendershavealso
threatenedtokillthetraders
and their familymembersif
they failto paythemoneyor
informthepolice.
Thelettersstartedarriv-
ingfourtofivedaysago. The
traders were asked to write
aparticularsloganoutside
their shopstoindicate their

willingnessto pay. They were
told thatfurtherinstructions
abouthandingoverthemoney
wouldfollow,accordingtothe
police,reported PTI.

“Wehavespokentothetr-
aders. Theyarereadytosubmit
complaints. An offence will
beregisteredat Tehsil Police
Stationin this connection,”
said DCP (ZoneIIT) Rahul
Madne, reported PTL.

Police suspect thatlo-
cal criminals maybe using
the Bishnoigang’snameto
frighten tradersand extort
money,apoliceofficial said.
However, theidentity ofthose
behindthethreatsisyettobe
established.

Successful Treatment for Brain Tumorina

Salateliel

PUDHUCHERRY: Do-

ctorsat JIPMER have succe-
ssfully treated a brain tumor
inan 18&montherold child
from Andhra Pradesh using
astem celltransplant, enab-
lingthe childto returnhome
ingood health. The entire
course of treatment, which
spanned over ayear, wasprov-
ided completely free of charge.
Afemale childfromthe East
Godavaridistrict of Andhra
Pradeshwas diagnosed with
medulloblastoma—amalig-

W relevant fields—collaborated

onher care. Whileradiation
therapy playsacrucialrolein
treatingmedulloblastoma,

B administeringittoveryyoung

nantbrain tumor

A multidisciplinary te-
am of medical specialists at
JIPMER successfully treated
the condition througha coot-
dinated approach, includinga
stemcelltransplant. The child
was referred to IPMER for
specialized careinearly 2025,
when shewas sixmonthsold.
Initially, the tumorwas com-
pletely surgically removed.
Subsequently, ateam of exp-
erts—includingspecialistsin
pediatriconcology and other

children duringacritical ph-
aseofbrain development can
leadtolongertermsideeffects,

suchascognitiveimpairment

and developmental issues.
Giventhe child’svery young
age, the medical team opted
foratreatment strategy that
avoidedradiation therapyto
preventsuch complications.
Thechildunderwent che-
motherapyfor 12 consecutive
months. Followingthis, on
September 20, an autologous
hematopoieticstem cell tran-
splant (using the child’s own
stem cells) was successfully
performedat JIPMER.

Havingrecovered well,
thechildwasdischargedfrom
the hospitallast week and has
returnedto her hometown. At
thetimeofdischargefromthe
hospital, there were no signs
of the disease remaining in
thechild.

Another notable aspect
of thisachievement is that
the entire course of treatm-
ent—which spanned overa
year and included surgery,
chemotherapy, and astem cell
transplant—was providedto
the child’s family completely
freeofcharge. Thiswas made
possible throughthe support
of the Prime Minister’s Relief
Fundandvariousvoluntary
organizations dedicated to
helping children affected by
cancer.

18M0nth Old Chlld atJIPMER, Puducherry
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